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Music SIP

Karen
Angela
Ellis

by Mary Lynn Alexander

Every student at Covenant has
to write a SIP, but imagine writing your SIP after a practicing
the piano for three long hours.
This process is just a normal day
for senior music major, Ruth
Sneller. In addition to writing
her SIP, Sneller is preparing to
perform her Senior Recital on
April 22.
Sneller’s love for music began
at an early age.
“I can remember as a little girl
coming home every Sunday from
church and playing all of the
hymns from memory,” Sneller
said.
Her father recognized her
talent and began to teach her
simple tunes and scales.
Her skills developed quickly,
and in first grade she started
taking formal lessons. Since
then piano has been a part of
her life. In middle school she
accompanied her fellow students
and participated in professional
competitions.
“I enjoyed piano, but it wasn’t
until eighth grade that I realized I loved to play,” Sneller said.
“My teacher taught me to play
like each piece had a story, and
it was my job to tell it. I saw the
power music had over people.”
Throughout high school
Continued on page 2News
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Grace Humbles

Chattanooga City Hall

Cease-fire negotiations
by Kendi Anderson

Bloody March, as last month was
nicknamed by many in Chattanooga, has come to a close. The month
held 16 shootings on the streets of
Chattanooga, three of which were
fatal, and ended in a way most
did not expect—with a pledge for
peace on Palm Sunday.
Many voices in Chattanooga
have been asking for peace, but this
delicate cease-fire was not decided
upon by those who sit in offices
or in patrol cars, but by those who
wear gang colors and point the

guns.
This meeting, initiated by former
gang leaders, was originally scheduled to take place at Chattanooga’s
City Hall, but when the organizers
approached the building they met
Mayor Ron Littlefield standing
outside the closed door.
He told the organizers that they
can have their talk, but not at City
Hall.
Organizers of the meeting
quickly found a new safe location
away from the Mayor and away
from the cops.
A group of gang leaders filled

a dining room at a neutral Chattanooga location and at 7:18 p.m.
one of the leaders, feared by many
in the room, declared “the truce has
begun.”
Leaders from the most visible
and violent gangs in Chattanooga
sat around this dining room table.
Drawn by their elders, men who
had legitimacy in the room and the
men who have the power to make a
cease fire like this last.
David Cook, one of the few
non-gang members in the room,
described the meeting as having
little formality.
Continued on page 3News

“If our identity comes from
something on the same plane
[as ourselves] then it can be
taken away,” Karen Angela Ellis
told the group of women from
Covenant College and local
churches on Saturday morning.
“It’s only by knowing Christ
that we can really know who we
are.”
This past Saturday, 80 women
from Covenant and the community took part in a conversation about identity in Christ.
Over a continental breakfast
and Starbucks coffee, Ellis
spoke about the implications of
what it means to find personal
identity in a relational savior in
a culture that does not acknowledge Biblical symbiosis of body
and spirit. After the general
session, attendees gathered in
small groups to continue Ellis’
discussion.
Over the past 20 years, Ellis
has performed and lectured
across the globe, including at
this year’s Martin Luther King,
Jr. chapel. She received her
Continued on page 2News
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Karen Angela Ellis
Continued from front page

M.A. in Religion from Westminster Theological Seminary
and her M.F.A. from the Yale
School of Drama. She travels,
teaches and writes with her husband, theological anthropologist
Dr. Carl F. Ellis, Jr.
“Our physical characteristics
are challenged daily,” Ellis said
of cultural perceptions of beauty
and diversity. “We have to acknowledge the constant barrage
of media that derides God’s
creation.”
Instead of accepting cultural
standards, Ellis encouraged
women to accept their union
with Christ and their creation
identity.
“When we embrace God’s
design as intentional, now we
embrace his bringing together
and consummation of creation
in advance.”
Special Programs and Mentoring Coordinator Christina
Fitzpatrick said that the session
was intended to give Covenant
students and women from the

