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Reformation
day lectures

Life after
college

by Lily Davis
by Bethany Daniels

Graduating from a post-secondary institution seems daunting
enough, but for many, the real
test comes after receiving their
diplomas. Academically brilliant
college graduates may be in for a
rude awakening when faced with
the practical, day-to-day concerns
of living outside of a college
community. In order to spark
discussion and thought about
these issues, Covenant’s Center
for Calling and Career, Alumni
Office, Student Development,
Student Senate and the senior
class are collaborating to sponsor
the event known as LifeKit.
“LifeKit is a series of events
targeted at helping seniors prepare for life after college,” said
Anthony Tucker, director of the
Center for Calling and Career.
“We are talking about all the
practical things you haven’t necessarily learned in the classroom
such as budgeting, insurance,
banking, real estate, and church
involvement.”
Senior Austin Wismer, who
is helping coordinate the event,
hopes to start connecting people
with post-graduation resources.
Continued on page 2News

Carter renovations
by Rebekah Taft

For junior Shuler Polk, life in his
Ghetto dorm room became a bit
brighter in August. He discovered that Facilities Management
and Planning had installed two
new sets of double hung windows with divided lights in his
room over the summer.
The new windows, which
are located on the west side of
Carter Hall, were installed outside two rooms--Polk’s and the
accounting office--in order to

test the possibility of restoring
Carter to its original architectural state.
“One of the big questions
we have is what windows and
what wall type would be best in
restoring the building. We used
two different window companies and two wall types to test
how the windows look and
how they operate,” said David
Northcutt, Director of Facilities Management and Planning.
On the left side of the sample
area, Facilities Management

Naomi Belz

and Planning attempted to
recreate Carter’s original wall
type, and on the right side, they
experimented with a different
design.
Both of these samples required the removal of Carter’s
current outer wall, which was
installed 30 years ago on top of
its original wall using a Dryvit
Insulation System. The method
essentially wrapped Carter in a
styrofoam-like material coated
in stucco.
Continued on page 2News

On Monday and Tuesday this
week, Covenant welcomed Dr.
Michael Horton onto campus as
the speaker for this year’s Reformation Day lecture series.
Dr. Horton is currently the J.
Gresham Madchen Professor of
Systematic Theology and Apologetics at Westminster Seminary
California. He received degrees
from Biola University, Westminster California, Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and the University of Coventry, according to the Westminster
Seminary California website.
A prolific author, Horton is also
currently the editor-in-chief of
Modern Reformation magazine
and the host of the White Horse
Inn, a weekly radio broadcast.
For Monday’s chapel, Dr.
Horton delivered a lecture titled,
“The Gospel-Driven Life,” based
on Romans chapter four. In this
lecture, Dr. Horton discussed the
tension between the law and the
grace of Christ. The law guides
God’s people and shows how
much they need Him, said Dr.
Horton, but it is grace that gives
the Christian purpose and “drive.”
In true Reformation Day fashion,
Dr. Horton also briefly traced out
Continued on page 3News
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Life after college
Continued from front page

“If I were to ask you right now
what type of life insurance to get,
would you know? These kinds
of practical questions can be
overwhelming for graduates,” said
Wismer.
The LifeKit kickoff dinner, first
in a series of three events, will
be held on Nov. 6 at 5:15 p.m. in
Maclellan/Rymer’s Caudle Room.
LifeKit is open to juniors and
seniors and requires an RSVP due
to limited space. The deadline to
RSVP is Nov. 1 at 4:30 p.m.
President Halvorson will
discuss his personal experiences
post-graduation. Covenant alum
and real estate agent Jim Lea
(’02) will speak about real estate
and share useful housing information.
“LifeKit is less about ‘here are
the steps’ and more about ‘brace
yourself,’” said Wismer. “When
students leave Covenant, there
will be a loss of community and
that will be very hard for some to
deal with, especially if they expect
(community) to come to them.”
There will be brainstorming
at the end of the session to hear
students’ thoughts about what the

Carter renovations
Continued from front page

Facilities Management and
Planning will retest the windows and walls in May to check
for durability and leakages.
Temporary removable walls
have been installed on the
interior of the rooms with new
windows to allow for this to
happen easily.
“One of our top priorities it
that [the building] is weather

