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‘Nooga
Outdoors

New clubs
by Mary Lynn Alexander

by Grace Mullaney

In August of last year, the editors of Outside Magazine got a
big surprise when they tallied
results in their magazine’s hunt
for “the Best Town Ever.” Outside
Magazine readers emphatically
declared Chattanooga, TN as
the best town ever for outdoor
enthusiasts.
With accolades like this, it is
hardly surprising that Blue Ridge
Outdoors Magazine readers just
named Chattanooga “The Best
Outdoor City” in their Nov. issue. Blue Ridge Outdoors pointed
to Chattanooga’s downtown
renaissance as part of the key to
the city’s success. Blue Ridge also
noted Chattanooga’s recently developed citywide bike-share project that sounds more like New
York City or Boston than the
mid-sized city of Chattanooga.
“I’m floored by how spoiled we
are in Chattanooga,” said senior
and Chattanooga local John
Drexler. “I have several friends
who travel here regularly just to
rock climb, bike, or go backpacking.”
Chattanooga’s outdoor
achievements show no signs of
Continued on page 2News

Fall break in Iraq
by Rebekah Taft

Three Covenant students and
Professor of Education Daphne
Haddad took fall break as an
opportunity to visit schools in
Iraq’s Kurdish north, a trip which
had originally been scheduled for
spring break.
The decision to move the trip
from spring to fall was made suddenly on March 1, when American teacher Jeremiah Small, an
employee of one of the schools the

team was to visit, was fatally shot
by one of his own students.
Junior team members Georgia
Granholm, Pauli Dillard, and
Zack Wear were disappointed
at having to cancel the trip so
suddenly, but were excited by the
opportunity to reschedule the trip
for this fall.
The purpose of the the trip was
to look into opportunities for
Covenant education majors to
do student teaching and maybe
eventually teach full time at the

Facebook.com

Classical Schools of the Medes
(CSM), three classical Christian
schools in Kurdistan.
“It’s a lot easier to do that if a
professor and students have been
over there,” said Dillard.
Other purposes were to encourage staff members at the schools
and to look into the possibility
of Dr. Haddad teaching a May
term course there, something that
would probably appeal to education or community development
Continued on page 2News

This semester, if you see frisbees
flying across campus, it might
just be a meeting for Disc Golf
Club, one of the six new clubs the
student body formed this semester. Hockey, Triathlon, Zumba,
Climbing, and Fencing make up
the other five.
Every club has something different to offer each student.
“The Hockey Club is for anyone
interested, no matter their skill,”
said Hockey Club President Pieter
de Groot.
The members play pick-up on
Thursdays, and compete on Saturday nights in the Chattanooga
Hockey league. If you’re not the
best player, there’s another way to
enjoy the sport.
“The Hockey Club is a great
way to play the game with fellow
students, but it’s also a great game
to watch. We love it when we
have fans!” said club member Nate
Groelsma.
If you love to exercise, have a
good time, and dance til you drop,
Zumba is the club for you.
“Zumba is a great way to work
out with your friends and meet
new students, and it’s just plain
fun!” said club member Maddie
Prentis. The Zumba Club meets
Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:15
Continued on page 2News
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Nooga’ Outdoors
Continued from front page

slowing. It was recently determined that the Great Easter
Trail which runs from Florida
to New York will now include
Chattanooga. The Times Free
Press reported that the trail in
Chattanooga will connect with
the Riverwalk and St. Elmo’s
Guild Trail.
“Over the past ten years I’ve
seen more transplants coming
to Chattanooga because they’ve
caught wind of what’s going on
with Chattanooga’s outdoors,”
said senior and Chattanoogan

Fall break in Iraq
Continued from front page

majors.
The team spent a total of 10
days abroad, beginning with an
Oct. 12 flight to Istanbul. From
there, they visited Kurdistan’s three
biggest cities--Arbil, Duhok, and
Sulaymaniyah. Each of these cities
houses a CSM school.

