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US Census
report reveals
Chatt. stats

Climbing the
collegiate ranks
by Lily Davis

USA South and NCAA championships, and its athletes qualify
for national awards.
While postseason play and
award benefits were important
factors in switching divisions, the
main draw to Division III had to do
with its branding and core values.
“The NCAA is a more established national brand that we as
an institution want to be affiliated with. This is a great move
from an identity, recruiting, and
philosophy standpoint,” said
Director of Athletics Kyle Taylor.
The NCAA was established in
1906 and has more than 1,000
schools under its jurisdiction.

Recent college rankings in
Washington Monthly and U.S.
News and World Report show
that Covenant has been recognized as an excellent collegiate
institution on a national level.
In August, Washington
Monthly ranked Covenant
15th out of 100 schools in its
yearly list of top baccalaureate
colleges. This is an improvement
since last year, when Covenant
placed 48th in this list.
The Washington Monthly
rating looks at what colleges are
contributing to the United States
as a whole, representing what
they call “true public interest.”
According to the website, categories used to judge this term
include “social mobility (recruiting and graduating low-income
students), research (producing
cutting-edge scholarship and
PhDs), and service (encouraging
students to give something back
to their country).”
“Although the standards
and indicators used by the
Washington Monthly do not
align perfectly with those of
the college, it is nice to be
recognized as an institution that
serves the public good. As our

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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by Kendi Anderson
Chattanooga residents are
making more money according to the latest U.S. Census
Bureau’s American Community
Survey, and the poverty rate has
decreased by 8% in the city.
The survey shows that the
median income for Chattanooga
residents has risen from a 2011
level of $33,250 to $40,116
in 2012, which is higher than
pre-recession levels. Chattanooga still lags behind the
median national income rate
of $51,017, but many believe
that the local economy is seeing
large improvements.
The median income means
that 50% of the people surveyed make over that amount
and that 50% make less than it.
The data for the survey is
taken from a relatively small
sample size, Bill Fox, director
of the Center for Business
and Economic Research at the
University of Tennessee told the
Chattanooga Times Free Press.
The margin of error was more
than $3,000 for these 2012
estimates in median income
levels and was also large in
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Scots granted NCAA Division III status
by Rebekah Taft
Athletes across campus wore
t-shirts marked, “I am an
NCAA Athlete” on Tuesday to
celebrate Covenant’s acceptance
and active membership in the
National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) Division III.
Active membership in the
NCAA Division III came into
effect on Sept. 1, 2013.
The transition period between
Covenant’s old division, the
National Association of Intercollegiate Athletics (NAIA) and the
NCAA Division III began in 2009
and was drawn out over a fouryear period. The NCAA requires a

four-year provisional membership
before a college can fully partake
in the division’s benefits.
Former Director of Athletics
Tami Smialek and former Compliance Coordinator Laura (Peterson) Mlynski were big assets in
moving the process forward.
“The dedication of those two
women to this transition laid the
foundation for full membership
in the NCAA that we have
now achieved,” said Associate
Director of Athletics Tim Sceggel
in a statement on the Covenant
Athletics website.
Now that Covenant is fully a
part of Division III, it has access
to postseason play, including the
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Steam Logistics launches in Hamilton County
by Mary Grace Stocker
The founders of Access America
Transport, a third-party logistics
firm that has grown organically
to $550M in annual revenue
in its first 10 years, will launch
Steam Logistics, LLC on Oct. 1
to pursue international opportunities. Specializing in international air and ocean shipping,
Steam Logistics is the newest
creation of the Chattanoogabased entrepreneurs Ted Alling,
Barry Large, and Allan Davis,
who started Access America
right after college.
“For years we have remained
focused on building Access
America and taking pride in
doing everything within our
power to satisfy our customers,”
Alling, the company’s CEO,
said in a prepared statement to
Nooga.com. “As a result, the
clamoring got louder from many
of our customers who wanted
the same level of service to fulfill
their international shipping
needs. That is where Steam
came in.”
Like Access America,
Steam Logistics is based in
Chattanooga, with offices
in Warehouse Row. Steam
Logistics is not a subsidiary of
Access America, but the two
companies will work in tandem,
Alling said to the Chattanooga
Times Free Press.
The founders have put
$600,000 into starting the new
company and have hired 12
people, with plans to add an
additional 50 in Chattanooga.
So far, all of the company’s key

