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AEI visit

by Mary Grace Stocker

by Bethany Daniels

The former Bijou Theater in
downtown Chattanooga is
scheduled to open as “The
Block” in early October. The
new development will add to
the downtown skyline and host
a Rock/Creek Outfitters store,
the Chattanooga Visitors Center
and High Point Climbing and
Fitness—a climbing gym with
both indoor and outdoor walls.
Ever since the Bijou Theater
closed in 2009, downtown planners have eyed a variety of different tenants to fill the space. The
Block, announced on Oct. 4, is
believed to be the next catalytic
project for downtown. Not only
will The Block be an iconic element to the downtown skyline,
but it will also add an interactive
entertainment element as visitors
and residents enjoy downtown
dining, movies, and other attractions. The authentic project
will contribute to the vibrancy
of downtown and speak to the
Chattanooga experience and its
creative entrepreneurship.
The Block will house a 4,377
sq. foot Rock/Creek store, their
fourth store in the city. The most
exciting element is High Point
Climbing and Fitness, whose
main feature will be the exterior
climbing element on the buildContinued on page 2News

Is capitalism truly moral? How do
Christians connect faith with the
free enterprise system of today’s
economy? These questions, among
others, were some that Covenant
alum Josh Good (‘98) raised during the “Values & Capitalism on
Campus” event sponsored by the
American Enterprise Institute
(AEI).
“It’s about reconnecting values
and capitalism and linking together faith, biblical yearning for
justice, and the value of civil society and economic freedom, which
can lift millions out of poverty,”
Good said in his lecture.
Good opened the evening summarizing some current thoughts
on free enterprise. He challenged
Covenant students to work
creatively in civil society settings,
rather than remaining in a “social
safety hammock” in opposition to
a biblical worldview of work ethic
and personal responsibility.
“Josh made some thoughtprovoking comments about our
government’s approach to the
economy and capitalism. It’s nice
to hear from alumni who are trying to make a difference in our
government,” said alumnus Mitch
Prentis.
Professor of History Dr. Richard Follett then gave an overview
Continued on page 3News
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Break on Impact students in London

Spring Break On Impact
by B. Daniels & E. Davis

This spring break, Covenant organized three short-term mission
trips to London, Clarkston, GA,
and Yakama Indian Reservation,
WA. Thirty-one Covenant students
participated in a variety of ministry
opportunities, and were eager to
share their experiences.
London
Covenant’s RUF minister Ron
Brown and Dr. Henry Krabbendam took 13 Covenant students to
London to minister and evangelize

to immigrants from the Middle East
and South Asia. The students lived
and worked in Southall, a London
district, with a World Harvest Mission church plant, New Life Masih
Ghar (“Messiah House”).
“If you took a town out of
northern India and dropped it into
London, that would be Southall,”
said junior Lily Davis. “I knew we
were going to be working with
South Asians, but I guess I was still
expecting Southall to be a lot more
‘British’ than it was.”
“In some ways, London provides a
launching pad for the Gospel in parts

of the world like Pakistan, where it
would be very difficult for us to go
evangelize,” said junior Bryan Zumbach. “Each year, thousands of Asians
come to England to visit family and
thousands of immigrants go home to
see family. By working in a neighborhood like Southall, we can plant
seeds that could eventually sprout in
soil that we are unable to reach now.”
The mornings began with lectures
on Islam, Sikhism, and Hinduism,
and evangelism courses given by
Dr. Krabbendam. Throughout the
week, the team also toured a Hindu
temple, a mosque, and a Sikh temple
Continued on page 2News
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in order to better understand the
religions they would be interacting with. Many of the afternoons
were spent doing street evangelism,
handing out tracts and talking with
passersby. The final day, the students
were split into pairs and sent to do
door-to-door evangelism.
“The door-to-door evangelism was,
for me, the most challenging part of
the trip,” said junior Bryan Zumbach.
“I had to constantly remind myself of
one of Dr. K’s famous sayings: ‘There
are no comfort zones, only Jesus. He is
your only comfort zone.’”
“It was pretty terrifying at first
since we were expected to accept
invitations into strangers’ houses and
eat any food they offered us,” said
senior Lindsay Hoffman. “However,
once my group became engaged
in a theological discussion with a
Muslim man, all my fears subsided.
It was really encouraging to see how
the Lord gave us the right verses and
words to say, and to see how responsive the man was in return.”
Aside from direct evangelism, the
team also reached out in other ways,

