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Making

Seed Project

History

by Garrison Dale

After working hard to create
business plans over the last few
months, pending graduate Enoch
Elwell and junior Paul Walters are
finalists in this year’s Seed Project
competition, where they are competing to win a $10,000 prize to
put their business into action.
After a practice pitch to
the panel of businesspersons,
lawyers, and accountants, Elwell
and Walters will give one final
pitch to the judges on April
19 in Brock 118 at 7 p.m. The
presentations will be open to the
public.
Enoch Elwell’s pitch is called
Fitzwilliam & Co., an online
men’s formalwear rental company.
“The company exists to provide
men with a unique style with the
convenience of delivery to the
door. Think Netflix for suit rentals with Warby Parker’s attention
to style and design,” said Elwell.
“The current situation men
have to deal with to rent a suit
is frustrating and disappointing
from the beginning to the end,”
said Elwell; “finding a store,
getting fitted, choosing from a
selection of uninspired styles and
garish polyesters, picking up a
suit in a strange city, having to fix
their mistakes last minute, and
when it’s all over, going back to
the store to drop it off. FitzwilContinued on page 2News

by Ellen Davis

Students huddle in the basement of Carter during a tornado warning in spring 2011.

Naomi Belz

Tornadoes: One Year Later
by Carre Coy

April 27, 2011, will never be forgotten in the southeast region of the
United States. Forty-seven tornadoes
crashed through the region, killing
81 men, women and children.
Multiple tornadoes touched
down in areas near Covenant College, the closest one being in the
Hinkle area less than five minutes
from campus. Innumerable trees
were knocked down alongside
power lines, leaving homes out of
power for days. The damage sur-

rounding Covenant was so great
that students had to be evacuated
and leave campus within 24 hours
without taking any final exams.
A year later, most of the damage is cleaned up and nearly
everyone has moved on. However, stories and violent images
of storms will continue to live
on in the minds of students and
members of the community.
Sophomore Susannah Klett
experienced the storm first-hand
as she attempted to get back to
campus with three other stu-

dents. She recalls downed power
lines, mudslides and trees covering the roadways near Hinkle.
Tornadoes had struck there just
minutes before she arrived.
“I remember Shu Shu and I were
getting ready to climb through
some down power lines and all we
could do was hold hands and pray.
We honestly thought this was the
end of our lives.”
Senior Tim Goldsmith also
experienced a traumatizing
night. When temporarily allowed
Continued on page 2News

Where there is coffee, there is a
college student. Where there is
cheap coffee, there is a flock of
college students. For years, Covenant’s psychology department
has been providing inexpensive
fresh-roasted local coffee to the
student body every day during
the week in their commons. The
psych commons, located on the
second floor of Mills Hall is open
to all students and faculty on
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 10 p.m.
“We see it as one of the services
we do to the campus as a whole
to provide hospitality and a comfortable place that’s inviting and
relaxing,” says Dr. Eames, Associate Professor of Psychology.
The psych commons provides
two kinds of coffee: one pot
of Folgers coffee, free for any
student desperate for a caffeine
pick-me-up, and another pot of
freshly-ground beans from the
Chattanooga Coffee Company, or
Chattz, for 50 cents a cup. Mugs
are provided as well as a way to
stay environmentally friendly.
“I really appreciate their support
of local businesses like Chattz,”
says sophomore Andrew ChrisContinued on page 2News
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liam & Co. fixes this problem.”
The idea came to Elwell when
he was searching the internet for
a suit to wear to his wedding last
year. “After looking around online, I found that I was not alone
in my quest for a unique men’s
style. In fact, there were forums
and searches and blogs all looking for the same style: The ‘Mr.
Darcy’ look,” he said.
After leaving Covenant two
years ago to participate in
launching the Company Lab, a
non-profit organization focused
on providing resources, mentor-

