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My Cha
party

by Garrison Dale

by Mary Grace Stocker

Last week, Covenant hosted Dr. J.
Kameron Carter of Duke Divinity
School as a part of the ongoing academic lecture series. Dr. Carter’s
lectures explored the complexity of
race, gender, and nationality and
their relationships with Christian
theology.
“I want to try to untie the knot
of the Christian identity,” said
Carter. “At its best, Christianity
knows that seeing the otherness
of the other is a sight of joy and
redemption. At its worst, Christianity has promoted a vision of
homogeneity where the other
becomes the enemy.”
Carter’s work primarily addresses issues of Christology and
theological anthropology. At Duke
Divinity, he teaches courses on
theology and black church studies. Currently, Carter is working
on a collection of essays called
“The Postracial Blues,” which will
feature content delivered in his
lectures here at Covenant.
Professor of Theological Studies
Kelly Kapic and Professor of History Jay Green are responsible for
Continued on page 2News

This past Friday, the new “My
Cha Party Series” was launched
in downtown Chattanooga. My
Cha is a fun, creative, and eclectic meetup that seeks to tackle
problems facing the city, both
big and small.
The first My Cha was held on
the 4th floor of the downtown
Chattanooga Public Library
on Feb. 1, 2013. The event was
styled after “pecha kucha”—
international public design
events—but with a DJ, great
food and collaboration. Four
local thought leaders in design
(Paul Rustand), development
(Tim Moreland), entrepreneurship (Dr. George Yu) and
education (Dr. Elaine Swafford)
took the stage and presented
20 compelling slides—one
slide every 20 seconds—to talk
about their ideas that bridge the
Chattanooga of today with the
Chattanooga of tomorrow. The
presenters were informative, but
the real collaborative aspect of
the event followed the presentations.
Continued on page 3News

Students represent debt burden on graduation day

John Batchelor

Cost of higher education
by Bethany Daniels

The enormous cost of higher education in America today begs the
question: how much is too much?
With tuition rising about 8 percent
per year, according to SureVest Capital Management, taking out loans
for post-secondary education has
become the norm.
“I have $20,000 in student loan
debt,” said senior English major Andrew Mollenkof. “Obviously, that’s
a lot of money, but I knew school
would be this expensive coming in.
These days it seems like that’s just the

price of a good education.”
In March 2012, the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau reported
that student loan debt in America
passed the $1 trillion mark, surpassing both credit card and auto loan
debt. Unemployment rates for people
under age 25 are considered a big
factor in the increase of defaults for
student loans. In a study released Jan.
30, TransUnion reported that half of
student loan accounts are in deferred
status, a temporary delay in repayment of the principal and interest.
“I could talk about student loans
and the need for more forgiveness

programs or other options for hours,”
said alumnus Claire Settle (’11). “But
at the end of the day, I wish I had
been better advised on the results of
taking out more and more student
loans. Answering some multiple
choice questions from the FAQs for
the Stafford program didn’t prepare
or teach me that I would be paying
nearly half my salary each month just
to stay on top of payments.”
An independent, non-profit
organization called the Institute for
College Access & Success (TICAS)
provides data in their “Project on
Student Debt” which they hope will
Continued on page 2News
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Academic lectures
Continued from front page

recruiting academic lecturers.
“We try to mix things up in
terms of voices that would be
familiar with our community and
tradition, and voices that come
from outside our tradition,” said
Kapic. “We want to celebrate
God’s good creation, we want to
appreciate our tradition, but we
also want to be open to having
weaknesses in our own views of
things exposed, and we want to be
engaged with real discussions that
extend beyond this mountain.”

Cost of higher edu.
Continued from front page
“increase public understanding of
rising student debt and the implications for our families, economy, and
society.” According to a press release
in October 2012, the class of 2011
graduated with an average of $26,600
in student loan debt, up 5 percent
from 2010.
“Loans can be useful tools, but
they can be abused. Some days I’m
glad I borrowed so much, and other
days I wish I had a time machine,”
alumnus Austin Humbles (’11)
reflected on his experience. “I try
to focus on the fact that I got a
good education at Covenant and
made some lifelong connections
there. I’ve been blessed with steady
employment since I graduated and
have been able to keep up with my
monthly payments. Not everyone is
so fortunate.”
For the 2011-2012 academic year,
59 percent of Covenant students
took on student loan debt, according
to Director of Institutional Research Karen Nelson. But Covenant
students are also borrowing less than

