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New students
by Garrison Dale

by Molly Kitts

Though there will be only one
“Messner Monday” this semester, as Covenant’s former
chaplain, Aaron Messner, begins
his call to pastor Westminster
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta,
students should still expect a
chapel schedule rich in doctrinal
teaching.
“Chapel this semester will
clearly differ in not having the
regular presence of a single voice
in the pulpit,” said President
Derek Halvorson.
Though Covenant will lose the
faithful and dynamic preaching
of Messner, Halvorson said he is
“excited” about benefitting from a
“diversity of voices as they seek to
remind us anew of the gospel and
its implications for all of our lives.”
“I think Chaplain Messner,
Christiana Fitzpatrick, Leslie
Petree, and the faculty have put
together a rich and engaging
schedule for the spring,” he said.
While many of the guest speakers for this semester were booked
before Messner accepted the call
to Westminster, Special Programs
and Mentoring Coordinator
Christiana Fitzpatrick said that
many faculty, local pastors, and
Continued on page 2News
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Gun legislation takes center stage
by Kendi Anderson

There are over 300 million guns
in circulation in America and
more joining the ranks everyday.
Tennessee has recently proposed
legislation that would bring
more guns to the state and would
potentially put them in public
schools.
There are currently at least four
bills that have passed through the
Tennessee legislature in response
to the Dec. 14 shooting at Sandy
Hook Elementary School in
Newtown, one by state Rep. Eric
Watson, R-Cleveland, that would

make it permissible for “highlytrained” teachers to be armed in
classrooms. Similar legislation is
being considered in Georgia to arm
principals.
Watson claims that over 60
teachers came to him requesting
action, and arming teachers is his
first step towards increasing safety.
Executive Director of Professional Educators of Tennessee J.C.
Bowman said in a public interview
that over half the teachers he has
talked to are in support of having
some armed teachers.
Greg Bagby, the principal at
Barger Elementary school on

Brainerd Road in Hamilton
County, said, “In my school, teachers do not want to be armed and I
do not want to arm my staff.”
Many police and government officials are on record arguing against
any quick decisions, but Cleveland
Police Chief Wes Snyder said to
the Chattanooga Times Free Press,
“There’s a tremendous amount of
obligation on any school system.”
If this proposed legislation by Watson is entertained, Snyder said, “I
would suggest extensive, extensive
study and discussion on it.”
Michelle Cummings, a Covenant
Continued on page 2News

Covenant College Admissions
reports that 17 transfer students
have joined the Covenant community for the spring semester.
Though the new students did
not build a human pyramid at
Shadowlands Showdown or
nod off during the Chattanooga
Lookouts’ game, they were warmly
welcomed by their admissions
representatives, Student Development, and the orientation core
team.
“The Covenant community
has been incredibly welcoming
over the past week,” said freshman Trent Kelly. “People seem
genuinely interested in getting to
know new students on more than
a surface level.”
Kelly graduated from Bearden
High School in the fall. He left
his home in Knoxville to start his
college career early. Kelly currently lives on Catacombs.
“Hall life has been a blessing
thus far,” said Kelly. “My hallmates are ready and willing to
invite a new member to the tradition and specialness of a group of
peers striving to know God more.”
With no declared major, Kelly
appreciates the connections made
between classes of different disciplines.
“The education at Covenant
Continued on page 2News
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Continued from front page
alumni responded to the invitation
to help fill in at the pulpit.
“We’ve had many, many offers
of help and support from faculty
and staff, and we are so thankful,”
said Fitzpatrick.
Fitzpatrick said that faculty
will continue to speak about their
reflections on particular Scriptures,
visiting pastors and speakers will
have great freedom in choosing
their topics, and alumni speakers
will share about their lives since
graduating. She also highlighted
several notable guest speakers,

New students

Continued from front page
lends itself to a passion for Christ
across the board,” Kelly said.
Transfer student and sociology
major Moriah Payne described
arriving at Covenant as a second
chance.
“I’ve never felt so welcome and
wanted in my entire life,” she said.
“This has been a great experience
and it’s only the second week.”
Like many transfer students,
Payne was interested in coming
to Covenant directly after high
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including Mrs. Karen Angela Ellis,
Dr. J. Kameron Carter, Dr. Mark
Gornik, and Rev. Kevin DeYoung.
In many ways, Fitzpatrick believes Covenant won’t feel much of
a change in chapel this semester.
“Leslie [Petree, Chapel Administrative Assistant] will continue
being our administrative rock star,”
said Fitzpatrick. “I’ll do more of
the up front things, like introducing speakers and facilitating
luncheons.”
However, Fitzpatrick said that
the loss of Messner’s significant
leadership presence on campus as
both a chaplain and as an integral
part of the Covenant commu-

