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by Lily Davis

For the WIC lectures this year,
Covenant has invited Dr. Mark
Gornik, an author, seminary
director, and Covenant graduate,
to present a lecture series titled,
“Learning to Pray with African
Christians: Ethnography, Theology, and a World of Christianity.”
Gornik is the director of City
Seminary of New York. He has
also written several books. His
most recent work, Word Made
Global: Stories of African Christianity in New York City, won Christianity Today’s 2012 book award in
the Missions and Global Affairs
category.
According to Dr. Jay Green,
professor of history, Gornik will
base his WIC lecture series on this
latest book.
“The primary aim of this brief
course is to introduce ethnography
as a way of understanding lived
and embodied Christianity,” said
Gornik, according to Covenant’s
website. “[W]e will explore understandings…of Christian identity,
Continued on page 2News
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Boy Scouts of America

Scouts postpone decision
by Kendi Anderson

Three decades have passed since
the Boy Scouts of America took
their stance on excluding homosexuals from their program. Last
week the BSA council postponed a final decision on the
removal of this stipulation until
their next meeting on May 22.
“Due to the complexity of the
issue, the organization needs
time for a more deliberate review of its membership policy,”
BSA Director of Public Relations Deron Smith wrote in a

statement released last Wednesday.
BSA’s Cherokee Area Council
in Chattanooga is not involved
in the decision-making process.
Chattanooga, like most cities,
has people advocating on both
sides of the gay ban. BSA functions through charters that each
individual troop establishes with
a variety of organizations. In
Chattanooga, troops are chartered through various churches,
schools, Volkswagen, and other
private organizations.
Dr. Hunt, professor of com-

puter science at Covenant
College, is the Troop Committee Chair for Troop 80 out of
Hixon. This is a group chartered
by the Chattanooga Southeast
Tennessee Home Education Association (CSTHEA).
The charter their troop has is
very specific in that they only
allow homeschoolers to join.
“Specifications like this are
common for troops,” according
to Hunt.
Wilson Ricketts, a junior at
Covenant College, received
his Eagle Scout from a troop
Continued on page 2News

Covenant’s newest staff member has been greeted with
plenty of unpredictable forces,
from tornadoes to icy roads to
Carter fire alarms. Kevin Patty,
the new Director of Safety and
Security, obtained the position
on Jan. 2 after the quiet departure of Greg Ford.
Patty grew up in Rossville,
GA, and has lived in the area
for his entire life. Patty has
been in law enforcement as
Deputy Sheriff in Catoosa
County for seven years, and
the past two-and-a-half years
were spent working as a School
Resource Officer at Heritage
Middle School.
He and his wife, Candice,
live in Rossville with their two
sons, Nathan (8) and Jacob (6).
He and Candice, who hails
from Albany, NY, met on a
blind date, and have now been
married for 11 years.
Patty had no previous connections to Covenant, but he
ended up here through the help
of a friend.
Continued on page 2News
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prayer, conversion, and ministry
in a variety of ecclesial settings,
including Africa, Asia, Latin
America, and North America. By
so doing, we hope to explore the
processes by which Christian faith
continues to ‘happen,’ remaining

Scouts postpone
Continued from front page
connected with a church. He
believes that a troop’s religious
affiliation should be respected
in their stance on homosexual
membership, but that it is time
“that homophobia not be a
dominating decision for our
churches in addressing this issue
as well.”
BSA is a civic organization
that supports all religions and is
not tied to a specific set of doctrines; instead scouts pledge to
be “morally straight.” The BSA
board sets general guidelines,
but each troop has individual
freedom to add stipulations to
their troop’s membership policy.
“This change in policy by the
BSA, of potentially allowing
homosexual membership, will
not allow homosexual boys into

Kevin Patty

Continued from front page
“Over the years, I’ve been praying how I could better provide
for my family,” said Patty. “A
friend of mine, who has became
a father figure to me, heard
about this position and encouraged me to apply. And this is
where I ended up!”
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dynamic and transformative across
cultures and contexts.”
Dr. Green, who has been in
charge of the WIC lectures for
about 10 years, is excited to welcome Gornik back to Covenant’s
campus. He considers Gornik
and his work very reflective of
Covenant’s mission and identity.
Gornik “articulates what Covenant

is all about in a powerful way,” said
Green.
After graduating from Covenant
in 1984, Gornik established two
churches—one in Baltimore, MD,
and then one in New York City—
and eventually went on to found
City Seminary of New York.
Based in Harlem, City Seminary’s
purpose is “to seek the peace of

[the] city through theological
education. We are an intercultural
learning community focused on
the study of Scripture, mission,
applied theology, and the changing
church,” the seminary’s website
states. “Through this learning
community, our imagination is being shaped for the work of God’s
peaceable kingdom in the city.”

