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Chatt
shootings

Online
education
by Grace Humbles

by Kendi Anderson

Chattanooga endured four separate shootings while Covenant
College students were on spring
break. One shooting was fatal
and three other victims sustained
non-life threatening injuries.
Lamunta Williams, 16, a
sophomore at the Howard High
School was pronounced dead on
Tuesday, March 5. He was shot
directly inside the door of an
abandoned house at 2623 Carr
Street, which is located a few
blocks from Howard.
“Williams should have been
in school,” said Paul Smith, the
principal at Howard, to a WRCB
reporter.
Williams was shot several
times, including a shot to the
head, according to the Chattanooga police. Three witnesses
told police that they saw Courtney Birt, 18, shoot Williams.
Birt, a documented Bounty
Hunter Blood, was picked up a
few hours later.
On Tuesday Birt faced a
preliminary hearing before the
Hamilton County General Sessions Court with Judge Clarence
Shattuck. The courtroom was
Continued on page 3News

Covenant College

Sekola Pelita Harapan

Covenant in Indonesia
by Garrison Dale

This week the Covenant College board will discuss a proposal
to open a satellite education
program in Indonesia. The new
campus would offer a BA in
Early Childhood Education and
an MAT degree similar to the
undergraduate and graduate degrees offered here at Covenant.
“The connection in Indonesia
would be primarily for the purpose
of bringing a Covenant education
to Indonesia and Asia during a
time when Christian schools are

developing rapidly, and there is a
need for Christian teachers,” said
Vice President of Academic Affairs Dr. Jeff Hall. “The Lookout
Mountain campus would benefit
from an opportunity to connect in
various ways with Asian culture.”
The idea for an Indonesian
campus developed after James and
Aileen Riady first visited Covenant’s
campus in the fall of 2009. James
is the chairman of a major Indonesian business conglomerate called
the Lippo Group. After converting to Christianity in 1990, James
has invested millions of dollars in

the development of a Christian
education system in Indonesia.
He established the University of
Pelita Harapan (UPH), a Christian university outside Indonesia’s
capital city, Jakarta. Since becoming
involved in Christian education,
James and Aileen have developed
relationships with Christian schools
like Covenant to exchange students
and share ideas.
“To date, two Covenant graduates
have decided to teach full-time in
Indonesia, about a dozen Covenant
students have spent one month doing a summer internship in Jakarta,
Continued on page 2News

We increasingly rely on the
internet to send letters, read
books, buy cars, find homes, and
make friends. More recently,
the world wide web has become
a one-stop-shop for getting a
college degree. From Massive
Open Online Courses to hybrid
online-and-classroom learning,
online education enrollment has
continued growing faster than
traditional higher education
enrollment.
In January 2013 the Babson Survey Research Group, in partnership
with the College Board, published
a 10-year study of online education: “Changing Course: Ten Years
of Tracking Online Education in
the United States.”
Over the last 10 years, Babson
conducted national surveys of
thousands of institutions—both
online and traditional—to gauge
the effectiveness, acceptance, and
concerns with online education. A
course taught 80 percent online is
considered an online course and
typically includes no face-to-face
meetings.
Every year results showed online
enrollment growing at rates far greater than higher education as a whole.
Continued on page 3News
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Chattanooga library makes waves
by Mary Grace Stocker

Boom! 3D printing is in the
house! The Chattanooga Public
Library in partnership with the
CO.LAB is presenting the city’s
first 3D printing event, Maker
Day: Thinking in 3D, on Saturday, March 16 from 11 a.m. until
4 p.m. on The 4th Floor. People
of all ages and interest levels will
experience an explosion of 3D
technologies in action at this fun,
explorative event downtown.
The free event will showcase
the art and science of 3D printing, a rapidly developing technology, from an exciting array of
perspectives, including education, manufacturing, the visual
arts, and entrepreneurship.
Whether 3D printing is used
to create a prototype for an
original design or a cellphone
case, it is a powerful mechanism
that is quickly emerging into
mainstream technology.
“The Chattanooga Public
Library’s mission is to be the

Cov. in Indonesia
Continued from front page

and one Indonesian student has
attended Covenant,” said Chair of
the Education Department Dr. Jim
Drexler. “They have a strong commitment to the biblical philosophy
of Christian schooling that Covenant has, so it has been a strong
connection from the beginning.”
An ad hoc committee of faculty
members was formed to discuss
the possibility of a satellite campus.
The committee’s concerns included
the impact a satellite campus would
have of Covenant’s accreditation
status, the complication of mirror-

