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Gig City

New
tennis
courts

by Mary Grace Stocker

“The Gig City” has attracted news
coverage all over the nation and
helped Chattanooga rank as one
of the “Top 30 Best Cities for
Young Entrepreneurs 2013” on
Under30CEO.com. The summer
is drawing near and The Company Lab (CO.LAB) is gearing
up for Gig Tank 2013.
“Following the success of Gig
Tank 2012, we’re excited to see
what 2013 will bring,” said Sheldon Grizzle, founder of CO.LAB.
“We’re looking for startup founders who want to reinvent modern
life. In a sense, we’re looking for
pioneers of the future.”
Chattanooga is the first city
in the Western Hemisphere to
offer one-gigabit-per-second fiber
internet service to all residents
and businesses. At 200 times
the speed of the national average, the Gig opens the door to
unimagined ways of learning,
playing, and conducting business.
Gig Tank was started for entrepreneurs who have a vision of
building next-generation products
and services on the city’s fiber
network. This year’s summerlong program begins May 13 and
runs through August 6. It will
culminate with Demo Day, when
participants pitch their startups
Continued on page 2News

by Ellen Davis

Berke sworn in

Andy Berke sworn in as the new Mayor of Chattanooga

by Garrison Dale

On April 15, Andy Berke was
inaugurated as the mayor of
Chattanooga, replacing Ron
Littlefield after Littlefield’s eight
years of service.
Berke took his oath of office
in front of hundreds of Chattanoogans gathered at the Tivoli
Theater to hear the Mayor’s
inaugural remarks.
“The first day of a new administration offers time to reflect
on where we’ve been as a community, where we are today, and

what the next chapters of the
Chattanooga story should be,”
said Berke in his inaugural address. “We all know the narrative
of our past. Our arc from the
dirtiest city in America to the
home of Volkswagen, the gig, and
a vibrant downtown is a study in
the power of community transformation.”
But Berke went on to describe the parts of Chattanooga’s
community that have been left
behind.
“Our streets are too dangerous—Chattanooga’s violent and

Nooga

property crime rates are higher
than other Southern cities,” said
Berke. “Two years ago Chattanooga officers responded to 1,525
domestic violence offenses and
more than 22,000 drug-related
offenses.”
Berke spoke of his intentions
to improve public safety by putting more cops on Chattanooga’s
streets and the High Point Initiative, a method of crime fighting
that emphasizes community
involvement meant to identify
and build cases against local drug
dealers.
Continued on page 2News

Covenant College’s athletic
facilities will be seeing a facelift
this spring, beginning in a few
short weeks. The Covenant administration recently announced
their plan to build six new tennis
courts with lights and a new
intramural field by the end of the
fall 2013 semester.
The discussion to build more
tennis courts has been ongoing
since April 2011, but was made
possible when a donor showed
interest in paying a large portion
of the $1.3 million project.
Jeff Sandhoff, Major Gifts Officer of the Advancement Office,
spent a year raising the remaining funds for the project.
“The fundraising process was
difficult because we were in
the middle of a Capital Campaign, and tennis courts were
not included in the campaign,”
said Sandhoff. “However, tennis
courts were top on the athletic
committee’s list. We approached
folks that we thought had a heart
for Covenant and tennis.”
Continued on page 2News
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New tennis courts
Continued from front page

The project in its entirety may
take several years, but the first
building phase is expected to be
finished by the end of 2013, in
time for the spring 2014 tennis
season. The initial phase includes
leveling the ground between
the current intramural field and
Scotland Yard, building six outdoor lit tennis courts in that area,
and moving the intramural field
next to the current tennis courts.
Covenant is making further
plans to add a pavilion for con-

Gig City

Continued from front page
to hundreds of investors, potential
collaborators, and members of the
press.
Gig Tank connects entrepreneurs with tools, capital, contacts,
and customers. Applications have
closed as of March 24 and teams
will be announced soon. Accepted
teams will spend the summer in
Chattanooga working with the
fiber network and developing
their ideas. Gig Tank 2013 will
conclude with every team being
considered for a $100,000 prize