Fancyrhino.com

hires have come from other
cities like Chicago, Atlanta,
and Cleveland, OH, according
to Alling.
“Any time a company is
headquartered in the city neighboring your college or university,
it adds a layer of opportunity,”
said Covenant’s Director of the
Center for Calling and Career
Anthony Tucker. “Headquarters
of organizations typically have
not only a greater number of job
opportunities but more widely
varied opportunities and career
paths as well. This is good news
for students and alumni that
represent a wide variety of skills
and interests.”
After an international
search, the founders of Steam
Logistics recruited longtime
transportation executive Brad
Kemp to lead Steam Logistics
as chief operating officer.

Kemp previously held a top
management position with a
leading global logistics company in Cleveland, OH.
“We have an opportunity to
do something very special in
international logistics based on
the credibility of our founders
and their proven track record,”
Kemp said in a prepared statement to Nooga.com. “After
seeing the level of commitment
to our customers, which
enabled Access America to scale
aggressively, I know Steam is
bound for success. We are going
to replicate the Access America
model and apply it internationally.”
The company will handle
shipping for everyone from small
family-owned businesses to
national businesses and shipping
all sorts of commodities.
To some it might seem

unusual to launch an international logistics company in a
mid-sized Tennessee city.
“Chattanooga has become an
international hub for business
with Volkswagen, Alstom,
Wacker,” Alling said to the
Chattanooga Times Free Press.
“I don’t know if we could have
done this 10 to 15 years ago.
Most companies like this are
headquartered in a bigger city or
a city that’s more of a port.”
Kemp expects Chattanooga’s
central location will be a major
competitive advantage.
“A lot of our competitors
are what I’ll call legacy competitors,” Kemp said to the
Chattanooga Times Free Press.
“They have offices in every little
port across the country. They’ll
have 50 or 60 offices across
the United States. It becomes
difficult, in my estimation, to

consistently manage that far
flung of an operation.”
Steam Logistics expects to
open offices in ports like Miami,
Los Angeles, Chicago, and
Atlanta for air freight import
and export. The company will
also open a sales office in the
next six weeks in Minneapolis,
MN. Even though there will
be offices opening up in other
cities, Chattanooga will remain
the central hub.
Steam Logistics is starting
out as a 12-hour-a-day operation, however, within 18 to 24
months, the business will move
to a 24-hours-a-day operation
in order to accommodate
worldwide customers, Kemp
said to the Chattanooga Times
Free Press.
The company will celebrate a
grand opening on Oct. 1.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Feel free to object and throw vegetables at me… metaphorical vegetables.”
~Dr. Barham during Shakespeare
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2011, which makes it possible
that the incomes from the past
two years may be closer than
the numbers show.
Though an increase of
about 1.5% in the labor force
in the year surveyed from
2011-2012 in the Chattanooga

yes... to John
Holberg

Climbing the ranks

no… to
everyone else
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students and alumni respond to
extraordinary callings in ordinary
places, we are eager to have
the name of Jesus be honored
above all,” said Vice President
for Academic Affairs Dr. Jeff Hall
in a statement on Covenant’s
website.
The U.S. News and World
Report 2014 Best Colleges list
also was published recently, with
Covenant ranking 11th in top
regional colleges of the South

NEWS 3

metropolitan area is an indicator
of a growing local economy.
This increase of 3,600 jobs is
believed by the Chattanooga
Chamber of Commerce to result
from the attraction of new companies to the city, the support of
established companies, and the
growing of new businesses.
The poverty rate, which is currently set at a level of $23,050

for a family of four, decreased
to 21% in 2012. The rate was
formerly at 29% in 2011 and
the national rate dropped from
19% to 15%. Chattanooga’s
rate, though still significantly
higher than the national average
is moving in the right direction
and people are reported to have
an easier time finding employment in Chattanooga.