Vol. 59.9

next two events could look like.
There will also be a drawing for
prizes, including the grand prize
of a $50 Amazon gift card.
“These events should be a lot
of fun, but they also are intended
to get students to start thinking about what they will need
to consider after college,” said
sophomore Zoe Warren, who
works in the Center for Calling
and Career.
“We, at the Center for Calling
and Career, want it to be about
more than just getting a job.
That’s part of why we’re here, but
if that’s all we are here for I think
that is undermining the value
of Covenant, and the value of
Covenant is the holistic view of
life which is rooted in Scripture,”
said Tucker.
The Center for Calling and
Career exists to make sure
students are prepared to leave
the academic world and enter
a different community. The
past two years, representatives
from different companies came
up to Covenant to engage in
conversations with students in
a fair-style setting. The Center is able to revamp LifeKit
this year due to involvement of
other offices. Recent graduates

are also invited to this event to
connect with students and shed
some light on life after graduation. Student Development and
the Alumni Office are working
alongside the Center for Calling
and Career to make these events
useful for students.
“I wish I would have known
how much harder it is to get

plugged into a solid community
once you graduate,” said Jonathan Ingraham, associate dean of
students for residence life.
“When you are no longer living
in residence halls and move to
a new town it is very difficult to
find close community; I wish I
would have realized how important it was to intentionally get

plugged into a church.”
Though LifeKit is targeted
at seniors, underclassmen are
encouraged to begin thinking
about life beyond college now.
Covenant’s many resources and
connections in Chattanooga
provide the perfect opportunity
for students to start exploring options for the future.

tight,” said Northcutt on what
he will be looking for in May.
In addition to the new walls
and windows, Facilities Management and Planning tested
a method of repairing Carter’s
stonework over the summer, as
is evidenced on the northeast
side of Carter’s veranda.
“We went through the entire
repair process, so we know
what we’ll get into in doing
the whole thing,” said Northcutt.

While testing is underway,
determining the cost of the
project is still in process.
“We are working with a contractor and an architect to see
what it would cost and trying
to figure out how we’ll strategize the sequencing of doing
the work,” said Northcutt.
In addition to exterior restorations, Facilities Management
and Planning is looking into
doing renovations in the interior of Carter.

“Trying to get the building
so it’s water tight is important,
but the systems are important too,” said Northcutt, who
says the building needs new
plumbing, electrical, and fire
sprinkling systems in order to
function well.
Funding for the project has
begun as part of Covenant’s
BUILD campaign, which seeks
to raise $53 million over the
course of eight years.
While Northcutt wants to

emphasize that the project is
still being evaluated for its pros
and cons, he recognizes that the
merits of restoring the building to its former state extend
beyond having a weather tight
space.
“If this project happens, I
think we would end up with a
piece of architecture that would
connect us with our past and be
a valuable asset in itself for the
college,” said Northcutt.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Ooo, Looks like you need a Tootsie Roll!
-Dr. Dennison in Christian Doctrine I
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Reformation day
Continued from front page

the five solas in this passage.
On Monday afternoon, in Sanderson 215, students, faculty, and
staff gathered to hear Dr. Horton
give a brief lecture on Two Kingdoms Theology. After Horton’s
introduction of the subject, a panel
consisting of Jeff Dryden, Associate Professor of Biblical Studies,
Bill Davis, Professor of Philosophy, and Brian Fikkert, Professor
of Economics and Community
Development, provided comments.
Two Kingdoms Theology is
an alternative Reformed worldview. Instead of the worldview
that most Covenant students are
familiar with—the idea God has
called all Christians to specific
tasks or disciplines and that they
can and should redeem those

News: 3

tasks and disciplines in the world
through Christ—Two Kingdoms
proposes that only the preaching
of the Word and administration
of the sacraments are redemptive
work that is happening now. No
job outside of these two things
is in any way building or bearing
witness to Christ’s coming kingdom, according to Two Kingdoms
Theology. This theology puts an
emphasis on Natural Law as the
ethic that governs the world outside of Christ’s church.
Dr. Horton admitted in his
Monday afternoon lecture that he
is sympathetic to Two Kingdoms
Theology, although he also said
that he did have a few reservations
about it. His lecture provided the
audience with a basic outline of
his reasons for leaning toward this
theological perspective.
The Redeem/Transform world-

view, according to Dr. Horton,
brings with it “a lot of naïveté
about how to change the world.
There are very few William Wilberforces out there… This puts a
lot of pressure on Christians with
ordinary callings to go out and
‘change the world’.”
After Dr. Horton’s introduction, Dr. Dryden, Dr. Davis, and
Dr. Fikkert voiced some of their
thoughts and concerns about
Two Kingdoms Theology, based
partly on a book called Living in
God’s Two Kingdoms, by Dr. David
VanDrunen, one of Dr. Horton’s
co-professors at Westminster
California.
Dr. Davis said that he agrees
with the two kingdoms view of
the church as the center of life and
identity for the Christian. One of
his concerns about this doctrine,
however, is that it would foster