Psych Mugs

Continued from front page

tenberry, a frequent visitor to the
psych commons. “And this coffee
provides a break from the monotonous flavor of Great Hall coffee.”
The psych commons makes approximately 80 cups of free coffee
and 100 cups of Chattz coffee
per day, though the amount of
coffee that students take depends
on the academic busyness of the
week. Not only do students take
advantage of this coffee service,
but professors do as well.
“This form of hospitality ends
up fostering student and faculty

Tornadoes

Continued from front page

to go outside of Carter between
tornadoes warnings, Goldsmith
saw the sky lit up with purple
lightning. “You could see every
single star in the sky because it
was so dark,” he said.
Seconds later, Goldsmith noticed
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ship, and capital to Chattanooga’s startup community, Elwell
has returned to Covenant and
finished his last class this month.
The other finalist is Paul
Walters’s Redwood Sound, a
production company for DJ
events, concerts, and wedding
bands. Redwood would coordinate lights, sound, and security,
specializing in events with under
1,000 people in attendance.
“Small events are an untapped
market, because the people trying
to put them together don’t have
the budget to hire an event logistics company or a professional
sound company. Either the event
doesn’t happen, or it’s done poorly.
My goal is to make the produc-

tion quality of a big summer music festival accessible to the small
events market,” said Walters.
Eventually, he hopes to move
Redwood into Atlanta and
Nashville for larger events.
The Seed Project was started as
an initiative of President Nielson,
together with the Center for Calling and Career, to give Covenant
students the opportunity to explore
entrepreneurship with guidance
from faculty, staff and mentors
from the local business community.
“President Nielson gathered
a group of staff and faculty to
discuss entrepreneurship at Covenant. He noted the many businesses that Covenant alumni had
started over the years and wanted

to find a better way to foster that
in our students,” said Anthony
Tucker, Director of the Center
for Calling and Career.
Competitors in the Seed
Project start with an idea, build a
team, develop a pitch and submit
their plan to a committee comprised of faculty, staff, alumni and
other members of the community.
The committee provides feedback for each team’s first presentation. Students are then given time
to revise their projects for a second
presentation to the committee.
After the committee’s second
and final assessment, a few of the
projects are passed on to the final
round to be judged by a separate
panel. This panel has the power

relationships,” says Christina
Klukow, head student employee
of the psych commons. “It’s hard
to dislike a professor who makes
casual conversation with you
around the coffee pot, so it’s a
great relationship builder.”
Klukow, who oversees the student employees as well as coffee
sales and supplies, tries to keep
the psych commons a comfortable and hospitable place. Her
job, however, can be frustrating
because many students take coffee without paying for it. Also,
the commons loses up to 300
mugs a semester because students
either keep them, lose them, or
throw them away. At the end of

each semester, the commons receives some mugs back, but never
enough to replenish their supply.
The psychology professors and
student employees try to be gracious with their customers by not
worrying too much about the loss
of mugs and coffee, even if it makes
their jobs sometimes frustrating.
“For the sake of not destroying
the atmosphere, we don’t chase
everyone down who hasn’t paid
his or her dues,” says Klukow. “We
know who they are, though, and
it’s disappointing because it shows
a lack of integrity in the students.”
The psych department pays for
the coffee supplies out of its own
budget from Student Develop-

ment, and does not earn any
profit from this service. If their
customers pay what they actually owe, the commons is able to
buy extra luxuries like expensive
sweeteners and flavored creamers. However, they are currently
unable to buy anything extra
because of their debt. The professors do not see this as an issue,
though, as the coffee distribution
is purely a service to the school.
“If we were really that concerned about this,” says Eames,
“we would have Styrofoam cups or
make them bring their own mugs.
Our primary interest is for people
to be comfortable and see the importance of Christian hospitality.”

a large storm coming on and all he
could think about was his family
in Lookout Valley. The sirens at
Covenant went off again and Tim
was forced back down into the
basement below once again.
“The most traumatic part of
the tornadoes was not knowing what was going on with my
family,” Goldsmith commented.
The first tornado of that day had

struck his neighborhood. “They
could have been dead,” he said.
Several senior students living
off campus had tornadoes go
right through their backyard.
Jon Jacobs and Ryan Ostrowski
heard the storm coming and
within seconds their entire backyard was uprooted and trees just
taken away in the night sky.
Luckily no one was injured,

but Jacobs, along with a team of
several men and some saws, was
able to break through trees and
power lines in order to rescue
at least six students stranded in
their cars on the mountain.
The stories of heroism and community on April 27 are endless.
The Covenant College community
united together to help victims the
morning following the tornadoes.

