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Cartoonist
at Covenant
by Grace Humbles

by Kendi Anderson

Chattanooga is a city known
for its innovation in the arts
and technology, budding development, and a growing gang
problem.
This past week Chattanooga’s
Comprehensive Gang Assessment was released and it reported that gang violence rising
rapidly in Chattanooga. Gang
membership is up 27% from last
year in the city’s 40 gangs. Due
to gangs self-perpetuating nature, these numbers are expected
to grow exponentially unless
there is an intervention.
Chattanooga is taking steps
to combat violence in a new
way. Dr. Arun Gandhi has been
invited to spend this week in
Chattanooga to speak at multiple
private and public events.
Dr. Arun Gandhi is the grandson of Mahatma Gandhi who
was assassinated in 1948. He
founded the Gandhi Institute for
Nonviolence, based out of New
York, to carry on his grandfather’s work.
Missy Crutchfield, AdminisContinued on page 2News

Naomi Belz

Recycling changes
by Garrison Dale

Student Senate plans to make
changes to Covenant’s recycling
program, overseen by the Campus Stewardship Committee, due
to the inefficiency of the current

process.
Since its establishment in
2009, the Campus Stewardship
Committee (CSC) has overseen
the collection of recycling from
bins left on the residence halls
throughout campus.

After successful testing of
student run recycling in Andreas in the spring semester of
the 2008-2009 school year, the
CSC was established as a student
led committee responsible for
Continued on page 2News

Editorial cartoonist Clay Bennett had it made working for the
Christian Science Monitor in
Boston, Massachusetts. But in
2007 Bennett brought his Pulitzer
Prize winning talents to Chattanooga, where he currently works
as the editorial cartoonist for the
Times Free Press.
On Monday, Bennett spoke as
the Constitution Day speaker at
Covenant brought in by Covenant’s History Department.
Bennett began his talk with a
disclaimer: “If none of you are offended by what you’re about to see,
then I’m doing something wrong,”
he said.
Bennett tied his career in editorial cartooning to the Constitution with a humorous explication
of the constitutional right to free
speech, a free press, and copyright
protection.
“The Constitution protects my
right to criticize the government,”
Bennett said. “And then it gives
me a way to make money doing
it!”
The rest of the evening was split
between Bennett showing and
explaining his editorial cartoons
and a question and answer session.
Continued on page 2News
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Gandhi’s grandson
Continued from front page

trator of Chattanooga’s Department of Education, Arts, and
Culture, (EAC) said in a news
release that Dr. Gandhi will
share how to take “Gandhi’s philosophy of nonviolence into our
lives and onto our streets.”
U.S. Secretary of State George
C. Marshall eulogized Gandhi as “the spokesman for the

Recycling

Continued from front page
collecting recycling, stewarding food resources, stewarding
energy resources, and promoting
conservation.
As a committee, the CSC’s
chair receives a stipend from the
college, the committee is governed by the Student Association
of Covenant College (SACC)
bylaws, and it is provided with
practical service workers. These
workers collect the recycling
bins left on residence halls and
empty them into the on-campus
recycling dumpster next to the
tennis courts.
By the spring semester of
2010, the CSC controlled recy-

Cartoonist

Continued from front page
Bennett’s description of his career
and cartoons was light-hearted and
good-humored, with a little badhumor thrown in for good measure.
During the Q&A session Bennett told students that he had
wanted to be a cartoonist from the
time he was four years old, and
that he really loves his job.
“My job is creative, and
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conscience of mankind.” This
conscience drives people away
from violence and towards peace.
David Cook, a Chattanooga
columnist wrote, “Violence
separates, damages and disfigures. But nonviolence restores,
reconciles and rehabilitates.”
Gandhi said, “for a nonviolent
person, the whole world is one
family,” but not in an emotional
way. Rather, it is in how we view
one another. Anyone, according

to Gandhi, can do what he did
by resisting violence and working
towards peace which is rooted in
truth.
In inviting Dr. Gandhi to
speak, Crutchfield saw Chattanooga making a commitment
towards being a city that pursues nonviolence. The EAC has
entitled this week “Gandhi Visits
Chattanooga-- A City Moving
Toward a Season for Nonviolence.”

