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In comes
Ingraham

Tuck shops
elsewhere

by Bethany Daniels

by Lily Davis

If you walk into the Student Development office hoping to chat
with Emily Ford, you may be
surprised to see a man sitting at
her desk. After you’ve recovered
from the shock, say hello and
introduce yourself to Covenant
alumnus Jonathan Ingraham, the
new associate dean of students
for residence life.
In June, Student Development
welcomed Ingraham with open
arms. Stepping into the position held by Emily Ford for ten
years may seem like a daunting
task, but fellow staff members
are optimistic and confident in
Ingraham.
“Jonathan brings some valuable experience to his position
having been a resident director,
teacher, and coach. He is incredibly teachable and very relational.
He cares deeply for students and
for their growth, learning, and
discipleship,” said Vice President
for Student Development and
Dean of Students Brad Voyles.
Ingraham, a Florida native, graduated in 2006 with a
degree in Biblical Studies. He
transferred to Covenant after
spending two years at Belhaven
Continued on page 2News

At the beginning of the semester, students scramble to turn in
paperwork on time, figure out
which classes to add or drop,
and make sure they have all the
books they need. Many find
themselves relying on campus
bookstores, like Covenant’s Tuck
Shoppe, to provide those last few
books that they did not order
online. However, some Covenant students this year found
themselves rushing into the Tuck
Shoppe, frantically searching
the shelves, only to discover that
the store had run out of at least
one of the needed books - and
sometimes all of them.
According to Tom Schreiner,
Covenant’s director of auxiliary
services, this is not because the Tuck
Shoppe was not prepared for the
onslaught of desperate students. It is
because the company that supplies
the Tuck Shoppe, the Nebraska
Book Company, revamped their way
of supplying after being forced to
file for bankruptcy last year.
“The impact from that bankruptcy meant restructuring the
ways they do business,” Schreiner
explained. “Part of that change was
looking at how books are ordered.
Continued on page 3News

Seeking solutions
by Ellen Davis

As summer was winding down,
eight Covenant upperclassmen
discovered that the start of their
fall semester would not begin
quite as they expected. Ten days
before classes began, the students planning to live in Student
Apartments 15 and 16 were
notified that they would not be
able to live in their apartments
for the beginning of the school
year.
Because of recent sewage

problems in these apartments,
they were relocated to different
living arrangements for at least a
month.
Corey Dupree, director of
facilities management and planning, has been working to fix the
problem.
“We’re working as quickly as
possible to get all of this moving,” said Dupree. “But as of
now there is still no specific time
frame because we have to wait
for a contractor to talk with us.”
Each apartment is connected

Naomi Belz

to a septic tank which acts as
a filter to separate waste and
water. The filter system in this
apartment failed in April, which
meant the waste would seep out
and saturate the ground. Summer staff was not allowed to live
in the impaired apartment over
the summer. Facilities spent
much of the summer brainstorming different approaches
to fix the situation before school
started. When none of Facilities’ attempts worked, the Dade
Continued on page 2News
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County Health Department
suggested that they connect to
the main campus sewer system
instead.
“Part of the work we’re doing
now will affect what happens
with the other apartments,” said
Dupree. “We’re looking at the
whole picture so we’ll know what
to do when the next apartment
fails.”
This sudden change in living
arrangements has been quite an
adjustment for the eight students
and their temporary roommates. The four male students
are currently living on Rivendell

In comes Ingraham
Continued from front page

University in Mississippi. His
own experiences of Covenant
hall life happened on Lawrence
in Maclellan/Rymer.
“Some of my most memorable moments as a student at
Covenant are the late night
conversations with my hallmates.
Sometimes they were serious
and sometimes they were funny,
but through those conversations
I grew to appreciate having a
community where we truly knew
each other.”
Ingraham enjoyed playing soccer at Covenant. In order to play
one last season towards the end
of his Covenant career, Ingraham
saved a class to take in the fall
while working as an admissions
representative. He graduated in
December of 2006 after successfully completing Professor Will
Stern’s “Concepts in P.E.”
Ingraham also met his wife,
Erin, at Covenant through

with each other. The four female
students are in two different
apartments, one separated from
the three others.
Senior Greg Steele, one of the
relocated students, was initially
frustrated by the move.
“It was really hard emotionally the first couple days because
I was prepared to be in the
apartments and set apart from
campus,” Steele said. “But it’s at
least been nice to be close to my
friends on campus.”
Although the four female
students are still living in the
student apartments, they are living with girls they did not know
beforehand.
“It has added a lot of stress

because we had everything
planned out,” said junior Katie
Kanoff. “And the main reason we
wanted to move down there was
to be together, along with those
four guys.”
Student Development has
worked to help these students
during this time, and they are
hopeful all will be fixed soon.
“It made me sad to move them
because I knew it would be a
touchy subject,” said Jonathan
Ingraham, associate dean of
students. “But we are doing
everything to make their current
living situation as comparable as
possible to what their permanent
living situation will be.”
The students are grateful for

