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Political

Ideas into

Action

Awareness
by Sam Bestvater

by Molly Anderson

He got planted in 5th grade running sound for church and school
events. He grew in his college
years, expanding into lighting
and sound while working audiovisual full time at Covenant. He
has blossomed into contracting,
supervising, and putting on small
events of his own. The payoff for
junior Paul Walters’ taking ideas
and putting them into action:
$10,000. Living out the tagline,
Walters was named the winner of
the second annual Seed Project for
his creation of Redwood Sound.
With only 10 minutes of
presentation and 10 minutes of
fielding questions from the panel,
Walters used his past experience to
effectively communicate his idea.
Redwood Sound will focus on
the untapped, overlooked market of small events (up to 1,000
people). Walters noticed a gap
between production levels —
smaller events tend to get shorted
on quality because of their smaller
budget. Hopefully with Walters’
experience, contacts, and now
funding, Redwood Sound can fill
the void between quality and cost.
“People can expect production quality on par with the bigger
Continued on page 2News

Getting to KnowYou
Evelyn Vane

by Rebekah Taft

After paying a visit to Covenant,
Providence Christian College students Evelyn Vane and Dane Beveridge had a one major thing on
their to-do list: find a way for the
Covenant community to be more
aware of Providence’s mission.
“We want to put on paper what
Providence has been and what we
hope for out of the partnership,”
said Beveridge, who flew to Covenant along with Vane to explore

the campus and get an idea of
how the potential acquisition
would affect Providence.
During their visit in the
second week of April, Beveridge
and Vane met with faculty, staff,
and students from different
departments and buildings on
campus. They realized that most
Covenant students were in the
dark about Providence’s mission,
curriculum, and student life.
Thus, after their return to
Pasadena, Providence’s Student

Senate drafted a six-page letter
to Covenant. Sent on April 18,
the document includes details
about Providence’s mission and a
plea for Covenant to keep several
aspects of their school intact if
the acquisition occurs.
The letter reinforces the idea
that Covenant and Providence are
similar institutions in that they put
Christ at the center of all things,
promote a reformed world and
life view, and are committed to a
Continued on page 2News

For those who thought Covenant
Students were, on the whole,
pretty well educated, politically
aware people, a recent survey
might come as a surprise.
Last semester, Dr. Cale
Horne’s Public Opinion class
— made up of Dan Allis, Siler
Johnston, Ryan Ostrowski, Ryan
Parr, Jung Shin, Peter Wilkerson,
and Keifer Wynn — designed
and conducted a survey to
measure political awareness at
Covenant and determine what
factors affect awareness.
The group took a random
sample of all full-time traditional
undergraduates, living both on
and off campus. One hundred
and fifteen students (a little over
one tenth of the student population) took the survey, which
was given face to face by one of
the students in the class. Horne
mentioned that the sample
happened to be slightly skewed
toward males and sophomores,
but didn’t think this affected the
survey’s validity.
The survey began by collecting
information on each respondent’s
GPA, class rank, gender, denominational background, secondary
education, parents’ professions,
Continued on page 2News
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Providence

Continued from front page

rigorous liberal arts curriculum.
However, the letter also presents some distinct features. Providence students boast a unique
chapel program, which includes
a quiet time of reflection to prepare hearts for worship, prayer,
six songs, a responsive reading,
and a 25-minute sermon from a
guest speaker or professor.
“We sing really loud — louder
than your study body, maybe,”
said Vane with a smile. “When
speakers visit Providence, the
first thing they say is they’ve
never heard a body of students
sing this loud.”
Another feature that Providence prides itself on is the fact
that the faculty and staff are
personal, perhaps more so than at

Awareness

Continued from front page

political party identification, and
race. After collecting this general
information, the survey moved on
to a set of 10 questions designed
to assess factual knowledge about
American politics, such as “Who
is the vice president of the United