In addition to giving lectures
in chapel on Thursday and Friday,
Gornik will teach a one-credit
class that digs more deeply into
theology and ethnography. The
class will take place on Thursday
and Friday night from 6:30 to
10:00 pm in Brock 118/120/122
and on Saturday morning from
8:00 to 12:00 am.

all troops but simply make it
possible for them to join some
troops,” Hunt said.
Currently, BSA has a “don’t
ask don’t tell policy” with regards to sexual orientation, but
on a scout’s Eagle Scout Board
review a determinant is whether
the scout is heterosexual or not.
Hunt has been on these boards
and said, “It is awkward to try to
determine a teenage boy’s sexual
preference and honestly I do not
think we should.”
Andrew Christenberry, a
junior at Covenant College, is
a Life Scout and believes that
there is no need for sexuality
to be an issue addressed within
BSA.
“I do not want the sexuality
debate to distract from the valuable lessons that can be learned
through scouting,” he said.
“Sexuality should not be a factor
in the BSA because it is not

what scouting is all about.”
Freshman Evan Weir grew up
in a family that was very connected with the BSA. His mom
made the policy, “no wings, no
wheels,” for all her sons—they
could not drive until they received their Eagle Scout.
Weir joined the BSA the
very first day he could, on his
eleventh birthday, and though he
did not always enjoy the process
of earning his Eagle Scout, he
values what he accomplished
through the process.
“Being openly homosexual
invites conversation that does
not need to occur within the
Boy Scouts,” Weir said. He sees
the BSA’s role as not to restrict
someone based on their sexuality, “but to separate sexuality from the lessons learned in
scouting by keeping sexuality
quiet.”
Junior Graham LePage said

that he has “no qualms about
teaching teenagers of a homosexual orientation to be trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful, helpful, thrifty, brave, clean,
and reverent. Everyone in our
nation benefits from that.”
LePage is an Eagle Scout and
wants to see “Christian youth in
the Boy Scouts treat all humans
with the dignity and respect that
they deserve as image-bearers of
God. I believe that homosexual
lust is sinful, but I have my own
unhealthy sexual lusts that I
need to bring under the reign of
Christ.”
Hunt agrees with LePage,
and said that the current Eagle
Scout Board qualification of
being heterosexual “distinguishes
a specific sin as more morally
wrong than another. We strip
boys of their Eagle for being gay,
but not for having an affair later

in life,” Hunt said.
Hunt’s main concern on the
lifting of this ban is safety.
Christenberry believes that
careful supervision is always
needed when kids are involved
and does not believe this needs
to change in any specific way if
there are openly gay scouts.
“Part of the ‘Scout Law’ is to
be courteous and kind to everyone,” Christenberry said, “and
all scouts should abide by this in
how they care for and treat each
other.”
“If the Boy Scouts can provide
a safe place for Christians to
interact with openly homosexual
youth then I commend them,”
Lepage said. “If we are allowing
space for abuse, or if sexuality
is going to be used as a weapon
to hurt or tease others, then I
condemn that negligence, in
myself, in the church, and in the
Boy Scouts.”

Patty did not grow up regularly
attending church, but the Lord
continued seeking him. During
his teen years, he went to youth
groups for the social aspect of
it, but the Gospel didn’t mean
much to him.
“I knew who God was, and
I believed in Jesus, but I didn’t
get saved until I was 20 or 21,”
he said.

Patty is excited about working at Covenant, particularly
because this is his first job in a
Christian atmosphere.
“Law enforcement is not
exactly conducive to the Christian faith!” chuckled Patty. “But
I really enjoy it here. There’s
so much encouragement, and
you know people are praying
for you. The faculty and staff

stop by often, just to say hi and
to meet me. It’s a wonderful
atmosphere and I can’t begin to
describe it.”
Aside from working at
Covenant, Patty is pursuing a
bachelor’s degree in Psychology and Christian Counseling
through Liberty University
online. He and his wife are currently working towards opening

a retreat ranch for at-risk youth
and families in the Rossville
area. Their plan is still in the
works, but Patty is excited
about the potential ministry he
and his wife could bring to the
community.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Kissing is usually a quadri-labial...thing.”
- Dr. Nola Stephens
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While the average Covenant student walks to class and the Great
Hall, a number of education
students will spend their days
off the mountain in private and
public schools, student teaching
from the wee hours of the morning to late in the afternoon. The
Bagpipe sat down with Adrienne
McCrory to explore a day in the
life of a student teacher.
Mornings start early for McCrory. She’s up before the sun to
greet her cooperating teacher and
early classes. McCrory teaches
English at a local high school—five
tenth grade classes and one ninth
grade class every day of the week.
McCrory is struck by how unexpectedly tired she is after a day of
teaching.
“It’s hard to imagine how hard
a day is when you are the one
responsible for providing all of
the information,” McCrory said.
“Your feet get tired, your voice gets
tired, and you get used to feeling
overwhelmed. I’m so glad that I
had a chance to attend classes at
Covenant because it changes the