nity will be felt as the semester
progresses.
“Much of what Chaplain
Messner did can’t be replaced:
his presence on intramural teams
and at various campus events, his
interaction with students, staff,
and faculty, his work with various
committees, and his preaching and
wise counsel,” she said.
Chapel worship leader Jac Villagonzalo said, “Chaplain Messner
was a huge blessing to me and to
many, many others, and we will
definitely be missing ‘Messner
Mondays’ and the passion he
brings to the pulpit.”
Over the course of the spring

semester, the chaplain search committee will be working to find a
chaplain with similar leadership,
fellowship, and teaching talents,
in addition to having a vision for
Covenant’s chapel program.
The committee, composed of
Fitzpatrick, Drs. Donaldson,
Green, Tate, and Ward, Student
Body President Susanna Griffith,
and Rev. Kevin Smith of New
City Fellowship, recently met to
finalize a job description that will
be posted this week. They hope to
fill the chaplain position by July 1.
“Please pray that God would
bring us the right person to build
on the foundation that’s been

laid by Chaplain Messner and his
predecessors, and to continue to
minister faithfully to our community,” said Halvorson. “I think
we could take away a couple of
insights from this interim period. I
think this time will make us really
appreciate what a college chaplain who is committed to faithful
preaching of the gospel, to the
Christian academic project, and to
the discipling of students means to
our community. I also think we’ll
come to appreciate in this semester the remarkable and diverse
gifts that God brings to our campus via the chapel program.”

school, but went elsewhere. After
things at her previous college
did not go as she hoped, Payne
became interested in transferring
to Covenant.
“My admission representative, Anne McNutt, was the first
person I called when I decided
to transfer,” said Payne. “Anne
instantly started telling me what
I should do and was there for me
throughout the whole process.
She became a mentor, a friend,
and someone who I felt cared
about me and my transition.”
Admissions representatives

help spring transfer students go
through the process of applying or
reapplying to Covenant quickly.
“Transfer students come from
many different angles, so we try to
meet them where they are,” said
Admissions Representative Anne
McNutt. “If the prospective students are familiar with Covenant,
we mostly hustle them through
the application process. If not, we
might take them to a few classes
or show them around campus.”
After the new students arrive
on campus, the orientation core
team and Student Development

immediately begin welcoming
them into the Covenant community.
As opposed to the 300 new
students welcomed in the fall,
the core team welcomed only 17
students this January. Due to the
smaller numbers, the dynamics of
orientation are different.
“The goal is to get to know the
new students and acclimate them
to life at Covenant,” said core
team member Molly Anderson.
“There far less planned activities
and more times to hang out all
together.”

January orientation was condensed to three days. Among
other things, the new students
heard from Student Development
and a panel of upperclassmen,
ate dinner at the home of Linda
Moore, and helped with a service
project at the Chattanooga Food
Bank.
“The new students bring a fresh
excitement and enthusiasm to
campus,” said Associate Dean
of Students Julie Moore. “I am
thankful to have been able to hear
their stories and background.”

as a much respected
adjunct professor of
music, VanCura taught
stage movement classes at
Covenant in conjunction
with the musical theatre

productions staged here
on campus. He wrote or
directed the choreography
for Aida, The Broadway
Project, West Side Story,
Bye-Bye Birdie and the

Madrigal Dinners from
2008-2010. In 2011, the
Madrigal Dinners featured
a special segment of
dance performed by Ballet
Tennessee, the company

founded and directed by
Barry and his wife Anna.
He is survived by his wife
Anna Baker-VanCura and
three children.

Barry VanCura
Obituary

Barry VanCura, of
Chattanooga, Jan. 11, 2013.
Founder and director of
Ballet Tennessee along
with his wife, Anna BakerVanCura. In addition,

Faculty Quote of the Week
“We got pregnant a lot for a while.”
-Professor Corbett in Global Trends
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Gun legislation

Continued from front page
alumnus and teacher at Barger said
that her initial reaction to this bill
was positive, as she currently feels
unable to protect herself or students if something like the Sandy
Hook incident happened at Barger.
Yet, after thinking about it more,
Cummings came to the conclusion
that bringing guns into schools will
ultimately add more risk.
“I fear students playing around or
even teachers having a bad day, and
the added worry it brings to everyone knowing that there are guns in
our school,” Cummings said.
Helen McKeon is also a Covenant alum and is currently teaching
at Brown Elementary. McKeon
said that she does not want to carry
a gun and does not want her coworkers to either.
“I want to worry about teaching and not stopping an intruder,”
McKeon said. She believes that the
correct response is for the state to