The Block
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ing. O’Brien, co-owner of High
Point Climbing and Fitness,
plans to have 25,000 square
feet of climbing space, which
will make it one of the largest
climbing gyms in the country.
He hopes to cater not only to
Chattanooga’s regular climbers,
but also to tourists and first-time
climbers.
The space will include a
5,000-square-foot bouldering
room and an iconic climbing
wall, which will give downtown
visitors the ability to watch
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from serving food at a homeless
shelter to singing songs on the street.
“My eyes were opened to my own
ignorance in sharing my faith with
those of other religions,” said Zumbach. “This trip experience is, in Dr.
K’s words, ‘a pressure cooker’ for you
to discover your spiritual gifts.”
Clarkston, GA
Eight Covenant students, along
with Dr. Sandy Shaw and Assistant Resident Directors Hannah
Brown and Jessica Chen, went to
Clarkston, GA, the hub for political refugees in the United States.
The team first participated in the
Walk in My Shoes program, which
simulates the experience of political refugees. That meant living in
small quarters with one shower for
several days. They also volunteered
with World Relief, which works
mostly through relational ministry.
A political refugee is one whose
life is threatened due to warfare
or political strife within his or her
country. Once a refugee has refugee
status, he or she can be relocated into
refugee camps, and then apply to be
relocated to a safe country.
“I loved meeting the children of the
refugees,” said junior Joanne Alfred.

“As a first generation American and
the daughter of immigrants, part of me
relates with being between two worlds.
However, it was startling to hear their
stories of life in refugee camps. They are
half my age and have endured physical
and psychological trauma most Americans will never encounter.”
The United States accepts more
refugees than all the other countries
combined. Many refugees have left
affluent and educated backgrounds to
work in janitorial and lowly work because they cannot speak the language.
“Seeing the circumstances the refugees have been through, the sudden
changes they must face, I know more
fully that anything is possible with
God,” said Alfred. “We heard the testimony of a woman who survived the
Hutu-Tutsi conflict in Rwanda, and it
was amazing how at each crucial moment, when all hope seemed lost, God
delivered, consistently and persistently.
He wants to show us his glory.”
Though the team feels that a
week with the refugees was not long
enough, they see the blessings in the
lives of the refugees.
“It’s easy to pass a judgment or
default to a stereotype when we meet
others, but when we take a moment

to ask thoughtful questions and listen, we can learn so much,” said Alfred. “The stories I heard during this
mission trip were terrifying, and the
struggles they have are continually
plaguing them. But I now know that
the call to walk alongside another
person, even just for a week, or a day,
or a few minutes, is a high calling.”
Yakama
Ten Covenant students, along with
Dr. Brandon Kreuze and Admissions
Representative Amy Smith, went out
to the Yakama Indian Reservation in
Washington State to work with Sacred Road Ministries. The team spent
their mornings building a foundation for a church building and their
afternoons helping Sacred Road with
Kids Club, an after-school program
for the Yakama children. The team
played with the children, performed
skits, and shared Bible lessons.
“Kids Club is one of the only
times these kids get healthy interaction from adults and get to hear the
Bible,” said junior Wesley Durgin, a
member of the team.
Yakama adult presence at Sacred
Road was nearly non-existent, as
most would not even come to church
with their children. Sixty-five percent

of middle school students drop out
before reaching high school in the
Yakama Nation, so it is evident that
many of these children need attention.
“The hardest thing was seeing the
visible brokenness in the families,
the Nation, and in specific children,”
said Durgin. “I’ve never experienced
anything like that. Seeing how much
people really needed Christ, as well
as physical and financial help.”
“I think that even though the whole
week we were doing a lot of physical
labor, the most difficult thing for me
was leaving,” said freshman Felipe
Barrero. “Once you’re there seeing
God work through all these people,
you can’t do anything but want to be a
part of it and you don’t want to leave.”
“I had head knowledge about
poverty, and I’ve been on other trips
like this, but everything was manicured there,” said Durgin. “Here, the
brokenness was so evident. It’s given
me a better heart and an impetus to
serve. Chris Granberry (the Sacred
Road director) always said how
silly it is that today, society thinks
you can’t do anything meaningful
with your life until after college. I’ve
realized I have the capability to do
meaningful things now.”

climbers going up the 50 feet
climbing façade. This façade,
measuring 12,400 sq. feet, will
not only be a functional climbing
piece of 6,800 sq. feet but also a
piece of public art that can be lit
at night and enjoyed by all. High
Point Climbing and Fitness
services will include equipment
rental, lessons and coaching,
youth programs, special group
programs, competitions, cardiovascular and weight training
equipment, yoga classes, massage therapy, locker room and
shower facilities, plus a pro shop
for gear purchase. The Block will
also have two additional spaces,

