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StuSen
approves
ResLife
position

Sex traffic
in Chatt.
by Kendi Anderson

by Garrison Dale

Last Thursday, Student Senate
approved the addition of a new
residence life position called
the Residence Hall President
(RHP). Starting next semester,
each building will elect a RHP
responsible for voicing the concerns of their dorm-mates to the
Student Senate.
“The Residence Hall Presidents will play a large role in
representing the concerns of
the student body,” said Student Body President Susanna
Griffith. “Since the residence
buildings are such a major part
of the Covenant community, it
makes sense for the buildings
to have a representative to voice
their concerns to the Student
Senate and the administration.”
The RHP will be added to
the existing residence life positions—Resident Assistant (RA)
and Discipleship Coordinator
(DC)—and will replace the Hall
Councils. Student Senate hopes
Continued on page 2News

Scholarship applicants mingle in the Great Hall

Chrisina Schuman

Scholarshipees brave weather
by Molly Kitts

Though there were a variety
of changes, some planned and
others unexpected, Scholarship
Weekend was a success.
Early Friday morning, just
as people were slipping across
the icy campus to classes and
Scholarship Weekend activities,
the state of Tennessee issued a
State of Emergency warning due
to “icy conditions and hazardous
roads” after freezing rain iced
roads across the southeast. Later
that morning, classes at Covenant were cancelled in anticipation of another band of freezing

rain.
The cancellation gave many
students an early weekend,
but for the 220 scholarship
applicants competing for 26
scholarships and the students,
staff, and faculty involved in
Covenant’s annual Scholarship
Weekend, plans had to continue despite the weather.
As the weather worsened, Associate Director of Admissions
Sarah Ocando said that Admissions was concerned “first
and foremost” with “working
hard to make sure everyone was
safe.”
Vice President for Student

Development and Dean of
Students Brad Voyles said that
Student Development and the
Admissions Office worked
closely to communicate delays
and cancellations to visitors.
Admissions also adjusted individual schedules and interviews,
since some faculty members
were not able to come to campus to interview applicants.
Ocando said she was grateful for the help of everyone
involved in making Scholarship
Weekend a success.
“David Northcutt’s team
worked tirelessly to salt the
Continued on page 3News

The first reported case of sex
trafficking in Chattanooga has
recently been documented by authorities. On Feb. 18, a 21-yearold Baltimore woman borrowed
a cell phone in an Applebee’s
restroom off of I-75 on Shallowford Road and called the police.
She had been taken to Knoxville,
NC, and then to Chattanooga,
prostituted by Khari Matthew
“King Black” Troutman, according to the Chattanooga police
report.
The woman told police that
she met Troutman in Silver
Spring, MD, and agreed to work
for him as a prostitute, and in
return he promised to take her
to visit her children who are in
foster care. Troutman kept the
woman longer than agreed upon
and against her will. She was
beaten with marked bruises on
her face, according to the police
report.
The woman said she begged
Troutman to let her eat and he
consented to walk with her to an
Applebee’s restaurant. Here she
was able to go to the restroom
and use someone’s phone to call
the police to report herself as
Continued on page 2News
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ResLife position

Continued from front page
that the RHP will be more effective than the outmoded Hall
Councils because each representative will be elected by the
student body and paid a salary.
The RHP position was conceived in a Student Development staff meeting last semester
in which the staff analyzed the
effectiveness of existing student
leadership positions. The Hall
Councils’ lack of consistent
oversight and organization lead
Student Development to consider alternatives.
Associate Dean of Students
Jonathan Ingraham presented

Sex traffic in Chatt
Continued from front page

a victim of human trafficking.
State law says that someone who
maintains or forces another person into sexual servitude commits sexual trafficking.
The woman was advertised on
Backpage.com, where her ad read,
“You will leave satisfied and wanting to come back for more.” The
Backpage website has a section for
adult entertainment offers and has
many other ads similar to this one.
Sex is typically arranged and sold
to johns, the term used to define
men who use prostitutes, through
sites like these.
Chattanooga Chief of Police
Bobby Dodd told the Chattanooga Times Free Press, “We
monitor local papers. We monitor internet sites. Anything you
can think of where there’s men’s
and women’s services that can be
bought and sold—we monitor
those.”
Until Feb. 18 no case was
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Student Development’s concerns to the Student Senate,
and an Ad Hoc committee was
formed to draft a purpose statement for the new position.
The RHP will be responsible
for representing the concerns
of his or her residence building
on Student Senate, attending
the business portions of the
RA meetings, meeting with
the Resident Director (RD) or
Assistant Resident Director
(ARD), and meeting with the
Coordinator of Student Leadership. Also, the RHP will be
in charge of organizing events
like Carter Christmas, Around
Founders, Mac Movie Night,
and Nacho Fest.