mutual friends. They married in
2008 and moved to Panama City,
Florida, where Ingraham taught
Bible at Covenant Christian
School for one year. He spent the
next year as a resident counselor
at a boarding school for boys
with emotional and social disorders. The past two years, Ingraham was Resident Director of a
residence hall for male freshman
students at Geneva College.
Ingraham is excited to be back
on Lookout Mountain. He loves
reading and discussing all kinds
of sports. His favorite book is
East of Eden by John Steinbeck,
and he would welcome conversations with students about either
subject.
Despite his familiarity with
Covenant, Ingraham did not
bring presuppositions to the
position.
“My main goal for this year
is to listen and learn from the
faculty, students, and staff. I also
want to continue to provide opportunities for student leadership

training.”
Ingraham encourages new
students to be active participants
on their halls and get to know
fellow hallmates.
“[Residence life] is all about
learning what it means to open
up your life to someone else,”
said Ingraham.
Though Student Development oversees residence halls
and provides academic support
and leadership opportunities for
students, there is more to the job
description.
According to Ingraham,
“Student Development is about
discipleship and growing in our
understanding of wisdom. Our
main goal is to help students
learn what it means to follow
Christ and make good decisions.
We want to support students in
their goals and aspirations while
helping point them to ultimate
end of glorying Christ.”

Vol. 59.2

the way they have been accommodated by both Student Development and their current living
mates, but are looking forward to
moving into their own apartments.
“The girls [I’m living with]
have been really gracious and
welcoming, and they’ve been
good about making this my
home also,” said junior Kelsey
Smoke, who is living with three
girls she did not know before
this month. “It’s just been
inevitable to feel like an outsider
since we don’t know how temporary it is.”
Facilities continues to seek out
a solution to the sewage problem
in apartments 15 and 16.

Build Me a World
comes to Covenant
Chattanooga’s Howard School
was founded in 1865, making
it the oldest black public high
school in the South. Four years
ago, it was called a “dropout factory.” Fancy Rhino, a company
founded by former Covenant
students and 2011 Seed Project
winners Drew Belz and Isaiah
Smallman, chronicled a year
at the Howard School in their
documentary—Build Me a World:
The Story of the Howard School.
Student Development and the
Center for Calling & Career will
host a screening of Build Me
a World at Covenant College
in the Dora Maclellan Brown
Memorial Chapel on September
10, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. A dessert
reception will precede the film
screening, offering students the

chance to mingle with the film
producers and Howard students
from 6:30 - 7:15 p.m.
The screening will include
exclusive responses to the film
by Professors Bill Davis, Cliff
Foreman, and Steve Kaufmann,
followed by Q&A with the filmmakers and Howard students.
What: Build Me a World screening
When: September 10, 6:30
Where: Chapel

Faculty Quote of the Week
“A real man isn’t one who seduces many women, but a real man is one who seduces one woman many times.”
- Dr. Chiareli
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Mean Mug is not just in the
business of making a good cup of
coffee and providing an eclectic
atmosphere. It is about bringing
variety to the block.
Mean Mug is a locally owned
and operated coffee shop on
Main Street that opened in
December. Its current hours are
7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Sunday.
“In the months we have been
open, I have noticed a steady increase in the traffic and especially
the foot traffic,” said Monica
Smith, an operating partner
at Mean Mug. Mean Mug is
quickly becoming a popular local
coffee house.
Smith is hoping that the shop
will help improve the Southside
of Chattanooga.
“It takes a lot of key elements
to make a part of town selfsufficient,” said Smith, “and I
think that we are one of those
key elements.”
It takes a variety of businesses,
according to Smith to make “a
part of town more vitalized and

more inviting.” The number of
restaurants, coffee houses, and
plans for a grocery store are
not viewed as competition, but
instead as fellow businesses that
are helping to make the Southside a developed part of town.
“The more brought to the
block the better,” said Smith.
The development of Main Street
has slowly been happening over
the past several years. In 2009,
National Public Radio (NPR)
called Chattanooga’s Main Street
a “prostitution strip,” and it has
taken a scattering of investors to
develop Main Street into the community that Smith is proud to be a
part of now.
Mean Mug is focused on the
local community. Smith said, “You
can’t recreate the same atmosphere, product, or staff if you have
multiple locations...We are pretty
content with where we are now.”
Juliet Cangelosi, a Covenant
College junior said she “likes how
the atmosphere differs from some
of the other coffee shops in Chattanooga. It definitely has a younger,
hipper, trendier vibe.” It is a favorite
place of hers to sit down and enjoy

an espresso on the vintage-inspired
furniture while having a conversation with a friend.
Mean Mug is a little different
than a typical coffee shop. Its
founders began the shop with
personal experience in the restaurant industry, and it shows in
their menu.
“We sell a lot of food,” said
Smith, “and most of the food is
made from scratch, as there is a
focus on buying local.”
Cangelosi enjoys the fact that
Mean Mug uses local Velo Coffee, which is fresh and roasted
just a few blocks down the street.
Smith said that they “try to
appeal to a lot of people, even
those that don’t drink coffee,”
They serve breakfast all day and
their muffins have been the top
seller, along with their quiche.
Mean Mug is in the process
of extending its menu to offer
homemade breads and yogurts.
“People get really excited
about us making homemade
comfort food,” said Smith.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Bethany Daniels at bethany.daniels@covenant.edu.