way I look at my class and lifts my
spirits above my situation.”
McCrory is responsible for planning an entire unit plan, lasting
two to three weeks, including a pretest and post-test to gauge what
students learned. She is currently
working through a unit she created
on To Kill a Mockingbird to the
tenth grade classes she teaches.
“At the high school level it’s
interesting to see the whole spectrum of learners,” said McCrory.
“The spectrum is so large. I help
kids with dyslexia and kids who
will probably get an almost perfect
score on their SATs.”
Teaching high school classes as
a college student presents unique
challenges for McCrory. She finds
herself caught between common
experiences with students not
much younger than she is, and the
importance of maintaining authority in a classroom.
“At first I thought it would be
easy to walk in as the ‘cool college
kid.’ I quickly learned that I am
not and cannot be their friend,”
said McCrory. “I’m there to be
their teacher, not to be their friend.
It sounds so simple, but it’s hard

to push yourself to maintain that
distance.”
Simple classroom managerial
tasks like asking a student to put
his phone away have an added
layer of complexity when McCrory
remembers pulling out her own
phone in the middle of a class.
In addition to spending time in
the classroom, student teaching
offers the opportunity to interact with professional teachers.
McCrory spends time with her
cooperating teacher and eats lunch
every day with five other teachers at
her school.
“I get to see a lot of jaded
teachers, which at first was really
depressing,” McCrory said. “The
atmosphere was so different from
Covenant, but it also made me
realize that in normal, everyday
life, we need to learn to tackle the
day-to-day difficult stuff of life, and
sometimes that’s really hard.”
The difficulties involved in
student teaching are not relegated
to the lunch room. Recently McCrory found herself faced with a
front row of students disruptively
whistling through their teeth while
she attempted to teach the class.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

She felt powerless and unable to
punish the students because she
couldn’t tell which students were
the culprits.
“It was one of those moments
where you feel like a total loser,”
she said.
In spite of difficulties, McCrory
has ultimately found student teaching rewarding.
“When you see high school students reject the apathy all around
them, and do more than regurgitate
information, it’s so rewarding,”
said McCrory. “One day I had a
class discussion with the honors
students, and watching students use
their brains and actively participate
was truly worth all of the hard
stuff.”
McCrory encourages future
student teachers to remember that
even when student teaching is
difficult and overwhelming, it is
worthwhile.
“It’s such a good preface to
becoming a real teacher,” she said.
“You still have people to lean on.
You get a chance to spread your
wings, but you don’t have to fly
alone.”
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Frank Turner’s Last Minutes and Lost Evenings
by Katie Jenkins

I don’t like compilation albums.
They feel forced and cheap; a
pitiful attempt to rake in more
money without doing any work.
As a lovely little bonus, they are
rarely cohesive, being simply a
list of the “greatest hits” or “top
singles” without a solid story
or even tone at their core. But
Frank Turner, in his latest album,
Last Minutes and Lost Evenings,
has managed to destroy yet
another one of my cherished
artistic beliefs. Because LMLE is
beautiful.
Apparently, Frank Turner is huge
in England—he played the opening
ceremonies at the London Olympic

games, if that gives you a clue—but
here in the US, most people have
never heard of him. So LMLE was
released as a deliberate attempt to
raise Turner’s visibility in the States.
The result is an album of solid “punk
folk” songs (I mean, how can that not
intrigue you?!), with simple, honest
songwriting and driven, earnest music.
Also, there’s a song called “Reasons
Not To Be an Idiot.” So automatically,
you know you’ve got gold.
Turner’s songwriting reminds
me of enjoying pizza and beer (off
contract, please) with a childhood
friend. His language is familiar and
uncomplicated—he uses “cheap,
cheap rhymes,” in “Nashville, Tennessee.” He speaks about his life in a
surprisingly self-aware way, manag-

ing to neither glamorous nor disparage the lifestyle he’s chosen, and is
progressively growing out of.
He writes songs about his friends—
including a touching one called “Long
Live the Queen,” about a friend of his
who died; the women he’s loved—
notably in “Substitute,” though there
are no real love songs on the album,
which I find refreshing; and his rocky
relationship with his father in “Father’s
Day.” In his transition from punk rock
(he went solo after his band, Million
Dead, broke up in 2005), Turner said
he wanted to make folk music while
retaining “passion, anger, and a sense
of humor.”
Fair warning: Turner’s lifestyle
and worldview differs dramatically
from, I hope, all Covenant students.