Wednesday, September 19, 2012
-5pm Unveiling of a mural, “A
Season for Nonviolence” at
Brainerd Recreation Center,
1010 N. Moore Rd.

cling programs in all residence
buildings on campus.
After the expansion, the program proved to be too large an
operation for students to handle
effectively.
“There were a range of problems with the system. Often,
students would throw trash
and sticky liquids into the bins
rather than save them solely for
recyclables,” said Student Body
President Susanna Griffith.
Recycling bins would be left
overflowing for weeks, leading to
uncleanliness on the halls.
From 2010 to present, the
CSC has been proposing
changes to increase efficiency
and effectiveness of recycling at
Covenant, but little progress has

been made in cleaning up the
program.
Facilities is unable to absorb
the recycling program due to
budgetary restrictions. “Taking on such an endeavor would
require funds and manpower that
are not currently available,” said
Griffith.
Assessing the insufficiencies
of the current recycling program,
the Student Senate has raised
two alternative options.
The first: suspending the
campus wide recycling program
this semester. During the break,
the CSC would gauge student
interest and commitment. Current chairs Marcos Campbell
and April Kent would continue
to raise awareness of the pro-

gram, even as it is temporarily
suspended, and practical service
workers would continue to serve
the CSC in ways other than
recycling on campus.
The second: turning the CSC
into a volunteer-led club. The
chairs would no longer be paid
by the college and recycling
would no longer be collected by
practical service workers.
“The benefits of the CSC
being a club are that students
who have a passion for all things
stewardship would volunteer
their own time on their own
initiative and would not be
burdened by keeping up with a
program run by the institution,”
said Student Senate Secretary
Molly Anderson.

In either case, students will
still have the opportunity to
recycle, even if the institution’s
program is suspended. Students
can bring recyclable goods to
the dumpster next to the tennis
courts and paper recycling will
continue as normal.
“These changes do not indicate
failure on behalf of the CSC
leaders. As it is, the program is
not feasible,” said Griffith.
The CSC chairs will meet
again with Student Senate this
Wednesday. Following the meeting, the Senate will vote on the
future of the CSC and the recycling program at Covenant.

thoughtful,” Bennett said. “Most
people can only express their political views on a bumper sticker;
my cartoons give me one giant
bumper sticker.”
A career as an editorial cartoonist,
Bennett told students, comes with
a lot of hate...mail. Bennett had
experience with hate from the time
he was in high school--he was fired
from his high school newspaper,
fired from his college newspaper,
and finally helped start an under-

ground newspaper at his university.
When asked by the Bagpipe
what advice he had for Covenant’s
student newspaper Bennett shared
these words of advice: “Be as aggressive as they’ll let you be. Don’t
stop until they make you stop.
Don’t ask for permission, beg for
forgiveness.”
Students had mixed responses
to the evening.
“I really enjoyed it,” said senior
history major Sam Bestvater. “I

liked hearing a voice at Covenant
that we don’t usually here. It was a
fresh, funny perspective, and it was
nice that he didn’t take himself too
seriously.”
Bennett’s prophetic disclaimer
did not disappoint--not all students were receptive to his talk.
“I thought it was valuable to have
someone on campus speaking from
a different viewpoint than we usually
hear,” said junior Hannah Copeland.
“But he was really kind of a jerk.”

Bennett is used to mixed reviews.
“At its core,” Bennett said, “cartooning is a negative art form.”
Any response from readers, including a negative response, means
that readers are paying attention-which is exactly what cartoonists
are looking for.
At the close of the evening, students went back to studying and
Bennett made his way back to his
office at the Times Free Press to
finish the next day’s cartoon.

-6pm at the Hindu Temple, 7706
Colemere Drive.

Thursday, September 20, 2012
-8am-noon at Bessie Smith Hall,
200 East MLK Blvd. (reservations required.)
-3:15pm Walking tour of Brainerd Mission, 5600 Brainerd
Road
-5pm Eastgate Library blessing,
5705 Marlin Road Ste 1500

Faculty Quote of the Week
“Newspapers are cool. They’re like an iBook that you don’t have to plug in.” -Constitution Day Speaker Clay Bennett, editorial cartoonist
for the Times Free Press
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The Verdict
Yes... to Catwoman.
No... to 87 of them.
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A graceful and soft-spoken
woman with frizzy silver hair, artist Dona Barnett personifies the
very artwork that her fragile hands
create; delicately hand-crafted
paper and drawings of finelypenciled birds currently ornament
the upstairs gallery in the Kresge
Memorial Library. Barnett, a
Covenant alumnus and mother of
six, gave an artist lecture on Aug.
29, explaining the purpose behind
her exhibit, “Now But Not Yet,”
which explores the human longing
for the eternal. I had the opportunity to inquire more into her life
and artwork.
What is your background in
art? Is your art your main occupation?
While we had six little kids, I
became a self-taught artist, concentrating in drawing, colored
pencil, pastels and watercolor.
I would homeschool by day
and draw by night. I eventu-