“I believe that the RHP will
help provide a more accurate
representation of the student
body,” said Ingraham. “This
position will allow for specific residence halls to have an
advocate on Senate as well as
allow for better communication
between all leadership positions
as activities and programs are
planned.”
Prior to the development of
the RHP position, a noticeable
gap existed between residence
life leadership positions (RA
and DC) and student life leadership positions (O-Team, Core
Team, Student Senate, Campus
Activities Board, and Diversity
leaders). Student Senate hopes

that the RHP’s regular meetings
with RAs and RDs will further
unify student leadership. The
RHP will serve as a liaison between residence life leaders and
student life leaders, improving
team dynamics and communication.
“I hope it makes residence life
more aware of Senate, Senate
more aware of residence life,”
said Coordinator of Student
Leadership Jessica Anderson.
“My hope is that they will
communicate more frequently
and learn to better utilize each
other.”
During the RHP’s formation,
Anderson served as an advisor
to Student Senate as they dis-

cussed the possibilities for the
new position.
“Students share concerns
about parking, food service, athletics, and practical service on
their halls, but rarely bring their
concerns to the students that
can and want to make changes
on their behalf,” said Anderson. “Having a student senator
whose primary goal is to listen
to and represent the concerns of
their building to Student Senate
will hopefully allow these issues
to be addressed more effectively.”
The RHPs will be elected by
the student body on March 18
and will begin serving on Student Senate next semester.

reported on police record of
anyone being held as a slave
locally. A 2011 study conducted
by the Tennessee Bureau of
Investigation and Vanderbilt
University found that more than
100 people in Hamilton County
were victims of human trafficking and were documented by
social service agencies in Chattanooga. A statewide hotline was
created in October 2011 and, as
of last week, it had only received
28 calls. The lack of calls was
attributed to lack of publicity for
the hotline.
Second Life of Chattanooga
(SLC) co-founded the Greater
Chattanooga Coalition Against
Human Trafficking (GCCAHT)
and is “working to create awareness that drives collaborative
action on the issue of sex trafficking,” said Executive Director
Jerry Redman.
Covenant freshman Haley
Soles, who receives newsletters
from SLC, said, “It is encouraging to know that SLC is here

and involved in our city. They do
a great job raising awareness and
I personally feel more involved
from their newsletters.”
The people who make up SLC
have been aware of the issue of sex
trafficking for the past six years,
and last week’s report of a documented case will not change their
mission, according to Redman.
“This case confirms the need
for us to do what we and our
collaborative partners have been
doing,” said Redman. “We hope
that this reported case helps the
general public take the issue even
more seriously, and that they will
look more closely at how they
can help in this work. Whatever
the scale of trafficking in any
community, no one group or
agency can end it.”
Redman said that the current generation of college-age
students has been dubbed the
Justice Generation.
“My hope for this generation
is that they will prepare themselves through their academic

work to take keys roles in the
fight against trafficking once
they graduate,” Redman said.
“We need students who are
preparing to be doctors, lawyers,
mental health professionals, educators, non-profit leaders, business people, law-enforcement
professionals, clergy, etc. that are
willing to determine now that
they will leverage their chosen
profession to fight against this
crime and will not forget about
their commitment to justice.”
Covenant has a group of students in the International Justice
Mission club (IJM) that are active
in prayer and activities to raise
awareness and money for IJM.
“People hear human trafficking
and think globally, not locally,”
said Soles. “It is important for
people to know that this is happening everywhere.”
Junior Joy Schmidt, a president
of IJM at Covenant, said, “This
reported case of trafficking will
not immediately change what we
do as a club. We can pray spe-

