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Gracewell

We’ve been
previewed

by Rachel Cohen

Due to the abundance of chalking around campus, there is a
pretty good chance students have
seen or heard the new name of
the hall formerly known as “Gallery,” or “3rd Rayburn.” After a
month of brainstorming, discussion, and deliberation, the nameless hall came to a unanimous
decision that “Gracewell” was the
name for them.
For two years, Gallery was
closed completely. It was transformed into the men’s hall
Borderlands for the 2011-2012
academic year, but then returned to its original identity as
a women’s hall this fall. Some
may wonder, “Why the change?
Why not keep that old name?”
Resident Assistant of Gracewell,
Lyss Gorman, says that she along
with the upperclassmen moving
onto the hall really wanted to
rename it.
“We wanted the new name to
have significance to give the hall
a fresh start—new life breathed
into it,” she shared.
Meredith Hall, Resident Director of Maclellan/Rymer and
former RA of Gallery, expressed
her support of the decision to
rename the hall.
She remarked that Covenant
Continued on page 2News

by Garrison Dale

Timesfreepress.com

Aftereffects of Bryan
College controversy
by Kendi Anderson

Students at Bryan College in
Dayton, TN returned for their
fall semester and noticed the
absence of Dr. David Morgan,
a Biblical Studies Professor. A
statement was released by the
school telling the Bryan community that Dr. Morgan left to
“pursue other opportunities.”
Alex Green, a fifth year senior
and Editor in Chief of Bryan’s
student newspaper, The Triangle,

saw an official FBI press release
and arrest reports and realized
there was more to Morgan’s absence than Bryan had disclosed.
Morgan resigned in early July
after an arrest by FBI officers on
June 24, 2012 at a local gas station in Fort Oglethorpe, Ga.
According to authorities he
was charged for “attempted aggravated child molestation and
child sexual exploitation after
having attempted to meet with a
minor child.”

“We felt like it was our obligation to run the story,” said
Green.
Green knew that this story was
not something to be dealt with
carelessly and ran the story by
Bryan’s administration. This was
not something The Triangle always did before running stories.
Green knew that the administration may ask him not to run
the story because it was delicate.
Bryan College President Stephen
Continued on page 2News

Last weekend, over 200 prospective college students flooded the
campus during Covenant’s fall
Preview Weekend for a small taste
of what it’s like to be a Scot.
The weekend was planned and
organized by the combined efforts of the Associate Director of
Admissions Sarah Ocando, the
Assistant Director of Admissions
Philip Howlett, the Campus Visitor Coordinator Rebecca Spalding,
and the Chief Enrollment Officer
Matthew Bryant.
The Admissions team hoped
to give previewers a picture of the
academic and residential sides of
Covenant’s community.
“The main goal of Campus Preview Weekend is to get prospective
students and families to campus so
they can interact with our student
body and professors,” said Ocando.
At the Academic Open House,
previewers had the opportunity to
meet with faculty members from
different departments. The faculty
gave presentations from their fields,
providing a better picture of the
majors that Covenant offers.
The previewers were also invited
to attend classes on Friday, even
Continued on page 2News
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Continued from front page
has changed over the years
since she was a student, and she
pointed out that there are no
current students who used to live
on Gallery.
“I love the idea of a new name
and a new identity,” said Hall.
“Halls are passed down through
tradition and generation. If it was
still Gallery, there would be connotations of what it used to be.”
Naming a hall is a rare and
special privilege. Resident Director of Founders Kevin McAlvey,

Bryan College

Continued from front page
Livesay told the student newspaper not to run the story and The
Triangle respected that. They did
not run the article in their print
edition, but made attempts to
bring the facts of the story to the
Bryan community.
Green printed the story as a flyer
and personally distributed it, thinking that it would stay localized.
“My intention was to serve the
Bryan College and not to hurt it

Previewing

Continued from front page
upper level classes like Shakespeare.
“It was fun to see how many
previewers were interested in
Shakespeare. When Dr. Tate
threw out a big word like “mitigation,” all the previewers who
weren’t convinced that Covenant
rocked were like, ‘Oh yeah, this
is the place for me!’” said Junior
Aften Whitmore.
While trying out classes, the
prospective students got a feel for

Vol. 59.6

shared that the significance in
naming lies in the “opportunity
to testify to something about the
character of God.” He mentioned how God commanded
the Israelites to erect stones as
testimonies to who He was, and
how hall names can serve the
same purpose.
While the process of naming
a hall is exciting, it can also be
strenuous and involved. Sophomore Leah Kramer commented
that it was frustrating at times
because, “...we were coming up
with some names that sounded
cool, but they didn’t really fit.”