New clubs

Continued from front page
p.m., and Saturdays at 11:45 a.m.
“Zumba is a great way to work
out that isn’t intimidating like the
weight room. The students always
have a good time, “ said Zumba
Club President Brittany Farmer.
For the outdoor lovers, there’s
the Climbing Club.
“I love taking people climbing who enjoy the outdoors,” said
Climbing Club President Peter
Bradshaw. “It’s also great to meet
members of the Chattanooga
community at the gym,” he added.
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Chelsey Duble. “I think Chattanooga is just now being found
out and people are moving here
because of the great outdoor
appeal.”
Chattanooga’s outdoor charm
is largely due to it’s unique location.
“Chattanooga is located in
the middle of the TAG region
(the intersection of TennesseeAlabama-Georgia),” said senior
outdoor aficionado Matt Bristley.
“That intersection contains some
of the best caving and climbing
in the country.”
Chattanooga offers a combination of mountain and water

sports, providing hiking, climbing, kayaking, canoeing, and
paddle boarding opportunities,
among others.
“Sometimes I forget how awesome our home is,” said Drexler.
“Chattanooga is a vibrant city
wedged in the middle of gorgeous mountains with accessible
outdoor activities. It’s the best of
both worlds.”
With the motto “come out
and play,” Outdoor Chattanooga
provides Chattanooga residents
easy access to the unique outdoor opportunities the city has
to offer. An initiative of the
city’s Strategic Plan for Outdoor

Recreation in the Chattanooga
region, Outdoor Chattanooga
provides educational opportunities, hosts sporting events, and
is a one-stop-shop for Chattanoogans looking to spend time
outside.
“One thing that I love is the
trail running series sponsored
by Rock Creek Outfitters,” said
alumna Anne McNutt, who currently resides in Chattanooga.
“The series covers everything
from a family friendly 5K to a
challenging 50K ‘Stump Jump.’”
Covenant students are no
strangers to the opportunities
Chattanooga has to offer. The

Covenant Outdoor Club connects students with a variety of
outdoor recreational activities.
“Covenant’s Outdoor Club
is awesome at providing ways
for students to explore their
adventurous side,” said McNutt.
“Whether you want to go on a
hike along the bluff or wiggle
your way through a cave, test
your bravery on the side of a cliff
or enjoy the river, there is plenty
to do.”
Blue Ridge Outdoors Magazine
published its article on Chattanooga in the Nov. 2 issue of the
online magazine.

“We were in the schools during
the day, and at night, we would
be with the staff members,” said
Dillard.
CSM schools were planted by
Nashville-based non-profit Servant Group International, where
Dillard’s dad, Dave Dillard, is director. The Dillard family lived in
Kurdistan in 2007 and have visited
several times since then.

“I enjoyed hearing the staff
members’ stories about being in
school and seeing that they are
still very much staying strong
where they are,” said Dillard.
Time spent in Sulaymaniyah-the city where Small was killed-was both brief and hard.
“We had the opportunity to see
[Small’s] grave,” said Wear.
The team also briefly visited

the CSM school in Sulaymaniyah
where Jeremiah was shot. There are
no American teachers currently
employed there for safety reasons.
“People are really struggling
through [Small’s death] and its
causes. I talked to some students who
were really traumatized and didn’t
know what to do,” said Dillard.
While the trip was sobering
in some respects, the team made

some good observations and had a
fun experience.
“Seeing the kids and how much
they really appreciated the schools
and how well they were behaved
was a highlight,” said Wear.
The team also enjoyed seeing many of the historical sights
along the way, including the Hagia
Sophia in Istanbul and Assyrian
ruins on the road to Duhok.

“It’s actually a really safe sport.
People should just try it,” said
Climbing Club Vice President
Graham LePage. The club members train weekly at the Tennessee
Bouldering Authority and climb
outdoors on the weekends. In Fall
2013, the club leaders hope to
make climbing a varsity sport in
the athletic department and attend
regional climbing competitions.
A Triathlon Club has begun too,
for those who enjoy endurance
sports.
“Triathlons aren’t just for
skinny guys who shave their legs;
everyone should definitely try a

tri!” said Tri Club President Mary
Kathryn Kuehnert. A group of
nine Covenant students decided
to form the club after participating in an international triathlon
last spring.
Though still in its beginning stages, the club has grown
significantly. Its facebook page
has 35 members, many of whom
are training for three upcoming
triathlons in the spring.
The Fencing and Disc Golf
Clubs are also great ways to plug
into the Covenant community.
Disc Golf is a combination of
Frisbee and golf. The goal is to get

the disc into an iron basket, called
a “hole,” in as few tries as possible.
It may sound tough, but it’s fun.
“I’ve never taken someone to
play disc golf who didn’t have a
great time, even the beginners,”
said Disc Golf Club President
Zach Smith. Smith is working
on getting a “hole” on campus, so
anyone can learn, but for now, the
club meets a few times a semester
at a local course to play.
“It’s great to play with people
who love the sport, but I also want
more people to try it!” said Smith.
The Fencing Club seeks to
provide instruction for beginners,

and competition for the advanced
fencers. It meets Saturdays in
Barnes Gym at 2:30 p.m.
“A few people started meeting
together to practice, and then it
grew into a true club,” said Fencing Club President Catherine
Mullins. The members hope to
attend competitions in the future.
Student Body President Susanna Griffith said, “These particular
new clubs help make Covenant
student life more vibrant and active. Participating in student clubs
can be the most memorable part
of a student’s collegiate life.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
Your move professors.
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The Verdict
Yes...to Christmas
music.
Yes...you have
to wait one more
week.
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by MK Perkins