to potentially grant one business
$10,000 in seed capital.
Win or lose, the Seed Project
participants gain enormous practical knowledge through the process
of the competition. “Preparing for
the Seed Project and running all
the numbers has made me realize
that owning a company is not as
far-fetched an idea as I had once
thought. It’s just as fulfilling to have
a large impact on a small event rather
than just being a cog in the machine
at the big shows,” said Walters.
All students are invited to
come hear the Seed Project
finalists present their final pitch
to the Seed Capital panel on
Thursday, April 19 in Brock 118
at 7 p.m.

Improv
Workshop
with Prof. Kirby
Sat., April 21
10 a.m.-12 p.m.
Sanderson 215
Learn basic improv
skills while unleashing
your imagination!

In small groups, over 30 students
traveled to areas on and off the
mountain that had been affected
by the storm. Becca LiCausi, a senior who donated money towards
helping those affected, said, “I was
really impressed with the way the
student body was willing to go
down and help with the relief efforts. It shows that we’re learning
to practice what we preach.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
There’s no special Jay Green butt wiggle to get you into heaven. You know what I mean.
- Dr. Kelly Kapic in Doctrine II
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The Verdict
Yes... to passing the
peace.
No... to the passive
voice, passive
aggression, and
passing gas.
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A Place For Pipes
by Lily Davis

Several weeks ago, residents
of Founders returned to their
halls after class and encountered
groups of unfamiliar men in
button-downs and khakis inexplicably wandering around the
building, congregating in commons, and filling up the stairways.
The men students spotted
around the building were engineers and maintenance personnel who were trying to figure
out how to best and most easily
install a sprinkler system.
“In the process of upgrading
and updating the heating and air
conditioning system of Founders, the need arose to bring the

building up to code by installing
a sprinkler system,” said Kevin
McAlvey, Resident Director of
Founders Hall.
As it turns out, the four closetlike quiet commons on the Belz
halls will be transformed into
hiding places for a maze of pipes,
instead of a place to store hall
relics, keep gaming consoles, and
— supposedly — study.
These experts decided that the
most effective way of installing
the system was to “run the pipes
through the areas of the Belz
halls that had been the quiet
commons of these halls,” said
McAlvey.
According to Corey Dupree,
the head of Covenant’s Facili-

ties Planning and Management
Department, an easily-accessible
space was needed to house the
new sprinkler system, and the
quiet commons in the Belz halls
happened to provide just the
right amount of space.
These four quiet commons will
be converted into “maintenance
rooms,” said Dupree, that will
hold the pipes for the sprinkler
systems and perhaps new air
conditioning units for the second- and third-floor lobbies.
From talking to Resident Assistants, it is clear that some halls
will feel this loss of a quiet commons more acutely than others.
Lyss Gorman, RA of Caledon,
said that the quiet commons on

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Rebekah Taft at rebekah.taft@covenant.edu.

her hall is mostly used as a storage space, but occasionally as a
quiet place for girls on her hall
to talk or read.
“Overall, though, I believe it's
much more important to have a
building that won't burn down
than a study space that a few
students might miss. Safety first!”
she said.
On Brethren, though, the quiet
commons are “definitely significant,” according to RA Kyler
Kaye.
“We use that space a lot,
especially for storage. Not having
a quiet commons means not having a place to put all of our hall
relics and various other important things,” said Kaye.
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Blues-Rock Shakes
by Greg Steele

