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IJM seeks
justice

Top Con
encourages CHA
creatives

by McKenzie Barham
Covenant’s chapter of the
International Justice Mission
(IJM) will further its mission to
help students understand what
it means to bring justice to the
oppressed next week. The club
is going to host the Seek Justice
2013 event on Wednesday, Nov.
20 in the bottom of Brock Hall.
IJM is a human rights agency
that seeks to rescue people from
human trafficking, sexual exploitation, and violent oppression
through victim rescue, aftercare,
perpetrator prosecution, and
policy change. Covenant’s chapter of the organization seeks to
raise money for the organization
and bring awareness to issues of
injustice around the world.
“There are a lot of people
here interested in social justice,”
said senior Kenneth Burke,
president of the IJM club. “[The
Covenant IJM chapter] provides
an outlet and a means for those
people who do want to do
something but aren’t sure how
to structure that desire, or as
President Nielson used to say,
that ‘little c’ calling.”
To further this mission to bring
awareness, students will hear
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Barker’s legacy lives on through the Overstreets
by Sarah Boone
Current Covenant College
students do not know what they
are missing. If they had attended
the college a few decades earlier,
they might have been privy to
the late afternoon sight of faculty
and staff sweating to aerobics in
the chapel lobby; their exertions
led by the the short spunky
librarian, Sandra Barker, and
her bearded English-professor
husband, Dr. Nick Barker.
“Bick Narker” - as he was
fond of calling himself - was a
well-loved lover of words who
served as a teacher, dean, and
vice-president of Covenant
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The course is two credits,
carried out in two week-long
visits of the Overstreets: one
week in October, when they
gave a public reading and
chapel address, and this week
as the students prepare their
final projects. The class has
decided to present to only the
Overstreets and their fellow
classmates instead of hosting
a public reading.
The Overstreets run in the
same literary circles as Leslie
Leyland Fields of the Alaska
fame and Dr. Jim Schaap,
previous Writers in Residence.
Other writers have included

Chattanooga is on the move.
Not only has the city gone
through major revitalization over
the past two decades, but the
movers and shakers in the community are listening to creative
minds and hosting conferences
to facilitate it.
This past weekend on Nov. 9,
a group of Chattanooga professionals hosted the very first
TopCon, a design conference,
at Clyde’s Auto Shop on Main
Street.
TopCon is an independently
organized design conference
put on by community leaders.
Covenant alumni Michael
Kendall ‘09 and Jamie Smialek
‘10 were involved in organizing
the conference along with
other community leaders such
as Nick Turner, Casey Yoshida,
Michael Mahaffey, Matt Adams,
Sarah Bang, Victoria Love, Allie
O’Connell, and Travis Knight.
Nick Turner, one of the conference organizers, was inspired
to create TopCon during the
Creative South Conference in
Columbus, GA last spring.
“That event had such great
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College between 1996 and
2006. He died of cancer on
Christmas Eve five years ago.
The Covenant community
honors and benefits from
his legacy in the form of the
Thorn arts publication and a
Writer in Residence series.
The most recent incarnation
of the Writer in Residence
class involves a former student
of the late Dr. Nick Barker:
Anne Doe Overstreet. Anne is
a poet and freelance editor,
who has been co-teaching
a creative-writing class this
semester with her novelist,
film-critic, editor husband,
Jeffrey Overstreet.
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Unity Conference slated for February 2014
by Matt Reiter
With the desire to bridge
denominational and racial
divides among Christians and
unify Christian higher education
in the Chattanooga area, the
Unity Conference was born.
The conference, which will
be held at the Chattanooga
Convention Center on Feb. 22,
2014, will welcome students
from six Chattanooga-area
Christian colleges and organizations to worship together and
learn how they can affect the
Chattanooga community.
Bryan College, Lee University,
Tennessee Temple, Southern

Adventist, UTC Student
Ministries, and Covenant are
all invited and encouraged to
participate.
Covenant alumnus Max Jones
‘11, the main coordinator behind
the Unity Conference, describes
it as a “time to pursue greater
discipleship, deeper spiritual
formation, effective evangelism,
and missional living.”
According to Jones, the
mission of the conference is “to
unite diverse believers in the
triune God in intentional, annual
gatherings.” The conference is
an attempt to start a relationship between the communities
of Christian students that have

been largely absent from each
other’s lives.
On Sunday, Nov. 10, there was
a preliminary gathering to familiarize students with the mission
of the Unity Conference called
“Recon.” Jones spoke at this
meeting, along with three other
pastors from local churches.
These men focused on encouraging the audience towards a new
passion for ministry.
One of the speakers, William
Eavenson from Mission Chattanooga, encouraged the mission
of the Unity Conference, calling it
“an outrageous privilege” to serve.
Junior Scott Hoelsema, who
attended the “Recon,” said, “[It]

