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Chattanooga
creates city
center plan

Strategic
planning begins
by Garrison Dale

Biblical studies, English, and an
MAT degree.
After being reviewed by
leadership of Covenant’s
faculty, Board Committee, and
Administration, the MOU was
signed and sent to YPPH in early
summer 2014. YPPH revised
and returned the document in
September. If the Board decides
to sign the revised MOU,
Covenant will move forward to
sign an attorney-drafted letter
of intent, and finally a legally
binding contract with YPPH.
On Oct. 10, the Steering Committee will read their summary
statement before the Board,

The strategic planning process
which will determine the
college’s direction and goals for
the next three to five years will
be launched during Thursday’s
Board of Trustees meeting.
The purpose of the strategic
planning process is to include
the voices of various members
of the Covenant community
(faculty, staff, students,
parents, board members
and alumni) to set financial,
academic and financial goals
for the college.
Issues like the Indonesian
satellite campus, building
campaigns and expansions in
academic programs are likely
topics.
“The work will begin with
the collection of input on
strengths, weaknesses, critical
issues and strategic priorities
from various constituent
groups,” said President
Halvorson. “The first round of
stakeholder input will involve
focus groups with trustees,
trustee advisors, faculty, staff
and students that will be
conducted in conjunction with
the Board meeting.”
Each focus group will

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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by Mary Grace Stocker
Community engagement for
city planning has been a part
of Chattanooga’s history. The
first civic engagement process,
Vision 2000 in the mid-1980s,
allowed citizens to voice what
they wanted to see improved in
the city.
“If you are going to build a
city for people, then people
need to tell you what city they
want,” said Justin Tirsun,
senior planner at ChattanoogaHamilton County Regional
Planning Agency.
Chattanooga leaders are now
bringing back that public process with the City Center Plan.
Leaders at River City Company,
downtown’s economic development organization, along with
the Benwood and Lyndhurst
foundations sought community
input during the City Center
Plan three-day design charrette
Oct. 7-9.
“The area focused on in the
City Center Plan is between 6th
St. and 11th St. and Georgia to
Interstate 27 with an extension
of Patten Parkway,” said Kim
White, president of River City
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Faculty consider Indonesia with mixed feelings
by Rebekah Taft
As the Board of Trustees decides
whether Covenant will establish
a satellite campus in Indonesia
or not this week, Covenant
faculty members await an
answer with mixed feelings.
“In the opinion of the Faculty
Steering Committee, the majority of the faculty at Covenant
College have significant objections to the Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) which
the Covenant Board of Trustees
will be considering at their fall
2013 meeting,” the Steering
Committee wrote in a summary
statement of faculty opinion

early this week.
The MOU is a document
drafted to define a common line
of action between Covenant
and Yayasan Pendidikan Pelita
Harapan (YPPH), an Indonesian
foundation that wants to fund
a Covenant branch campus in
Jakarta, Indonesia beginning in
fall 2014.
The MOU specifies that the
satellite campus would be an
international teachers’ college
operating in Jakarta under Covenant’s Board of Trustees and
accrediting agency. Covenant
would use its own curriculum
at the campus, offering a BA
in early childhood education,
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Talus: A new Lookout Mt. restaurant
by Bethany Daniels
If you happen to miss dinner
one night and need a delicious,
reasonably-priced meal, there is
no need to convince your friends
to drive down the mountain
with you. Simply head north
on Scenic Highway, past the
Lookout Mountain Post Office,
and in the complex of retail
establishments and offices near
the Town Common you will find
a little-known dining option.
Talus, a semi-recent addition
to the culinary offerings of Lookout Mountain, features “New
American Cuisine” prepared and
cooked by chef and owner, Erick
Wood.
“I loved Talus because it has
a super relaxing atmosphere.
It’s high-quality food, like you
would get a fancy and expensive
restaurant, but it’s really affordable. I went there twice this
week,” said senior Corinne
Walsingham.

Strategic planning
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE

concentrate on different parts
of the planning process like
admissions, advancement/investment, finance, and student
development. A roster for the
focus groups will be completed
in the next week.
The day before the board
meeting, the Student Senate
will meet to discuss the key
strengths and weaknesses of
the college, the critical issues

Wood describes the menu as,
“eclectic and classical.” Talus
opened February of this year,
replacing Hill City Pizza at 812
Scenic Highway. Several Covenant students are employed
there and notice that not many
of their peers are aware of the
restaurant’s existence.
“Talus has been open for
several months, but we kind of
all associate that area with Hill
City. The food is so great and
it’s sad how few people know
about it, or know how cheap it
can be for Covenant students,”
said senior Hanna Hill, a server
at Talus.
One incentive to visit Talus is
the 25% discount offered to
Covenant students. The Saturday
special features 50-cent wings
and college football on TV.
Wood encourages people to
“come in for great food and a
good time.” He thinks Covenant
students should take advantage
of the convenient location, free