Berke sworn in

Continued from front page
But Berke does not only want
to fight crime, he wants to prevent it by improving Chattanooga’s school system and summer
programs.
“Youth development is a
central part of this strategy,” said
Berke. “For too long in our community we have pointed fingers
rather than raising hands when
asked who is responsible for
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cessions, a paved parking lot, and
indoor tennis courts as well.
The Covenant tennis team
will now have ample space for
practice, and be able to host
home matches on campus. Currently, the team has to play home
matches off-campus, using the
facilities at Chattanooga Christian School, Baylor High School,
and the Champions Club.
“It’s been very difficult to get
student support at the matches
when everyone has to drive at
least 15 minutes to get to a home
match,” said Head Tennis Coach
John Hirte. “Hopefully when

people just have to walk down to
the gym to watch tennis, there
will be more support and interest
in the sport.”
“We’ve needed facilities that
allow every team to play home
games and matches on campus
or on Lookout Mountain, and
tennis has been the last sport
without that,” said Director of
Athletics Kyle Taylor. “You have
to have six courts to have an
NCAA tennis match, so this has
been a huge answer to prayer to
finally get this moving.”
The tennis team is thrilled
about the upcoming changes.

“I’m very excited that we’ll
finally be able to have home
matches and actually have students come to our matches,” said
sophomore team member Sara
Kathryn Cole. “It’s frustrating
to always be playing off-campus
and have no one there to cheer
us on.”
“Practice will be a lot more
productive because we’ll have
triple the amount of courts to
practice on,” said Hirte. “Some
days this year there were 17
people out on those three tennis
courts, so being able to spread
out is going to be a huge bless-

ing. I think there will be a lot
more productive practices which
will hopefully lead to better
results in matches.”
Sandhoff sees the benefits
in this project for a number of
reasons.
“I think it will enhance the
campus sports programs, will
possibly help draw new student athletes to Covenant, and
enhance the attractiveness of the
south part campus.”
The school expects to break
ground in mid-May to begin the
first phase.

based on progress and opportunity.
“I’ve been working with
CO.LAB this semester and it’s
been awesome to see the development of the Gig Tank. It’s going
to be spectacular, “ said junior art
major Kaley Hart.
In last summer’s event, the
biggest prize of $100,000 went
to the entrepreneur team Banyan (banyan.co), a cloud-based
control system for collaborative
research. The product aims to
make it easier for researchers at
universities nationwide to share
information. The startup has cho-

sen to remain and Chattanooga
and is currently housed in The
Lamp Post Group, a local venture
incubator.
After winning the Gig Tank,
the Banyan team promised they
would help unite the startup
community in Chattanooga.
“One of the promises we made
this city was to help it unite and
grow like we knew it could. Chattanooga has done so much for us,
it was our turn to give back,” said
TJ Weigel, co-founder of Banyan.
“One of the things we wanted to
do was make a place that showcased all the incredible things

happening in Chattanooga.”
Nooga Startups, created by the
Banyan founders, is a website that
highlights and links to new, local
businesses. The website is opensourced, which means developers
have access to the code and can
enter their website’s information
and request for it to be included.
Participants think the project
is a great addition to the community and will hopefully act as a
way to connect the startup scene
and draw more attention from
the nation’s leading entrepreneur
cities.

Correction

educating our children.”
He concluded his inaugural
address by emphasizing the
importance of providing more
opportunities to Chattanooga’s
entrepreneurs.
“Through the gig initiatives
and the hard work of many, I can
feel the return of our entrepreneurial spirit. The city will promote and expand these opportunities, ensuring that Chattanooga
is known as a place where the
best ideas can make it from the

page to the market,” said Berke.
Berke’s inaugural remarks reflect the optimism that propelled
him to a decisive victory over his
Republican opponent, Guy Satterfield. In the election held in on
March 5, Berke received a commanding 73% of the popular vote.
As it stands, a formidable
majority of Chattanoogans are
behind Berke and the policies he
outlined during his campaign.
Since he was elected, Berke has
made some big changes in local

leadership to fulfill his campaign
promise to “Renew Chattanooga.”
On April 10, Berke let go 18 of
the 21 people who served under
of Chattanooga’s former mayor.
Positions at Chattanooga’s City
Hall, including the chief of staff,
the public works administrator,
the fire chief, the gang task force
director, the parks and recreation
director, and many more were
asked to resign or retire after
Berke’s election.
Berke’s most controversial

move to date has been his plan
to shut down the gang task force
during his term as Mayor. Berke
has already established a public
safety coordinator position, but
it is not yet clear if this position
would replace the gang task force.
Berke’s big changes at City
Hall and his optimistic inaugural
address suggest that the city of
Chattanooga is in for some substantial changes in the near future.