“worry about the safety of students
and teachers by employing armed
officers to do the job.”
Bagby argues that law enforcement and people in the military
“go into the job knowing that they
may need to intervene in a deadly
way. Teachers do not go into their
profession thinking that they will
need to use deadly force and they
do not need another responsibility
of making sure their gun certification is up to date.”
Cummings said that along with
security officers, there are many
additional things that need to be
addressed in Barger that are more
urgent than arming teachers.
“No outer doors in our school
lock during the day,” Cummings
said, “and one of these doors is
right next to my classroom. There
is no instant lock for us and if a
lockdown is called I cannot lock
that door.”
Frequently Cummings and other
teachers see people walking in and
out of these doors who have not

News: 3

checked in with the office. Attention to this problem has been
brought to the state, but they
responded by saying that issues like
this are systematically being addressed school by school throughout the county.
Cummings asks, “How many
kids need to be killed before we
even address basic safety issues like
this one of doors not locking?”
Bagby is concerned that schools
become more at risk when guns are
permitted in the schools.
“In my urban school,” Bagby
said, “We can be in a dangerous position if parents know that there are
guns at school as it may make them
more likely to bring their own onto
campus.” The idea of parents bringing guns in response to them being
on campus already makes Bagby
nervous.
Bagby said that “more weapons
will not make things safer.” He
likes having a weapon-free campus
and does not believe that adding
more guns is a means of securing a

safer environment.
Nothing has yet been required
to change in schools, according to
Bagby, but all schools have been
strongly urged to review their safety
plans by the district and state who
are continually meeting to figure
out how to keep our schools safer.
Bagby, who has also been an
adjunct professor at Covenant College, teaches and believes that “bad
people will always be trying to do
bad things and gun legislation will
not stop most of that.”
The biggest worry that Bagby
has ever had as a principal was April
22, 2010, when the tornadoes came
through Chattanooga. He believes that
safety in all forms is one of the most
important issues facing our school system today and action needs to be taken
that extends beyond bringing weapons
into school buildings.
Regardless of what legislation is
passed in Hamilton County, teachers and principals agree that action
must be taken to increase security
in schools.
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New art exhibit to open in library
by Lily Davis

On Jan. 10, the art gallery in
the Kresge Memorial Library
welcomed a collection of architectural installation pieces called
“Channel Modules” created by
Nashville-based artist Brian
Jobe. On Jan. 16 at 7 p.m., there
will be a reception in the gallery,
followed by a lecture at 8 p.m.
The pieces will remain on display
in the art gallery through Feb.
13.
A native of Memphis, Tenn.,

Jobe gains inspiration for his art
from “interstate highways and
modular architecture,” according
to his website. He uses themes
of “repetition” and “endlessness”
to “create pieces that…engage
the public in a physical, sensory
experience.”
“The desire to move through
corridors is psychologically innate,” said Jobe, “and my work
responds to that inner motivation.”
Jobe prefers to use basic,

easily-accessible materials in his
pieces—wood, spray paint, cinderblocks, gravel—and arranges
them in clean lines and simple
geometric shapes. Color is also
a large part of the experience of
his work. In “Channel Modules,”
he accents construction-site
neutrals, like tarpaper black and
cinderblock gray with safety-vest
orange, bringing attention to
specific and important parts of
the display.
Senior art major Mary Grace

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

Stocker said that she found
Jobe’s display in the art gallery
“confusing in a good way, a way
that made me contemplate the
moment that I was in the midst
of.” Her experience of Jobe’s art
lined up closely with the way
Jobe discusses the intent of his
work on his website: “a visual,
physical tempo” and “a tactile
rhythm.”
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Tolkien vs. Hollywood