community’s catalyst for lifelong
learning. Events like Maker Day
help us bring the tools and technology that will be at the center
of jobs in the not-so-distant
future into the public realm right
now,” said Chattanooga Public Library Executive Director
Corinne Hill. “We look forward
to introducing more programs
and hands-on opportunities for
everyone to explore this exciting
technology at the library.”
3D printing is just one of the
many plans for The 4th Floor,
and the Library as a whole.
“We are trying to move the
library away from just being a
place for the consumption of
content to a place that is also
about the creation and sharing
of content,” said Nate Hill, Assistant Director for Technology
and Digital Initiatives at the
library. “While we want to do
all of those in this community
space on The 4th Floor, we also
want to seamlessly integrate it all
into the rest of our services and

branches. The 4th Floor is like
the laboratory where we prototype stuff.”
The Public Library has a
unique ability to draw in all sorts
of people.
“This is the cultural hub. That
is what the building is about,”
said Corinne Hill. “We are here
because of the community. We
want this to be the place where
people feel comfortable to come
to solve problems and resolve
questions.”
Corinne Hill took the position
as Executive Director March
2012. Since then, the library has
grown leaps and bounds in terms
of technological advancement.
“It has taken time and patience, but I am tenacious,” she
said.
The library has four floors. The
first floor is similar to a branch
library and will eventually have
a job resource center. The second
floor is tailored to youth, from
preschoolers to teenagers. The
third floor provides a vast array

of local history. The 4th Floor
has its own brand and is a “playground to try new things and
beta-test,” said Nate Hill.
The Chattanooga Public LIbrary is a place where all sorts of
people feel comfortable. The air
does not feel like an arts center
where one might be scared of
touching anything. Instead, it’s a
place where people go and touch
the books, sit and read in the
aisles and chairs, and find the
freedom to utilize outstanding

new technologies.
“In order to stay in the workplace, people need to be continually learning, thinking, and
developing new ideas. We want
to be a place where that can happen,” said Corinne Hill.
The library is the place to go.
Be sure to check out the following websites for more information on The 4th Floor and Maker
Day:
http://4thfloor.chattlibrary.org
http://chamakers.com

ing the Education Department’s
programs in a dissimilar culture, the
process of staffing the campus, the
rushed timetable, and the wisdom of
relying on a single donor.
The Education Department also
formed a committee to consider
the Indonesia proposal. Their main
concerns were the unanswered
questions of who would teach
at the satellite campus and how
that would affect the Education
Department staff on the Lookout
Mountain campus. They also questioned how Covenant intended to
collaborate with the already existing teaching program at UPH.
Both committees concluded

that the idea needs to more time
to develop, but the faculty is willing to continue considering the
satellite campus as a possibility.
Drexler drafted a response to
some of the faculties’ concerns. He
envisions current faculty members
helping interview potential teachers, assisting the new faculty members with curriculum and course
materials, and perhaps teaching at
the satellite campus.
Though members of the faculty
disagree on the seriousness of the
current impediments, conversations about the Indonesia campus
will continue until a more detailed
proposal is developed.

Students appear divided on the
possibility. Students who have
taught in Indonesia speak positively about the idea.
“I think the possibility of a
satellite campus in Indonesia
would provide a great opportunity
for building relationships among
those of us at Covenant and our
brothers and sisters in Indonesia,”
said junior education major Emily
McKeon. “I came away from my
time in Indonesia with the understanding that they have a strong
desire to impact the world for
Christ through education.”
Students with less history with
the Riady family appear more

hesitant.
“I think the vision is very valuable to promote long term cultural
exchange. However, a similar value
could be gotten from a semester long study abroad program
without losing some of the other
aspects of a Covenant liberal arts
education,” said senior english
major Beth Mixon. “To me, a semester or one year exchange seems
more realistic for anything in the
near future and will gain a greater
response from Covenant students.”
The Board of Trustees will be
discussing the proposal in their
meeting on Thursday.

Chamakers.com

Faculty Quote of the Week
“The rule is: Don’t publish till you’re 40 or you’ll probably have to take it all back anyway.”
- Dr. Davis on his reckless youthful publications
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Online education
Continued from front page

During the final tracking year, 32
percent of higher education students
were enrolled in at least one online
class. This rate reveals a 10 percent
growth rate for online enrollment,
while higher education overall has
grown at a 2 percent rate.
“I took an online class over the
summer to fill a core requirement,”
said sophomore Zoë Warren. “I
loved that it was so convenient,
but I don’t think it’s a great way
to learn. I didn’t experience any
real personal interaction with my
professor or the other students.”
The Babson study explored the
debate between classroom and
online learning, reporting that 77
percent of academic leaders rate
the learning outcome of online
education as “the same or superior”
to face-to-face learning. This rate is
up 19 percentage points from 2003.
Perhaps as a result, 69 percent of
higher education institutions now
rank online learning as a “critical
part of their long-term strategy,”
according to Babson.
In spite of this majority approval
of a push toward online education,
the Babson group noted a number of barriers higher education
institutions encounter to online
learning. Eighty-eight percent of
academic leaders cite the need for
more discipline for online students