cifically for our city and look for
ways to be involved as a response
to this case in Chattanooga.”
“It is important to remember
that trafficking happens around
us constantly,” said junior Kenneth Burke, a fellow president of
IJM at Covenant. “We as an IJM
club want to be a presence that is
felt on campus and ultimately in
the broader community.”
Currently the club meets on
Wednesday nights at 9:30 in
Brock 114 and anyone is welcome to join their meetings.
“There are a lot of people with
a heart for social justice at Covenant,” Soles said, “but I think
that it is time that we act on that
in a variety of ways.”
For more information, check
out their Facebook group at facebook.com/IJMcovenant.
Troutman remains in jail in
Hamilton County on a $165,000
bond.
To report a case of sex trafficking, call the hotline at 1-855558-6484.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“You gotta understand that when I was dating my wife I was Gimli and she was beautiful, powerful, blonde, demi-god Galadriel.”
-Bill Davis in Intro to Philosophy
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campus, Facilities Services were
flexible with schedule changes,
and Resident Directors helped
communicate to prospective
students in their buildings,” she
said.
Ocando said that scholarship
applicants and their parents
were “amazingly understanding,
flexible, and patient.”
Due to class cancellation,
most visitors were unable to
attend classes as scheduled on
Friday. However, Voyles said
that he “heard positive reports
from staff and students that it
made the weekend a little more
relaxed for those needing to
prepare for interviews.”
Sophomore Harris Stevens
said, “The ice on Friday offered
visiting students a different
college experience. Instead of
observing the student body in
classes, they got to see us en-

joying the kind of community
we always rave about.”
Visitors were offered a
chance to experience a Covenant classroom on Saturday
morning before Scholarship
Weekend ended, when Dr. Bill
Davis volunteered to teach a
class.
“It was a wonderful class and
very well attended,” Ocando
said. “It meant a lot to the prospective families that a faculty
member would come up on a
Saturday morning just so they
could see a Covenant class.”
Rescheduled interviews and
Saturday classes weren’t the
only changes to Scholarship
Weekend this year. Changes
were also made to the traditionally scheduled activities for
Maclellan Scholarship applicants.
“We’re hoping to be more
clear with our presentation,”
said Professor Sarah Huffines,
faculty advisor for the Maclellan Scholar Program. “In past

Scholarship Weekends there
hasn’t been a time where all of
the Mac applicants have been
in the same room at the same
time. It kept us from letting
them know what the program

“It meant a lot to the
prospective families that
a faculty member would
come up on a Saturday
morning just so they could
see a Covenant class.”
was all about.”
Rather than the typical
faculty lectures, Maclellan
Scholarship applicants attended
a dinner to learn more about
the scholarship program from
Huffines, fellow faculty advisor Dr. Jim Drexler, a current
Maclellan Scholar, a current
student who did not receive
the scholarship, and President
Derek Halvorson, a former Maclellan Scholar. Applicants were
also invited to a presentation

of various campus leadership
opportunities.
“We wanted to do something
different and give students a
picture of student leadership
and involvement on campus,”
said Huffines.
Senior HollyAnne Dobbins,
one of the presenters, said, “It
was a treat to share with [the
applicants] about different
ways to get involved or lead on
campus. I especially loved being
able to talk about RUF—one of
my favorite parts of Covenant!”
“ We couldn’t have done
all this without the help of a
lot of faculty and staff,” said
Ocando. “It was incredible to
watch the Covenant community pull together and make
Scholarship Weekend possible
despite the bad weather. It
was a real team effort—and
special thanks to the student
body. You all were gracious
hosts and cared well for our
guests.”

Letter to the editors

Ellen Davis

Managing Editor

Cummings & Hollback

Scholarship weekend
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Web

Faculty Advisor
Cliff Foreman

For inquiries or comments, contact
Grace Humbles at bagpipe@covenant.edu.