1,876 sq. feet of retail space
facing Broad Street and 3,144
sq. feet at 3rd and Chestnut, to
lease. The goal is to lease to businesses that fit the retail/outdoor
concept, maybe a restaurant or
another retail store.
The original plan to open The
Block this summer has been
pushed back to early October due to some delays on the
climbing wall pit. The project
cost now exceeds $5 million, said
Jim Williamson, vice president
of planning and development
at River City Company, which
is putting $2.5 million into the
project. Planners initially esti-

mated the renovation would cost
$4 million.
“Costs have escalated, but the
size of the gym has gotten bigger
and the quality we’re putting in is
better,” said John O’Brien, High
Point Climbing and Fitness coowner. “I think it’s something the
city will be proud of when they
see the finished product. We’re
not cutting costs. And in the end
it will be worth it.”
Kim White, president and
CEO of River City Company,
said, “We’re excited about The
Block’s development and the
positive impact it will bring to
our city and to students. It puts

an exclamation point on our
city’s growing reputation as a
world-class outdoor community. The space will be another
option for students, visitors and
residents to enjoy. The number
of people who move to Chattanooga in order to take advantage
of our outdoor environment is
amazing, and yet many have
never experienced our city in
that way. So for those who have
never experienced rock climbing or bouldering, The Block will
give them a safe way to learn and
try...and who knows, they may
fall in love with our city in an
entirely new way.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Let me sing a song about why we should all become communists!”
- Prof. Slavovsky (on playwright Bertolt Brecht)
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The Verdict
Yes... Google was
joking.
No... North Korea
wasn’t.
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of free enterprise and its interaction with the state throughout
world history.
“[For example,] the British
called it smuggling. Americans
called it free trade,” Follett remarked in his lecture.
“Free enterprise holds the seeds
for doing great good in the world.
Wilberforce Scholarships only
happen when people give. Niedlov’s can only start when someone
invests in it. Giving money to
causes you believe in, whether it’s
the Chalmers Center or World
Vision, only happens when you
have capital to invest,” said Good.

News: 3

Good is the project manager for
the Values & Capitalism initiative at AEI. The project explores
the moral and material nature of a
market economy and believes the
free enterprise system rests upon
traditional American values and
creates wealth.
“This is my favorite job yet. It
involves economics, foreign policy
and polling. Working in a think
tank means working with lots of
bright people. There is a wonderful spirit of intellectual freedom,
rather than feeling the need to ‘toe
the line.’ It’s a great thing to have a
project you believe in,” said Good.
With a focus specifically on college students, the project partners
with Christian colleges all over

the country. The project include
a website, a blog, podcasts, and
events held on college campuses to
create an open forum for discussion about faith and free enterprise.
“I still believe that government
should cultivate a limited hand-up
for people. But it’s the idea of a
safety net versus a safety hammock,” said Good.
Good explained that part of the
project is also to encourage dreaming for young entrepreneurs. With
graduation approaching, Good
offered a thought about post-grad
plans for students.
“It’s a good idea, in general,
to go work for a while after you
graduate in order to interact with

free enterprise system.”
Reflecting on his undergrad
experience, Good said, “My education and the biblical worldview
cultivated in me at Covenant
helped me get back up after a very
disappointing job experience. It
helped me deal with failure. I am
becoming convinced that failure is
a part of life, and that big failures
are really important for growth.”
“So many Covenant alumni
have been involved in entrepreneurial endeavors after college
so it was interesting to hear from
someone working in the unique
facet of business and free enterprise world,” said senior Grace
Humbles.

of running a bootcamp for her
students.
“I saw results doing this [type of
preparation] as a teacher and now
hope too as a whole school,” said Sorrells. “As a teacher I learned to develop
a culture and climate for learning.”
Tymia Carnes, a seventh grader
at Orchard Knob, said, “Everything
that we are doing here is like what
we do in class, but it’s more fun to
be somewhere special like this.”
Carnes sees this as a good way to
prepare for the TCAP and is less
nervous to take the test this year
because she feels more prepared
through efforts like Bootcamp.
“If we learn outside of the
classroom, me and my peers get a
better understanding,” she said.
Principal Sorrells believes “students
want to learn like this everyday.”
Ethan Evans is in his second
year teaching at Orchard Knob and
thinks that Bootcamp is a great
way to help students prepare. He
enjoys being out of the classroom
with his students and helping them
learn in a different environment.
“Kids are more focused and I get
to be a game show host,” he said.
Sorrells thinks that innovation is
needed when it comes to education, and that it helps students be
more interested in class and keeps
them coming each day.
“The kids deserve dynamic

learning, especially in urban
schools,” said Sorrells.
Orchard Knob works hard to
make sure that their curriculum
correlates with state standards so
that they are teaching the material
that is expected by the state and
tested for on the TCAP.
“This allows students to be prepared for the test, while also providing the students with the information that will go with them for the
rest of their lives,” Sorrells said. “We
are creating quality citizens and not
just TCAP test passers.”
Carnes said that people skip school
because it’s boring, “but things like
this help us want to go to school.”
The numbers are proving this at
Orchard Knob. Last year the average attendance was 87-89 percent
and this year the school has increased to a 95 percent attendance
rate. Sorrells accredits this increase
to kids wanting to come to school.
Orchard Knob has seen an
increase in their mean score on
the national ACT Explore test
over the past couple years and the
number of disciplinary cases has
dropped from 178 per month last
year to an average of 10 per month
this school year.
“You walk in our school and you
may hear noise, but it is constructive noise,” Sorrells said.
Many in the community helped