an attitude in Covenant students
of withdrawing, apathy, and
detachment. Instead of striving
to “change the world,” Dr. Davis
said, it would be really easy for
Covenant students to just focus on
being “good Americans” instead
of actively engaging society and
reaching into the darkness.
Dr. Horton’s final lecture on
Tuesday morning focused on the
importance of the Gospel as the
foundation for everything in the
Christian’s life.
The Gospel is like “the wind in
[a Christian’s] sails,” he said, and it
pushes one forward. Without it,
Christians are like “ships in stagnant water.” In order to be able to
give and to reach out to the lost,
Christians must first be filled with
the Gospel.

A number of active students in
the Philosophy Club had a hand
in the planning process.
“Before I even heard about the
conference back in 2006, this was
something that I’ve wanted to
see happen here,” said Dickinson.
“This year we were finally able
to get together the manpower to
make it happen.”
Upwards to 12 Covenant students will be sharing their work
at the conference with other
Covenant students and students
from other colleges.
“I look forward to meeting the
students from the other colleges,” said senior philosophy
major Aaron Fortune. “This will
be great opportunity, and I hope
it becomes a regular thing.”
The papers delivered at the
conference will cover topics
including -- but not limited to -religion, public affairs, and ethics.
Student presentations begin on
Saturday morning at 8:45. The
presentations will be given in
various classrooms throughout
Brock Hall.
“I think it’s great that the
Philosophy Club is hosting this
conference,” said senior philosophy and English major Neil

Clement. “Covenant has a fantastic philosophy program and
this conference will enable us to
build mutually beneficial relationships with other programs.”
The conference provides philosophy students the opportunity
to present their papers to an
academic audience. Conference
attendees have the chance to ask
the presenters questions about
their papers, making the conference an invaluable resource for
both presenters and attendees.
“The philosophy conference at
Covenant is a good avenue for
Covenant philosophy students
to not just talk about ideas, but
present them in a critical social
setting,” said junior philosophy
and religion major Chris Destigter. “This thoughtful approach to
philosophy is not accidental, but
indicative of the overall ethos of
Covenant’s philosophy program.”
A plenary address will also
be given by Dr. James Peters,
a professor of philosophy at
Sewanee University. “Finding a
plenary speaker was one of the
first things we had to do back in
September,” said Dickinson. “Dr.
Peters is a personal acquaintance
of Dr. Davis’, who put us in

touch with him.”
Dr. Peters’ address is called,
“The Metaphysics of Love” and
will be given in the bottom of
Brock Hall.
Dickinson would like to see
the conference become a more
regular event hosted by Covenant or other colleges in the area.
“Our professors have also
helped a lot in advising us
throughout the process,” said
Dickinson. “I would like to see
that level of coordinated effort
continue after this event.”
The conference provides an
opportunity for students in
all disciplines to interact with
philosophical ideas.
“I’m not a philosophy major,
but I still plan on attending,”
said senior English major Annie Huntington. “I’m interested
in hearing papers presented by
Covenant students and meeting people from surrounding
schools.”
The philosophy club hopes to
host a few faculty panel discussions before the end of the
semester. A faculty discussion
of gender roles is on deck after
the undergraduate philosophy
conference.
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Covenant’s philosophy conference, a platform for undergraduate philosophy students to share
their work with other students
for feedback and discussion, will
return on Saturday, Nov. 10.
“This type of opportunity is
normally only afforded to graduate students and PhD’s,” said
senior and President of the Philosophy Club Grady Dickinson.
The last undergraduate philosophy conference at Covenant
happened in 2006. Dr. Bill Davis
took on the majority of the
responsibility for putting on the
conference. Since then, there has
not been a student willing to
reorganize the event.
“When I was a student, we
didn’t have the chance to participate in an undergraduate conference at Covenant,” said philosophy
and economics major alumnus
Mitch Prentis. “It’s a great opportunity for current students to grow
in their discipline.”
Dickinson took on the organization of the event and enlisted
the help of Covenant’s Philosophy Club.The organization efforts started in early September.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.
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Mac movie night review