I appreciate your efforts, in the
article “Covenant Ranked 8th
Most Conservative College in
the US,” to determine whether
the College Prowler survey
was at all accurate. Covenant is
certainly not that conservative of
a place, whatever “conservative”
might mean. And while some
might see this survey as good
publicity, it actually is rather

dangerous, particularly because
it gives people expectations that
Covenant cannot fulfill. In the
past people have been led to
believe things about Covenant
that haven’t been true, and when
the truth has become clear, it
has led to accusations and then
to censorship, fear, and timidity.
Covenant should neither be a
conservative nor a liberal college;

it should be a college where
faculty members and students
are free to explore, ask questions,
and try to work out the meaning of their gospel commitment
in every area of human thought.
And while that may sometimes
lead us to opinions that are
thought of as “conservative,”
part of our job should also be to
question the traditional answers

of the church and of conservative
and liberal elements in the culture to questions that are much
more difficult than many people
like to think they are. When
people’s perceptions hinder that
important job of a Christian college, ultimately the students are
the losers.

Addendum to
“Covenant ranked 8th
most conservative
college in US”

editor of College Prowler.
“Please understand that we
were not involved with the
process by which the Daily Beast
created their rankings,” said
Campbell. “We simply allowed
them to access our site to use our
information.”

Campbell explained that the
website has had a total of six
students respond to the question
“How would you best describe
the political beliefs of campus as
a whole?”
“Please note that Covenant
is ranked #162 on our own list

of Most Conservative Schools,
which uses a Bayesian Average to
rank schools,” said Campbell.

After the last issue went to print,
the Bagpipe had a conversation
with Amy Campbell, managing

This is a Covenant College student publication
The views expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect those of the College or the student body.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

Dr. Cliff Foreman
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Les Misérables Review

Lesmis.com

by Andrew Mollenkof

Few books have enjoyed as great
a following as Victor Hugo’s Les
Misérables. Hugo’s work discusses
everything from Paris architecture to the morality of forgiveness. What the book lacks in
poise of prose it makes up for in
honesty of character. The honesty
of the work is part of the reason
it has become a modern classic
along with the various adaptations it has enjoyed. The breadth
of Les Misérables has always
created an interesting challenge
for adaptors. Most recently, Tom
Hooper took up the challenge.
Hooper’s attempt at Les
Misérables was destined to be
talked about from the start. Les

Misérables is Hooper’s second
film to play in theaters. Hooper
had directed made-for-television
movies before his first big screen
masterpiece, The King’s Speech,
which won him an Oscar for best
picture. It’s clear Hooper hoped
Les Misérables would follow in
the footsteps of The King’s Speech,
even going so far as to release it
on Christmas Day.
Les Misérables turned out to be
one of the most ambitious films
of the year, even if it is likely not
the best. The scale of the film is
grand. From the very first scene
viewers are brought full speed
into the film with scores of chain
gang prisoners fighting in the
surf to pull a massive ship into
a dry dock. The criminals sing

the film’s first song as they work.
The film follows paroled criminal
Jean Valjean, who breaks his parole in order to gain a better life
for himself. After being shown
mercy and kindness, Valjean
spends the rest of his life trying

“Characters like Gavroche
provide fun in the film
while Jean Valjean and
inspector Javert provide
the serious questions
regarding morality.”
to avoid returning to prison
while being a good upstanding
Christian man. Along the way he
experiences everything from love
and destruction to injustice and

pain, and eventually meets his
own end. Hooper does an okay
job retelling Hugo’s storyline;
the task was not easy, as the book
is thousands of pages long. Not
to mention the fact that everything had to be sung. The film
was about 98% sung and all of
the songs were sung on set, not
in a studio—which is an impressive feat in and of itself. The plot,
however, was slightly lacking.
The story moves quickly, and
although it is entertaining, seems
to spend a little too much time
on singing as opposed to action.
The film seems to be much
more about the characters than it
is about the storyline. My favorite
monologue comes from Gavroche,
a funny little street urchin with

a lot of heart. Characters like
Gavroche provide a lot of the fun
in the film while Jean Valjean and
inspector Javert provide the serious questions regarding morality.
There are definitely plenty of songs
and characters for viewers to love
or hate.
Les Misérables has polarized
audiences and critics. Such a beloved book adaptation is bound
to have this effect on fans, but
beyond that, Tom Hooper’s vision was so ambitious there was
no way he could get everything
right. Les Misérables is a film I
would recommend to anyone
because it’s a great story and has
the potential to amaze.
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Nick Waterhouse: Time’s All Gone
by Austin Shelton