The article on Karen
Angela Ellis was
written by Molly Kitts

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Here in the Bible belt we believe that economics comes first. That’s why we call it the Bible belt.”
- Dr. Paul Morton in American Environmental History

Vol. 59.25

The Bagpipe

News: 3

The Verdict
Yes... to intercultural
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No... to COR 337.

Meet Student Senate - Part 1
by Bethany Daniels
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Campaigns were held, votes were
tallied, and next year’s Student
Senate was elected. The Bagpipe
got the chance to hear from the
members and is pleased to introduce Student Senate for the 20132014 academic year.
Junior Molly Anderson from
St. Louis, MO - Student Body
President
What are you most looking forward to
about being on Student Senate?
Seeing all the great people in their
respective positions make it their
own, enjoy it, and grow. Also seeing them strive to make Covenant
the best possible experience for the
student body.
Can you share one or two goals you
have for next year?
I want to advocate student interests
to administration through clear,
efficient communication
as well as get to know more people
and their interests and have fun!
What is one of the most interesting or
important things you’re learning right
now?
I think everyday is a daily learning process of dying to self. There
are a lot of humbling moments in
life and it is definitely not always
the lesson I want to learn or that
is easy to learn, but it is invaluably important and undoubtedly
interesting.
What is the greatest adventure you’ve
ever been on?
A 10-day no-showering, sleepingunder-the-stars, hiking, biking,

kayaking, credit-earning trip to
South Dakota with 20 peers my
junior year of high-school.
Junior Jake Groenendyk from
Williamsport, MD - Student
Body Vice President
What are you most looking forward to
about being on Student Senate?
I’m excited about the chance to
interact with clubs as they plan
events and the opportunity to
represent the concerns of my peers
to faculty and staff.
Can you share one or two goals you
have for next year?
As a student senate, I think we’ll
be successful if we can look at each
other and our fellow students and
say that we have been faithful to
our calling to represent the student
body and steward its resources well.
What is one of the most interesting or
important things you’re learning right
now?
Yesterday, scientists at Massachusetts General Hospital announced
that they had successfully grown
kidneys in the lab and transplanted
them into rats. Down the road this
process could literally be lifesaving
to the 100,000+ people waiting for
a kidney (and that’s just in the US).
What is the greatest adventure you’ve
ever been on?
One of my favorite memories is
the mission trip to Cambodia I
took with a group of Covenant
students and the Nielsons during
May of my freshman year. One of
my favorite memories is buying a
fish from some locals in a floating
village, sticking it on a pole, then

taunting a pit of 20+ crocodiles
with it.
Sophomore Sam Moreland from
Newark, DE - Founders Residence Hall President
What are you most looking forward to
about being on Student Senate?
Experiencing different leadership
styles and working with a really
awesome group of people to serve
and love Covenant well.
Can you share one or two goals you
have for next year?
One goal of mine is to increase the
efficiency of the traditional events
Founders is known for. We have
great events, and I would love to
see their legacy pass on to future
classes with clarity and functionality in planning.
What is one of the most interesting or
important things you’re learning right
now?
I have been learning this year that
it is important to root for each
other and rejoice in the accomplishments of those around you.
What is the greatest adventure you’ve
ever been on?
I think the craziest adventure of
my life will be this summer when
I serve with a Christian ministry
in the National Parks at Mount
Rainier. I am taking a train from
DC to Seattle to kick off that
adventure!
Senior Kiaira Cooper from Powder
Springs, GA - Andreas Residence
Hall President
What are you most looking forward to
about being on Student Senate?