wi-fi, and pleasant atmosphere,
and relax by playing some pool
and darts.
“My favorite food is the Four
Cheese Burger. It’s simple, but
delicious,” said senior Rosbie
Mutcherson, who began working at Talus in May.
Former head chef of Northshore Grille, Wood attended
the College of Culinary Arts at
Johnson and Wales University in
South Carolina. He is passionate
about serving excellent food and
providing a great atmosphere
for customers. Though Wood
values a simple menu, he is
always experimenting in the
kitchen to come up with daily
dinner specials.
“He is a food service chameleon!” said senior Sam Auffarth,
also a server at Talus. “I started
here a month ago and it has
been a great place to work. The
food is amazing - I haven’t had a
complaint yet.”
Wood wants to keep the

menu simple, but always experiments in the kitchen to come up
with daily specials.
“If Erick is out of a particular
food, he’s innovative and will
create new dishes on the spot.
He’s very adaptable,” said Hill.
Wood encourages people to
support small businesses in the
community by eating local. He
displays artwork by artists from
the community and attempts
to buy as much food as he can
from local vendors.
“Talus is a great place for
Covenant students to go out with
friends, on a date, or even with
family. It’s a perfect location since
it’s only five minutes away and
has a laid-back atmosphere with
high-class food,” said server Kim
Auffarth, a senior at Covenant.
Wood mentioned the possibility of opening up Talus as
a venue for performers if there
is an interest. He also said he
would consider pushing back
the closing time if there was

the college will face in the next
3 to 5 years and the college’s
development priorities. Their
ideas will be added to the
discussion during the Board
meeting on Thursday.
Student Body President Molly
Anderson is part of the student
development group.
“I’ll give a report on what
the Senate did in the spring,
what we are doing this
fall, community themes at
Covenant and the overall
atmosphere of the student

body,” said Anderson.
During Thursday’s meeting,
the various focus groups are
scheduled to meet from 1 p.m.
to 4 p.m. followed by a dinner
in the Great Hall.
The second round of input
will come from surveys given to
alumni, parents, donors, students and pastors. Also, a series
of one-on-one interviews will be
held with key constituents.
The college will be working
closely with TSI Consulting
Partners, a consulting firm

based in Michigan that specializes in strategic planning,
throughout the process.
“TSI will compile the results
of our surveys, focus groups,
interviews, and will present
those results to a strategic
planning committee made up
of trustees, trustee advisors,
faculty, staff and student,”
said Halvorson.
The committee will meet
in mid-November using TSI’s
results to draft a concise plan
for the college’s next three to

Behance.com

enough of a demand for it. He
is excited for the potential Talus
has for becoming a restaurant
Covenant students frequent.
Current hours at Talus:
4 p.m. - 9 p.m. on Monday
11 a.m. - 9 p.m. TuesdayThursday
11 a.m. - 10 p.m. FridaySaturday

five years.
“Their goal will be to distill
strategic priorities and objectives for the college to a single
page that can serve as a guide
for decision-making processes
and resource allocation at the
college,” said Halvorson.
The plan will be reviewed in
the early months of 2014 and
approved in the Board’s March
meetings.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Don’t babysit with that thing”
- Dr. Jones in Old Testament World on Wilson Ricketts’ mustache.
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The Verdict

Yes… to fall.
No… falling in
love at Preview
Weekend.
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Company.
A team of professional
consultants, including experts
in economic development,
architecture, transportation
and other fields, took input
from members of the public at
the brainstorm session at the
Bessie Smith Cultural Center on
Oct. 7. The team then used the
feedback to help create a plan
to spur residential, commercial
and civic development in the
City Center district. Wednesday
night’s event was a time for the
planning team to showcase the
community’s feedback.
“The goal of this planning
process is to facilitate a community vision and produce an
actual plan for the continued

Faculty on Indonesia
CONTINUED FROM FRONT PAGE
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along with results of a recent
survey and a poll administered
to formally communicate faculty
advice on the situation.
The survey, administered three
weeks ago at a faculty meeting,
reveals that in mid-September
59.7% of faculty (37 people)
were strongly opposed or
opposed to a branch campus,
19.4% (12) were neutral, and
21% (13) were in favor or
strongly in favor of it.
A final poll administered on
Tuesday reveals that faculty
opinion has only slightly shifted
since mid-September. Faculty
were asked to vote yes or no on
whether they support “some
kind of Covenant College
branch campus in Jakarta,
Indonesia.”
About 25 faculty members
voted in favor of the branch
campus. Six people in this group
want to sign the MOU as it currently stands, and the rest want
to Covenant to significantly
rewrite the document before
signing.
About 40 faculty members
voted against the branch campus. Nearly 34 of those people
hope that Covenant will support