Our high school hired a part
time art instructor my freshman
year. She had soft brown curls
that bounced out of her ponytail and into her smiling face. It
suited her. In the first week, she
told us about a college semester
spent in France leading bicycle
tours. The summer following
France, she lived on an island
and painted murals. I’ve forgotten the details. Until I recently,
I had even forgotten the impact
she’d had on me as she related
images of sunshine, girlfriends,
cheap apartments, tourists, and
locals from her time abroad. I
renewed contact with her last
month and now, I remember.
As I prepared to go to college,
I discovered a lot of new things
about my mom. My departure

seemed to stir her university
memories to life. She told me
she’d studied French. I’d forgotten about that. What I didn’t
know was that sophomore year,
she’d started talking about going
abroad. Her friends were not
interested. She was dating my dad
and he didn’t understand either.
She was considering applying for
the program in France but as she
talked it through with her friends,
they discouraged it. She didn’t go.
Mom tells me—with a laugh—
that she still has to work to
forgive my dad. When I went to
France last year, it was for me…
but it was also for her.
My second French language
class was spring semester,
sophomore year. Our professor was an adjunct. She was tall
and slim with dark cropped hair,
pursed rosy lips, and a particu-

lar way of speaking that left us
captivated—mostly because we
couldn’t understand what she was
saying. She was young and I think
slightly discouraged by how little
our French 102 class comprehended. She brought an enthusiasm for the language and the
country that was almost shocking.
I thought my eyes would never
fit back inside my head, they
swelled so large with wonder as
she related her story of living and
working in the most fashionable
district of Paris. French class
used to make me nervous. I could
barely count to ten. Even so, I
started asking questions about
her internship with the designer
Emanuel Ungaro in Paris. My
desire to explore the fashion
world drew me to this “City of
Lights” but once I got there, the
internship never worked out.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

Even the fashion illustration class
I had enrolled in was cancelled.
Sometimes, God uses one array
of dreams and hopes to fulfill
another set of purposes.
I went to my advisor’s office
one week during my sophomore
year. I told her I meant to study
abroad in France for a semester.
She asked me many questions
and instructed me on what to
expect, telling me things that
were difficult. I began to realize
that organizing the program and
putting papers in order was going
to be complicated. Keep asking
questions. If this is what you want
to do, you can figure it out. She
used to intimidate me. She was
confident and experienced. Her
smile had to be earned. She asked
me at that meeting, why not go
for a full year? And I had no
answer. Why not?
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Introducing 35.85 The Guild
by Calvin Cummings

You enter through a back entrance that opens to a hallway
with untreated cement floors
and doors that lead to different
rooms devoted to screenprinting
and professional studio space.
The corridor feeds into an open
space with several potter’s wheels
and many drying racks filled
with bowls, mugs, and other
finely crafted clay kitchenware.
This building, nestled between a
jazz venue and comedy club on
East Brainerd in Chattanooga, is
the Countdown Building, one of
the main facilities for the 35.85
Guild. The 35.85 Guild is a collective of professionals artists,
amateurs seeking guidance, and
people just looking to explore
how to express their philosophies

creatively. As a group, their goal
is universal: to connect. They are
a community that believe art is
important, and have been working hard to get others to believe
that too.
The Guild has two other locations: the St. Elmo Fire Hall and
the General Store. Both located
in St. Elmo, the former is both a
concert venue and event holder
for the Guild, particularly galleries for emerging artists and
the upcoming St. Elmo Holiday
Market. The latter, just a few
blocks away, is a woodworking
shop and stain glass studio. All
three are community centers and
areas meant to facilitate education of the arts in in Chattanooga. They remain relevant by
tirelessly working to facilitate
both creative and social capital