Chatt Shootings
Continued from front page

packed with spectators as a juvenile witness testified to seeing
Birt pull a gun out of his pocket
to shoot Williams.
Birt faces a criminal homicide
charge, and Shattuck sent his
case to the grand jury. Birt will
remain in the Hamilton County
jail with no bond set.
Witnesses said that Birt had
been threatening to kill Williams. Williams reportedly hit
Tylisha Henderson, who is the
mother of Birt’s child.
Quickly after the gunshots
were fired around 10 a.m., Howard went on lockdown and word
quickly spread amongst students

News: 3

as a barrier to the success of online
learning.
“I’ve taken two online courses
and I couldn’t help but notice the
lack of accountability for students,”
said junior Aften Whitmore. “If
you are a self-starter and want to
challenge yourself, you can, but
online classes themselves don’t
provide students with any kind of
physical accountability.”
In addition to student discipline,
40 percent of academic leaders worry that online degrees are
not respected by employers and a
“majority” of chief academic officers
(CAO) cite low retention rates as a
barrier for online education.
Operational concerns for CAOs
largely center around faculty. A
minority 30 percent of CAOs think
that faculty “accept the value and
legitimacy of online education.”
This percentage has trended downward and is less than the 2004 rate.
Additionally, CAOs think it takes
faculty “more time and effort to
teach online.” This percentage has
trended upward from 41 percent
reporting the difficulty in 2006 to
44.6 last year.
Students cite faculty interaction
as a reason to prefer face-to-face
learning over online classes.
“Honestly, the one of the main
reasons I chose Covenant was
because I could have face-to-face
interaction with my professors,”
said alumna Hannah Vanbiber.

Whitmore found her online
instructor “impersonal,” and hard to
interact with and ask for help.
While most students take online
classes for more convenient and
flexible credits, Massive Open
Online Courses (MOOCs) offer
an alternative approach to online
learning. MOOCs are largely
provided by prestigious universities
and are not offered for credit. The
Babson Group reported that only
2.6 percent of higher education
institutions offer MOOCs, and
most universities—55.4 percent—
are “undecided” about the option
of offering a MOOC. The Babson
Group speculated that MOOCs
build brand awareness around an
institution as well as potentially
attract long-term students to the
institution.
“While I have never taken online
courses for credit, I have explored
some freely available online lectures
and classes through Edx, Coursera,
etc.,” said alumnus Peter McCrory.
“Online learning is a wonderful thing because it democratizes
knowledge and fragments traditional avenues for learning.”
Some Covenant students and
alumni have chosen to forgo online
learning for the sake of face-to-face
interaction with fellow students
and professors.
“I’m sure there are many benefits
to online or distance learning
courses for certain people,” said

alumna Kaia Moore. “But for
individuals like myself who learn
best in a collaborative environment,
online courses just won’t do it. You
can’t successfully fabricate a community online.”
Caroline Cassio has taken a
number of online courses for convenience but still prefers a classroom environment.
“I understand material much
better that way,” said Cassio. “But I
can think of several people (family
members, long distance friends, etc.)
off the top of my head who’d would
take advantage of online Covenant
courses if they were offered.”
On Wednesday, the Covenant
College board heard a presentation
from Norman Bier, Associate Director of the Open Learning Initiative
(OLI) at Carnegie Mellon University. OLI offers free open learning
courses and conducts research aimed
at answering the pressing issues in
the current state of higher education. OLI aims to support learning
through online classes, freely share
the courses, and further research,
develop, and evaluate their own
methods.
The rise of online learning is not
slowing down, leading some to call
it a “crisis” for higher education.
Covenant College’s response to the
growing trend is unclear, but the
inclusion of Norman Bier at this
week’s board meeting indicates that
the trend has not gone unnoticed.

about what happened. The doors
to the school were locked and
guarded by Chattanooga police
as Smith stood inside with other
administrators looking onto the
parking lot that was quickly filling with police cars.
Not 24 hours earlier, another
shooting occurred on Portland
Street as a male was shot in the
ankle. Several hours later and
less than a mile away, a 17-yearold male was transported from
2200 Camden St. to a local
hospital after being wounded by
a gunshot. These shootings, like
Williams, are not believed to be
random, and gang violence is
suspected, but no one has been
convicted.
Five days later, on March 10,

24-year-old Sierra Holland was
shot in what witnesses called
a drive-by shooting. She was
transported to Erlanger hospital
after being shot in the shoulder.
She and her cousin were driving home from church when
men in the car behind them began shooting. The shooters were
reported to be driving a tan fourdoor car. The police responded to
this shooting at the 2300 block
of Ocoee Street, which is less
than a mile from the other two.
These shootings and responses
like this come less than a month
after Chattanooga’s gang task
force completed a draft plan to
combat the mounting gang problems in Chattanooga. This plan
is believed to be implemented in

the next couple months.
The plan hopes to recruit 100
black male mentors for youth,
increase literacy levels, help exoffenders obtain jobs, and set up
gang intervention teams.
On Tuesday, a police officer
received a non-life threatening
gunshot wound on 4th Ave, on
the 2500 block right outside
the East Lake Courts. He was
responding to a theft call when
he was shot. Police say they have
a suspect and a massive manhunt is currently underway. This
brings the number of shootings
to five within the past eight days.
(Updated as of Tuesday night.)

