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Remembering
Boston
by Kendi Anderson

The Boston Marathon is a family affair. The 116th annual race
began on Monday no differently than in previous years, with
families lining the 26.2-mile
course.
“My husband and I always
went to cheer on the runners,”
said Kendra Stanton Lee, an
assistant professor at Southern
Adventist University in Collegedale, TN. “We would likely have
been there with our two children
had we still lived in Boston.”
In fact, Lee and her family
would have likely been at the
race cheering next to their former neighbors, the Richards.
Lee, like many people across
the nation, is in shock at the
bombings and hurting for the
families that are experiencing
loss. Everyone is thinking, “This
could have been us.”
The Richard family regularly
attended the race and cheered
for runners as they neared the
finish line at Copley Square. This
year Martin Richard stood next
to his parents, Denise and Bill,
and siblings Henry and Jane, as
he had several other times.
The bombs that went off near
Continued on page 2News
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by Bethany Daniels

Sophomore Harris Stevens from
Matthews, NC - Maclellan/
Rymer Residence Hall President

Goodbye Meredith

Meredith Hall

by Garrison Dale

At the end of this semester,
Meredith Hall’s tenure on the
Residence Life staff will come to
an end, leaving a legacy of thriving residence halls, Assassins,
Mac-cap-sacs and many close
relationships.
During her work for Residence Life, Meredith served as
an RA for Gallery, the Assistant
Resident Director (ARD) of

Founders Hall for one year and
the Resident Director (RD) of
Maclellan/Rymer hall for 3 years.
“It’s difficult for Meredith to
make it from one side of campus to another in less than an
hour,” said RD of Carter and
future father of baby Santiaga,
Adam Porcella. “It seems like
every person she walks by wants
to stop and speak with her and
she’s always willing to spare a
moment.”

Feature
Suprise visit for
President Halvorson

Meredith grew up in the small
city of Dothan, Alabama. She
attended Covenant as an undergraduate, majoring in Sociology
and minoring in Community
Development.
While studying at Covenant,
Meredith became involved with
Residence Life. She served as
the RA of Gallery for two years.
During her time as RA, Meredith would surprise her hall
with spontaneous hall meetings
Continued on page 2News

What are you most looking forward
to about being on Student Senate?
Being on Student Senate provides great opportunities to plan
fun events, keep in touch with
the student body in order to
represent their interests to the
administration of the college,
and to work with various departments in order to constantly
work to make Covenant a great
place to live and learn.
Can you share one or two goals you
have for next year?
I would like to make Mac Movie
a bigger and more developed
event next fall.
What is one of the most interesting
or important things you’re learning
right now?
I’m learning that while independence is important, intentionally
joining communities is also very
Continued on page 2News
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the finish line took Martin’s life
and seriously injured Denise and
Jane.
Martin, a third-grade student,
was the first among three victims
of the bombings to be identi-

fied. His mother and his younger
sister were among scores injured
and were still reported to be in
the hospital late Tuesday.
“My wife and daughter are
both recovering from serious
injuries,” Bill Richards said in a
statement. “We thank our family
and friends, those we know and

those we have never met, for
their thoughts and prayers.”
Lee has not spoken with the
family yet, but said she is one of
many who woke up to this worst
possible news.
The Richard family is known
for making their neighbors feel
at home in Dorchester.

Student Senate

SC - Junior Class President

you’ve ever been on?
It’s a tough question, but I’ll go
with the storming of Fort Sumter. Ask me about it sometime!