Music SIP

Continued from front page
Sneller continued lessons and
played in the orchestra. Despite
her love for playing, Ruth did
not want to pursue a performing
career.
“I knew I didn’t want to
perform, but I also knew I had
been blessed with a gift. I loved
to refine and develop my pieces,
making the stories clearer.”
After much encouragement
from friends and family, she auditioned at Covenant. “I knew I
wanted to come to Covenant and
I loved music, so I chose to study
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community a chance to connect
and “to be reminded of their
identity in Christ and to flesh
out how that affects us, both our
bodies and our souls, now and
in the future. Older and younger
women can benefit from hearing
this rich scriptural truth and applying it to our lives.”
Freshman Cate Faull said, “I
found it interesting that [Ellis]
spoke on both outer and inner
womanhood. I think sometimes
churches try so hard to shift the
focus from a woman’s bodily appearance, besides modesty talks,
that they forget that the body is
important at all.”
Junior Keeley Jelgerhuis said,
“I think one of the most impactful aspects was the presence of
the older women from the community being involved, especially in the small group discussions
we had. I so enjoyed listening to
the wisdom they had and I also
appreciated that they were willing to listen and learn from us
as younger Christian women.”
Also appreciative of the communal aspect of the event, Faull
agreed, “It was cool to be in a

setting with girls I don’t know
and women who have had more
experience. It gave more perspective and wisdom in how to
apply some of the truths Mrs.
Ellis shared.”
Jelgerhuis added, “Karen
Ellis was incredible and the
things that she had to say to the
women of this community was
something that was so valuable
and relevant to many of us. I
hope that the ladies involved
were as blessed by this lecture as
I was.”
According to Fitzpatrick, this
is the third event in recent years
that Covenant has hosted with
the PresWIC, women from local
Presbyterian churches. In addition to the annual event with
PresWIC, Fitzpatrick said that
the Chapel Department hoped
to promote more opportunities
for connection.
“I spoke with a number of
[visiting women] afterwards and
a few things came out. They
were so encouraged to spend
time with young women really
seeking to pursue the Lord, and
willing to get up on a Saturday

morning for this event,” said
Fitzpatrick. “They appreciated the teaching of Mrs. Ellis
personally and appreciated talking through things in the small
group sessions with the students
and they were encouraged by

the spirit of the event—a desire
to learn and grow together.”
Fitzpatrick encourages students to contact her if they are
interested in discipleship/reading groups with older women.

it here,” said Sneller.
At Covenant, Sneller has
experienced triumph as well as
struggle. The long hours of practice are grueling, and her lessons
are challenging.
“Ms. Jobe takes everything to a
new level,” she said. “Every note
must ring clear and distinct as if
a whole orchestra were playing,
not just one pianist!”
There are other challenges
for Sneller too. “It is always a
struggle to not compare myself
to other performers. I want to
develop my gift, but I don’t want
to be perfect for the sake of being perfect,” she said.

She’s also grown as a student
in her community. “At Covenant
I’ve learned to truly enjoy other’s
talent and skill because I’ve come
to see their gifts as a part of
God’s creativity.”
For Sneller, piano is worship,
and she wants to share it with
others. “I love piano because it
is my way of expressing my love
for the Lord and the world He’s
created. I look forward to using
it for His glory.”
Sneller is preparing four pieces
for her recital. She is performing compositions by Bach,
Schumann, Rachmaninoff, and
Debussy. Each piece is unique

and poses different challenges.
“The hardest thing about preparing for my recital is changing
moods with each piece. They are
all so different, and they contrast
each other beautifully,” Sneller
said.
Practicing is also physically
exhausting. “It’s like working out
or running, I come out drained
mentally and physically,” she
said.
Yet Sneller continues to practice day in and day out preparing for her performance. She
excitedly and nervously awaits
her recital and looks forward to
sharing her music with others.

Sneller looks forward to the
future. After graduating from
Covenant, she plans to open
her own studio. She also hopes
to pursue a graduate degree in
music therapy.
Whatever she ends up doing,
Sneller will always find her way
back to the piano.
“I always think of Eric Little.
He said that when he ran he felt
God’s pleasure; well, it’s the same
for me. When I play I feel God’s
pleasure mixed with my own.
It’s my way to connect with the
Lord, and I’ll always play.”

Christiana Fitzpatrick

Faculty Quote of the Week
“He’s an institution in himself.”
-Professor Corbett on John Holberg
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The Verdict
Yes... to being warm.
No... to being warned.
GET A PARKING
PASS, PEOPLE!