ally realized that I was selective
about what I was learning, so for
the last nine years I have been
getting my Bachelor of Fine
Arts degree at the University of
North Carolina Asheville with a
concentration in Drawing.
Art is my main occupation
now that I have graduated and
all our kids have become people.
I’m really an “emerging” artist,
which sounds to me like a caterpillar crawling out of an egg. My
studio is now in our basement
(maybe that’s why I think of a
caterpillar) but I used to have my
stuff all over the house, mainly
in our bedroom. I have such a
tolerant husband- what other
man would be fine with a printing press on one side of the bed
and tubs of etching solution in
the bathroom? Don’t ask what’s
in the freezer.
Why the theme of birds for
this exhibit?
Birds keep showing up in
my work, but my work is not

about birds. I use the imagery of
birds to talk about vulnerability,
suspension, movement. Years ago,
we had a small bird get caught
in our garage against a window.
I gathered the tiny thing in my
cupped hands. As I opened my
hands to free it, it hesitated,
and then lifted itself into the
air brushing my palms with its
wings. Slight push, whisper of
air, a flutter, and it was gone.
That’s what I’m talking about.
How do you convey your faith
in your art?
Conveying my faith in my art
is just a by-product of working
out the hard questions visually.
I presented “Now But Not Yet”
first on a secular campus. As an
art student, I was pushed hard
into exploring the deepest, most
vexing questions of my heart.
Being 57, I had pretty much
gotten past all those questions:
who am I, what am I, where have
I been, where am I going? Then
the most stressful years of our

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

family’s lives happened. I had to
demonstrate visually my hope in
God’s sovereignty despite those
difficult circumstances. I had to
acknowledge that my faith was
shaking. I had to be honest about
how hard it was to wait in faith
for things to be as they were
intended to be. So, my show
focuses on what has been given
to us now in moments of daily
life, and the struggle to wait
expectantly for what has been
promised.
Since your exhibit is displayed
at Covenant, what do you hope
to share with this college community and with current art
students, especially?
Reach deeper; listen to God’s
whispers; if an idea won’t let you
go, pursue it until it becomes
bigger; exploit your fetish; you
don’t have to be profound, just
be honest; your life is built, like a
nest, with small moments, which
are not so insignificant as you
might think.
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Dan Deacon: America
by Grant Thomas

America is not just corporate
greed. It’s all of us, whether we
like it or not. Immigrant and
citizen. Fat cat and anarchist radical. Dumpster diver and Donald
Trump. On a recent album tour
outside the United States, Dan
Deacon realized a sobering fact,
that he was indeed American.
Until that point he had always
been fighting it. When he thought
of America, he thought of all that
was ugly. Then he realized that he
was a part of that same system,
and that corporate America, and
underground electronic composers
like himself both made America
what it was.
From that transforming realization, Dan Deacon’s new album
America was formed. Every time
I listened to Dan Deacon before
America, I couldn’t get through

more than one or two songs. I just
didn’t find his music very listenable. Since America came out in
August though, there hasn't been a
day that has gone by that I haven’t
listened to it fully through. America is similar to Sufjan Steven’s Age
of Adz, although more electronic,
it has a definite beauty to it. The
opening track “Guiliford Avenue
Bridge,” begins with a virtual
twister of electronic noise winding in and out, then a stampede of
layered drums enters and before
you know it America has begun.
Following the opening track is the
single of the album: “True Thrush.”
A very playful track with a chorus
of children giving it an ambient
dream feeling to the chorus. “Prettyboy,” the second instrumental
track on the album, reigns the listener back in with a transition into
calming trickle of synth and piano.
In the latter half of the album the

four last songs merge together
with no real distinction, into a
twenty-five minute semi-monotonous collection that is more suitable for travel, which makes sense,
as a large part of this album was
written while Dan Deacon was
traveling cross-country. “USA III:
Rail” was written on a train ride
from New York to Seattle. The feel
of travel, comes from rises and falls
of frenetic piano and synth layered
together very cohesively, which
musically illustrates the feeling of
a long trip with rapidly changing
landscapes.
Listening to America, gives the a
very positive sensation that though
there is ugliness in the world,
there is beauty too, and anything
is possible. Deacon has said that
his album America is just another
piece of the conversation of who
America is and it is nothing short
of grand.