“Didn’t think I’d make it to 22 years
old,” belts Brittany Howard, lead
singer of the Alabama Shakes,
in “Hold On,” the first track of
their debut album Boys and Girls.
Howard has definitely done more
than just make it to 22 (she’s now
23). She has also taken her bluesrock outfit from relative obscurity
to national fame in a little over a
year. The band formed in Athens,
Alabama, when Howard approached bassist Zac Cockrell in
high school psychology class and
asked him to play music with her.
They started playing gigs together,
and soon added drummer Steve
Johnson and guitarist Heath Fogg.
Eventually, the band got into a
Nashville recording studio and
recorded two songs. The songs

made their way around the music
community and led to an EP in
late 2011 and their full-length
record release this past week.
The band has captured their listeners’ hearts and support with their
honesty and energy. Howard has a
phenomenal stage presence, and the
band’s live shows are fast-paced and
energetic. Bluesy riffs behind soulful
lyrics have become the defining
style of the band. Whether rocking
out or slowing it down, the Shakes
have not only kept the attention of
past fans, but have also created quite
a following in the process.
The band’s signature sound that
has propelled them to the music
forefront does not transfer well
to the studio. On the album, the
riffs are cleaner, the music is more
thickly layered, and Howard’s voice
remains on pitch. All these seem-

Cliccoaching.wordpress.com

by Mitch Prentis

Over spring break, my housemate,
John Drexler, convinced me to play
through Myst, the now legendary
exploration puzzler from the early
‘90s, telling me that it would be a
life-changing experience. And so I
took him at his word and dropped
$4.99 in the App Store to load it up
on the iPad.

Those of you who have already
played through Myst will undoubtedly know where this review is
going; I don’t think a person can
complete this game and not have
vivid recollections of its many challenges. For those of you who haven’t
had the joy of experiencing Myst yet,
I’ll try to give the rundown without
spoiling any of the surprises.
Myst begins with a character dis-

ing benefits are actually the album’s
greatest shortcomings. The Shakes
have never sounded so crisp, but
they sacrifice the pure rawness that
listeners have grown to love. Their
live performances are much rougher,
and Howard’s vocals are gravelly
and sometimes off-pitch, but they
carry an earnestness that is missing
in the studio. Onstage, the Shakes
are themselves, raucous, pained,
exuberant, ugly, beautiful, yet always
real. In the album, the producers
have cleaned them up to make them
ready for their date with the radio.
Overall, the album is a solid
release. From the upbeat jam “Hold
On” that is the opening highlight of
the album to the mournful, wistful
“Boys and Girls,” the Shakes produce high quality lyrics and music
that their listeners have grown used
to hearing. There is not a single

song that on its own merit would
be considered a dud. Still, Boys and
Girls as an album fails to capture
the essence of the band. If you want

a true taste of the Alabama Shakes,
head over to npr.org and download
their live performance from SXSW.
That is what the they are all about.

orientedly finding himself on what
seems to be a deserted island. There
is no backstory or quick synopsis
to start the game, which ultimately
adds to the magic of the experience.
The gameplay of Myst takes place
through the player’s character, always
in the first-person point of view,
exploring Myst and its surrounding
islands, interacting with gears, levers,
sounds, and codes to solve a variety
of puzzles. As the player solves the
puzzles, little pieces of the story,
who he is as a character, where he is,
and what has happened to everyone
else, slowly unfold. This slow reveal
of the story is really the engine that
the game creators devised to keep
players hooked and moving forward.
And without spoiling anything, let
me just say that the big reveal and
climax at the end of the game is fully
worthy the tens of hours it will take
a player to get there.
The real beauty of the Myst experience is the lack of direction that the
game gives the player. The world
of Myst is full of complex machinery and gadgetry, and, as is quickly
learned, everything has to be used to
complete the puzzles of Myst. This

is why the game is so satisfying; it’s
just the player and a vast array of
mechanisms, changing tiny aspects to
see how the rest of the world reacts.
Many of the puzzles revolve around
classic physics and math; several times
in the game I found myself racking
my brain for formulas that I learned
in high school physics and calculus to
get through the game. And this isn’t
just because I have a slight bent towards the mathematical — the game
creators actually expect players to do
this sort of thing and have created the
tasks accordingly. And so, each time
the player figures out how to get to a
new island or discover the source of
power to a new machine, it feels like
a major accomplishment because he
really did figure it out all on his own.
If the above description of Myst
gameplay sounds daunting, don’t let it
dissuade you from giving it a try. The
game, at least the iOS version, comes
with a built-in clue guide for those
moments when the player really has
spent hours trying to figure out what
to do next and still can’t quite figure
it out. These gentle clues can softly
point the player to subtle details he
may have overlooked that are essen-