Cease-fire

Continued from front page
“The front door opened and gang
leaders (different gangs came at
different times) walked in,” Cook
said. “They all looked under 30.”
All the men that walked through
the door were black males and they
filled the room in hopes of less violence. They said things are getting
out of hand. Too many lives are
being lost. Violence is not working.
“The older men spoke with a
blend of love and anger. A sternness. Cursing, yet out of concern,”
Cook said. “The younger men

spoke about keeping folks in line,
holding to the truce. They spoke
about the other groups not present.
How to walk out onto the fragile
bridge being built.”
Chattanooga has more than 40
documented criminal street gangs
and five of these gangs are considered violent.
Many question how long this
cease fire will last.
“It’s hard to say. You really,
honestly, can’t put a timeframe on
it,” said Art Powell, a gang expert
and consultant in Atlanta who was
a gang member for 20 years.
Powell told the Times Free Press,

News: 3

“Even though the leaders have
said, ‘We’re having a truce. We’re
going to respect this other side,’ all
it takes is one person who says, ‘I
ain’t going for that’ ... to go out and
violate that truce.”
Truces like the one Chattanooga
is a part of is rare. The mediator
must be “someone who knows both
parties, and those parties have to
respect that individual a great deal,”
Powell said.
Skip Eberhardt attended the
meeting and is known for his street
credibility in Chattanooga. He
told the Times Free Press, “I think
all of them [gang leaders] are about

tired of this killing themselves.”
“Gang members have this
paradoxical relationship to power:
surrounded by the social powerlessness of poverty, yet also able to call
an end to the violence in a way that
no other person or agency in the
city is able to do,” Cook said.
Since the cease fire was called
on March 26 no shootings have
occurred in Chattanooga that have
been connected to gang violence.
David Cook helped provide some
details for this story.
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by M. G. Stocker & L. Davis

Early last week, Chattanooga
leaders made the decision to turn
an undeveloped section of Market
Street into a food truck court and
event space. Usually referred to as
the 700 Block, the lot will be renamed Center Park and serve as a
way to encourage further development in City Center.
The newly designed pocket park
is in the heart of City Center.
Center Park will host various
activities for Chattanoogans
throughout the coming months
and will be a spot for the public to
use at their leisure. The first main
use of the space will be to host the
rapidly growing food truck scene
in Chattanooga. Food truck owners are excited about having an actual food truck court where people
can come eat and relax on the
grass lawn. The Food Truck Court

at Center Park will include Taste
of Argentina, Local Slice, Famous
Nater’s World Famous, Southern
Burger Company, Missing Link
and The Muenster Truck (starting
in June). The court will officially
launch in conjunction with Fresh
on Fridays’ 2013 Opening Day
on April 12 with a ribbon cutting
celebration.
Fresh on Fridays, another River
City Company program, traditionally housed food trucks in Miller
Plaza every Friday from April to
October. However, with the increase in food trucks, Miller Plaza
cannot accommodate all the mobile
eateries. Fridays in Miller Plaza will
still include produce vendors, artisans, music and more. Also, Miller
Plaza and Waterhouse Pavilion will
still be the prime spot for people
to sit and eat lunch as Center Park
will not offer official seating.

“This is our third year of Fresh
on Fridays, and I am excited for
what the Food Truck Court at
Center Park will bring for downtown,” said Christian Siler with
Southern Burger Company. “It’s
refreshing to see an empty lot converted into a usable and enjoyable
green space, and I look forward to
another busy burger season.”
Jim Williamson, Vice President
of Planning & Development for
River City Company, said: “Center
Park will offer a fun, functional use
of the space until future development decisions can be made. It is
also a testament to the community’s support of food trucks to need
a bigger space to house the group.”
Additional programming for
Center Park will include Movies
at Center Park, formerly known as
Movies at the 700 Block, during
select Saturdays in September.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

River City Company is also looking into creating a community
garden at Center Park and hopes
Chattanoogans and visitors will
use the space to gather and enjoy
downtown similar to other community green spaces.
“Center Park is a great, animated addition to City Center.
With the Food Truck Court at
Center Park, downtown workers
and visitors will enjoy our growing
food truck scene almost on a daily
basis,” said Amy Donahue, Communication Specialist at River
City Company. “Fresh on Fridays
will still continue from April to
October with local artisans, produce vendors, music and more in
Miller Plaza each Friday from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. to complement the
food trucks just one block north.”
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Into the Woods review
byAlia Hollback