Thenumbers.com

by John Holland

I am not a big fan of Peter
Jackson’s The Lord of the Rings
trilogy. Needless to say, I was
not at all thrilled when I learned
that he was assuming directorial
duties over the film adaptation of
The Hobbit. My hopes had been
somewhat buoyed when Guillermo del Toro initially took the
helm. His Pan’s Labyrinth was
a remarkable fantasy film, and
presented both a subtlety and
finesse which were sorely lacking
in Jackson’s bloated Rings films.
However, due to an ongoing lawsuit between New Line Cinema
and the Tolkien Estate, del Toro
chose to call it quits after two
years of intense pre-production.
Enter Peter Jackson as director.
My dread was further increased
when I heard that Jackson and
co. intended on crafting a trilogy
of three-hour films from J.R.R.
Tolkien’s relatively short novel.
The hope that we might see The
Hobbit presented as a standalone
tale, rather than a lumbering
prologue to the Rings behemoth,
was finally dashed.
All of that said, I actually
liked the December 14th release
of The Hobbit: An Unexpected
Journey. How? Simple. I went
in not expecting to see a faithful adaptation of Tolkien’s book,
and I was not disappointed. I
enjoyed this film in the same way
I might enjoy “Tolkien: The Ride”
at some place like Disney World,
complete with stunning artificial
backdrops, visceral thrills, and

endearing little moments just for
“the fans.” The first installment of
Peter Jackson’s The Hobbit trilogy
packs an eyeful of fantasy glitz
and glamor, enough to satisfy
anyone out for three hours of
whimsical fun. The performances
were superb all around, and in
particular those of Martin Freeman as the hobbit Bilbo Baggins
and Ian McKellen as the wizard
Gandalf. Jackson’s work here follows in the vein of his other epic
films (LOTR and King Kong):
very good when it’s good, very
tedious at times, and the ultimate
result of a disjointed jumble that
is 45 minutes too long. In the
interests of brevity, I will neither
summarize the film nor laud its
considerable technical achievements. My focus will instead
center on how the film lived up
to my expectations by failing as
a faithful adaptation of J.R.R.
Tolkien’s novel.
As with The Lord of the Rings,
Jackson’s The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey works best as a film
adaptation when it is presenting
us Tolkien straight up with no
additives. A sequence that stands
out is the riddle game between
Bilbo Baggins and the creature
Gollum. I am grateful to Jackson
for trusting the text here instead
of his own penchant for spectacle
over substance. Regrettably, as
with the Rings films, the overall
product is a contradictory brew
of accurately translated Tolkien
moments and Jackson’s own
brand of Hollywood storytelling.
The problem is exacerbated by

the unnecessary truncation of the
original story, dictated by this film
being the first of three. Jackson is
forced to pad the run-time with
his own very Jackson-esque material, and the result is more akin to
an exposition-heavy video game
than a film adaptation of Tolkien’s story. Poor Bilbo Baggins is
ushered from action scene to action scene without time to blink,
much less be a character. He is
more ornament than protagonist,
lost within a disjointed and fractured narrative. Tolkien’s original
storyline depended upon Bilbo’s
unique perspective, which Jackson
soon abandons in his film, opting
instead for a god’s-eye view. As
a result, the charm of Tolkien’s
story is greatly diminished. The
wit, resourcefulness, and courage
of Bilbo are all but swallowed up
in a slightly disorienting canvas
of fight sequences, ridiculously
protracted cliffhanger moments (a
notorious “Jacksonian” fault), and
plot material clumsily borrowed
from the appendices to The Lord
of the Rings. Jackson may think he
is doing the Tolkien aficionados a
service by expanding the scope of
the author’s original story, but I
am not inclined to agree. Misapplying additional Tolkien material to The Hobbit’s simple story
does not improve upon it in any
fashion, neither does it magically
make Jackson and his writing
team authorities on how to
“properly” adapt the author. Their
use of Tolkien’s appendices (and a
rather loose use, I might add) did
not impress me. Frankly, the nos-

talgia of seeing Christopher Lee
and Cate Blanchett reprise their
roles from the Rings trilogy is not
enough to justify such malformation. But Peter Jackson appears
to be banking on that nostalgia.
Not only do we get cameos from
actors now grown too old to
believably reprise their roles in a
prequel trilogy, but we’re treated
to numerous callbacks to the
earlier films as well. Such moments struck me as cheap rather
than sentimental. They might do
in some fan film tribute, but not
in a professional feature. Jackson
seems to have avoided the reality
that his new film must stand or
fall on its own storytelling merits,
and those merits just happen to
be perilously thin. In pure film
terms, this movie very much
resembles the latest trend in
Hollywood action pictures: bright
and pretty, fast-paced with long
run-times, and with just enough
character moments thrown into
the action to satisfy those hunting
for substance. Is this what I am
looking for in a film adaptation
of a book by one of my favorite
authors? No.
However, I cannot help but
wonder what we would have seen
had the The Hobbit been adapted
into a single standalone picture.
Sure, it still would have been a
Jackson product, but I think back
to the release of The Fellowship of
the Ring film, to a time before Peter
Jackson was a household name.
As a film, Fellowship is, despite its
flaws, undoubtedly the best of the
Rings trilogy, both in its pacing and

