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Chatt flag
controversy

2012 Neal
Conference

by Kendi Anderson, with reporting by James Harrison

by Molly Kitts

For almost two decades, Chattanooga has been in the process
of adopting a new city flag. On
Aug. 28, the City Council of
Chattanooga voted to adopt
a new flag designed by David
Crockett, former councilman and
former director of Chattanooga’s
Office of Sustainability.
The 6-3 vote by the City
Council to approve the adoption
of the new city flag did not come
without opposition.
Before the vote, frustrations
within the community were
brought to the council’s attention
by Councilman Andraé McGary.
He proposed that a committee
be formed to re-examine the
design decision before adopting
the new flag, but did not receive
a second to his proposal.
The new flag was designed
in the 1990s to tell the story of
Chattanooga. It contains three
stripes and the city seal in the
middle. The outside stripes
are green to represent the two
mountains and the blue stripe in
the middle is meant to represent
the Tennessee River that flows
through downtown. The new flag
Continued on page 2News

It may not be the September
event that has everyone talking,
but the chapel department hopes
that students will be reflecting
on the Neal Conference long
after students take down the
remaining Kilter posters.
Covenant College will hold the
annual Neal Conference on True
Spirituality next week, hosting Dr.
Julius J. Kim as he gives a series
of chapel lectures on “Ordinary
People: Extraordinary Faith, Hope,
and Love” and musical guests, The
Welcome Wagon.
This year’s speaker, Kim, is dean of
students and an associate professor
of practical theology at Westminster Seminary California, associate
pastor at New Life Presbyterian and
program director for the Center for
Pastoral Refreshment. Kim is also
a former Covenant College board
member and a long-time friend of
the college.
“He loves the college and the
mission of the college,” said Chaplain Messner. He went on to describe Kim as being clear, winsome,
and committed to the centrality of
the gospel.
“Part of what makes the Neal
Continued on page 2News

Avoiding Miscommunication:
Naomi Belz

Tartan to provide clearer photo guidelines
by Grace Humbles, with reporting by Rebekah Taft

Some students had to look a
little harder to find their yearbook picture this year. The 2012
yearbook staff experienced a
bumpy road to publication last
year, but were satisfied with their
final product.
Pictures missing from the
yearbook can be traced back to
the standard review process the
yearbook undergoes. According

to Brad Voyles, vice president for
student development and dean
of students, five or six years ago
the yearbook published remarks
about a faculty member that
needed to be removed retroactively.
“The solution was to issue
a full page sticker with the
yearbook to cover the offending
page,” Voyles said. “It was decided that the yearbook adviser
and student development would
play a more active role in review-

ing the yearbook.”
Chief Communications Officer
Jen Allen has been the yearbook
advisor for approximately the
past four years, and the review
process has stayed consistent
during her time as yearbook
advisor.
“We receive a proof of the
yearbook from the staff,” Allen
said. “I review it and I hand it off
to student development where
Brad Voyles and other staff
Continued on page 3News
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Chatt Flag

Continued from front page
is intended to encourage Chattanooga’s strategy to market itself
as the “The Outdoor City,” “The
Green City,” and “The Sustainable City.”
Enoch Elwell, an active
member in Chattanooga’s design
community, said the flag Crockett designed contains many of
the same ideas in which the
younger creative generation in
Chattanooga is behind.

“The design of the flag is not
the issue,” said Elwell. “It’s the
process that is the problem.”
There is a concern amongst the
design community that Chattanooga is not using its resource of
an active and engaged art community well. The design community is frustrated that the flag
was designed almost 20 years ago
and does not take into account
that Chattanooga has evolved in
this time.
According to Elwell, Chattanooga is gaining positive

national attention for being a
forward thinking, innovative city
that values design. “One of our
biggest values in Chattanooga is
how well we collaborate.”
Ten leaders and community
advocates in the design community in Chattanooga met
on Sept. 10 to talk about how
they can be a part of cultivating
a collaborative effort between
the design and civic communities in Chattanooga. The group
discussed Wichita, Kansas, a city
where they see this collabora-

Asthmatickitty.com

Neal Conference
Continued from front page

Conference special is the opportunity for hospitality,” said Messner.
“Students have additional time and

opportunities to interact with the
speaker that they don’t usually have
with chapel speakers.”
Special Programs and Mentoring
Coordinator Christiana Fitzpatrick
and the Neal Conference Committee organize another part of what

makes the Neal Conference special
- the musical guests.
“It was incredibly providential,
actually,” Neal Conference committee member Calvin Cummings
said about choosing The Welcome
Wagon. After having issues trying to

Vol. 59.3

tion happening. The group plans
to keep learning from cities that
are being innovative in how they
integrate the design and civic
communities.
Elwell discussed plans to put
together events where politicians
who understand the importance
of design can talk to the public
as a mediators.
“Education is a huge focus
of ours,” said Elwell, “and we
need to be the innovators in this
dialogue with policy makers and
civic organizations.”