Seed Project

Continued from front page

production companies at a more
affordable price point, all with a
specialized focus on smaller events.
We can make sure the production is
streamlined and transparent; the rest
is up to the performers,” said Walters.
Ten thousand dollars for Walters means three things: equipment, advertising, and legal and
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Covenant, with such a small student body. They “don’t just teach
or run the school; they know us,
advise us, have us over for dinner,
and so on,” says the letter. In the
case of an acquisition, Providence
doesn’t want to lose the tight
community they have.
Beveridge mentioned that he
enjoys walking across the street
to his history professor’s house.
It’s also common to see professor’s kids around campus.
“Chapel and professors, especially, are integral to who we are,
and these need not change for
the sake of unifying the curriculum or handbook,” the letter says.
The Avodah program is another aspect of Providence life that
students don’t want to see go.
“The Avodah program provides
opportunities for us to apply
this discernment [we gain in the
classroom] in the many manifes-

tations of cultural values found in
Los Angeles,” says the letter.
All students are required to
take two cultural trips each semester as part of the Avodah program with options such as watching Wicked, visiting a Mexican
border town, or participating in
an Armenian cultural study.
“It’s the whole creation-fallredemption you talk about in
class, but you see it in real life,”
said Vane.
While holding to certain parts
of Providence’s tradition, the
college has other distinctives that
students recognize may have to
be compromised if the acquisition happens.
Providence has different student handbook rules, which don’t
keep track of chapel attendance
and allow students of age to
smoke and drink off campus.
“It promotes an atmosphere of

grace rather than law, enabling
students to practice using their
Christian liberty out of love
for each other and respect for
authority, rather than simply
keeping a rule,” says the letter.
“It’s been a cool experience for us
to grow up with the grey area rules.
There is room to make mistakes
and grow in mistakes,” said Vane.
But Student Body President
Jana Crum says that in general
students handle these areas of
Christian liberty wisely. “It’s just
not cool to go get smashed on
the weekends,” she said.
The size of Providence — a
mere 60 students — also creates
a distinct day-to-day student life
on campus. “We go to lunch and
sit with whoever,” said Vane.
Similarly, when someone starts
any kind of activity — say a game
of ultimate frisbee — everyone’s
invited. “That’s how things work

here. One person has an idea and
soon the whole school knows
they’re invited,” said Crum.
On the weekends, Providence
students like to make trips to
LA, which is 15 minutes away.
“People feel almost antsy being
on campus on a Friday night,”
said Crum. “We take the metro
into LA or Hollywood for concerts or cool eateries.”
Overall, Providence students
hope that the letter and the various conversations and interviews
they’ve had with Covenant
students during their time at
Covenant will help “Scots understand who we are the most,” said
Beveridge.
Meanwhile, a final decision
about the acquisition is yet to
be made as Covenant continues
to sort out accreditation issues
with the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools.

States?” or “Who is Rick Perry?”
These questions were drawn
from national surveys, and were
intended to be elementary. The
average respondent answered five
out of the 10 questions correctly.
“Given the content of the questions,” said Dr. Horne, “this seems
a little low. It’s disappointing.”
To compare political awareness
to general cultural awareness, the

survey went on to ask students to
identify 12 cultural icons — six
politicians and six musicians,
actors or athletes. On average,
respondents identified 5.3 pop
icons, but only 3.2 politicians.
After conducting the survey, the
class analyzed the results for determinants of political awareness.
They found that students who
had gone to private school were

8 percent more aware than public
schooled and home schooled students. Students who self-identified as Democrats were 12 percent
less aware than others. Students
from pastoral or missionary
families were 7 percent less aware,
and social science majors were 10
percent less aware than others.
Several other factors surprisingly
turned out to be nonsignificant,

such as GPA, denominational
background, class rank, and gender. Perhaps the strangest finding,
however, was that students at
Covenant College, “the college
of the Presbyterian Church of
America,” are significantly more
likely to identify themselves as
Republicans (70 percent) than
Reformed or Presbyterian Christians (59 percent).