Continued from front page

Continued from front page
important.
What is the greatest adventure
you’ve ever been on?
Once my dad and I went hiking
on a mountain about an hour
away from my house. We went
up the mountain on one trail, but
we tried to go down the mountain on a different trail. Instead
of finding the parking lot where
our car was, we found the highway. Fortunately a good-hearted
state patrol man picked us up
and took us to our car.
Sophomore Stephen James
McKerihan from Charleston,

Meredith Hall

Continued from front page
at IHOP or the park, developing
a passion for relational ministry
that would influence her future
service for Residence Life.
“Mere definitely brought a
sense of stability and genuineness to our hall’s community as
our RA,” said former Gallery
resident Virginia Elder.
Immediately after her graduation in 2009, Meredith was

What are you most looking forward
to about being on Student Senate?
Getting to participate in making fun and interesting events
happen.
Can you share one or two goals you
have for next year?
To give the class of 2015 its best
year yet.
What is one of the most interesting
or important things you’re learning
right now?
How to organize myself and
manage my time well. That stuff
doesn’t come easy for me.

Freshman Travis Hutchinson
from Charlotte, NC - Carter
Residence Hall President
What are you most looking forward
to about being on Student Senate?
Getting involved more in the
inner-workings of the college
through serving the student
body.

What is the greatest adventure

Can you share one or two goals you
have for next year?
To continue to foster the longstanding tradition of community
in Carter.

hired as the ARD of Founders.
Halfway through her second semester as ARD, she accepted the
responsibility of Interim Resident
Director of Mac while the former
RD took maternity leave. The following year, she assumed the role
of Mac’s full-time RD, remaining
there for the last three years.
“It never ceases to amaze me
how much Meredith knows
about the students living in her
building and across campus—
what’s going on in their lives,

their hobbies, their summer
plans, their talents, their every
foible,” said Porcella. “Her attention to these details testifies
to the passion she has for her
students and for her work.”
Besides orchestrating cleaning days, supporting the RA
staff, getting to know students,
and all the other normal duties
of an RD, Meredith has been
an active member at Lookout
Mountain Presbyterian Church
(LMPC) and volunteered at
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“The family is very dedicated
to improving the community,”
Lee said.
She remembers a day when
Denise invited her to join her
family on a walk.
“We walked to a local park
and Martin was riding his bike
ahead of us,” Lee said. “Denise

kept yelling, “Marrrtin! Stop at
the corner!” and Martin always
would.”
“He was a very precious little
boy.”
This story formerly appeared
in the Chattanooga Times Free
Press

What is one of the most interesting
or important things you’re learning
right now?
How screwed up the world really is, but at the same time how
much we need God.

Can you share one or two goals you
have for next year?
1. World Peace. 2. To make the
Sophomore Class happier (even
if by the smallest margin).

What is the greatest adventure
you’ve ever been on?
A 100-mile backpacking trip
through the wilderness of northern New Mexico.
Freshman Cameron Anderson
from Chattanooga, TN - Sophomore Class President

What is one of the most interesting
or important things you’re learning
right now?
There is hope.
What is the greatest adventure
you’ve ever been on?
Hahahahaha. Ohh boy.

What are you most looking forward
to about being on Student Senate?
Emmett Gienapp is my VP.
10/40 connections, a non-profit
Christian missions organization
that focuses on evangelizing to
unreached people groups.
“Mere has been an example, a
mentor, a travel/adventure buddy,
and a friend to me over the past
5 years I have known her,” said
ARD of Carter Jessica Chen.
“Her love for Christ radiates
from her as she listens to others
and speaks words that clearly
reflect the truth that she only
knows, but believes for herself.”

After traveling to India this
summer, Meredith will spend
the remainder of the year raising
support for mission work. In
2014, she will travel to 11 different countries in 11 months with
a Christian missions organization called The World Race.
The Residence Life staff and
students who know Meredith
will miss her spontaneity, warm
smile and disarming charm.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“I DON’T CARE!!!!!!!!!!!!!”
- Dr. Dennison on course evaluations while showering fistfulls of old Halloween candy upon his Doctrine II students
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Surprise visit for President Halvorson
by Bagpipe Staff