Gorman discussed how it was
often a struggle to find something that sounded beautiful,
but that also had meaning and
significance.
“It was a lot of going back
and forth, brainstorming on a
chalkboard, talking with Kevin,
rethinking our options, and
starting over,” she said.
Finally, after several weeks
of prayer and deliberation, the
women decided on the name
Gracewell. Gorman says that
the significance in the name lies
in the centrality of grace in our
faith and the story of the woman

at the well in John 4.
“The well is where she met and
experienced Jesus,” said Gorman.
“I think the name fits because
we want to constantly be coming
back to Jesus, the Living Water.”
Freshman Priscilla Burns commented, “I think the concept of
this ‘overwhelming well of grace’
is really awesome because it’s so
central to our faith, and it’s the
only thing that saves us.”
Others have also conveyed
their excitement about the name.
Assistant Resident Director
Hannah Brown said, “I love the
name Gracewell. I think it cap-

tures both who God has already
proved himself to be to the girls
on the hall and what their hope
and prayer is for this place.”
Hall loved the idea of a name
that was distinctly about the
gospel.
“[The gospel] is our ultimate
identity, and to give that significance to a residence hall is great,”
said Hall.
“I hope that the girls currently
living there and those who will
live there down the road grow in
their understanding of the grace
and love of God during their
time at Covenant,” said McAlvey.

or draw national media attention,” said Green.
Students were immediately
appreciative of the official story,
something that they could have
found online for themselves
due to the publicity of the FBI
reports, if they had known to
look for it.
In a campus wide meeting the
day after the flyers were released,
Bryan President Livesay said
that he did not let the story run
because it was inappropriate.
In a press release dated Sept.

26, Livesay said he did not
believe the “college should put
itself or its publications in the
position of commenting on
pending criminal or judicial matters.” In hindsight, Livesay said
“this may have been a mistake.”
The story quickly leaked off
Bryan’s campus, spread to Chattanooga, and gained national
attention.
“People do like bad news and
that is unfortunate,” Green said.
“I wanted to package the story
as factually, as clear, and as un-

opinionated as I could in order to
inform Bryan students of the facts,
but the story quickly escalated.”
Green said that if he was to
handle a story like this again he
“would be more careful dealing
with the loud media people, as
one small conversation sparked
the media blitz.”
“The story was that we had a
professor who left the school,”
Green said. “And then I became
the story.”
Green desires for other Christian schools to look at this situa-

tion and learn from it.
“There were bad decisions on both
sides,” said Green. “My hope is that
other schools can learn from us.”
Green does not want Bryan
to be known for this ‘scandal,’
but rather as an example that
something like this can happen
anywhere.
Life has gone back to normal
for Green and The Triangle staff
members. Green continues to
manage Bryan’s newspaper, and
is in the process of completing
his senior year.

what makes Covenant unique.
“The class sizes are great. It is
admirable to have a college class
where the professor calls students
by name,” said previewer Jonathan
Blackmon.
Campus Preview Weekend
exposes prospective students
to much more than Covenant’s
academics. Previewers get an important glimpse of students’ life
on the halls.
“Spending the night on a residential hall is a great opportunity for
prospective students,” said Ocando.

Junior Anna Katherine Horne
remembers her preview weekend as
one of the main reasons she chose
Covenant.
“After Old Testament class,
Gabi Washburn invited me back
to her room on third central and
she made me some tea,” Horne
said. “I remember feeling comfortable enough to ask her all
my questions about college life,
and she was very kind to spend
her whole afternoon answering
them.”
The weekend also displayed