The design community wants
to work with the city of Chattanooga to help fill the gaps
between the community and the
civic government in the adoption of the new flag. They do not
want the message of the current
flag to be lost. Instead, they want
to help develop a relevant design
they think will more clearly
communicate the ideas of the
current flag’s message of a green
Chattanooga, while also representing Chattanooga’s Renaissance.

book other bands, “one e-mail with
Paul Warren, Zoë Warren’s father,
and then one phone call, and The
Welcome Wagon had let us know
that they were willing and excited to
come down for the conference.”
The Welcome Wagon is comprised of Vito Aiuto, the pastor of
Resurrection Presbyterian Church
in Brooklyn, NY, and his wife,
Monique. Cummings described
the group as “gospel-folk, akin to
Bifrost Arts” and said he hopes that
students will gain “an appreciation
for well-written music accompanied with lyrics containing sound
doctrine and that they will have fun
with The Welcome Wagon, because
they are fun.”
The Neal Conference Committee
will also be leading the first chapel
of the conference on Monday. Committee member Ivy Ritchie said that
the committee will include liturgical prayers in their worship and
approach songs “with a ‘we’ outlook
rather than an ‘I’ outlook.”
“We think there is power in the
communal church that we don’t often
harp on in our society,” Ritchie said.
To continue this theme of communal worship, Ritchie said that the
committee is planning an interactive art installation that they hope

will “cultivate gratitude and awe”
and remind students of the physical
presence of God’s faithfulness on
campus.
“Because it’s so early in the year, I
think it becomes a new ‘thing’ every
year,” Ritchie said. “The conference is not always on the minds of
students. The committee takes it
seriously that this is something that
God uses once a year for the student
body. We hope that we can set the
tone for the rest of the year.”
“The Neal Conference is a wonderful gift to our community,” said
Fitzpatrick. “We hope that students
will be refreshed with the truths of
the gospel, encouraged in their walk
with Jesus and challenged in their
calling as students right now.”
The conference will begin on
Monday, Sept. 17 with the Neal
Conference student committee leading chapel. The Welcome
Wagon will lead chapel on Tuesday
as well as perform a free concert that
night. Kim will speak during chapel
on Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday
with another talk on Thursday
evening. Students will also have the
opportunity to attend luncheons
with The Welcome Wagon on
Tuesday and Kim on Wednesday,
respectively.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“When you move to Iowa, people look at you funny because you’re obviously not Dutch. You know? I’m not Van Eames or Eamesma.”
- Dr. Eames, Cross-Cultural Psychology
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The Verdict
Yes... to The
Welcome Wagon.
No... to Oregon
Trail.
THE

BA GP I P E

1955

C

OV

2012

ENA

NT COLL

EG

E

THE BAGPIPE
Grace Humbles
Editor in Chief

Rebekah Taft

Managing Editor

Grant Thomas
Layout Editor

Ellen Davis

Copy

Bethany Daniels

News

Cummings & Hollback
Steele & Mayberry

Arts
Opinions

Peter Wilkerson

Sports

Naomi Belz

Photo

Greg Steele

Distribution

Garrison Dale

Staff Writer

Isaiah Day

Web

Faculty Advisor
Cliff Foreman

For inquiries or comments, contact
Grace Humbles at bagpipe@covenant.edu.
This is a Covenant College student publication
The views expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect those of the College or the student body.

News: 3

Tartan guidlines
Continued from front page

members review it.”
The review process checks for
blurry pictures, misspelled
names, mistakes, and inappropriate content.
“This would involve anything
that would depict violations of
the standards of conduct or lacking general sensibility,” Voyles
said. “Including, but not limited
to: modesty, cultural stereotyping, substance use/abuse, disparaging other members of the
community.”
This standard process continued last year. Due to unforeseen
difficulties, the yearbook staff delivered the book to Allen weeks
later than they had planned and
asked her to return the book
ASAP.
Allen reviewed the book and
passed it on to student development where Voyles, Julie Moore,
the associate dean of students
and student life, and Janet
Hulsey, the director of academic
support also reviewed the yearbook proofs.
The book was returned to the
yearbook staff in one week, leaving them three days to make the
corrections and send the final
version to the publisher.
“When we received the feedback, we were a little in shock,”
said 2012 yearbook Editor in
Chief Juliet Cangelosi. “It was
just so much to change so last
minute.”
According to Cangelosi, a
number of the revisions in the
book were corrections for appropriateness.
“When I went into the position there was no set of guidelines that were handed to me.
I never thought that would be
an issue,” Cangelosi said. “The
thought never even occurred to
us ‘Oh, this is borderline inappropriate.’”
The inappropriate content
asked to be changed included a
male student ripping his shirt
off, a male student with a fake
cigarette, two girls hugging each
other (one behind the other), a
male student with his hand on