insurance start-up costs. Walters
explained in his presentation that
owning his own equipment will
mean generating more revenue
because the cost of renting will be
eliminated.
Even without a current marketing strategy, Walters’ website has
generated business for Redwood
Sound — Walters has put on 5
events in the month of April. One
of Walters’ top priorities is to work
on generating even more clients

through advertising.
“I'm planning on working with
several friends to revamp the
branding for the company in order
to present a catchy, memorable kind
of company image,” said Walters.
In the meantime, Walters has
a couple of projects to work on
first. The Seed Capital Panel has
the ability to place contingencies
on awarding the seed money. In
order to guide Walters, the panelists have requested that he check

back with the them in one month
to demonstrate that he has found
qualified mentors, specifically to
help him in the legal and financial
areas, and to demonstrate his ability to cost a job.
“When I read Paul’s business
plan, I was expecting it to be more
techy in its orientation,” said Chris
Dodson, Head of the Business
Department and Seed Project
Panelist. “A whole other dimension of Paul came out when he

spoke of his experience managing
a crew in Atlanta that was not presented in the business plan. That’s
when I became more impressed
with his concept.”
Dodson said that the contingencies on the award exist to benefit
Walters by offering him developmental advice.
As Walters’ starts a second
growing cycle with Redwood
Sound, the annual Seed Project
looks for more ideas to plant.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“It’s been real.”
- Dr. Foreman on the last day of the special topics class Hooray for Hollywood
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Yes... to partying
after your last final.
No... seniors, you
gotta wait till
Mommy and Daddy
show up at
graduation.
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Former Covenant student Jed
Royal returned to campus this
past week to give a lecture series
on US/China relations, foreign
policy, and globalization, in addition to discussing his career path.
Mr. Royal is currently employed
as Director of Cooperative
Threat Reduction Policy, an office in the United States Department of Defense. His comments
are made in his private capacity
and do not necessarily reflect
the views of the Department of
Defense or the US Government.
What was your time at Covenant
like? What brings you back to
the school?
I had four great semesters here at
Covenant, and I really attribute
my initial thinking and interest
in international politics to the
time I had here, particularly with
the history department professors, but some others as well, like
Dr. Fikkert. It was Dr. Morton’s
International Politics class that

really started me down the road
of investigating where the United
States was as a country, and
where we were headed in terms
of international influence, and use
of force… But I hadn’t been back
to the college until last summer.
I had heard that Cale Horne had
been hired as the new political
studies professor, which was very
exciting news for me because it
was something that I had always
wanted as student here, to be able
to take political studies courses….
We went to Covenant around the
same time and recognized how
much we had in common…He
invited me to come down and
give a short series of lectures on
some things that I care about up
in Washington, and that’s why
I’m back. It was an opportunity
for me to come back to the place
where my initial interest in international politics began, and also
do something that’s a little bit
helpful for students as they think
about their careers.
How has the lecture series been
going? Have you been impressed

by the interactions you’ve had
with students while here?
Yes. I think the depth of knowledge on political issues and international relations issues is much
stronger now than it was when I
was a student here. The questions
I’m being asked are challenging
questions…truly inquisitive questions and to me it reflects a real
sense of interest in what’s going
on in the world today.
Could you tell the students here
about what you do for a living,
and what your career with the
Department of Defense has
been like?
I’m a policy advisor. I work in
the office of the Secretary of
Defense… What I do is provide policy advice, in particular
for issues related to countering
weapons of mass destruction. So
our department and our government thinks that there’s a lot we
can do right now to prevent, prepare and respond to WMD use,
particularly by terrorist organiza-

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Rebekah Taft at rebekah.taft@covenant.edu.

tions, but also state based actors
as well. What I do is help manage a program we call Cooperative Threat Reduction, that works
with partner countries to reduce
the vulnerability of the use of
WMD materials, and tries to
prevent access to those materials by non-state actors and from
crossing international borders
through illicit means. That’s kind
of a broad conceptual overview;
on a day-to-day basis, the more
routine stuff that I do is I write a
lot of briefings, I attend a lot of
meetings, I provide advice to my
senior leadership on resourcing,
use of funds, and new country
engagements. We are starting a
new effort out in Southeast Asia,
so I’ve been to that region twice
this year, interacting with foreign
governments. I’m working on
cooperative approaches with
them, and what we’ll do is come
to an agreement with a foreign
government on certain projects
we might want to undertake, and
then we will ask other components of our department to go
implement those projects.
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Don’t Forget the Beans
by Lily Davis