Cornelius Hegeman

by Calvin Cummings

Last Wednesday night the chapel
was filled with expectant Covenant
students eager to see the theatrical
creations of Maclellan Hall. Mac
Movie Night is a competition held
every fall semester for the Maclellan halls. Each hall makes an 8-14
minute long video required to
incorporate five things chosen by
Mac Council, the student-led event
committee for Maclellan Hall. The
ambiguous attention grabbers found
in each movie can be anything: an
apple, a car accident, or a panda
sneezing. This year, the requirements
were to feature an imaginary friend,
a member of the faculty, someone
getting engaged, and a Snuggie. The
event offers a fun opportunity to
showcase the filmmaking talent of
Maclellan Hall. However, this year’s
event proved that it is unfortunately
difficult to make a film with a com-

prehensive plot that’s engaging with
such specific content constraints and
length requirements.
The event has always been long.
Eight movies with the bare minimum
in length would make the event an
hour and twenty minutes long (and
that’s without time for transition and
witty banter between the hosts).
The hosts of this year’s event were
Taylor Kelly and Christian Masters,
the R.A. and a resident (respectively)
of Lawrence, a men’s hall in Maclellan. While the pair would have made
any sketch-comedy group proud with
their purposefully forced and stilted
interaction with the audience, mockrap songs, and all-around YouTubestar worthy absurdity, hosting was to
their movie’s detriment. Their movie
was a mockumentary in the same
vein of Best in Show that portrayed a
group of people after the fame of their
internationally-known and celebrated
television show H.A.L.L.M.A.T.E.S.

through a series of personal interviews
and scenes from said show. Their own,
Wilson Ricketts, took home best
actor, but one was left wondering why
their movie did not garner more attention in the awards ceremony.
There were six awards to be had
that evening: best actor, best actress,
and best director for individuals, and
third, second, and first place for the
halls. Best actor was won by Wilson
Ricketts, who played a washed out
Hollywood filmmaking executive, and
best actress was won by Aubree Capen of Halcyon, who starred in a silent
film as a Danny Ocean-like figure
that enacted revenge on Catacombs
for not accepting her as a Catacombian Wife by stealing their toilet. Best
director went to Cornelius Hegeman
for his work on Sutherland’s video.
Third place went to Chi Alpha, whose
video was a silent film about a widow’s
brunch that their hall held. Second
place was taken by Suburbs, whose

video “Dominasian” followed the story
of several Asian students in the quest
for control of the rice trade at Covenant College. Sutherland took home
first place with their movie about the
mysterious powers contained within
one of their most beloved hall relics:
MmmHaggus.
As was mentioned before, this event
is long. The impatience seemed to be
refreshed anew with every “Gangnam
Style” parody, all those muffled lines,
and, this year, a battery of stereotypes
of Asian-Americans. By far the most
uncomfortable moments came during the film that won second place,
whose humor relied almost solely on
the perpetuation of Asian-American
stereotypes such as having exceptional
skills in mathematics or speaking in a
thick accent where the l’s are switched
with r’s and vice versa. The participation of the Asian-American members
of the hall seemed to give permission
to the majority to have a good laugh

about how funny they could sound
and most were convinced. I’m sure the
residents understand racial disparity as
much as any other minority; however,
the choice to celebrate the stereotypes
was very perplexing.
All around, the event went
smoothly. Under the constraints
given, every hall did fairly well.
We should not expect the awards
ceremony to be like the Oscars or
the films that win or lose to be of
that same caliber. However, it may
be useful to reconsider the time
constraints of the event. Would the
event be more enjoyable and the
videos more coherent if the time
was limited to around 5-7 minutes? I think it would. It would also
cause halls to choose the absolute
best scenes they filmed. There
just seemed to be a lot of empty
or unnecessary space in the films.
Without these, the quality would
have increased exponentially.
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Sufjan gets...weirder?
by Calvin Cummings

For those of you who don’t know
Sufjan Stevens, he’s...eclectic. A
description of the breadth of his
work is a SIP in and of itself (just
ask Paul Smallman) and would be
inappropriate in this examination
of quite possibly his weirdest and
most out-of-left-field release yet:
a music video for the song “Mr
Frosty Man.” The song is from his
upcoming album Silver & Gold,
which is a box set of five Christmas albums he’s recorded since
2007. Sufjan did this once before
in 2006 with albums he had been
sending to his close friends every
year since 2001. He’s back at it
again, only with the same frantic
drum machines and horns of Age
of Adz as opposed to the tranquil
flute and banjo of Seven Swans or
Greetings From Michigan that were
mirrored in his first holly-jolly
collection.
What makes this music video
and song so unexpected is how
abrupt they are. The campy, low-fi,
Ty Segall-esque ballad exclaims,
“It’s time to party / with the Mr
Frosty Man,” as master claymation filmmaker Lee Hardcastle
uses his creations to tell the story
of a boy who makes a snowman