Into the Woods is a musical revolving around several well-known
fairy tales including, Rapunzel, Cinderella, Jack and the
Beanstalk, and Little Red Riding
Hood. Written by James Lapine
with music and lyrics by Stephen Sondheim, Into the Woods
is a delightful and light-hearted
adventure with very serious
undertones.
The writing in this show is
absolutely brilliant. Catchy and
clever, Sondheim strikes again
with his memorable melodies
and witty lyrics, while Lapine
crafts a masterful tale by weaving
well-known fairy stories around
his own nucleus of originality.
By the end of the first act,
every character has seemed to
achieve his or her “happily ever
after.” Curses were lifted, dreams

came true, the wicked were punished and the good got what they
wanted. How startling it is then
to realize that there is an entire
second act. What more could
there possibly be to say? If life
were a fairy tale, the show would
have stopped at Act I. This is just
the point Lapine and Sondheim
wish to drive home: life is decidedly not a fairytale and happily
ever afters have consequences.
In the second act, the audience sees how what was most
desired by the characters in the
first act becomes their undoing
as reality and seeds of discontent
wreak havoc on what was supposed to be their happy ending.
The message of Into the Woods is,
very simply, “Be careful what you
wish for, because it may come
true.”
Producing Into the Woods
would be a very ambitious

endeavor under any circumstances, and it was certainly an
audacious undertaking for the
resources available to the theatre
department. With limited space,
finances, lighting, sets, and
any number of other needed
resources, the entire production was remarkably well done.
Though faced with limitations,
the space that was available was
well-utilized and at times used to
great comedic effect. Perhaps the
most visually delightful instance
of creativity was the sequence
between Red Riding Hood and
the Wolf, performed behind a
lighted screen so that the audience could see only silhouettes of
the characters.
Limited resources did produce a few cons however, most
particularly when it came to
technical concerns, as some of
the microphones used by cast

members were set too high, too
low, or simply weren’t on at all
when a character was speaking.
Due to the lack of an orchestra
pit and performing in a space
that was not designed for the vocal projection of actors, dialogue
was difficult to hear at many
points in the show. Nevertheless, it was evident that massive
amounts of work went into the
production of this musical and
everything from costumes to set
design reflected the utmost care
and effort into putting on the
best show possible.
The cast consists of excellent
vocalists and comedic performers
including hilarious performances
by Paul Smallman and Will Ahrenholz as the Princes, a delightfully well-done portrayal of the
Witch by Beth Mixon, and very
relatable character portrayals of
the Baker and his wife played by

Vol. 59.24

NYPost.com

Jamison Shimmel and Adrienne
Siegenthaler. Together with the
rest of the talented performers
in the show, the cast delivers an
evening of entertainment, wit,
and thought provocation.
Into the Woods continues to
run April 11 & 12 at 7:30 p.m.,
and April 13 at 2:30 p.m.

Jewel: Greatest Hits Review

by Alia Hollback

Breaking onto the music scene
in the mid-1990s, Jewel Kilcher
rode a wave to staggering success
with a very simple album called
Pieces of You. Consisting largely

of only herself and her guitar,
Pieces of You broke records all
over the place, staying on the
Billboard 200 for two straight
years and selling over 12 million
copies in the United States alone.

Not bad for a 21-year-old who
was living in her car before she
got signed.
Her lyric-driven, raw acoustic
record having sold so well, Jewel’s
sophomore album was highly
anticipated. The struggle between
being pressured to write for radio
and sticking to the meaningful, organic songwriting she had
become known for was apparent
when Spirit was released in 1998.
Flirting with pop but still managing to stay largely acoustic, the
most impressive element of Spirit
was the vocal work. The depth
of writing she’d proven to the
world she was capable of started
teetering ever so slightly to the
melodramatic and almost—dare
I say—straight up corny.
Since Spirit’s release, Jewel fans
have been taken on a roller coaster ride of genre, still patiently
waiting for the Pieces of You sequel that has been promised but
never shows. After fulfilling her
contract with Atlantic Records