Rather than sending twenty books
to a store for a class of twenty students, they looked at past averages
and calculated an estimate of how
many books would sell in light of
previous [years].”
Often, Schreiner said, a class of
twenty students might have six
students who actually go to the
Tuck Shoppe to get their textbooks,
while the rest of the class orders
their books online. Providing
campus bookstores with exactly
the amount of books for each class
was proving to be a huge waste of
time and money for Nebraska Book
Company.
“[There] most certainly will be
occasions when demand outpaces
supply,” Schreiner added. “The Tuck
Shoppe is responding as quickly as
possible when those occasions arise
by processing those orders quickly
and expediting shipping.”
Students may find it frustrating when they arrive at the Tuck
Shoppe and find out that the book
they need is not in stock, but Nebraska Book Company has decided
that this new way of stocking their
stores is much more cost- and laboreffective.
“I understand why the company
made this change in their business
plan,” said junior Alex Mosteller,
“But I think they could have done
a better job of figuring out which
books would be in more demand
on campus. Everybody is going to
order their physics textbook online,
because it’s going to be a lot cheaper
than the Tuck Shoppe, but there are
other books that are hard to find
online, and those are the ones the
Tuck Shoppe ran out of really fast.”
With the rise of buying books
on the internet, bookstore suppliers have had to readjust the ways
they deal with issues of supply
and demand. The new policy that
Nebraska Book Company has
implemented is, for now, their best
solution for providing students with
the option of purchasing books on
campus, while still ensuring that
they, as the supplier, remain financially stable.
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Batman rises
by Andrew Mollenkof

“The Dark Knight Rises” arrived
this summer on a wave of anticipation and speculation. Few
movies have garnered as much
attention as the finale to Nolan’s
Batman saga. It was a tall order
indeed for any filmmaker to follow up his 2008 triumph, “The
Dark Knight.”
The film has gotten mixed
reviews for various reasons, as
would be expected from such a
widely anticipated film. On one
hand, the brilliant cinematography and beautiful winter scenes
were praised, while on the other
hand, the weak plot devices and
a disjointed vision ultimately
harmed the film. The complexity
of the work makes it hard to truly critique. However, I think the
mixed reviews are an indicator of
the movie’s actual qualities.
When studying “The Dark
Knight Rises” it must be realized
that the film is first and foremost
entertainment. That being said,
the strongest parts of the film
were on the surface level. The
visuals of the film were breathtaking, and the opening scene
was mesmerizing on multiple
levels. Together they showed that
Nolan would be pulling out all
the stops, so to speak. Not being
satisfied to feature just Gotham,
Nolan takes viewers to scenic
parts of Asia and Europe as well.
Again and again beautiful scenes

and set pieces dominated the
screen and were a joy to watch.
This--coupled with some phenomenal acting--gave the film
some serious credibility.
The film has a star-studded
cast that couldn’t help but
deliver quality acting. Though
the dialogue was spotty in parts
and Michael Caine’s monologue
was delivered without enough
context, Caine acted his heart
out anyway. The performances of
other members of the cast were
also spot on, such as Anne Hathaway’s incredible thieving-badgirl to weeping-innocent-victim
personality change. Between the
visuals and acting there is no
denying that “The Dark Knight
Rises” is a work of art. Yet what
effort Nolan spent on visuals
and acting was neglected in plot
development and ingenuity.
The themes in the movie are
both underdeveloped and misguided. The political overtones
are not necessarily supposed to
espouse a particular school of
thought, though too many questions arise as a result of the role
politics plays in the movie. Instead of trying to make any sort
of point, Nolan instead dangles
the questions in front of the
viewers without giving enough
purpose behind them to have
made them worth mentioning.
Ultimately, Nolan’s use of politics
convoluted the story instead of
helping it move forward.

One of the most frustrating
parts of the story is the weak
use of plot devices. In general,
objects such as nuclear bombs
make for a weak plot. A device
capable of such destruction as a
nuclear bomb poses no real plot
threat in a super hero movie. If
the Batman series had ended
with Gotham being entirely
destroyed, it is hardly conceivable that audiences would have
been happy. This being the case,
suspense is hardly a huge factor
when it comes to the plot of
this film, no matter what twists
and turns occur along the way.
“Happy endings” are permissible
if they are done correctly, but
when writers create a scenario in
which the “perfect” ending is obvious and cliché, the story probably isn’t a good one. The ending
of “The Dark Knight Rises” left
much to be desired.
Nolan used a technique to
end the film that was poorly
written and poorly executed.
Alfred (Bruce Wayne’s butler),
tells Bruce about how every year
he has a wish that Bruce will
abandon Gotham and run away
and live a happy life. At the end
of the film, we see that Alfred’s
wish has been fulfilled. This kind
of ending has been executed
much more effectively in films
such as “Good Will Hunting.”
Coupled with “The Dark Knight
Rises’” sub-par plot, the use of
this weak and predictable technique made the end of Nolan’s
film fall flat.
“The Dark Knight Rises” is
a fun, entertaining film, but it
shouldn’t be considered a great
film. On the surface this movie
is beautiful and compelling, yet
also pretty shallow. All the plot
problems, big and small (Batman
being told Bane’s prison was a
horrific pitch black hell hole appearing as a moderately lit prison
cell), seriously detracted from the
film being considered any sort of
classic. In the end it looks like
Nolan will have to settle for “The
Dark Knight” as being his Batman masterpiece.
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If
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by Rudyard Kipling