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.
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Brilliant Disguise: Masks and Other Transformations
by Greg Steele

Over spring break, a group of
friends and I made the eight-hour
trek to New Orleans. In addition
to eating beignets and wandering through the French Quarter,
we took an afternoon to visit
the Contemporary Arts Center
(CAC) of New Orleans. The museum featured Brilliant Disguise:
Masks and Other Transformations,
an exhibition sponsored by both
the CAC and the NOMA (New
Orleans Museum of Art). The
exhibit explored the meaning
and motivation of masking and
disguise in both contemporary art
and other cultures. Each piece explored the theme of disguise and
masking, and how people mask
themselves in various ways.
“Masks and disguise provide
an excellent opportunity to think
about how we define or ‘perform’
who we are,” writes Miranda
Lash, Curator of Modern and
Contemporary Art at NOMA
and this exhibit. “When a mask

or disguise is worn, it signals a
specific identity, communicated
by appearance, cultural, spiritual,
and familial
history, and
in some
cases, layers
and systems
of secrecy.”
The exhibition began
and ended
at a mirror, which
helped
reinforce
the message of all
the works
in between.
Who are
we? Are we
the person
we see in the mirror, or do we see
ourselves in a mask? The exhibition went on to feature everything from African tribal masks
to a mask forged by Pablo Picasso
to two pieces by Cindy Sherman

in her usual artificial facades.
Every piece was either a mask
or some other work exploring

disguise, reinforcing the coherency of the exhibition’s message
and effect.
The most moving exhibit was
an hour video loop. The video
featured people

in grotesquely aged masks revealing secrets about their lives that
they had never verbalized. People
confessed
cheating on
husbands,
going to sex
clubs just to
be able to
stay with a
lover, feelings of disgust at their
actions,
and fears
about their
ability to
care about
anyone
other than
themselves.
The piece
Noma.org
spoke to
the safety of anonymity, but also
to the nature of masking. These
confessions revealed the different
masks each of these people would
wear in their relationships with

others, and now that they were
masked physically, they could finally reveal who they were behind
their public masks. It was a moving reminder of our vulnerability
behind the appearances we work
so hard to keep up.
Art takes us beyond ourselves
and gives us the ability to see ourselves and the worlds we inhabit
more clearly. Brilliant Disguise
did this for me, reminding me of
the various masks I wear as a student, a son, a worker, a friend, and
how those masks are both necessary and at the same time obscure
the core of who I am. Although
not many of you will be able to
make the trip to New Orleans to
see this exhibit, I encourage you
to visit an art gallery soon. Let it
take you outside of yourself and
remind you of realities that you
may have forgotten. Let it serve
as a mirror into your own heart,
prompting self-reflection.

Silver Linings Playbook
by Alia Hollback

Silver Linings Playbook has been
on the tip of everyone’s tongue
since its release in November.
With eight Academy Award
nominations and an Oscar win for
Jennifer Lawrence, if you haven’t
seen Silver Linings Playbook you’ve
probably been wondering what all
the fuss is about.
The film follows Pat Solitano
(Bradley Cooper), a substitute
history teacher finishing an eightmonth stint in a mental hospital
for severely beating a man he
caught cheating with his wife,
Nikki (Brea Bee). While in the
mental hospital, Pat is diagnosed
with bipolar disorder and he
struggles to cope with the realities
of life when his mother discharges him from the hospital. Determined to find the silver lining in
his circumstances, Pat sets out to

do all that he can to better himself in hopes of reconciling with
his wife who has filed a restraining order against him. By way of
a mutual acquaintance, Pat meets
Tiffany ( Jennifer Lawrence) who
has recently lost her husband and
is struggling with coping sanely
herself. The two strike up an odd
friendship, each hoping to gain
something from the other.
The storyline of Silver Linings
Playbook was not as predictable
as most films pumped out of Hollywood in recent years. This film
explores themes from the unconditional love of parents to the intense struggle to create a healthy
productive life when you struggle
with grief and mental illness.
The characters in the film were
very true to life, funny and heartwarming and selfish and broken
by turns. Every character in the
film was after what they wanted

and was ready
to do whatever
they needed to
to acquire that
end. However,
just as relationships are in our
own lives, the
characters of
Silver Linings
Playbook were
capable of
genuine love
and devotion.
The onscreen
chemistry
between Bradley Cooper and Jennifer Lawrence was off the charts.
Coupled with the personality of
their two characters, Cooper and
Lawrence presented a wonderfully entertaining and life-like
dynamic that was a genuine pleasure to watch. Both Cooper and
Lawrence captured the essence