The Avett Brothers: Carpenter
by Greg Steele

The Avett Brothers have made
it. From sold out national tour
dates to a new ad for Gap,
the Brothers have started to
expand out of their original
circles of influence. With
new fans come new expectations, and expectations run
high for the band, particularly
in the release of their first
album since their breakout,
I and Love and You. After
three years, the Brothers have
finally released their newest
album, The Carpenter. The
wait did not disappoint.
The album is bookended by
two of the best songs on the album, “The Once and Future Carpenter,” and “Life.” Both follow
the Brothers’ established pattern
of clear, catchy melodies and
honest, heartfelt lyrics. “Down

with the Shine” is reminiscent of
“When I Drink,” and the Brothers debut their newest “pretty
girl” song with “Pretty Girl from
Michigan.” “February Seven”
shares the mellowness and
earnestness that makes the Avett
Brothers’ music so gripping. “A
Father’s First Spring” likewise
captures the emotional realism
and depth that the Brothers have
perfected.
Though their distinct
sound is still prominent, they
also experiment with some
slight variations of their
usual Americana theme, some
with more success than others. “ Winter in My Heart ”
works well with its George
Jones-esque musical style and
mournful lyrics. On the other
hand, “Paul Newman Vs. the
Demons” doesn’t--the Brothers depart drastically from

their usual Americana style,
launching this experiment
into grunge-like rock. If the
entire album had been in this
style, the Brothers might have
been able to pass it off as an
evolution of the band’s sound,
but as it stands, the song feels
stilted and out of place. Even
its location as the second to
last song on the album suggests its outsider status.
Overall, The Carpenter is a
strong follow up to I and Love
and You. The Brothers maintain
their staples of catchy melody
and deep, heartfelt lyrics to their
credit. The Carpenter should continue to boost the Avett Brothers
on their upward trajectory, and
satisfy their current fan base.
Their unique talent at capturing
the human experience in song
will ensure their popularity for
years to come.
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Welcome Wagon interview
by Calvin Cummings

Arts editor Calvin Cummings sat
down (in the comfortable abode of
a generous Assistant Resident Director named Jessica Chen) with
Reverend Thomas Vito Aiuto, the
lead singer of the husband and
wife duo, The Welcome Wagon, to
learn about The Welcome Wagon’s
story of God’s Providence, encouraging friends, and the value of
community.
Could you tell us your band’s
story?
We would record with Sufjan
every once in awhile, and, as
many probably know, he records a
Christmas album every year and
sends it out to his friends. Each
year he works with someone different, and we helped him record
the second one. The process of
making that album resulted in
recording other things, including
some songs I had written.
By the end we had a fairly large
amount of songs, and that’s when
he asked us if we wanted to release
a record. The record was received
pretty well, and that gave us enough
courage and imagination to keep
playing live and writing more songs.
We began to play with our friends
Jay (bassist for the show) and
Alex (guitarist) and sometimes
Sufjan would play with us. We’d
(Monique and himself had) been
writing music ourselves, but Sufjan
sent us on the trajectory that we’re
on. After a couple years we had
put together enough songs to put
out another record, and Asthmatic
Kitty wanted to put it out for us.
Who are the members in your
band?
Evan (piano) is the music director
at our church, and Jay and Alex
usually play at a different sister
church.
Could you tell us yours and Monique’s story?
We both grew up in Tecumseh,