Bootcamp happen, said Shawanna
Kendrick, who is the family partnership specialist at Orchard Knob.
“It took one phone call with the
Chattanoogan for them to donate three
ballrooms for us to use,” Kendrick said.
Kendrick believes that the minimal
costs and community support make
Bootcamp even more of a success.
Several UTC students with
GEAR UP, a national project
designed to help low-income
students succeed in school, volunteered their time to help facilitate
activities and offer crowd control.
Danysha McShay, a freshman at
UTC, said that she helps because “I
know how stressful testing can be. I get
the pressure [these kids] are under.”
Students will be evaluating
Bootcamp next week and TCAP
test scores will be a factor in determining if this becomes an annual
event for Orchard Knob.
“I am excited for the potential
to grow this Bootcamp, and even
host it for multiple schools at
the same time,” said Sorrells. She
expects to see a noticeable increase
in test scores this year.
Carnes enjoyed being in the
Chattanoogan for the first time
and said, “It’s really pretty in here
and I am trying to keep it clean
because I really want to come
back next year. I am honored to be
here.”
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Orchard Knob students playing
a game of “Jeopardy!” hosted by
a teacher in camouflage pants is
becoming more common for the
middle school.
“We are doing school differently,” Principal Crystal Sorrells said.
Orchard Knob’s Tennessee
Comprehensive Assessment Program (TCAP) Bootcamp is one of
the innovative things the school is
trying. Bootcamp ran Wednesday
through Friday, and during these
days students answered questions
about forms of government, photosynthesis, and Isaac Newton’s
first law of inertia in a place other
than their traditional classrooms.
At Bootcamp students rotated
between ballrooms in the Chattanoogan.
Teachers were dressed for the
occasion in camo and students
spent an entire school day with
their grade reviewing for the
TCAP. Projectors and iPads filled
the rooms, along with bingo boards
and maps of the world, as students
answered questions similar to those
that will be on their standardized
TCAP exam in April.
Sorrells is in her second year at
Orchard Knob and was formerly a
math teacher in Charlotte, N.C.,
where she developed the idea

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.
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James Blake’s “Retrograde” single
by John Drexler

Trough & Crest is a music blog
written and operated by Covenant
College senior John Drexler and
alumnus Colin Stayton. Both intentional and avid music listeners,
their 200-word, once-a-day commentaries on single songs maintain
the rigorous analysis of sites like the
A.V. Club or Pitchfork but read like
a late-night dorm-room discussion.
This review is of James Blake’s
single “Retrograde” off his upcoming album Overgrown. Be sure to
check out troughandcrest.com daily
for a unique and somewhat familiar perspective on some new and
interesting tracks.

“Retrograde” - James Blake
It seems impossible to describe
the brilliance of James Blake as
manifested in this masterpiece in
just 200 words. The silvery, rich
melody draws from gospel, R&B,
and that uniquely-James-Blake
earnestness, or perhaps humanness, that listeners have grown
accustomed to. As the title suggests, the structure of the song
is built around the concept of
retrograde: from the Latin, literally “to walk backwards.” Retrograde is an undoing of the norm,
and as a tool in musical theory
(which, based on Blake’s educational background, I’m forced
to assume he’s familiar with)

retrograde is a systematic reversal
of melody and form in the second half of a movement. Blake
warms up with gorgeous chords
and intertwined vocals, builds
to a post-dubstep, bass-driven
climax (as he tends to do), and
then breaks the track back down,
piece by piece, until all that’s left
is a man humming along with
his piano. While the concept isn’t
novel, its effect is profound. The
juxtaposition of the bravado he
brings to the track’s epoch to the
intimacy of the quiet moments
is simply thrilling. And he did
all that in just three and a half
minutes.

Josepvinaixa.com

The Lumineers: A simpler kind of folk music

The lumineers.com

by Katie Jenkins

If your only exposure to the
Lumineers is their overplayed
single “Ho Hey,” I would encourage you to take a second
look. While their self-titled

debut album may not have the
lyrical insight of the Avett
Brothers’ I and Love and You,
or the catchy, foot-stomping
sincerity of Mumford & Sons’
Sigh No More, the Lumineers
succeed with their simpler take

on the new popularity of folk
mutations and don’t overstretch
their abilities.
Songs like “Flowers in Your
Hair” and “Dead Sea” could
very well be a modern answer to classic folk songs like