was a unique opportunity to
meet and connect with students
from other local colleges. It was a
blessing to share a meal, listen to
the speakers, and especially just
to talk with the other students.”
Those involved in organizing
the Unity Conference wish to
bring the schools together into
a relationship that evolves and
grows stronger over time. Their
main focus is to create a missionsdriven partnership of these
schools, one that works together
to affect the greater community.
“We want to evangelize the
least, the lost, and the lonely,”
said Jones. “We want missional
living; taking an active part in

the mission of God.”
By creating a dialogue between
the students of these schools,
organizers of the conference also
hope to affect the growth of the
Church in Chattanooga.
This conference has been in
the works for over a year. Jones
and the other leaders behind it
have been seeding interest by
visiting schools and speaking
with student leaders as well as
gathering resources tirelessly in
preparation to launch the event.
Max and his crew are determined to bring the students of
these colleges together, and
are working hard to make their
dream a reality.

Correction: “CSC revamps student recycling” in issue 60.08 stated that the recycling dumpster is behind Carter Hall when it is actually behind
Maclellan/Rymer Hall. The dumpster behind Carter is for facilities’ paper waste only.

Barker’s legacy
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Dr. Robert Siegel and the late
poet Wilmer Mills. In 2009, the
U.S. poet laureate Billy Collins
was able to give a reading
at Covenant because of the
Writers in Residence program.
As a Covenant student,
Anne was privileged to attend
the last writing seminar taught
by Barker.
“Poetry is the thing I love
the most and he had a big
part to play in it,” said Anne.
She may have also discovered her editing skills during
this class. Anne decided to
take a risk and critique one of

Barker’s published poems.
It was “the triumph of the
whole class [for me]... He said
I was right and he revised it,”
said Anne.
The Overstreets have both
taught writing before - in
conferences, workshops,
individual mentoring, and
guest lecturing at Seattle
Pacific University - but this
class is the first time they’ve
taught something together.
“It’s been a real learning
experience for both of us. She
writes poetry; I write novels,”
said Jeffrey.
The class focuses on fictionwriting with the tools of
poetry.

“Bringing the two disciplines
together means bringing two very
different personalities together.
I’m very verbose and spontaneous
and that’s kind of why what
I write turns into these big
sprawling novels,” said Jeffrey.
“And she’s very very focused and
precise and often concise and
that’s why she writes poems.”
The Overstreets are teaching
students to carefully use the
implications of words and the
specificity of words.
“Most of the fiction that
Anne and I really love is poetic
in the sense that it’s not just
about what’s happening in
the story, it’s also suggesting
deeper meaning,” said Jeff.

Free-writes and story-generating exercises teach students
to quickly jot ideas. Then, the
Overstreets teach students to
slow down and refine what
they have written.
“It’s very important to both
of us that fiction-writers be
very aware of the power
of the language they’re
using,” said Jeffrey, “One
of the things about commercial fiction that makes it
so disposable most of the time
is that the language just isn’t
very creative and it isn’t very
specific; it doesn’t give you
very vivid pictures.”
The Overstreets’ goal is that
students will leave the class

with writing tools and, according to Jeffrey, “the opening
scene of a story that is so
striking that they will want to
keep writing and their readers
will want to keep reading.”
Students have responded
positively to their teaching.
“Charming,” said senior
Bethany Doster. “The Overstreets were extremely delightful… As the class ends this
week, I feel more equipped to
tackle this genre.”
Senior Hailey Faull said,
“This class is teaching me to
taste words.”
Such learning is an appropriate legacy for Dr. Nick Barker.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Covenant clocks are like post-modern artwork”
- Dr. Green, when the clock said 5:09 p.m. in his 2 p.m. class
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Yes…to finding
verdicts
No…we don’t
have time
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Editor in Chief

IJM seeks justice
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about human rights issues from
a special guest speaker as well
as Covenant faculty members
and alumni at Seek Justice 2013.
Special guest speaker Carmencita Abad will speak about
her personal experience working
in a sweatshop in Saipan and
her work with Global Exchange,
an international human rights
organization.
“She’s not just some expert
coming into talk about statistics.
She is someone giving her personal story, so you can see the
human face of [injustice] rather
than just the numbers,” said
senior Matt Gorter, co-president
of the club, who emphasized
that Abad’s experiences allow
her to address injustice from
multiple angles.
Student Development,
Student Senate, and downtown

business partners will help cover
the cost of bringing Abad to the
event as an honorarium speaker,
paying for her flight and lodging. Any leftover money will go
straight to IJM.
After hearing from Abad,
there will be question and
answer opportunities followed
by a panel discussion about
what Covenant students can do
to help these organizations in
their social justice work.
The panel will include Professor of Biblical Studies Herb
Ward, Assistant Professor of
Community Development Steve
Corbett, Associate Professor
of Economics Lance Wescher,
and Covenant alumnus Andrew
Shaughnessy ‘11, who works
firsthand with sex trafficking
in South Sudan through World
Harvest.
The panel will discuss ideas
for raising campus awareness
on issues of modern day slavery