On Monday, April 22, President
Halvorson received a surprise visit
from an old friend. Jack Hoekstra,
Director of Development at Provi-

dence Christian College, came up
to Covenant for a spontaneous
visit to present Halvorson with
his old Providence “Sea Beggars”
jersey—complete with Halvorson’s
Dutch-ified name, “Halvorsma,”

stitched on the back.
What’s a Sea Beggar?
It’d be a shame to rob you of the
opportunity to hear President
Halvorson’s explanation of the

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

origins of the term, so all we’ll
tell you is that it has to do with
the Spanish Armada, Dutch
revolters, the reformed faith, and
pirates.
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Nudity in art: What is acceptable?
by Alia Hollback

What is art? Many very intelligent people have tried to pin
down what separates actual art
from child’s play or nonsense?
Has art become a random selection of objects and images being
thrown together in an order only
apparent to the artist and a few
pretentious people who pretend
to understand it?
The question of what art is
also is relevant to the discussion of nudity in art. The line
between art and obscenity can
seem difficult to locate. As a
result, there are usually very
strong opinions on both sides
of the discussion. One side will
claim that nudity in art is never
permissible, always dangerous,
and only ever pornographic,

while the other side will look on
things that truly are despicable
and call them art. As is the case
with most inflammatory issues,
the best stance is the middle
ground, though no one can seem
to get there.
To make the matter more
complicated, we live in a time
when people seem very confused about sex. We are both
starved for and obsessed with
sex—never feeling satisfied. Our
culture is saturated with sex to
the point where many people
have grown numb to it and
see any sort of nudity as either
pornography or advertising, but
never art.
But should this be? Is there
such a thing as erotic art that is
not pornographic? I think that
there is. The inclusion of the

Song of Solomon in the Bible
ought to be enough to give
Christians the understanding
that there is a distinct difference
between degrading and defiling
the human form and holding it
up as something lovely, respectable, and intrinsically dignified.
The Song of Solomon is erotic
poetry, and yet it is also included in the Bible. The implication is that not all eroticism is
pornographic or degrading.
Poets like John Keats and
John Donne were able to capture the essence of eroticism—at
times in great detail—without
offending our moral sense. The
ability that these men possessed
seems lost in our culture. It is
the ability to understand the
difference between purely adoring one’s beloved and turning

the human body into nothing
more than a sexual object.
Though art may be difficult,
if not impossible to define, it is
generally agreed that one of arts’
primary purposes is to truthfully reflect the human experience. Sexuality is, for good or
ill, a large part of what it means
to be human. Our biological
sex, our maleness or femaleness, sets the groundwork for
the rest of our lives, of how we
will be viewed by others and
how we will see ourselves. Born
with the capacity and desire to
blend ourselves into one, we are
all sexual beings. If sexuality
is such a fundamental part of
what it means to be human, why
should it be excluded from art?
Should not the truth be reflected in art as well as every other

aspect of our lives, especially for
the Christian?
This is not to say that there is
no such thing as pornographic
art. This type of “art” does indeed exist. However, it’s possible
that the Christian’s squeamish
reaction to nudity in art may be
partly responsible for so much
pornographic art existing. If
Christian artists do not create
erotic art intended to redeem
the cultural view of what sex
and nudity is, who will? If more
Christian artists were trained
with a correct understanding of
the intrinsic dignity and beauty
of the human body and were
able to disentangle themselves
from our sexualized culture,
perhaps we’d have more John
Donnes and less sex tapes.

Borderlands 2 review
by Andrew Mollenkof

Gearbox’s game Borderlands was
a smashing success. Full of dark
humor and guns, it hit the market
and sold like crazy. People loved
the cartoony fun and destruction
the first person shooter allowed.
Borderlands 2 has expanded on its
predecessor and is even more fun.
The game takes place on
the planet of Pandora. You are
a vault hunter. The vault is a
hidden chamber full of alien
treasures. People from all over
the galaxy have congregated on
Pandora to find the treasure.
Bandits and aliens rove the
planet and make for a dangerous
environment to find the vault.
Borderlands 2 places the protagonist in conflict with “Handsome
Jack,” a tyrant intent on power.
Jack is fantastically wealthy and
is using his wealth to try and take
over Pandora and rule the planet
for his own. A group of rebels,
which you join, has decided to