Yearbook photo of Ben Bordy that was removed from the 2012 Tartan.

his bottom, a hall picture of girls
pretending to look pregnant,
a two-page spread of a male
student in a towel, and a sign
in a hall picture saying “yes we
cannabis.”
Junior Phil Dennis’s picture
was taken out of the yearbook
for appropriateness because of a
fake cigarette in his picture.
“I was kind of surprised,” Dennis said. “I never heard about any
guidelines for the picture from
my RA or from the yearbook
photographer.”
Content similar to pictures
removed from the yearbook
was not taken out including: a
picture of a male student with
a churchill pipe, an e-cigarette
emitting vapor, a sign saying
“down with contract,” and an
entire hall of men with their
shirts off.
Past yearbooks caused further
confusion. In 2007, at least one
male hall was pictured without
their shirts. In Sutherland’s
2010 hall picture, all of the hall
residents were pictured in towels.
The 2010 yearbook layout editor
Zach Robbins confirmed that
no change from Student Development was required for the
Sutherland page.
When asked about poten-

tially inappropriate pictures in
past yearbooks, Allen explained,
“There have been times where
pictures may be left in, because if
a picture was taken out, the hall
would have no picture.”
The difficulty for the 2012
yearbook was the lack of time
for revisions. “I don’t think
anyone was trying to ‘get us’
with revisions,” said Cangelosi.
“Everything was behind and they
only had a week to look over the
book, and that left us with just a
few days to make all the revisions.”
With mere days to revise the
yearbook, some pictures were
removed, and other pictures were
cropped to comply with the standards of appropriateness.
“There were never any guidelines or rules that were passed
along to us by Student Development or any past Tartan staff
members,” said Kaia Moore,
former yearbook editor in chief
of her experience as editor of the
yearbook. “There should be some
guidelines so that those people
who have put in good, hard work
don’t have to retrace their steps.”
Yearbook advisor Allen
explained that there is no list
of rules for what is and is not
appropriate for a yearbook pic-

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

Annie Huntington

ture; however, there is a general
guideline: if something is not
appropriate for walking around
in public, it is not appropriate for
the yearbook.
“We certainly don’t want to
squash creativity,” Allen said.
“Have fun, be creative, but wear
pants.”
Allen has been working with
the current editor in chief of the
yearbook, Bryony Macintyre, to
prevent last minute photo dilemmas. Future efforts may include
taking multiple pictures at photo
shoots, and making sure photo
guidelines are clear from the beginning of the yearbook process.
“It is important to remember
that each yearbook becomes a
permanent part of the history of
Covenant College,” said Dean
Voyles. “[It] has a wider audience than simply the immediate
community.”
Students can expect clearer
guidelines for the next round of
personal yearbook photos and
hall pictures, and the 2013 Tartan staff will expect everyone to
remember to wear their pants.
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by Rudyard Kipling

The changing of seasons

Milanoize.com

by Alia Hollback

The Department of Theatre
and Film Studies is only four
years old, becoming an official
department in 2008 when Prof.
Slavovsky joined the faculty.
Since that time, the department
has expanded to include Prof.
Deborah Kirby and is looking
to add a Film Professor to the
department’s talented faculty.
Every academic year, four
plays are produced at Covenant
College: two are produced by the
theatre department and directed by a professor, and two are
student-directed. The studentdirected shows are typically
produced either by the Drama
Association or are a theatre student’s Senior Integration Project
(SIP).
An addition has been made
this year to the standard theatrical season for the department: a
musical. Though there has been a
musical at Covenant every year,

it has always been produced by
the music department, leaving
the theatre department having
little or nothing to do with the
production of the musical. Last
year, the music department and
the theatre department collaborated on the production
of Aida. Recent changes in the
music department have resulted
in production of the musical
being turned over to the theatre
department from now on.
“The musical is a new thing for
us, and is now a factor in how
we choose shows for the season,”
said Prof. Hallstrom. “We have
to consider what people we have,
who we can cast, if the costume
person can handle it, the fact
that rehearsals for the musical
and rehearsals for the plays will
overlap, and so on.”
This year’s season begins with
See Rock City, by Arlene Hutton, directed by student Anne
Patterson ‘13. Next, we will see
William Shakespeare’s, As You