The lecture series is meant
to raise difficult questions that
Covenant’s tradition may have
overlooked.
“Sometimes one of the greatest
gifts folks can give us is the gift
of good questions—asking new
or fresh questions that we have
neglected,” said Kapic. “We should
not belittle the value of honest
questions.”
Two years ago, Kapic asked
Carter to lecture at Covenant.
Kapic became interested in
Carter’s work after reading his
book Race: A Theological Account.
“It is a provocative book, filled
the national average and, according
to the 2008 Council for Christian
Colleges & Universities (CCCU)
Financial Aid Survey, 25 percent less
than other Christian colleges. The
average loan debt for Covenant’s
class of 2011 was $21,853, compared
to $27,375 which CCCU reports is
the average debt for other Christian
schools.
“I feel somewhat uneasy about my
student loan debt, but I also think
my education has been worth it,” said
senior Leah Klett, Resident Assistant
of the student apartments.
Statistics from the Bureau of
Labor support Klett’s affirmation
of the worth of her investment in
higher education, and provide college students the opportunity for a
small sigh of relief. Historically, the
unemployment rate has been higher
for people who have less than a bachelor’s degree, and those numbers have
remained steady despite growing
fear of unemployment after graduation from a post-secondary institution. The rate of unemployment for
college graduates is at 3.7 percent,
compared to the unemployment rate
of 12 percent for students who did
not complete high school.

with insightful criticism, and
its publication created a lot of
debate,” said Kapic. “We invite
speakers to come to Covenant, not
because we endorse everything
they have written or will say when
here, but sometimes we invite
them so they can stretch us.”
Special Programs and Mentoring Coordinator Christiana
Fitzpatrick was also aware of
Carter’s work. Last year, at the
Wheaton Theological Conference,
she heard about a summer class
Carter was offering at Indiana
Wesleyan Seminary on the life and
work of Dietrich Bonhoeffer. She
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had read Carter’s book and was
interested to hear his perspective
on Bonhoeffer. Indiana Wesleyan
agreed to allow Fitzpatrick to
audit Carter’s week-long class. She
joined a group of 15 students at
the seminary for Carter’s lectures.
“Dr. Carter’s class on Bonhoeffer dealt with what it means to
interact with others in a way that
sees the image of God in them,”
said Fitzpatrick. “It was about
recognizing the dynamics of power
but being willing to set them aside
so that we can truly embrace one
another through the mediation of
Jesus.”

The summer class’s major points
were covered in Carter’s lecture
given at Covenant called “Bonhoeffer’s (and Our) Postracial
Blues.”
“It was a delight to have Dr.
Carter here for a few days,” said
Kapic. “Sometimes upon reflection we grow more confident in
some of our views, but sometimes
we see holes in our arguments and
assumptions. In the end, our goal
is always to worship the true God,
and we want to test everything
according to Scripture.”

The Atlantic

Derek Thompson of The Atlantic
encourages students who are pursuing a bachelor degree with these
conclusions: “People who don’t go
to college have an unemployment
rate well above the national average.

Those who graduate from college are
more likely to have a job, more likely
to earn a higher wage, and more
likely to have the skills and experience that employers go to the labor
market to buy. Bachelor’s degrees

correlate with more, better-paid jobs,
and three out of five workers today
don’t have one. It’s hard to see why
we should beg that number to fall.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
“I have been objectified before—unfortunately, not by women.”
-Professor Jeff Morton in Art and Criticism
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My Cha party

Continued from front page
While DJFLUX308 spun vinyl, audience members were told
to meet someone new and share
each other’s hopes for the city’s
future. This continued until the
whole room was buzzing with
ideas for Chattanooga.
“My faith is reconfirmed in
the progressive aspect of what
draws intellectual people to
Chattanooga,” said Stratton
Tingle, Account Executive at the
Chattanooga Area Chamber of
Commerce. “The entrepreneurial
and intellectual talent that is in
this room right now is basically
blowing my mind.”
Chattanooga, once known as
the dirtiest city in the United

States, has changed its face over
the years all because of innovative community members.
Enoch Elwell, CO.LAB Program Director and Co-Founder
of the Creative Citizenship
Movement said, “Young people
are teaming up with other community leaders to find innovative
ways to solve problems and are
making them happen all because
Chattanooga is a collaborative
place where people are willing to
try new ideas. The My Cha event
is just one example of the collaborative efforts that are going
on to encourage creativity in the
community.”
“Events like this are what
plant the seed for things to
come in Chattanooga,” said Luis
Rodriguez, owner of Tennes-

News: 3

see Bouldering Authority and a
middle school teacher at Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy. “Sharing visions for the city
catapults ideas into public space
and ultimately has the ability to
make things happen. So it’s really great to have this event happen in Chattanooga, and I hope
many more are to come.”
Covenant College senior
Grant Gelderman, who attended
My Cha, said, “Even though it
is hard for Covenant students
to get involved in Chattanooga,
especially if they plan on staying for only four years, I think
it’s helpful for students to go to
events like this in order to see
the process of city development.
At the very least, students attending events like this will see

strategies for networking that
can be helpful wherever they go
after Covenant.”
“There are a ton of opportunities for young people to get
involved,” said Elwell. “All they
need to do is be willing and to
start asking how they can help
and how they can change things.
In Chattanooga they will be
heard and be able to make a difference.”
To find out more information about
My Cha and other events visit:
www.facebook.com/mychattanooga
www.facebook.com/the4thfloorchattlibrary
www.facebook.com/thecompanylab