The percentage of people
who lack health insurance
according to the census reports
has dropped by less than 1%
for Chattanooga and the nation
from 2011-2012. In 2012 16%
of people in Chattanooga were
uninsured.

and ninth in most affordable
colleges in the South.
According to the U.S. News
and World Report rankings,
Covenant has the second
highest freshman retention rate
and the highest average SAT/
ACT scores among the ranked
Southern colleges. The U.S.
News and World Report bases
its college rankings on quantitative data and the 16 indicators
they believe to represent what
matters in education.
“This ranking recognizes
that the profile of our students

is well-rounded and robust—
representing not only strong
academic competencies but also
showing ownership and enthusiasm for the type of community
we aim to be,” said Matthew
Bryant, Covenant’s chief enrollment officer, in a statement on
Covenant’s website.
While these rankings are
encouraging, Sarah Ocando,
associate director of admissions,
said that she does not see
the rankings having a large
impact on drawing students to
Covenant.

“Our rankings in US News and
World Report may draw some
students to consider Covenant;
however, my guess is that most
students who enroll here didn’t
learn about us through U.S.
News and World Report. It is far
more likely that they heard of
us from friends, their church, or
their school,” she said.
However, Ocando admits that
Covenant has never done a
study on whether students are
drawn to Covenant due to these
types of rankings.
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Division III is the largest division
of its three divisions.
The NCAA Division III also has
a system in place for encouraging
athletes to be students first, a
vision that meshes well with
Covenant’s philosophy of education as a small liberal arts college.

Covenant College

“[It] fits very well with
Covenant’s view of academics as
co-curricular,” said Taylor.
An example of putting the
student first comes in Division
III’s policy against awarding
athletic scholarships. Under this
rule, student athletes may only
receive financial aid based on
merit and need.
Other policies that encourage

academics are shorter practices
and seasons. The NCAA hopes
that this will translate into less
time spent out of the classroom
and more time spent studying.
“As both a student and an
athlete, I think it was the right
move for Covenant to switch to
Division III,” said senior men’s soccer player Matt Hudnut. “I think
we have good reason to celebrate

the end of the transition.”
Tuesday’s celebratory events,
which included a tailgate in the
Great Hall hosted by Covenant
Dining Services and a home
volleyball game in Barnes
Gym, are evidence that the
event is indeed reason for the
whole Covenant community to
celebrate.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Mary Grace Stocker at marygrace.stocker@covenant.edu.
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An interview with Drew and Ellie Holcomb
by Calvin Cummings
Behind the stage of the chapel,
a few hours before Drew
and Ellie Holcomb went on
for Covenant’s annual Neal
Conference on True Spirituality
concert, The Bagpipe spent
some time with the couple. The
conversation turned to perseverance, doing the mundane, and
unremarkable tasks that prepare
one for a right relationship with
God and one another. Drew
Holcomb & the Neighbors’ latest
album, Good Light, is available
on iTunes, as is Ellie Holcomb’s
new EP, With You Now.
When did you start playing
music?
Drew: I began writing songs
my spring semester in my
junior year of college when I
studied abroad in Edinburgh.
I came back to Knoxville and
starting playing a lot of covers at
coffeehouses and bar gigs to get
my name out there.
When did you and Ellie first
start dating?
Drew: We met when I was
nineteen and she was eighteen,
when I was a sophomore and
she was a freshman. We just
kind of met through different

social circles, and I had interest
in her but knew better than
to pursue her because of her
story. She had just gotten out
of a long-term relationship. We
became good friends and had
a mutual love of music. We
went and saw a lot of concerts
together. And that just sort
developed into something more.
How do you see your faith
and your job interact?
Drew: I never knew I was
supposed to do this. I wanted to
do this, so I tried it and worked
really hard at it and thankfully
had enough people in my
corner and enough patience
and enough breaks that I was
able to continue doing it. This
goes back to my understanding
of my faith and my job. I do
not consider myself a Christian
artist the same way I don’t think
a plumber would advertise
himself a Christian plumber or
a Christian pilot or doctor. Our
faith is something much deeper
and intrinsic to our identity
than our career and vocation. I
think its really unhelpful to, in
the Christian world, to qualify
things vocationally as if they are
tied into their identity. I have an
identity as a follower of Christ.
I have a vocation as a musician.