“Black Jack Davey” or even “Big
Rock Candy Mountain.” The
songs are intrinsically singable, although occasionally lead
singer Wesley Schultz joins the
popular trend of growling his
words to the point of incomprehensibility, which makes a copy
of the lyrics helpful.
A common criticism of the
Lumineers and folk music in
general is that the songs are
too simple, even boring. I accept that compared to, perhaps,
Rachmaninov, a song like the
Lumineers’ “Morning Song”
could feel overly simplistic. But
in a world of Ke$has and Katy
Perrys, calling folk music out
for being too simplistic seems
absurd and arbitrary. Also, while
I do agree with the classification of the Lumineers as folk,
it isn’t one man and his banjo
that we’re dealing with. Instruments played by group members
include guitar, bass, drums,
piano, mandolin and cello, which
should offer plenty of variety
for your ears to enjoy. Influences
claimed by the group include
Bob Dylan, Sigur Ros, and Guns
‘n’ Roses—an odd pairing that

seems delightfully obvious by
the end of this album.
A standout song on The
Lumineers is the square-danceappropriate “Stubborn Love,”
which mixes a driving drum beat
and enough “ooohs” and “ahhhs”
to make you forget anything of
substance is being said with lyrics like “She’ll tear a hole in you,
the one you can’t repair / but I
still love her, I don’t really care /
[…]It’s better to feel pain than
nothing at all.” My favorite of
the eleven songs on the album,
though, is the conversational
bar song “Classy Girls,” which
relates a man’s attempt to get a
girl to go home with him. The
girl’s response: “Classy girls don’t
kiss in bars, you fool” may be my
favorite lyric from 2012.
While I don’t find their
music to be particularly moving
emotionally—none of the songs
are tearjerkers—there’s a barnraising good time to be had with
the Lumineers. And take it from
a girl who grew up on a farm in
New Hampshire: barn-raisings
and square dancing make for a
delightful afternoon.
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Flying solo in Guild Wars 2
by Walter Somerville

Today I tamed a polar bear, scaled a
crumbling sentry tower on a small
island, and dove to the bottom of
a lake where a group of friendly
aquatic mole-people had made
their home. Then I climbed out and
killed a monstrous worm in the
depths of a swamp. Guild Wars 2 is
simply packed with stories like this.
Not only is the main story impressive—especially for an MMO—but
the random events and expansive
exploration make each incident
feel unique and personal to your
character and the people fighting
alongside you.
I’ve spent most of my time in
GW2 flying solo, so it says a lot
about the game when I can say that
there were very few times when I
actually felt alone. This is mostly
due to GW2’s new questing system
(which is mostly brilliant), but even
smaller tasks, such as reaching a
precariously placed “vista” (spots
where you can view a small cut
scene, and worship the art directors for a bit, oh and get some tasty
experience points), or taking part
in any number of dynamic events
across the map, brings you face to
face with other players working
towards a common goal.
This is further emphasized
by GW2’s unique level-scaling
mechanic. Each zone has a specific
level cap, and if you exceed it your
stats are lowered, so that you are
playing on the same plane as
everyone else. This, I feel, is one of
the best examples of GW2’s design
direction. You simply cannot have
the upper hand on anyone “just
because.” Weapons and armor certainly help as you continue to push
into higher level content, but just
because you have the MagnificentGreat-sword-of-Killing-Everything
doesn’t meant that you can stomp
all over lower level content (though
it certainly makes things easier).
This means that you can go to
each race’s starter area and still

enjoy low-level content while also
improving your God-Tier character
with experience and “karma,” a sort
of secondary currency. The reason
that this system works is because
GW2 is not a game that is based on
epic-loot (though there is very epic
loot to be had); instead, players are
encouraged to focus on finding the
skills and traits that best complement each other. It is an
incredibly deep system
that requires a thoughtful
approach and quite a bit
of skill.
The combat in the
game falls somewhere
between traditional
auto-attack massively
multiplayer online games
(MMOs) like WoW and
more action role playing games (RPGs) like
Dragon Age II. Each
profession feels completely unique, with very
little crossover. Thieves
can stealth and teleport,
mesmers can create clones
of themselves, rangers can
tame wild animals, and
necromancers can wield
armies of the undead.
What is unique about
GW2’s combat is how
weapons are handled.
Each weapon brings with
it a set of skills (five for
two-handed weapons,
three for main-hand
weapons, and two for offhand weapons) that make
up the first half of the player’s skill
bar. The skills are all wildly different—for example, an ax-wielding
necromancer slashes at his foes
with ghastly claws, but when he
switches to a staff, he is given several malicious “marks,” which he can
place on the ground to cause status
effects, and a ghost hand projectile.
Every profession has this sort of
versatility, allowing each player to
bend the profession to how they
would like to play.