narrative cohesiveness. Jackson was
forced to edit it tight because his
very career was hanging in the balance. Today, the millionaire director
regrettably has no such motivation
to restrain himself, and I fear that
his two remaining Hobbit films will
only duplicate and multiply the
errors of the first.
Ultimately, The Hobbit: An Unexpected Journey is less an adaptation of the book Tolkien wrote
than it is Jackson recreating the
author in his own image. Perhaps
he has the right to do so, but he
cannot expect me to like it, or to
look upon his films as the definitive word on translating Tolkien
to celluloid. His work here is lots
of fun to be sure, but I shall look
elsewhere for faithful representations of Tolkien.
Perhaps I’m out of touch.
After all, I am the lunatic who
prefers animator Ralph Bakshi’s
partial adaptation of The Lord
of the Rings over Jackson’s essays in excess (bad rotoscoping
and a mentally-challenged Sam
Gamgee notwithstanding). Be
that as it may, I will close with a
quote from Christopher Tolkien,
son of J.R.R. Tolkien, and one
who shares the same dim view
of Jackson’s films as I do: “They
eviscerated the book (The Lord of
the Rings) by making it an action
movie for young people aged
15 to 25...And it seems that The
Hobbit will be the same kind of
film.” It is with a not altogether
unexpected regret that I say, “You
were right, Mr. Tolkien.”
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BOOK: Telegraph Avenue Michael Chabon is one of the most
prolific writers of the modern
age. Having written both The
Amazing Adventures of Kavalier
and Klay and The Yiddish Policemen’s Union, I feel confident
saying he could write a vacuum
cleaner manual and it would still
keep me hooked to the end. His
newest book exceeded even these
lofty expectations, becoming not
only his best work, but one of
the greatest books ever written
about music and the people who
obsess over it. Chabon’s consistently fantastic prose perfectly
captures the easy-going rhythm
of old funk and soul records, and
the characters leap from the page
with a startling vibrancy. With
themes of music, local business, family, and a fascinating
exploration of midwifery, set to a
soundtrack of 70s soul and funk,
Telegraph Avenue is the work of
an enthusiast at the top of his
game.

MOVIE: Cloud Atlas This is a
remarkable movie. The adaptation took the orchestration of
three suitably prolific directors
to bring it to the silver screen.
The all-star cast revolves through
many centuries, and even genders, representing a multitude
of different characters with the
help of heavy makeup and other
clever tricks. It is a dense film
that, by all rights, shouldn’t be
coherent in the least. But by
taking a few liberties with its
presentation of the source material, Cloud Atlas turned out to be
both coherent and entertaining.
Even if the story loses you, the
fantastic visuals and beautiful
score make this film well worth
your time.

Arts: 5
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What you may have missed in 2012
by Walter Somerville

2012 was jam-packed with
fantastic releases. Amidst all the
big-budget hype, several exceptional works slipped by unnoticed.
This list touches on five of the best
under-the-radar media of 2012.
MUSIC: Celebration Rock The
Japandroids play loud enough,
and with so much passion, that
it’s easy to forget that there are
only two dudes in the band. Celebration Rock may not cause you
to lose sleep pondering its lyrics,
but their brand of feel-good
punk rock and their balls-out
commitment to feeling young
and having a good time is infectious and hard to deny. The title
of the record is clear: these boys
are here to celebrate, so don’t
be surprised if you find yourself
pumping your fist and punching
your steering wheel to the beat
as you shout out anthems till
your voice is raw.

VIDEO GAME: Hotline Miami
There’s a good chance you’ve
never heard of Dennaton Games’
Hotline Miami, which is a shame.
It was one of my favorite gaming experiences of the year. The

old school visuals, throbbing
soundtrack, and perfectly paced
gameplay come together to
create a narcotic blend of style
and violence that is both hard to
resist and deeply disturbing. Its
overtly metafictional story uses
this sense of unease to question
violence in entertainment, and
personal responsibility involved
with what we do with the entertainment we consume. It may
not be for everyone, but Hotline
Miami offers an experience you
will be hard pressed to find anywhere else.
MUSIC: Ty Segall, just in
general Ty Segall has been
pumping out top quality albums since 2005, but he really
kicked it into high gear this
past year. Having played with
no less than six different bands
over the course of his career,
Ty Segall has a well established
history of producing absurd
amounts of fantastic content