The label Christian musician
really serves to create a barrier
between the art and the viewer.
When you call something that is
created “Christian” what you’re
saying is that, “You wouldn’t
understand this unless you were
a Christian.” My faith drives my
music the same way my desire
to be a good husband, father,
friend. I take cues from my faith
as far as it means to be human
and alive in the world.
At the end of this statement,
a whistling Ellie pulled back a
partition from the stage and
joined the conversation.
So your wariness to identify
yourself as a Christian artist
is that people would come to
your music and not receive it?
Drew: No, it’s not that. I just
don’t think it’s the music I make.
Christian music, as a genre, is
a specific thing that I do not
make. I also disagree with the
presupposition that you can be
a Christian or a non-Christian
artist. You are an artist, and your
art either reflects beauty or it
reflects destruction. And both
of those things could be true,
it just depends on what you’re
trying to get people to feel. How
can someone tell between a

Christian or a non-Christian chef
just by the food they make? It’s
not because a guy is a Christian
or not that he makes bad food,
it’s because he’s a bad cook.
Let’s not label our music, let’s
just let people try to find truth
and beauty in your art and if
they can’t then you’re probably
not very good at your job.
Ellie: We’ve known several
people that have done Christian
music, music for the church,
worship-type stuff and then tried
to leave that world and tried to
come into the indie-rock world
and its very hard even if your art
is good. Clubs discount it.
Drew: Because you’ve tagged
it. And the only time I ever talk
about it is with writers and
students who are Christians.
Ellie: Your grandmother.
Drew: Yeah my grandmother
always asks, “Is that Christian
music?” and when she listens
to Broadway music I ask her, “Is
that Christian music?” and she
says, “I’ve never thought about
it like that.” I think it’s just good
music. And a Christian drummer,
who doesn’t sing a word, isn’t
good because he is a Christian.
And I don’t think it’s how God
has called us, to separate our
work into a different thing
because we profess faith.

Ellie: Your encouragement to
Christians would be to make
good work. Let’s make beautiful
work and write beautiful songs.
As humans, as people that love
Jesus, let’s make the very best
art that we can.
How do you see your responsibility as communicators in
your job?
Drew: For me, it’s a simple
answer and that is to communicate hope.
Ellie: It’s funny I started writing
songs with scripture woven
in because I was trying to
memorize scripture. Something
I realized about memorizing
God’s word is that I’m a talker,
but also that the Scripture
started becoming a part of
me. He kind of says that that
will happen. It just started
happening when I was praying
for people or for myself. All of a
sudden God’s word started just
spilling out over the edges and
I just thought, “Man, I’d rather
be saying this than anything.”
It’s been really encouraging to
see God encourage his people
with His Word and the goal is to
remind us of what’s true.
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Heavy metal’s mettle
by Michael Brown
At the August 1969 Woodstock
festival, Jimi Hendrix famously
performed his rendition of “The
Star-Spangled Banner.” The
piece is a profound synthesis of
the euphonic melody of our well
known National Anthem, and
the harsh dysphony of Hendrix’s
guitar feedback and sustain.
One could, as some do, compare the euphonic/dysphonic
duality to the discrepancy
between a bloody, costly war,
and the paternal reassurance
of the president, or any other
wartime duality for that matter.
But one doesn’t have to. The
work can be, very simply, an
outpouring of Hendrix’s heart, a
death wail. Amidst all the music
historically used for expressive
power; amidst the blues, atonal,
romantic, upbeat, ironically
upbeat, trance, etc., there
appears to be a notable omission in popular understanding.
I contend that the omission is a

genre with the ability to capture
the unbound force that drove
men of the past to tear their
garments in sorrow; the omission is metal.
Now I concede, there is a lot
of bad metal music in the world
(if you’ll forgive such a philistine
remark), and among the good
metal, there is even less that fits
the artistic category I am suggesting. Therefore, I should note
that I find little value in music
about evil and darkness, which is
created in order to glorify it. I am
very reluctant to give artistic value
to the metal “community” that
wallows in the macabre. The very
force of true lamentation is one’s
desire that the evil never came,
and perhaps never even existed;
a dissonance between the hope
and vision of perfection and the
present fact of suffering.
Probably certain forms of blues
music (the ones that weren’t just
about sex and husbands murdering their cheating wives) came
closest to this category. Yet the