His language can be crass, and his
honesty in songwriting means that he
occasionally sings about doing things
that I’d be ashamed of, though he
isn’t always. I prefer this honesty to
the popular Christian ideal in which
we write what we think we should be
feeling instead of what we’re actually
feeling, but it isn’t always pretty. In an
interview with punknews.org, Turner
said his life philosophy was that “Life
is nasty, brutish, short and essentially
pointless. But let’s all reach out and
try and accept that fact. Let’s laugh in
the face of the bad news and have fun
nonetheless.”
If you’re intrigued by Last Minutes
and Lost Evenings and want to hear
more, you’re just in time: Turner’s
next album, Tape Deck Heart, is be-

ing released on April 22. He’ll also
be touring in the states in March,
but unless your budget includes
spontaneous flights to NYC or LA,
I fear you’ll have to miss him this
time around.
Highlights (on an album full of
them): “I Still Believe,” “Long Live
the Queen,” and “The Next Round.”
I still believe in the need for guitars and drums and desperate poetry
/ so remember folks, we’re not just
saving lives / we’re saving souls and
we’re having fun. –“I Still Believe”

From the depths I cry to You
by Calvin Cummings

The guitar and mandolin sat
perched in their stands on a set
prepared for the play debuting this weekend. A simple,
three-piece sound system and
piano were also present, and the
audience sat waiting, engaging
in cautious chit-chat, knowing
at any moment they might be
silenced. This was the scene this
past Sunday in Sanderson 215
as students, faculty, friends, and
others waited for Alia Hollback’s
Senior Integration Project to begin. This SIP was unique in two
ways—it was a concert, a cycle
of songs on grief, written by and
for a philosophy major who took
inspiration from her personal
experience with loss.
Alia walked onto the stage,
took a seat between her fretted
instruments, welcomed the audience, and explained exactly how
her SIP became a performance.
She had originally planned to
write a paper about the philosophical significance of nothingness. Her advisor, Dr. Davis,
suggested that she should talk

about nothingness as it applies to
the theatre of the absurd, since
he knew she had an interest in
theatre. She realized, while gathering sources for the project, that
what she would produce was art
instead of philosophy. Dr. Davis
encouraged her toward this by
suggesting that she complete a
poem or a series of songs. The
excitement she felt at this news
was soon met with a practical
question: How do I do this?
“How could I write a cycle of
songs about nothingness?” she
posited to the audience as she
introduced her work. “What
is nothingness? What can we
know of it? And more importantly, how does it relate to
art? After thinking on it a long
while, I came to the conclusion that nothingness translated
into art equals death. For what
is nothingness but an absence?
What is an absence but death?
So now my topic had shifted
from nothingness to death. But
what is death? What do we know
of it? How does it relate to art?
I realized then, that our only
knowledge of death came from

this side of it; we can’t see what’s
on the other side and remain
alive. The effect of the knowledge
of death on this side of life is the
havoc wreaked upon the human
soul that we call grief.” This was
Alia’s starting point.
However, grief is not entirely
universal. It is not felt in the
same way, nor is it felt for the
same losses. “There are many
types of grief,” Alia explained.
“Losing someone to death is
perhaps the first that comes to
mind, but we also lose people
who are still alive all of the
time. An estranged parent, a lost
friend, an old lover, all of these
are grieved when lost. Then too
there is the loss of an addiction...
grief when homesickness strikes,
when we long for the familiar.
There is grief over memories, of
childhoods long gone, of innocence, of forgotten happiness,
of dreams that never came true.
Many of these griefs have much
in common and the process is
similar for all. For this reason I
chose not to specifically choose
one type of grief to focus on.
Instead, I let the memories of my

experiences wash over me and
wrote from the very pit of things
I perhaps hoped I had forgotten.”
These events Alia described in
short: this past Sunday was the
two year anniversary of the loss
of her sister, Layla, to stage four
breast cancer. Layla had been diagnosed in August of 2010, and
Alia had been called back to be
with Layla only three days before
Layla’s death.
The cycle of songs, which follows the Kubler-Ross five-stage
model of grief, is called “De Profundis,” which is Latin for “from
the depths” and is taken from
Psalm 130:1. Each section had
three songs, but they were not
necessarily explorations of each
stage of the Kubler-Ross model.
In between each song, Alia
quoted poets, philosophers, the
Bible, and herself to give context
to her thoughts expressed in each
song. There was time of discussion facilitated by Dr. Wingard
after the performance in which
Alia’s audience asked her questions about her thesis, considered
ways in which people deal with
grief, and talked both personally

and generally about the philosophy of grief.
The concert itself was uninterrupted, both figuratively
and in actuality. With applause
sustained until the very end, the
performance became a single,
extended moment that engrossed
both the performer and the
spectator. This prolonged instant
seemed to pass by as quickly as it
came, leaving those that got the
chance to glimpse it with all the
sentiment that it had inspired
long after it left. The evening was
moving, not just in the ability
of the viewer to engage with the
pain of another, but in the ability
of the artist to bring the viewer
to access their own pain. In this
shared experience, a commonality of suffering seemed to be
reached. The commonality was
not met in an understanding
of each other’s pain, but in an
understanding that others experience pain, wrestle with it, and
can still feel it. Those who came
into contact with De Profundis
were touched—affected by an
honest expression of heartbreak.
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GIRLS just want to have fun
by Grace Humbles