NEWS 3

evolution of the city,” said
Christian Rushing, consultant for
the City Center Plan.
Rushing then said that the
team will go on to create a
definite plan which they will
finalize by the end of November.
Monday night’s brainstorming session was introduced by
Mayor Andy Berke. He said,
“Back in the day, Chattanooga
was called the Dynamo of Dixie.
There was a boom and then a
bust. Then we boomed some
more. Then we busted again.
Now in my mind, we are ready
to boom like crazy.”
The brainstorm and community input session on Monday
night was attended by more
than 150 people. The team of
leaders identified specifics, such
as vacant buildings and parking
spaces, that were detailed

on maps given to those who
attended the brainstorming
session on Monday night.
The event continued with
teams forming around tables,
facilitators guiding discussions,
and ideas being tossed around.
Each person was asked to list
three adjectives of what they
envisioned the City Center
district to be like 20 years from
now. They were also asked what
they saw to be different in City
Center in 20 years.
Stroud Watson, urban design
planner and father of the Urban
Design Studio, said, “You cannot move a city forward without
everybody in the city aware
and involved with what you are
doing. Dialogue, commitment
and ideas no matter how far
out they are, are the key for
the planners and the doers and

the development of a “sister
college” as a separate institution
and six professors oppose any
involvement at all in Indonesia.
A “sister college” relationship
means that Covenant would
help YPPH in areas such as
hiring faculty members to
teach in Jakarta and providing
curricular materials, but the
schools would remain separate
institutions with their own
Boards and accreditation.
Reasons that most of the
faculty approach the branch
campus idea with caution are
numerous.
Survey results indicate that
accreditation, resource drain,
distraction from Lookout Mountain campus, neo-colonialism
and a compromise of Covenant’s
mission are prominent concerns.
Many faculty members believe
that more time needs to be spent
evaluating the venture before
making a final decision, as is
evidenced by the fact that 21
faculty members wrote “wait” or
“due diligence” at the bottom of
their ballots on Tuesday.
“We need to take our time to
figure out the right questions to
ask, and to get the answers,”
said Assistant Professor of Political Studies Dr. Cale Horne, who
would like to see a formal risk

assessment administered before
signing the MOU.
Professor of History Dr. Paul
Morton would like to know
more about the social, political
and economic context surrounding the branch campus before
making a decision.
“I think we are not ready to
make a decision because we
haven’t done our due diligence.
This [opinion] is based on needing to know more things. This is
not based on fear,” he said.
Professor of Education Dr.
Steve Kauffman would like
to see Covenant partner with
YPPH, but thinks the sister
college approach is the best,
citing that that it is ten times
more popular in higher education right now than operating
branch campuses.
“I would like to see us come
alongside the International
Teachers College in Indonesia
and take steps to help them,”
said Kauffman.
But the opinion held by faculty
who support opening a satellite
campus reveals a confidence that
it can and should be implemented seamlessly by next year.
Head of the Education Department Dr. Jim Drexler emphasizes
that the YPPH sees a “current
and urgent need for the type of

Timesfreepress.com

the makers to pull out the right
things to do and get them done
over a period of time.”
For more information about
the City Center Plan, visit www.
rivercitycompany.com.
educational programs Covenant
has” and he wants to help them
make them happen through a
branch campus as soon possible.
Associate Professor of Art
Kayb Joseph, who used to
teach in Asia, also sees the
need in Indonesia as a good
enough reason to pursue this
opportunity now.
“The explosive growth of the
Gospel in many places in Asia
has created a deep need for spiritually mature and theologically
grounded Christians and intellectuals,” said Joseph. “Given the
extreme need and the invitation
of Asians to partner with them
this is an important opportunity
for us to consider.”
Dean of Instructional Technology Dr. Ginner Hudson believes
a lot of good would come out of
a branch campus in Indonesia.
“I believe that God has
providentially connected us with
these brothers and sisters in
Christ in Indonesia,” she said.
“It would be disappointing if we
were to say that due to some
uncertainties, we are not willing
to meet this challenge.”
But while the Covenant
faculty have various opinions,
the Board has the final say and
is expected to make a decision
by Oct. 11.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Mary Grace Stocker at marygrace.stocker@covenant.edu.
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Pride and Prejudice: A delightful adaptation
by Calvin Cummings
This past weekend the theatre
department presented Jon Jory’s
adaptation of Jane Austen’s
seminal novel Pride & Prejudice.
The screenplay beat at the
same lively pace as Joe Wright’s
and Deborah Moggach’s 2005
feature length film adaptation
of Pride & Prejudice, with the
striking difference in Jon Jory’s
adaptation being the breaking
of the fourth wall, which several
characters do in order to give
context to skipped dialogue
and scenes from the novel.
This immediacy of action and
reaction mirrors the fervent
desires of the culture Jane
Austen lived in and wrote about.
Desires for betrothal, security,
and connection are the focus
for the Bennett family. With five

daughters they must depend
on the generosity of others
and of God while they wait for
their children to marry so that
they are not turned out of the
house that they have no right
to inherit. This is the story of
those who make due with what
they are given, working within
their social structure without
rebellion. And throughout, they
learn love--dynamic, progressive, ephemeral, and at times
necessarily rational. And the cast
gave a delightful performance
that captured this nuance last
Saturday evening.
The play benefited greatly
from a cast that seemed to
play to their strengths, which
is to maintain their characters’
personality throughout the
evening. Mr. Collins, played
by Matthew Mindeman, was