If you can keep your head when all about you
Are losing theirs and blaming it on you;
If you can trust yourself when all men doubt you,
But make allowance for their doubting too;
If you can wait and not be tired by waiting,
Or, being lied about, don't deal in lies,
Or, being hated, don't give way to hating,
And yet don't look too good, nor talk too wise;
If you can dream-and not make dreams your master;
If you can think-and not make thoughts your aim,
If you can meet with Triumph and Disaster
And treat those two impostors just the same;.
If you can bear to hear the truth you've spoken
Twisted by knaves to make a trap for fools,
Or watch the things you gave your life to, broken,
And stoop and build 'em up with worn-out tools;
If you can make one heap of all your winnings
And risk it on one turn of pitch-and-toss,
And lose, and start again at your beginnings
And never breathe a word about your loss;
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gone,
And so hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them: "Hold on!";
If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue,
Or walk with Kings-nor lose the common touch;
If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you;
If all men count with you, but none too much;
If you can fill the unforgiving minute
With sixty seconds' worth of distance runYours is the Earth and everything that's in it,
And-which is more-you'll be a Man, my son!
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One Wing

by J. Riddle, B. Kinnebrew, and A.
Bankson

“Turn off that devil music!” is a
cry uttered by many a mother
overhearing hardcore music blaring from her child’s headphones.

Oddfuture.com

by John Drexler

Frank Ocean’s debut album
channel ORANGE may be permanently defined by the letter he
wrote to his fans two weeks prior
to its release. In the letter, Ocean
chronicled his confused sexual
history with profound poetic
language. The takeaway for most
mainstream media sources was
that hip-hop and r&b were finally becoming civilized: a popularly accepted black artist came
out of the closet, thus transforming the rift between black music
and the gay community into an
accessible platform for civilized
conversation.
While this may be the case,
what shined through the most
was Ocean’s intimate understanding of the human condition. His unique voice is capable
of communicating towering
thoughts to the masses.

Arts: 5

The hardcore genre tends to hold
a negative connotation with the
general public. The style is abrasive
and uncomfortable for most
listeners. The Chariot, a hardcore
band from Douglasville, Georgia, has taken this stereotype to
a whole new level. The band has
revolutionized the hardcore scene
by headlining the technical, yet
chaotic style of music known as
“mathcore.” From The Chariot’s
dissonant guitar riffs, spastic
drumming, to frontman Josh
Scogin’s frantic inhales between
shouted verses, they have redefined
the concept of “heavy.”
What sets The Chariot apart
from the rest of the hardcore scene
are the passionately honest beliefs
that come out in their lyrics and
instrumentation. In a hardcore scene
that has become dominated by

inauthenticity, musical conventions,
and auto-tune, The Chariot embodies a rebellion against this modern
hardcore scene and by extension, the
inauthenticity and empty consumerism of our modern culture. The
lines, “I save my money, but it can’t
save me” from their song, “The City”
demonstrates this mentality. Unlike
punk rock, which was rebellious for
the sake of rebellion, The Chariot
rebels against this hardcore standard
by directing their listeners to an option with more depth: the Gospel.
One Wing, the band’s fifth studio album, released Aug. 28, contains most of the characteristics
that make the band unique while
pioneering previously unexplored
musical techniques. The album
displays more musical structure
than their past albums, but it
still contains classic The Chariot

sound, such as ear-piercing feedback and guitar squeals. However,
One Wing nimbly escapes sounding like a wall of distorted guitars
and lyrical screams. From the
track “Speak,” where Josh Scogin
screams solely over a dissonant
piano chord progression, to “First,”
where Scogin’s lyrics are layered
over a whimsical Clint Eastwoodesque western gallop, to the final
track, “Cheek” where Charlie
Chaplin’s “Great Dictator” speech
soars over a haunting, building
guitar riff, the album demonstrates
The Chariot’s bold, trailblazing
approach to music by using sounds
not usually associated with the
hardcore genre. Sounds coming from trumpets, xylophones,
triangles, whips, and even dentist
drills can be heard throughout the
album.

While the songs on One Wing
can be listened to individually, the
album is meant to be heard as a
whole. The ten-track album flows
from one song to the next while
the actual titles of the songs create
a poetic line when written in order—“Forget Not Your First Love.
Speak in Tongues and Cheek.” The
album is unified by several running
themes such as forgiveness, love,
and courage, which are standard
fare for hardcore bands made up
of born again Christians. However,
these themes are delivered in such
a way that the listener is sure that
Scogin has bought into the hope
that he proclaims through his
shredded vocal chords. For those
who are not into the hardcore
scene, One Wing may be too abrasive to handle, but for hardcore
fans, it is a must-listen.