NEWS 3

and sex trafficking and specific
ways to promote justice. Ideas
include free trade clothing in
the Tuck Shoppe and partnering
with Second Life Chattanooga,
an organization is fighting
to eliminate sex trafficking in
southeastern Tennessee.
“IJM specifically does a really
good job of restructuring, reformulating and re-establishing
positivity in people’s lives, and
so I think its a very worthwhile
cause, particularly for Covenant
students who are founded
on Christian doctrine, to be
involved in,” said Burke.
The Covenant IJM club has
hosted bake sales and other
fundraiser events. Last weekend,
they sold bracelets at one of the
tables for Bakertree Art Festival.
This is their first time to host
Seek Justice.
“I would like to see it happen
yearly, not necessarily this exact
same event, but a Seek Justice

2014, 2015, would be really
cool,” said Burke.
Burke and Gorter emphasize
that there are many ways for
Covenant students to get
involved.
“Prayer, especially, is a huge
thing and spreading awareness
is a huge thing… It’s so easy for
us to hear something that’s so
terrible, [but] we just shudder
and walk out and forget about
it,” said Gorter.
Other tangible ways to get
involved include making more
informed purchasing decisions.
“What we can do is not
choose ignorance, even though
its more comfortable to be
ignorant. Tell people about it, be
a conscientious consumer and
research the companies you’re
buying from,” said Gorter.
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energy - I just felt like we
needed to try something like
that in our city,” said Turner in
an interview with AIGA Chattanooga.
Even though Chattanooga
recognizes the importance of a
growing and thriving creative
culture, Turner felt like there
was a need to bring creatives
together to exchange thoughts
and ideas about design and how
to use their unique skillsets to
further develop the city.
“With TopCon, we’re really
trying to create a culture of
unity among creatives in Chattanooga,” said Turner to AIGA.
“Designers are purveyors of

Topcontn.com

culture. When I look around
here, what I see and hear is that
the (design) culture can be more
than what it is. We’re trying to
better shape that culture and
make it what we want it be.”
Another goal that Turner had
in mind was to retain and attract
talent to Chattanooga.
“A lot of great creatives move
on to bigger cities and better
opportunities, and we believe
that creating an active culture
is key in keeping assets in this
area and bringing more depth to
the talent pool,” said Turner to
Nooga.com.
This year, the event attracted
over 180 people from all sorts of
creative professions. According
to the conference organizers,
TopCon will hopefully be turned

into an annual event.
“It’s an interesting time in
Chattanooga,” said Turner to
AIGA. “Right now there’s a lot
of talk about innovation and the
growing start-up culture. Our
hope is that TopCon begins to
demonstrate that designers are
a valuable asset to the community.”
This year’s speakers included
Aaron Robbs, a New York
City-based graphic designer and
art director, who is originally
from Chattanooga. Previously,
he worked at MailChimp; now,
he works for Kickstarter in New
York City. Lydia Nichols, a West
Coast designer/illustrator who
has worked with companies
such as Playskool and Progresso,
and Aaron Draplin who owns

Draplin Design Company in
Bend, Oregon also spoke at the
conference.
One of TopCon’s sponsors this
year was Fancy Rhino, a creative
agency started by two Covenant
graduates, Isaiah Smallman ‘11
and Drew Belz ‘10.
“Covenant alumni have been
at the center of Chattanooga’s
design community since the
city experienced its renaissance
about 10 or 15 years ago,” said
Drew Belz, chief creative officer
at Fancy Rhino. “We, as a company, want to invest in anything
that brings creatives into town
and brings artists together to
think about how design and art
effects the growth of this city.”

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Mary Grace Stocker at marygrace.stocker@covenant.edu.
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#ForbiddenLove: How to ruin Shakespeare in 118 minutes
by Juliet Cangelosi
Carlo Carlei and Julian Fellowes–
two names we should all hope
will never follow a Shakespeare
title again– have presented a
bastardized version of “Romeo
and Juliet” that fails to live up to
both the original play text and
the precedent set by previous
adaptations. This adaptation– if
it is even deserving of being
called such– treats the original
language and verse as nonessential, and the costuming,
period, and chisel-cheeked
actors as primary. Instead of
putting forth the deep passion
and societal critiques that
define Shakespeare’s classic,
this “Romeo and Juliet” does
nothing for today’s audience but
spoon-feed sap-ified, dumbeddown, unsubstantial prose in
the form of a weak 21st century
teenage romance movie dressed
in Renaissance garb.
Perhaps the single most offensive element of this adaptation
is its treatment of the original
prose. Julian Fellowes, creator of
Downton Abbey, adapted the
language for the film.
In a recent New York Times
article, Fellowes said, “To see
the original in its absolutely
unchanged form, you require a