consistently discomforting,
and Mr. Bennett, played by
Drew Glidewell, consistently
fun-loving and lacking in selfseriousness. Elizabeth Bennett
(Ann Jones) and Mr. Darcy
(Austin Crim) had an animated
repartee while staying true to
the more stoic nature of both of
their characters. Jane (Bethany
Post) was ever sweet, and Mr.
Bingley (Rob Schonthaler) ever
sincere. Kitty (Emma Shope) and
Lydia (Joy Ohanion) remained
vapid, and Caroline Bingley
(Hillary Eames) conniving. All in
all, the main characters stayed
true, hardly deviating from their
course.
However, there was one
character whose presence and
action was the most subtle of
the whole cast yet had a most
profound impact. Ian Badenoch

played three separate nameless characters of “Officer,”
“Servant,” and “Ball Guest,”
but his servant presence brought
forth a somewhat confounding
perspective to the viewer. As
Ian served dutifully and mum,
the viewer could become
particularly in tune with where
and how the action of the play
takes place. It is at parties, in
sitting rooms, on carriage rides,
and in perambulatory privacies
that this story of aristocratic love
is told. One becomes keenly
aware that no one sees any
work being done. The viewer
knows Darcy and Bingley are
men of great consequence,
but how? And who is Ian really
and how did he end up serving
the household of Bennett? This
story is suddenly colored by an
understanding of the privilege

that led to its inception. It
almost becomes frivolous, seemingly inconsequential. There is
certainly something to be said
for a critique of this presentation
that reads into the adaptation
postcolonial presuppositions,
but it is an interesting line of
thought, right?
Every adaptation is an interpretation, and the one done
by the theatre department this
past weekend and this upcoming weekend was and will
be delightful, no matter how
one feels about Jane Austen’s
ignorance of the working class.
Tickets are $7 for adults and
$5 for students and seniors. The
play will be held in Sanderson
215 on Oct. 11 at 7 p.m. and on
Oct. 12 at 2:30 p.m.

of this show, and is widely
acclaimed amongst his fans.
Nothing grabs your attention
more than a distressed and
half-naked man wearing a
gas mask manically recording
himself giving a farewell to his
family. This is in fact exactly how
the pilot episode of Breaking
Bad opens as it introduces the
audience to the focal point of
the show, Walter White. Thankfully, the confusion doesn’t last
long as the season quickly jumps
into the meat of the story. The
plot revolves around Mr. White,
a genius in his own right, who
is relegated to teaching a high
school chemistry class to unappreciative students. Resentment
over his circumstances comes
to fruition when it is revealed
that he has terminal lung cancer
and only a short time to live.
This revelation pushes him over
the edge and he comes to the
conclusion that he will begin
cooking meth in order to do
what he describes as “providing
for his family.”
Throughout the story two

questions repeatedly arise about
Walt’s actions. First, how far
is he willing to go? From the
beginning, Walt is vehemently
opposed to violence, but by the
end of the first season he has
already killed two drug dealers in
the name of self-defense. This is
the beginning of a slippery slope
as his obsession with success and
dominance is followed by a trail
of bodies, and is a stark contrast
to the Walt we meet at the
beginning of the show.
His character regression is
directly related to the second
question, why does he make
the choices that he does? Our
protagonist seemingly has two
answers. Mr. White’s response
was always that he wanted to
provide for his family and not
leave them with debt from his
chemotherapy. We realize that
this is is how he justified all of the
laws he broke, lies he told and
people he betrayed. Yet the first
and last episode of the whole
series reveal the true motivation
for his change in character and
abandonment of morality in his

statement, “I feel/felt alive.” The
vice that brought him to these
decisions was a desire to right the
wrongs in his life, to seek justice
by changing his fate and actually
causing waves and earning
prestige the way he “should
have” all along. Finally, we see
that this motivation has led to
Walt’s pursuit of a life of danger,
excitement and competition.
For those of you with a weak
stomach, this may not be the
entertainment for you. From
bodies melted in acid to crushed
heads in an ATM machine, this
is easily one of the most gruesome shows I have seen. There
is a strong sense of darkness
that emerges from many of the
characters, and it is because of
Walter’s personal decisions. The
third to last episode is called
Ozymandias, after a piece written
by the English poet Percy Shelley.
The most critical lines of the poem
read, “‘My name is Ozymandias,
king of kings: Look on my works,
ye Mighty, and despair!’ Nothing
beside it remains. Round the
decay of that colossal wreck,

boundless and bare the lone and
level sands stretch far away.” This
reference infers that the result of
Walter’s choices is the destruction
of his friends and family.
The overall tone of the show
is gloomy as we watch this
proud man ruin the lives of many
people. Yet the originality of
the plot, as well as the acting
and moral dilemmas that are
constantly brought into the
spotlight, are features of the
show to be admired. It is these
factors that remind me of a
sticky yet nourishing peanut
butter sandwich. Though much
of the show can be considered
overly violent, this violence is not
unnecessary. As for the glass of
milk, well I can’t get into that
very much seeing as so many of
you have not finished or even
started the show. Let me just end
by saying that after seeing the
finale, I felt like I would never see
a TV show I respected as much
from start to finish as Breaking
Bad. I will boldly claim it as one
of the greatest works of modern
entertainment ever made.