(Mr Frosty Man, we can presume)
that protects his family when a
nuclear plant explodes, seeps green
goo into a graveyard and awakens
brain-hungry zombies.
At first this sounds like a fun,
and maybe even cute, video about
claymation mischief on Christmas Eve. This thought is wrong.
Lee Hardcastle’s banner on his
YouTube page proclaims, “I make
claymations...that are not for
children.”
While the boy’s mother learns
to never get caught under the
mistletoe again (zombie tradition
replaces kissing with mauling) and
Jolly Ol’ St. Nick learns one final
lesson about gluttony, the brave
and valiant Mr Frosty Man with a
new chainsaw-arm hybrid appendage and sawed-off shotgun lays
waste to the terrible living-dead
foes. Those with weak stomachs
should watch with a trash can
nearby. No matter what, though,
you should definitely watch it.
The music video tips its hat to
two unsung heroes of modern
cinema: the gore-filled zombie
flick and the whimsical Christmas claymation movies we all
saw when we were children. Mr
Frosty Man mirrors the actions
of Ash Williams (Bruce Camp-

bell) in Evil Dead II by attaching a chainsaw to his right arm
in place of a hand, yet is done
in a style of film that is meant
to bring about fond memories
of drinking hot chocolate by
the fire while you’re waiting for
Santa to come in the morning. This juxtaposition presents
the theme of Silver & Gold in
a package laced-up with red
ribbon: evil persists and merriment is not always found in
the season that is supposed to
be the time for the realization
of things hoped for. The coming
of Christ, the coming together
of family, and the exchanging

of gifts should elate us every
year; however, the persistence
of discontent is still felt in the
heart of man. Things don’t come
out the way we expect them to.
Our families fight, our dog runs
away, and we sometimes find
ourselves alone on Christmas
morning. On his website, Sufjan
describes this phenomenon this
way: “Christmas is a drag. Year
after year, winter upon winter,
we find ourselves ‘going through
the motions of merriment,’ possessed by a fervent celestial fever,
conquered, squandered, beaten,
broken, reduced to that clammy,
pre-pubescent spoiled brat kid of

our childhood, throwing a fit on
Santa’s lap, faced with the hardcandy facts of reality, knowing
for certain we will never really
get what want for Christmas.
Or in life, for that matter.”
This album, this video, this
song is catharsis. A violent jab of
Sufjan’s and Lee’s imaginatiowns
at the attitude of the naive man
who promised them hope but gave
them lumps of coal. The hope in
commercialism or consumerism
has turned up empty handed, and
what is an American boy to do?
Sufjan Stevens is playing at
Track 29 on Nov. 27 with Silver &
Gold, which comes out Nov. 13.

choose hymns over more contemporary styles for the sake
of tradition. While people still
write hymns today, many of the
hymns that we sing are over 50
years old. That means that some
of the older hymns were possibly
being sung during both World
Wars, the American Civil War,
and the Unification of Germany.
Singing hymns should give you
the same kind of feeling that
you get when you walk into
a building that’s been around
longer than the country you live

in. Hymns connect us to people,
places, and events that predate
our own spheres of influence.
The hymn festival itself was
beautiful. Say what you will
about the dreary or somber nature of Western worship, hymns
sung by a choir in a space with
resonating acoustics is a nearmystical experience. I didn’t grow
up with the Trinity Hymnal,
but another great thing about
hymns is that they are incredibly easy to pick up, requiring
little-to-no musical talent (me).

The festival covered a wide array
of hymns, including hymns from
other cultures and a few that
reflect certain seasons or events
in Christianity, like Easter or
Christmas. A favorite of mine
was Uyai Mose, a Zimbabwean
hymn written in the 80s, which
was totally new to me.
The festival also left plenty
of room for creative expression.
The audience had the honor of
hearing not just the Chorale and
Madrigal Singers, but the Brass
Ensemble and the Renaissance

Consort. Various students conducted or sang solo parts in some
pieces. A particularly powerful
piece (and one of my favorites)
was the reading of Genesis one
and two accompanied by Mr.
Stephen Humphries on the
hammered dulcimer. If you don’t
know what a hammered dulcimer is, you should have been at
the festival.