Michigan, so we had a pretty small
town life. Growing up, I never
thought I would end up in a big
city. Monique probably planned
that she would because she was a
visual artist. She ended up getting
a scholarship to Cooper Union, so
she went there when she graduated. When I met her and we got
together I really wanted to be in
New York too. I moved there after
we got married. That’s when God
gave me and her a sense of what
we were going to be doing with
our lives there.
What that has ended up being
is planting a church. We didn’t
know that right away, but that is
what emerged: planting a church
and building a community that
focuses on the love of Jesus.
We want our church to be a
simple church. We don’t want
it to be focused on Arts or on
our music or young people or
old people, we just want it to
be a church focused on the
grace of Jesus, and helps and
serves to proclaim that ilove n
the neighborhood that we’re in,
which is Williamsburg. We don’t
just work with churches in the
PCA, we work with all kinds of
churches. What unites us is the
Gospel of Jesus. Our work is
the Welcome Wagon and we’re
beginning to see that as a piece
of this whole that God has asked
us to be a part of. And we’re glad
to be a part of it.
Could you tell us about your college experience?
I went to Western Michigan
University, and most of the time I
was there I was not a Christian. It
was the middle of my junior year
when I became a Christian, and I
became involved in a number of
different ministries. They began
to suggest that I should think
about going to seminary. I didn’t
even know what seminary was.
I thought it was a place where
monks walked around with hooded robes on or something. I went
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and visited for the first time in
Chicago and just thought, “Man,
these people get to study the Bible
all day and think about what it
means to be a Christian and help
one another be Christians.” That
seemed really interesting to me. So
when I graduated from Western,
I took a year off, and then applied
to Princeton Theological Seminary
to be close to Monique. Princeton
is about an hour and a half away
from New York, and that was
when we started dating and thinking about getting married.
I went to seminary just to study
the Bible all the time because that
was really attractive to me. Once
I was there, I began to learn a
little bit about what a pastor does,
and that’s when I began thinking
about being a pastor. It wasn’t until
I actually became a pastor that I
learned what a pastor does. And
I’m still trying to figure that out.
There’s the preaching part, and
the counseling part, administrative things, and what else does a
pastor do? I’m still slowly figuring
that out. I’ve been ordained for 11

years, and I’ve been the pastor of
a church for seven years, but I’ve
only just begun to figure out what
I’m called to as a pastor.
Do you have any encouragements
for other Christian musicians
as we enter into the week before
Mountain Affair?
It takes so much courage to be a
musician, and it takes so much
courage to sing. I really want to
encourage people to sing and
to make music as much as I can
because it’s not easy to do. It’s not
easy to get in front of people and
bear yourself and your heart.
Singing is this really ridiculous thing where you breathe
air into your body, and then let
it out and it’s kind of awkward.
Van Morrison, one of the best
singers, would be terrified to
sing. He’s had terrible stage
fright at multiple points in his
career. So, I’m always impressed
when someone’s willing to be
brave and to share what they
have with somebody else and be
willing to put themselves on the

line in that way. The main reason
The Welcome Wagon is a band
is because someone else, mainly
Sufjan, but also a few others,
encouraged us by saying, “You
should make something, you
should do something.”
I was in Sufjan’s band for a couple
of years because he asked me. We
want to encourage other people by
asking them to sing with us, and
play with us, and encouraging them
to be a part of what we do. If it’s
not music then, for example, when
we had our record release show
someone from our church made
the poster and another member
baked cookies and another designed
our set. Part of the vision of The
Welcome Wagon is to be a place, an
arena to challenge people the way
we’ve been encouraged. I’m glad
you guys do [Mountain Affair].
I hope you’re doing it in a Spirit
revering way. I hope you’re receiving
what people offer with generosity,
because it takes a lot of courage to
give something like that, and a lot
of patience and humility to receive
something like that.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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Letter to the Editor
Dear Editor:

I appreciated Mr. Steele’s history
on the magnificent structures
erected over the past centuries
by God fearing saints. I think
that alone invokes the question, “why?” Why for centuries
have Christians been compelled
to spend enormous amounts of
time and money building such
sanctuaries, if, as Mr. Steele has
said, “the house doesn’t matter an ounce to God.” If the
saints of old gathered around us
for an hour and discussed this,

I wonder if they would agree
with his statement. I think they
would not. When Mr. Steele
argues that God is much more
interested in our hearts than he
is in the physical ways we go
about worship, the problem is
not that his conclusion is flawed.
The real issue is more of an all
encompassing question regarding
worship, not merely the object of
our worship.
While God and His son and
our Savior Jesus Christ must
always be the sole object of our
worship, our act of worship in-

volves many things. It demands
our attention, our focus and a
determined effort. As my pastor
has said often, worship is not a
spectator sport, it is participatory. It requires action. So the
question is this: does the place
we are engaged to do this work
matter? I believe it does. Does
a symphony invoke anything
different within your spirit than
a pop song? It certainly does for
me. Does a pipe organ lift my
heart to grandeur places than a
guitar and soloist? It does for
me. The instruments of worship

are not just musical but all the
physical symbols and accoutrements that lead our eyes, ears
and souls to the throne of God.
Now, obviously, these are going to be different for different
people. I would never suggest
that everyone needed to worship
in a cathedral. And that is why
we have different churches. We
have different people. However,
our approach to worship should
never lead us to the statement, it
doesn’t matter to God. Because,
in fact, it does matter to God.
The sobriety in which we enter
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worship, the focus and the efforts
to which we prepare speak to our
hearts desires.
Can a you worship in an abandoned shoe store? Certainly.
Can God be glorified in that
situation? No doubt.
But why would you want to?
Tom Schriener
Director of Auxiliary Services
Covenant College