in record time. In 2012, he
released three albums that all
ranked among the best rock
records of the year: Hair, a collaboration with White Fence,
blended psychedelic sensibilities with beach-ready surf rock.
His solo album Twins saw the
Beatles’ extensive back catalog
as an inspiration for some of
his most melodic work to date.
The high point of the year,
however, was Slaughterhouse,
a spastic wall of sound that
tapped many regular Segall
collaborators to create the Ty
Segall Band. As if all of that
wasn’t enough, he managed to
form a new band and released
two singles within the first
week of the new year. If that
is any indication, it looks like
modern rockers can look forward to another year of plenty
from San Francisco’s outstanding distortion-drenched rocker.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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A question of gun control
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by Stephen McKerihan

On December 14, 2012, a gunman
entered Sandy Hook Elementary
and opened fire, killing 20 children
and six adults.
On July 20, 2012, a masked man
entered a movie theatre in Aurora,
Colo., killing 12 people and injuring 58 others. On April 2, 2012, a
student of Oikos University killed
seven including himself. In 2012
alone, 16 mass shootings were committed, leaving 88 dead and many
others wounded. These dramatic
and deplorable acts by psychologically disturbed citizens have caused
an uproar in the American public
that has not been seen in quite
some time. Democrats, and even
some Republicans, are now directing their attention towards heavier
gun control laws, which they believe
will take weapons out of the hands
of criminals and create a safer living
environment for everyone. However,
advocates of this path have yet to
prove that tightening control on

guns will solve this trend of violence,
and I am skeptical.
In 1994 President Clinton signed
an assault weapons ban, which
expired in 2004 and has not been
reinstated. The focus of gun control
organizations is not only to resurrect
this law but also to increase its reach.
Their objective is to make acquisition of any firearms more difficult
for ordinary citizens and to ban
high-capacity magazines. Due to increased pressure from his own party,
President Obama has become one
of the major forces behind reinstating a ban, stating on NBC’s Meet the
Press, “I’m going to put forward a
package and I’m going to be putting
my full weight behind it.” Ironically,
the same president who intends to
ban assault weapons also sold several
thousand of assault weapons to drug
cartels during his first term, but we’ll
ignore that issue today. It seems as
though an intense political battle is
inevitable.
These laws would supposedly
keep guns from two kinds of people:

criminals (those who use weapons
to further their own personal and
economic aspirations) and psychopaths (mentally unstable shooters
who are usually the culprits of these
mass murders). First, these measures
would not prevent regular criminals
from gaining an assault rifle, due to
the accessibility of the black market
to a career criminal. The only thing
that can stop a bad guy with a gun
is a good guy with a gun, and in a
situation where there is an immediate threat and the police are not
immediately present, it is crucial to
be capable of stopping a violent act
as fast as possible.
The second amendment of the constitution gives American citizens the
right to bear arms, yet it lacks specifics
on how far this right can be taken. Everyone has a different interpretation of
the limitations of this amendment, but
the spirit of the amendment is to allow law-abiding individuals the ability
to defend themselves from dangerous
forces within our territories and from
the federal government. Even if you

call on all citizens to turn in their
weapons, only the citizens who have
a respect for the law would comply,
leaving the lawless with less resistance.
Second, gun control laws must be
addressed in relation to psychopaths.
This is a different issue altogether,
as their disease may cause them
to be unpredictable. Reducing the
number of weapons available in the
states would only curb these crimes
slightly, because guns would still be
available to those who want them.
It would also increase the danger for
the general population as there would
then be far fewer responsible gun
owners, thus increasing a shooters
ability to wreak havoc uncontested.
If there is a solution to the spree of
mass shootings, it lies within societal,
not governmental, action.
This generation is one that often
revels in violence and aggression.
Trust me, I enjoy watching Jack
Bauer single-handedly take down
a terrorist cell as much as the next
guy. Unfortunately, this constant
consumption sometimes becomes

more than entertainment and is
brought into reality in tragic and
harmful ways.
Violence-based media is threatening to desensitize people to similar
acts of violence in real life, particularly
in cases where the parents neglect to
teach their children what is right and
wrong. I am making no statement
about the people involved in the most
recent situations, but it is essential
that parents are a positive influence
in a child’s life. Growing up in such a
diverse culture requires an experienced
and authoritative guide who will
prescribe rules and teach morals that
will help prevent these kinds of violent
acts.
A wave of horrific incidents has
shaken our confidence in the state of
our nation, and for good reason. Yet
many people believe the problem lies
with the existence of guns, and ignore
the methods we use to raise children to
handle firearms properly. Violence of
all kinds will continue to be common if
a real, powerful change does not occur
in the morals we teach.
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Opinions: Garrison’s top three
by Garrison Dale