stand up against Handsome Jack
and his evil schemes.
The best part of the game is
undoubtedly the guns. As you
progress in the game you gain
access to more and more guns to
fight the planets various threats.
The game is host to literally thousands of guns. Guns have their
own names and types. They also
have their own powers like fire
and lightning. Finding a new interesting gun with its own unique
powers can be pretty enjoyable.
On top of the guns, leveling
up can be cool because of the
powers that are gained from it.
At the beginning of the game
players choose different character
types. Each character type has a
power tree that grows during leveling up. As the player you get to
choose what new powers you will
have and what branches of power
you want your character to grow.
Depending on your character
you can unlock things like turrets
that launch missiles or you can

create small black holes but it’s
all about what you choose.
Online play and downloadable
content allow players to experience lots of things beside just the
traditional campaign. You and
friends can go fight on Pirate
Island or can go to a wildlife
preserve and can destroy weird
aggressive bug animals. If those
bore you then you can fight your
friends that joined you. Either way
the internet allows a level outside
of just traditional campaign play.
Borderlands isn’t a high-minded game. It doesn’t care about
trying to be smart or thoughtful.
Borderlands is just about really about having fun. It doesn’t
take itself too seriously. Running around as a fat man yelling
obscenities wielding a shotgun
and rocket launcher is one of the
stupidest and fun ways to waste
time in Borderlands 2. If that
kind of thing doesn’t sound appealing to you then maybe Borderlands isn’t the game for you.

Nocookie.net

If that does sound fun, then go
pick up a copy because Gearbox
keeps releasing downloadable

content that will provide fun for
a long time to come.
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Looking beyond stereotypes
by Greg Steele

“If you don’t judge my gold
chains/I’ll forget the iron
chains.” This is one of the many
inflammatory lines in Brad
Paisley and LL Cool J’s controversial collaboration “Accidental
Racist.” In the song, Paisley
attempts to explore his southern
identity through a hypothetical
interaction with a barista who is
offended by the Confederate flag
on his Lynyrd Skynyrd shirt. The
song continues with a dialogue
between Paisley and LL Cool J
that covers everything from Robert E. Lee to do-rags. Both of
the artists claim that the song is
their attempt to wrestle through
the race issue and move past it in
American society.
Everyone, however they feel
about what Paisley and LL Cool
J were trying to do, universally
agrees that the song is terrible. It
is bad art. The question then becomes what makes it so horrid?
I think it comes down to how

Paisley and LL Cool J interact
with their subject. Good art captures the human experience and
asks questions that move toward
understanding. It doesn’t necessarily seek easy answers, but lives
in the humanity of the problems
it is addressing. “Accidental Racist” fails to do this. Instead of
trying to understand Southern
and black identity in all of its
complexities and humanity, it
paints both groups with broad,
stereotypical brushes.
There are good works of art
that wrestle southern and black
identity in meaningful ways. In
“Three Great Alabama Icons,”
the Drive-By Truckers explore
their Southern identity in all its
complexity, referring constantly
to “the duality of the Southern
thang.” They don’t deny the
racism that exists in their home
state of Alabama, but instead
question why it is always attributed to the South and ignored
elsewhere. They engage with the
oxymoron of George Wallace,

the virulently racist governor of
Alabama who changed his tone
and won over 90 percent of the
black vote in his final governor
election. They don’t shy away
from their southern heritage, but
try to understand the ways they
can’t escape it.
In the song “Changes,” 2Pac
explores his identity as a black
male in all its complexity. He
admits the problems that black
urban culture faces, but also
criticizes the systemic injustices that work against the black
male. He decries the evil within
his culture, rapping, “‘I made a
G today,’ but you made it in a
sleazy way. Sellin’ crack to the
kids. ‘I gotta get paid.’” 2Pac also
acknowledges that society as a
whole works against his culture.
He raps, “Instead of war on
poverty, they got a war on drugs
so the police can bother me.” By
taking responsibility and calling
for justice, 2Pac wrestles with his
identity as an urban black male
in an honest way that appreciates