BOOM Review
by Jacob Corbett

According to their Tumblr, the
Theater for the New South’s mission is to “energize the writing,
directing, and acting community
of Chattanooga in an effort to see
our artists’ work produced on a
national level.” They are professional actors working with limited
resources in a city whose performance art scene lags behind its
visual or audio counterparts. That
being said, it was standing room
only on the last performance of
Peter Nachtrieb’s post-apocalyptic,
intensely personal, and quite funny
three person show, BOOM at the
Rivoli Art Mill.
A graduate student, an undergraduate student, and four fish in
a room are all we know about the
end of the world. The apocalypse
comes this time in the form of a
comet. While doing his dissertation work on the sleep habits of
subtropical coral reef fish, grad
student Jules (played by Matt
Johnson) noticed a fishy pattern
of hiding at regular and increasing intervals. Though he tried his
hardest, his warnings to the scien-

tific community go unheeded, and
he resorts to Craigslist. Responding to a personal ad promising
“sex to change the course of the
world” and “intensely significant
coupling,” Jo (played by Katelynd
Frierson) shows up at Jules’ apartment/lab/bunker approximately
7 minutes before the end of the
world. Unfortunately, Jules is gay
and Jo hates babies. Two of the
most unlikely candidates for the
reproduction of the human species.
BOOM is a very clever show.
It derides expectations, while at
the same time fulfilling them
in unexpected ways. The whole
validity of what we are seeing is
called into question by the third
character, Barbara (played by the
final cast member, Karen Henderson), who is our guide in the
exhibit that we are witnessing. It
is her presence that grounds us
in a reality some 65 million years
after the events we are witnessing.
Barbara is our guide in celebrating the wonderful randomness
of life. She revels in the fact that
her own conception was a random
occurrence of a woman swimming
in the ocean in the proximity of

between the residents of Chattanooga. From pottery lessons
at the Countdown Building to
artist galleries at the Fire Hall,
community is not only sought
out but created.
The 35.85 Guild offers an
incredible invitation for Covenant students to engage with
the culture of Chattanooga and
explore what it looks like to
interact with professional artists.
The Guild will begin holding art
critiques soon. These meetings
will be devoted to the sharing
and evaluating of both professional and aspiring artists’ work
and are open to all. Perspective
is valuable from every viewpoint,
even from someone who does
not create or know much about
art. These will be held every
other month, with artist salons

being held in the off months in
between. The salons will offer a
time for discussion and fellowship amongst the creative people
in the area. Covenant students
are welcome to both of these and
should look out for announcements concerning these events
on the Guild’s facebook page.
(facebook.com/3585Guild)

The Guild actively serves the
community they are in by “supporting artist development and
providing advocacy and awareness
for creating thriving art ecosystems,” and Covenant artists and
students looking to be challenged
owe it to themselves to be exposed
to the Guild’s work.

Nooga.com

male ejaculate. “That would be the
worst” I whispered to my seatmate,
who agreed. But not in BOOM,
where God has been completely
replaced by the randomness of the
cosmos. The will to survive is the
god that reigns in this universe,
and randomness is his goddess.
“Why didn’t you have interviews?”
screams Jo to Jules. “Craigslist is
random, I thought there was a certain poetry to that.” Thanks Jules,

for leaving the future of humanity
up to poetry.
Though the worldview presented in BOOM may be diametrically
opposed to that of Covenant’s,
simply by it’s existence as a piece
of worthwhile art means that
it was worth engaging in. Just
because you may disagree or be
offended by the f word doesn’t
negate the piece as a thoughtful
expression of another human’s

mind and soul, which means it
intrinsically has value. If we hope
to lose the stigma in the arts community of fundamentalists that
hide on a mountain, it’s our duty
to engage thoughtfully in what
our city has to offer. Check out
what’s next from Theatre for the
New South, Ensemble Theatre of
Chattanooga, or the Chattanooga
Theatre Centre, just to name a few.
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The
Sun Is
Risen

Wreck-It Ralph

by Ann Marie Granberry

Dare one begin to raise its voice?
May it be too dark yet to rejoice?
The Rise has only just begun,
Can he be sure the night is done?
The darkened sky begins to clear
The tiniest rays have appeared
And with one small, courageous
breath
The bird decides to defy death
Shadows lay behind him still
With things that lurk and things
that kill
But he has his eyes fixed on the
east
The Sun will soon reveal the beast
Eyes aglow he sings his song
His hopes and joys grow all along
The dark will fade; he’ll make it
through
The Sun shall be his rescue soon
Others look up from their nests
They stretch their wings and puff
their breasts
They heard his song while they hid
They heard the song, yes they did
Now is the time to join the tune
The Sun will be fully risen soon
No more reason to hide and wait
Death in the night was not your
fate
So many tongues sing along
Some that whistle, some that hum
But out of so much diverse chaos
Comes the most astounding
chorus
Flitting here and gliding there
The light and song spread everywhere
The joy could never be mistaken
As the birds sing “The Sun has
risen”