kind of Shakespearean scholarship and you need to understand the language and analyze
it and so on.” Fellowes went on,
“There are plenty of perfectly
intelligent people out there who
have not been trained in Shakespeare’s language choices.”
Lines such as “I’ll look to like,
if looking liking move,” are
wordily altered to, “I’ll look and
try to like him if that is what my
parents wish.”
Sadly, Fellowes misunderstands the responsibility of great
art, and that is, to move the
audience in such a way that
will provoke them to think. An
adequate film adaptation of
this play that treats the material
responsibly will compel a viewer
to investigate the content.
Additionally, a well-executed
Shakespeare play will be
moderately comprehendible
with the aid of skilled actors,
and artful, intentional direction– two components this film
was seriously lacking. There
is much to be gained from a
Shakespeare play that is true
to the original language, even
without the ‘Shakespearean
scholarship’ Fellowes mentions.
Fellowes’ position on the matter
of textual adaptation suggests
that previous adaptations of

this play (most famously, the
versions by Baz Luhrmann and
Franco Zephirelli) are largely
inaccessible, even to “plenty
of perfectly intelligent people”
simply because they stuck to the
original language.
A second major problem with
this adaptation is the unhelpful,
distracting plot additions. In the
film, Tybalt confronts Juliet at
the ball and warns her to stay
away from Romeo. Rosaline is
present at the ball, and speaks
a few lines to Benvolio, who
temporarily attempts to win her
himself after Romeo loses his
interest. The marriage of Romeo
and Juliet is no longer left up
to the audience’s imagination,
as the ceremony takes place on
screen and in Latin, followed
only by yet another indulgent
kiss– an element that is excessive throughout the film.
The only redemptive qualities
of this film were its gorgeous
sets and elegant costuming.
“Romeo and Juliet” (2013)
stayed true to the period in
regards to its superficial aesthetic. The movie was filmed on
site in Verona, and the grand,
vivid colors and scenery were
never lacking in the beauty and
passion that match the original
play. However, this did not make

up for the soiled verse, oversimplified plot, and lackluster
acting. The few components
that this film executed moderately well were ultimately nonessential for a fair adaptation of
“Romeo and Juliet.”
This adaptation overindulges
in the romance, making this film
unpalatable and the cinematic
equivalent of cotton candy–
fluffy, unrealistically sweet,
and of minimal substance. If
the director wanted to water
down the language for an
adaptation, he should have
considered Ten Things I Hate

About You or She’s the Man as
worthy inspiration. These films
do not give the appearance of
faithfulness to the original play,
and then grossly manipulate
the language. Rather, they take
the themes and create liberal,
modern adaptations. With little
substance to stand on, and perverted verse and prose, “Romeo
and Juliet” (2013) wears the
mask of a faithful adaptation yet
ultimately overrides what made
Shakespeare, well, Shakespeare.

watching. The universe of the
nine realms in which Thor is
set is beautiful, and if you are
humble enough to wonder,
the movie will captivate you. In
stepping into Asgard, it feels
like stepping into a world much
larger than one’s own, a realm
which will remind viewers of
Rivendell and Lothlorien. Not
surprisingly, I found two of the
harshest criticisms of the movie
to be its strongest points.
First off, several critics found
the grandeur of the movie to be
off-putting. Thor 2 is supposed to
have improved from Thor in that it
doesn’t take itself too seriously and
Loki is praised as being the driving

character in the movie while Thor is
criticized as being a flat character.
In both of these thoughts, I find
what is most wrong and bizarre
about modern sensibilities. Most
people think too highly of themselves to be serious about anything
that really matters. They are far too
proud to be enamoured by a story
far larger than themselves. The
modern sensibility is repulsed by
epics because it expects the audience to submit to its own reality.
Many people scoff at the grandeur
of a movie such as Thor, and in
their scoffing lose the capacity to
wonder at its greatness.
Secondly, the character of Thor
is criticized because he is said to

be invincible, which is exactly the
reason I felt the movie was quality.
Some say Thor is too noble to be
interesting. To this, I pose the question: How boring and terrible must
a person be to think that nobility
is boring? Thor is a good character
in the storyline. He is exemplary in
action, and the growth he displays
from the beginning of the first
movie to the end of the second is
first-class character development.
When the viewer first meets Thor,
he is violent and arrogant. By the
end of the second movie he refuses
his birthright to the throne because
he can better serve the people of
his kingdom apart from it. Loki’s
character, on the other hand, is

praised by critics, though I can’t
help but think this is only due to
the fact that they suffer a modern
obsession with a faulted character.
Characters are thought to be flat
if they don’t suffer some angst or
evil. Loki is praised by critics in his
faults while Thor is criticized for his
nobility. There is something wrong
in this criticism.
Overall, Thor 2 is worth seeing
and is especially worth paying five
extra bucks to see in 3D. To quote
an honored librarian on the topic,
“But, I mean, Natalie Portman.
You know what I’m saying?” Truer
words have never been spoken.