Covenant’s artistic talent.
The play, “See Rock City,”
directed by Anne Patterson, was
performed by senior Kelsey Whitted, sophomore Jamison Shimmel, junior Kacy Polk and junior
Bethany Post.
Admissions also helps fund and
direct Mountain Affair, a talent
show for students by students.
“As a former previewer and as a
participant in this year’s Mountain Affair, I see the show as a
fundamental way for Covenant
to showcase exceptional musical

talent, while also demonstrating
Christ’s love through the excitement and encouragement of the
student body,” said junior Andrew
Christenberry.
The weekend ended and the food
returned to status quo, but not before lasting impressions were made.
“I love preview weekend because it’s
an opportunity to welcome new faces
into our community,” said sophomore
David Taaffe. “Its a great time to live,
laugh, love, larp, and do push-ups in
the Great Hall.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
“I’m an American, baby.”
- Dr. Green in 20th Century History
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Yes... to Mountain
Affair.
No... to three hour
lines.
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Professor profile: Nola Stephens
by H. Faull & B. Daniels

Students with unusual habits of
speech need not feel intimidated
to talk to Covenant's newlyhired professor of linguistics,
Dr. Nola Stephens. Stephens
celebrates non-standard ways
of speaking. She is fascinated
whenever she hears a new phrase
or speech pattern and often asks
people to repeat themselves if
she hears something interesting.
Since she was welcomed into the
Covenant community, this linguist has already made an impact
on her students.
“I had been nervous to take
Syntax, but Dr. Stephens’ joy
while teaching the class and her
fun surprises have really erased
any fears I had,” said junior
Mary Buys.
“Professor Stephens often
will have us take a poll to see
if a sentence ‘works’ for us. She
doesn’t say certain sentences
are wrong if people actually
say them. Instead, she gives us
insight in how to communicate
with people you come in contact
with,” said junior James Cunningham, who is also in English
Syntax with Stephens.
These traits stem from
Stephens’ desire to cultivate
an attitude of humility toward
language.
“There are so many ways to
hurt people by knocking their
language because it’s a very personal thing,” said Stephens.
A native of Pottsboro,
Texas, Stephens has many
fond memories of her years
there. She is ver y close to her
family and they continue to
play an important role in her
life. Her brother, an astrophysicist – which according
to Stephens means he knows
about black holes—has always
been her closest friend. W hen
Stephens was a toddler, her
mother decided to go back to
college to study theater and

communication.
“She used to read
us her term papers as
bedtime stories because she needed to
edit them,” remembers Stephens.
Stephens received
her bachelor’s degree
in linguistics and
germanic studies at
Indiana University.
“I thought I'd
take a few linguistics classes while I
was waiting to take
upper-level German
literature courses,”
said Stephens, “My
first semester I took
one linguistics class.
The next semester I
took four. I did eventually take a German
literature course, but
the linguists already
had me by then.”
After Stephens received her doctorate
from Stanford University, she wanted to
get a teaching job as
a linguist.
“But maybe not
somewhere as cold
as Sanderson,” she
grinned, pulling
her sweater tighter
around her.
Jokes aside,
Stephens said that
she's thrilled to be at Covenant. After two years as a
professor of linguistics at
Penn State, Stephens has
been delighted and surprised
by the freedom she now feels
in class to share about issues
related to faith.
“It’s so liberating to realize I
can say something about Jesus
right now if I want to,” said
Stephens.
Stephens tends “to be
inspired by random, little
things.” To illustrate, Ste-

Covenant.edu

phens pointed to a small sign
leaning against her dry erase
board that reads: “No Durians
Please.” (A rotten-smelling
fruit from Southeast Asia).
Stephens takes delight in
the fact that the sign is even
necessary. People in Singapore
enjoy eating durians so much
that bus drivers need a sign
to keep other passengers from
suffering from the horrible
smell.
Small things like this make
her think, “ W hy are we so

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

different? W hy is [the smell]
so repugnant to me and
enjoyable to other people?
There is such diversity in
God’s kingdom.”
Dr. Jeff Hall, vice president
for academic affairs said, “Dr.
Stephens brings a passion for
her faith, her subject, and her
students, which makes her a
perfect fit for the college. She
is extremely capable, wellcredentialed and her winsome
personality makes her a strong
asset to the department.”
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The xx: Coexist
by Grant Thomas