Guild Wars 2 doesn’t skimp on visuals either. Vast cities, rolling fields
of grass, seemingly endless oceans
(which you can dive into and
explore), and sinister caverns paint
the landscape. It is immediately obvious that GW2 has a fantastic art
team. Everywhere you go feels alive
and unique. A lot of my forward
motion in the game can be chalked

different—from the first two acts of
the story and several unique skills,
to animations and voice actors
(including Nolan North of Uncharted fame as the human male),
both gameplay and aesthetics are
influenced by your choice.
As I post this now, I have taken
three characters to level 30, and
several to at least level 15. My

honest, as a non-MMO gamer, it’s
pretty overwhelming. Not only is
there the rest of the story, but Guild
Wars 2 packs an active player vs.
player (PVP) mode, and a gargantuan battle of world vs. world vs.
world, where thousands of players from different servers clash on
massive battlefields. But despite
what I haven’t seen, what I have

Curse.com

up to simply wanting to see something beautiful. There is a constant
stream of spectacles that will make
you just stand back agape.
Characters exhibit the same
attention to detail and beauty as
the landscape. The humans all look
like models, the Char are fearsome
and imposing, the Asura are quirky
and cute, and the newest addition
to Guild Wars—the Sylvari—are
mysterious and wreathed in leafy
splendor. Not only do they look

willingness to replay an area three
or four times is a great testament
to how fun this game is. Dynamic events constantly offer new
experiences, and the team at Anet
have promised to release regular
(perhaps even monthly) content
patches, in addition to the standard
balance tweaks. But even though I
have been playing on and off for a
month, I have yet to even reach the
halfway point (the level cap is 80).
There is so much content, and to be

has been undeniably impressive.
Guild Wars 2 is still an MMO, and
the grind that plagues other games
of the same type still rears its head
every so often, but the steps it takes
to make it bearable and even fun
will undoubtedly influence future
MMOs. With no subscription fee,
if you have even a passing interest in MMOs or RPGs, I would
strongly encourage you to pick up
Guild Wars 2, and get lost in its
fantastic world.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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Let’s talk race
by Wilson Ricketts

While I disagree with the overall
direction of Ms. Malone’s piece
about race in last week’s Bagpipe,
she touched on a good point.
Too many times I’ve encountered
the very issue she addressed—
a self-conscious fixation on
race that ends up miring us in
disagreements and accusations
and affording no real progress.
Tragic events like the shooting
of Trayvon Martin last February illustrate how the effusion of
bitterness and self-righteousness
often accompanying racial incidents tend to exacerbate such
situations. Nothing productive
is accomplished and things end
up being worse than they would
have been if everyone had just
kept their mouths shut. However,
while I acknowledge that this is
a real danger, I’m afraid that her
proposed solution simply isn’t
adequate. The Church cannot afford to remain silent about race.
Ms. Malone was absolutely
right to point out that we are
called to love all people, regardless of race or culture. However,
doing that is a bit trickier than

it sounds. The people that we
are called to love have contexts
and stories that have shaped
them and their understanding
of the world—and that’s where
the issue of race enters the
picture. To truly love a person, it
is impossible to ignore the pain
that dominates their past. The
history of race relations in the
United States is full of hatred,
injustice, and pain that is far too
real. Overlooking this reality
would be convenient, but unfortunately it would render our love
towards those who have been
wronged woefully incomplete.
Jesus did not love people in the
abstract. He entered into their
lives and dealt directly with their
pain. We need to do the same,
even if it means talking about
the shameful muck of our own
messy racial history.
Furthermore, unless we talk
about race issues we’ll be in
danger of falling into the sin of
racism ourselves. Part of what
makes racism such an insidious evil is that it has a way of
working itself into systems and
influencing the very structure
of societies. Unless we make a

conscious effort to
interrogate ourselves and examine
the world around
us, we will play
an implicit role
in sustaining the
structural racism
of our society—
“conforming to the
patterns” rather
than “being transformed” by the gospel. It is a bit
naive to assume we will be immune to the effects of these ingrained cultural patterns simply
because we are striving to love
everyone. Unless we discuss race
we won’t be aware of the way
that systemic prejudice automatically affords some of us privileges and others of us distinct
disadvantages simply because of
our skin color—often in incredibly subtle ways. For example,
for all the white readers of this
article: when was the last time
you worried about being able to
find a band-aid that matched
your skin tone? We need to be
humble and admit that in our
fallenness we are susceptible to
unthinkingly participating in

systemic injustices that are far
more significant than the color
of bandages.
Finally, the authors of Scripture, particularly the apostle
Paul, are very forthright in
addressing issues of race and
ethnicity. I don’t think we should
do any differently. In Paul’s letters, one of his enduring themes
is the revelation of “the mystery
of the gospel”—that salvation in
Jesus is for all people and that
the covenant story is expanded
to include Gentiles as well as
Jews. As Paul writes in Colossians 3: “Here there is not Greek
and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian,
slave, free; but Christ is all and
in all.” The reason Paul spends

so much time talking about Jew
and Gentile issues isn’t to say
that because of Christ all the
historical animosity between the
two groups immediately vanishes. On the contrary, it serves
as an example of the gospel’s
power to confront pain and hostility and initiate a transformation that could only be possible
through divine interposition.
So that’s why I think we
can’t avoid talking about race.
It is difficult and unpleasant.
We must guard against selfrighteousness when discussing it.
But those aren’t good reasons to
keep quiet. So let’s continue the
discussion and pray that God
grants us words of grace.