Ladyish.com

Thor 2: Captivating in its grandeur
by Peter Bradshaw
Despite its rating on Rotten
Tomatoes, Thor 2 is a movie
worth seeing. The movie
continues the storyline that
began in Thor and continued in
The Avengers, which centers on
the powerful god Thor, who is
cast out of his Asgard home to
live among humans on earth.
In this, he becomes their noble
defender. Thor 2 picks up with
the story of Thor, remedying
the disunity of the nine realms
that Loki had caused at the
end of Thor. A fitting sequel
to Thor, the grandeur of both
films is what makes them worth
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New Girl: A TV snob’s weakness
by Adrienne Siegenthaler
New Girl, or, Why Did I Watch
Every Episode Over the Course
of a Week? My parents ran a
strictly TV-free home, which has
become rather cool considering
the chapel talks of late. But, in
all seriousness, though I railed
against them at the time for
making me the misfit that could
never talk about American Idol, I
have come to thank them. Also
I have become somewhat of a
snob.
I am judgmental of people who
are addicted to their shows, and
have always felt a sense of selfrighteousness that The Office is the
only show I ever watched all the
way through. At least it’s sophisticated humor, right? Well, over Fall
Break I fell into a Netflix vortex (It
was my roommate’s mom’s Netflix
actually. I’m that roommate.), and
watched the entire two seasons of
New Girl. That’s 49 episodes. That’s
a lot of hours.

The thing is, though, that New
Girl violates almost every selfrighteous, I’m-too-smart-for-TV
category there is. It’s cheesy, it’s
silly, and above all, it’s so revoltingly
girly. And yet, I watched episode
after episode laughing more as
they went on.
So what is New Girl? New Girl is
a sitcom about a single girl named
Jess (Zooey Deschanel), who
moves into an LA loft apartment
with three single guys. Life, love,
and laughter ensue. Yes, this
sounds like the queen mother of
all clichés, but what makes New
Girl worth viewing is its perfectly
balanced ensemble cast and its
increasingly smart writing. At the
outset, New Girl appears rife with
stereotypes: the cute goofball,
the scruffy average joe, the zany
sidekick, the sassy African American friend, and the icy-hearted
model. And, indeed, it took a few
episodes for the writers and actors
to free the characters from these
molds, but by the end of Season 1

they truly hit their stride. Now, in
the midst of Season 3, the show
is maturing admirably. Other than
the ridiculous amount of sex the
characters have, and, of course,
the inane slapstick comedy that
must happen to remind everyone
that they are indeed watching
a sitcom (caught with my pants
down sneaking into my boss’s back
yard!), the characters are pretty
cool people. They have very visible,
believable flaws, making their
moments of growth and connection with each other surprisingly
tender.
Also, the show is just funny.
Zooey Deschanel is willing to make
herself look ridiculous without
going too far and alienating the
audience. She’s got some great
moments of physical comedy
and has found a way to make
Jess crazy but still believable.
The true comedic anchor of the
show, however, is Schmidt (Max
Greenfield). Through Schmidt, the
writers are able to showcase the

majority of their witty humor. With
quotes like, “Damn it! I can’t find
my driving moccasins anywhere!”
he’s impossible not to laugh at.
The writers and actors are still
working out the kinks, most notably, that the characters who are
not white (Winston who is African
American and Cece who is Indian),
are the most flat and undeveloped.
If the development of the other
three main characters is any
indication, though, the ensemble
will only become stronger.
New Girl is the show that made
me shelve my snobbery. Is it
perfect? No. Is it funny? Yes. Not
convinced yet? A Netflix viewer
wrote this high praise in the
comments section: “I am in love
with this show!!!!! <3 Watched
both seasons in like a week. Please
bring season 3!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! :)”
So, try out New Girl if you get a
chance. It’s funny, it’s entertaining,
and there’s kissing.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

Everyone dresses the same
each one as different as the next
alone together on a mountaintop
ironic and awkwardly original
living with baseball players
and ballroom dancers. Each
week
is a new band for listening
and the same old board game
comforting as a mother’s kiss.
Such a collision of similar
differences.
Such a strange flavor of art
in the collision of air, warm and
cool,
spiraling out like a storm
blowing the leaves off trees
orange and brown, each one
uniquely the same
We feast on moral hedonism
We dance in the most appropriate
extravagant imitation of the
forefront fad
All these leggings and jeggings
and mom-jeans on men
who stay up late baking brownies
and then walk to class through
the wind
their rolling suitcases thundering
quietly
their trench-coats melding with
the clouds
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Culture shock at Covenant: An Indonesian perspective
by Kristie Jaya
One of the funny things I notice
when striking up conversation
with people at Covenant is that
sometimes they don’t realize
I’m not from the United States.
“Your English is so good,” they
say. “I didn’t realize you’re not
from America.” Well, wait until
you’ve seen me stopping in the
middle of sentences, finding it
hard to find the right word to
use. Or, wait until you realize
I don’t get 80% of the jokes
chapel speakers say. I might pass
as an American for the first five
minutes of the conversation,
but there’s no denying that I’ve
lived on the opposite side of
the globe for 18 years of my
life. Learning English in school
back at home might have been
a huge help, but it doesn’t take