I first heard about Nick Waterhouse on Amazon’s mp3 store,
where they were giving away
a song from his new album,
Time’s All Gone. Described in a
few reviews as “that young guy
who makes old music,” Waterhouse is one of several people
trying to bring back a more
classic sound for blues and
R&B—reminiscent more of a
1950s club than anything. He
prefers vinyl over other kinds of
formatting, and even the digital
copies of his music sound gritty

and pop (literally), like they
were recorded live and then
passed through a vintage (read:
old) record player on their way
to the cloud. The grainy quality
adds to the sound and image he
is deliberately trying to portray.
To see the man and his
recording studio is to feel like
you’ve been transported back a
few decades. His fashion sense
and taste in music might make
him an ultra-hipster, if it’s even
cool to call somebody a hipster
anymore. But I’m more inclined
to believe that he was actually born in the 40s, fell into

a wormhole, and ended up in
2000s Los Angeles. He either
hasn’t realized that anything is
different or believes that he can
rock-n-roll his way back to the

“His fashion sense and
taste in music might
make him an ultra-hipster, if it’s even cool to
call somebody a hipster
anymore.”
proper decade.
Waterhouse has kind of been
all over the place when it comes

to live performances, most of
them not getting a lot of attention outside of small gigs and
random clubs and people who
are big fans of this kind of music. Recently he’s been on a solo
career, which is gaining traction
nationally. He’s got a few EPs
floating around, but his most
recent record, Time’s All Gone,
is awesome. It’s got soulful
backup singers, saxophone, and
Waterhouse’s grainy wailing
about love and whatnot. Some
songs are mellow and full of
soul, some more energetic with
shrill guitar solos. The album

is like the theme song for those
days when you just want to put
on a suit or evening dress and
look cool. You guys have those
days, right?
If you want to check out
Waterhouse, you can download “Is That Clear,” a song
from Time’s All Gone, for free
from Amazon’s mp3 store. The
album itself was only $5 the
last time I checked. Or if you’re
really determined, you can buy
it on vinyl; Waterhouse would
probably give you a thumbs up
for doing so.

Zap2it.com

J.K. Rowling’s The Casual Vacancy
by Ericka Sickler

The Casual Vacancy by J. K. Rowling is a refreshingly different novel
from the Harry Potter series. If
there is one thing that Harry Potter teaches us, it is that humanity
is complicated and fallen. This
same theme dominates Rowling’s
most recent book.

The story is written with a God’seye-view of the characters’ lives.
One story about the death of a
politician and a small town fighting over the councilor seat he left
behind is told through the eyes of
several characters in an un-sugarcoated way. The book contains
all kinds of characters: male and
female, middle-aged and young,

married and unmarried, rich and
poor. These characters’ hearts and
minds are laid bare for the reader
to see.
For all of that,The Casual Vacancy isn’t pleasant reading. Each
character is ignorant of the other
characters’ hardships. The characters war against each other over
circumstances they don’t under-

stand—including bullying, drug
abuse, and loneliness.
Most readers will recognize
themselves in the characters of
The Casual Vacancy. Everyone can
reasonably relate to at least one of
these characters if his or her heart
is open. When the reader finishes
the novel, she realizes one thing—
we are all dirt. The characters are

broken, but they all come to terms
with their faults in a realistically broken way. This book is not
pretty, but it is gloriously honest.
This book is abounding with adult
content and not for the squeamish.
However, it is honest, well thought
out, and therapeutic for the struggling soul.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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Seek ye first the kingdom of God
by Linnea Hargreaves

What do you seek? As a female
in my early twenties, there is a
list of things that I am expected
to seek: a degree, a job, and a
husband (among other things).
In any institution of higher
education where both young men
and women live and interact it is
understandable that feelings will
develop, friendships will become
relationships, and singles will become couples. The older I am, the
more it seems my peers and close
friends pair up and get married.
As a single young woman who is
currently not directly in pursuit
of marriage, I find myself in a
different situation.
Covenant students, faculty,
staff, alumni, and others were
present for the “happy hunting ground” remark at President
Halvorson’s inauguration. And
while there was a variety of reaction to this occasion (be it anger,
laughter, or disinterest), I think
that the comment was very telling of the way in which young
men and women interact on a
relational basis.