Arts: 5

by Dan Thompson

Video-game movies have a
pretty terrible reputation.
Most of it is well earned too.
Between the Street Fighter
movies, the Super Mario Bros.
movie, and the Resident Evil
franchise, there have already
been enough terrible movies
to lose even the most gamefriendly audiences. But WreckIt Ralph tries something new.
Instead of being about the
characters of a game as if they
had their own universe to play
around in, the characters are
fully aware of their position.
This idea is along similar lines
as the classic Toy Story. The
characters can bounce around
from game to game, interacting with all the characters
therein. The main character
is Wreck-It Ralph (voiced

by John C. Riley) who is the
antagonist of the arcade game
Fix-it Felix Junior. The game
is turning thirty years old and
in all that time Ralph has
been constantly hated by the
other characters in his game.
In a group which I can only
describe as ‘Bad Guys Anonymous,’ Ralph admits that he’s
sick of being the bad guy. So
he goes in search of a game
where he can be the hero.
With tons of references
to classic games like Street
Fighter, Super Mario, Mortal
Kombat, and Pac Man (among
many others) this movie is
clearly a love letter to gamers. But does Wreck-It Ralph
deliver?
I’m happy to report that, yes,
Wreck-It Ralph is everything
I wanted it to be and a little
more. Disney has once again

made another classic. The first
thing done right is avoiding
the obvious ‘If the bad guy is
the good guy, then the good
guy must be the bad guy’ route.
That’s not to say that that
can’t work (see Dr. Horrible’s
Sing-Along Blog), but in this
case it was a much better idea
to keep Fix-it Felix (voiced
by Jack McBrayer) a friend.
The other two main characters, Vanellope von Schweetz
and Sergeant Calhoun, voiced
by Sarah Silverman and Jane
Lynch respectively, are both
extremely likeable as well.
While some people may find
her annoying my guess is most
people will find Vanellope just
as adorable as I did.
There was one thing that
bugged me about the film:
product placement. There
was a fair amount of it. Particularly candy. Fortunately it
actually made sense for it to
be there, (“Sugar Rush” is a
candy themed game after all)
and I suppose it’s not really a
big problem. It’s not like this
movie was created to be one
big commercial. In hindsight
it’s not so bad, but they could
have tuned it down a notch.
The visuals deserve a special
mention. Every setting was designed and animated with tons
of creativity from the gritty
and dark “Hero’s Duty” to
the blindingly colorful “Sugar
Rush.” Each main character
has a very distinctive style that
fits perfectly with their role,
and somehow all these very
different elements can feel like
a cohesive whole. Everything
is very stylish and enjoyable to
look at.
I wasn’t entirely sure about
how decent the plot would be
until I watched it for myself.
For a period of time in the
movie I felt like it just kept
adding new elements with no
sign of slowing up. The longer
the film went on, the less sure

I was that the climax would
deliver. Luckily I was dead
wrong. Keeping it spoiler-free,
the last fifteen minutes of the
movie are just fantastic. Somehow it pulls each and every
disparate element together
and, miraculously, not one part
of it feels forced. The last line
of the film is nothing short of
wonderful. However, that’s not
to say there aren’t any other
scenes with emotional weight.
While Disney would probably never go for anything less
than a happy ending, I’m often
surprised by the stuff they
put their characters through.
Wreck-It Ralph is no exception.
I cannot conclude this review without bringing up a few
of those moments that tickled
my gamer fancy. Ryu, Ken,
Blanka, Zangief, and M. Bison
all made appearances. Seeing
Bowser on the big screen was a
real treat. Kano ripped someone’s heart out. Up up down
down left right left right B A
Select Start. But my favorite
was definitely “the most tragic
back-story ever” which I won’t
spoil. You’ll have to see it for
yourself.
The bottom line is this:
Wreck-It Ralph is yet another
movie we’ll be referring to as
a “Disney Classic” in fifteen or
twenty years. Gorgeous visuals,
extremely likeable characters,
a legitimately emotional plot,
and tons of goodies for gamers. If you’ve never caught
yourself singing along with
“The Circle of Life” in broken
Swahili, never crashed your
wrists together and shouted
“HADOKEN!”, never fallen in
love with a Disney prince or
princess, or you’ve never felt
like the Bad Guy, steer clear
of Wreck-It Ralph. But for everyone else, you’d have to be a
total n00b to not see this one.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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Response to leggings article
by Anna Hollidge

First off, I want to say that I
loved Matt and Joe’s article. I
appreciated their humor and
honesty, as well as their care
not to blame girls or condemn
them in any way. But the uproar this article caused, I think,
has brought up a bigger issue
of how men and women should
interact with the concept of
modesty. Women today, thankfully, have a much larger voice,
place, and amount of freedom
in society; godly women have
a great venue to stand for the
Gospel in ways they were not
always given. At the same time,
as women have been freer to
dress how they like and the
discussion of modesty has
become minimized or rejected;
a godly man’s job has gotten
harder. As free, strong, fully
affirmed women in Christ, we
ought to be more supportive
of our brothers in Christ and
more helpful to them in their
daily battle. So this one’s for
the boys.
Guys have it rough. They live
in an overly sexualized, overly
visual world as sexual, visual
creatures. Girls, yes, so do we.