Like It, directed by Prof. Deborah Kirby. The season continues
into the spring semester with
Two Rooms, by Lee Blessing,
directed by Prof. Hallstrom, and
a one-woman show written and
acted by Jordan Linkston ‘13 for
her SIP. The title of the musical is yet to be announced, but
it also will be produced in the
spring. Another key factor in
deciding what shows to produce
is the play’s educational value.
“I tend to like “message”
drama, but I like comedy too,”
said Prof. Hallstrom. “I hope we
don’t pick too many plays that
are silly or fluffy or fun. Since
we’re an educational facility, it
makes sense that the content
of the plays are ‘meaty’ enough
to be a good education for the
students and also worthwhile for
the audience.”
With the exception of some
selected Shakespeare scenes
performed last semester, As You
Like It will be the first Shake-

speare piece to be produced by
the department since the fall
of 2002, when Claire Larson
(later to become Prof. Claire
Slavovsky) produced Twelfth
Night for her SIP. It seemed high
time to bring ‘ole Will back to
Covenant’s stage.
“It is not easy to act Shakespeare, so there is something to
be said for being able to do it
well,” said Prof. Hallstrom. “Because it isn’t easy, it’s set up as an
educational milestone. Shakespeare is also a master of English
literature, so educated people
should be aware of him.”
The second Professor-directed
show of the season takes a much
more somber tone than a Shakespearean comedy. Lee Blessings’
Two Rooms revolves around a
subject that strikes home to every American’s heart: terrorism.
“Though Blessings’ play was
originally written in the 80s, it
is still extremely relevant to our
times in the current political

climate,” said Hallstrom.
As the title suggests, Two
Rooms takes place in two rooms.
Only one of the rooms is a
prison cell in Beirut, in which an
American professor is being held
captive. The other room is the
professor’s old study in America,
now occupied by his worried and
grieving wife. The cast is small
-- four people -- but each of the
four has a unique perspective on
the situation. In addition to the
captive and his wife, there is also
a journalist and a government
official in the cast. This adds the
voice of the government and the
media to the personal crisis faced
by the professor and his wife.
For more information on the
Department of Theatre and Film
Studies, present or past productions, contact information, ticket
reservations, or to sign up for the
department’s eNewsletter, visit
their webpage at: http://www.
covenant.edu/academics/undergrad/theatre
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Christina Schuman

Sunglasses
by Christina Schuman

They may not look related, but
“organically” raised brother and
sister duo Consuela & Cornelius
have been singing together for
over four years and are known
and appreciated across campus.
They are beginning their sophomore and senior year here at
Covenant. From their childhood
in Portland, OR to last year’s
Mountain Affair at Covenant

College, the siblings have been
spreading their indie folk rock
tunes and bringing smiles to
listener’s faces (they’re adorable,
let’s just be honest). Now, they’re
attempting to grow those roots
even deeper with their Kickstarter project.
Consuela & Cornelius performed this past Saturday,
Sept. 8, at the St. Elmo Fire
Hall in Chattanooga. The cozy,
renovated fire hall provided
great acoustics for the charming
pair’s 11-song show. The warm
atmosphere--complete with
Christmas lights and closelypacked chairs--made for an
intimate gathering full of sweet
songs and clever remarks from
Cornelius while the audience
laughed along, tapping their
feet and nodding their heads to
the catchy acoustic beats. The

Musicthatsnu2me.com

Imagine Dragons
by Jamison Shimmel

This past Tuesday, up and coming
band Imagine Dragons released
their first studio album, Night Visions. While this is the band’s first
album, they have already released
a plethora of tour-ready singles.
This Las Vegas native band has
been together since 2008, becoming
increasingly popular after win-

ning several “Battle of the Bands”
competitions. This past April, MTV
declared them the PUSH artist of
the week after their single’s, “It’s
Time” video debuted. The VMA
nominated “Best Rock Video” was
a part of the January release of their
most recent EP, Continued Silence.
In a recent interview, Imagine
Dragons described Night Visions as
a continuation of their winter EP.

ambient setting and the siblings’
reverberating harmonies made
for an overall relaxing experience, a perfect ending to a chilly
Saturday night in Chattanooga.
Cornelius mentions on their
Kickstarter page, “After every
one of our shows several people
will always ask if we have CD's
or music up on iTunes, and every
time we have to tell them, ‘No,
Sorry. We're working on it!’"
The Kickstarter’s purpose is to
raise enough money for the duo
to be able to produce their first
EP (to be released around April
2013). So far, they’re nearly 75%
funded. The end date for the
project is September 15, and
they need more backers in order
to achieve their goal. Check out
their website or Kickstarter page
to learn more about the Covenant-brewed duo.
This statement is fairly accurate--the
band included four of the six songs
from their EP onto the album. As a
whole, the band’s sound is comparable to The Killers, just a little more
“pop-esque.” iTunes described the lead
singer as having a semi-conversational
quality to his voice, and I couldn’t
agree more. Each song is filled with
a story-like sound. Whether it is the
darker “Nothing Left to Say” which
describes the heartache and frustration
of the singer who just wants to give
up, or the appropriately titled “On Top
of the World,” which talks about the
singer’s “cloud nine” feelings and how
nothing is going to bring him down,
the album flows incredibly well while
not sounding the same throughout
each song. Imagine Dragons brings
a variety of sounds that work well
together and creates an overall impression that draws in listeners, no matter
what mood they’re in. If the hype of
the album, which rose to the #1 album
on iTunes in a matter of hours, continues, I predict they will be the next
Fun. For those interested in seeing
Imagine Dragons live, they open for
AWOLNATION in Atlanta, Oct. 23.
My Top 5 picks for the album:
Radioactive
Bleeding Out
Demons
Amsterdam
On Top of the World
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The Mindy Project
by Greg Steele