McStarbucks chicken nuggets
by Austin Shelton

McDonalds is an interesting
phenomenon. It’s one of the
largest companies in the world,
spanning nations and cultures
like nobody’s business, ranking
right up there with companies like
Shell and Walmart for having the
most fingers in the most pies. The
McDonalds model is the envy of
smaller companies, and the effect
of McDonalds on the world is
something that sociologists love to
write and talk about (even going
so far as to coin the word “McDonaldization”).
Love it or hate it, one of the
things that makes McDonalds
great is its ability to adapt. McDonalds doesn’t sell Big Macs
and fries worldwide. In Indonesia you get rice with your meal,
while in the Middle East you
could get falafel or something
equivalent to a gyro, and in India
there’s an all-vegetarian McDonalds. Also, you should look up
the McDonalds Bubur Ayum.
It’s great. Point is, McDonalds
adapts to its customers, and isn’t
afraid to try radical things.
Which brings me to my point:
McDonalds is adapting to the new
needs of the American consumer.
A few days ago I read an article in

the Washington Post about how
McDonalds is going to start posting the calorie count for its menu
items nationwide, so now you’ll
finally be able to see the unforeseen consequences of 20 McNuggets for $5. They are doing this
voluntarily, mind you, and not due
to some federal mandate.
But why? Well, because it looks
good for them to do it, and will probably get the health-food mafia off
their back for a few weeks. Also, it’s
kind of what we expect from them,
if you think about it. They’re doing it
for the same reason that they opened
up the confusing juxtaposition that
is “McCafe”. Think of how much we
as Americans love to go to Starbucks
and string as many coffee/drink related words together and then pay for
the Harry Potter-esque concoction
that comes out. How could they not
get in on that action? That’s the same
reason they’ve started providing free
Wifi at most locations. It’s also why
most McDonalds restaurants have
somehow undergone the transformation from a whitewashed and tiled
building that stinks of disinfectant,
cooking oil and dirty children to a
hip café with mood lighting and
flatscreens tuned in to CNN. I can’t
even find a not-hip McDonalds
where I live anymore, and believe me,
I’ve tried.

Blogs.babble.com

Basically, McDonalds is trying
to follow the Starbucks model.
I doubt it’ll work anytime soon,
as it was only a few short years
ago that they were suffering the
backlash from Super Size Me
and the countless spinoffs and

angry Youtube videos it spawned.
And they have yet to get into the
world of slacktivism by offering
free-range chicken McNuggets
and coffee never touched by underpaid worker’s hands. But the
point is, McDonalds sees that

while we may buy pseudo-food
to shove in our faces, we want
to do it in style. We want to feel
like we’re eating that sandwich
in a place with class, rather than
a droll establishment made of
tile and plastic seats.
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Opinions: Less is more
by Janessa Chupp

An article in the Opinions section of the Bagpipe that encourages readers to have fewer opinions may seem like a subversive,
mean-spirited attempt to reduce
article submissions. This is not
my intention. Rather, I write this
article because having too many
opinions or forming them too
quickly isn’t helpful to anyone.
I write with the hope that we
will have opinions that are worth
having, and even worth sharing
with others when appropriate.
Clearly, I think opinions are
important. I wouldn’t be spouting mine to the student body if I
didn’t. I’m certainly not going to

argue with anyone who says that
Christians in particular ought
to know and be able to articulate what they believe. Most of
us have spent at least the past
twelve years learning, in part,
how to process information and
develop thoughts of our own,
and that sort of education is
valuable. Our education equips
us to think deeply about ideas,
and our faith encourages us to
“always be prepared to give an
answer for the hope that is in
you” (1 Peter 3:15).
The effects of our education
and faith on our opinions can
be complicated. In certain areas,
even taking a strong stance on
something we don’t actually

know or care about very much
may appear to be a virtue. Have
you ever tried to sound convinced of a position in a paper
that you actually did not feel so
passionately about? Or argued a
theological point to death with
someone who disagreed, even
though you weren’t really sure
where you stood on it yourself ?
Those things may not be wrong
in themselves, but practiced
often enough, they can enforce
in educated Christians the notion that we had should have an
opinion about everything, all the
time.
Our sense of entitlement to
an opinion touches areas of our
lives besides the academic or the