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

I’m looking to be a servant to my
fellow classmates and I’m looking
forward being apart of a group of
people that is looking to better this
community according to their positions. God is going to work wonders next year and I’m so happy to
be apart of it.
Can you share one or two goals you
have for next year?
Next year I want to continue the
traditions of Andreas as well as create new ones. Andreas is still considered the new kid on the block
and my main goal is to bridge the
gap. I also want to have some kind
of community with the student
apartments.
What is one of the most interesting or
important things you’re learning right
now?
The most important thing I am
learning so far has to be unity
within a community. After attending some Senate meetings before
being officially on Senate I’ve realized how much they respect each
other.
What is the greatest adventure you’ve
ever been on?
My roommate Jessie and I had this
really cool adventure during one of
our few snow days at Covenant our
sophomore year. It snowed about
6 inches and we decided to take a
little adventure around campus. We
made snowmen, buried each other
in the snow, had a snowball fight,
and sledded.
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Founders Music Video Night
by Andrew Mollenkof

After a number of scheduling problems, Founders Music
Video Night finally aired on
Monday, April 15th. There was a
good turnout in the chapel with
students from all over Covenant’s campus. The auditorium
was abuzz as the MCs, Jamison
Shimmel and Leah Cramer,
began the event.
The films followed typical
Founders hall fashion, featuring
everything from Luchadores to
mariachi singers. The Catacombs even did their own live
music video on stage involving a
kiddie and a live gorilla. Overall
the night was entertaining.
The films this year raised the
bar compared to Music Video
Nights in the past. Over my
time at Covenant it has seemed
as if every year there are one
or two exceptional videos that
stand out among other videos
that are weird or just plain bad.
This year, despite there being
no especially exceptional video,
the videos overall were better
than in years past. I don’t know
whether creativity was higher
this year or if technology helped
people make some better films,

but I’m glad that it happened.
Each hall presented something of its own unique flavor.
Caledon jammed out to “Can’t
Touch This” while doing ridiculous dances around campus.
Jungle’s video had a different
vibe—the girls of Jungle dressed
up and acted like a bunch of
mean girls throughout the city
of Chattanooga. They ended
fighting each other in front of
car headlights during a somewhat cliched but staple trope of
the “too cool for school” genre.
Rivendell also featured knives,
pool tables, gambling and Superman, which, as you can guess,
made the video a little random.
Blackwatch wrote its own
guitar-heavy rock song full with
Kyle Benson shredding on his
electric. Gracewell wrote their
own song as well—the video
featured a rap all about their
hall in which Rachel Cohen
showed offer her lyrical talents.
A lot of the halls had some cool
ideas but my two favorite were
First Belz and Brethren.
First Belz made my favorite
music video about a date gone
wrong. In the film Seth Mayberry takes a girl on his first
date. Throughout the short

he is plagued by the Spanishsinging Zack Jackson. Jackson’s
slicked-back hair, tight pants,
and partially unbuttoned white
shirt were amusing enough, but
the short didn’t stop there. The
slow and sensual song First Belz
picked complemented Zack’s
creepy stalking of the couple in
hilarious ways. If you missed the
video check it out on YouTube.
Brethren won Music Video
Night with their luchador film.
Eric Vitolens pretended to be a
young warrior wanting to win

a fight against a “holy man.” In
a very Karate Kid type story he
finds a sensei to teach him how
to fight. After training enough
he faces the supposed “holy
man” who was played by Covenant’s former chaplain Aaron
Messner, a brilliant choice
indeed. Messner, whose eyes
looked like that of the devil,
defeats the young upstart and
swaggers away from the fight.
Although it wasn’t my favorite,
it was well filmed and the surprise reveal of Aaron Messner

was hilarious.
Overall, Music Video Night
turned out to be decent. There
were no absolute winners in my
mind when it came to judging, although I think First Belz
was funniest. I think everyone
brought decent creativity to the
table, even if some of them were
clearly done in haste like the
absent yet present Catacombs
music video. Let’s hope the
days of mediocre music videos
are gone and that next year will
raise the bar even higher.

us to look back at these men, and
through the ever-clear glasses of
retrospect applaud their genius,
study their technique, and got to
school for years to learn how to
create mediocre copies of their
originals. Yet in their own time,
when they were young and struggling artists, they were not given
much more attention than you
perhaps give to the kid with the
bongos singing on the walking
bridge.
Not much has changed in the
artistic world. It is still harder
than ever trying to make a good
living off of art. The massive
film and music industries have
cornered the artistic market and
scoring a record deal or movie