I had no intentions of ever watching The Mindy Project. Another
female-driven comedy in the vein
of New Girl may work for some of
my friends, but it’s not my style. Yet
being consequently driven to bed
and Hulu due to illness changes a
lot of things. Especially what one
is willing to watch. So, thinking it
would be a nice mindless anesthetic,
I tuned in to The Mindy Project.
What started as a holdover turned
into a pleasant surprise.
The show follows Mindy Lahiri (played by Office star Mindy
Kaling), an OB/GYN in her
early thirties who has always been
obsessed with romantic comedies.
Her own rom-com story fell apart,
after her oral surgeon boyfriend
(SNL’s Bill Hader) left her for
the Serbian bagel girl who works
at the hospital. Lamenting her
chubby-ness, oldness, and singleness, Mindy takes to the task of
coping with lots of alcohol and
casual sex, with constant promises
to her best friend Gwen that she
will, in fact, get her life together.
Throw in her two attractive male
co-workers, the smooth, charming,
(and occasional hook up partner)
Jeremy and obnoxious tell-it-likeit-is Danny, and the emotional
cauldron of the show is complete.
The show’s strength lies not in its
comedic timing. In fact, it’s quite
unfunny for a comedy. What does
make the show great is its emotional
honesty and relatability. Mindy
is wrestling through real cultural
expectations that come with being
a 31-year-old female OB/GYN.
American women are expected
to have it all--a successful career,
a skinny, attractive form, and by
age 31, a husband and kids. If they

haven’t made it yet, they are offered
the same options as Mindy: binge
drink and hook up or get serious
about finding a husband. I think
that the Christian faith offers better
and more hopeful alternatives, but at
the same time, being a single Christian woman can bring a different
and more difficult set of expectations (see also: @guardthatheart
on Twitter). Even those who aren’t
31-year-old women can relate to not
meeting society’s expectations. My
BMI is certainly not ideal, and I’ve
had to deal with my own share of
rom-com love stories falling apart.
As a 21-year-old senior in college, I
have had to struggle with expectations of being successful post-grad,
making enough money, and having
my career (if not my romantic life)
all figured out. I’ve also been offered
my share of alcohol and meaningless flings to ease the pain, as well as
many exhortations to grow up and
get my life together. Everyone has
their own expectations to meet and
their own failures in trying to meet
them. The Mindy Project captures the
pain of not living up to those expectations, and the coping mechanisms
society leaves for dealing with that
failure.
It will be interesting to see the
future movement of the show and
characters. Will Mindy keep coping
by drinking and sleeping around?
Will she settle down and get serious
about finding a husband? Some
combination of both? I hope to see
Mindy deal in more constructive
ways as the series progresses, which
is likely considering the writers
seem to imply that her current patterns are self-destructive. However,
as the series moves forward, viewers
will be able to relate to this tale of a
less-than-perfect girl trying to cope
with her life.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editors Calvin Cummings and Alia Hollback at calvin. cummings@covenant.edu
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to private entrepreneurs who
convert into private residences
or other non-religious uses. This
summer, I lived, worked, and
worshipped in the middle of one
of these situations.
Redeemer Presbyterian
Church, a PCA congregation in
the heart of downtown Charleston, SC, has been renting and
meeting in an historic church
building that belongs to St.
Andrew’s Lutheran Church,

which moved to the suburbs in
2006. Businesswoman Nancy
Snowden, who plans to turn the
church and adjoining building
into a residence, apartments, and
office space, put in a generous
offer to the Lutheran church for
the property. A battle between
Redeemer, the city zoning board,
City Council, and Snowden
ensued. As of now, Redeemer
has one more month to match
Snowden’s $1.6 million offer, so
for the time being the issue has
quieted down, but it still brought
to the surface some interesting
ideas American Christians have
about church buildings.
This type of restructuring is
not a novel idea. The Church of
the Holy Communion in New
York City was first turned into a
nightclub called The Limelight
before being repurposed into a
boutique marketplace. The trend
of repurposing churches has been
going on for years in Europe
as churches have found it hard
to fill their church buildings
with congregants. The argument
made in Charleston, at least
by Redeemer, is not based on
precedent but on principle. God’s