spiritual. Stop and think about
how opinionated we can be as a
student body about a variety of
issues, some of them significant,
and some very minor. What do
you think of that couple in the
Great Hall? Surely you have
an opinion on the latest chapel
speaker. And what’s your take on
the vital issue of swimming in
Jackson Pond?
We want to sound like
thoughtful people, and we can
easily think that means we
need to have a firm opinion on
everything, even things which
are none of our business, that do
not matter, or which we know
nothing about. Our quick “opinionatedness” can degenerate into

gossip and prevent us from really
listening to other people. It can
keep us from being comfortable with silence or ambiguity.
Sometimes it causes us to say ridiculous things, and it can make
us very arrogant. The worst part
of our opinionatedness, though,
is that it does not always reflect
the qualities of true knowledge
or true faith. Real wisdom knows
how to take a step back, pause,
and say, “I don’t know.”
We can so easily trick ourselves into thinking it is our
place to say something, when
really we should just keep silent
and listen instead.
That’s my opinion.

frequently misunderstand the
challenges facing Afghanistan
as we prepare to leave. One of
the larger hindrances to our
recognition of the real situation
there is our assumption and
understanding of “Afghanistan”
as a nation-state, which in fact
it is more of a loosely heldtogether coalition of numerous
very distinct and usually hostile
ethnic nations.
Among the largest ethnic
groups are the Pashtun, Tajiks,
Uzbeks, Hazara, Aimaks, and
Turks. Strong divisions and bad
blood stretching back decades
between these factions make
running a democracy in Afghanistan extremely difficult and
at the moment, Hamid Karzai
(a Pashtun) is barely holding the
government together. Adding to
the tenuous situation are increasing accusations levelled at Karzai
of nepotism and favoritism to
Pashtuns at the cost of other
ethnic groups.
While the American media

trumpets our estimated pullout
date as a sign of success in the
region, preparations for that
withdrawal are already raising
alarm. The Afghan military is
improving, but is still struggling with the twin problems
of unpreparedness and unreliability. It is simply not trained
to operate and maintain a lot
of the American bases and
machinery being turned over
to them. In several cases of
areas being turned back over
to Afghan control, almost all
the progress made against the
Taliban collapses within a matter of months. Also presenting
a challenge is the confusion
many Pashtun soldiers feel
when asked to fight against the
mainly Pashtun Taliban.
With all of the ethnic and
security tensions facing the
country, the fact that the Afghan
economy is in poor shape bodes
ill for the people of Afghanistan
after the U.S. leaves. Without
the oil riches of the Arab states

or the technological advantages of the West, Afghanistan
is looking to mineral wealth
to help make up for the huge
discrepancies between the money
needed to run the government
and the money that the country
can actually acquire. A recent
conference ended with Japan and
several other nations agreeing to
invest in Afghanistan, but this
is at best a short term solution
and without the relative stability
American military forces provide
the country even that money
could dry up.
If your head is spinning right
now, that’s good. The situation in Afghanistan is incredibly complex and isn’t likely
to get any easier, especially as
the stabilizing American forces
prepare to withdraw. While the
pullout is likely to be greeted
with welcome from a war-weary
American public, I hesitate to
call it a win until I see that all
our progress holds together postwithdrawal.

Complexity in Afghanistan

Indiatalkies.com

by David Pickering

Complexity is the name of
the game in Afghanistan. I
want to start by saying that
I’m not trying to contradict
Mr. McKerihan with this
article, which focused more
on American military success,
but instead I want to throw

out some food for thought
for people to chew on before
we just call our intervention
in Afghanistan a win and go
home. While the perpetrator of
the 9/11 attacks may have been
brought to justice, the people
of Afghanistan have to live in a
post-Taliban world and they are
far from prepared. Americans
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All for
Christ
by James Rollins

Hannah Wilkerson

Men’s soccer kicks off
by Stephen McKerihan

What is blue, hairy, and great at
harmonizing to the star spangled
banner? If your guess was our
men’s varsity soccer team, you
would be correct! It goes without
saying that our team is not only
musically inclined but talented
on the field as well. However the
teams record thus far has led to
questions about their competence on the soccer field, and I’m
here to put those doubts to rest.
Saturday night, our boys
played against Truett McConnel, a Southern Baptist College
from Cleveland, Georgia. It was
a long drawn out game with
several chances being created by
both teams, and the atmosphere
for the fans was hair-pulling to
say the least. The game quickly
progressed in a dirtier style of
play with a significant increase in
unnecessary aggression, resulting
in four yellow cards for Truett
and two for Covenant. The game
ended when Truett finally scored
the golden goal in sudden death
overtime. This loss felt especially
painful due to two factors.