role has become the modern
equivalent of being sponsored by
a monarch or commissioned by a
Pope. Yet when one or two lucky
artists slip through the cracks,
what they produce is lauded as
innovative and genius and the
rest of the masses cry out, “Why
can’t more art be like this?!”
There is perhaps a simple
answer to this question. Making a living on art has become
so near impossible that many
of the world’s modern Mozarts
and Michelangelos are spending their lives working retail in
a soul-sucking atmosphere. No
one has time to nurture the artist
or encourage his endeavors. Art
is not nurtured in the young, not

held up as something respectable, lovely, and worthy. Art has
become synonymous with the
industries that supply it on a
consumer scale, and much apathy
and disgust has been the result.
Many discussions can be had on
what art is, or on the influence
of the entertainment industry, on
how it’s no longer about talent,
only about money. These conversations are useful and necessary
to re-adjust our thinking about
the importance of art, yet are far
beyond the scope of this article.
I would like to point out only
two things: (a) art is important
(b) the artist should be encouraged, educated and paid for his
work.

We should create an atmosphere for the young artist that
enables him/her to create and
beautify the world with their
ability without having to either
starve or step into an entertainment system that is designed
only to turn a profit. In order
for this to be done, learning to
value art is essential. When we
begin to see that beauty is just as
important an element to the human life as morality is, perhaps
we can also learn to value the
artist and give him a place in
society that neither idolizes nor
degrades him, but honors him
for the insight he has and the
God-given truth he can speak.

First Belz

Supporting the arts, supporting the artist
by Alia Hollback

It has always been difficult to
make a living as an artist. Historically a poet, musician, or any
other type of artist would hope
to get sponsored by a monarch
so that he could make a living
doing what he loved. Even the
artists that are now considered
geniuses spent most of their lives
looking for work. Mozart was
dragged from pillar to post by his
father, who hoped that the amazing abilities of his 5-year-old son
might gain them a position at
court. Michelangelo was living
off contract work, getting a fouryear gig with the commission of
the Sistine Chapel. It’s easy for
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Delusions of Grandeur review

Jaime Smialek

by Calvin Cummings

Local music is difficult to
evaluate. It’s easy to get lost in
the spirit of camaraderie while
watching the boy next door win
over a crowd in a dimly lit bar.
All of Chicago would cheer if
the Bears won the Super Bowl,
regardless of whether they’d
ever seen a game. In the same
way, when a group based in
Chattanooga writes, records,
and produces an album that
is above average, the city will
celebrate with them. The city
feels somewhat responsible for
the artists’ success. This is the
beginning of the story for many
musicians (see: Erick Baker
and Knoxville, TN), though it
is changing somewhat in the
advent of an online, social-networking age (see: The Weeknd).
With their first full-length album, Delusions of Grandeur, only
two and a half weeks old, they

must be wondering what people
think, and if they can trust the
opinion of those who have supported them since the beginning. Though they can put on
a heart-stopping, sweat-soaked
warehouse show in their hometown with the best of their
scene, they still should examine
their sustainability, and how
they can measure their success.
Their album should reflect their
answers to these questions, and,
thankfully, it does.
Thematically, the album is
about a city--book-ended by
the sounds of subway cars easing in and out of underground
stations in the capital of the
world. New York City captured
the imaginations of the band
during their tour in August
2012, and Delusions of Grandeur
seems tied to the idea of what
it means for a band to succeed
in the city that never sleeps.
And what is success to a band

of 20-somethings who have
already made big waves in their
local scene? What do they want
out of all of this? What does
the cliched phrase “making it”
really mean to them? In the
track “Hometown” lead singer
Corey Snipes’ lyrics spell out
the answer in the chorus: “I’m
only writin’ / to be alive and
/ to sing the lines to the lives
/ I haven’t found yet / I gotta
fight it / cause I decided / I’m
not dying in my hometown.”
With references to the bustle
of Brooklyn’s underground in
“Northern” and the riots of
Manhattan in “Burlington,”
Snipes’ words at the end of
“Hometown” are brought into
stark contrast: “Your words are
tired like / the town that I was
born in.” Rigoletto’s desire for
flight, though youthful, is far
more mature than something
flowing out of adolescent angst.
Delusions of Grandeur does not