house should not be desecrated,
they argue. His altar should not
be turned into a dining room
table and his stained glassed
windows should not be ornamental. The church building is
sacred, and should be kept that
way.
As much as I sympathize with
Redeemer’s position, it is just not
true. Yes, it is bad that a congregation may have to move and
resettle into a new location, possibly suffering from decreased attendance and monetary support
as a result. Yes, it is a historical
shame that a building with such
a rich history will no longer
maintain the same historical integrity it once had. But to argue
that the building should not be
desecrated by everyday use is
ludicrous. God no longer dwells
in a temple; He dwells within his
people. “For where two or three
are gathered in my name, there
am I among them,” Jesus tells his
disciples (Matt. 18:20). He also
frames worship not in a building,
but in terms of the spirit of worship, telling the woman at the
well, “Woman, believe me, the
hour is coming when neither on

this mountain nor in Jerusalem
will you worship the Father. The
hour is coming, and is now here,
when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and
truth, for the Father is seeking
such people to worship him. God
is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit
and truth” ( John 4:21, 23-24).
Whether a church building is a
church or a house doesn’t matter
an ounce to God. What matters
is that His people are gathering
and worshipping Him with true
and sincere hearts.
I hope, for Redeemer’s and
the building’s sake, that they
are able to keep their church. I
would hate to see the congregation forced to move and try to
reestablish themselves somewhere else, and I would equally
hate to see a gorgeous Greek
Revival church no longer serve
its historical purpose. At the
same time, the argument is not
about desecration. Jesus is not
concerned with buildings; he’s
concerned with his people being
his dwelling, and showing his
children to the world.

dren in the elementary grades is
a crucial factor in their degree
of success in all later levels of
education, especially in poor
communities.
What caused this change of
heart? I recently watched the
documentary, “Beyond Brown,” a
discussion about how, despite the
Supreme Court ruling of Brown
vs Board of Education and legal
ending of segregation, schools
have found a way to continue
segregation. In one section of
it, teachers in a Los Angeles
school talked about how their
gifted and talented classes often
consisted of all of the Asians
and caucasians in the schools,
while the African Americans
and Hispanics were relegated to
the regular or remedial classes,
all hidden under the guise of
“performance.” In a school that

is 70% Hispanic, less than 5% of
the class was made up Hispanics.
Then the documentary moved
on to a girl in Florida who was
repeating the third grade for a
third time. She had rarely had a
consistent educator in her life, as
most teachers move out of low
income schools quickly because
they do not get bonuses in those
schools. It broke my heart, and
something resonated.
I love literature and history. I
may not be the best at writing
papers, but my skills lie in sharing my love for these subjects.
Yet, seeing these kids, I realized
that if I wanted to teach in a
low income high school to help,
I would be going up against 9
years of being told that literature is useless, that they are not
smart enough for it, that they
should look for low level jobs

or jobs that require the use of
their hands. After being failed by
the system for years, I would be
a representative of that system
and would face constant insults,
degradation, and frustration. It’s
true that I am a rather sensitive
fellow, and while this may be a
hit among the ladies, I would
have a break-down when those
insults would pile up, which
would result in apathy towards
those students or depression on
my part, ultimately making me
useless.
I know that there will still
be insults and frustration at
the elementary level. But in an
elementary school setting, the
students are at a developmental
stage where they yearn for love
and a recognition of their intelligence. These children are far
more receptive than high school

or middle school students of any
love and attention they can get.
That’s not to say that high school
or middle school students don’t
recognize when an effort is being
made and react to love. It is simply that my enthusiasm will be
a lot more effective at this stage.
What we need are more people
who are willing to be an inspirational and countercultural voice
that will be in the back of these
children’s minds from the very
beginning of their education, instead of only an attempt to undo
what has already been done.
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Of churches & buildings
by Greg Steele

Throughout church history,
Christians have built magnificent places of worship. St. Peter’s
Basilica in Rome; St. Paul’s Cathedral in London; the National
Cathedral in Washington, D.C.;
each of these churches have a
majestic historic quality. Sometimes these places of worship fall
into disuse. One strategy for rehabilitating them is to sell them
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Elementary education
by Zack Jackson