Breaking Bad : Seductively delicious
by Stephen McKerihan
Have you ever eaten a grilled
peanut butter and honey
sandwich, and washed it down
with chocolate milk? The first
thing you do is get through the
sandwich, which is sometimes a
struggle due to its sticky nature.
But nothing feels better than
following that snack up with
some milk to satisfy your dry
mouth and leave a refreshing
taste afterwards. I believe that
this seductively delicious snack is
a valid analogue to the experience I had as a viewer of AMC’s
latest TV drama, Breaking Bad.
Breaking Bad is an Emmy
Award winning series starring
Bryan Cranston, who won three
consecutive Emmy Awards for
his role as Walter White in the
show. Along with our lead are
two-time Emmy winner Aaron
Paul, who plays Jesse Pinkman,
and Anna Gunn, who plays Mrs.
White. This previously unknown
cast is now well respected. Director Vince Gilligan has also won
several awards for his creation
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Mountain Affair 2013 in review
by Holton Winburne
2013’s Mountain Affair brought
a heap of musical diversity onto
the stage. From the multitude
of singer/songwriter debut
performances to yearly fan
favorites and classically trained
musicians, what can be said
of this year’s Mountain Affair
can be said of every year’s
Mountain Affair: there was
enough musical diversity to keep
the night interesting. But while
Mountain Affair executive Matt
Brown did his job bringing in a
range of talent, Covenant itself
fumbled in making this highly
personalized talent show more
humdrum than previous years.
In the end, this year’s Mountain
Affair was better host to simple
participators than to pioneers.
As a musician, my expectations were high and my hopes
hushed as I took a step back
from performing and found a
seat from which to observe.
Fighting an outpouring of
personal obligation and high
forecasts for performers, what
I sought was intentionality in
the music presented. I was

looking for art that was not
stumbled upon, but born from
thoughtful innovation and a
challenging writing process.
Here is a brief review
of some key acts that did
their job well and stood out
amongst the others:
Sweater Weather: At risk of
sinking under the deluge of
the large number of musical
voices included, this bouncing
“waltz” proved odds wrong
and earned a solid third place.
Headed by 2011’s winner Taylor
Kelly, the band boasts musical
risks and a comfortable stage
presence. From sexy sax solos
to ukuleles, rhythmic French
and Kelly’s celestial cries, this
gliding piece was a refreshing
take on acoustic rock.
Lie or Die: Over the top? Yes.
Muscle shirts without the muscles? Yes. But rock and roll?
Definitely. With band members
who never fully weaned off
their 80’s punk rock mothers,
Lie or Die weaved and slayed
as one. If you take a keening
sense of pleasure in rattling
chapel windows and popping
eardrums, rock and roll at

Covenant is a treat whether
greasy or cheesy. While most
Covenant students in their love
of all things acoustic are like
sheep amongst lions when it
comes to rock and roll, in that
ignorance, Lie or Die thrived.
Clairmont: Last year’s fun,
folk quintet was back, but with
charisma, for there is no doubt
in anyone’s mind that Ellen
Davis earned this band second
place with her show-stopping,
soul-grabbing performance.
Backed by Andrew Christenberry’s engaging chord progression and well-structured
songwriting, the harmonizing
trio by no means created a
“been-there-done-that” feel. If
they exuded any feeling, it was
confidence.
Catherine Mullins: Though
Covenant students deal with
the subconscious disappointment of this year’s Mountain
Affair winner not bearing
a “gritty” instrument that
boasted rugged charisma, I can
guarantee Catherine Mullins
does not bother herself with
such trifling thoughts. For
bringing forth an art form so

astonishingly transcendent
to the rest of the Mountain
Affair performances, Mullins’
act was flawless in every sense
of the word. With effortless
complexity, dynamic levels,
artistry, grace, and beauty, it
was only a matter of time until
this hidden harpist received
the recognition she deserves.
Though some bemoan Mullins’
performance for lack of excitement, Mullins dedication to
her instrument shone through
in her performance and is
testimony enough to where
her passion lies. It was a treat
for all of Covenant to see
her perform, and I hope this
performance is one of many
that will teach students a finer
appreciation of the higher arts.
But in the midst of these
intense classical guitar solos,
singer/songwriters, and even
some spoken word sprinkled
like a cherry to top off the
night, this year’s Mountain
Affair connected on a more
emotional level than year’s
past. AJ Lowe’s personal song
in Bass recollected the confusion of lost heritage. Chad