Since I started writing for the
Bagpipe, I have intentionally
avoided the Opinions section.
I don’t know a lot about politics, and I certainly don’t want
to convince you of my political
opinions. I don’t want you to
know what I think about leggings, pants, shirts, shorts, hats,
scarfs, socks, or the confounded
confusion to follow. But over
Christmas break, Opinions editor
Greg Steele asked me to write my
first Opinions article. So instead
of revealing my own ignorance
by giving you my unenthusiastic
take on a current issue, I’m going
to review my top three favorite Opinions articles from last
semester. Whether controversial,
profound, or just downright entertaining, these are the Opinions
articles that stand out above the
rest from the fall.

1. “Powerful Communication” by
Andrew Mollenkof
Mollenkof ’s article calmly and
eloquently pointed out the importance of word choice after an
anonymous racial slur was written
on a Catacombian Wife application. But Mollenkof ’s article was
not about an isolated incident
that was personally offensive; it
was about the way Christians
should speak to and about others.
Many times, Christians cut cursing out of their vocabulary and
think no further about the words
they choose. That’s not Christian.
If you ask me, four letter words
are inconsequential compared to
the damage done by our slanderous comments. Racist, sexist, and
homophobic comments should
have no place in the Christian
vocabulary. Mollenkof ’s article effectively extended this challenge.

2. “Response to PCA Inaugural
Remarks” by Grace Humbles
I spent the morning of President
Halvorson’s inauguration taping
a gargantuan picture of Halvorson’s face together that ripped
the minute it was hung from
the fifth floor of Carter (worth
it). I missed Dr. Michael Ross’s
controversial comments during the ceremony, but Humbles
didn’t. She argued that Dr. Ross’s
comments propagated Victorian gender roles that have been
transferred to Christian men
and women. Critics of the article
might say Humbles blew Dr.
Ross’s harmless comments out of
proportion. Travis Hutchinson’s
response even questioned the
Bagpipe for running the editorial.
But ignoring Dr. Ross’s comments is naive. It is not hyperbole
to attach his comments to real
trends. Victorian gender roles are
imposed on Christian men and

women. To ignore the existence
of these trends in the church is a
mistake made far too frequently.

three amount to 6.4 percent,
which is 4.3 percent more than
what the average American
spends on education, another
hotly debated subject. It seems
to me that perhaps the issue
lies not with the government,
but with us. If we received each
penny from our paychecks,
where in reality would that
money go? Putting aside the
fact that the government would
crumble, and with it healthcare, education, transportation,
military strength, and a third
of American jobs, I seriously
doubt that we would put that
money to good use. Based on
the statistics of how average
Americans spend their income,

I have reason to believe that
the entertainment industry, the
cosmetic industry, the clothing
industry, and the food industry
would instantly become megaindustries. Because of our own
spending habits, the economy
would crumble under the
wrecking ball of American selfishness and need for comfort.
So perhaps taxes are a good
thing. The government, of
course, is far from perfect in
their decisions, but it is an
institution that is absolutely
necessary. Without support
from us it is nonexistent. The
money we give up to our leaders is in fact benefitting us,
however loathe we are to part

3. “Image & Identity” by Calvin
Cummings
Covenant College is an interesting place. There are no crazy frat
parties, exasperating sorority
formals, rush weeks, keg-stands,
or any of the other reasons why
Asher Roth loves college so
much. Instead, we go to chapel,
have devotions with our crush,
and watch the Lord of the Rings
during open dorms. We also dress
weird, pull pranks, and pose for
funny pictures in the Tartan.
Controversy over the administration’s initiatives to censor pictures
in the Tartan and keep things
presentable during President
Halvorson’s inauguration chafed
Cummings. His article explored
some of the ways the administration attempted to promote “an

image of the student body that
is not consistent with its identity.” He argued that Covenant’s
unique quirks are expressions of
joy, and to censor these expressions of joy is an inaccurate
portrayal of what Covenant is really all about (at least that’s what
I got out of it). Of course, there
are two sides of the coin. I don’t
believe the administration is out
to ruin our fun. I believe they love
us. They wouldn’t work here if
they didn’t, but Cummings’ article
raised some important questions
about identity and image. He
did not shake a fist; he invited a
conversation.
There you have it, my top three.
While I might be shy to write
for Opinions, it is always the first
section that I turn to when I pick
up a Bagpipe. Idea exchange is
priceless. Keep the columns full.