But men have many more
images thrown their way to
tempt them than we do. If you
have brothers at home, or have
ever talked to one of your guys
friends about this, you know
this is true. This constant flow
of visual temptation, however, does not ever give guys
an excuse to sin by objectifying women. If they ever think
that temptation would totally
disappear if all women wore
burqas, this would be ignoring the issue and shifting the
blame. As Christians, we are
called to actively address our
sins and resist temptation, no
ifs, ands, or buts. Just about
every outfit could accidentally
become revealing: skirts fly up
with a sudden gust of wind,
shirts shrink in the laundry.
But this does not give a man an
excuse to lust after a woman.
Men are called to love God and
love women as the image of
God, and not to dwell on these
images in a sinful way.
But most of these Christian men, who love the Lord
and their sisters in Christ, are
actively resisting temptation. I
have talked to many guys who
are deeply respectful of women

and keep
the image of
them in their
minds pure.
Men who are
seeking to
love the Lord
are constantly
sacrificing
their comfort
to love us
ladies. And
we should be
willing to do
the same. Our
brothers are
more important than the
comfort we
may get from
wearing leggings without
gym shorts.
And surely
loving these brothers is worth
putting on a longer shirt or
dress to cover our backsides!
This does not mean that
we need to hide our curves or
make ourselves look unflattering. Women were designed
with curves. We are supposed
to be and feel beautiful. And
rejecting this will not make
all the sexual sin issues van-

ish. As my mother has told me,
“Modesty for women does not
mean stopping men from sinning. Sin is easy -- you could
lust after a women dressed in a
burlap sack. Our job is to not
knowingly throw temptation
in their face.” And we need
guys, particularly fathers and
brothers, to let us know when
we‘re doing this. But once we

do know this, we should try
to make their job easier. Our
brothers spend all day resisting
temptation, looking away from
things that pop up on their
screens and looking away when
we bend over and stuff happens
with our shirts. And the least
we can do out of gratitude and
respect for their love for us is
to put on a pair of shorts.

telling women what they should
do is far more damaging to the
community than women (or
men, for that matter) dressing
immodestly. This is especially
true of blanket statements concerning all the female students
of Covenant (many of whom I’m
sure the authors do not know on
any sort of personal level). The
main problem with the “please
do ‘X’ out of love to help us not
sin” kind of argument is that it
completely misses the point of
what’s going on. The truth is
that lust—and any other sin—is

caused by our sinful hearts. If
I lust, it is because my heart is
sinful. If I covet, it is because my
heart is sinful. If I am prideful,
it is because my heart is sinful, and so on. We cannot place
the blame on other people. It
makes us believe that if only the
other person would do ‘x,’ then
we would be less sinful. Only
God saving and sanctifying us
can change our sinful hearts. I
know that sounds really Sunday
School-ish, but it’s true (and
that’s a good thing!).
At the risk of sounding like an

angry feminist (I’m not, really),
I think it’s important to briefly
address the issue of gender. Had
that article come from a woman, it
would have been more appropriate. “Hey friends and hall-mates,
maybe we should try to wear pants
when we go to class…” would have
worked better. While I’m sure that
the authors didn’t intend to assert
their male authority, we the church
do have a very unfortunate history
of blaming lust on women, and we
ought to be sensitive to that. Asking women to cover themselves
so that they won’t cause their

neighbors to lust “immediately
sexualizes women” (as Christiana
Fitzpatrick stated in a long Facebook post), and it communicates
that our bodies are the problem.
That’s false and harmful to community. I’m not trying to say that
we as women should be insensitive to our brothers, or that we
should just do whatever we want
in the name of freedom. Instead, I
am proposing that we need to be
really careful in considering what
the root and cause of the issue is,
and that we love each other well
by not shifting blame.