me long to realize that there are
some things you can’t translate.
Most of the cultural differences I felt when I came
here were subtle. While the
“How are you” and “How’s it
going?” routine everyone uses
was slightly overwhelming at
first, I was surprised by how
familiar some things are. The
most obvious difference I
saw though was in going to
Covenant dances. Seeing a
bunch of people clumped up
together, jumping and dancing
unabashedly to some upbeat
music at Kilter was just plain
weird. I was ready to accept
the fact that I’m the epitome
of a wallflower and planned to
spend the night sitting down
away from the crowd, only to
have friends pulling me to jump
up with them. While I have to

admit I was surprised by how
fun it was, my ideal social event
is still eating and having lengthy
conversations around the table.
In Indonesia, one of the popular traditions for a girl is to hold
a big birthday party when you
turn 17. We call it “Sweet 17.”
The girl picks a place, orders
food, and dresses really nicely.
Some girls just invite friends
to a nice restaurant, reserve a
table, and spend three hours
eating and talking. Some girls
reserve a hotel ballroom, use a
large event organizer, have the
room decorated with all kinds of
themes, make invitations with
a dress code in it, and have a
“dance floor” at the end. Three
of my friends had these “dance
floor” things and though the
party was wonderful, the dance
floor part was literally me and

my school friends staring into
the blaring lights and talking
about how they hurt our eyes.
While some people did dance,
the event organizer at some
point actually bribed my high
school friends and I with gifts so
we would dance.
Kilter might be a different
example, but the truth is, differences are awkward and hard
to deal with most of the time.
If differences could be solved
like Kilter dances, where you
walk to the dance floor feeling
dreadfully awkward, but end
up having fun anyway, then life
would be paradise. If differences
were so easy to bridge, so easy
to conform and solve, then
maybe divorce rates would
plunge, friends would be easier
to make, and roommate fights
would be nonexistent.

But is that the life we are
called to? In the middle of all
these differences, I’m reminded
that I need God to love. I need
to hang on to God when I feel
like understanding my American
friends is so much harder than
understanding my Indonesian
friends. I’m reminded that God’s
preeminence is far bigger than
me, my life and all the things
I’m familiar with. I’m reminded
that God’s family doesn’t only
consist of my denomination and
race, but of people everywhere
around the world with different
languages and ideas and even
styles of worship. I am reminded
that there are some things that
don’t translate between cultures
– like jokes, or experiences, or
traditions – and if we dare to
hope for unity, it can only be
through God.

Framing autism correctly
by Karen Werkema
This article is both in response
and anticipation. First of all, it is
a response to Dr. Young’s chapel
talk a few weeks ago, “This I
Believe: We are Disabled When
the Disabled are not Among
Us,” and secondly, in anticipation of the upcoming play,
Waiting for the Paint to Dry.
I wholeheartedly agree with
Dr. Young’s statements about
the disabled. The disabled are
wonderful and beautiful and
teach us lessons “normally
abled” people could never
show us. More than that
though, they have intrinsic
value because they are children
of God. His image may be
broken in them, but it is broken
in all of us. They are no less
God’s children because they
are, as Dr. Young said, “differently abled.”
I have spent considerable
time volunteering with autistic

children. I have seen teachers,
therapists, and aides struggle
to teach the simplest lessons
to a child much older than
their grade level. I have seen
tantrums that physically
endanger both the child and
those around him. At the same
time, I have seen curiosity and
friendship beyond compare. I
have seen laughter and joy that
I have never experienced with
“normal” children.
However, I have also seen
misconceptions and stereotypes
of these children brought about
by books, movies, and television, which brings me to my
anticipation for Waiting for the
Paint to Dry. This play is about
two brothers, one with autism
and one without and the
struggles of caring for someone
with a disability. I want to make
two things clear. First, I have
not seen the play and am not
trying to judge it—my sincerest
apologies if anything comes

across that way.
Second, I am encouraging
you all to go see this play, and
am excited to see it myself.
I know very little about the
story of Waiting for the Paint
to Dry, but what I do is that
the actor portraying the autistic
boy is working his hardest to
be accurate. He has asked me
questions and asked people with
autistic siblings, he has watched
videos, and done research. No
one is purposely misrepresenting this disorder, but it can be
misrepresented nonetheless.
That being said, be cautious.
One autistic character in one
play should not be the basis for
how you view autistic people in
real life, especially considering
that this character also has
OCD, social and separation
anxieties, and agoraphobia.
Such thinking is how stereotypes come about. After seeing
Rain Man many believed that
everyone with autism was