Toward the beginning of his
cryptic letter, he mourns, “In the
last year or three, I’ve screamed
at my Creator, screamed at
clouds in the sky for some
explanation. Mercy maybe. For
peace of mind to rain like manna
somehow.”
Ocean is no stranger to
turmoil. Through the course of
channel ORANGE, he notes the
financial troubles of his youth,
the foul nature of his own selfindulgence, his sexual anxiety,
masturbation, the harshness of
urban life, and--most significantly--unrequited love. He weaves
each of these tragedies into the
sprawling narrative of his experience using a series of fascinating
characters.
There’s his mother in “Not Just
Money,” the junkie in “Crack
Rock,” the romantic in “Pilot
Jones,” the filthy rich suburbanites in “Super Rich Kids.” And,
of course, Frank Ocean himself
appears in the bookends of the
album in the blogosphere favorite “Thinkin Bout You” and the
heart-breaking “Bad Religion.”
His place in his own narrative
becomes clearer in the big picture of the album: he’s the only

character whose problems are all
internalized. In a world of drug
struggles, crimes, low incomes,
and rampant sexuality, Ocean
stands out as the troubled artist
who sees the big picture, and is
able to explain it to the rest of us
eloquently.
What’s more, is that he creates
this stunning mural in such a
musically rich context. Comparisons to Stevie Wonder are unavoidable. Ocean’s buttery voice
and intricate musicality harken
back to Stevie’s daring yet easily
accessed aesthetic. Ocean is not
the musical innovator that Stevie
was, but his capacity for phenomenal melodies as well as his
fresh take on r&b lyricism prove
him to have comparable amounts
of creativity and brilliance. Time
will tell how far he can take
these God-given talents.
As a lyricist, Ocean chooses to
communicate exclusively within
his topsy turvy world of extended
metaphor and cleverly juxtaposed
imageries. In “Sweet Life,” he explains that tenuous relationship
between his loved ones and the
songs he’s written about them:
“The best song wasn’t the single /
But you couldn’t turn your radio

down / Satelite needed a receiver
/ Can’t seem to turn the signal
fully off / Transmit the waves /
You’re catching that breeze ‘til
you’re dead in the grave.” Later
in the same verse he offers up
the clever, albeit ambiguous, “But
you’re keepin’ it surreal / Not
sugar-free / My T.V. ain’t H.D.
/ That’s too real.” Perhaps the
sweet pseudo-realism of popular
media, whether in television or
in his own art is too much to
bear. He, and presumably his
listeners, are overwhelmed by
the realness, the sweetness, and
the intrigue. This is a miniscule,
surface analysis that does little
justice to one verse. It’s staggering to think that each verse
on this dense, one-hour r&b
smorgasbord is as good as this-their content is worth thousands
of words.
Drake describes our current
era of hip-hop and r&b this
way: “A time where it’s recreation / To pull all your skeletons
out the closet / Like halloween
decorations.” But where Drake
and others (see The Weeknd
or The Dream) use their music
as an outlet for harsh confessions, Ocean goes much deeper:

he sings with poetic integrity,
creates fitting, gorgeous musical soundscapes, and invites his
audience to engage in the reality
that he has constructed. This isn’t
The OC, this is Federico Fellini’s
8 ½ (side note: I love Drake and
The OC, but they are undeniably
less profound than their counterparts).
channel ORANGE is by far
the most exciting pop album
(if you can even call it a pop
album) in years. Without a boring moment, a twinge of artistic
self-indulgence, or triteness,
Ocean opens up a window into
the human condition, and peers
in fearfully. Oddly, he pulls it off
with beautifully simple pop and
r&b songs. This unexpected gem
was gladly welcomed in the summer of 2012 as a breath of fresh
air compared to the thoughtless
drone of the radio (I’m looking
at you, Pitbull and 2 Chainz).
This humble reviewer can’t wait
to see what’s next for the genius
of Frank Ocean. Here’s hoping
he gets that manna he asked of
his Creator.

The intellectual counterpart
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Letters to the editor: Responses to McKerihan
Editor:
Mr. McKerihan’s editorial concerning
the conservative virtues of Wisconsin
Representative Paul Ryan last week
chafed me. While I’m sure the article
stirred some Clint Eastwood-esque
“Ra! Ra!” juices in a few conservatives
around campus, the reality is that
McKerihan’s praise of Ryan was as
incomplete as it was superficial.
Most of McKerihan’s arguments
were rooted in his apparent infatuation with Ryan’s perceived Capitol
Hill persona: Mr. McKerihan
bragged of Ryan’s “young, energetic,
and genuine attitude,” and how he
is an “honest” man who is “actually concerned about the country’s
welfare.” Most of these descriptors
are speculative and unfounded.
I’m just as enthusiastic about
Paul Ryan’s youthful energy as I
am about his P90x beachbody, and
I can understand a young Republican’s fascination with this handsome rising star in Washington
(who is yet to pen any significant

legislation other than renaming a
post office a few years back). But I
still take issues with two points in
McKerihan’s article.
1) This notion that Paul Ryan is any
more virtuous than other politicians
is tenuous at best. Ryan is a talking
head who makes headlines by arguing
with people. His accomplishments
thus far in Washington include
proposing a budget that won’t pass,
and passing only two insignificant
bills. Then there’s the argument that
he’s “honest.” Go take a look at his
first major campaign speech at the
Republican National Convention. He
got the whole room riled up on U.S.A.
chants at the cost of truth, riddling
his inspiring message with slanderous
embellishments and misleading halftruths. You can even read the details of
his falsehood on Fox News. And that’s
sayin’ something.
2) In his economic argument in
defense of Rep. Ryan’s budget, Mr.
McKerihan’s quantitative economic
analysis was limited to, and I quote,