It is safe to say that the first
few weeks of school, even here at
Covenant, are viewed as a time
to “shop around” and “check out
your options.” This is true of both
sexes: I recall girls swooning over
their Kilter date options and
hoping the evening would end in
a full-out, committed relationship. At the same time, I recall
the first few weeks of school and
the way in which guys seemed to
be in frenzy over the presence of
new women.
I can say from first-hand experience that, in relation to some
of the men at Covenant, I have
felt like an object to be sought
out rather than a person to be
known. It’s as though when guys
see a pretty girl, their natural
instinct is to want to “claim” that
beautiful “thing” for their own.
The “hunting ground” phrase
paints the picture perfectly:
women are portrayed as prey to
be caught or snatched up by the
men who hunt and search.
I have heard and can only
imagine the conversations that
take place among guys’ halls
when a new, attractive female

student transfers. What I don’t
think that males realize is that
God has called each of them to
one future wife, which makes
every other female they encounter both their sister-in-Christ
and another man’s future bride.
She is not an item or a “thing”
to be looked at for your viewing
pleasure. She is a person with a
story, with a mind, and a heart
that needs protecting.
There is a disconnection
between what males and females
seek in each other. As with the
Kilter example, females are looking for connection through a
relationship. However, the search
for a romantic relationship can
easily become a girl’s primary
idol. I am as guilty of this as any
other girl. As a woman I want
guys to know that I belong first
and foremost to my Lord, and
any beauty that I exude is God’s
beauty in me. I want to encourage my fellow female peers to
recognize the sense of longing
and devotion that the Father
has toward them. Isaiah 49.16a
tells us, “Behold! I have engraved
you on my palm…” Our God is

committed to us in a way that
our future spouse will wish he
were capable of. Shouldn’t we
commit ourselves to God first so
that he may bless us with a man
who respects us enough to not
disrespect our sisters?
I want to stress that the pure
intention of “claiming” of “hunting” women is certainly not true
for every male on the planet,
or for every male at Covenant.
However, it is something that I
have witnessed and personally
felt at the receiving end of at this
very institution. This makes it a
relevant topic to address. I feel
that as men of God, a number
of guys at Covenant College are
failing to fulfill their God-given
calling to lead, protect, and view
their sisters as women made in
the image of the Father.
The topic of lust is too often
swept under the rug. How often
do we recall that among the
seven deadly sins is lust while
the final fruit of the Spirit is
self-control? In our sexuallydriven culture, I can imagine
how difficult it is for men of God
to remain above reproach. How-

ever, where temptation is most
potent, prayer and accountability
must be the sinner’s primary
ally. The way in which young
men and women at Covenant
seek out one another is a topic
that cannot be kept under wraps
any longer. What I have learned
through years of deliberate sinful
living is that any righteousness
I exude is Christ’s, and it is He
who enables me to do anything
of worth.
Before I seek anything, I must
first seek the Lord. It is only
through vigorous prayer and
study of God’s word that my
heart and mind can remain fixed
on Christ before all else. This is
true for how I view and relate to
my brothers in Christ as well as
my being in constant prayer for
my future husband. I hope that
the young men and women of
Covenant College will remain
in prayer for those they wish to
pursue as well as whatever future
man or woman the Lord has
in store for them. Students of
Covenant College, may we truly
seek first the Kingdom of God
and his righteousness.
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Who says you can’t go home?
by Greg Steele

“You take the home from the
boy, but not the boy from his
home / these are my streets,
the only life I’ve ever known”
croon Jon Bon Jovi and Jennifer Nettles in their 2005
hit “Who Says You Can’t Go
Home.” These words haunted
me through my last years of
high school and early years at
Covenant because I didn’t want
them to be true of me. I was
born and raised in Anderson,
a small town in upstate South
Carolina. I spent most of my
high school career trying to figure out how to get as far away
from it as I could while keeping
my parents happy. In fact, that
was part of my motivation for
choosing Covenant.
I had always wanted to leave
Anderson for brighter lights
and bigger cities. I wanted
to go somewhere where the
premier entertainment venue

wasn’t one of the two 14-screen
movie theaters, and where the
music acts that came through
were not washed up 5 years prior to their appearance. I wanted
to move to a big city like New
York, or even two hours south
to Atlanta. I just wanted to get
out of the place that had been
so familiar and that felt stale
and uncultured.
My dad was the epitome of
what I was afraid of becoming.
It wasn’t because he had lived
an embarrassing life; I was always proud to be the son of the
county magistrate. Rather, it
was because he had never lived
anywhere outside of South
Carolina. In fact, by the time I
came along, my family was living in the same house in which
he grew up. It was cool that
everyone in town knew who he
was, but I wanted a life of my
own. I wanted to make my own
future, not live my parents’ life
over again.