genre is marked by somberness
that itself reflects the duration of
suffering and oppression. I believe
we need a genre to reflect the
sorrow that strikes us in prosperity, such that all our healthful vitality can be unleashed in lament.
A metal song that, I believe,
satisfies this criterion is one
that harnesses the harshness of
distortion, the raw thud and crash
of the drum kit, and hoarse and
raucous vocals that appropriately
reflect the lyrics’ sorrow. As an
exemplification, I consider the
song “Goldie’s Torn Locks” by He
is Legend. With his voice worn
and textured by excessive smoking and drinking, lead vocalist
Schuylar Croom spins together
a few, brief vignettes of child
abuse and suffering. The guitar is
rough and driving, played in drop
C tuning, the drums pound, and
the lyrics bite at your conscience.
Croom then, partly screaming
and partly wailing, utters the
pre-chorus “Oh my God, what
have you done” and flowing into

quiet moments that make up
this film, their friendship grows
out of that agreement.
In the Mood for Love is a subtle
explanation of private interaction;
and there are several “quirks”
through which director Kar Wai
Wong tells his story. The first
of these is that the two lead
characters (Su Li-zhen and Chow
Mo-wan) rehearse conversations.
Upon first realizing their strange
comradeship, there is a scene
in which they are acting as their
spouses in order to find out how
the affair began. They are curious
about the origins of infidelity, and
so pretend to take part in it in
order to understand how such a
thing comes about. Later in the
film, Su Li-zhen practices how she
will confront her husband regarding his unfaithfulness by speaking
to Chow Mo-wan as if he were

her husband. Secondly, Kar Wai
Wong applies a musical motif to
significant moments in the story.
At these times the camera moves
somewhere between normal
speed and slow motion, allowing
the scene to imbed deeply in the
viewer’s mind. These moments
occur throughout the film and
often portray some kind of
dramatic irony in the story.
Both of these techniques,
the conversations and the slow
motion with music, give the film a
certain distance from reality. What
is said is not meant in the present
moment to be for that moment-they are most often speaking
in the past or the future. As the
film progresses, the powerful
emotion that is generated in us,
the viewers, comes not from what
is said, but what is unsaid. The
experience of true love haunts

starnewsonline.com

the chorus sings, “I’m seeing
children seeing things that I think
children shouldn’t see.” The song
continues with the weight of
the horror, as the band first felt
it, weighing also upon you. The
power-chords drive on after the
final chorus as Croom cries, “I
am the child who, the only child
who, I am the child who, I am
the child who saw everything.”
The word “child” he emphasizes
with a harsh scream and lands on
“everything” as the guitars slam
the final chord, drummer strikes
the final drum, and Croom drags
out a soft moan as the guitar
chord fades into thick feedback.
The song is raw and gritty, much
like deep sadness really is.
Art, literature, and film have,

for a long time now, integrated
grittiness into their medium to
convey the darkness. For instance,
many filmmakers have left behind
the dramatic score, high definition cameras and happy endings
to create excellent and tragic
works that say, “This kind of evil
is happening” and the audience
weeps together. Psalm 88 didn’t
need to be high-flown in its
language and didn’t need to say,
“… But it’s alright” at the end.
The psalmist and his audience
knew that God is sovereign. And
this doesn’t trivialize the bitter
reality evil presents. There is a
place for presenting and mourning the brokenness of this world,
and to that end I believe metal is
artistically meritorious.

In the Mood for Love
by Hannah Lutz
In the Mood for Love is a dream.
Set in Hong Kong, this film tells
the story of Su Li-zhen (Maggie
Cheung) and Chow Mo-wan
(Tony Leung) who become next
door neighbors during the hot
summer of 1962. Both are
married to a spouse who works
too much, leaving them alone
most nights. Without the usual
garish sentimentality or overly
passionate attraction found in
many screenplays, they become
friends. Their shared love for
noodles and martial arts serials
begins a series of conversations
that eventually lead to the
discovery that their spouses are
having an affair with each other.
They resolutely agree that “We
will never be like them;” and
through the many expressive but

stilemaschile.com

the story because it is forbidden
and unthinkable. In the wake of
such terrible grief over the loss
of marital trust and happiness,
these two characters would not
dare repay their husband and
wife in kind by falling in love with
each other. The film is a glance,

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Hannah Lutz at hannah.irwin@covenant.edu.

an expression, a sway of the
hips, the smoke from the end
of a cigarette. The rich and dark
cinematography drips with mood
as we watch the bloom of a
romance that can never be.
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Thoughts on Covenant’s administrative decisions
by Phil Dennis
In my four years at Covenant,
I have noticed confusing ways
with which money is handled at
the college. I’ve seen repairs that
desperately needed doing while
the BUILD Campaign was going
on simultaneously. I’ve seen
the college take actions that
seem to suggest that tuition
and donation dollars are more
important than campus community, and I’ve heard of plans
to expand Covenant College
beyond Lookout Mountain
that are frustrating and don’t
seem to make a lot of sense.