Children in elementary schools,
especially in low income neighborhoods, need our help. I have
known for years that I wanted
to be a teacher. However, for
the longest time I saw myself
as a high school teacher. Since
high school and college have
been such influential times in
my life, this level of education
became my passion, even though
Dr. Haddad constantly commented on how well I would do
as a middle school teacher. But
recently my passions have shifted
to teaching elementary grades,
due to my discovery of what I
think is an unavoidable phenomena in our educational system.
What is this phenomena? That
the direction and inspiration, or
lack thereof, provided to chil-
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deaths. I still vividly remember
my father attempting to explain
why someone would want to
attack us, and in the days that
followed, I remember American flags being flown on every

pole, front porch, and antenna.
This aggression was a wake-up
call: the United States was not
invincible and our enemies had
capabilities of their own. Thus,
on Oct. 7, 2001, America began
Operation Enduring Freedom,
a worldwide campaign with the
purpose of eliminating Al-Qaeda, the terrorist group behind
the attacks, and dismantling the
Taliban government in Afghanistan which harbored them. The
war was controversial to a large
number of people, but I believe it
was necessary.
The success of this offensive
was immediate, with U.S. forces
capturing Kabul and establishing a ground base by the end of
November. Although Operation
Enduring Freedom was quickly
overshadowed by a war with Iraq
in 2003, the fighting continued
and is still ongoing to this day.
The American government drove
out the Taliban with extreme
efficiency, although we cannot be
completely sure of the magnitude
of success since an unknown
portion of the Taliban absconded

to Pakistan.
President Obama has done
much to further constructive
progress in the region. Under his
administration the troop levels
have dropped to under 100,000,
and the plan is to have all U.S.
military withdrawn completely
by 2014. President Obama, in
his most recent State of the
Union Address, claimed that “the
Taliban’s momentum has been
broken,” which reinforces the
President’s rationale for continued decrease in troops levels in
the area. This is an exciting step
for a country whose military has
seen active combat in that country for over a decade, and this
hopefully means the installation
of a self-sustaining democracy in
the region.
The removal of our forces from
both Iraq and Afghanistan is a
long-awaited victory for Obama,
who told soldiers in a speech
in Texas this past Friday, "We
will be a leaner military by the
end of the Iraq and Afghanistan
wars...[but] the U.S. will always
maintain military superiority.”

This claim of efficient superiority
can be backed up by the successful mission against Osama Bin
Laden and America’s part in the
resolution of the Libyan crisis,
in which the dictator Muammar Gaddafi was unseated from
power without any United States
troops entering the battlefield. If
there is one thing the incumbent
does not need to worry about in
November, it’s his foreign policy
in dealing with Afghanistan.
The fight has been long and
grueling, and, although the storm
seems to have passed, there is
still much that needs to be accomplished. Our soldiers are still
pressured for further results, and
the Afghan government has still
to prove that it can be a stable,
positive influence on the area.
But the objective of the war has
been completed, as the Taliban has been unseated and the
perpetrator of the 9/11 attacks
has found justice. If there is one
thing we can be certain of, it’s
that in 2014 we can welcome all
our soldiers home and say “mission accomplished.”

I understand how pretending
to do something that would have
violated contract at the time
could be sensitive. However, this
has not been a problem in the
past, where people have gotten
their pictures taken with their
tobacco pipes, fake weapons, etc.
In fact, two years ago, there were
at least two guys who had pipes
in their pictures and another
in which a group of guys simulated a bar fight for their picture
complete with fake beer bottles
and a fake cigarette; these photos
-- and others that should have
been removed along with mine
-- were allowed. Why was I not
permitted to pretend to smoke a
cigarette while others could have
pipes? Is it because cigarettes are
icky, or was it my lighter that
surely threatened to burn down

all of Andreas Hall at any moment?
Joking aside, my photo, as I’ve
come to understand it ,was removed due to guidelines that the
administration made well after
these pictures were taken, without telling anybody. They then
asked that the Tartan staff apply
these guidelines retroactively by
going through and deleting pictures without notifying any students that their picture had been
deleted. If I were permitted to
take the photo with my prop before these guidelines were made,
then my photo should still be in
the Tartan. If it wasn’t against
any guidelines to do what I did
at the time, then it’s completely
wrong that the administration
had pictures removed over the
summer after they made new

guidelines, especially since there
are pictures similar to my own
(for example, people smoking
pipes) that were somehow left in,
while mine was taken out.
The truth is, we’ve been
given a lot of leeway with what
we’ve been allowed to do in the
Tartan, and that’s how it should
be. The Tartan is a chronicle of
the people who lived in all of
the hall communities around
campus, and who contributed to
the cultures and the identities of
those halls. This is why getting
my picture removed from the
Tartan bothers me. It’s not vanity; it’s just that I, like many of
my fellow students at Covenant,
love my community on First
Belz, and I’m sad that I’m not
chronicled with the rest of my
hall in this year’s Tartan. If what

is done in these pictures is patently offensive or un-Christian,
then there is no doubt that they
should be scrubbed out of the
Tartan. However, if that is not
the case, then those in authority
should let the Tartan showcase
the wonderful community of
students at Covenant college, instead of throwing some pictures
down the memory hole.
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Afghanistan
by Stephen McKerihan

In 2001, our country was rocked
by a series of attacks against
several iconic structures, resulting in just under 3000 immediate
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My missing picture
by Phil Dennis

I was banned from the Tartan.
Okay, that’s a little dramatic,
but then again, it’s true; people
in authority at Covenant didn’t
like what was going on in my
photograph, so they asked that
it be removed. You might think
then that the content of this
photo was crass, offensive, or
objectionable in some other way.
However, I was merely pretending to do something that all
Covenant students are allowed
to do on breaks if they are over
the age of 18. I was pretending
to light a cigarette. I know! The
horror! How could I be so bold?
How could I have the indecency
to pretend to do something that
many Covenant students do over
breaks?