Over the past year or so,
my view of going home has
changed. I understand why my
dad never really left because
I am beginning to learn that
there is something greatly valuable about home and rootedness. Relationships are already

“Although I am unsure of
where I will end up after
graduation, I know that
going home is no longer
my greatest nightmare.”
established, and your community already knows who you
are. You understand the people
and social structures around
you better than anywhere else
because that is what you have
grown up with. Although I am
unsure of where I will end up
after graduation, I know that
going home is no longer my
greatest nightmare. In fact, I
think I would like it very much.

In Mark 5, a man who was
possessed by a legion of demons whom Jesus cast out begs
Jesus to follow him wherever
he goes. Jesus’ response has
always baffled me. “Go home to
your friends and tell them how
much the Lord has done for
you, and how he has had mercy
on you.” Why would Jesus turn
down a follower, and instead
tell the man to return home?
I think Jesus understood the
value of home. Home is a place
that we understand and that
understands us, and this familiarity breeds opportunities for
deeply meaningful ministry. I
am not devaluing leaving home.
Jesus will call some of you to go
somewhere new, whether that is
New York, Prague, or Mozambique. But Jesus will also call
some of us to go home. Heed
that call to be His follower,
whether that is, as Bon Jovi
says, “a million miles away or
just a mile up the road.”
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Taxes and fiscal brinkmanship: Part I
by Matt Bristley

Last week’s article “Taxes
and Fiscal Brinkmanship:
Part 1” contained text
that was not authored by
Matt Bristley
If you paid any attention to the
political news during Christmas
break, you would have heard
pundits and experts throw
around the term “fiscal cliff ”
with abandon. What were they
referring to, and are we in the
clear? Should we be “in favor of
taxation” as Ms. Dove argued for
last week? The answer to all these
questions, of course, is a resounding and dogmatic “maybe.”

This week, I’ll be laying some
historical groundwork; next week
I’ll be making a few comments
on the situation.
So first, let’s get some historical context. Back in 2001, President Bush signed into law what
has become known as “the Bush
tax cuts”—which cut the rate
of taxation on income, capital
gains (investment), pensions, and
estates (inheritances). This was
done in order to spur growth in
the economy and take advantage
of the (since destroyed) budget
surplus.
As a side note, for nine long years
until 2010, we heard incessantly
from Democrats that these were “tax
cuts for the rich…tax cuts for the
rich…tax cuts for the rich.” Well,
this is true. They were tax cuts for

the rich in the sense that they were
tax cuts for all Americans and the
rich happen to be included in that
group. But in saying “tax cuts for
the rich,” Democrats were able to
ingrain their class-warfare version
of events.
But then in 2010, all of a sudden everyone and their uncle
(including Democrats) were trying
to save the Bush tax cuts. They
did so, extending them temporarily for two years, until January 1,
2013. The following year, in 2011,
the newly-elected Republican
House of Representatives refused
to raise the debt ceiling, effectively
refusing to authorize more debt
to be added to the $14.8 trillion
we had at the time. In solving this
crisis, Republicans and Democrats
agreed that if they didn’t balance

the budget (or make good steps
toward doing so), they would
automatically make huge cuts in
defense and non-defense spending. As you may have guessed,
they didn’t balance the budget, so
automatic cuts were due to take
place on Jan. 1, 2013.
Thus the “fiscal cliff ” that
everyone was talking about was
a combination of two things: the
huge tax increases that would
occur when the Bush tax cuts
finally expired, and the spending
cuts that would go into effect
because of the debt ceiling crisis
settlement. The effect of these
two things hitting at the same
time would be a 5 percent hit
to our GDP, which would have
thrown us back into a recession.
What happened last month is
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that Congress dealt with the
tax issue by letting the Bush tax
cuts expire for the very wealthy;
they postponed a decision on the
spending side of things.
What this represents is a fundamental failure of leadership in
Washington. As The Economist
pointed out recently, our leaders
are now imitating the leadership
failures of Europe, in irresponsibly
kicking the can of decision-making down the road, in preferring
temporary patches to dealing with
long-term issues, and in failing to
be honest with voters about what
the real problem is and what it will
take to solve said problem.
So what’s the solution? Well,
wait until next week, my friends,
and all will be made clear. Maybe.
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Covenant rugby to face Bryan
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by Davey Hoffman