“The plan itself curbs current spending by five trillion dollars... Yes,
five trillion.” Hard hitting stuff, if
you ask me. I question not only the
validity of his essentially numberless economic argument, but also
his accusation that “a large portion”
of elderly Americans are essentially
ripping off our Medicare system.
This might be a strong argument if
there were any evidence to suggest that this is what’s wrong with
our healthcare system. There are a
multitude of problems, and I’m not
convinced that that’s a leading issue.
Show me the evidence, babe.
I always appreciate a little political
enthusiasm, and hope to see more
political editorials in the Bagpipe
this year. But I encourage Mr. McKerihan, the Bagpipe editors, and
other potential writers to avoid such
drastic generalization and speculation and root your arguments in
facts. This election season let’s seek
out truth, not slogans.
John Drexler, Senior

Dear Bagpipe,
As a senior citizen who has been
on Medicare for several years,
I was struck by Stephen McKerihan's statement in the article
about Paul Ryan that "a large
portion of senior citizens abuse
the current system and cause
health care costs to skyrocket."
What is his evidence for that?
Unsupported assertions are not
good arguments and prove nothing.
Certainly senior citizens typically need to see doctors more
frequently than most younger
people, but I can assure you
that they would be happy if that
were not the case. Unfortunately,
however, knees go bad, heart attacks happen, Parkinson's disease
needs to be treated, and dementia takes its toll. The problem is
not senior citizens, it's age itself.
Until the Lord returns, that is

as much of a joke. That being
said, this isn’t an article about
racism, though that is part of it.
Instead, this article is about how,
as a school community, it would
be good for us to think about the
words we say.
The “n-word” is generally an unacceptable word for any person to call
another person. I understand that
black people do refer to each other
using this word; that’s irrelevant to this
issue. It is, however, always inappropriate and unnecessary for a white person
to call a black person the “n-word.” At
Covenant, no one has ever called me
the “n-word” to my face. Instead, they
have hidden behind the anonymity
of filling out an unsigned application
or have used that word in reference to
black people universally. It is heartbreaking that someone would refer to
me using racial slurs, and even more
heartbreaking that this has happened
more that once. A lot of us are quick

to use words that we think aren’t too
important, but incidents like this one
show me that even “meaningless”
words can be extremely important.
It’s not just the “n-word” that
bothers me, but the general way I
hear people in our community talk
about each other. It’s not just an
issue of how races are treated, but
of how individuals are treated. For
instance, I may not hate other races,
but I can still make a specific individual seem less valued because he
or she is fat, ugly, strange, etc. It’s so
tempting to make that little grab up
the ladder, while at the same time
pushing someone else down. I find
myself doing it all too often, and
what makes it worse is that most
of the time it’s directed at people I
know.
Many of the various communities
that I take part in all too often belittle
and break one another down. These
groups seem to want to avoid judging

the human condition.
Paul Hesselink
Professor Emeritus of English

Powerful communication
Digitaltrends.com

by Andrew Mollenkof

Language can be a tricky thing.
Communication is one of the
most frustrating aspects of my
life. On the surface, conversation
doesn’t seem so hard: One person
says what he or she thinks and
the other person replies. Everyone is happy. Of course, that isn’t

how real conversation works-people don’t always say what
they think and people are not
always happy. Lately I’ve heard
some words that I don’t like to
hear, words that have offended
me. Maybe it was all a joke, but
I have a hard time seeing myself
referred to as the “n-word” on a
Catacombian wives application

others, but are completely fine with
slighting their own friends. People
want to focus on others’ shortcomings
so that theirs will be overlooked. In
the end, it’s not only about whether
or not we refuse to tolerate language
like the “n-word,” but also whether or
not we tolerate all kinds of demeaning
language. It is disturbing to think that
as a community we so whole-heartily
condemn judgment of people we don’t
know, but talk so poorly of people
we do know. Maybe I’m being too
preachy, but I do know some level of
change needs to happen in the way
our community speaks to and about
one another.
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Gary Johnson: The alternate choice

Libertarianrepublican.net

by S.Thompson and L Bates

He has won two terms as a
Republican in a 2-to-1 democratic state; he has been known
as one of the most conservative and fiscally responsible
governors; he introduced a free
market solution to medicare
and medicaid that to this day is
solvent, and he consistently has
held to his beliefs of liberty and
economic freedom. His name is
Gary Johnson, and as the 2012
Libertarian candidate he offers
real change in the right direction. As the 2012 election season
continues, many are seeing the

choice between Barack Obama
and Mitt Romney as a choice
between slightly varied versions
of a hard-to-swallow pill rather
than a choice between two different ideologies. Underneath
the empty rhetoric and fog of
the campaign trail, neither ticket
offers truly sustainable solutions
to our nation’s issues.
Both Romney’s and Obama’s
plans propel massive deficits
down the road, fueled by entitlement programs that are already
insolvent and augment what is
arguably the greatest transferal
of wealth in history from the
young and poor to the old and
rich. However, Democrats and
Republicans have both enacted
legislation that pose a threat
even more menacing than the
budgetary woes of the nation.
Gary Johnson, on the other
hand, has a strong and consistent
record for opposing legislation
that impedes civil liberties--civil
liberties that have existed for
hundreds of years.