tial to finishing the puzzle. But try to
consult the clues as little as possible;
there’s nothing quite as satisfying as
figuring it out all by yourself.
One piece of advice that I will
give to anyone attempting Myst:
have a notebook with you while
you play and write everything
down. And by “everything,” I really
mean everything. Color patterns,
sounds, shapes, and equations all
come back into play later on. I
took more notes during my week
of playing Myst than I have for an
entire semester of Global Trends.
Myst is a video game experience
unlike any other I have played before. The game taps into something
in the human psyche that craves exploration and creative problem solving. Myst may not be for everyone,
but for those who do play it, I can
guarantee that they won’t forget it.
So, as exams rapidly close in, give
yourself a break from the required
academic rigor and dive into a
virtual world that actually requires
thoughtful reflection. There have
certainly been worse ways to spend
$5 during your Covenant career;
you won’t be disappointed.

A Play Through Myst

Vol. 58.26

The Bagpipe

Arts: 5

The Lorax Movie
by Andrew Mollenkof

As a child, Dr. Seuss was one of
my favorite writers, and All the
Things You Can Think was one
of my favorite books. Seuss’s
rhymes still amuse me to this
day; in fact, the only Christmas
tradition I have every year is to
watch the cartoon version of
How the Grinch Stole Christmas.
So naturally, when a second cartoon version of The Lorax came
out in theaters I wanted to see
it. The new Lorax may, in many
ways, not resemble Dr. Suess’s
original story, but it still ends up
being an enjoyable film.
If you are a die hard fan of the
book, the movie might not be for
you, since it adds to the original, and expands the familiar
story. The movie, like many other
book-to-film adaptations, lacks
some of the panache that the
original did. That said, the movie
does have its own sort of charm.
The story is set in the incredibly polluted town of ThneedVille. The town is so obsessed
with manufactured things that
they end up developing a serious

pollution problem. The air quality
is so bad that the villainous town
mayor, Aloysius O’Hare, makes
all his money by selling clean
bottled air. There are no trees or
any other natural things in the
town; instead they have been replaced by plastic inflatable plants.
Our story begins when Ted Wigguns sets out to find a tree, a real
one, not a plastic replica.
Ted’s love interest, his beautiful neighbor Audrey, wants more
than anything to see a real tree.
Ted, being the romantic that he
is, sets out to find a tree at any
cost. This quest sends him out
to find the Once-Ler who was
the original man that caused the
destruction of the trees. Ted ends
up on a flowing adventure that
searches for love, fights industrialism and tells the story of the
mysterious Lorax.
The Lorax as a character is used
to voice the environmental concerns that Dr. Seuss had. The film
is all about how the destruction
of trees has ruined the world and
the lives of the people in ThneedVille, even if they don’t realize it.
The beauty of the world that the

Once-Ler destroyed is extravagant
compared to the wasteland he
created. This environmental difference is central to the whole story
and intentionally tries to prompt
viewers to examine the way we
interact with the environment in
the real world. Even though the
movie does depart from the book
Seuss wrote, it did convey the
story’s ideas quite aptly.
Quirky characters and pretty
animation makes The Lorax
entertaining even though as a
whole it seems more suitable for
children. The Once-Ler is amusing as a hermit and his narration
of the destruction of the trees is
superb. The trees in the movie
are beautifully animated and
eye-catching. The movie would
have been a true hit if not for
the cheesy songs and the not-sogreat villain, Aloysius O’Hare.
Overall, The Lorax is a fun yet
somewhat superficial movie
despite trying to deal with the
serious issue of environmental
destruction.