Feature: Dr. Hans Madueme
Covenant’s Biblical and Theological
Studies Department has added a
new and unique face this academic
year: Dr. Hans Madueme, Assistant
Professor of Theological Studies.
Though Dr. Madueme is of the
Nigerian Igbo ethnic group, he has
lived in six different countries. Madueme was born in Sweden, then
briefly lived in Nigeria, but was
raised mainly in Vienna, Austria,
where his father was a professor of
physics. He and his three younger
siblings grew up learning English,
German, French, and some Igbo.
At age 10, Madueme began attending boarding school in Canterbury,
England, where he stayed until age
17. He recalled their very British prep
uniforms, complete with pinstripe
trousers and winged collars, as well as
the mischief he and his friends caused.
“We had nicknames for locals,”
chuckled Madueme. “If you were a
man from the village, we called you
Kevin, and if you were a woman, we
called you Sharon. They returned the
favor and called us penguins because
of how we were dressed.”
Though he grew up in a nominally Christian home, Madueme
would not become a believer until
college. Every two years, his family
went on summer home-leave back

to Nigeria. His Nigerian relatives were mostly Pentecostal, and
would often come together to pray.
“Sometimes the adults would
pick on one of the kids to lead in
prayer, which was scary because
my family didn’t know how,” said
Madueme. “My cousins in Nigeria
knew how to pray, which was super intimidating to us. I remember
my siblings and I would write out
these long prayers and memorize
them just in case we were picked.”
By the time college rolled
around, Madueme’s parents were
working in Toronto, Canada.
Madueme attended McGill University in Montreal, with plans of
continuing on to medical school.
After his freshman year, Madueme and his family returned
to Nigeria for the summer. For
a time, he stayed with an aunt,
away from the rest of his family. It
was that summer that Madueme
would come to know Christ.
“My aunt and her family had
devotions, so I would participate with
them,” he recalled. “All this time,
at the boarding school, we had had
prayers before meals, morning assembly, and the Canterbury cathedral
was right there, but i never understood the Gospel. But that summer

with my aunt and her family was
when my eyes were opened, and the
Lord brought me to himself.”
Returning to McGill as a new
Christian had its difficulties, but Madueme was excited to grow in his faith.
Still on the pre-med track, Madueme went to Howard University in
Washington, D.C. At Howard, Madueme began to further wrestle with
his faith and became increasingly
interested in theology and doctrine.
“Sitting in psychiatry class, I started wrestling with faith and learning
issues,” he said. “I began questioning
how the doctrine of sin could connect to what I was learning.”
Madueme began reading up on
different theologians while in med
school, and realized he was gradually being drawn in by theology.
He continued on to residency in
internal medicine at Mayo Clinic
in Rochester, MN, but after one
year there, questioned whether his
calling was truly in medicine.
“For Africans, in terms of what
professions you want your kids to
be in, it’s either medicine, law, or
engineering, and everything else is
irrelevant,” he said. “I’m the firstborn, so this was not a cool thing
to be thinking about switching!”
Much to the chagrin of his par-

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

ents, Madueme decided to pursue
theology. He finished up residency
at Mayo, but then went to Trinity
Evangelical School in Deerfield, IL,
where he earned his doctorate in
systematic theology.
At Trinity, Madueme met his
wife, Shelley, after responding
negatively to an article she had
written for the school newspaper.
They married in 2007, and had a
baby boy, Caleb, in June 2012.
Madueme was offered a teaching
job at Covenant through connections with a friend from seminary,
who had been a colleague of history
professor Jay Green. He and his
wife moved to Flintstone, GA, and
are adjusting to life in a new place
with a new job and a baby. Life
is full and busy, but Madueme is
enjoying his first year at Covenant.
“There’s honestly something
magical about Covenant and this
community. It’s shocking the
number of grads who stay and live
in the area,” said Madueme. “I’ve
never seen that.
You hear about other Christian college grads who have left
the faith or end up in a different
place, whereas at Covenant, there’s
something you receive that sticks
with you. That’s really special.”
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Have you seen it?
nflximg.com

by Alia Hollback

As an overbooked second semester
senior, I have taken to watching
a movie every night as a way of
rewarding myself for making it
through the day. In the process, I
have come across several delightful
films that I probably wouldn’t have
otherwise seen. Here are 5 films
that you may not have seen, but
should.
Bernie (2011) – Based on a true
story, Bernie tells the tale of a
sweeter-than-honey mortician
of the same name ( Jack Black).
A beloved member of his small
Texas town, Bernie comforts the
bereaved and contributes all of
his time and energy towards the
good of his community. When an
old, cranky woman named Mrs.
Nugent (Shirley MacLaine) loses
her husband, Bernie attempts to
comfort her. Though Mrs. Nugent
is known for being downright
evil, Bernie succeeds in breaking through to her and the two
become inseparable. When Mrs.
Nugent’s body is found in a freezer
and Bernie confesses to the crime,