with her 2006 release of Goodbye
Alice in Wonderland, Jewel took
a detour into country, releasing
two country albums on her new
indie label.
In between the country records, Jewel caught baby fever
and the result was not one but
two albums of children’s music.
Now that her son is nearly two
years old, the hope was that all
of the twinkle, twinkle little stars
and itsy-bitsy-spiders had gotten
out of Jewel’s system and she’d
buckle down to release another
raw, lyric-driven acoustic album
18 years after the release of Pieces
of You. Alas, it was not to be so.
In February of this year, Jewel
released Jewel: Greatest Hits. Really? Eighteen years of waiting
and all we get is a compilation of
bizarre musical choices?
Jewel has defended her genre
hopping by stating that expecting an artist to stick with one
sound is like asking a painter to
paint with one color. Why do it

when there are so many colors to
experiment with? As a musician, I understand the desire to
experiment and the fear of being
pigeon-holed, but for heaven’s
sake, why make a mediocre country record when you could make
an earth shaking folk record?
And if you were tired of folk in
the 90s, fair enough, but it’s been
18 years. Can’t you revisit folk
for just one more measly record?
Or, if a compilation is necessary,
why not make a decent recording of the bootlegs your fans
have been trading to each other
through all of these years? These
unreleased rough tracks recorded
by fans at hundreds of shows
all across her career are some of
Jewel’s best work. Do we ever see
these gems on a record? No sir,
we get pseudo-country/pop records and nursery rhymes. Give
a girl a break and do what you do
best, Jewel. Enough is enough. I
criticize because I care.
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Supergiant Games

Indie videogame Bastion review
by Walter Somerville

In Supergiant Games’ debut
release, a boy known only as
The Kid wanders the watercolor
wasteland of a world ravaged by
an event known as the Calamity.
As he searches for answers and
any survivors of the apocalypse,
he stumbles upon a mysterious safe haven, the Bastion. The
journey that follows spans many
beautiful vistas and includes an
endearing cast of characters. The
story has several fantastic and
unpredictable twists, and as a
whole, the tale that Supergiant
Games has created is nothing
short of outstanding. I would
advise you to avoid potential
spoilers because the way the
writers parse out information
contributes significantly to the

resonance of the narrative. While
the story is good on its own,
it is the game’s amazing use of
narration that draws you into
the world of Bastion more than
anything else. Every action you
take, and decision you make, is
fully narrated by a man named
the Stranger (played by Supergiant’s own Logan Cunningham)
whose silky-smooth voice is
the very definition of cool. His
constant comments give Bastion
a sense of momentum, while also
further emphasizing the storybook atmosphere. The Stranger is
the glue that holds the story and
game-play together, and though
he may not be the protagonist,
he is without a doubt the star of
the show.
Bastion is worth a look for the
story and unique narration alone,

but thankfully, the game-play is
absolutely spot-on as well. The
isometric camera angle is reminiscent of Square’s SNES gem,
Secret of Mana. In fact, the gameplay bears a strong resemblance
to that game as well. You control
the Kid with the WASD keys
or left analog stick (depending
on what system you play it on),
and aim with the mouse or right
analog stick. A robust upgrade
system, and a ridiculous amount
of tools and weapons at your disposal make the Kid a force to be
reckoned with. Each weapon can
be tweaked and upgraded with
raw materials found throughout
the different levels, and unlockable special abilities helps to
give each a unique personality.
It is an extremely customizable
system that never punishes you

for experimenting. This flexibility
extends even further through the
idols mechanic: players can activate a number of idols within the
Bastion, each making the game a
bit more difficult in a variety of
unique ways. The trade-off is in
the experience gain that comes
with the spike in difficulty. It’s a
fantastic system that allows the
hardcore players to punish themselves, and be rewarded for it,
without penalizing more casual
players.
The presentation is top-notch
as well. The painted backdrops,
and fresh enemy design are a
constant delight, though the
variety of different creatures
does end up giving way to simple
recolors (though paired with
devious new tactics) by the end
of the game. The music is the real

standout, however. Darren Korb
incorporates traditional eastern (think Indian) instruments
with rock and electronic music
to create something completely
unique. Not only does it fit the
world of Bastion to a T, it’s a really solid album in its own right.
Don’t be surprised if you end up
listening to it long after you have
finished with the game.
Bastion proves that videogames can be artistic and
engaging, while still being fun.
The game is simply bursting
at the seams with personality
from the art and music to the
fantastic narration that follows
you throughout your journey. If
you enjoy beautiful art or well
told stories, you would be doing
yourself a huge disservice to miss
out on Bastion.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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After-school care deters gang involvement
by Lillian Arjona-Garzon