Youtube.com

Covenant hymn festival
by Austin Shelton

Last Friday, Covenant hosted
a hymn festival. David Long,
the director of the program and
the conductor for the majority
of the pieces, noted that he got
the idea from a professor at St.
Olaf College in Minnesota.
Personally, I love hymns. If I
was forced to choose between
contemporary and traditional
styles of worship (non-denominational churches are deadly
serious about this issue), I would

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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Make visible the invisible

Juicycumenism.com

by Joy Schmidt

On Nov. 17, people from all
across the world will converge on
the city of Washington D.C. as
a part of Move:DC, the newest
campaign in Invisible Children’s
quest for the capture of Joseph
Kony.
Invisible Children is an organization committed to seeing
the atrocities of Joseph Kony’s
Lord’s Resistance Army (LRA)
stopped. Their new movie Move
and the Move:DC campaign is
a continuation of the Kony 2012
video which went viral earlier last
spring.
Along with their video going
viral, Invisible Children came under some very negative backlash,
mostly because of the psychotic
breakdown of Jason Russell, one
of the founders. Many people
started to question the accuracy
of the information given and the
stability of the organization and,
in so doing, personally attacked
the character of Russell. In their
latest movie Move (available at
kony2012.com) Russell speaks
on camera about how the torrent
of unexpected stress lead to his
breakdown. Move also addresses
the wave of negative criticism

against their organization.
Many humanitarian groups dismissed the video as too simplistic,
and demonized Invisible Children for their beliefs that military
action is a valid, and possibly
necessary, part of the solution for
stopping Joseph Kony. Many Africans decried Kony 2012 because
their felt that it presented Africa
as a forlorn continent whose people need to be saved by Western
activists. While these accusations
are serious and should be wrestled
with by each individual, the fact
that Invisible Children has greatly
increased the global awareness
about the past and current activities of Joseph Kony and the LRA.
It has also been instrumental in
international solutions to bring
justice and peace to the victims of
his violence in central Africa.
For longer than most students
at Covenant have been alive, the
LRA, lead by Joseph Kony, has
been terrorizing the people of
central Africa. They go into villages and steal children as young
as eight years old to be soldiers
and “wives” (sex slaves) for their
army. These children soldiers are
forced into committing unfathomable acts of violence. The LRA
frequently mutilates people by

cutting off their noses, ears, or
lips. Some of the child soldiers
have even been made to murder
their own family members under
orders from the LRA. Because
of the violent attacks in their
villages, thousands of people have
been displaced from their homes
into overcrowded displacement
camps.
Currently, the LRA has left
Northern Uganda, where it
started perpetrating its brutal
atrocities, and has been attacking and displacing communities in Congo, Central African
Republic, and South Sudan. For
years the various governments
and international institutions
have been pursuing peace talks
with Joseph Kony, but each time
the process seems to be moving
forward, Kony fails to show up
for talks and again hides in the
labyrinthine jungle. Despite his
attempt to avoid being captured,
the international community has
recognized the horrors of the acts
done by Kony and the LRA. The
International Criminal Court
has indicted Kony and all of his
top generals for crimes against
humanity.
In the past few years, several
governments have passed legisla-

tion declaring their support of
the capture and trial of Joseph
Kony, in part due to the efforts of
Invisible Children. This year especially, many politicians publicly
declared the activities of the LRA
as atrocious and made promises
to bring it to an end. Not many of
the promises have been fulfilled;
Move:DC is intended to show
the world that people have not
forgotten about Kony 2012 and
that they are committed to seeing
the violence of the LRA stopped
and affected communities rehabilitated.
On Nov. 16, 1,000 activists will
meet members of Congress to
ask that they fulfill their promises
to work towards the end of the
LRA. Then, on Nov. 17, Invisible
Children will hold a global summit with leaders from the affected
areas who will answer questions
about what is being done to protect civilians and ultimately stop
Joseph Kony. Also on Nov. 17, the
Move:DC participants will stand
surrounding the White House
in order to display to their own
commitments to stopping the
violence. Finally, the day will end
in a huge dance party to celebrate
the solidarity of the global community in ending this unpardon-

able injustice against humanity.
I believe that it is important for
Christians and Covenant College
students in particular to be aware
and active in fighting against the
violence that people are facing
around the world. It is so easy to
slip into a haze of isolation up
here on the mountain and forget
that many people live lives quite
different from our own. God has
blessed us all to be able to come
and study here at Covenant and
grow in our knowledge of him.
During my time here I have come
to understand more deeply that
our God is pure love, and in that
love he longs for justice for the
oppressed. He calls us to show
our faith by loving others too and
caring for those less fortunate
than ourselves. Move:DC is an
opportunity for us to live out our
faith by declaring to our leaders
that we want these people to be
free from violence and fear.
The International Justice
Mission club from Covenant is
planning on taking a group of
students to this event. If you’re
interested in going or have more
questions feel free to email joy.
schmidt@covenant.edu or kenneth.burke@covenant.edu.
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Means of social justice
by Matt Bristley