I’m writing this because I want
to address some issues that I’ve
seen, fully acknowledging that I
don’t have all the facts.
A notable example can be
seen in the fairly drastic changes
to building communities in both
Carter and Founders. Instead of
only admitting the students we
can house, a traditionally men’s
hall was disbanded in Founders,
leaving the men-women hall
ratio at 4:6, and last year we
saw the fifth floor of Carter
become men’s halls. This seems
to say that the desire for higher
enrollment supersedes the need
for hall and building continu-

ity. Sacrificing community for
numbers doesn’t seem right to
me.
Also notable are the continued plans to expand. Growth
is good and important, but
not if it causes us to neglect
buildings and resources that
we have already been given to
steward, especially Carter Hall
and the Chapel. How can the
college justify expanding when
we already have buildings that
suffer from leaks and other
problems? If I were a donor
who came and saw Covenant, I
would be extremely hesitant to
donate money because, judging

by some of the other buildings
on campus, I would assume
that my money would be used
to build something that would
become neglected.
Maybe all of this is too judgmental or harsh. I admit that
those are possibilities. However,
this isn’t entirely my fault, for
the college doesn’t inform the
student body on very many of
their administrative decisions.
Unless there are projects that
for some reason must be kept
under wraps, it would be great
if the administration could share
more about what is going on
with us. There are people who

Rethink your ink
by Lynae Rockwell
Maybe you’ve noticed the rising
popularity of tattoos. Come
on, it’s sort of impossible not
to notice. But perhaps you are
skeptical of the tattoo craze.
Perhaps you have dismissed
tattoos as irresponsible or only
reserved for hipsters or people
trying to be cool. In this article, I
would like you to think again.
I myself have dipped my
toes into the “tattoo pond.”
I’ve gotten four of them and
each are significant to me in
different ways. Do I regret any
of them? Not at all. I believe

a common misconception
about tattoos is that you will
eventually regret them. On the
contrary, a well-thought-out
tattoo can be a timeless treasure. Time and experiences can
shape a person and sometimes
it is necessary to put lasting
marks on the body to represent
events or concepts that have
left lasting marks on a person’s
mind and soul. Tattoos are
more than just some ink being
dug into your skin; they can be
thought of as “new skin” - skin
that has been transformed to
be more meaningful in one
way or another. Granted, there

are those tattoos that aren’t
the greatest idea (the dolphin
tramp stamp and the lightning
bolt forehead tat) but many are
wonderful ideas that represent
what someone has been
through or what they believe
in. Tattoos can be a statement
of faith. Placement and design
should definitely be taken into
consideration, but tattoos are
not always doomed to fail.
Something I like to remember
when thinking about tattoos
is the fact that Jesus has my
name written on His hands
and His name is written on my
heart. Even if you may not have

are interested, and it helps give
students, parents, and anybody
connected with the college a
better idea of how to pray for
the school when they know
this information. It would also
contribute to making students
feel more connected with what
is going on on campus, besides
our classes and social lives.
Almost everybody that I know
here loves Covenant College
(including me!), and we want to
see it succeed and thrive, rather
than struggle to move ahead
when it may not be the right
time.

tumblr.com

a physical tattoo you most definitely already have a spiritual
one. Jesus was scarred for us.
My tattoos are statements of
what I believe in. I like having
physical reminders that Christ
himself has my name graven on
His hands. The pain of a little
tattoo is nothing compared to
the pain that my Lord suffered
on the cross when he was
suffering in my place.
So maybe you’ve been
holding back from letting a
needle and ink touch you.
Maybe you aren’t ready to take
the step towards something as
permanent as a tattoo. Return-