Take a house and put it in front
of an audience. House. Take
away the stuff inside. House.
Take away everything but the
frame. Still identifiably a house.
Now take away the frame and
simply leave the idea. Not really
a house anymore, is it?
After receiving critical acclaim
from their self-titled debut album, The xx returned with their
sophomore album Coexist. Point
being, their debut was much loved
because of its minimalism. It stood
out. It was the frame of the house,
clearly communicating: “House.” In
Coexist, The xx has tried to strip the
constructed frame from the house,
and has left a pile of wood, yet is
still trying to say “House.” When
you have a frame of a house you can
have different houses, i.e. Victorian,
split level, townhouse etc. With a

pile of wood, if you can somehow
communicate house, you will have a
very hard time communicating and
differentiating aspects of a house.
That being said, Coexist isn’t
bad per se, but it is a far cry from
the debut. The album overall is
more intimate, yet less meaningful. The two singles “Angels” and
“Chained” are excellent. “Angels” is
the only track off the album sung
solely by Romy Madley Croft, and
she really stands out. In “Chained,”
Oliver Sims and Croft sing about
a relationship “that used to get
closer than this.” It seems as
though the song mourns a failed
relationship, but the instrumentation is energetic and doesn’t really
fit the lyrics. Later on in the album
come the eerie synths in “Try,”
complete with breathy whispered
lyrics much like that on the rest
of the album. The best track on
the album, “Missing,” is just over

the halfway point in the album. It
uses a heartbeat as the beat and
really illustrates the loneliness of
the song well. “Tides” has a catchy
palm muted guitar riff, with an
incredibly groovy bassline in the
background that is very fun, but
again doesn’t match the lyrics. In
the song directly after that, “Unfold,” Sims and Croft deliver their
most vocally emotional track, with
echoing instrumentals and some
reminiscent heartbeat beats.
The album has some knights in
shining armor, but overall is a bit
monotonous and lacks differentiation. There is no denying that
The xx is getting better as musicians, but Coexist is too minimalist. There is nothing wrong with
minimalism; I enjoy it. Simple
composition can be beautiful and
should not be tossed aside, but The
xx is minimizing minimalism, and
what’s left is a little boring.

10th Annual Mountain Affair in Review
by Alia Hollback

The 10th annual Mountain Affair was performed last Friday
night and featured a variety of
talent from Covenant students.
The show consisted of eleven
acts in addition to an encore
performance by last year’s
Mountain Affair winners, Ides
of March.
Musically, there was not a
weak link in the bunch. Multiple genres were performed
with excellence, including: jazz,
classical, acoustic, and rock.
Though there was occasional
pitchy vocal work, it was a
rarity and seldom subtracted
from the overall impact of the
performance.
Third place in the competition was landed by Calvin
Cummings with an original

song he sang and performed on
the electric guitar. Cummings’
piece had a haunting Mumford
and Sons-like quality, and his
guitar work was so full-bodied
and intricate that it was hard to
believe he was only playing one
instrument.
Second place was awarded
to the duo “Kara and Jesse” for
their acoustic song performed
with beautiful guitar work and
tight harmonies. The vocals
were reminiscent of the smooth
style of Sarah McLachlan, and
the overall tone was bittersweet
and beautiful.
The “People’s Choice Award”
was won by the band Clairmont
for their original song. This
piece was performed acoustically and had a very pleasant,
homey feel.
The Grand Prize winner of

the show was freshman music
major David Kang. His riveting violin performance showed
a remarkable knowledge of his
instrument, melodic precision
and tonal control. After the first
30 seconds of Kang’s stunning performance, there was no
doubt that he would be in the
top three winners of Mountain
Affair.
Though the places of all of
the winners are well deserved,
the regrettable part of any
competition is that the number of winners is limited. The
performance by the jazz duo
“Heffalumps and Woozles,” for
instance, was absolutely fabulous. Similarly, the talent displayed by “From the Stairway”
was wonderful, including harpist Catherine Mullins playing a
drum beat and her harp at the

Heather Cromartie

same time (She even employed
her foot when necessary. Can
anyone say ‘wow?’). The fact
that Mullins wrote two of the
three pieces performed made it
all the more impressive.
I arrived at the doors of

Mountain Affair half-expecting
mediocrity and walked back
through them impressed. To
all the winners and performers
of Mountain Affair, I give you
congratulations and a resounding “well done.”
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See Rock City Review