Formal dresses glittered as the
lights dimmed and the host
made a few opening comments
at the Tivoli Theatre on Saturday
night. But the awards ceremony
that took place that evening
did not do justice to the hours
and hours of work put into the
creation of the films submitted
to the Broad Street Film Festival
this year.
Last Thursday evening, students from Covenant descended
to the Majestic theater for a
showing of all the films contributed to the festival by students
from Covenant, Southern Adventist University, Bryan College,
Chattanooga State Community
College, Lee University, and

University of Tennessee Chattanooga. The films covered a wide
range of styles, from documentaries and short films to a trailer
and a couple of music videos.
On Saturday night, the directors, actors, writers, crews, and
loyal fans reconvened at the
Tivoli for the festival’s awards
ceremony. Familiar Covenant
band Raenbow Station kicked off
the event with a performance of
one of their more popular songs.
After they had cleared the stage,
the audience quieted in anticipation of the announcement of the
awards and the performances
from several other bands that
were listed in the program.
Best Production Design went
to Southern Adventist University’s film The Great Controversy.

Best Original Score was awarded
to Bryan College’s Untitled.
Jeremy Morell received Best
Actor for his role in Sound Off,
and Jade Kilgore was given Best
Actress for depicting a bullied
teen in The Road Not Traveled.
Best Trailer went, unsurprisingly,
to Zombie College Trailer, the
only trailer submitted to the festival, and Lebanon Mountain Trek
received Best Documentary.
A film from Southern Adventist called Comatose garnered a
large part of the awards, including Best Editing, Best Cinematography, Best Screenplay,
Best Director, Best Picture, and
People’s Choice. Comatose won
the Best in Fest award at the
SONscreen Film Festival in Simi
Valley, California, a few weeks

ago, and according to the film’s
Facebook page, will be shown
at Chattanooga’s SHOW 2012
on May 2. Comatose’s director,
Derek Taylor, also recently won
Southern Adventist University’s
School of Visual Art and Design
award for Excellence in Directing and Cinematography.
Even with three films by
Covenant students and alumni
contributed to the festival, the
only one to receive an award was
Andrew Mollenkof ’s Forget the
Beans, which won the award for
Best Music Video. Featuring
a conglomeration of Covenant
students and alumni, this music
video was made for an accounting firm in Chicago, and “explores…accounting” through “the
musical genre of rap,” according

to the description in the festival’s
program, which adds that the
film is “fun, witty, and entertaining,” and certain to leave “people
laughing and educated” by the
time it is over.
Although only one Covenant
film won an award, four of the
awards given were presented by
Covenant students. Senior Sophy
Beers, one of the Covenant
students selected to present an
award, said that she thought the
whole evening was really fun and
“well-produced.”
“But one thing that was disappointing was that it wasn’t better
attended — there were plenty of
people to make it worthwhile,
but...I wish more of the Covenant community had come out
to support it,” said Beers.
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The Cabin in the Woods Review
by Clayton Powers

If anything can be certain in the
life of a college student, it is this:
it is never a good idea to purchase
an eerie, broken down, suspiciously
secluded cabin in the woods, regardless of its low, low price or the
hopes you have of inviting mixed
company to participate in nonDean Voyles-approved activities on
the weekend. Perhaps this Cabin in
the Woods might be avoided, as well.
The Cabin in the Woods, Hollywood’s most recent horror offering,
has a few loose boards and broken
windows to account for.
The horror films of the past 40
or so years should have taught us
that secluded cabins are (next to the
threat of a Japanese monstrosity rising out of a murky river or the presence of a ghostly child) the single
most common motif of films like the
Friday the 13th and Haunting films.
A Google search yields many more
similar films for our consideration,
and it is this long tradition of pop
horror flicks that inspired director
Drew Goddard to create The Cabin in
the Woods, a quirky genre-bender that
self-consciously points to the age-old
conventions of “don’t go into the dark
basement alone”-brand frights.
The Cabin in the Woods begins