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

Victoria Barr

Caroland’s seven-minute epic
rip-roared and tore in what
some call the most passionate
performance of the night.
These voices made for a night
that no individual could walk
away from without feeling
they connected to the music
on a personal level.
While the musicality paled in
comparison to Mountain Affair
in years past, what made this
year worth it was the sense
of comradery. For the first
time ever Mountain Affair was
host to bonfires and general
meet and greets with the sole
intent of turning contenders
into friends. In the end, what
made Mountain Affair worth it
was the emotional connection
so many found solace in on a
personal alignment. Whether
voiced through the actions
of performers on stage or in
the presence of the student
audience drawn together as
one body, what was special
about this year’s Mountain
Affair was the strong sense of
community.
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Nonprofits need open source software
by Scott Hoelsema
Windows or Mac? You can’t
win with that question. There’s
always someone armed to
defend his operating system
to the bitter end. What you
might not know is that a
growing minority is using a third
option—namely Ubuntu, Mint
or other Linux distributions.
These operating systems are
part of a broader collection of
software packages known as
OSS, or Open Source Software.
Some OSS you may be familiar
with include Firefox, Audacity,
OpenOffice, and GIMP.
Open source software is
developed by a loose network

of programmers worldwide.
These programmers share
their code with each other
with few restrictions; many
people contribute their time
and talents to make OSS better
and more functional. Global
society as a whole is able to
utilize the fruits of their labor
usually without charge. While
OSS programmers are probably
not altruistic, they do believe
in community-driven model for
development. In this model,
participants identify needs
and work with the community
to produce software and fix
bugs. Participants can shape
the objectives and functionality of the software based on

their vision of its usefulness to
themselves and the community.
This spirit and its manifestations lead me to believe that
nonprofit organizations (NPOs)
should embrace OSS (Community Development majors,
listen up!). Like non-profit
organizations, OSS is a different animal than commercial
ventures for monetary profit.
NPOs and OSS aren’t about
making money; they’re about a
community coming together to
make things better. Their similar
nature makes coupling the two
natural.
Beyond ideology, OSS is
a sustainable and scalable
solution for NPOs. While

proprietary licenses have initial
costs and costs to upgrade to
the next version, OSS licenses
are most often free of charge.
While reducing overhead costs
to run the NPO, this also means
they will be able to maintain
up-to-date software on as many
machines as they need to.
OSS is extremely customizable
(especially compared to proprietary software), allowing the
NPO to shape it to its particular
needs.
I don’t suggest that NPOs
should use OSS as some sort of
rebellion against the for-profit
world. Rather, they ought to
welcome OSS as a fitting solution for their needs. In doing

so, they champion the success
of the OSS paradigm, which
coincides with their own. OSS
is a testament to the efficacy of
community-driven efforts. NPOs
that embrace it are furthering
their commitment to the power
of community to make positive
change. That’s pretty flowery
language, but every choice we
make says something about
who we are and what we
believe in. NPOs using OSS
can spark conversations about
what it means for an NPO to
be community-oriented, to
embrace a model that values
participation from its members
to fulfill their needs.

Compulsory voting: Good or bad?
by Conrad Meek
This past Constitution Day
(Tuesday, Sept. 17), the History and Politics Department
sponsored a guest lecture from
Dr. Andrea Hatcher, associate
professor of political science at
Sewanee: The University of the
South. Her lecture, titled “Voting:
To Preserve, Protect, and Defend
the Constitution,” focused on
a practice unknown to many
Americans: compulsory voting.
Adopted by a several democratic
countries, compulsory voting is
exactly what it sounds like; voting
is required of all eligible citizens.
Failure to vote results in a fine or
community service. Compared
to other options, it is a radical
approach, but considering the
horrible voter turnout in America,
it might not seem so extreme.
In 2012, 57.4% of eligible
voters in America participated in
the presidential election. With
President Obama winning a little
over half of these, only 28.7%
of Americans cast a vote for our
current president. In 2010 the
number of total voter turnout fell
to 41%, indicative of the general
trend that local elections suffer
more from a populace unenthu-

siastic about voting. In Australia,
where compulsory voting is
enforced, 79.8% of eligible voters
participated in the recent 2013
federal election, their equivalent
of a presidential election in
America. Ironically, this is worrying
Australians. Although significantly
higher than America’s, it is the
lowest turnout they have seen
in decades. Setting the numbers
aside, we should consider voting
as essential to representative
government. It’s almost a nobrainer that a democracy rests
in the hands of the voters. The
argument “it’s our civic duty” to
vote (often with the addition that
it is our Christian duty to vote as
well) is hackneyed, but it is so
true. Without voting, every other
civic duty imaginable cannot exist.
It is the basis for our democracy,
even if many Americans choose
not to participate.
But even Dr. Hatcher, who presented the case for compulsory
voting very eloquently, doubted
whether compulsory voting
could ever become a reality in
the United States. America’s
two-party system is not incentivized to change the status quo,
and the fierce libertarian streak
that is embedded in our national