the complexity of his experience.
There are ways for art to
explore these issues of identity
without being trite. Paisley and
LL Cool J fail to do this. By
playing to stereotypes rather
than living in the complexity
of humanity, they produced a
bad song. In the years to come,

we can hope that “Accidental
Racist” will fade into oblivion,
whereas honest explorations like
“Three Great Alabama Icons”
and “Changes” will be held up as
examples of good, human art.

of instrument effects. It begins
with the gentle song “Sun Arise!”
It is an ethereal song that rises
and falls to Houck’s voice. It isn’t
unlike vocal blending that you
might hear in African music like
Ladysmith Black Mambazo. The
beauty is readily apparent despite
the song’s simplicity. The song
shows all of the potential that
Houck has as a musical innovator.
The first few songs of the album
follow a similar pattern to “Sun
Arise!” but after that depart from
that general sound.
Muchacho strays away from being quite so experimental. Houck
doesn’t fail to exhibit stilted vocals
coupled with effects that add to

a grating croon. Houck’s voice
is definitely an acquired taste
throughout the album and will
drive some listeners away. If his
voice isn’t bothersome the album
carries itself well.
The album’s biggest weakness,
despite having some significant
ingenuity, is that it isn’t wholly
consistent. By the middle of
the album Houck has departed
from being experimental to being somewhat bland. The song
“Muchacho’s Tune,” which the
album is presumably named after,
is slow, but it lacks some of the
beauty of the album’s earlier slow
songs. As an album, Muchacho
starts to die towards its end.

Despite establishing itself early
on as a fresh listening experience,
Muchacho ultimately disappoints.
Houck’s ballads lack enough
emotion to draw listeners in.
Instead of having songs carried by
emotional weight the album has
a bunch of songs that don’t really
distinguish themselves at all. The
slow piano and guitar saturate the
later parts of the album like bad
molasses that you end up getting
stuck in, or like peanut butter
clinging to your throat and you
just can’t swallow. Honestly I have
trouble remembering any of the
track names from the middle of
the album because it all starts to
run together.

Phosphorescent has had decent
music over the years and I like a
lot of it, but Muchacho just didn’t
live up to the standards it set for
itself early on. Critics enjoyed
Muchacho and I think it’s because
of some of the ingenuity that was
present early on in the album.
The beauty of its start makes it
worthy of some attention. I just
have trouble seeing Muchacho as
a cohesive whole. But maybe I’m
wrong, maybe the whole album is
wonderful and I just can’t hear it,
but either way I hope Phosphorescent’s next album is consistently as good as the beginning of
Muchacho.

Tapuz.co.il

Phosphorescent review
by Andrew Mollenkof

Phosphorescent is the moniker
of the American singer songwriter Matthew Houck. Despite
having little notoriety, Hauck has
been fairly prolific over his music
career that began somewhere
around 2001. He has an indie
folk sound that is varied and
at times defies itself. His most
recent album, Muchacho, has received quite a few accolades and
may be the start of impressive
work from Hauck.
Muchacho starts out as an
experimental folk album. Departing from a very clean sound,
Muchacho delves into the world

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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Sapere
by Beth Ann Fogal