say that the grass is always
greener, but that the grass is
greener because they have seen
it. Theirs is an intentional and
careful decision, and their album is reflective of that.
The album plays like Brand
New’s The Devil and God
Are Raging Inside Me, ebbing
and flowing between the lead
guitar sensibilities of As Cities
Burn with tracks like “Queen’s
Hotel” and “War Story” and
indie-pop vibes with tracks like
“Northern” and “Burlington.”
The album itself claims many
influences, but the eclecticism
within the group is obvious
when the group’s discography
is listened to chronologically. Though their recorded
work only spans two years, the
growths are numerous. When
their first EP, Prodigal Again,
was released in 2011 the mewithoutYou comparisons came
from almost every direction,

and were continued with fervor
with the release of their single
“All We Fell” in 2012. However,
the only track in Delusions with
Aaron Weiss-esque lyricism is
in the bridge of the third track,
“Howl.” The band refuses to
be pigeonholed, even ending
their album with a full-length
instrumental song meaningful enough to be named “King”
rather than “Outro.” The record
is not what was predicted (at
least not by this reviewer), but
that is more than alright when
a band creates something as
thick and engaging as Delusions.
Rigoletto is charging ahead,
seizing opportunity when it
presents itself, and hoping to
get some sort of recognition for
what they have accomplished.
So, will Delusions of Grandeur
make the impression Rigoletto
needs it to? Time will tell. Can
the album do it? Absolutely.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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My cloud, your cloud
by Ellen Thweatt

Looking back over my freshman
year, my first instinct is to only
think of the best moments. I
want to just remember the days
when I’ve had the most fun and
exciting times. However, when
people back home ask me how
college is, I don’t tell them that
it’s “great” or “so much fun.” That
wouldn’t be completely honest.
Instead, my answer to them is,
“It has its ups and downs, but I
really love where I am.” The truth
is that I’ve never had as many
“down” moments as I’ve had
this year in college. It’s a deep
“down” and some days it’s worse
than others. Maybe its because
(being the Southern Californian
that I am) I’m not used to dreary
weather, school being exhausting,
life changing quickly, or having
to be away from my family for so
long. Wherever it comes from,
I can’t ignore the fact that there
are many days when I smile to
disguise the cloud hanging over
my head. The frustration seems
to be that I can’t figure out where
the cloud is coming from and

there’s a voice telling me that
I’m all alone. The worst decision
I’ve made is to keep that voice to
myself when my cloud won’t go
away. It’s because I can’t always
explain why I feel the way I do.
The best decision I’ve made, however, is to share that inner voice with
other people. It’s been surprising
how many people understand, or at
least have the desire to understand.
Because of these people, my best
moments include not only the good,
but also the difficult. The times
when friends have said “It’s okay to
cry” when I wanted to hide it, when
someone stops their day and prays
with me, or when Scripture is read
aloud from a teacher’s office or peer’s
bedroom—these are the times that
I’ll remember as my best moments
of this year. People have shown the
empathy of Jesus by helping carry
my cloud. Even though I pray it will
stop coming around so consistently,
it hasn’t. Maybe it won’t go away
for a long time. As much as I want
it taken away, perhaps it’s necessary
for my faith. Because of my hunger
for God’s comfort, I don’t just sing
praises from my mouth. The sound
comes straight from my heart. I

Empowernetwork.com

don’t smile just to appear happy. I
smile because of the new seed of
joy being planted. Despite the dry
soil the seed is growing in, it’s being
watered by a Christian community
and through an Everlasting Love.

I know I’m not the only one being
shielded from sunshine because of
dark skies. Sometimes it’s necessary
to let go of the fear that’s hindering our inner voices from speaking.
Whether we are crying out to Jesus

or letting a friend know what’s truly
in our hearts, we are not created to
be in our struggles alone. Reach up
higher than your cloud, because even
when we can’t feel it, there is a ray of
light waiting to shine down on us.

Making my parents’ God my God
by Lynae Rockwell

I checked the box just like
everyone else. You know, the one
that says “Yes, I’m a Christian.”
I arrived at Covenant with all
the right words on the tip of my
tongue—redemption, calling, etc.
My heart, however, was in a different state than my vocabulary
implied. Although I had grown
up in a Christian home (on the
mission field no less) I still was
only attached to God through my
parents. They were my “umbilical
chord” to Christianity. I didn’t
feel a need to follow God other
than because my parents told me
it was the right thing to do.
So, I muddled through my

first semester. I went to chapels
and lectures on big C and little
c calling and I took communion
on the first Sunday of every
month. I had fooled myself into
believing that my parent’s faith
was my own. I didn’t really know
what it looked like to cling to
Christ with my own arms rather
than allowing someone else to do
the job for me.
Second semester rolled around,
and life continued as usual. My
devotion was to my social life
and to surviving college classes.
I was still dealing with a lot of
things that I had gone through
my senior year, issues that
depressed me and caused me to
feel cynical towards many things.