In the spring of 2011, now-alum
Scott McKeon was seeking a
group of guys to go out and play
a sport that few at Covenant
had any care for: rugby.* After
gaining some faint interest from
a few bold individuals, a small
group began to form. This group
slowly grew, with practices rarely
having more than eight people
in attendance. But through
the perseverance of McKeon,
and a lot of begging for more
participation from able-bodied
men, the team was able to play a
lightly attended game against the
Chattanooga men’s team in the
spring of 2012. Furthermore, the
team came away with an unforeseen victory, and this sparked
a noted interest in Covenant
rugby. Practices were no longer
lightly attended. Rather, the
team grew to around 20 players.
They also played two more games
than semester, one of which was

a game against Bryan College
that drew a crowd of nearly 200
Covenant students. With those
three exhibition games, the team
caught the notice of the Dixie
Rugby League, which consists
mostly of club teams from other
small colleges in the area.
Fast forward to this season.
With the graduation of Scott
McKeon last year, the team voted
President Erik Vitolins and
Captain David Vilches as its new
leaders. Under Vitolin’s administrative poise, the team joined
the Dixie Rugby League. After
several exhibition games against
Lee University and Chattanooga’s B-team, the team began
conference play on Nov. 2 of last
year with a hard fought game
against North Alabama University. The team then traveled to
Lee University and Sewanee for
their next two conference games,
losing both to teams that met
in the championship game last
year. The team started off this

icy semester with a game against
Emory University in Atlanta.
Again, the team put up a valiant
effort, only being down by a try
for most of the game. However,
Emory pulled away in the end,
winning five tries to two.
That brings us to today. This
Saturday at 3:45, following much
anticipation, the team will face
Bryan College, almost a year
removed from their last meeting.
The match is to be held at the
newly renovated Montague Park
in Chattanooga. Although the
team was given the “okay” to use
our beloved Shadowlands Field,
that decision was rescinded by
the athletic department two
hours after getting permission.
However, the team hopes that
something can still be worked
out for future games to be held
on campus. Either way, you will
not want to miss this opportunity to support your friendly
neighborhood rugby team in this
classic rivalry match.

The Covenant Rugby Club has
come a long way since its christening day of an eight-person
practice. However, there are still
obstacles ahead, such as the need
for equipment, a place to play
home games, and the need for
an experienced coach. Nevertheless, with a team that has grown
to almost 30 players strong, and
a determination to succeed that
is unmatched, it’s clear to see
that the best is yet to come for
Covenant Rugby.
*Game Synopsis:
Rugby is played much like
football, in that there are two
teams that try to score by placing
a ball in an endzone. In rugby,
there are 15 players from each
team that try to place the ball
in what is called the “Tryzone”.
A score is called a try, and each
try is worth five points, with
a kick after worth two points.
Rugby, like football, is a full
contact sport, just without the
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pads. Unlike football, players are
only allowed to advance the ball
by running with it, kicking it,
or passing it backwards. After a
player is tackled, a ruck forms.
In a ruck the players from each
team try to gain possession of
the ball by standing over it. The
players may push the other team
off the ruck to gain possession.
The ball is then passed out of the
ruck and a play occurs. During
the game the clock does not stop.
In the case of a penalty, a team
often has the option to kick, run
with the ball, or form a scrum.
A scrum is when eight players
from both teams line up and lock
shoulders while pushing against
each other. The scrum works a lot
like a tip-off in basketball in that
whichever team is able to get the
ball to their side of the scrum
gains possession of it. Once the
ball is out of the scrum, it is
passed out and play resumes. The
team with the most points wins
the game.