Bobtamasay.blogspot.com

by Alia Hollback

Set in the summer of 1944-45,
“See Rock City,” written by Arlene Hutton, follows the story
of Raleigh and May, a recently
married young couple living in
the hills of Kentucky during
World War II.
Hutton’s play captures the
honest simplicity in the lives of
this Kentuckian family as they
struggle to cope with various
troubles. Raleigh’s epilepsy has
resulted in him being discharged
from the Army and unable to
hold a job, while his new bride,
May, works as a school principal
to support them. The couple
lives with May’s parents, Mrs.
Gill (played by Bethany Post)
and Mr. Gill, who is mentioned
often but never appears in

the play. In addition to their
personal problems and wartime
anxiety, Raleigh’s mother, Mrs.
Brummet (played by Kacy Polk)
makes things more strained
and difficult simply by being
her well-meaning-but-hasno-boundaries-straight-lacedgood-Christian self.
The role of Raleigh was
played with an easygoing charm
by sophomore Jamison Shimmel. Shimmel portrayed Raleigh
with an optimistic, upbeat outlook on life, meeting everything
from his epileptic condition to
his wife’s hysteric pie-baking
with a timely joke and the occasional cigarette. Kelsey Whitted
admirably played the role of
Raleigh’s wife, May. Whitted
embodied the young wife who
loves her husband, but neverthe-

less feels the strain of being the
primary breadwinner. Living
with her parents adds stress
to the situation and Whitted
aptly plays both the tension of
her character and the relaxed
playfulness that results from her
love for Raleigh.
Shimmel and Whitted’s onstage chemistry was sweet and
playful. The actors played off
of each other well, managing to
play the petty little arguments
as well as the bluster of romantic ardor common to newlyweds.
If there was any weak spot in
the portrayal of their relationship, it would be the absence
of any physical affection other
than a chummy hand on the
shoulders, or an occasional kiss
on the forehead. The on-stage
chemistry between them being

so strong, one was prompted to
ask, “Why doesn’t he kiss her
already?”
Post’s performance of Mrs.
Gill was played with a quiet,
unobtrusive grace that welldefined many women of that
time period. It was easy to
believe that Post’s Mrs. Gill had
led a life of decency, honesty,
and devotion to her husband
and children. Though nothing
about Mrs, Gill is ostentatious,
Post used her facial expressions
to convey Mrs. Gill’s emotions.
Her face portrayed everything
from suppressed dislike in her
interactions with Mrs. Brummet, to pure joy at the thought
of her son coming home, to utter devastation when she learns
that her son is dead.
The most enjoyable perfor-

mance of the evening for me
was Kacy Polk’s portrayal of the
ever opinionated Mrs. Brummet. With a slight accent and an
appropriate amount of bluster,
Polk gave us the epitome of the
busybody neighbor-turned-inlaw. Being the Rachel Lynde of
the story, Polk’s Mrs. Brummet
continually poked her nose in
where it didn’t belong and then
acted outraged at the breech in
propriety when her not-so-discreet questions were answered
by the ever patient Mrs.Gill.
“See Rock City” continues
its run on the Sanderson stage
through next weekend, with
performances on: Friday, Oct.
5, 8pm, and Saturday, Oct. 6th,
2:30pm. Admission is $5 at the
door for students and seniors
and $7 for adults.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor:

In response to last week’s
“Verdict” about whether or not
buying rocks and writing on
them things that remind us of
God’s faithfulness is worthwhile,
I ask you to think about why
Samuel took a stone and set it
up between Mizpah and Shen.
The Israelites had been urged to
destroy their idols of Ashtoreth
(a Canaanite fertility goddess)
and other foreign gods and to

serve the LORD only. The
Israelites did this and turned to
God, but then the Philistines
heard that the Israelites were in
Mizpah and went out to destroy
the Israelites. The Israelites
became fearful because the
Philistines had a more powerful
military. Yet, Samuel encouraged the Israelites to cry out to
the LORD without ceasing, and
he sacrificed a young lamb as a
burnt offering as he called out
to the LORD. The Philistines

drew near for battle, but the
LORD made the skies thunder
so loud that, pursued by the
Israelites, the Philistines fled in
terror. This is why Samuel set up
the stone in remembrance of the
faithfulness of God.
The importance of this story
is that the Old Testament is
extremely real, relevant, and applicable to our lives. We often
only look to the New Testament for guidance and act as the
Old Testament doesn’t matter.