There is a common way of framing the voting options among the
two parties in America. It goes
something like this: if you care
for the poor, you vote Democrat;
if you care about limited government, you vote Republican.
We can debate the legitimacy
of this division, but this is how
the difference is often framed in
the public discourse. Democrats,
therefore, attack Republicans
by saying they don’t care for the
poor. They argue that Republicans are self-important fat-cats
who want to get richer and who
couldn’t care less about other
people.
There are two problems with
this. One is that the increasingly common Republican

response is, “Yup, that’s it.
That’s who we are. I earned my
wealth and I deserve the life I
live; just keep the government
off my back.” This is stupid.
Selfishness is not the proper
conservative response to the
poverty alleviation policies of
the Democrats. This selfishness is part of a drift toward
libertarianism (the view that
personal liberty is the highest
goal of society) in the Republican Party, as many ditch the
socially conservative wing of
the party, reading more of Ayn
Rand and less of the Gospels.
As Christians, I believe we
need to resist this shift and
remember that God calls us to
be humble and to care for the
poor as a society.
The second problem is that

of a false dichotomy. It ’s not
a matter of Democrats caring
for the poor and Republicans not caring for the poor.
It ’s a matter of how we as a
society should care for the
poor. Democrats think that
the government should care
for the poor by taking money
from the rich and giving it to
them, or by building houses
and sticking poor people in
them. Conservatives have
traditionally thought that
churches, families, charities,
and other non-governmental
agencies should care for the
poor, since they are better
equipped to deal on a personal level with impoverished
people than a bureaucrat in an
office. Conservatives still take
the lead in promoting this

type of social justice, but I
am seeing a worrying trend in
the Republican Party toward a
libertarian sense of selfishness
rather than a Christian sense
of compassion.
As for which of these strategies is more effective, it, of
course, depends on how these
broad principles are implemented. I personally believe
that a biblical theology of
poverty—like that developed
by the Chalmers Center here
at Covenant—defines it as
broken relationships (for more
information on this, talk to the
nearest Com Dev major). If this
is true, then I also believe that
churches, charities, families,
etc. are better able to address
these broken relationships on
a personal level than a govern-

ment bureaucrat. Should the
government aid in this process?
Perhaps. This is where government measures like giving tax
credits on donations to charity
are helpful (which have been
championed by conservatives).
The point here is that both
parties ostensibly care about
the poor. They just differ in
the way they work out that
caring. In addition, I am
worried about the increasing
trend among Republicans to
reject their traditional socially
conservative stance on poverty, and I think that we should
seek social justice in a way
that heals relationships rather
than merely dumping money
on the poor or ignoring them
altogether.

can fill these boards in a few
ways: you can link to external pages using the photos on
said page, upload photos of
your own, or simply “repin”
from other users. The latter
is of course the most common method; it is estimated
that around 80% of content on
Pinterest is recycled and not
original. As for connecting to
people, the system works essentially like Twitter, where you
follow people, and try to gain a
number of followers. As for the
people that you follow, their
pins will appear in your “feed,”
also much like Twitter, which
you can skim at your leisure.
But why are there so few
men on Pinterest? According to
Mashable, roughly 80% of the

users on Pinterest in the US are
women (in Britain--the second
biggest nation on Pinterest--the
gender ratio is more even). As a
result, some of the most extensive boards I have seen revolve
around things like women’s
fashion and dessert ideas, some
of them with over 10,000 pins.
Consequently, many people
get the idea that Pinterest is a
social network for women. But
let me be the first to say that
this is not true at all. There is
still plenty of content for those
of us not wanting to pin about
recipes and that cute shirt we
would love to wear but we’re
worried won’t compliment our
figure. For example, I have a
board dedicated to nothing
but Star Wars jokes, puns, and

paraphernalia. Everybody can
get behind that. I have another
board for cool gadgets, and
another full of nothing but old
photos of samurai and WWI.
I follow boards dedicated to
steampunk inventions and Dr.
Who jokes, educational infographics and photos of fire.
If you’re unsure about who or
what to follow, I would recommend Laughing Squid. All of
my boards have at least a few
things from the blog, which
has a presence on almost every
social network in existence.
But what about connecting
with people? If I follow them,
won’t my feed just get cluttered
with stuff I don’t really care
about? Not necessarily, dear
confused reader. Pinterest has

a great tool built in to avoid
things like that, in that you
can select individual boards to
follow, rather than the person’s
entire account. That way, if you
want to follow your friends
who happen to be girls, you
can choose to only follow their
photography or travel boards,
and not the one dedicated to
puppies or wedding stuff or
“My Style.”
If this article eases some of
your earlier misgiving, I encourage you to give Pinterest a try.
You can even connect it to an
existing Twitter or Facebook account to make signing up easier.
It’s kind of like a visual Twitter,
if that helps. If it doesn’t, then
I guess Saruman Zuckerberg’s
hold on you is too strong.