unconventionally, opening on what
appears to be an everyday whitecollar job, complete with the banter
between two co-workers that might
be found at any corporate watercooler. The two men, nonchalantly
jibing each other, turn a corner
and enter into a large room full of
knobs, buttons, and screens; but the
audience is too caught up in what
is said to notice when surveillance
feeds of four young people appear,
transitioning into the story proper,
the unfortunate tale of the victims
of a cruel experiment and sacrifice.
As the two story-lines are woven
together, we discover that (spoiler
alert!) the carefree weekend of sleaze
and boozing planned by our protagonists is actually the concerted effort
of a mysterious organization to offer
up the stock characters (the whore,
the athlete, the scholar, the virgin and
the fool, as we find out) to appease
diabolic forces which referred to only
as “the ancient ones,” a tradition that
has continued for a millennia, seemingly explaining the purpose behind
the horror genre itself. Following
the formula prescribed by countless
slasher films over the decades, each
of the victims is systematically picked
off in the kind of twisted morality
play common to the genre.
While this display of violence (at

the hands of a ‘family’ of zombies
linked to the ubiquitous cryptic
journal and accompanying Latin
incantation found in the cellar) is
certainly disturbing, worse still are
the intermittent scenes of laughing
workers forming a betting bracket
for who will die next. These breaks
in the main storyline seem to serve
both to provide spurts of comic relief and to make commentary on our
tendency to merely consume, rather
than grapple with, the atrocities
committed on-screen. After hopelessly trying to escape their fates,
two young people survive to find an
entrance into the facility underneath
the cabin, which harbors every
imaginable terror, from the more
generalized flesh-eating undead to
werewolves and killer robots. The
final 20 minutes of the movie offer
the viewer a coup de grace, replete
with enough carnage to unsettle the
most hardened of horror buffs.
By the time the credits rolled, I
was tired of The Cabin in the Woods.
My eyes were bleary from 95 minutes of violence. I couldn’t tear my
eyes away from the screen, despite
my fervent desire to do so. While I
could appreciate what Goddard and
his co-writer, Joss Whedon (Buffy
the Vampire Slayer) were aiming to
create, a “very loving hate letter”

to the modern horror film, I had
a difficult time stomaching the
excessive violence and unblinking
sexual content of the film. In an
early scene, a fresh-faced security
guard shows disgust as the events
of the first murders unfold, asking,
“Monsters? Magic? Gods?” “You get

used to it,” one of the frumpy whitecollar men replies. “Should you?” the
new guy shoots back. My answer is
a resounding No, but if the young
couple sitting behind me with their
young son are any indication, too
few of us would even bother to
entertain the question.

Conan: ART|SOCIAL CONTEXT

by Zach Knuth

Viking raiders gliding down the
Danube River, pillaging Mongol
hordes sweeping across Western

Russia into
Central
Europe, and
Mt. Vesuvius
swallowing
Pompeii in a
sea of molten
lava. These
are all typical mental
phenomena
experienced
when listening to the
trudge, drone
and heaviness of doom metal. Listening to
Monnos, the first LP by Liverpool,
England’s Conan is no exception.
But perhaps the only imagery
necessary for a listening of Monnos

are scenes from the 1982 epic film
Conan: The Barbarian, the band’s
namesake. As the slow rising, low
rumble of the first track “Hawk As
Weapon” turns into chugging, sludgy
riffs and chant-like growls played over
thunderous drums, a mental picture
emerges of a hulkish warrior lumbering across a field of withered grass
under a grey sky, clutching a twohanded claymore as he approaches
some foul beast from the darkest and
remotest depths of space and time.
What sounds like chugging a
bottle of maple syrup while riding a bull bareback, and charging
full speed into a concrete wall,
momentarily gives way to buzzing
feedback, transitioning into “Battle
in the Swamp,” recalling Beowulf ’s
encounter with Grendel’s mother.