Performing an act in remembrance of God’s faithfulness is
a seriously awesome thing to
do. By writing on the stones
we affirm that God has always
been our helper when we did
not deserve it, and we should
be tremendously grateful. To
downgrade the effort to thank
God by performing a public act
is hypocritical. God gives us
every breath that we take and
we should thank Him for all
that He has done for us—not

just during the Neal Conference
week with a cool act of reverence
for God. “If it were His intention and He withdrew His spirit
and breath, all humanity would
perish together and mankind
would return to the dust.” ( Job
34:14-15). I personally want to
encourage and thank Ivy Ritchie
for the wonderful idea and for
getting the support of the college.
Caleb Elliott

Taking “study” out of work-study
by Zack Jackson

Last Thursday, a decision was
made that affected the majority
of Facilities Services students:
Students are no longer allowed
to do anything on the clock
besides work. This, unfortunately,
includes studying. The claim was
made that students would rush
through their duties of cleaning
and maintaining the buildings
just so they could hurry to do
their assignments.
As a Facilities Services team
leader, this affects me in a large
way. I had to send out an email
to my team telling them that
there was a problem of some
teams doing their work helter
skelter so they could return to
their homework, and as a result
everyone had their studying
privileges revoked. This will force
people to do work that is often
redundant, tedious, and overall
unnecessary. I predicted that this,
obviously, would not be a popular
email, which is why I included
a picture of a rather adorable
kitten to try to keep my team’s
anger down to a minimum.
Many of us return to Facilities
year after year because we know that
we can find a balance between our

work and our studies. We often get
our work done in a timely manner,
and if a new problem crops up, we
stop our homework to take care of
it. I have heard from several workers
that this decision is going to hurt
them as students.
First, it hurts our trust. In the
past, if a supervisor saw something that we were missing, I was
informed of the matter and it
became a part of our routine.
Second, our time on the clock
is highly useful to study. At night
in the gym, there is not a lot
we can do until the later hours,
because of a constant stream of
athletes. The hours leading into
that provided prime quiet time
to be able to do our readings for
upcoming classes. I have had
several workers since tell me they
may not be able to balance both
their incredible work load and
their study load.
And then we have been told
that if we can find nothing else
for our workers to do in our
building, we are to send them
to be assigned some strenuous
tasks, such as scrubbing the staircases outside of Mills, or cleaning the exterior of the dumpster
on campus. We have a set routine
and a concrete list of responsibil-

HTIR Work-study

ities, but now, due to this unfair
request, when the work is done,
our workers are rewarded with,
you guessed it, more work.
There is also a problem when
many of these Facilities employees are athletes and have trouble
balancing school, sports, and the
required hours to fund their education. I have had more than one
student warn me that if this decision is not reversed, they would
have to reduce their hours, because
they would not be able to handle

all three responsibilities.
Despite my leadership position, I, too, clean beside the
regular work-study students and
see how it affects their lives. This
issue is already creating unnecessary stress in the lives of many
students.
I am not saying that the
people who declared this are
intending to harm students, or
are undeserving of their position.
They have been chosen for their
positions because their quali-

ties make them suitable for their
job, and I do not question their
authority. I am merely asking for
a bit of mercy and understanding. We may be workers, but we
are first and foremost students.
Many of us wish to do well in
our classes. Sure, some of us mess
around during this free time,
but from what I have observed,
the majority of my workers are
responsible with their time and
use it to either do homework or
fellowship with one another.
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Image versus identity
by Calvin Cummings

I’ve noticed a corporate movement in Covenant’s administration towards portraying and
promoting an image of the
student body that is not consistent with its identity. My
opinion was galvanized by an
e-mail from Brad Voyles that
informed the student body of a
new regulation for Convocation:
“No props, implements, or hall
accessories are allowed in the
chapel (this includes taxidermied
animals, commodes or other hall
artifacts). If planning to wear
a costume, please check with
residence life staff on appropriateness. Students who are not
dressed appropriately/sufficiently
or who attempt to bring in props
or artifacts will not be allowed in
the chapel.”
This, along with some censorship in the Tartan, perplexed
me. As a student who has now
been both an outsider and
member of the fraternal groups
that were impacted by these
precepts, I wanted to know the
administration’s reasoning. I
can grasp how some would see
the toting of etched fire-hydrants and ceramic panthers as
attention-seeking, but my understanding has been that such
a practice has been participated
in out of joy rather than selfimportance.
Before I explain why I believe
this, the distinction must be
made about what we come together to celebrate at Convocation. Convocation, at any public,
private, Christian, or secular
academic institution, serves to
celebrate and remind student,
faculty, and staff of the academic
mission of the institution. However, at our fairly unique college
we believe our mission is charged
by our identity as followers of
Christ. This fact makes our Con-