The writ of habeas corpus has
existed since 1641. Habeas corpus
states that a person who is arrested must be allowed to have a
prompt court date where a judge
can decide if the further detention of a person is necessary.
Chief Justice Salmon Chase said
that he believes habeas corpus
is “the best and only sufficient
defense of personal freedom.”
Without this right, citizens can
be locked up forever without
even knowing why they are put
in jail. Article 1, Section 9 of the
U.S. Constitution states, “The
privilege of Habeas Corpus shall
not be suspended unless when
in cases of rebellion or invasion
or the public safety may require
it.” However, it appears that both
the Republicans in Congress and
the current president decided to
gloss over this inconvenient little
sentence. In the National Defence Authorization Act of 2012
(NDAA), Section 1021 allowed
for the indefinite detention of
American citizens. President

economic practices, I do not approve of some of the steps he has
taken to turn the economy around.
Likewise, I feel that he has fallen
far short of the promises he made
to the American people during his
election campaign. Guantanamo
Bay is still active, and whistleblowers are jailed for trying to
speak out.
On the other hand, we have
Mitt Romney. At face value, he
has the potential to be a promising
candidate. But after watching him
perform in the public arena, he
starts to seem less likable. When
your wife spends the majority of
her time on the campaign trail
insisting that you do indeed have
a loving side and are capable of
connecting with working class
Americans, there may be a problem with your public image. And
though the quote is a bit dated at

this point, saying you “liked firing
people” while you were one of the
chiefs at a large financial corporation is not a good way to connect
with the middle class.
In spite of all of this, there was
hope: Romney’s choice of a running mate. There were so many
great cards on the proverbial coffee
table-- Bobby Jindal, Tim Pawlenty,
Rob Portman, and even Condoleezza Rice were considered.
But who did we get from this
wild card draw? Paul Ryan.
Wait, who?
Exactly.
On Aug. 8th, before Romney presented Ryan, The Week
Magazine ran an article entitled “4
reasons a 'boring white guy' would
hurt the GOP ticket.” In it, they
explain why it would be better for
Romney to pick a more daring
running mate, like Rubio, rather

I don’t like either of you
by Austin Shelton

I have three confessions to make
as we approach the last two
months before election season
2012. Confession one: I don’t really know who I’m going to vote
for. This is perfectly alright, as
I’m sure there are many potential
voters in the same boat as me.
Confession two: I don’t particularly like either candidate.
Although in high school I leaned
more to the right than I do now, I
have to admit I was a bit captivated by the election of Barack
Obama. Electing Obama was an
historic occasion.
That being said, I don’t think
I want to see him re-elected.
Though much of the economic
woes that plague this administration are not his fault but rather the
consequences of our questionable

Obama officially stated he had
“reservations” about Section
1021, but signed the bill into
law anyway. A citizen went to
court in an attempt to remove
this section from the bill. He was
successful, but oddly enough in
light of the President’s previous
statements, the Justice Department has appealed the court to
overturn the ruling. Romney is
no different; in the 2012 debates he stated that he would
sign the NDAA which at the
time included section 1012 that
included the powers of indefinite
detention.
However, the NDAA is just
the newest in a long line of
liberty threatening legislation
put in place by the two parties.
The ironically named Patriot Act,
which allowed the federal government to indefinitely detain
immigrants and conduct warrantless searches, was passed into
law in October 2001. The FBI
can read emails and tap phones
at will, thanks to the Patriot Act,

and there is almost no recourse
for the American public to
protect their private information.
Both Republicans and Democrats have voted for the Patriot
Act; presidents of both parties
have signed the law and two
possible future presidents have
stated that they would continue
to support these laws. The Patriot
Act and the NDAA show the
similarities of the two major parties on the issue of civil liberties.
However, in contrast to
the mainstream parties, Gary
Johnson of the Libertarian Party
has made these issues key to his
platform, making their repealment, as well as the vetoing of
all other attempts at the destruction of our basic liberties, a key
reason for why he is running for
president. In this election season
it is easy to be caught up in the
rhetoric of fiscal responsibility,
but economic prosperity cannot
grow when our basic rights are at
the whims of men who say one
thing and do another.