exactly like Dustin Hoffman’s
character, and that’s not the
case. It is impossible to correctly
stereotype autism because each
person with autism is different.
There some are tell-tale signs:
avoidance of eye contact,
flapping, rocking, and echolalia
(repetition of words), to name a
few, but each child has these to
varying degrees.
The full title for a diagnosis is
an Autism Spectrum Disorder.
Autism can range on a scale
from such high function that
you might not notice anything
in brief meetings, to such low
function that the child cannot
speak. In schools, individualized
education plans are created
for each student because each
child has such vastly different
needs. What I’m trying to say
is: if you’ve met one person
with autism, you’ve met one
person with autism. Just as you
and I are different, each person
with autism is different. So

often we look at the disorder
and forget that there’s a person
underneath the label.
I do not propose to tell you
how you should view people
with autism or list what they
can be like exhaustively. My
purpose is to give you a context
before you go see a play about
an autistic boy. I encourage you
to learn more about autism
either before or after you see
the play or even if you choose
not to attend. I know there are
people on this campus with
siblings or other close relatives
with autism. If you know one
of those people, ask them
questions. Try to understand
what it’s like for families to live
with an autistic child or sibling.
Try to understand the vast array
of differences these children
can have. My prayer is that
when stereotypes are replaced
with truth you may love these
people as much, if not more,
than I do.
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Why so pessimistic, America?
by Stephen McKerihan
Societal trends, despite their
apparent triviality and impermanent nature, can often have
a significant impact on our
mindsets and the way we react
to the world. When these reactions become habit, that they
are ingrained into our attitudes
and lead to a complete change
in our culture. We can see this
clearly in the recent development of America’s strong
pessimism towards the direction
of the country and the integrity
of the government.
A new poll conducted by the
Wall Street Journal and NBC
news indicates a mere 31% of
Americans are optimistic about
our system of government, compared to the 29% on the other
side of the scale. Even when
compared to time periods such
as post-Vietnam and Watergate,
which were generally categorized as low points for the
nation’s outlook, the statistics
suggest there is a significantly
stronger national sense of
pessimism for our government

now than at any time in recent
history. This depressed outlook,
though definitely not new, is
growing at an alarming rate.
But for every change in culture
there is a cause, and in this case
I believe there are many.
First is the economy—the
institution on which the population’s happiness, comfortability,
and welfare depend. Ever since
the 2008 financial crisis, our
financial system has been
unstable. This has often been
blamed on the government
which plays a central role in the
economy, since it is the only
legal producer of money and
the “great stabilizer” in the
case of a depression. So when
this governing body decides to
gridlock its own financial expansion and stability by entering
a shutdown and skirting the
edges of default, the reputations
of everyone involved are compromised. After a showdown
such as that, it’s no wonder
Americans are becoming upset.
The media has also played
a massive role by inflaming
the whole situation. A story

becomes newsworthy by
containing conflict and drama,
thus the “spin” of mainstream
news television is often very
polarized. People see an issue
in Congress and believe that
they have to have an extreme
opinion on it, because the
program makes it feel like a
life or death situation. Once
the viewer is “hooked” and
becomes a regular consumer,
the party lines become apparent
in that person, who now lives
in a world where compromise
is not possible. This intense
partisanship eventually leads
to ideological zeal and hostility
towards different groups. The
attitude is then reflected in our
elected officials who represent
their constituents, and thus
cause gridlocks such as the
government shutdown. This
self-perpetuating cycle has the
potential to subvert the foundations of this nation.
But national pessimism is
not propagated by domestic
factors alone. Revelations such
as the information leaked by
Snowden have damaged our

image internationally and left
Americans wondering if our
own government has now
become the enemy. After the
exposure of programs of surveillance on American citizens and
allied nations, people are more
skeptical than ever of whose
best interests are actually being
protected. We see that, due to
mistakes and dishonesty, our
confidence in the government
of the United States has been
shaken.		
So what can we say about this
movement towards resentment
and skepticism of our federal
government? First, that the
irresponsibility and malevolence
of the media, citizens, and
politicians are causing problems
in our ability to solve problems,
leading to frustration, disunion,
and distrust. Second, that it is
very pertinent in the younger
generations, who have been
bombarded by news of scandals
and incompetence since their
introduction to the political
sphere. And finally, that this
trend is dangerous to our
security a solution must be