By the summertime, God was an
afterthought. If at the beginning
of freshman year I had tried to at
least go through the motions of
being a God-follower, but by the
summer I wasn’t even doing that.
I made up excuses to skip church
and I left my bible closed (except
for the rare occasion when I felt
“spiritual” and opened it to a
random verse).
The summer came to an end,
and if nothing else I had learned
that I was truly a messed up human being. I learned that going
through the motions of what my
parents had always taught me
was not sufficient. I felt lost. I
wasn’t sure if I even wanted to
be at Covenant anymore (why

stay if I didn’t even know what I
really believed anymore?). I was
cynical towards Covenant and
towards what it stands for.
Through a chain of events that
I will not go into much detail
about here, I slowly came to the
realization that I needed the
God that my parents love so very
much. I realized that He was my
God too. Through a rough summer and a spiritually dry time, I
was brought to a point where I
saw Christ as my savior—not the
ambiguous being that I prayed to
during chapel or when times got
really rough. I began to see Him
as my God, my Father. I recognized my need for Him in a way
that I hadn’t in previous years.

Growing up in a Christian
home is wonderful. It was such a
blessing for me. Yet I arrived at
Covenant numb to my need for
a God of my own. A God who
did not want my empty motions
and my “right” answers. A God
who cares more about what is in
my heart than what is on a piece
of paper. I do not know every
story on this campus. I know we
all come from different backgrounds. Still, I ask that we each
take time to think about what
we really did when we checked
a box and stepped on to this
campus. Are we going through
the motions or are we clinging
to the God who we know to be
OUR God?
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Value beyond the surface
by Bria Fields

I don’t play an instrument. I
don’t sing or write songs. I
dabble in poetry, but I’m not
excellent. I don’t have a quantifiable talent or skill that can
be seen and judged. I’m not
very sociable. And, most likely,
according to this community’s
standards, I’m not that attractive.
Also, I’m being introduced to

things like doctrine and theology for the first time. Yet, despite
all that, I am still a child of God
and have some calling to fulfill
on this earth. And I still have
other qualities that make me a
valuable human.
But I don't always feel that
way—especially here. This campus is filled with charismatic,
talented, beautiful, faith-filled
people with a firm foundation

Thinking about
fair trade
by Emily Davis

Over Easter break, I was reading
the book of Amos, which talks a
lot about issues of justice. Amos
5:15 says, “Hate evil, and love
good, and establish justice in the
gate….” As I read this verse, I
was overwhelmed with the fact
that I felt very incompetent as
a college student to establish
justice in any way. My sphere of
influence seems small, and I am
not even sure where to begin. I
asked God to show me how I
can establish justice.
As I waited, God brought to
my mind the recent comments
I have heard about our society’s consumption. Such a large
amount of what we buy supports slavery and unjust wages
to poor people. As middle-toupper-class Americans, one of
our biggest roles is the role of
consumer. Most of us give much
more money to our purchases
than to our tithes and donations.
Therefore, I think we are very
responsible to uphold justice
in this area. When it comes to
fair trade, the American church
seems virtually silent. Yet, the

Bible makes it clear that justice
for the poor is an issue close to
God’s heart! Trying to figure out
where our money goes and how
to spend it seems overwhelming.
Where do we start?
While discussing this issue with a friend, I voiced my
concerns that, with such a broken
market that is so fundamental to
our society, it is basically impossible to support solely fair trade
products. My friend reminded
me that such a broken system,
which reveals our great societal
sin, should serve as a reminder of
our desperate need for grace. We
are so blessed that, while we cannot control where every penny
of our spending goes, we are
covered by Jesus’ grace. Therefore,
we have no need to despair as we
struggle in spending our money
in a way that honors God. After
beginning with this, I still believe
we have a responsibility to act in
obedience to God’s commands.
Another friend emphasized to
me the importance of researching the products we buy so that
we are aware and intentional in
spending our money. There are
so many sources to inform us on