Sometimes I am overwhelmed
by the things I do not know.
Be it history, art, friends, God,
the future, literature, etc. These
things are overwhelming at
times. Not because of the weight
of stress, or lack of capability,
but for sincere sorrow at my lack
of time to pursue the knowledge
I crave. This flood of ignorance
is brought on by numerous
conversations ranging from an
intense moment of debate to a
genuine baring of the heart. I
simply long to know.
Seeing the passion of others
infuses me with a passion of my
own. There is a beauty in the face
of others when they really know
something. I speak of knowing in
an intimate way. I believe the saying is “like the back of your hand.”
But not like the back of your
hand. Not something mundanely
memorized but, instead, enthusiastically rehearsed. A subject explored into the darkest of depths
and cranniest of nooks.
When a person knows and loves
something that much, it is evident
and fascinating. As much as I am
motivated by that knowledge, I am
also intimidated. Quite honestly, I
am stunned into silence. While I
am in awe of another’s mind, I am
aware that my own is inadequate.
Instead of humbly offering what
knowledge I have been given, I
tighten up for fear of ridicule. As
my thoughts boil down, a thick
residue of pride is left behind. If
I cannot be viewed as intellectual,
why be viewed at all? If I cannot
speak pure truth, why speak at all?
Because I must not rely on my own
knowledge. I must not rely on my
own voice. I must rely on those
of my Creator. He has given me a
yearning for knowledge, and as He
fulfills that yearning, I must obey
His calling. Instead of letting the
knowledge of all things overwhelm
and distract me, I must let it fuel me
to know the Creator of all things.
He knows me. How can I not long
to know Him?

An ode to Dr. Green

Covenant.edu

by Greg Steele

I have an irrational love for
Dr. Jay Green. It all started my
sophomore year. I had met him
once before coming to Covenant,
but in my attempt to escape my
inevitable fate as a history major,
I skipped Introduction to History my freshman year in favor
of some core classes. Coming to
terms with my fate, I switched
my major to history and took the
class during my first semester
sophomore year. I didn’t know
what to expect.
On the first day of class, a
short, balding man with a full
beard sprang into the room.
Wearing what I would later
recognize as his signature blue
jeans and mock turtleneck, he
immediately challenged the class
with hard questions that quickly
eroded many of our presuppositions. That first day of class

foreshadowed what would become one of the hardest classes I
have ever taken at Covenant. Dr.
Green continually challenged me
and other members of my class
to think deeply about issues and
engage new ideas with humility
and earnestness.
What really struck me about
Dr. Green was not his ability
to engage his students’ intellects, but rather his deep concern
about his students’ lives. My first
out-of-class meeting with him
was supposed to be to discuss
a paper. When I arrived at his
office, he asked me about my semester and how I was doing, and
we talked for at least five minutes before ever getting to the
subject of the paper. He seemed
to actually care about my life.
Since that first meeting, Dr.
Green has continued to care
about my life and not just my
scholasticism. He has become, in

a weird professor/student kind
of way, a friend. He convinced
me to start listening to This
American Life (seriously, people,
Ira Glass is the man), and even
responded positively to an email
I sent him that contained an
SNL clip. Whether it was grilling me about my dating history
over lunch in Harlem, discussing
the ethics of a Christian manliness conference based on the
life of Robert E. Lee, or telling
me the story of how he met his
wife, Dr. Green has tried to get
to know me and allowed me to
get to know him. I have been so
grateful for that opportunity.
I could have written this
article about a number of my
professors. I will never forget
Dr. Follett’s prayer and advice as
I went through the law school
application process, Dr. Morton’s
threats to never let me graduate
that masked his deft guidance of

my academic career during our
advising sessions, Dr. Jackson’s
encouragement as I researched
my SIP, or Dr. Ward’s earnest
care and reassurance about my
abilities to integrate faith and
my future profession. Thank you
all for the kindness you’ve shown
me during my time at Covenant.
Professors here care about their
students, and that is a blessing
that we very often forget.
So, if you do not have to leave
this glorious mountain as I do,
I encourage you to spend your
next one, two, or three years
getting to know your professors.
Start learning who they are in
and outside the classroom. Swing
by their office, ask them to get
lunch with you, ask for their
advice about your studies, your
career, your life. You won’t be
disappointed.
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Giving up my life
by Andrew Mollenkof