If you haven’t heard of Lena
Dunham, you might not live
in America. A practical poster
child for millennials, Dunham
somewhat accidentally went
from a college-filmmaker turned
multiple HBO show creator,
director, and star (did I mention
the $3.5 million book deal?). At
26, Dunham is just barely out of
college. But with Judd Apatow
at her side, Dunham has taken
HBO (and the Golden Globes)
by storm.
Apatow “discovered” Dunham
when he fell in love with her
film Tiny Furniture. Not long
after, he emailed Dunham (who
thought it was a prank) and now

the two collaborate to write and
produce the weekly HBO comedy, GIRLS. People love talking
about GIRLS. Like, they love it.
First of all, everyone is completely fascinated that Dunham is,
well, kind of un-hot. It’s not that
she’s completely ugly, she’s just
not... hot. Even more than our
shock at her directorial accomplishments in a field dominated
by men, we all have a hard time
believing Dunham could be such
a runaway success in a hot-girl’s
world. Add countless uncomfortable sexual exploits, over-the-top
self-absorption, and more “free
spirits” than you’ve ever seen in
one place, and you’ve got one of
the most analyzed and dissected
shows on TV.

Just five episodes into its
second season, GIRLS has put
its main characters through the
ringer. The main character, Hannah (played by Dunham), was
financially cut off from her parents in season one, and has been
living off loans from her friends
and a part-time job her friend’s
boyfriend gave her at his coffee shop. Hannah’s friend Jessa
(played by Dunham’s real friend,
Jemima Kirke) is watching
her spontaneous marriage and
identity as a “free spirit” simultaneously crumble along with any
sense of security. Hannah’s friend
Marnie is freaking out about
sleeping with a gay man, and her
other friend Shoshanna is freaking out about sleeping with any

man. The freakouts are endless
on the show with a title in ALL
CAPS. In episode five, Hannah
laments that she just wants to
“feel everything...you know?”
The allure of GIRLS is mysterious and awkward. It’s weird
that so many people can’t stop
talking (and watching) the
show in spite of a never-ending
succession of cringe-worthy
situations and awkward “sexits.”
Hannah is disgustingly selfabsorbed, and it’s not forgivable
or endearing, but I still want to
watch her. Jessa is outrageously
selfish and ridiculous, and it’s not
cute or funny, but I still want to
watch her. By the end of the first
season I was pretty sure watching GIRLS was like watching a

HBO

car wreck—I didn’t really want
to look, but I couldn’t just look
away! But then in season two,
Jessa did something actually
earnest and I felt ACTUAL
FEELINGS for the characters. The attraction of GIRLS is
something more than a kind of
morbid curiosity. GIRLS makes
its way towards some kind of
critique of millennials—overly
self-reflective, overly-artistic,
overly-everything. Maybe we’re
all watching GIRLS because it’s
an awkward ugly picture of the
kind of people we are. Maybe
we’re watching GIRLS because
even though we hate it, even
though we’re disgusted by it,
we secretly want to “feel everything...you know?”

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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A rock for a hornet’s nest
by Graham LePage

There is no small amount of
irony in another man writing an
article on the place of women in
the church. Neither will there
be any small feelings on the
matter because it seems that
issues concerning gender roles
make us angry. After the verses
are quoted back and forth, the
discussion becomes an issue of
identity. Our gender stands near
the core of our identity, and
any attack on gender roles is
viewed as an attack on the core
of our being. In the past when
I’ve brought up the subject of
women’s ordination, the people
who’ve responded the most
negatively have usually been
women, which was surprising at first. But I realized it
was because I was questioning
what it means to be a woman;
I was attacking their identity.
It would be so simple to blame
power-hungry patriarchs for
denying women leadership, but
the reality is much more complicated. Women and men both
resist women’s ordination in the
PCA: the men in the presbytery, the women in their own
minds. The PCA must return,
both men and women, to their
identities in Christ where there
is neither male nor female (Gal
3:28). I do not deny the beautiful diversity between men and
women, but I recognize that
gender, like race, is ultimately
inconsequential in the church
that will one day be unified as
the bride of Christ.
I believe the ordination of
women is biblically sound, and I
believe restricting women from
leadership is resisting the reign
of Christ. I don’t have space to
work through every pertinent
passage of scripture, but I’d like
to start with the passage that
has caused the most confusion
over the ordination of women, 1
Tim 2:11-15:
“A woman should learn in
quietness and full submission. I