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinios, please contact Opinions editors Greg Steele and Seth Mayberry at greg.steele@covenant.edu

Sports: 8

The Bagpipe

Vol. 59.3

Women’s
soccer
by Grace Hooper

Courtesy of Garrison Dale

Kyle Taylor

Bringing basketball to Newark
by Nathan Frierson

This August, Covenant’s head
men’s basketball coach Kyle Taylor
led a team of four members of
Covenant’s men’s basketball program up to Newark, New Jersey
in order give inner city basketball
ministry a try.
Junior James Leithart and
sophomores Matt Brunjes, Nate
Frierson, and Teron Ferguson
spent roughly a week in Newark,
where they, along with Coach
Taylor, helped conduct several different basketball camps and clinics
at a variety of locations throughout the city.
The team from Covenant
partnered with the youth ministries department at Christian
Community Presbyterian (CCP)
Newark, a diverse urban multi-

ethnic church, in order to connect
with the kids living in the Pennington Court government housing projects, the teens at Eastside
High School, the children at Kay’s
Christian Place, and the youth
detained in the Essex County
Juvenile Detention Center.
Returning Covenant students
may remember two chapels last
February in which the guest
speaker was the dynamic Pastor
Renato Bernardes. Bernardes is
the reverend of CCP Newark.
The church has a tremendous
ministry to the urban poor and
working class people of the city.
CCP conducts three services each
Sunday, one in English, one in
Spanish, and one in Portuguese.
The youth ministries department
of CCP is also especially active in
the community, holding Vacation

Bible School and various daycares
and camps throughout the year.
The group from Covenant was
able to use basketball as a means
to develop relationships with the
people they came in contact with,
and then build off that relationship by caring for needs and
ultimately sharing the love of Jesus
with them.
“Although many people don't
realize it, sports have a universal
language. You can come from
completely different backgrounds
or cultures but once you're on the
court none of that matters. You're
all aiming for the same goal. That's
what gives sports a unique role
in ministry," said junior James
Leithart.
By using their talents in the
area of basketball, these student
athletes were able to reach a group

of people who ordinarily might
be distant or not ready to hear the
critical message of the Gospel.
The camps have also given CCP
Newark yet another avenue to
come alongside and minister to
the people of their city.
However, the citizens of Newark were not the only ones who
benefitted from this trip. All of the
members of the Covenant team
were affected by their time in the
city.
“I learned that we all must
be thankful and grateful for the
positions God started our lives off
with because not everyone gets a
‘fair deal’ so to say. I also learned
how to use my talents as a means
of ministering off the court to
those in need because they need
to know that they have hope in
Christ Jesus,” said Teron Ferguson.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Peter Wilkerson at peter.wilkerson@covenant.edu

For the average student, the last
week of summer means soaking
up freedom on a beach or lounging around the house, getting
out the last bit of lazy left inside.
For 28 Lady Scot soccer players,
the last week of summer means
one thing: preseason. Their
time preparing for this season’s
rigorous schedule consisted of
5:30 wake-up calls, three-a-days,
naps, eating, and ice baths.
While a majority of the team had
experienced preseason camp before,
the freshman class came in with new
enthusiasm for what was in store.
Freshman Rachel Bernard was
full of preseason jitters and excitement, “I still didn’t sleep the night
before. The seniors told us about
preseason, and I was definitely
freaking out, but it was comforting
that the seniors were nervous too.”
Bernard is one of 10 incoming
freshmen who joined the Lady Scots
roster this season. The class of 2016
brings in 10 talented athletes, which
mirror their 10 senior counterparts.
“It is reminiscent of our freshman year, where we came in as a
large freshman class and had a large
senior class take us in and each
senior ‘adopted’ a freshman. said
senior Hannah Weichbrodt. “[We
are] hoping to be able to do that
this year and just be able to encourage growth and strong relationships
within the freshman class.”
The Lady Scots are striving for
big conference wins and a shot at
the national title as they encounter
tough competition with fresh blood
and experience. The team has already
taken on Messiah, the #1 NCAA
DIII team in the nation, with great effort and anticipates challenging other
teams like the #6 team in the nation,
Emory, Oct. 22 on Scotland Yard.