Thesetightsarenotpants.com

And bikini tops aren’t shirts
by Gabi Washburn

While I agree with Mr. Hudnut
and Mr. Riddle that leggings are
not pants, and I respect them for
admitting to the entire Covenant
community that they struggle,
I feel that their article last
week was inappropriate. This is
not because I think that all the
women of Covenant should go to
class dressed like Ke$ha. Rather,
I think it was inappropriate
because if we’re really concerned
with being a community that
loves each other as Christ, men
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Should we work on Sunday?
by Catherine Kercher

I’m writing this article in response
to Garrison Dale’s article “Work
on Sunday.” I agree with Dale
and all others interviewed for his
article that Sunday worship is
important. It is a wonderful day
for fellowship, rest, and Spikeball.
However, I think that as believers
and followers of Christ, we should
be open to working a few Sundays
every now and then, especially
when it benefits the community
we live in.
I was once a Chartwells work
study student. I was once in your

place. I woke up at 6 AM to work
before class and practice, I questioned whether that hunk of “deli
meat” in the walk-in fridge was
really meat, and I wept in front of
my hall mates like a baby for the
first two weeks complaining about
work. But then, as the school year
progressed, I learned that, as awful
as it might seem, I was serving
my peers and professors. Isn’t that
something that we learned from
Jesus’ life? We are called to serve!
Serving and work are blessings,
God-ordained, and therefore good.
In addition to learning what
service looked like, I learned that

life isn’t going to be as comfortable as it was when I was in high
school. My parents would often
remind me during this time that
sometimes you have to do things
you just don’t want to do. Sometimes that means working on
Sundays or even during a holiday.
Working for Chartwells taught
me early on at Covenant that
sometimes I am going to have to
do things that I simply don’t want
to do. But you know what? It is
good and I am better for it. How
was I supposed to learn about hard
work and discipline if I wasn’t able
to experience it for myself ? While

comes out of this election is
wholly ironic and almost totally unexpected. The economy,
which was supposed to be
everybody’s number one issue,
caused nothing to change; it’s
as if people saw a problem, but
then ignored it. However, it
was social issues that caused
the most soul-searching, and it
was social issues that became
the most interesting thing (to
me, at least). This is despite the
fact that social issues polled
very low when people were
asked what their top concern
was. Barring federal action,
recreational marijuana is now
legal in Colorado and Washington, and its medicinal use
was legalized in Massachusetts
and Montana; same-sex marriage continued its lamentable
march into Maryland, Maine,
and Washington; abortion was
limited by Montana’s requiring parental notification, and
Florida denied state funds for
abortions.
These social issues are the
ones that Americans really care

about; they’re the issues that
will make Americans turn out
to vote. In a race where social
issues were being written off
and counted as moot, these are
the things that deserve the most
attention--if not for politicians,
then for Christians. Why does
the Church often oppose the
legalization of marijuana in any
capacity, even medicinally? Is it
for a good, biblically-grounded
reason, or is it because of historical biases driven by politicians and dislike for hippies
and others in the counterculture
movement? How do we live and
what does it mean to live in a
country whose support for gay
marriage apparently continues
to grow? Do we attempt to deal
with it on a national level, or
do we tackle it state by state?
How much longer must we
fight abortion as given to us
by judicial fiat through Roe v.
Wade in individual states until
it gets reviewed by the Supreme
Court? Should we make our
laws so restrictive that clinics
are forced to close their busi-

working for Chartwells my freshmen year was just a small taste of
doing something difficult, I think
it has given me a good basis for
forming a positive attitude towards
work. A simple change of attitude
can make all the difference and often make unbearable things much
more enjoyable.
The point of the matter is this:
everyone has to eat, and if Chartwells employees weren’t working
hard on Sunday morning at o’ dark
thirty, blood sugar levels would
dip and people would be grumpy.
So instead of looking at your next
Sunday morning shift as “work,”

why not look at it as an opportunity for service? Get to know one
of the full time employees you
work with or pray for your hall
as you set up the service line. Just
because you’re clocked in and not
in a church doesn’t mean you can’t
use the Sabbath well.
I live off campus now and I
don’t have a meal plan, so I don’t
really get to enjoy the fruits of
your labor, but know that you are
appreciated. Even though you are
probably still catching whiffs of
last night’s dinner on your clothes,
it’s going to get better!