A Little Talk About Divas
by Jamison Shimmel

The pop industry is back in
business. Both hipsters and
mainstream lovers listen to artists
like Enrique Iglesias, Katy Perry,
Rihanna, and Nicki Minaj. The fan
bases for these artists are growing
daily on Twitter and Facebook.
Justin Bieber has his “beliebers”
and Gaga her “little monsters.”
So no matter what people think,
everyone can agree that pop artists
have increasingly large followings today. However, here is my
question about all of it: is the pop
industry filled with artists or autotuned wannabes?
Artists like Blondie and Cyndi

Lauper made it to the top in the
‘80s as a result of talent and good
voices, not solely on sex appeal and
outrageous public appearances.
All our generation has to offer
are music videos of scantily clad
artists writhing around in body
paint and glitter to club beats and
auto-tuned tracks which vaguely
resemble their voice.
For example, Ke$ha is one of
today’s worst vocalists because,
truthfully, she cannot sing; think
about her hits “Tik Tok” and “We
R Who We R.” It’s all auto-tuned.
Britney Spears is notorious for
lip-syncing and having horrible
live performances. Her fame lies
in the real-life emotional roller

coaster ride so many tabloid readers follow.
However, there is hope. Not
every artist is doomed to the same
reputation of Ke$ha and Britney.
One of today’s best examples of a
true pop artist is Lady Gaga. Having both raw talent and a unique
approach to music, Gaga has
become one of the biggest stars
in the industry with the intention of staying for a long time.
Many criticize her artistry based
on her bizarre fashion and public
appearances (remember her egg
show at the grammys?). Don’t get
me wrong, I think she’s insane;
however, if you take the time to do
some research and focus more on

her actual music rather than her
public image, your opinion may
change.
Gaga has her roots in both jazz
and rock, performing in New York
nightclubs as the lead singer of the
Stefani Germanotta Band. She describes her influences being artists
such as Queen and David Bowie,
not cheap pop stars like those of
today. As a performer, Gaga is
undeniably one of the best. She
made a vow never to lip-sync and
has kept her word, giving some of
the most incredible vocal performances. In my opinion, what
makes her a true artist is not only
the fact that she has incredible
showmanship, but also that she is

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Walter Somerville at walter.somerville@covenant.edu

a rock singer doing pop while still
appealing to millions all over the
world. She isn’t a fake depending
on auto-tune to carry her album.
Gaga will go down in the books as
one of the industry’s greatest pop
artists.
I believe the pop industry has
lost what it means to be a real
artist. It relies on young men and
women with sex appeal and the
potential for a huge fan base in order to sell more records. If an artist
cannot give a live performance
worth the money their audience is
paying to watch, they are not a real
artist. A true artist makes music,
not auto-tuned garbage.
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Unsuccesful Presidential Runs
by Thomas Holcombe

As last week’s verdict correctly
predicted, here is an article on
Rick Santorum dropping out of
the Republican nomination race.
With presidential primary elections, there is a lot of inside-baseball
details that are usually hidden from
the casual political observer. After
the nomination race ends, what
becomes of the failed presidential
hopefuls? Furthermore, Mitt Romney was considered the frontrunner
from the very beginning, and with
Santorum dropping out of the race,
Romney’s accession to the throne of
Republican flag-bearer is inevitable.
Why is this the case, and did the
Republican party need the primary
to nominate Romney?
Long-shot candidates such as
Ron Paul, Rick Santorum, Herman
Cain, and Jon Huntsman enter the
race for one of several reasons. The
first is that they are giving a voice
to an issue that they think needs to
be represented in the race. Think of
Ron Paul and his libertarian view

of government. Another reason is
that entering a presidential race
immediately gets one’s name out
there into the mainstream. Not
many people had heard of Huntsman, Santorum, or Cain before the
race, but now those have generated
much recognition, post-primary.
With name-recognition comes
lecture circuits and lucrative
speaking fees. These speaking fees
can be as much as $100,000 per
speech at conventions and other
locations. Name recognition also
allows a former candidate to sit on
boards of corporations. In politics,
connections are everything, and
running for president allows a
candidate to meet business leaders
and government officials. Corporations love these connections
and pay big money to have former
candidates sit on their boards. Of
course, if a candidate exited the
contest under a cloud of scandal
(i.e., Herman Cain) this is probably not the next step.
A third reason for Romney’s nomination is that a first-time presidential