weeatfilms.com

no one can believe he is guilty.
I was really very surprised by
how much I enjoyed this film.
From all I had seen of him previously, I was pretty sure the only
character Jack Black knew how
to play was Jack Black. However, Black gives an amazing
performance as Bernie, bringing
a gentleness and subtlety to the
character I didn’t know he was
capable of. This is an excellent
film made all the more heart
wrenching because it is based on
a true story. If you don’t believe
me, ask Rotten Tomatoes. They
gave it a 91%.
Adventureland (2009) – Anyone who has ever had a crappy
summer with a thankless job and
tumultuous personal relationships
will get this movie. Starring Jesse
Eisenberg and Kristen Stewart,
Adventureland is a movie I wish I
hadn’t seen just so I could go back
and have the joy of discovering it
all over again. The plot is nothing
spectacular—a twenty-something
fresh out of college can’t find a
job so he gets work at a B grade
amusement park—but the themes

Listal.com

3.bp.blogspot.com

Lascreenwriter.files.wordpress.com

are timeless. If you are an aimless
twenty-something and life isn’t
going your way, you will fall in
love with this film.

are very true to how actual family
dynamics work. Everybody’s Fine
has a bittersweet ending, but it
leaves you feeling satisfied.

powerful look at how pain can be
turned into something constructive when you offer yourself to
help someone else.

Everybody’s Fine (2009) – I don’t
know how it managed it, but
Everybody’s Fine captures the relationship between an aging parent
and his adult children perfectly.
Starring Robert De Niro, Drew
Barrymore and Kate Beckinsale, Everybody’s Fine is a perfect
snapshot of the difference between
how a parent thinks they raised
their children and the effects that
upbringing actually had on the
children. When all four of his
grown kids bail out on a reunion,
Frank (De Niro) decides he’s going to go visit all of them instead.
The movie follows Frank as he
travels from one city to another
to visit his children. One by one
he discovers that the artist, the
dancer, the advertising executive,
and the conductor are really a drug
addict, a waitress, an executive
in the middle of a divorce, and a
percussionist. The sibling relationships and the “don’t tell dad” mentality of the four adult children

Welcome to the Rileys (2010) – Yes,
there are two Kristen Stewart
films in this list, but if you will
open your minds and put down
your pitchforks you might discover
that Welcome to the Rileys is a film
worth seeing. Grieving the loss of
his daughter, Doug ( James Gandolfini) finds himself at a business
conference in New Orleans when
his path crosses with a 16-year-old
runaway named Mallory (Kristen Stewart) who is working as a
stripper. In spite of himself and for
a reason he can’t quite explain, he
begins attempting to help Mallory
pull her life together. Eventually
Doug’s wife, Lois (Melissa Leo)
also winds up in New Orleans and
the united efforts of trying to help
Mallory springboard attempts for
Doug and Lois to patch up a marriage that has been on the rocks
since the death of their daughter.
Though it takes the slow, meandering path common to independent films, Welcome to the Rileys is a

Kramer vs. Kramer (1979) – An
old classic starring Dustin Hoffman and Meryl Streep, Kramer
vs. Kramer is the most true to life
look at the effects of divorce I have
ever seen. Hoffman’s character has
a tremendous arch in which he has
to figure out how to be a father after being consumed by his job before his wife left him. We see Ted
(Hoffman) and his son Billy ( Justin Henry) struggling to learn how
to live with each other and the
pain of knowing they have been
abandoned. I had heard this film
was a tearjerker, but I managed to
remain dry-eyed until near the end
of the film. At the moment when
Ted tells his son that his mother
(Streep) has been awarded custody,
Billy chokes through his sobs, “If
I don’t like it, can I come home?”
And the Grinch’s heart grew three
sizes that day…
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In conversation with Brian Jobe
by Calvin Cummings

As of January 10th, Kresge
became home to a new, interactive exhibit by Knoxville artist
Brian Jobe. The work features
four pieces using different types
of industrial material.
Jobe teaches at three different community colleges in the
Knoxville and Oak Ridge, TN,
area and spends much of his
commute on many interstate
highways that weave throughout these cities. This commute
has been one of his points of
inspiration.
“The regularity of elements
placed in sequence suggests a
tactile rhythm,” Jobe explains
in his artist statement. “Within
gallery installations, the context
of site plays a key role in the
final structural configuration.
Using a core material list, outdoor landscape interventions
are an essential way to achieve
a visual, physical tempo.”
Jobe spent a time in conversation with students, facilitated
by Professor Jeff Morton, on

January 16th, and explained his
desire to bring people into a
repetitive, sequenced environment.
“As we know, a lot has happened to
contemporary
art in the last
50 years,” said
Jobe. “I think
part of what
you’re asked
when you enter this gallery
is a question
of space. Even
if it’s still flat
work on the
wall, there’s
still a dialogue
that didn’t use
to be expected.”
During the
January 16th conversation,
Morton asked questions, usually in follow up from something Jobe said, and Jobe would
answer. Jobe made clear his
concern with people and space.
He wants to engage with both

the space in the gallery and the
spaces people inhabit, work,
and live in everyday as well as
the people who make and view
art.