First was the fact that yet
again, we had lost in overtime.
The Scotts have been plagued
with a large dosage of overtimes between this year and last,
the most recent being against
Berry College this past Thursday.
Consistently performing well
against teams, only to lose after
100 minutes of hard work is
demoralizing. Second was fatigue
and illness, which was harassing
many of our starters Saturday
from the beginning of the game.
This severely handicapped our
ability to be creative throughout
the match and may have contributed to the loss. The frustration
at losing a game we easily had
the potential to win made it a
tough pill to swallow.
However, there are definitely
areas of our gameplay that could use
improving. After the game I asked
Coach Pifer what he felt we could
do to improve and he responded
that “Our defense is strong and
doing great, it’s creating opportunities in our attacks that we need to
improve on. We just need to create
more opportunities.” I would agree
that a soccer team can never have

enough opportunities, but what
seems to truly be lacking from the
gameplay is a take charge player,
who is capable of stepping up and
making a goal out of our plays.
One player in particular stood
out Saturday for having the
potential to be game changers.
When last season ended, everyone
wondered how Covenant would
fair when the star goal keep Edgar
graduated, but Saturday the naysayers shut their mouths as Shuler
Polk kept the team in the game
with fantastic saves and steady
leadership skills. Its players that
step up to the challenge of the
moment that bring victory to a
team, and it is something we could
use a lot more of.
The men’s soccer team has
had a rough season up to this
point, yet it feels like a somewhat undeserved record. If we
continue to improve at this pace
we could easily find ourselves at
championship level by the end of
the season. But as the team continues to work out the holes in
their armour, I hope the fans will
continue to inspire the players to
give 100% effort on the field.

Since my arrival at Covenant College, something has bothered me
about the athletic teams; to put it
bluntly, Covenant varsity teams
across the board are swarming
with lazy athletes. What I mean by
lazy goes much deeper than simply
working hard at practice and playing hard during games, because as
far as that goes I think Covenant
athletes are doing an excellent job.
I am talking about the off-season,
the off days in season, and before
and after practices and games.
These are the times in which
great players are made; these are
the times in which championship teams are built. Yet there is a
shocking lack of Covenant athletes
that have anything to do with
their sport outside of the normal
team functions. Why? How can
we reconcile this as Christians?
At Covenant, so much emphasis
is placed on the student part of
being a student athlete, that the
athlete part of the phrase is almost
completely lost. Let the excuses
rain down. “I have too much
homework,” “School is too tough,”
“The athletic facilities are not good
enough.”
As a student athlete, you have
the responsibility to overcome
these adversities. Yes, you are different, you are set apart, and you
are held to a higher standard. Not
only are you expected to excel
in the classroom but also on the
field, court, or track. Your college
experience can be harder, it can be
more stressful, and yet it is truly a
blessing to have the opportunity to
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compete at the collegiate level.
So, if it is too overwhelming to
attend Covenant and give your all
in both the classroom and your
varsity sport then help yourself
and your team by either transferring to a less rigorous school
where you can better manage your
abilities, or simply quitting your
varsity sport and playing intramurals. These are all respectable
decisions. What is not respectable
is watching mediocrity in your
games, which is not due to talent
but instead to work ethic.
Work ethic--not talent--is
what is holding Covenant varsity
athletes back. Covenant is loaded
with talent. The varsity basketball
team stacks up individually with
almost every team they played last
year, and yet they struggled to get
in the win column. The baseball
team for the past three years was
loaded with talent, sometimes having professional scouts attending
games, but we could not find a
way to win the regional tournament three years in a row when
we should have waltzed into the
national tournament. The volleyball team last year graduated some
girls who were arguably some of
the top DIII players in the nation
and yet could not find a way to
dominate on the court. The same
goes for the rest of the sports
teams.
Lose a game because you were
outplayed, not outworked; the
latter being in no way glorifying
to God. So athletes, stop with
the excuses and start living out
our school’s motto, “In all things
Christ preeminent.”