ing to what I wrote earlier,
tattoos are not always doomed
to fail. Tattoos in fact can be
a beautiful testament of who
you are and what you believe.
And ultimately, one day we
will have new bodies and the
skin you are in will not really
matter. For now, perhaps it is
time to rethink your opinion of
tattoos. Tattoos can be engravings of the past, faith, and
much more. We have spiritual
tattoos. Maybe now it’s time to
get some physical ones.
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Facing confrontation
by Stephen McKerihan
“It’s just too complicated”
and “I don’t want to start
an argument.” I’d be lying
to you if I said those sorts of
sentences don’t frustrate me
in reference to personal issues,
politics, or religion. There is
a growing problem that our
generation faces today: the fear
of confrontation. Many of us
feel uneasy when we start to
breach topics with friends that
lend themselves to opinionated
stances. We fear being able to
gain any sort of benefit out of
a conversation that we assume
will lead to conflict, especially if
it is one that may not be won.
With this thought in our minds
we often avoid conversing at all,
and that avoidance can leave
our common understanding
and awareness out to dry,
threatening to undermine the
foundations of who we are.
Something that I personally
struggle with is opening up to
people about my problems and
feelings. It takes a lot of time for
me to feel comfortable enough
with a relationship to talk with
someone about issues I have,
especially if it involves them.
My fear is that I’m overreacting
or I hope that the situation will
simply resolve itself. Take the
classic scenario of several guys
competing for a girl’s attention
(or vice versa), which happens
an obnoxious amount at a
school the size of Covenant.
A little communication and
understanding between parties
could go a long way towards
minimizing drama.
When thinking about
dialogue, it is important to
remember that the attitude in
which you address someone
can set the tempo for how the
debate will go, and you can
always avoid escalation if you
have self-control. However, his
self-control is often the factor
missing in conversations of a
political nature. Many who claim

to have a general understanding
of the political sphere have
prejudices against points of view
that differ from their own, and
when debating someone from
that contrary view, can become
belligerent and unrelenting in
their aggression. This sort of
attitude is what those whom
generally avoid discussing these
issues see, and therefore begin
to form prejudices against the
political sphere, seeing it as an
aggressive and complicated way
for certain people to practice
verbally abusing one another.
The inevitable conclusion to
this problem is that people then
change the topic anytime a
current event or political issue is
brought into the conversation
because they fear confrontation
which they believe those sorts of
talks will lead to.
The idea then becomes
that avoiding such topics is
the superior route in every
scenario, and that no positive
outcome will occur at the end.
Isaac Asimov puts it another
way, stating, “The strain of
anti-intellectualism has been
a constant thread winding its
way through our political and
cultural life, nurtured by the
false notion that democracy
means that ‘my ignorance is just
as good as your knowledge.’”
Now, I am not asserting that a
lack of awareness of political
issues is indicative of an ignorant
person, but my belief is that the
democracy which we all live in
is founded in the principle of
discussion and compromise.
Conversation about the larger
issues that affect you, which
have more of an impact on our
lives than many people realize,
should not be avoided simply
because we are nervous about
losing an argument. They should
be pursued in the hopes of
learning something new, and
potentially teaching someone
else something.
But the most important area
in which we should speak boldly
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lies within our faith. One of the
greatest struggles I face when
returning home to my friends
over breaks is being the one
who stands out in an non-Christian environment. I’m ashamed
to admit that I have often failed
on this front, and the root of
the problem lies in wanting to
be comfortable. To continue the
status quo for the relationships
which my friends and I have
created is often the focus of my
heart, as I am challenged to go
against the previous norms that
we set. But 2 Timothy 1:7 gives
the solution to this problem,
“for God gave us a spirit not of
fear but of power and love and
self-control.” If I want to truly
love and appreciate the relationships in my life, my only option
is to stand firmly in the faith
that I proclaim, and this includes
my discussions with those who
are already self-proclaimed
Christians.