do not permit a woman to teach
or to assume authority over a
man; she must be quiet. For
Adam was formed first, then
Eve. And Adam was not the
one deceived; it was the woman
who was deceived and became a
sinner. But women will be saved
through childbearing—if they
continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.”
While a bit strange, this
seems to be an open and shut
case. Women shouldn’t teach or
have authority, and we should
fire all the women professors at
Covenant. But there is more to
this passage. In my defense, I do
not have to present you with an
authoritative new translation of
1 Tim 2:11-15. I must merely
show you there is a great deal
of doubt in the translation, too
much doubt to deny half of the
body of Christ from leadership,
especially when there are viable
alternative translations.
Due to space, I’ll explain just
one alternative here. First of
all the Greek word authentein,
which is translated as “to assume authority over” only shows
up once in the New Testament,
so there is some doubt to the
translation. It could also mean,
among other things, “to claim
to be the author of,” and the
“author” translation may be
more appropriate to the historical context. For example,
Paul was writing to Timothy in
Ephesus, and Ephesus was the
renowned site for the temple
of Artemis, which had a large
priestess population. The cult
of Artemis would have had
a significant impact on ideas
about gender roles in Ephesus. There was also an ancient
Gnostic cult, by the name of
the Ophites, that claimed Eve
(like Artemis, the virgin fertility goddess) had given birth to
Adam without any male help,
and that Adam had fallen first
so Eve rescued him by showing him the way to salvation.
Paul is referencing this context

earlier in the epistle when he
says, “Stay there in Ephesus so
that you may command certain
people not to teach false doctrines any longer or to devote
themselves to myths and endless genealogies. Such things
promote controversial speculations rather than advancing
God’s work—which is by faith”
(1 Tim 1: 3b-4).
This means Paul was writing Timothy to encourage him
to fight false doctrine. Our
translation of this passage
should stem from the idea of
fighting false doctrine. Restricting women from leadership
has nothing to do with his
purpose for the letter. To add
to the argument, the word for
quiet, “heuschia” can also mean
“harmony” or “conformity,” as in
conformity to doctrine, which
fits the context. The alternative translation might read
something like this: “A woman
should learn in conformity and
full submission [to doctrine]. I
do not permit a woman to teach
or to claim to be the author of
man. She must be conformed.
For Adam was formed first,
then Eve. And Adam was not
deceived; it was the woman
who was deceived and became a
sinner. But women will be saved
through childbearing—if they
continue in faith, love, and holiness with propriety.”
Now this isn’t a sure translation. I just want you to know
there are other valid options.
Every book I’ve read on the
subject points out the difficulty
in interpreting this passage,
but I do think this translation makes more sense in the
broader teachings of Scripture.
The reference to Adam and
Eve in the common translation is problematic. Paul would
seem to be deliberately misinterpreting the actual passage in Genesis which affirms
that both male and female are
made in the image of God with
equal dominion over creation.

The creation
story seems
to imply that
men need
women, not
that women
are somehow
subordinate.
There is also a
logic problem.
Adam being
made first
shouldn’t have
any import
on who gets
to preach in
church. But
Paul is no
idiot. Adam’s
“being formed
first” only has
implications if
you are dealing with false teachings about
Adam and Eve.
And in the final sentence,
Paul appears to be cleverly
responding to the Phibionite
Gnostics, who believed childbearing was evil, by affirming
the Ophite belief in the importance of childbearing. He may
even be referencing the role of
Mary in all of our salvations.
Frankly, Paul was a genius. His
real intention was not to tie up
a woman’s salvation with her
fertility; it’s a specific reminder
to a specific people in a specific
context. The universal principle
in this passage is that we should
deny corruptions of the Gospel,
and I believe forbidding women
from leadership in ministry is
as equal a corruption of the
Gospel as claiming that women
have sole authority over men.
Either position compromises
the unity of the body of Christ,
for we are all one in Him. It is
like the eye saying to the hand,
“I have no need of you” (1 Cor
12:21). We need both women
and men, in all of their diversity, to strengthen the leadership
of our churches.
In conclusion, when translated with the original context
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in mind, 1 Tim 2:11-15 need
not forbid women from the
ministry. Paul need not contradict himself in his writings.
He is proud of his female coworkers in Christ, and they are
mentioned over and over again
all throughout his epistles. For
Paul, following Christ means
there is neither male nor female
in terms of the Gospel and in
terms of the Body of Christ.
The PCA is a Reformed
church, a product of “sola
scriptura,” and as a Reformed
church it must keep reforming
to follow the scriptures better.
Much like the debate over slavery, Scripture does not condemn
the culture outright, but the
reforming intentions of Scripture are clear. Women are gifted
by the Holy Spirit as leaders
in the church; Christ makes no
distinction between male and
female.The story of our faith is
this: Salvation is for all, baptism is for all, discipleship is
for all, and ministry is for all.
The PCA can no longer deny
women their right to serve the
church in leadership. The PCA
must ordain women as pastors
and elders.
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Discovering stillness
by Juliet Cangelosi