vocation not
only a celebration of academia
but of Christ
and our identity
in him. This is
why Convocation reminds me
of why I came
to Covenant:
to explore the
preeminence
of Christ in all
things.
This celebration, then,
is incredibly
important, and
I understand
why the administration would
like to protect
it from the
selfish-ambition of a select
few. We should
never distract
others from
that glorious,
much-biggerthan-ourselves picture. However, I do not see the celebration
of hall identity at Convocation
as such a distraction. It would
be ignorant for me to say that
such a practice could never
be used for self-aggrandizing
ends, but do I believe that that
is why students do it? No. I
believe we bring out our weirdness at Convocation because
we are celebrating our identity
in Christ alongside professors and staff in their manycolored accoutrements which
show what they’ve studied and
accomplished. Some will see
this as foolishness to think
that wearing a viking helmet
to Convocation is somehow
a celebration of Christ. I do
not believe such expression is
necessary for such commemoration, but I also do not believe

that such actions preclude
edification. If I find myself in a
community of believers that is
aware of and honest about its
propensity to sin along with the
power of Christ, why hide my
strangeness? I see expressing
weird and sinless desires as an
act of honesty.
These genuine displays of
strangeness that are customary on this campus are often
not appreciated as such, but are
seen as distracting, a nuisance,
and, in the most extreme cases,
destructive. Under the culturallysilhouetted banners of purity
and decency students have been
restricted for the purpose of
upholding a culturally-congruent
image. I wonder why maintaining this image is necessary, especially in light of the continued
appreciation I see from members

of the administration and
members of the
student body.
The answer to
such musings
seems fairly
simple: we show
donors the parts
of school that
they want to see.
The question
many would
then ask would
be, “Should we
pander to the
cultural milieu of
those who have
different presuppositions of what
right Christian
community looks
like?” and is
answered with a
resounding, “Absolutely not.”
This question simplifies
a much more
Giacngo.vn
complex issue
for the College, though. The
truth is that certain unsponsored activities that Covenant
students take part in do not
immediately convince donors
that Covenant is preparing
their students to go out into
the world with a Biblical frame
of reference or a commitment
to Christian mission. This is
only true because of cultural
norms, but it is true nonetheless. We must consider whether
or not it is dishonest for the
administration to portray the
portions of the student body
that are more acceptable to the
general public; the truth is that
there is a very specific image of
the students that is portrayed
by the college’s website, Facebook page, the Tartan, and any
other cataloged or publicized
record of student life. I believe

that that image is not congruent with, if nothing else, my
experience.
The ebb and flow of the
administration’s restrictions on
individual student or hall expression comes from the movement of men and women in
and out of positions in Student
Development, the communications department, etc., so the
probability that some of these
restrictions will be relaxed or
removed in the future is high.
However, so is the probability
of more restrictions. My fear
for this wonderful little crucible that is Covenant College
is this: that the gap between
our image and our identity
(both corporately and privately)
will become so vast that we lose
site of our mission. We would,
out of frustration, resent our
student or administrative counterparts for not cooperating or
bending to our will and become
so lost in our own “I’m right”ness that we would compromise
the principles by which we live
so as to smooth over the creases
in our relationship. There is
not accountability in this kind
of community, and we all need
accountability.
All that to say, I see joy as
the catalyst for self-expression
on this campus. Joy, not in
ourselves, but in the Christ
who gave us the ability to be
ourselves. This is also a celebration of Covenant as a place that
wants to see its students living
for Christ without reservation. However, the way some
students pursue this is not seen
as appropriate. I hope that the
next time something crops up
from the student body that is
mysterious, different, or unknown, it is handled in a conversation rather than snipped
away because of its perceived
potential harm.
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Rock Climbing Club
by P. Bradshaw & G. LePage