“Galleries are places of conversation. That’s always a starting point for me with my work.
I want to start a visual conversation with the visitor and the
space,” Jobe told Morton.
Jobe’s work is an explora-

tion of material, and Morton
asked him to explain his view
of medium.
“I would argue that you could
list space as material. It’s a
physical thing
that you can
manipulate.
Part of what’s
happened
in the last
50 years, for
sculptors at
least, is that
every material is on the
table,” answered Jobe.
“That’s not a
freedom artists
have felt much
before. There
Christiana Schuman was a turn
where the material list included human hair
and chocolate and bone dust,
things that you don’t normally
associate with art material. So,
if those things are on the table,
then it’s really freeing for an
artist when they enter a studio.

I really can make anything out
of anything.”
Jobe’s work will be up on the
second floor of the library in
the art gallery until February
17th.
Final words from Jobe: “I
believe that art is for people.
Having lived in New York for a
year and watching some artists
make work for insiders and
inside conversation that’s only
for people of a certain intellectual level, I found that work to
be kind of empty and limited.
I believe work that is remembered and art that you would
find in a text of art history
is work that’s resonated with
everybody, or has the potential
to resonate with everybody. I’m
concerned with whether or not
there’s like a visual hook when
you walk in the room. Knowing
nothing about my artist statement, can you have some sort
of wisdom or sense of being
drawn to certain places when
you see my work?”

Debauchery, Jack Daniel’s, and glitter
by Greg Steele

The path to becoming a cultural
icon in the 21st century is tenuous. A star has to combine the
right amount of weird, outrageous, and mainstream to be able
to secure a solid following. Ke$ha
has achieved that balance and
skyrocketed to fame. Catchy beats,
melodies, and lyrics combined
with an outrageous stage persona
has led to millions of fans across
the world screaming her songs at
the top of their lungs with their
car stereos. Following the trend of
other young celebrities like Justin
Bieber, Ke$ha published a memoir
in 2012 to document her meteoric
rise. Against my better judgement,

I decided to Interlibrary Loan a
copy via Tom Horner and try to
understand this enigmatic character who happens to sing my guilty
pleasure music.
The book opens with a fullspread picture of a toddler Kesha
Sebert covered in body paint,
complete with a dollar sign. This
image sets the tone for a book
with more pictures of body paint
and glitter than words. The memoir is more of a photojournalistic
project with some commentary
than a true autobiography. The
photographic bent suits Ke$ha,
and seems to give a more complete
picture of her life.
The text’s tone alternates
between ridiculous and thoughtful.

On one page she writes, “[Glitter’s] also useful: when you have
glitter on and you make out with
someone, it stays on the person for
days. It’s like marking your territory.” Then, on another, she muses,
“[...]though I am still wild and
fun loving, I’ve grown over the last
few years[...]Like everyone else in
the world I have fears and doubts,
but to me a warrior is someone
who can overcome anything.”
What would seem inconsistent for
any other person seems perfectly
normal for Ke$ha, and her juxtaposition of lechery and poignance
flows naturally.
Writing is Ke$ha’s escape from
being an adrenaline junkie. When
on tour, she never stops, some-

times not sleeping for days. She’s
too busy hang gliding, skydiving,
or partying drunk to have time
to sleep. But when she returns to
the studio, she throws herself into
her writing, which seems to be
her way of processing her crazy
life on the road. For example, she
struggles through her desire to
return to the days when she was
a broke waitress trying to make it
in L.A. in the song “Wonderland,”
and lays out her life philosophy in
the song “Die Young.” Throughout the book, Ke$ha shies away
from slowing down to think about
what she is doing in her life, yet
her songs seem to say what she is
unwilling to admit to herself in
any other medium.

By the end of the book, the
reader is left with a picture of the
ultimate oxymoron. Ke$ha is a
career-driven party animal and an
ambitious slacker. Her music is her
life and she works hard at it, but
none of it seems to be about the
money. She’s thrilled that “when
some people see the dollar sign,
they don’t just think about money,
they also think about debauchery,
Jack Daniel’s, and glitter.” She
basks in sleaziness and a unique
sense of professionalism. Her
willingness to open up gives her
readers a revealing look into the
contradiction that she describes as
“my crazy, beautiful life.”