The clock strikes 3 p.m. in the inner
city neighborhoods of Escondido,
California. The once empty streets
are now filled with children walking back home from school. The
elementary kids are racing back
home, playing tag, or hiding behind
the bushes on their way. Holding their heads up high as well as
their pride for being older than the
elementary kids, the middle school
kids take their time getting back
home. The little kids get distracted
by their games and do not notice
that the sun has slowly gone down
and is replaced by the moon in the
sky. Suddenly, coming from a corner
of a neighborhood a group of older
guys approach the little kids. Tattoos
are covering every inch of their skin
and a big name stands out on one
of their chests: Diablos, one of the
numerous gangs in Escondido. The
children are suddenly filled with
terror, but the gang leader kneels
down telling them, “Don’t be afraid
kids, we want you to be part of our
familia—family.”
Years pass by and these little
children are now in high school.
Instead of attending their classes,
they are running around the streets
of Escondido, and vandalizing property all over the city. They go from
skipping some classes to ditching

school frequently to dropping out
completely. They are committing
numerous crimes such as robbery
and violence. Some of them who are
part of the gang want a way out, but
they know that there is no way of
leaving without being killed. Others
have a stronger commitment to the
gang than to their families, and don’t
plan to finish high school or any
other kind of education.
The increase of gang violence in
Escondido should be an alarming
event. Articles and stories come
up weekly about the activity of the
gangs and their growth. There are
different ways of dealing with it,
but school programs are one of the
more positive and effective methods.
School programs can be effective
and beneficial for kids at a young age
to keep them safe from these gangs.
After-school programs have kept
many students from being entangled
by different gangs around the city.
Programs like YMCA, Safe Walk,
and Boys and Girls Club offer
different kinds of curriculum and
activities for their students. The
YMCA began in 1844 as a Christian association that was a refuge
for men who were escaping from
violent life on the streets. They now
have various programs that each
child can daily participate in. Four
programs that YMCA focuses on
are childcare, education & leader-

ship, swim, sports & play, and camp.
Safe Walk, on the other hand, began
a few years ago when leaders in the
city noticed that the young students
were walking about home unsupervised in the dangerous parts of
Escondido. This program focuses on
gathering volunteers to watch these
children walk home safely without
interruption from these gangs. The
Boys and Girls Club focuses on giving these kids a future; this future is
one that is full of hope and leadership opportunities. There are three
clubs in the character and leadership
area. These consist of the Torch
Club, Keystone teen program, and
the Youth of the Leader recognition program. Proven by data, these
programs are truly helping these
children.
Children growing up in the
inner city are most likely to
experience poverty, violence, and
family problems. These issues leave
lifelong side effects on these kids.
People are really starting to see the
dramatic difference of a child who
has been raised in these programs
compared to the ones who have
not. Not only do they keep students
safe and off the streets, but these
are places where they can learn
more and understand their classes
in depth. They also are getting
time to exercise by playing sports
and using their gifts and talents in

positive ways. It is a necessity for
the inner city and the communities around to have these programs
so that the students may come out
with a different perspective on their
life and what they hope to achieve.
Data has shown that most of
the students who stay in the after
school programs are minorities
that range from the age of 5 to 14.
This is significant because most
gang members come from these
minorities. Research shows that 50
percent of students who drop out of
high school are somehow involved
in a gang. In elementary schools,
around 5 percent of children have
already joined a gang. It’s also
around that age that they start
initiating the gangs and making
the kids join them as their “family.”
The gangs seek money and power
in the communities of the minorities. They cause fear and terror and
take advantage of the families by
forcing the children to join them,
giving them more control over the
neighborhoods.
I have seen firsthand the significance of an after school program.
Three years ago, my dad, with help
from some leaders in the community, started the program Safe Walk.
It first started in one elementary
school and has now become a part
of most of the elementary and
middle schools in Escondido,