I would like for those who go,
or went, on a STM to examine
themselves and the mindset they
have or had when they went.
As the son of missionaries, I
have seen teams come to Zambia
and Kenya with the mindset that
the only reason they are there is
to give, give, and give some more.
This is and can be very destructive not only to those who are
on the team but also to the
people the team interacts with.
This mindset not only enforces
that the idea that the team has
everything to give and teaches

them that there is nothing to
be received, but it also teaches
those who are from the host
country that they themselves
have nothing to give and have to
be dependent on Westerners to
fulfill their needs.
A South African pastor in
Indianapolis takes teams on
STMs to South Africa. Before
the team leaves, he makes each
and every member sign a contract
that, while they are on the trip,
they will not fix anything. They
are to fix nothing, no light bulb,
door handle, or meal. If anyone

is found to have fixed something,
they are put on a plane and sent
back to the U.S. Why so drastic? It changes the mindset of
both those on the team and the
South Africans. It shows the
team members that if they aren’t
there to fix (give of their services),
they are there to receive. It also
teaches the South Africans that
the team interacts with that they
have something to give and don’t
become dependent on the team.
This is the mindset that I believe
is the one that should be held
when a team goes on a STM. The

mindset that, yes, we do have so
much to give in the gospel, but
there is so much to be received;
friends, new ideas about worship,
and different ways God works.
Do you still talk to those who
you met in the host country?
Would you call anyone from your
host country a friend? What did
you receive while you were there?
Were you giving the whole time?
Did you leave yourself anytime
to see that there was something
to receive? These are questions
you should consider when evaluating your STM experiences.
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Change of mindset
by Ian Meredith

Before anyone tries to write a
response article to this one, know
that this is my opinion based
upon my experiences. You are
entitled to your opinion and I
am entitled to mine.
Short-term mission trips
(STMs) are a great thing to do
and I am all for them and support those who go on short-term
mission trips. They are a great way
to get out of our comfort zone
and interact with people who are
from different cultures. However,
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Living as an adopted child
by Annie Sostok

I’d like to build on what Sam
Davis wrote in “Grace Through
Our Adoption” from the perspective of an adopted child’s view
on life. Once, my youth pastor
once tried explaining the family
of God to a group of middle and
high school students by using
the illustrations of islands. Each
person in the world lives on his
or her own little island with
no access to anything real and
sustaining except for whatever
washes up on the beach. However, Jesus comes to the islands
and offers to save the people and
bring them into God’s family.
It’s a family made up of islanders
from all over the world. It’s the
same idea with adoption. Adopted kids—from around the world
or here in Chattanooga—are like
the people on the islands. We

are on our own for a time, inside
our biological mother’s wombs
without any way to act or say our
piece about our lives. But Jesus
comes and delivers us to families
that God has orchestrated to be
our own.
The best thing is that this is
how God wants us to—vulnerable to a point where all we can
do is be like an adopted child.
Filled with the hope and trust
that God is holding us in the
palm of His hands and has the
best plan for us. Ephesians 1:4-6
states that “[ Jesus] chose us in
him before the foundation of
the world, that we should be
holy and blameless before him.
In love he predestined us for
adoption through Jesus Christ
according to the purpose of his
will, to praise his glorious grace.”
I’m not saying that all married
couples should go out and start

the adoption process because
it will show God’s loves all his
people. I simply pray that people
realize they may be called to
adoption and answer that call. I
know there may be underlying
fear that the child may or may
not fit in with your plans of a
family, but the moment you open
your heart to the possibility of
love for the baby, child, or even
teenager you realize something
life changing: this is your child.
God has specifically picked out
and planned for you to have
this child to call your own, just
as He calls us His own. For me,
whenever I get a hug from my
mom or dad I don’t think, “These
are not my biological parents.
They are just housing me and
putting me through college.” I
think about how much they have
been there for me throughout my
life, prayed over me, talked with
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me, and loved me—they are my
parents. My mom has told me
that it wasn’t a mistake that they
couldn’t get pregnant with their
own child. God had a plan and
that plan was me.
I realize that adoption may be
daunting and scary because it

calls for a lot of uncertainty and
trust in God. Allow me to say,
speaking as an adopted child,
that this love is the best—because it was chosen to be given.
Just like Jesus chose to love you.