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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Taxes & fiscal brinkmanship: Part II
by Matt Bristley

Last week I briefly outlined some
recent history of taxation in the
United States. This week I would
like to make a few comments on
tax policy and point out a few
principles that could guide us going forward.
Taxes are necessary because the
government is necessary. The government needs money to perform
functions of public safety, social
coordination, and defense that no
other organization or entity can
properly fulfill. Consequently, I
would agree with Ms. Dove in
her article a few weeks back that
taxes are a good thing. However,
what’s before us (well, really it’s
before Congress) is not a question of whether we should have
taxes at all, as she implied in her
article; rather it’s a question of
how those taxes should be spent
and whether it is necessary to
raise more.
Here’s our situation: We’re
struggling to get out of a recession. Our economy’s growth is

sluggish at best, and in the fourth
quarter of last year, the economy
actually shrank (if initial data are
accurate). Unemployment is still
high, and many industries are still
highly vulnerable.
In this situation, it would be
a terrible idea to
raise taxes. Why?
Because it sucks
money out of the
economy that
otherwise would
be promoting
growth. Instead
of having money
to buy a bike for
their son, Mr. and
Mrs. Smith use
that money to pay
their taxes. The bike manufacturer
then doesn’t have the money it
would have had from the sale,
which means it can’t invest in
another factory in Peoria, Illinois,
which would have provided a
job for Mr. Jones, who now can’t
afford to get his car fixed, which
means the car mechanic doesn’t

have as much money, and so on it
goes. Whenever you take money
out of the economy, it has farreaching effects. We should be
very careful when we allow our
government to do so, because it

stifles growth.
But, you may say, doesn’t the
government take that money and
put it back into the economy and
even make more jobs that way?
Yes, sometimes it does. The government creates jobs for soldiers,
for FBI agents, and for diplomats.
It spends money on education,

healthcare, and public safety.
But the reality is that it already
has enough money to spend on
these things to get the job done
admirably. And it also spends
money on worthless projects, like
the never-ending
planning of a highspeed railway in
my home state of
California, which
has sucked up millions of dollars in
taxpayers’ money
without laying a
single track. Thus
the problem is not
how much we’re
taxing, but how
and in what ways
Nytimes.com
we’re spending.
We can’t spend on whatever we
want and then tax the productive
economy to pay for it—that kills
growth.
But, you may say, why can’t we
just tax the rich people? Great
question. The thing about rich
people is that (by and large) they
don’t sit around with sacks of

money underneath their pillows.
They invest their money (either
directly through the stock market
or indirectly through the banks
in which they store their money)
in companies that create jobs. So
when you take away money from
these people, you’re really taking
away money that could have been
invested in creating more jobs—
jobs for everyone from engineers
to welders to accountants to
sandwich artists.
Now, I’m not saying that we
shouldn’t tax anyone, or that the
rich deserve to keep all their
millions. On the contrary, I think
they should be taxed (a lot), but I
think we need to do so carefully
and thoughtfully, considering that
we’re affecting a larger system
here. The system touches all of
us—as the Washington Post recently pointed out, families making $50,000 a year will see their
payroll taxes go up by $1,000 this
year. That’s a lot of money that
could be paying for bikes, car
repairs, factories, and yes, jobs.

But what we don’t realize is that
we’ve just dehumanized pig-man,
and labeled all men. Generalizations instantly create distance
and suspicion between two sides.
Second, by virtue of going to
a small Christian school where
everyone knows something
about everybody, we talk about
each other. A lot. And the most
interesting things to gossip
about are romantic relationships,
particularly the dramatic ones. In
our tightly isolated social setting,
these relationships become iconic
representations of Covenant
culture. This spawns more stereotypes—the most regrettable being “Marriage Mill on the Hill.”
We repeat these decades-old
stereotypes every time someone

asks, “What’s Covenant like?”
because Freshman year our Oteam leader said Covenant’s like
a shoe repair factory—it takes
you in, mends your sole, and
sends you out in pairs. We think
that saying it makes it so. Then,
every time we see a diamond
ring on facebook, we say, “See?
It’s true!” even if the majority of
our friends are healthily single.
Third, Ms. Hargreaves rightfully condemns the “hunting
ground” stereotype, saying, “It’s
as though when guys see a pretty
girl, their natural instinct is to
want to ‘claim’ that beautiful
‘thing’ for their own.” We have
three responses to this. First,
this isn’t men’s natural instinct,
but their sinful instinct, and a

universal (male and female) one.
It’s very disappointing when
we’re treated disrespectfully,
whether for our good looks or
our aesthetic flaws. It hurts. A
lot. But, second, this behavior is
sharply discouraged by both men
and women at Covenant. Part
of the reason behind the uproar
about the “hunting ground” was
that it was such an inaccurate
characterization of our actual
relationships. Third, this behavior
has nothing to do with marriage.
Yes, couples have to deal with
lust. But it’s important not to use
“treating women as objects” and
“wanting to marry women” as if
they’re the same thing.
In conclusion, stereotypes
and objectifying behavior are

dehumanizing. One way to
avoid dehumanizing people is
to get to know them. A man
shouldn’t shun the society of
every beautiful woman, and a
woman shouldn’t lock up her
heart because sometimes men act
like pigs. We’re supposed to be
friends with each other, forgiving
one another for the stupid things
we do and enjoying the blessings
of male-and-female platonicand-romantic company. Ladies,
don’t allow a guy to disrespect
you, but also don’t let his behavior influence your relationships
with other men. Men like our
guy friends, for instance. They
rock.