Unfortunately, searching Monnos for lyrical depth or complex
arrangements would be futile.
Conan, like most other doom
metal bands, produces music that
reflects the complete antithesis
of what ‘ought’ to be considered
beautiful or aesthetically pleasing. A good example of this is the
track “Golden Axe,” an uninteresting instrumental dedicated to
the 1989 Sega side scrolling, hack
& slash video game of the same
name. Nevertheless, headbangers
will find the slow as molasses album closer “Invincible Throne” to
provide a redemptive ending with
its tone of victory and conquest.
Heavy metal, in all of its deviant
forms, has, in many respects, become
my generation's equivalent to Richard

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Walter Somerville at walter.somerville@covenant.edu

Wagner. The genre shares the 19th
century composer’s operatic style,
chromatics, leitmotifs, and particular
to doom metal, his 19th century reactionary romanticism. In both cases
the ideal is found in the past, the idyllic home of some mythological vision
of ‘natural’ man, who guarantees his
own sustenance and survival. He lives
to conquer his supernatural nemesis
and other beasts of prey, but in doing
so becomes a beast himself. Man’s
return to his barbarian roots is a common thread between Wagner’s operas
and Conan’s doom metal. Besides
referring to Conan: the Barbarian,
the best definition of Monnos is what
literary critic Walter Benjamin wrote
of Wagner: an example of “bourgeois
false consciousness, alienating art
from its social context.”
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Highlights of Covenant

Naomi Belz

Jackson Pond did too. I got
to walk across it. It was awesome.

by Tim Goldsmith

In my time at Covenant, I
have experienced many things,
both good and bad. By nature,
my tendency is to dwell on
the latter of the two, even to
the extreme. Early on in my
time here, I made a promise to
myself that I would document
and celebrate the blessings that
God has given me in the last
four years. Now I’m graduating
in less than a month and I have
been reading through those
lists. I have been meditating
on just how incredibly faithful,
merciful and loving God has
been to me and to this community in the last four years.
Here are 15 highlights from my
experience here. Enjoy!
•

The petting zoo on Student
Appreciation Day.

•

Sophomore year, Lookout Mountain froze over.

•

•

•

•

Professors who have taken
interest in me and have
worked, sacrificing time and
resources to see me succeed
and grow; who walked me
through challenging issues,
both in and outside of the
classroom.

chicken wraps in the Blink
at 10:30 PM.
•

•

My admissions representative, who worked very hard
to make sure I got here and
continues to be a dear friend.
Waking up at 7 a.m.,
puffy-eyed and incoherent,
walking into the food line
in the Great Hall, hearing a
cheerful “GOOD MORNING” from at least one of
the Chartwells employees.
Chocolate chip cookie
mobs at lunch and buffalo

Quiet, late nights plagued
by insomnia wandering
throughout campus listening
to lonely, mournful sounds
of trains coming up from the
valleys below, almost as if in
song.
In November 2010, I along
with many other Covenant
students had the opportunity
to participate with MTW
Global Missions conference.
That weekend changed my
life.

•

Being able to work with you,
the Covenant community, on
my SIP project.

•

Open doors on campus,
both in residence halls and
in academic offices. Do
not disdain or dishonor
the people who open their

doors to you because it is
very likely you will never
have that resource available
to you again.
•

Encountering staff members
day-to-day, in the hallway,
an office cubicle, taking out
the trash, pulling up weeds,
changing light bulbs, officiating athletic events or
just sitting in the Great Hall
eating lunch and how they
invest in this community at
all times.

•

Sunsets.

•

The first campus-wide pillow fight of the 2008-2009
academic year.

•

Sunny spring afternoons
where critical mass occurs on
the chapel lawn with groups
of people laughing, playing
and lounging in the sun.

•

April 27, 2011, is a date that
will resonate with many of us
who were here on that day. I
am of course referring to the
tumult of violent tornadoes
that swept through this area.
However, I want to draw attention to what happened on
April 28, when I witnessed
members of this community
coming together out of their
own volition, dispersing into
the community to provide
relief where they could. My
family was a beneficiary of one
of those teams, who performed
repair to damage on our house,
cleared trees and even went to
my uncles’ houses to help there.