And after the earthquake a
fire, but the Lord was not in
the fire. And after the fire the
sound of a low whisper. - 1
King 19:12 (ESV )
Almost three full years of college have passed by me and yet
I’m just learning the meaning of stillness. I am guilty of
an addiction to movement. A
30-minute lull in my schedule
puts me at ill ease. Desperate for stimulation, my hands
quickly scramble for headphones, my laptop, homework,
or even the nearest friend to
fill the space. Stillness terrifies
me.
Though I’m ashamed to
admit it, I am landlocked to
my iPhone. Over Christmas
break I found myself unable
to sit peacefully in bustling
airport terminals. Instead of
letting my thoughts wander, I

stifled them with Instagram,
Facebook, and email. My
brain could only slow down if
I leaned on my suitcase and
forcibly rested it by falling
asleep.
When I find myself in places
without something to generate
some sort of “movement” or
distraction to cut the stillness,
I can’t help but feel a little
anxious. During semesters, todo lists are endless and time
is limited. Why waste half an
hour sitting in stillness when
I could be catching up with
a friend, reading for class, or
tweeting?
I am sick and overstuffed
with distracting myself. I
frequently forget what stillness is like, that it even exists,
or that it is attainable—even
practical. In moments where I
am forced to soak in stillness,
without anything distracting
within reach, my body slows
down and adjusts. Initially,

thoughts flood and crowd my
brain. Minutes pass as I filter
through what was previously
bottled up. Eventually, I feel a
strong anchoring to the pres-

“I am sick and overstuffed
with distracting myself.
I frequently forget what
stillness is like, that it
even exists, or that it
is attainable—even
practical.”
ent moment—a rare thing for
someone with “endless to-do
lists.” I remember the sensation of breathing deeply and
thoroughly. I notice sounds all
around me that I previously
had not.
The stillness and silence
ensnare and cradle me into
a peaceful state from which
I do not want to be released.
Naturally, it is soon neces-

sary to step out of the stillness
and re-enter the movement of
life. But I do not forget the
importance of stillness. The
impossible task of intentionally setting aside time in the
day for not doing anything
requires a rebelling against my
nature; that is, to move.
The argument for pause is not
a new one. We are wired to
produce, a quality greatly exacerbated by American culture.
Go and do. This is not a call
to surrender all electronics and
social media. Nor is my intention to generate guilt. Rather,
this is a plea for making time
to listen.
God is present in both the
movement and the stillness.
But how will we hear his
gentle whispering if we are
constantly plugging ourselves
up with tasks and distractions
without end? How will we
notice simple moments of his
grace pouring into the pres-

ent if we are always moving
right past them? Sometimes
stillness is a slow, rather than
hasty, walk between classes,
through the soggy aftermath
of rainy days. Sometimes it’s
actually pausing after dinner in
the Great Hall, for a moment
resisting the urge to proceed to
the next task. Sometimes it’s
driving without listening to
music. And sometimes stillness
is weighty pauses in prayer out
of reverence for God.
Sitting and staring off into
space for a little while is actually good. Whatever you do,
do it steadily. Relinquish the
desire to perpetually produce
or be stimulated. Focus on one
simple, single moment. In this,
we discover stillness.

Response to L. Hargreaves, M. Morris, J. Chupp
Dear previous authors of this
dialogue,
I would like to applaud you for
the fervor of your opinions. Now
it’s my turn. I’m here today to
stand for the men of the Covenant student body.
It would seem that guys at
Covenant are very good at taking a beating. There have been
several authors in the past few
weeks who have submitted their
opinions to the Bagpipe who
apparently have a pretty low view
of my Christian brothers here
on campus. I want to stress that
these authors (sometimes) have
legitimate concerns. Men are
sinful creatures, worthy of hell,

and we know it. We struggle, and
we seek to overcome through
the power of Jesus Christ. We
are fully aware of our Christian
duties and our responsibility to
respect and honor our sisters in
Christ.
Let’s address the first issue:
“happy hunting ground.” Here is
where we find the basis for the
second half of the title of this article. How about we let go of our
petty grudges, realize that this
was in the land of yesteryear, and
finally forget about something
that had so little consequence
that the majority of the student
body is wondering why people
are still writing about it. In fact,
I can’t believe I’m writing about

it. Moving on.
In defense of my brothers, our
natural instinct if anything is to
protect, not to claim. We do not
wish every girl as our own. In
fact, many of us are just as hopelessly romantic as females, waiting for the perfect one to show
up. We wish nothing less than
to give all of you the respect and
honor that you deserve. The next
question is, do you deserve it?
We have been the subject of
much scrutiny and have turned
the other cheek the majority
of the time. I believe that I can
speak for the entire male half of
the student body that we would
appreciate a break. Please and
thank you.