Response to “Seek ye first”
by J. Chupp & M. Morris

We’re all about encouraging
healthy relationships between
men and women. Last week
in her article “Seek Ye First
the Kingdom of God,” Linnea
Hargreaves offered one approach,
and while we don’t disagree with
her intentions, we want to take a
very different track.
First, it’s easy to fall into “us/
them” language when we feel
we’re being objectified. For example, when some guy yells obscene suggestions at my friends
and me out the window of his
pickup truck, I roll my eyes and
say, “Ugh! Men are pigs!” and
my girls say, “Yes, men are pigs,”
and it’s gratifying. It feels true.
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Why I write Opinions articles
by Austin Shelton

I consider the Opinions section of the Bagpipe to be the
liveliest section. Sometimes the
opinions expressed are more
extreme or antagonistic than
I would like. Despite this, I
still enjoy reading other people
banter back and forth or enlighten us to their thoughts on
a certain subject.
But can I level with you all
for a minute? I am terrified of
writing opinion articles. “But
Austin,” you might say, “you’ve
written several opinion pieces!
Admittedly a few of them were
sub-par, but on the whole you
did a good job expressing your
opinion on a number of subjects both clearly and in a manner that hasn’t earned you the
ire of the general public.”
Well thanks, pseudo-encouraging stranger. But while

the finished product may look
reasonable and vaguely interesting, what the reader doesn’t
see is the inner turmoil that
accompanied each and every piece, even something as
insignificant as that Pinterest
for Men thing turned out to
be. Sometimes for days before
I would actually write and submit them, I would go through
a long internal dialogue over
whether it was actually worth it
to write at all.
Why all this worrying?
Well, a lot of it has to do with
me being an introvert. I know
that it’s becoming kind of hip
to say you’re an introvert, and
I hope it doesn’t end up being a tired old phrase worn
out and stripped of meaning
by being applied to everyone
who exhibits even modest
anti-social behavior. I do not
fall in this category, and I am

not kidding when I say that
I would be more comfortable
sitting at home with tea and a
book for days than talking to
most of you in person. Please
don’t take that the wrong way;
it’s not you, it’s me. As you
may have guessed, an extension
of this is my overwhelming
desire to avoid conflict, in most
forms. I don’t mind watching
presidential debates, but the
thought of willingly putting
myself in that spotlight terrifies
me. This desire to stay silent
is part insecurity, part belief
that real agreement is almost
impossible to reach in a debate,
and part fear of retaliation if I
say something upsetting. I get
the impression that people who
regularly write opinion articles
probably don’t have these kinds
of qualms.
But hold on a minute, this
article is supposed to be about

why I write opinion articles,
not the myriad reasons why I
wouldn’t. So why do I do it?
The short answer is that it is
good for me. If I followed my
inclinations I would have very
few friends, and I would communicate with most people by
tweet or email. But that’s not
a healthy way to live, and I
recognize that.
The long answer is that
despite my misgivings, I do feel
like I have interesting things to
say, and I believe that I can say
most of them in an educated
and reasonable way. I feel that
I can do this because of the
medium through which I am
communicating. I would hate to
be on the debate team, where
everybody can see me as I
defend my position and I have
a limited amount of time to
make sure I am right and form
a coherent argument. That is

not how I operate, and I do not
feel that I am at my best when
put in situations like that. The
distance that print and social
media provide is actually more
beneficial to me than anything,
as it gives me both the privacy
and time that my mind needs
to process.
So I suppose the moral
of the story is this: don’t be
afraid to write opinion articles.
If you’re afraid of sounding
unreasonable or uninformed,
then let that be your motivation to become a micro-expert
on your topic so that you come
off as sensible and not arrogant.
Worst-case scenario: you get
something wrong, and somebody responds with a correction. Hopefully they will do so
in a respectful way. Don’t be
afraid of moderate discussion.
Be afraid of spiders.

pubescent age girls who were not
developing properly.
I was diagnosed at birth with
Turner Syndrome, and have had
to deal with the issues that come
with the condition. Ninety-nine
percent of TS pregnancies will be
miscarried or stillborn. I learned
this fact a couple of years ago. It
brought a whole new meaning to
Psalm 139:13-14, which reads:
“For you formed my inward parts;
you knitted me together in my
mother’s womb. I praise you, for
I am fearfully and wonderfully
made.” I have also learned never to
regret a single day of life, because
statistically I am not supposed to
be alive. Of course I will never be
able to do this perfectly, but when
I remind myself of how blessed I
am, I regain a sense of purpose and

great responsibility for my life. I
feel the need to make something of
myself. I’m not sure what I’m going
to be doing career-wise yet, but I
want it to glorify God and the fact
that I have been blessed with the
gift of life. Although my parents
didn’t tell me that I had TS until
I was ten, I had been going to see
an endocrinologist my whole life. I
was put on growth hormones and
estrogen replacement therapy at age
12 so that I could begin puberty.
I am currently about five feet two
inches (above the normal height for
a girl with Turner’s) because of the
growth hormones worked so well.
At first I hated giving myself the
shots and taking pills for estrogen
replacement, but it soon became a
normal part of life. At about age 15,
I finally quit the growth hormone