Members of this community, I love
you and I am thankful for each of you
and the stories you bring and develop
in your time here. It is my prayer that
you all will continue to see God’s
blessings, that you will celebrate with
one another and that you will give
Him all the praise and honor.

Response to Ruth Myers

Vol. 58.27

by Gabi Washburn

First, let me say that I appreciate what Ruth Myers was trying
to accomplish in her article
last week. A personal, growing
relationship with God is important, and I agree that in the
Reformed tradition it is easy to
intellectualize faith. There is
also a tendency towards prideful
thinking that our orthodoxy is
in some way a result of our own
intelligence and merit. Ironic,
given that a major point of
Reformed theology is “by Grace
alone.” This is not a problem
with doctrine itself, however,
and I don’t think that the danger
of these tendencies negates the
importance of doctrine. When
we only read the church fathers
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and theologians, and neglect the
Bible itself (which I think is Ms.
Myers’ worry, and a valid one),
we are simply doing a bad job at
theology.
I would like to advocate the
importance of tradition as an
important and inescapable part
of faith—we have to interpret
the Bible in light of a tradition.
It’s just part of our situation as
humans, because interpretation
doesn’t happen in a vacuum.
Take translation, for example.
When the average Covenant
student reads the Bible in English, they are reading something
that has been pre-interpreted, in
light of a (linguistic) tradition.
So even if a person reads only
the Bible, ignoring commentary,
doctrinal traditions, and other

believers’ opinions, he is still
receiving something that has
been interpreted in light of a
tradition. Furthermore, it is important for us to recognize that
any “you-and-the-Holy-Spirit”
interpretation a person does
is also influenced by tradition,
simply because of the fact that
the “you” part of that equation
is a human, in a culture, shaped
by a tradition. And that’s okay.
I know it sounds really unspiritual, but really — it’s okay. Not
only is the acknowledgement
of pre-commitments to certain
beliefs and ways of thinking
acceptable; it can help us to
approach the Bible with humility, recognizing that there are
things different traditions may
understand that we have gotten

and federal holidays) comes out to
$13.6 billion a day that our government spends to fund programs, pay
for our military, etc. Fifty-one billion
dollars over 10 years would not fund
our government for four days! This
tax is not about raising revenue; it is
not about reducing our deficit. It is
about Obama’s conception of fairness and equality in our country.
What kind of tax policy does
Obama think is fair? Under the
current federal tax code, the top 1
percent of earners pay 37 percent
of all income tax receipts, the top 5
percent pay 59 percent, and the top
25 percent pay 87 percent. Certainly the rich are paying enough
taxes. Now the common argument
against these numbers is that as a
percentage of their total income,
the rich pay taxes at a lower effective rate than do the middle class.
I’ll return to this idea momentarily.
At the heart of the issue, though,
Obama believes that the rich do
not pay enough, and therefore they
need to be taxed at a higher rate in

order to achieve fairness and equality with the middle class. These
sentiments were first introduced
during the 2008 election, when
Obama stated that if you made
under $250,000 a year, you would
not see your taxes raised. It should
be noted that it took Obama just 16
days in office to break that promise
when he signed into law a tax on
cigarette smokers whose average
incomes are about $40,000 a year.
Though this tax is an excise tax
rather than an income tax, it indirectly and disproportionately affects
middle and lower income earners. I
would encourage all of you to visit
Americans for Tax Reform at www.
atr.org to see how broken our current tax structure truly is.
Even more to the heart of the
issue is the pervading belief among
Democrats and the president that
the cost of government should be
matched by tax incomes and not the
other way around. What’s wrong with
matching the size of government to
the amount of our taxes? The problem