California. Because of this program,
students are able to get home safely
without the fear of being bullied,
assaulted, or taken by a gang. I
know kids from my church who
are part of the YMCA programs
at their schools and have said that
it changed their views concerning their future. They have higher
expectations for themselves and are
seeking to pursue their goals.
Therefore, as cliché as it may
sound, “the children are our future.”
If we seek a brighter city with
hope and less crime we must also
focus on the students and children
of these communities by starting
inside the schools and progressing
out. I’m not saying that the city
should stop enforcing the law or
convict gangs, but I do think that
there has not been a strong focus
on the children. I would encourage
everyone to spend time in an after
school program nearby, get to know
the children, and see firsthand
how two hours in a day can benefit
them. They need to be told that
they are important and can make
a difference in people’s lives. They
need people like you and me to
encourage them to go and do something positive in their communities.
After-school programs may seem
like a few hours but they will matter
the most in the years to come.

trepidation.
Much of our fear comes
from the unknown. If we knew
the answers to our distressing
questions, we wouldn’t have to
fear. We fear because we don’t
know what the outcome of our
situations will be, what type of
pain they will cause us, or how
they will change our lives. The
answers to our questions are
completely and utterly out of our
control, and that lack of control
leads to our fear.
A lot of fear, at least for me,
would go away if the unknown

became the known. If I was to
create an antidote to my fear,
it would be a time machine or
an oracle that would tell me
how each situation would turn
out. That way I would be able
to prepare properly for my fate,
with eager anticipation or stoic
resignation. My fear would be
gone because I would know what
to expect.
God’s antidote to fear is not
what I would choose. In Isaiah
41:10, he tells Israel, “So do not
fear, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God. I

will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” God’s answer
to fear is not that he will provide
us with our desirable outcome;
he doesn’t even provide us with
the knowledge of the outcome.
Instead, his promise is that he
will be with us through our
fear. His presence is our comfort. Whatever outcome, he will
strengthen and uphold us with
his righteous hand. His antidote
is not to take away the unknown,
but to be with us through the
unknown.

Whatever you, dear reader,
are fearful of, I encourage you
to find comfort in the God who
is there. He is in control, and
is ordering your circumstances
for your good and His glory.
This does not mean that all will
be clear and that you will never
suffer hurt or pain, but it does
mean that the God who suffered the ultimate pain to bring
you to Himself is with you. He
will never leave or forsake you.
And his abiding presence is the
only antidote to your fear, today,
tomorrow, forever.

The antidote to fear
by Greg Steele

We are fearful creatures. There is
always something new for us to
be afraid of. Will I get the summer internship I want so badly?
Will that guy or girl reject me
if I ever work up the courage
to ask him or her out? Will my
grandmother survive her battle
with cancer? Will my cousin and
his wife work out their marriage
troubles or really go through
with a divorce? Questions like
these pulsate through our minds,
often paralyzing us with fear and
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Rand Paul: A new face for republicans

NYPost.com

by Stephen McKerihan

Almost any political analyst
would agree that the GOP is in
need of a new face for the party.
The statistics show republicans
hurting in almost every demographic, including women, young
people, and particularly Hispanic
people, creating a panic within
the party. Their embarrassing
loss in the 2012 election came
as a blow to the party’s pride
and confidence, which has led
them to look towards the 2016
election with apprehension. But
in the past few weeks, a senator by the name of Rand Paul
has arisen as a new warrior for

the conservative cause. He has
shown the foresight to shift on
issues that have hurt republicans in the past while remaining
true to his convictions, and is
prepared to lead his party in the
next election.
Rand Paul is the junior U.S.
Senator for Kentucky, and has
recently gained the spotlight for
his filibuster of Obama’s appointment of John Brennan as
the new CIA director. He spoke
for 13 hours, earning the respect
of people from both sides of the
aisle for his commitment and
beliefs, particularly his desire to
restrict drone use on American
soil. By being one of the first to