Huffingtonpost.com

pursued.
If we distrust the government that provides security
and stability for us, we are
undermining those very values
and efforts. But simultaneously,
we cannot ignore the major
faults that lie within our system
and continuously compromise
the laws and standards of our
nation. The best way to confront
this dichotomy is to address the
issue on an individual level and
evaluate why we choose the
positions that we do. Once we
have identified and eliminated
certain external factors from our
decisions, such as media bias, a
transformation will take place. If
the populations general position
is more moderate, the representatives will follow suite, and
we will start to see real, healthy
progress once again. Pessimism
stems from dissatisfaction, and
by improving the morals and
productivity of our government,
we can maintain our status as
proud Americans.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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David meets Goliath: Covenant vs. UTC

Covenant Athletics

by Stephen McKerihan
Last Friday night, Covenant
College Scots confronted
their second NCAA Division I
(DI) opponent of the season,

University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga (UTC), in what
some would say was the classic
analogue of David and Goliath,
but that would simply be misleading. Unfortunately, the Scots

basketball team’s away game
ended with the preverbal David
being conquered, with a final
score of 119 to 56. Thankfully,
the loss did not result in soiled
honor or our school’s population
being enslaved by UTC. In fact,
I came away from the game
feeling a sense of pride that I
was a Scot.
The UTC team had several
advantages such as size, with
their average height of 6’7’’.
As a DI school, their facilities
were obviously much more
substantial, with a stadium
capable of seating thousands
(which it did). This home
court advantage played a
significant role in the win, as
their confidence was boosted
by a friendly and energetic
environment. Yet despite all of
these things, the Scots played
admirably, gaining experience in
the process of playing the large
DI institution.
At this point in the season,
Covenant’s basketball team has

played more DI schools than most
DI schools have been able to
compete against. On Nov. 2, we
faced off against Kennesaw State,
which, in addition to the UTC
game, leaves our team with good
amount of experience entering
the rest of the season where we
will be playing significantly less
heavyweight teams.
Both games showcased
promise for our players, as we
sporadically displayed impressive
shots and quick pace of
gameplay against heavily favored
teams. Players such as Nate
Frierson, Teron Ferguson, and
Robby Bell led the team with a
collective 27 points. Freshman
Will Portlock also played a
significant amount of the game,
with a consistent performance.
To be honest, the more
enjoyable part of watching
our boys play at UTC occurred
when I was evicted from my
seat, because the stadium’s
500 empty seats indicated that
they were reaching maximum

capacity and needed to make
space (heavy sarcasm). Some
might wonder if the Covenant
students that were showing too
much support for their team and
they relegated us to the upper
balcony to mitigate our presence
in the arena. Although I do
not have any exact numbers,
the amount of students from
Covenant was impressive, with
just enough enthusiasm to not
feel like you were alone when
you cheered.
Looking at the game in
retrospect, it would be easy
to have a negative outlook on
the game, simply based on
the score. But the experience
for our team was far from
embarrassing, and the potential
was obvious. After competing
in UTC’s massive dome, I cannot
wait to attend more Covenant
basketball games and watch
the Scots take what they have
learned to become a dominant
team in USA South Division III
basketball.

Scots Spotlight: Beth Burgess
by Grace Hooper
Name: Beth Burgess
Year: Junior
Hometown: Nicholasville, KY
Sport: Women’s Cross Country
Major: Biology (Math, Chemistry, and Missions minors)
How long have you run cross
country?
Since my junior year of high
school.
What/who got you to start
running cross country?
Growing up I loved playing
sports, soccer, basketball, etc.
and I used to think that runners
were crazy. I mean who runs
for fun? But, when my school
added a cross country team I
joined, and here I am.

What’s your favorite tradition of the Lady Scots’ cross
country team?
I’m not sure if it’s a tradition
yet, but in the past two years
(prompted by Ruthie Cargill)
our team has started singing
worship songs on the bus and
often in the hotels the nights
before our races.
What do you do to get
pumped up for races?
Honestly, simply praying and
dwelling on God’s word helps
me get in the right mindset
before a race. Also, it is helpful
to mentally prepare for the pain
and remind myself that if at any
point in the race I do not feel
pain then I most likely need to
push myself harder.
What’s your favorite Bible
verse and why?
Hebrews 12:1-2, “Therefore,

since we are surrounded by
such a great cloud of witnesses,
let us throw off everything
that hinders and the sin that
so easily entangles. And let us
run with perseverance the race
marked out for us, fixing our
eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and
perfecter of our faith. For the
joy set before him he endured
the cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand
of the throne of God.” I can’t
get past the words, “For the joy
set before him he endured the
cross.” Christ’s love for us is so
great that He considered it a joy
to suffer for us! I have no reference for this kind of love. Also, I
love the race imagery it uses.

Covenant Athletics

the country showing dogs.
What is something about
you that most people don’t
know?
When I was in elementary
school I used to travel around

What is your favorite Christmas present you have ever
received?
A pinball machine...I love games!

What’s been the funniest
moment on the cross country
team?
When Eliot, a freshman on the
team, decided to give us girls
some relationship advice...

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