Class Warfare
by Thomas Holcombe

In early 2011, Warren Buffett,
billionaire CEO of Berkshire
Hathaway, publicly stated that
the current tax code coddled him
and other millionaires and billionaires. The famous line touted
by President Obama was that
Buffett, through tax loopholes
and deductions, paid an overall
lower effective tax rate than his
secretary. Obama has taken to the
stump countless times since then
to promote the “Buffett Rule,”
a minimum 30 percent tax on
personal income for those who
make more than $1 million a year.
Furthermore, Obama has previously touted the tax as a way to reduce
the deficit over the next 10 years.
By current CBO estimates, the
amount of money raised by the Buffett tax would amount to $51 billion
over 10 years. To put this number in
perspective, at current spending levels, $3.36 trillion (FY 2011) divided
by 247 days (subtracting weekends
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wrong, or don’t understand, or
have never even considered. Part
of understanding is embracing
your tradition while accepting
that you have blind spots, and
interaction between traditions
can be helpful.
Ms. Myers also mentioned her
problem with important points
of the faith being discussed
in the classroom. Again, the
concern of over-intellectualizing
faith is a valid one, and if our
relationships with God exist
solely in the classroom, that
probably isn’t good. But I don’t
think that by discussing doctrine in the classroom, we lose
the emotional and experiential
aspects of our relationship with
Christ, as Ms. Myers suggested.
To the contrary, I think it is a

unique privilege that we are able
to study the Bible in the classroom, with professors who have
studied it much more than we
have (simply by virtue of it being their vocation), and this can
enrich the other aspects of our
relationship with God.
God gave us as believers the
Holy Spirit, but he also gave
us his body (the church). God
placed us in communities, and
that is a good thing. The Holy
Spirit is also active in his church,
his people, and their studying
of his word. It shouldn’t be an
either/or between tradition,
community and the church, versus the individual and the Holy
Spirit. All these are important
aspects. God is faithful, even
when we get it wrong.

Worldnewstribune.com

with that idea is that it would involve
responsible governance, and our
current and past administrations have
and have had none.
Here’s a solution to some of
our tax and fairness issues. Why
don’t we close loopholes and
decrease deductions while at the
same time lowering everyone’s
tax rates? By lowering rates and
simultaneously broadening the tax
base, not only would we achieve
greater tax revenues — would also

have greater tax fairness as well.
Even the mainstream media now
admit that the Bush tax cuts of
2001 and 2003 produced greater
government tax revenues, so what’s
stopping us from tax reform?
Real and substantive tax reform will only be effected when
our leaders stop denigrating
American job creators, drop the
silly notion of tax fairness, and
start putting the nation’s best interest ahead of the next election.
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Double Double Trouble
by Grace Mullaney

The Covenant Scots finished
their series against Tennessee
Temple with a bang last week.
After winning the first game in
the series 10-0 last Friday, the
Scots closed the series winning
both games in Saturday’s doubleheader against Temple. The
games finished out at 6-4 and
10-8 respectively. Reliever De-

marius Johnson was the winning
pitcher for the first game, and
relief pitcher Brian Simons added
the second win later that day.
As if last Saturday weren’t
enough, the Scots won their
doubleheader against Hiwassee
College this Tuesday at home as
well. The Scots played these last
two home games with pizzazz,
winning the first game 11-0,
and the second game 10-1. “It

was a good way to finish the athome season,” said junior Brian
Simons.
Both doubleheaders provided
ample time for Covenant seniors
to shine, and the seniors rose to
the challenge. Seniors Jonathan
Carter, James Rollins, Andre
Glover, Tyler Smith, Demarius
Johnson, and Eddie Jamerson
will all be missed. Notably in
Tuesday’s doubleheader, senior

James Rollins hit his last at-bat
out of the park…literally. “All
the seniors played well,” said
Simons. “It was good to see them
leave playing so well at home.”
The Scots will play their last
games of the season on Saturday
in Atlanta against Point University. After a few days’ rest, the
team will head to Paducah, Kentucky, to play in the NCCAA
Mid-East Regional Tournament.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for the Sports, please contact Sports editor John Drexler at john.drexler@covenant.edu

If the Scots win the regional
tournament they will travel to
Mason, Ohio, to compete in the
NCCAA World Series.
The team has a lot to be
excited about as they end their
at-home season. “This will give
us a lot of momentum for the
playoffs,” said Simons. The Scots’
flashy finish at home will certainly give the team a high wave
to ride into the off-season.