As a missionary kid, moving
back to America was one of the
hardest experiences of my life.
Obviously I experienced some
culture shock when my family moved from Port Elizabeth,
South Africa, to Chattanooga,
Tennessee. I carried that pain
with me through all of middle
school and high school. That pain
was something that I thought I
would never get over. I carried
emotional baggage with me for
a long time and let it become an
integral part of who I am.
One of the greatest things that

I have learned growing up is to
let go of the things that I think
define me. I love the introduction
to the Casey Affleck movie Gone
Baby Gone because the narrator
explains the limitations of human
choice. He says, “I always believed
it was the things you don’t choose
that make you who you are. Your
city, your neighborhood, your family.” People get shaped by so many
things out of their control but being able to admit that is difficult.
I allowed my own pain to carry
into high school with me. I was
angry that I hadn’t adjusted to
the American school system and
was making poor grades. I was

angry that I was confused about
my racial identity because I was
bi-racial. I was also angry because
I thought by isolating myself
and being angry I ultimately was
controlling who I was. I controlled
who I was by drinking, being
disrespectful and manipulating
others. At least, I thought I was
controlling who I was.
If have learned nothing else at
Covenant College, I have learned
that letting go of personal baggage
is important and it is an integral
part of being a humble, selfless person. Constantly looking at the past
doesn’t allow anyone to look outside
of themselves in the present. My

who I choose for weeks at a time.
The Bible calls Christians to be
more than just comfortable. The
Bible calls us to care for the poor,
the widow, the orphan and the
alien, and if that means I have
to go out of my way to do that,
then so be it. While attending
Covenant I don’t have to come
in contact with any of the people
our society overlooks. But I think
the Bible calls me to more.
Caring for the poor is an obvious issue of justice, but I think
that God intends for us to learn
more. If I love others that are
like me, and that I find easy to
like, am I really working hard to
love others? The Bible calls us
to love people that are different
from us and that we might not
be comfortable around. There are
specific people God has listed
for us to love and the poor are
among those.
I think we as Christians have
to take seriously the call to love
and take care of the societal

outcast. Our culture doesn’t
love the poor and the downcast
because we think they don’t have
anything to offer us. Take for
instance the poor who typically
don’t write, and don’t participate
in many of the arts or sciences—
what could they have to offer?
It’s tempting to think that it’s
someone else’s job to walk with
the downtrodden, but I believe it
is all of ours.
Caring and loving the downtrodden allows us to see the wonder of God’s creation. God takes
delight in making wonderful
things out of weak and unworthy
vessels. If we truly get to know
those with seemingly “nothing” to offer, I think we would
find that they in fact have many
things to offer. We think there is
nothing to learn from the poor,
but that is an insult to God’s
creation. It’s easy to forget how
wonderful God’s creatures are,
and how wonderful God made
man. God’s great power shows

The church and the poor
by Andrew Mollenkof

If you’re not careful, you might
end up making the “wrong” type of
friends. Friends who are less likely
to be present on Covenant’s outof-the-way campus. Society tells
us there are people to be avoided
but Christians are called to step
outside of social boundaries.
The social boundaries at Covenant are a cause for concern.
Covenant’s student body is made
up of fairly wealthy students.
Wealth and distance from others
can lead to a type of isolation
that I think is ultimately unhealthy for Christians.
As a middle class person I am
capable of insulating myself as
much as I want. I don’t really
have to interact with people
I would rather avoid. I go to
school with people like me,
they believe what I believe, and
share similar interests with me.
It’s feasible that I never have to
come in contact with anyone but

achievements and failures constantly hold my attention, and the more
I think about those things, the more
they continue to shape who I am.
Loving others can’t truly happen
if I am a self-centered person.
Going new places, people are most
comfortable when they feel like
their identity fits into their new
environment. This isn’t necessarily
a bad thing, but so many times I
see myself and others refusing to
learn about a new place and new
people because we are so caught
up in thinking about ourselves.
I’m not saying everyone should
forget about their past and all its
joy and pain. Memories can be

precious and good memories are
important. I am simply warning
against the ability people have
to place so much importance on
their life stories that they alienate
themselves from other people.
Giving up our lives to Jesus
is more than simply accepting
salvation. The call to righteousness
commands humans to behave in
accordance with the Scriptures.
The Bible calls people to share
themselves, their lives, with others.
It calls us to give up some of our
identity in order to serve His greater kingdom. Giving up the things
that that define us will change us
more than holding on to them.