Pinterest for men
by Austin Shelton

We’re all on Facebook. A lot of
us are on Twitter as well. There
are a chosen few among us who
are on Google+ more than once a
semester. But if you’re a guy, you
are probably not on Pinterest.
How would I know this, do you
ask? Because I am on Pinterest, and I can tell you that it is a
land largely devoid of individuals
of the testosterone persuasion.
Most of the people who I follow,
and most of the people who follow me, are women.
For those of you (men) not
familiar with how Pinterest
works, here’s a brief explanation: you create virtual “pin
boards,” usually for specific
topics like art or humor. You

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinios, please contact Opinions editors Greg Steele at greg.steele@covenant.edu
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Stats
Update
by Peter Wilkerson

Women’s Cross Country
1st Place (Maryville Invitational),
1st Place (GSAC Pre-Conference Tournament),
1st Place (GSAC Conference
Meet)

Women’s Soccer
Record: 15-4-1
GSAC Regular Season CoChampions!
Category Leaders: Katelyn
Newsome (9 goals), Mo Cross (5
assists)

Patterson delivers

Covenant.edu

by Nate Frierson

Scots golfer Trey Patterson
had the best round of his college career on Monday, Oct.
22, after posting a score of
68 at the National Christian
College Athletic Association (NCCAA) Golf National
Championships in Panama
City Beach, Florida.
W ith this performance,
Patterson tied the Covenant
College record for the lowest round of golf in school
histor y, and also put himself into third place out of
ninet y golfers in the NCCAA Individual National
Championship.
The sophomore golfer
continued his run on the next

day of the tournament, shooting a 74 for a two day total of
two under par. This was good
enough to keep Patterson in
the top four golfers going
into the third and final day of
the tournament.
The final day at Hombre
Golf Club resulted in a score
of 73 and an overall sixth
place finish for Patterson. His
total score of 215 was one
under par and seven strokes
behind the first place finisher
Vilhelm Bogstrand of Oklahoma Christian College.
Not only did Patterson
have a record setting performance on Monday and an
outstanding run throughout the tournament, but he
was also named an NCCAA

First-Team All-American for
his achievements at the Golf
National Championships.
Patterson is the first golfer in
Scots men’s golf histor y to be
honored with this award.
“It ’s a blessing to be the
first golfer in Covenant histor y to earn this honor. I put
in so much hard work over
this summer just to tune my
game for that golf tournament, just to tr y and make a
run and win the thing. I was
so blessed to be in contention
and have a shot at it!” Patterson said.
The second year golfer from
John’s Creek, GA attributes his
success this fall to the confidence he obtained through the
practice that he, his team-

mates, and his coach at Covenant have put in this fall.
W hile Patterson is obviously proud of what he has
accomplished this season, he
is still not satisfied. W hile
the tournament was the final
event of the fall season for
the men’s golf team, the day
after setting the bar extremely high in Panama City, Patterson was back at work on
the Scots home golf course
on Lookout Mountain.
“Golf is a game that you
will never master; there’s always something that I can get
better at,” said Patterson.
This can only bode well
for Patterson and the rest of
the Scots golf team in their
spring season next semester!

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Peter Wilkerson at peter.wilkerson@covenant.edu

Volleyball
Record: 22-6
GSAC Regular Season Champions!
Category Leaders: Chelsea
Van Dyke (3.79 Kills per Set),
Stephanie Kirkpatrick (9.06 Assists per Set), Estes Carlson (4.40
Digs per Set)
Stephanie Kirkpatrick (GSAC
Player of the Week)
Thank you to our seniors: Jessica
Chittenden and Paige Cheney

Men’s Golf
Trey Patterson: 6th Place at Nationals and earned All-American
Honors!

Men’s Soccer
Record: 9-9-1
Category Leaders: Matt Hudnut
and Tyler Morrison (6 Goals),
Garrison Dale and Joel Friesen
(3 Assists)
Thank you to our seniors: Chris
Pifer, Tyler Morrison, Ryan Parr,
Jay Boyd, and Andrew Carey