Even in many friendships
at Covenant where most
students would call themselves
Christians, there is a startling
lack of dialogue. We often
avoid talking about a problem
because we don’t want to insult
someone, or simply because
the current conversational topic
about the most recent Breaking
Bad episode takes priority. I have
absolutely nothing against ranting about TV shows for hours as
some of you probably know, but
what happens when we stop
giving our faith the priority in
relationships? The greatest times
of growth in my relationship
with God have occurred through
my relationship with my RAs
or my closest friends. Let’s not
segment our lives into church
time and having fun time, but
let us allow our faith and our
fun to merge.
Language is one of the most
important abilities mankind

has developed. It allows us to
communicate our ideas and
to translate our thoughts into
understandable concepts. But
what is the point of such an
ability if we do not use it to
grow in the areas that matter.
Most of you readers are students that regularly attend class
and, mostly likely, participate in
class discussion on one level or
another. Take the confidence
nurtured in that environment
and apply it to the relationships
that you have. Talk about things
that matter to you and don’t
assume every deep conversation will lead to an argument
or awkwardness. Don’t fear
confrontation, and definitely
don’t fear learning something
new.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Emmett Gienapp at emmett.gienapp@covenant.edu.
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Scots Cross Country: running the good race
by Grace Hooper
Cross Country is a sport
completed with no timeouts,
substitutions, or halftimes. The
sport requires athletes to have
enhanced stamina and focus
for consistency and success.
Runners are not only competing against others on various
terrains, but they are also racing
the clock to push the limits of
their own PRs (personal records).
In cross-country, every second
counts when it comes down
the finish line for team and
individual success.
This sport is not for the faint
of heart. This year, 11 women
and 12 men came together to
form the Scots Cross Country
program. These 23 athletes
make up one of the largest
cross-country teams Covenant
has seen; and even more exciting, 11 members are freshmen.
“I love our freshmen girls,”
said junior Beth Burgess. “They
are so kind and have really
enhanced the attitude of the
team. They have so much joy
and life.”
Burgess was recently named
USA South’s Women’s Cross
Country Runner of the Week
and Covenant’s Player of the
Week. She is among the few
upperclassmen leaders in the
growing program. As Cov-

enant Athletics enter the USA
Conference Burgess believes a
stronger standard of competition is anticipated for the Scots
compared to years past.
“But I also believe we have
stronger teams, so I think we
are ready for the step up,” said
Burgess.
So far the program has
already achieved success on
both the women and men’s
fields. The women’s team
came within two points of
a perfect score at the Scots
Opener and two points away
from an impressive Berry team
at the Sewanee Invitational.
The men’s team placed second
against other tough competitors
last week at the University of
Georgia Invitational.
As well as running an average of 6 miles everyday in
preparation for their 6K races,
the Cross Country program has
also found new ways of coming
together upon entering the new
conference. Few athletes find
their greatest joy from hearing
the word “preseason,” but the
cross country program took it
as vital time to grow together
numerous athletes in community
to encourage their development
as team runners as well as
individual athletes.
“I think it really helped that
the team was [at Covenant]

Covenant College

together more than a full week
before classes started,” said
Burgess. “There is little to no
complaining and I really feel like
our team was learning how to
encourage each other in Christ.”
The Scots have three meets

for preparation and placing in
the conference before heading
to Greensboro, NC for the USA
South Conference Championships. While the remaining three
meets do not take place around
the Lookout Mountain trails,

support your fellow Scots as
they put forth their best efforts
towards the NCAA Division III
South Region Championships
later this semester.

Scots Spotlight: Anne Charlotte Strawbridge
Year: Sophomore
Hometown: Ocala, FL
Sport: Women’s Soccer
Position: Midfielder
Major: Economics and Community Development

Great Scots

by Grace Hooper

I had no choice. My four older
siblings all played and in order
to find a spot in their heart...I
just had to play.

How long have you played
soccer?
15 years.

What do you do to get
pumped up for games?
Listen to a little “Jump Around”
by House of Pain and count off
on my fingers five objectives for
the battle ahead.

What/who got you to start
playing soccer?

What's your favorite tradition
of the Lady Scots soccer team?

Undoubtedly the walk from the
locker room down the backside
of the gym to The Yard. No one
says a word and we are able to
reflect on God’s goodness.
What's your favorite verse in
the Bible and why?
Galatians 2:20. As Christians, we
die with Christ but gain life in his
death. I think being reminded
that we live by faith alone to
glorify God in all that we do is a
crucial reminder for any athlete.

What's something most
people don't know about you?
When I was in 3rd grade I
discovered a dead man and
attempted to rescue him. If I
sound heartless...ask me for
details.
Sky dive or bungee jump?
Sky dive. I've done it. Second
best decision of my life.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Grace Hooper at grace.hooper@covenant.edu.