In favor of taxation
by Anna Dove

Facing a probable tax increase,
Americans are complaining. We are accustomed to
thinking that the American
government ’s expenditures
draw a huge percent of our
incomes into a seeming black
hole. Complaining about the
national debt is as commonplace as complaining about
the weather. We look at the
percentage the government
withholds from our paycheck
and wish that we could have
that money safe in our own
hands.
Hypothetically, if we had
that money, we would be able

to spend it how we wanted.
We swear that we could put a
child through college on our
savings if we had that money
back, or set up a rainy day
fund for emergencies. But is
this really the case?
Americans on average spend
5.9 percent of their annual
income on healthcare, and
gripe constantly about how
expensive it is. Strangely, we
also spend 5.6 percent of our
annual income, which is almost
as much, on entertainment. On
alcoholic beverages we spend .9
percent, on smoking .7 percent, and on apparel, personal
care products and services 4.8
percent. Added together, those

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinios, please contact Opinions editors Greg Steele at greg.steele@covenant.edu

with our hard-earned wages.
I argue that if we are angry
at the amount taken in taxes,
let us look at where in reality
our expenditures are. We who
spend so much on extraneous
comforts have no reason to
complain about the provisions
of education, healthcare, military protection, and working
transportation given by the
government. Even though we
may not agree with particular
decisions or parties within the
government, it is wrong to be
ungrateful for the bounty we
have in America and to ignore
our own spending defects
while highlighting those of
our leaders.
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Christmas
break recap
Men’s Basketball
Record 10-5/ Since Dec. 15:
7-1
Scoring leaders: Colton McGriff 11.0 ppg, Jon Devries
10.1 ppg
Rebounding leaders: Colton
McGriff 5.6 rpg, Sam Bowman 4.8 rpg
Callum Sears scored his
1,000th career point on Jan.
5 against Hiawassee

Basketball streaking

Kalie Adams

by Peter Wilkerson

While most of the student
body was still home enjoying
the holidays, the Covenant
College men’s basketball team
returned to the mountain to
gear up for the second half of
their season.
The first half of the Scots’
season ended with a record
of 5-5. As of last Friday,
the Scots record shot up to
10-5 after a six-game winning streak. This marks the
most successful stretch for
the Covenant men’s basketball
team since 2004-05. So what
happened?
This season, the men’s basketball made the commitment
to improve on the defensive
end. This commitment is
showing in their performance.
Last year, the Scots allowed

opponents to score more than
70 points per game. This year
the Scots are holding opponents to 60 points per game.
Recently the Scots have been
super stingy on defense. In
the last game against Berry,
the Scots pestered Berry’s top
two players into a combined
5-20 from the field (that ’s really good defense).
“Most of our wins are coming because we are locking up
on the defensive end,” said
Coach Taylor of the defensive
end.
As Senior Rosbie Mutcherson put it, “It ’s ‘cause we strap
up.”
Additionally the Scots have
the advantage of a large base
of strong players. On the
roster there are seven players
who are capable of scoring
15 points in any given game.

The Scots play 10-12 men per
game, and no one on the team
averages more than 26 minutes a game.
“It ’s so hard to scout you
guys,” said the coach of a
recent opponent. “You play so
many guys. It ’s hard to prepare for a team like that.”
After the fall semester’s
exams ended, the men’s and
women’s basketball teams
went on a mission trip to
Costa Rica. The teams worked
with several local churches,
an orphanage, and a widow’s
ministry throughout the week,
and were also given opportunities to play basketball
against local Costa Rican
teams.
“The trip helped create a
unique bond among our team
and a confidence in our style
of play,” said Taylor.

The men’s team played two
good Costa Rican basketball
teams, including their national team. The Scots went 1-1
in Costa Rica, but their opponents were much bigger and
stronger than any teams they
had played before. This exposure helped create a toughness
and grit that carried over into
the spring semester.
The Scots look to continue
their winning streak against
Maryville College on Wednesday, Jan. 16, at Maryville.
Their next home game will be
in Barnes Gymnasium on Saturday, Jan. 19, against Florida
Christian College at 3 p.m.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Peter Wilkerson at peter.wilkerson@covenant.edu

Women’s Basketball
Record: 6-5/ Since Dec. 15:
1-2
Scoring L eaders: Jessika
Blankenship 15.5, Haley
Soles 10.5
Rebounding L eaders: Alexis
Storteboom 8.1, Jessika
Blankenship 7.5
The Lady Scots are 1-1 in
conference play