Shemoviegeek.com

of their characters flawlessly,
each embodying their own brand
of crazy. Lawrence’s character
in particular took the audience
on an emotional roller-coaster,
leaving them wondering if they
wanted to hug and comfort her or
wring her neck. Lawrence’s Oscar
was well-earned in this film and

it is easy to see why she is quickly
becoming America’s sweetheart.
Heartwarming, entertaining
and true to life, Silver Linings
Playbook will hopefully set a trend
for honest films of substance in
the future.
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Lunar love story: To the Moon review
by Walter Somerville

Kan Gao and Freebird Games’
To The Moon is beautiful and
emotional in a way that few
games truly are. John Wyatt is a
dying man, living in a cliffside
mansion with only his housekeeper and her two children to
keep him company. As he nears
his last days, Wyatt requests the
Sigmund Corp. to come and, in
his final hours, grant him one
wish: he wants to go to the
moon. Through the use of a new
technology, Eva Rosalene and
Neil Watts, employees of Sigmund Corp., are able to interface
with John and relive his memories so that his wish can come
true, even if only in his mind.
It may sound complicated, but
the story of To the Moon is told
so well that even the more esoteric (often sci-fi) details are well

explained and easily understood.
The technology and methods
used are simply vessels to tell
John’s story. Because of the way
the memory-machine works,
the story is told from the end to
the beginning, which in itself is
an astounding accomplishment.
Every character feels real and it’s
not hard to get pulled in to John
and River (his wife’s) love story.
Don’t be surprised if several
scenes of this retro romance
moves you to tears. The story
is incredibly well told and each
event is surprisingly poignant,
despite its lo-fi presentation.
Thankfully, the story isn’t all
serious. The relationship between
Eva and Neil is also touched
upon, and their banter provides
some legitimately funny moments as they reference geek
culture and break the fourth wall.
These conversations punctuate

John’s story and allow players to
stop and reflect upon the events.
The pacing is brilliant; there is

To the Moon is a
staggering accomplishment. Its nuanced story
and interesting characters
are elevated by simple
gameplay and graphics
not a moment that overstays its
welcome, and if anything you
will want more.
The gameplay of To the Moon
is very simple. As you view
John’s memories, you control
Eva and Neil as they search for
relevant items in each memory,
which they refer to as memory
links. Interacting with these
objects fills up a bar at the
bottom of the screen. Once you

find all five, you can use them
to break barriers surrounding
“mementos”—objects that have
a link to a time further into
John’s memories. It’s very simple, which in this case is a good
thing. The gameplay never gets
in the way of the story telling.
The narrative may be linear,
but the forced exploration and
interaction help flesh out each
memory in a unique way that
helps set apart the method of
experiencing the story from
what you might find in movies
or books. In any other game,
the simplicity here would be a
negative. But because the story
is the centerpiece of the experience, the lack of challenge
allows you to focus completely
on the events at hand rather
than timing button presses,
or solving puzzles. Similarly,
the retro graphics, reminiscent

of SNES RPGs, convey just
enough personality to give your
imagination a foundation upon
which to build these characters.
They are charming, but never
do much to impress.
To the Moon is a staggering accomplishment. Its nuanced story
and interesting characters are
elevated by simple gameplay and
graphics, rather than dragged
down, as would be the case
in just about any other game.
Ken Gao’s writing will have
you laughing one moment and
tearing up the next, and Laura
Shigihara’s score emphasizes
these emotions even further. If
you have even a fleeting interest
in a well told story, don’t hesitate
to play To the Moon. You will not
be disappointed.

The art of quilting
by Alia Hollback

America’s history is full of creative and innovative people who
managed to create beauty among
the everyday necessities of life.
One such necessity-turned-creative-outlet is the art of quilting.
Eighty-five year old Ina Fike
lives in rural Missouri and attends the Peace Valley Church of
the Brethren. The church in this
small community holds a weekly
quilting, where the women of
the church come together to
make quilts for members of the
congregation who are graduating high school, getting married
or having a child. Mrs. Fike also
meets with some of the young
girls on Monday afternoons and
teaches them the art of quilting.