Summarizing the election
by Phil Dennis

After seeing the returns of last
Tuesday’s election, I realized
that it was the most stupid
election ever, and not because
President Obama was reelected.
At the national level, the parties that run our government
learned nothing: the Democrats
won the White House without
running on any substantial issues or agenda (again), and the
Republicans ran a “Republicanin-name-only” that few in the
base were excited about, but
that was supposed to do very
well with independents (which
apparently is the only demographic that matters, again).
As for Congress, the parties
learned that gridlock, stagnation, and partisan bickering was
completely acceptable, for neither the Senate nor the House
changed hands. What happened
on Nov. 6, then? What difference did we make in terms of
the economy or health care?
Absolutely none.
The lack of difference that
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nesses (as has been the trend in
many states, especially in the
South), or do we allow for the
“safe” practice of this travesty
of humanity and then, as the
Church, extend counseling and
love to women who fall prey to
pernicious lies in times of crises
and have abortions?
We need to talk about these
things, because they’re apparently more important to the
country than we thought. Though
there’s obviously a ton to analyze,

consider, and weigh from this
election, I neither have the space
nor the knowledge of the facts
and intricacies to do much of it
justice. The question still stands
before us, however: what did
we learn? If we learned nothing
about Americans’ views on or
knowledge about the economy,
we definitely learned that social
issues are still an important
fixture of American politics, and
that they will be for some time to
come. Let’s face that challenge.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinios, please contact Opinions editors Greg Steele and Seth Mayberry at greg.steele@covenant.edu
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Sports
Scoop
by Peter Wilkerson

This last week saw both the volleyball and soccer teams gearing up
for regionals while cross country
and golf finished their fall seasons.
And basketball season is right
around the corner!
Women’s Soccer
The women’s soccer team heads
into the Mid-East Regional Tournament as the No. 2 seed. They
will start regionals off with a game
against the winner of the sixthseeded Tennessee Temple and
third-seeded Trevecca Nazarene
this Friday in Campbellsville, KY.
Women’s Volleyball
The volleyball team will face off
against Tennessee Temple at 11
am. The tournament will be held at
Tennessee Temple.
Women’s Basketball
The women’s basketball team kicks
off the season at home on Thursday, Nov.15 at 7 pm. The game will
be against Hiwassee College.

Volleyball freshman sensation
by Grace Hooper

Covenant’s Lady Scots volleyball team has received many
awards upon finishing a strong
season and beginning tournament play. The Lady Scots ended
their regular season schedule
with a record of 24-6, with an
impressive 10-0 in conference
play along with the conference
champion title.
The Lady Scots were led by
freshman sensation Chelsea Van
Dyk who accumulated 4 major
honors, a highlight of the Great
South Athletic Conference 2012
All-Conference awards concluding

the regular season.
Even more remarkable than
receiving the major honor is Van
Dyk’s stature on the team as a
Freshman. Van Dyk was named
Player of the Year and Freshman
of the Year, gaining positions on
both the Freshman and All Team
All-Conference teams.
Other Lady Scots awards included the selections of senior Jessica
Chittenden, junior Estes Carlson,
and sophomore Stephanie Kirkpatrick chosen as All-Conference team
players, Freshman Cora Schroder
named to the All-Freshman team,
and coach Heather Taylor earned
Coach of the Year.

Van Dyk leads the conference in
kills with 360 and hitting percentage at .381. Not only were these
numbers outstanding in conference, but they ranked her fifth
nationally in the NCCAA.
In Covenant’s Homecoming
victory over Asbury, Van Dyk
performed with a season high of
25 kills in the five-set match.
While her personal success is
impressive to say the least of the
Freshman middle hitter, Van Dyk
shares credit of accomplishment
with the unity and hard work ethic
of the whole team.
“My favorite memory of the
season was beating Asbury during

Covenant.edu

homecoming. It was a really exciting game. We came together and
worked hard for that win,” said
Van Dyk.
As the Lady Scots look forward
to tournament play, Van Dyk
expressed her excitement for the
challenge ahead of them.
“We have been working really
hard,” said Van Dyk, ”I think we are
ready for the higher competition.”
The Lady Scots will kick off
their Regional Tournament
matches on Friday, November 16
against Tennessee Temple, striving to continue their tradition of
winning and keep their national
championship hopes alive.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Peter Wilkerson at peter.wilkerson@covenant.edu

Cross Country
This past week the cross country
headed to the NCCAA Nationals where they saw six runners get
personal bests.
Men’s Soccer
The men’s soccer team will be
the No. 3 seed at the Mid-East
Regional Tournament. The tournament will be held in Jackson, TN
as the men will start the competition off at 3:30 on Friday.
Men’s Basketball
The men will start their season off
with a road game against Berry
College on Thursday at 7 pm. Their
first home game will be on Friday,
Nov. 16. The game will be held at 7
pm against Emory and Henry. The
game will be a WHITE-OUT
and the first 300 fans will receive
FREE Covenant basketball shirts!