NWTF

when we realize that men and
women are still of immense value
without their worldly assets.
The church must take seriously
God’s call to love the poor, the
widow, orphan and alien. It’s easy
for us middle class Americans to
make our lives all about our own
pleasure and fulfillment. I con-
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tend that living an insulated life
isn’t a picture of the Christian
life at all. Take a loving risk: get
to know a social outcast, and in
doing so see the face of God. The
harvest is plenty but the workers
are few. Don’t think it’s someone else’s job to love the social
outcast. Make it yours.
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End of the year wrap-up
Ruth Gibson

by Stephen McKerihan

Being the underdog is a pretty
common position for Covenant
College. Oftentimes we are the
smaller of the schools and have
tough competition to wade
through, yet this does not stop the
Scots from creating success and
holding their own. The 2012-2013
year has been filled with great success, hard losses, and the hope of
a strong performance on all fronts
for the following year.
The first on our long list of
accomplishments is the winning
season of men’s and women’s
basketball and volleyball. The
volleyball finished the year with
an impressive 25-8 record. Both
the men’s and women’s basketball teams finished the year with

respectable above .500 records
of 14-12 and 13-11 respectively.
Men’s and women’s soccer also
performed admirably as the men
finished with a 10-10-1 and the
women finished with a very strong
15-5-1 recor. Men’s baseball is
currently at a 25-12 while women’s
softball is 6-28. The men’s and
women’s cross country teams have
had successes this year as many
of their competitors have won 1st
place in certain events. Men’s golf
has been playing hard and have
placed strongly in many of their
events with Trey Patterson even
earning All-American honors.
And last but not least is the co-ed
tennis team, whose year has been
rough, but shows promise for
future competitions.
These positive results are an

indication of strong teams, and
will help ease the major changes
we are looking at in the future. The
most prominent of these is our
athletic programs transition from
NAIA to the NCAA D3. Since
2009, Covenant College has been
working on the four-year process
of making the Division change,
and this summer our application will be finalized. This gives
our program more legitimacy as
NCAA is a much more widely accepted collegiate league. It is also
more fitting for the caliber of student athletes that we have at this
school. This is dramatic change in
our program will make us more
competitive on the field and give
us more credibility, and hopefully
open up new recruiting options.
Another improvement that

is taking place is the increase in
full-time coaches, thus adding a
higher level of strength and unity
to our teams.
Kyle Taylor, the new director of
athletics said, “As we continue to
add more full-time coaches, we
have a higher level of discipleship.
When our coaches have more of a
stake in the teams and are allowed
to give them more attention, relationships between them and the
players are more likely to flourish.
This not only benefits the lives of
the players, but strengthens the
unity of the team, which can have
a significant impact on its capability.While these shifts are occurring
in the structure of our programs, I
hope that our athletes continue to
apply the college’s philosophy on
athletics to their activities.”
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Kyle Taylor also said that, “The
college believes that in striving for excellence to the glory of
God, teams and individuals have
an obligation to compete to win
honorably, while understanding
that success in athletics is not
measured solely by the outcome of
the contest.”
We have many very talented athletes on this campus who compete
at a high level of play and bless our
school by competing for us. Yet the
main concern for our teams should
not be the score, but the effort put
forward an accurate representation of our Savior, Jesus Christ. We
have done this well thus far, and
God-willing, we will continue to
do so in the years to come.