“My mother, in order to keep
me out of mischief, would give
me 4 inch squares of material”
says Mrs. Fike. “I pieced and
pieced those 4 inch squares.
Mother called it a ‘four patch’
but I think it was really just
something to keep my fingers
busy.”
Mrs. Fike, who had eleven
brothers and sisters, said she
mostly learned to quilt from
watching older sisters.
“Every week our dad would get
The Kansas City Star newspaper
and they would print a new quilt
pattern in the paper every week,”
Mrs. Fike recalls. “Of course this
was in the 1930s when the economy was really bad, so we never
bought material to cut up for
quilts. We used the scraps that

we had leftover from clothing. I
don’t think I bought material for
a quilt until the 70s, if then.”
When it comes to teaching
the young girls of the church to
quilt, Mrs. Fike hopes it will set
them on a creative path. “I feel
it’s an art form that will start
them onto something”, says Mrs.
Fike. “I don’t expect them to
make a masterpiece, but I want
them to enjoy putting it together.
Both of the girls here today have
a very good sense of what colors
go together and overall design.
For their age, they are doing very
well.”
Sena Rowles, an avid quilter
and mother of two daughters
who regularly attend Monday
afternoon quiltings, recently
started a quilting repair and

Diaryofaquilter.com

cleaning business. “Quilting was
a way for people to release their
grief, it was very theraputic,”
says Rowles. “If a baby died, you
made a quilt. If your son died
in the war, you took bits from
his uniform and put them into a
quilt. I really wanted to preserve

the history in quilts, of all the
stories from so many families.”
For more information on quilt
cleaning and repair, visit goodoledaysquiltrepair.webs.com.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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An unseen side of Chattanooga
by Emmett Gienapp

On the morning of March 5,
2013, 16-year-old Lamunta Williams was shot and killed in front
of the Howard High school. The
suspected shooter is 18-year-old
Courtney Birt, who was arrested
hours after the shooting.
I’ve lived in Chattanooga all
my life and I have discovered two
terrifying things about news like
this: first, 16-year-olds are gunned
down far too often in my city. Second, we allow events like this to
roll off our backs and get pushed
to the side. It’s easy to to be
deceived about Chattanooga when
you go to Covenant, but historically it has been one of the most
crime-ridden cities in the nation.
A uniform crime report
conducted by the Ochs Center
showed that Chattanooga has a
higher crime rate per capita than
both Atlanta and Detroit with a
grand total of 12,259 annual violent and property crimes. So why

is it that parents aren’t a little
more concerned about sending
their kids to a college that sits
above such a dangerous place?
Chattanooga has managed
to develop a mask that we can
blindly buy into. You never have
to see the underbelly of the city
if you know what neighborhoods to avoid. Areas like Alton
Park, Glenwood, Murray Hills,
and Orchard Knob have become
notorious in the news, and every
shooting just sticks up another
sign saying “Keep Out.”
We go about our day up on the
mountain, on the North Shore,
or some other “safe” part of town
and never have to think about
what’s going on a few blocks
over. A cop actually pulled me
over for speeding a few weeks
back and told me to go somewhere else when I told him I
was headed to the Waffle House
on 23rd street. Apparently law
enforcement doesn’t even think
it’s safe to get a pancake near

Highland Park late at night.
Brushing the problem under
the rug hasn’t done much to

change the city. In fact, habitual
avoidance only adds to the systemic problems facing the city
and encourages an insane level
of ignorance. Kids grow up here
knowing that they should stay
away from certain places and
then those same places are left
to rot—disconnected as they are
from a good deal of outside help.
Why is it that the recent docu-

mentary on the Howard High
School, Build Me a World, was
such a shocking revelation to so
many people? It’s a large school
in a central part of town, so it’s
odd that so many people were
surprised by the situations of the
students there. Howard has been
out of sight and out of mind.
The entire nation gets riled up
about the 26 dead in the Sandy
Hook shooting, but a comparable
number of people are killed in
Chattanooga alone every year. Is
it just that we’re blind? Jaded?
Maybe if a few of those shootings happened on Lookout we
might see more of a reaction.
This ignorance is the second
scary thing I’ve discovered living
here. I buy into it. I don’t want
to think about dead kids in front
of Howard and I certainly don’t
want to be in the gutter with
them. It’s a scary thing to get
your hands dirty and I’m comfortable as-is.
But what greater calling could

we possibly meet while here?
Even if you plan on bailing out
of Chattanooga once you’ve gotten your degree, we’re still here
in the moment. Activism isn’t
something that happens later.
We have time. We have energy.
The problem can’t be covered up and those of us with
the chance to help should feel
responsibility for our neighbor.
Incidentally, the most dangerous neighborhoods also have the
worst school records. If you’re
looking for a place to start, just
look up a local high school.
They’d love to have you.
Join an urban outreach program.
Sign up to tutor with GLAD. Do
anything and watch your efforts
return something infinitely greater
than comfortable ignorance.
Change starts from the ground up
with people that work diligently in
love. We’re here for now, so let’s do
something about it and pay attention to kids like Lamunta before
we regret it.