who capture the essence of a
valued Covenant student. I find
myself struggling with how I fit
in on this campus. Naturally, this
struggle leads to a lot of selfdoubt, and I find myself desiring
to leave.
However, I don't struggle
simply because who I am doesn't
seem to fit here. I struggle more
with the fact that I don't want to
change who I am in order to be

considered valuable here—with
the exception of becoming more
grounded in my faith. Nevertheless, I don't want to learn how
to play an instrument, I don't
want to be more charismatic,
and I don't want to superficially
change to become more attractive here. I shouldn't have to.
Instead, I would like to see
mutual encouragement overtake
this campus. I'm not saying that

I never feel encouraged or valued
on this campus. And I'm not
saying that anyone should have
to change or downplay his or her
talents for that encouragement to
take place. However, there must
be something that we can do to
relieve the self-doubt that many
of us must be feeling more than
just occasionally.

Empowernetwork.com

what products are fairly traded.
Granted, some of these products
are more expensive and harder
to find. But Amos 8:4-6 says,
“Hear this, you who trample on
the needy and bring the poor
of the land to an end, saying,
‘When will the new moon be
over, that we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath, that we may
offer wheat for sale, that we may
make the ephah small and the
shekel great and deal deceitfully

with false balances, that we may
buy the poor for silver and the
needy for a pair of sandals and
sell the chaff of the wheat?’” Can
we justify saving every extra cent
and shopping conveniently, all at
the expense of the poor?
My plan is to start small. I
want to start with just a few
products, such as coffee and
chocolate, and try to buy them
fairly traded as much as possible.
I think if we start small, God
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will bless our obedience and will
help us obey in larger areas. Also,
as I have seen already, prayer is
key to our acting in accordance
with His will!
While this subject is new to
me, I believe it is vitally important to living gospel-centered
lives. I hope we can discuss this
subject more and help each other
find more practical ways to obey
God’s commands concerning
social justice.
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A fond farewell to Tami Smialek
by Anne Marie Rowe

For many Covenant students, last
Friday was a typical day, but for
Tami Smialek it was her last day
to walk onto the Covenant College campus as an employee. For
the last 29 years, Tami has faithfully served the college as a coach,
administrator, and athletic director.
Prior to working at Covenant,
Tami attended the school from
1977-1981, playing basketball all
four years. Coached by the mighty
Will Stern, she held the record for
the most points scored in a career:
1,735 to be exact (although there

was no three-point line at the time).
After graduating, Tami coached
women’s basketball at Covenant
from 1984-2002. During this stint
she hired my mom as an assistant
coach, which gave me the opportunity, at two weeks old, to
start traveling with the women’s
basketball team.
Tami never married, or had
children, but in a way adopted
my sisters and me as her own
kids, or “buds,” as she likes to
call us. She took us on countless road-trips with the team,
let us “help” her run practices,
and supplied us with seemingly

unlimited Powerade, candy, and
chips—a dream come true for
any kid. It was through these
experiences that I saw firsthand,
for many years, the way Tami not
only coached, but mentored her
players.
Former Covenant College basketball star, Kristy Clark Van Eck,
said, “When I was a child, Tami
was always my hero, and I feel
honored that I had the opportunity to play for her at Covenant.
She taught me so much about the
game of basketball, but more than
that, she taught me what it means
to live your life for the Lord. I am

forever grateful.”
After coaching for 18 years,
Tami left the Athletic Department to work in Admissions and
Records. In 2009, Tami returned
to the Athletic Department where
she once again pulled out the old
coaching whistle as interim coach,
and served in a new role as Athletic Director.
In her coaching career Tami
took Covenant to their first ever
NAIA Division II National
Tournament, took them to two
NCCAA National Tournaments,
had over five 20-win seasons, and
this year again graciously filled
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in as interim coach and led the
Lady Scots to a winning record
(13-11). Off the court, Tami’s
leadership, hard work, and keen
sense of organization as Athletic
Director has been instrumental in
Covenant’s transition into NCAA
Division III.
Tami left Covenant to become Director of Operations
and Finance at the Ridge Haven
Conference and Retreat Center in
Brevard, NC. She leaves behind
a legacy of selfless loyalty and a
strong foundation for new Athletic Director Kyle Taylor. She will
be greatly missed.