Kendi Anderson

Let ’s imagine you’re a freshmen at Covenant College.
You think you want to join a
sport. You aren’t good-looking
enough for the soccer team.
You considered tennis, but you
don’t like white shoes. You
thought maybe baseball, but
you can’t swing a bat to save
your life, and besides, those
pants make your butt look big.
What other options do you
have? Must you resign yourself to a sedentary lifestyle
without the prestige of athletic endeavor and excellence?
But lo, there breaks a yet more
glorious sport: rock climbing.
As of last week, Covenant
College has an official and active
climbing club.
But first, some histor y.
D ue to the difficulties in
re-opening Co venant ’s
boulder ing facilit y a number of students took their
interest and abilit y to the
Tennessee Boulder ing Au-

thor it y ( T BA), a bouldering g y m in S t. Elmo. There
were so many Co venant
stud ents c limbing at T BA
that a loc al coac h off ered to
tr ain a team to compete at a
col legiate le vel.
Now, through conversation
with Student Senate, the
Covenant College Climbing Club has been officially
established and will be competing in the spring. If the
team proves successful, and
the college is accepted into
the NCAA Division III this
summer, then the club hopes
to transform into a bona fide
program under the athletic
department next fall.
“Senate was really happy that
we could come up with a way
to enable students to enjoy
the climbing in the area. The
opportunity to climb at a collegiate level is also very exciting,” said Matt Pappas, Student
Body Treasurer and Climbing
Team Member.
And now you think to yourself,

“Climbing sounds cool, but I’ll
never be able to do that.”
Think again.
Any experienced climber
would tell you that the only
thing necessar y to become
a good climber is a willing heart and a love for the
outdoors. Seriously, anyone
can do it. The club wants to
share this incredible sport
with those who wouldn’t ever
think of joining a traditional
sports team.
“Before this semester, I
considered climbing something beyond my athletic
ability, but after some convincing from Peter, I joined
climbing team and training
has quickly become one of
the highlights of my week,”
said junior Climbing Team
Member Rebekah Taft.
So if you would like to compete or are simply looking for
an excuse to be outside on the
weekends email your interest to
peter.bradshaw@covenant.edu.

100 Wins for Coach Taylor
by Jake Sikkema

Coach Heather Taylor is the head
varsity volleyball coach and she
has no idea what her overall record
is. Thankfully someone has been
keeping track, because on Saturday, Sept. 22, she received her
100th win for Covenant since being named Head Coach in 2006.
Taylor attended Covenant College from ‘94-’98, and played on
the volleyball team all four years.
While at Covenant, she played
under three different coaches in
three of her four years. After Covenant, Taylor taught high school
for eight years, and was not plan-

ning on returning to Covenant.
However, God had different plans.
Coach Taylor got reacquainted
with Covenant when she began
taking some accounting classes.
While attending these classes
she was informed that the position for head volleyball coach
was about to open. She applied
for it and received it.
While Taylor was a player, the
volleyball program was not very
strong, but since becoming a
coach, she has turned it around.
Her influence on the program has
been huge, however, she emphasizes that the people around her have
been key in making it a success.

Two of the main sources of
help are Stephanie Wharton
and Joanna Ehman. Both are
currently serving as assistant
coaches, but have also been players under Coach Taylor.
“We’ve come a long way for
sure, and it’s encouraging to look
at the progress, but it’s been a
team effort. Stephanie Wharton deserves a lot of the credit,
as does Joanna Ehman in more
recent years,” said Taylor.
The reason Coach Taylor does
not know her win loss record
is because she has intentionally
avoided it. In her inaugural season
at Covenant, she found herself

1-11 and feeling down. Coach
Taylor knew that if she wanted to
have success as a coach, the focus
could not be on winning.
“We have always had strong
athletes, but never had a winning
tradition. My primary goal is to
build young women, becoming
problem solvers, [and] in the
process win volleyball games,
growing the program for the
long term,” said Taylor.
Coach Taylor loves Covenant
and the ability to work with young
women. She said that coaching
here has been a “blessing” and “the
Lord’s answer to a prayer that I
wasn’t even praying.”

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Peter Wilkerson at peter.wilkerson@covenant.edu

Looking back, Coach Taylor
used her experience in her college years to make the program
what she thought it ought to be:
great moments of triumph, great
moments of defeat, and traveling
together as a team.
“Winning,” said Coach Taylor,
“is a bi-product”.
Her focus is on helping these
young women to grow and
mature in all aspects of their
lives, not just their game. Coach
Heather Taylor’s bi-product is
a frequent one, and it speaks
to the strength of the program,
the strength of the staff, and the
strength of the players.