This has proven untrue. The guidelines under which the Obama
administration chooses to authorize strikes does not appear to be a
series of strict guidelines. The rules
are open to interpretation of those
who are in power.
Modern warfare is more easily carried out when there isn’t a
hard set of rules through which
to follow. The memo addresses
the fact that terrorists and enemy
combatants can be part of multinational networks and are not
in any specific geographic area or
country. Because of this reality, the
government needs leeway to fight
any threat as it arises without rules
to hinder them doing so.
Part of me sympathizes with the

government wanting to be able
to neutralize threats as they arise,
but another part of me is afraid
of the power that the government
has given themselves for unilateral
force. Enemies of America can
easily be defined and killed with
the justification that they posed
an “imminent threat of violence”
(which, by the way, does not have
a specific timeframe—“imminent,”
as the government has been using
it, only means sometime in the
future). It could be easy for the
government to potentially abuse
this power.
Drones appear to be the optimal
weapon for the government to
carry on imperialistic campaigns
in the Middle East. With ease of

destruction and without loss of
American life, drones seem to be
the perfect tool for governments
to carry out their agendas in countries unable to resist such bullying.
I know this isn’t necessarily the
case. I am only saying the government has the power for such
behavior and is far less accountable
to the American public because
American lives aren’t risked in
drone strikes. The question comes
down to this: do you trust our
present government to make ethical decisions, and—because there
are really no guidelines—do we
trust future governments too?

Why is it that the recent
documentary on the
Howard High School,
Build Me a World, was
such a shocking revelation
to so many people? It’s a
large school in a central
part of town. Howard has
been out of sight and out
of mind.

Rethinking US drones
by Andrew Mollenkof

In the past ten years the American government has started
using troubling technologies. The
technology I want to address is
drone warfare, which has become
a common element in American
military tactics. Controversy has
surrounded the use of drone warfare since it began. The biggest
problem with drone usage lies in
the fact that the government has
given no clear guidelines for the
use of such technologies.
Recently drone warfare catapulted once again into the national
spotlight surrounding the government’s policy about who can be
categorized as a military combat-

ant. NBC gained access to a 16page Department of Justice memo
which explains that a ranking
Al-Qaeda member can be killed if
they pose “an imminent threat of
violent attack” and capture is not a
“feasible” option. The memo goes
on to state that imminent threat
does not have to be within any
given time frame other than that
which is decided by the officials
determining the drone strike.
This ambiguity in the decisionmaking process is the biggest issue
plaguing drone warfare at this
point. President Obama has promised time and again that he and
his cabinet have a clear set of rules
by which they determine whether
or not to authorize a drone strike.
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Let’s be uncomfortable together
by Lynae Rockwell

This past weekend, I received
an email asking me to fill out
a Health Survey. Not having
anything else to do at the time,
I started filling it out. As I answered some of the questions, I
began to realize something about
our school. This health survey
asks whether your school informs
you about certain issues—eating
disorders, sexual abuse, violence,
drug use, STDs, etc.—and then
it asks you to check yes or no. I
found myself checking the “no”
box for about 90 percent of these
issues. In that moment, I realized
that our school does not address
some of the more “uncomfortable topics.” I believe that the
uncomfortable topics should be

brought up more often, not simply in surveys you can take in the
Great Hall, but also in chapel
messages and campus seminars.
We can only talk for so long
about student exhaustion and
relating better as a community.
Students are struggling through
a lot more than homework and
sleep deprivation. It might help
if the more difficult topics were
brought up more frequently because these more difficult topics
are the ones we are confronted
with on a daily basis.
Why should we talk about the
“uncomfortable stuff ”? Things
that are harder to talk about
should not be approached with
the desire to be edgy. I am certainly not writing this article to
be edgy. The difficult things (sex,

drugs, violence, eating disorders,
suicide) should be confronted

“The difficult things
(sex, drugs, violence,
eating disorders, suicide)
should be confronted
because if we do not
hear about these things
from Covenant, and from
a Christian perspective,
we will learn about them
elsewhere.”
because if we do not hear about
these things from Covenant, and
from a Christian perspective, we
will learn about them elsewhere.
We will navigate through these
issues using the internet more

often than turning to God. I
believe that if our school is more
open about the tougher things,
then it will encourage students
to turn to God rather than
Google when life happens. It will
encourage students to feel safe at
Covenant and to feel that their
problems can be heard without
judgment or awkwardness.
Broaching the “uncomfortable”
stuff will not only be helpful for
those struggling, but for those
who are uninformed. If we are
expected to step off this campus
and operate in the reality of
this fallen world, wouldn’t it be
better if we were first informed
about the dark stuff from a godly
perspective? Sure, we talk about
depression every once in awhile.
Heck, sometimes we even talk

about sex in chapel. But these
are only two of a million different things college students are
faced with. If we are more open
to hearing the struggles of other
students, the dark things that we
as brothers and sisters in Christ
face every day, perhaps then we
can become a closer community.
Being in a community is not
always comfortable. I think
maybe we should step out of our
comfort zones in chapel, in small
groups, and in seminars and dare
to bring up the things we least
want to hear about. I think then
we will grow closer as we are
more aware of our weaknesses
and more aware of the greatness
of God in the middle of it all.
Let’s be uncomfortable together.