consciousness is revolted by the
idea of the government making
us do anything. But even if
Americans turn up their noses
at compulsory voting, there are
other options that are available
to reinvigorate voter turnout.
First, we should pressure our
state legislators to really reconsider the strict photo voter ID
laws that are being debated in
state houses across the country.
Maintaining the integrity of
the democratic system is very
important, but there is simply no
reliable evidence of widespread,
systematic, in-person voter
fraud. As Dr. Hatcher put it,
strict photo voter ID is “a solution in search of a problem.”
The primary supporters of
this legislation are Republican
lawmakers who are accused by
their adversaries of suppressing
the votes of those more likely
to vote Democratic. Softening
these voter ID laws or banishing
them all together would be
a great first step in boosting participation in American elections.
Another option is making
Election Day a federal holiday.
Several states already observe
this by closing state offices for
the day, and some employers
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have special provisions for their
workers to be able to vote. Helping boost turnout is a practical
matter and there are politicians
who know this and will mobilize
an armada of vans every Election
Day. Maybe we should take note
of this and motivate our local
governments to make voting
more convenient. Ensure that
the precinct is accessible and the
location well-advertised. Make
information on voter registration
easier to understand. This is
not the work of the governor.
It’s the job of the regional party
chairman, the county registrar,
and the local volunteer. Once we
start looking around, the ways in
which we can make voting more
convenient begin to abound.

These ideas exist on a spectrum. Softening voter ID laws
is the least we can do, while
compulsory voting would be a
very large undertaking. I am,
and I feel like many Americans
would agree with me, extremely
suspicious of advocating for the
federal or state government
making me do anything. I am
sure many excellent arguments
exist against compulsory voting,
but something about the idea
captures my interest. Perhaps
opening the discussion on the
sweeping reform of compulsory
voting could capture the interest
of America’s leaders and then
lead to awareness and solutions
for the very real problem of
America’s voter turnout.
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Don’t settle for an easy life
by Katie Glass
This summer I spent a month
abroad in Indonesia. To be
perfectly honest, I only went
because I love to travel and
needed to fulfill my Intercultural
Experience. I had no desire to
teach overseas and I was comfortable with simply enjoying the
experience in the moment and
returning to my comfortable life
in the U.S. I wanted to live closer
to my family after graduation
and pursue a life that would be
relatively easy.
But something changed this
summer—I witnessed heartbreak, poverty, and spiritual darkness like never before in my life.
I stood on a balcony in the third
largest mosque in the world and
watched women, enshrouded by
legalism, bow face down on the
ground in worship to a false god.
My heart broke and something
sparked inside of me. My last
two weeks in Indonesia, I felt a
desperate longing to reach the

Muslims and the lost. I started
to feel the desire to go back to
Indonesia but at the same time I
was scared. I did not like the idea
of giving up my comfort and
leaving my family and friends to
be a continent away in a strange
land with a foreign language. I
knew it would a sacrifice and I
tried so hard to fight it. But then
two weeks later I heard a sermon
about denying all for Christ. And
I asked myself, what would I be
willing to deny for the sake of
the gospel? Was it too much
for my Savior to ask that I give
up the comfortable life I had
planned out? I was convicted.
I can’t tell if it was because
of my experience abroad, or if
it’s just a side-effect of being a
senior, but I have been filled by
this conviction all year. I prayed
for my heart to be open to
whatever call God was placing
on my life. I found myself caught
between my innate desire for
comfort and my heartache over
the apparent apathy my genera-

tion has towards denying worldly
things in pursuit of holiness and
the spread of the gospel. I felt
like a hypocrite.
But as the days of this year
quickly pass and I become more
aware of how fleeting my time is
at Covenant, I long that Covenant’s mission be stamped on
my heart and that my education
will not have been in vain.
I also long to throw off all of
the excuses that I seem to find
for reasons God can’t use me to
further his gospel. As someone
who has spent most of my life
battling chronic health conditions, I find that becomes my
excuse. I’ve spent time reading
the words of David Brainerd, a
young missionary who sacrificed
all and endured physical pain for
the sake of the gospel.
“Oh this pleasing pain,” he
writes, “it makes my soul press
after God.”
One of my deepest prayers for
Covenant this year is that we
all as students would be willing

to pursue holiness rather than
worldly possessions and prestige
by sacrificing all for Christ. I
feel hopeful when I hear other
students talk and discover the
calling Christ has placed on
them. And I feel discouraged
when nights of worship are
poorly attended, second to
watching TV, doing homework,
or hanging out with friends.
My sincere hope would be
that every student at Covenant
would not settle for the life of a
nice house, easy job, two kids,
and weekly church attendance. If
God blesses you with a good job
and a large salary, give it away.
If God calls you to the mission
field, go. If God asks that you
step outside your comfort zones
in pursuit of His gospel, do it.
What a difficult, but satisfying
calling has been placed on our
lives. God has given all of us
talents and abilities that should
be used for Him. He has blessed
us all with an amazing education
that most people in the world

can only dream of. This pursuit
of the gospel will NOT be easy
for you or for me. I am too
selfish and I like being comfortable too much. This life would
be the hard choice. But one
question convicts me over and
over—have I been called to a life
that is easy?
I would love it if you would
join me in praying that the
Covenant community would not
crave the life that is simple and
comfortable, but that we would
be willing to give it all up, just
as Christ gave everything up for
us. “If anyone wishes to come
after me, he must deny himself
and take up his cross and follow
me. For whoever wishes to save
his life will lose it, but whoever
loses his life for my sake and the
gospel’s will save it. For what
does it profit a man to gain
the whole world and forfeit his
soul?”