It is more than a little insulting to think that the very thing
that you are crying out against
is perfectly obvious in your own
writing. It is a double-standard:
You hold us in scrutiny and distrust yet fail to realize that you
are doing what you condemn.
I would like to ask Ms.
Hargreaves to reconsider her
stance because I find it probable that she is generalizing the
male student body based upon a
sample of a few, when we are in
reality a much larger group. Also,
the second article in this series
by Ms. Chupp and Ms. Morris
states that “sometimes men act
like pigs,” and I would like to
again say that not all of us are
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pig-men. I’m not a pig-man. At
least I hope not.
Lastly I want to stress that we
guys at Covenant love you girls,
and not in a nasty, pig-man way.
We try to respect you, we try to
love you, and we try to honor
you. So quit blaming us! Let’s
avoid dehumanizing, as Ms.
Chupp and Ms. Morris suggested.
Bottom line: We love you
girls, and give us some credit
when it comes to relationships
and all that. We may not always
act correctly, but we are actively
pursuing Christ in our efforts to
love you. Now let’s go seek that
kingdom.
-Matt Reiter
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Scots baseball preview
by C. Rollins & P. Wilkerson

“I stepped into the box with only
one thing on my mind: get a hit. I
swung at the first pitch and drove
it into left field and after that
everything just went silent. It was
surreal,” said freshman Braeden
Lane, after his first baseball game
as a Covenant Scot.
This spring’s baseball season is looking up for the Scots.
The team opened up this season strong last Saturday with a
double-header sweep of Berea
College.
In the first game, Lane pinch
hit with the score tied 3-3 in
extra innings and hit a walk-off
single that scored sophomore
Scott Gillespie.

Gillespie ended the day with
four hits and a stolen base.
“With all the hard work our
guys put in during the offseason,”
Gillespie said, “we are set up to
have a big year.”
This year the Scots’ baseball
team has a predominant number
of young players. There was only
one senior and two juniors who
started for the Scots last weekend.
The outfield returns intact from
last year’s squad with juniors David Lockwood and Chris Rollins
and sophomore Scott Gillespie.
The infield also remains largely
intact from last year with sophomores K.C. Simons and Will
Cleland occupying the middle infield, and defensive wizard senior
Sterling Witt at first base.

This season’s two holes are at
third base and catcher. Last year’s
third baseman, James Rollins,
left a big role to fill, having been
named Mid-East Regional Player
of the Year. Filling in his rather
large shoes is freshman Perry
Rigby. Perry, a Division 1 transfer from University of Alabama
at Birmingham, looks up to the
task already, as he homered in
the second game of his Covenant
career. As for the position of
catcher, sophomore Reid Pope’s
defense and calm demeanor will
fit in nicely.
The Scots will also be looking
for major contributions from the
bats of freshmen Braeden Lane
and Patrick Sanderson.
Lockwood, who has a career

.342 average for the Scots and 31
doubles, said, “We have all the
tools, so the sky is the limit this
year. Lord willing, we can put
it all together and have a great
season.”
The Scots lost most of their
pitching from last year’s team, but
their replacements who twirled a
shutout in game 2 against Berea
will be up to the task. The staff
is anchored by sophomores Alec
Mitchell, Micah Mabe, and Keith
Rice. Freshmen Garrett Kriston
and Alhanon Miller will also see
time in the starting rotation. Despite their young age the pitching
staff has all the talent to have a
spectacular season.
Mitchell noted, “This young
pitching staff has a lot of poten-
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tial to carry the team a long way.”
The backbone of the team will
be their heavy hitting lineup that
looks to beat last year’s mark of
22 home runs. They have plenty
of thumpers who will keep the
games fun to watch.
“The most important thing for
us will be taking care of the little
things both on and off the field,
said junior Paul Phillips. “If we
do that the rest will take care of
itself.”
The Scots, who have one of the
most beautiful baseball fields in
America, (thanks to Coach Kleinmann) play at home next Friday
at 2 p.m. against Emory and
Henry, and then a double-header
on Saturday starting at noon.