take a solid and vocal position
on the protection of the rights of
U.S. citizens, he has become increasingly popular among many
constitutional groups. As he confronts Obama’s foreign policy, he
helps to bring in the libertarian
vote that so many republicans
just can’t seem to attract.
Another of Rand Paul’s
strengths is his position on immigration. In the 2012 election,
the Republicans’ Latino support had dropped all the way to
27 percent from the 44 percent
Bush carried in 2004. A restructuring of the GOP’s position on
immigration is vital to their survival, particularly since Hispanics

now make up over 10 percent
of the electorate. Paul believes
that “Prudence, compassion, and
thrift all point us toward the
same goal: bringing these workers out of the shadows and into
becoming and being taxpaying
members of society.” He believes
that much can be gained from
allowing working immigrants
to become citizens. This initiative will go a long way to help
Republicans recover lost ground
within this demographic.
It been quite some time since a
true conservative has actually had
a chance at the White House,
but the time has finally arrived.
The question still remains: Will

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Greg Steele at greg.steele@covenant.edu

Republicans jump on board?
Obviously the election is quite
some time away, but it’s never
too early to begin preparing,
and Rand Paul understands that
better than most people. Through
his positions and actions, one can
tell that he is a man of conviction and integrity. When these
characteristics are combined
with a charismatic personality
and logical arguments, there is
a strong likelihood for success.
The 2016 election is a looming
prospect, and the Republicans
finally have a player stepping up
to the plate.

Sports: 8

The Bagpipe

Vol. 59.24

LifeKraze
Southeast
Spikeball
Championships
Come one, come all, to
probably the biggest
Spikeball tournament
on the planet! Winners
will receive $250+ in
gift cards from Rock/
Creek, Fast Break Sports,
Community Pie, and
Clumpies Ice Cream. All
proceeds benefit DonorsChoose.org & the
Engel Foundation!

NHDesigns.com

The Cardinals victorious in Atlanta
by Peter Wilkerson

The NCAA Division I men’s
basketball tournament—aka “The
Big Dance”—is 31/2 weeks of some
of the most exciting basketball you
will ever see. This college season
the tournament was supposed to
be one of the more unpredictable and exciting tournaments
and it did not disappoint. March
madness was full of buzzer beaters
and upsets galore. From “Dunk
City” to a 2-3 zone, the tournament captivated the nation. The
culmination of the tournament
is the “Final Four.” This year the
Louisville Cardinals, Syracuse
Orange, Michigan Wolverines

and the Wichita State Shockers
headed to Atlanta as the final four
teams standing.
Both semifinal games were
down-to-the-wire classics. The
first game pitted the number one
overall seed (the Louisville Cardinals) against the upstart Shockers
of Wichita State. The Shockers led
for most of the game and with 10
minutes left in the game were up
by 12. It seemed that once again
they would knock off a shoe-in
team. Then just as had happened
so many times during the season,
Louisville went off in the final
ten minutes of the game to pull
out the come behind victory. The
second game was between Michigan and Syracuse. Once again the

game would go down to the wire,
but the Wolverines of Michigan
would come out the winner.
The championship game
between Louisville and Michigan
will go down as one of the best
championship games of all time.
Michigan pulled out to a 12 point
lead thanks to their hot shooting
and the heroics of the relatively
unknown Spike Albrecht. Then
one of the most ridiculous shooting performances I have ever
seen happened. Luke Hancock of
Louisville hit four monster 3’s in a
row to bring Louisville within one
at the half. The second half was a
back and forth affair for most of
the game, but with six minutes
left the Cardinals gained a lead

that they would not relinquish.
Louisville would go on to win the
game 82-76. The game had several
marks of significance. It would be
the second national title in a row
for the bluegrass state as Kentucky
won the previous year. It also made
Rick Pitino (Louisville’s Coach)
the first coach to win national
titles with different schools.
As the postgame ceremonies concluded and One Shining Moment
was played one more time, one
couldn’t help but feel that it was
a satisfactory conclusion to a successful season of college basketball.
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What: Probably
the biggest Spikeball
tournament on the planet
When: Sunday, April
14th at 1:00 p.m.
Where: Historic Engel
Stadium, Chattanooga
(Corner of 3rd & O’Neal)
Cost: $10 per
team--Guys, Girls, Co-ed
Divisions
Register your
team:
chattanoogaspikeball.com