Georgiapoliticalreview.com

than more “political white bread.”
They are exactly right.
In light of this political mess,
I have no idea who I’m going to
vote for. I don’t like either candidate, and my one hope for a clearer
decision was blasted apart at the
selection of Ryan for VP. Maybe
something will happen in the next
few months to help me decide, but
at the moment I’m stuck in some

kind of political limbo, wondering
if I should write out a pros/cons
chart for each candidate, or just
write in Stephen Colbert come
November.
Oh yeah, my third confession…
I don’t really like the Beatles. Like,
at all. I guess that’s a bit shocking
to hear.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinios, please contact Opinions editors Greg Steele and Seth Mayberry at greg.steele@covenant.edu
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Volleyball begins anew
by TJ Cox

Christina Schuman

Scots descend on Lookouts game
by Garrison Dale

Last weekend, hundreds of Covenant students, faculty, staff, and
alumni filled up AT&T stadium
in downtown Chattanooga for
a night of baseball, courtesy of
local minor league team, the
Chattanooga Lookouts.
The Alumni Office bought a
block of Lookouts’ tickets last
fall, planning to give Covenant
alumni an evening together at
the ballpark.
“After we thought more about
the event, we decided that it
would be great to extend the
invitation to the whole Covenant community,” said Jordan
Harwood, coordinator of alumni
operation. “I think it is a blessing on both ends when students
and alumni are able to interact
with one another; there’s intrigue
drawing both to each other born
out of their common love for
Covenant.”
Shelby Knapke was asked by
Harwood to sing the national

anthem before the game.
“I practiced the song a million times. My poor housemates
had to listen to me sing it in the
shower, in the car, during dinner,
after dinner,” said Knapke. “I
don’t know how much respect
you have for Christina Aguilera,
but I think if she could butcher
the words, there’s no promising
that I couldn’t too.”
Her nerves were needless,
however. Each note was crystal
clear, sung like a true AmeriScot.
“Once I focused on the flag
and started the first three notes,
I felt honored to be there and
say those words,” Knapke said.
“The Lord gave me strength in
the moment to do what I needed
to do.”
The Lookouts’ announcer
thought it was the best version of
the Star-Spangled Banner sang
at AT&T field in five years.
Following the national
anthem, President Halvorson
stepped on the mound to throw

the much-anticipated ceremonial
first pitch. Bypassing the standard two-seam fastball, Halverson gave the nod to a cutter, his
specialty.
“It’s difficult to throw accurately when you’re falling down
during your windup,” Halvorson
said, reflecting on the pitch.
Knapke gave Halvorson’s performance a seven out of ten.
The pre-game excitement
ended, and the Covenant crowd
settled in for nine innings of
baseball.
After the fifth, the Lookouts
were down 5-1 to the Jackson
Generals.
But Chattanooga mounted a
five-run comeback in the sixth
and added two more in the
seventh to seal an 8-5 comeback
victory, providing the perfect
ending to a great night at the
ballpark.

Coming off of an outstanding
season last year with a record of
22 wins and nine losses, the Lady
Scots varsity volleyball team has
laced up their sneakers, put on
their knee pads, and are ready for
another great year.
The girls did not hesitate in
their return to the court and
played brilliantly during their
opening weekend. They opened
up the season in excellent form
at Trevecca Nazarene University’s tournament this past
weekend. They won two out of
three contests with the only loss
coming to Division II Trevecca.
With only five returning players from last year’s team, the
lady Scots are young, but full of
talent. Senior captains Jessica
Chittenden and Paige Cheney
hope to use their experience to
help set a winning mentality in
the younger ladies.
During this past off-season,
Head Coach Heather Taylor and
staff worked hard to install a very
solid freshmen class of players.
“The team has a lot of new faces on the court this year which
is very exciting for us. We have a
talented group of freshmen ready
to contribute, and a solid core of
returners eager to continue the
momentum from last year,” said
Coach Taylor and Head Assistant Coach Joanna Ehman.
Out of the nine players on

the varsity team, four consist of
freshmen with two sophomores
and a key returning junior in
Estes Carlson.
“Our big focus so far has been
an emphasis on our girls meshing as a team. Pre-season is a
short and very busy time, especially for the freshmen, so it’s
important to get everyone on the
team comfortable being on the
court together. We want them to
gel like they have played together
for years, trusting one another,
and backing each other up even
if it has only been three weeks!”
said Taylor and Ehman.
Going into her 7th season
at Covenant, Coach Taylor has
worked hard to produce a competitive team and has turned the
women’s program around. Coach
Taylor is just eight wins shy of
winning her 100th game as the
Lady Scots head coach.
The excitement in the volleyball program here at Covenant
has been growing and the talented young women representing
Christ and Covenant are set up
to have another great season on
the court.
“This season has a very new
feel about everything and we are
looking forward to a great year!”
said Taylor and Ehman.
Next up: the varsity girls’
volleyball team’s home opener
against Maryville on Tuesday,
Sept. 4th in Barnes gym at 6pm!

Consuela and Cornelius
@ The St. Elmo Firehall
THIS SATURDAY, SEPT. 8 AT 7PM \\ $0 (AT DOOR)
MORGAN BAYER IS OPENING.
SUPPORT THE EP PROJECT ON KICKSTARTER.COM!

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Sports, please contact Sports editor Peter Wilkerson at peter.wilkerson@covenant.edu