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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Division III status
brings positive change
by Grace Hooper
Tuesday, Sept. 1, all students
and staff in the Athletic Department at Covenant College
wore shirts reading “I’m an
NCAA Division III Athlete.” The
shirts and other expressions of
excitement, such as the Great
Hall turning Scots Royal Blue,
was the way the Covenant
community marked the ending
of the four-year transitional
period to the NCAA. Sept. 1,
2013 began the Scots’ official
active membership status as an
NCAA Division III institution.
The NCAA was founded in
1906 to harbor fierce and fair
competition at the collegiate level
for more than 1,000 institutions
and over 500,000 studentathletes. In 1973, the NCAA
partitioned into three divisions.

Today, Division II is the largest in
the association with Covenant
College bringing the total number
of institutions claiming membership to 442. The focus of Division
III rests primarily in academic
achievement. They strive to create
student-athletes who compete
with integrity on and off the field.
“NCAA Division III is the ideal
athletic affiliation for Covenant
College and our athletic department,” said Director of Athletics
Kyle Taylor. “Division III’s core
values align very well with our
philosophy of athletics.”
So what does this mean for
Covenant’s Athletic Department? Division III rules and
regulations seek to minimize
conflict between academics
and athletics through shorter
practice and playing seasons,
number of games, and regional

competition so players miss
fewer classes. This transition
for Covenant emphasizes roots
in maintaining a student first
attitude, as well as offering
eligibility for Division III benefits.
This is the first year Covenant
is eligible for conference and
national postseason play as well
as national awards.
“Division III competition
has pushed us to be focused
student-athletes on and off the
pitch,” said Junior Women’s
Soccer player Bethany Logan.
“It’s exciting to fight for an
NCAA national championship
for the first time while keeping
our studies a priority.”
While the NCAA Division
III association celebrates forty
years of academic and athletic
excellence this year, the Scots
have high hopes of making a

Scotland Yard. We would paint
up for the games, sing all the
cheers, celebrate the victories,
mourn in defeats, and dream of
one day playing collegiate soccer. My first soccer coach was
Covenant’s very own Anthony
Tucker, who coached one of the
LMSA U8 boy’s soccer teams
here on the mountain.

recite of the Lord’s Prayer, and
perform the classic CHA CHA
cheer before games. Despite my
terrible voice, we usually sound
quite good.

Christina Schuman

big impact in the established
division, as well as a new conference (USA South). Come out
and support your fellow students

in various athletic competitions
as the Covenant community
aims for NCAA national titles for
the first time in school history.

of William Wallace and get
psyched up to represent my
faith and the Scottish tradition
of my school.

If you could be an Olympic
athlete, what would your
sport be?
If I could be any Olympic athlete
I would most definitely be a
gymnast. Despite the spandex,
those guys are absolute beasts
with amazing coordination and
strength.

Scots Spotlight: Hudson Brock
by Grace Hooper
Name: Hudson Brock
Year: Junior
Hometown: Lookout Mountain, GA
Sport: Men’s Soccer
Position: Defender
Major: Interdisciplinary Studies
(Business minor)
How long have you played
soccer?
I’ve been playing soccer since I
was seven, so almost 15 years.
What/who got you to start
playing soccer?
My dad encouraged me to play
soccer, primarily by bringing
my brother, Builder, and me to
every Covenant soccer game on

What’s your favorite tradition of the Scots’ soccer
team?
My favorite tradition of the
Scots soccer team is the communal singing and praying.
Pregame we sing the doxology
and the Tartan Army song and
post-game we sing “It Is Well”
and, oddly enough, The National
Anthem. In addition we pray,

What do you do to get
pumped up for games?
To get pumped up I recite the
definition of motivation which
my dad ingrained in me at a
young age, “Motivation is the
stuff that permeates your entire
being when you have a clear
and vivid picture of what you
want to do (worship the Lord
through soccer) and who you
want to be (a Christian athlete)
and an intense burning, all
consuming desire in your heart
to fight for it.” In saying these
words I can’t help but think

What’s your favorite Bible
verse and why?
My favorite verse in the Bible is
Romans 8:28 because it points
to hope that Christians have in
the sovereignty and love of God.
What is something about
you that most people don’t
know?
Something about me that
most people don’t know, other
than possibly Roy and Kendi
Anderson, is that I am a die-hard
awkward homeschooler at
heart.

What’s been the funniest
moment on the men’s soccer
team?
Although I can’t disclose the full
details of this story, one of the
funniest moments of my time
on the soccer team was when
Garrison Dale played peekaboo
with the Wheaton trainer.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