primary can be a training ground for
future aspirations. Think Reagan in
1976 and Romney in 2008. Primaries
serve to hone a candidate’s message
and polish his or her delivery.
What did this primary season accomplish? When Romney
entered the contest in April 2011,
many political pundits declared
the primary already over. He possessed the money, organization,
and endorsements common to
previously successful nomination
runs. Furthermore, his opponents
split the conservative vote. Tim
Pawlenty, Michelle Bachman,
Cain, Gingrich, and Santorum all
vied for the same voting constituencies, and none could really
coalesce all of the conservatives
around one person. But surprises
and upsets do occur. Elections,
like sporting events, are not won
on paper but on the playing field.
When Santorum surged in December and won Iowa on Jan. 3,
the pundits were shocked.
For Romney, the primaries
sharpened his message and forced

him to clearly articulate his positions on tax policy, energy policy,
and healthcare. They forced him to
the right to hedge against attacks
from Santorum and Gingrich.
Many think the primaries hurt
Romney with various voting
groups such as women and Hispanics. However, I think that there
is plenty of time for him to lay out
how his policies and positions can

help these groups.
Presidential primaries are interesting processes, and though they
can be tedious at times (think of the
umteenth debates that we had to
suffer through), they help to shape
and define candidates. Time will tell
what will become of the unsuccessful presidential hopefuls, but I have
a feeling Santorum, Cain, Pawlenty,
and others will be heard from again.

ters to them is that they fill their
chapel requirement, not that they
come and worship with the rest
of the student body. Don’t get
me wrong here. I am not trying
to be self-righteous in relation
to those who skip. I am simply
attempting to clear up a misunderstanding about who is making
mandatory chapel a joke.
Furthermore, we should be
careful of arguing for worshiping
only when we feel led to. I agree
that the only truly consciencebinding worship required of
us is on Sundays. If Mr. Myers
thinks the college is binding our
consciences over chapel attendance, that is a separate issue.
However, it is not quite accurate
to say we should not worship
unless we “feel” it. Should we
skip our daily devotions if we
don’t feel like doing them? That

argument can lead to some very
harmful conclusions. Often
when we don’t feel like doing
something is exactly the time we
should be doing it. For instance,
we are not to think our marriage
commitments are nullified if we
don’t feel like loving our spouses.
Worship is not about our own
emotional or spiritual experience. Yes, God wants us to desire
to worship and glorify him. But
worship really means recognizing
someone’s worth. In that context
God is ultimately worthy and
therefore demands our worship no matter how we may feel
about him. God demands the
worship of all humanity whether
they love and believe in him or
not. That is not to say that God
doesn’t care about our heart attitude. The Bible clearly points out
that God desires a contrite heart

rather than sacrifice. But that
does not mean if our hearts are
not right we should stop bringing sacrifices. When Jesus was on
earth he rebuked the Pharisees
for their outward show of tithing when their hearts were not
humble before him. The solution
was not, however, to stop the
tithing. His point was that they
should continue tithing without
neglecting a penitent heart.
I agree with Mr. Myers that we
should not be complaining about
the chance to worship the Savior
we profess. It is important too
for non-believing students to be
exposed to the Gospel continually. Just because some people
are hardened by the preaching of
the Word, that doesn’t mean we
should all shun hearing it. The
same sun that melts wax hardens
clay. If someone misuses an op-

portunity to their detriment, the
opportunity is not to blame. The
person bears the responsibility. I
also feel that making chapel optional will produce a lot of judgmental attitudes among students.
Some will feel self-righteous
because they choose to attend,
while others may feel inferior
if they cannot fit it into their
schedule. I’ve already heard tense
comments over students that attend RUF, which some consider
“non-mandatory chapel.” While
we are allowed to critique college
policies, I think we should keep
in mind that the people who
made these rules undoubtedly
put considerable thought into
what would be most beneficial
for the student body. They cannot
be responsible for sinful or hypocritical reactions among students.
They answer to God as do we.