shots, but I will be doing estrogen
replacement for most of my life.
Up to this point I have not had
many problems, thanks be to God,
but I know some other girls who
have had to go through a kind of
hell because of it. I am incredibly
blessed! I do have some reservations about the future though: a
lot of women with TS aren’t able
to become pregnant and have their
own children.
In addition to listening to
stories and spreading awareness of
TS, there are a couple of organizations in particular that work
with families dealing with the
syndrome. The first, is the Turner
Syndrome Society of the US—
they work year round to spread
awareness and publish medical
research for treatment of TS. To

stay up to date with what they are
doing, visit their website (turnersyndrome.org). Another institution is Camp Carefree. This is a
summer camp in North Carolina
which has a week of activities for
TS girls and boys with Hemophilia as well as other weeks for kids
with other conditions. They do a
wonderful job at making kids feel
normal, even if it’s just for a week.
I went there for three summers as
a kid, and it was really beneficial
for me to make friends with other
girls with Turner Syndrome.
I’m writing all of this not
because I want pity, but because
it is a part of God working with
me and it would not be fair to me,
the families dealing with Turner
Syndrome, or anyone else to keep
my story to myself.

My life with Mr. Turner
by Emily Cesar

Happy February! Love is in the
air, and this shortest month of the
year, in addition to being “Black
History Month,” has also been
given the title “Turner Syndrome
Awareness Month.” Turner’s
Syndrome is a chromosomal
abnormality that affects about one
in every 2,000 live female births.
It is caused when a sex chromosome is either partially or entirely
missing, which leads to a variety
of physical affects. Some of these
physical affects including puffy
looking hands and feet (otherwise
known as lymphedema), heart and
kidney problems, short stature, and
a variety of other symptoms. The
syndrome is named for Dr. Henry
Turner after he studied a group of

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editor Greg Steele at greg.steele@covenant.edu
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Scots
recap
Women’s Basketball
Record: 10-8 (3-4 in the
GSAC)
Scoring Leaders: Jessika
Blankenship 13.2 ppg, Haley
Soles 10.8 ppg
Rebounding Leaders: Alexis
Storteboom 7.3 rpg, Jessika
Blankenship 7.2 rpg
Next Home Game: Feb. 13
against Agnes Scott, 6 p.m.

March Madness preview
by Peter Wilkerson

With the Super Bowl over,
football season is now officially
behind us. The NBA playoffs are
still months away, so the casual
sports fan’s attention turns to
college basketball. After all,
March Madness is only a month
away. So for those of you who
are just now tuning into college
basketball, here are five things
you need to know:
1. There is no clear-cut #1
team. For the fifth straight week,
a new team is ranked #1 in the
country. This may make it seem
like there are no good teams
this year, but that is far from the
truth. There are just a lot of good
teams this year, and probably

more so than in years past; there
is more parity in college basketball this season. All this goes to
say that come tournament time,
things will be a little more exciting than usual.
2. The Big Ten is the best conference. Indiana beat #1-ranked
Michigan to gain the top spot
this week, but the Big Ten is
absolutely stacked. Indiana and
Michigan are considered elite
teams in the country, but they
are being challenged by the likes
of #10 Ohio State, #12 Michigan
State, and #18 Minnesota.
3. The rise of the mid-major,
which refers to the athletic conferences not among the six major
conferences. There are many
good small schools this year. The

Mountain West is considered
to be the best conference in the
West while the top team in the
West belongs to Gonzaga. In the
Coaches Poll Top 25 there are a
total of six teams from outside
major conferences. But what
speaks most to the strength of
the mid-major is the amount of
dangerous teams that we don’t
even hear about. Come tournament time, be aware of the teams
like Indiana State, Louisiana
Tech, and Akron.
4. Scoring is down this year.
When you start to tune into college basketball, don’t expect high
scores. Defenses are very good
this year, and there is a scarcity
of good scorers this year.
5. And the best player in the

land is… yet to be determined. It
is starting to be a race between
Trey Burke of Michigan and
Doug McDermott of Creighton.
As the point guard for Michigan,
Burke has been sensational in
making fans compare him to a
young Chris Paul. Though power
forward Doug McDermott may
not play on a high profile team,
he might just be the nation’s
best shooter. The 6’7” junior is
averaging 24 ppg while shooting
57 percent from the floor and a
remarkable 51 percent from the
3-point arc. While there may
seem to be many other contenders, the player of the year will
most likely be one of these two
men.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Peter Wilkerson at peter.wilkerson@covenant.edu

Men’s Basketball
Record: 12-8
Scoring Leaders: Colton
McGriff 10.8 ppg, Jon Devries
10.3
Rebounding Leaders: Sam
Bowman 5.0 rpg, Jon DeVries
4.9 rpg
Next Home Game: Feb. 16
against Huntington, 4 p.m.
Tennis
The men’s team opened their
season with a loss to Georgia
Gwinnett College.