Short-term missions trips
by Matias Cuba

For the most part, I’ve lived in
countries where poverty is an active aspect of everyday life. What
is more obvious is that many of
the countries marked by extreme
poverty and suffering are also in
need of the Gospel of God. In
response, Christians all over the
world, but especially here in the
United States, invest millions
of dollars annually in order to
providing help to people affected
by poverty and spiritual blindness
in developing countries. I could
not be more grateful for this. I
couldn’t be more grateful because
I’ve come to the sad realization that, although I am truly
concerned with the physical and
spiritual well-being of people in
countries like my own, I tend to
live a life that is ultimately indifferent towards the suffering of
these people. To know that there
are others who are also concerned

with sending help to the less
fortunate in countries like my
own brings me joy. A “thank you”
would understate the gratitude
that I feel towards those who are
willing to sacrifice their time, resources, and personal comfort just
to help others in need—usually
for people they have never met.
Despite this, I also feel in the
need to point out that not all
attempts to help and evangelize
people in developing countries
are as efficient as one may think.
Personally, I believe that shortterm mission trips are one of the
least efficient. Although I myself
have participated in several of
these short-term missions, I’ve
come to see them as unnecessarily expensive trips that, at best,
may involve some volunteering
along the way. I believe that the
main problem with short-term
mission trips lie in its low costeffectiveness. Let’s say you and
nine other people decide to go on

a short-term mission trip to Brazil for a week. Each one of your
plane tickets costs 1,000 dollars,
making a total of 10,000 dollars
spent on getting to Brazil alone.
In addition, out of the seven days
that you’ll be there, you are going
to spend on day settling in the
hotel and another day packing
your belonging and souvenirs and
getting back to the airport. You
are left with five days to impact
those around you as much as
possible. In other words, you and
your friends have invested 10,000
dollars (at the very least) for five
days. Now, even if we were to assume that you spend the entirety
of the next five days evangelizing
as many people as possible, I still
think it would be counterintuitive to say that five days will be
enough to make a change, much
less to say that the 10,000 dollars
you spent on the trip were better
used than if you would have given
them to support the work of the
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full-time missionary that was sent
by your church.
Not that I think there is anything wrong with young people
going abroad to do “missionary
work” for a week—I just think
that there are literally thousands
of better options on how you
can be more effective with that
money. I hope that next time
you are considering going on
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a short-term mission trip that
looks more like a vacation rather
than an opportunity to be selfless,
you’ll realize that there are better
ways that time and money can be
spent. I encourage you to do some
research and find real missionaries and ministries that could
use those resources for a more
long-lasting impact in the lives of
those who need.
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Ten reasons to follow Scots baseball
by Peter Wilkerson

As the weather becomes warmer
and school seems to become less
important, the smell of baseball fills the air. Major League
Baseball Opening Day was this
past Sunday, signaling the beginning of the MLB season, but the
Covenant College team has been
playing baseball since February.
This might have gone unnoticed
by many, because who wants to
go watch a game when it’s 30
degrees and cloudy outside? Now
that the weather is nice, we no
longer have any excuses to not
watch the Scots play.
Here are 10 reasons why you

should go to MULTIPLE Scots’
baseball games this year:

and two strikes, drilled a threerun homer to win the game.

1. It’s going to be FREAKING
GORGEOUS outside.

4. They play an exciting style of
baseball. The Scots have stolen
83 bases on the year so far. This
places them in the top five in
all of Division III. Junior David
Lockwood and Sophomore Will
Cleland led the team with 12
and 13 steals, respectively. Coach
Rollins says it’s not only entertaining to watch, but “it’s fun to
watch the opposing coach yell
obscenities at his team that we’re
going to steal and we still get it.”

2. The Scots are 18-5, marking
the best start in program history,
and the Scots are on pace to
win more games than the men’s
soccer and basketball teams
combined.
3. They win close games. The
Scots have already had two walkoff wins on the year, including
most recently a thriller against
Emory University when freshman Perry Rigby, with two outs

5. The Scots have an astonishing array of young talent, with only four

upperclassmen who see significant
playing time. Freshman Perry
Rigby is a D1 transfer. Sophomore
Scott Gillespie leads the team in almost every hitting category. Almost
the entire pitching staff consists
of freshmen and sophomores. The
Scots are high on talent that will be
in place for a while.
6. They beat the teams that
matter. The Covenant Scots are
4-1 in games against Emory,
Berry, and Piedmont with at
least one win against each.
7. Junior David Lockwood and
Sophomore Scott Gillespie are
on fire right now. Lockwood
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is hitting .410 on the year, and
Scott is hitting a solid .430.
They have also both stolen 12
bases and have over 20 RBIs.
8. You’re an American (well, most
of you) and Americans watch
baseball in the month of April.
9. Because March Madness is
almost over.
10. The Scots Baseball team has
a total of seven home games left
in the year, giving you plenty of
opportunities to see them. Their
next home game is on Friday,
April 5, at 4 p.m. against Tennessee Temple.