Grace in our adoption
by Samantha Davis

A pastor once asked a group
of college-aged students what
they thought about the orphan
crisis in our world today. Anonymously, a student replied, “What
if I don’t care about orphans?”
While we may look on and think
of how selfish that person may
have been, their honesty is worth
considering because I believe this
attitude has infiltrated our society and possibly our Christian
perspectives.
Today, adoption is very much
viewed as a second option, or
the “plan B” of family planning.
As much as our society has
progressed toward tolerance and
understanding, many issues are
still stigmatized. Adoption, for
instance, has many people reeling
about certain ideas on love and
family. Some wonder whether or
not adoption is even a ‘natural’
process or whether or not you

can truly love someone else’s
child. Such misguided and ignorant questions break my heart.
When we think about our
sonship with God, how do we
view it? Do we see it as something obligatory, taking what
our society teaches us about
the “ideal family” and bring it
into our relationship with God?
Actually, our sonship with
our Lord was not obligatory.
As Ezekiel 16 states, “When
I passed by you and saw you
squirming in your blood, I
said to you while you were in
your blood, ‘Live!’ Yes, I said
to you while you were in your
blood, ‘Live!’” Notice that God
passed by this child. He had a
choice, a decision to be made.
Not only for Himself but also
for all of us drawn to Him. He
said yes to you and me, while
we were not only wallowing in
our sin but also even before the
foundations of earth, He chose

to make His
family one
of adoptionfilled bliss.
Adoption
was God’s
number one
plan for you.
He chose you
and knew you
as though
you were his
own flesh and
blood. He
chose to give
you the rights
of his family
and he said yes to your being
His own child. How glorious a
message! How glorious is the
love God has for us! God’s understanding of family is not only
starkly different from what our
world teaches us today, but also
it surpasses all we could ever ask
for in familial relationship. He
shows us, by example, that love

Ignite.me

is a choice. That even if we only
have biological children in our
families, the love of parent and
child is not genetically brought
through genes, but is a choice of
both the parent and child.
So, going back to the original
scenario of the pastor’s question, what do we think and
understand about the orphan
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crisis today? Well, I believe that
God might have us look at our
own lives and understand that at
one point we were all orphaned
and in need of a home and
an identity. That truth should
profoundly influence the way we
view adoption.
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Conclusion of Scots basketball

Hannah Wilkerson

by P. Wilkerson & K. Cooper

Usually for spring break, students head off to far distant
beaches with their friends. This
wasn’t the case for the women’s
basketball team, who instead
travelled to compete in regionals. The women’s regionals were
located at Bluefield College in
Bluefield, VA. The first round
game wasn’t until Thurs., March
7, so if you can do the math correctly, the Lady Scots would have
had just enough time for no fun
and all practice for the upcoming game. However, that’s not
exactly how the Lady Scots roll.

The Lady Scots had a week full
of both fun and games. Instead
of having four days of two-adays, the Lady Scots went to
Ridge Haven for the first part of
break to have a little fun alongside practice. Then they headed
up to Bluefield, VA, for the first
round games against the #2 seed
Bluefield Lady Rams. Heading
into the tournament, the Lady
Scots were the #3 seed. The Lady
Scots ended up losing in the first
round to Bluefield.
As a player, I (Kiara) believe we
played a great game against the
Lady Rams, but unfortunately
our best wasn’t good enough to

move on in the tournament. We
played hard and together but the
game just didn’t go our way. That
game ended our winning season,
leaving us with a record of 13-11.
The game also was the last
college game for seniors Ruth
Gibson and Jessica “Chip” Chittenden. Next year will not be
the same without those girls and
they will be truly missed. On
that note, the basketball season
is over and the Lady Scots had
a wonderful winning season. We
will see all you Scots fans next
year for the ‘13-’14 season!
The men’s basketball team concluded their season on March 7

in the first round of the NCCAA
Mid-East Regionals. The men’s
team was the victim of a classic
post-season upset. They lost to
Hiwassee College 65-53. It was
an unfortunate way to conclude
a very successful season for the
Scots. Colton McGriff and Jon
DeVries’ individual performances
this year were recognized, as both
were named to the All-Regional
Team. This year’s men’s team
achieved a winning season for the
first time in more than a decade.
In the locker room after the
regional game, Coach Taylor said,
“[The seniors’] dedication to this
program and to Covenant Col-
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lege has really paid off this year.”
The room was filled with tears
as many of the players’ basketball
careers were over and the agony
of the loss set in. Senior Sam
Bowman told the team after the
loss, “It stinks that we lost, but
we need to hold our heads high.
We’re a family and I love this
family.”
While the Scots may not have
ended the season the way they
hoped, they definitely accomplished many of their goals for
this season, and look to build
on this year’s successes for next
year’s season.