Current.com

Response to Required Chapels
by Joanna Gangar

After reading Mr. Myers’ article
on mandatory chapel, I thought
a few points were worth noting.
From what I understand, many
people feel that the phrase “mandatory chapel” is a contradiction
in terms. Mr. Myers argues that
worship must come from the
heart and therefore to require
it makes hypocrites of us. He
writes that “mandatory chapel
turns worship into a requirement
— a box to be checked, a card
to be swiped.” That is a slight
misunderstanding. I’m sure we
would all agree that card swiping
is simply a way to keep students
accountable and by no means
reduces the worship itself. The
students who scan and skip are
the ones who are reducing it to a
box to be checked. All that mat-
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Probing the Trayvon Martin Case
by Andrew Mollenkof

Few media stories are able to
spark the nation's interest like
the killing of Trayvon Martin
has. On February 26, George
Zimmerman shot Trayvon dead.
This shooting seems to generate new headlines from many
different media sources every
day. Reactions have varied but
many news sources have unfairly demonized Zimmerman
by painting him as some sort of
monstrous racist when his motives are so uncertain. I think that
it is important to carefully ask
whether race was an issue while
trying to be fair to the events
that the police are certain about.

Trayvon Martin was a teenager
on his way back from a grocery
store when neighborhood watch
captain Zimmerman left his car
to confront Trayvon for suspicious behavior. The confrontation got physical and ended with
Trayvon dead from a gunshot
wound. Zimmerman perhaps
only thought that Trayvon was
“suspicious” because he was black
and also had his hoodie covering
his head. I am not going to make
claims that the reason Trayvon
is dead is solely because of race.
Personally, I do think race did
play a part, but bear in mind that
is my opinion.
The events surrounding the
shooting on that night will never

be fully known. What is known
is that a fight did take place between Trayvon and Zimmerman.
There is evidence that Trayvon
may have caused Zimmerman
to fear for his life; Zimmerman
did go to the doctor for a broken
nose. But this is only one side of
the story. The facts of the altercation are blurred and inconclusive,
which leads to the question of
why there was an altercation in
the first place.
Did Zimmerman get out of his
car to pursue Trayvon simply because Trayvon was black? Would
he have gotten out of the car to
follow Trayvon if he was white?
These are important questions to
ask. Are we afraid of black males

or black people in general? Am
I as an individual afraid of black
males? The answer for a lot of us
is probably in small ways “yes,”
even if we don’t want to admit
it. Americans and Christians
need to admit that racial reconciliation is going poorly in our
country.
Being a biracial person, I
have faced both sides of racism from blacks and whites. I
am not saying that I understand
what it is to be white or black
because I’m neither. I do know
that at separate times in my life
I have wished that I could just
be either white or black. Because
of my race, I am very sensitive
to racial issues and racial rec-

onciliation. In the case of the
shooting of Trayvon two things
must be noted: one life was lost
that night and another ruined.
Racism affects everyone. We
all wake up in the morning and
deal with the race we were given.
There is nothing we can do to
change that, but we can change
the way we interact with people
who are different from ourselves.
Race issues can’t be ignored.
When a kid ends up dead for
being “suspicious” in the wrong
neighborhood, we all have to ask
ourselves what our own personal
prejudices are and whether our
own attempts at racial reconciliation are anywhere near “good
enough.”
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Trending
by Peter Wilkerson

As the school year rolls to a close the
spring sports find themselves in full
swing. It’s time to check in on each
team and see what’s TRENDING.
Baseball: Rolling with Rollins
The senior third baseman has been
on an absolute tear so far this year.
James has been hitting at a ridiculous
.492 clip so far this year, and reaching base at a .559 rate. To put that
in perspective, the best hitters in the
majors are lucky if they hit .350 and
get on base at a .450. The senior has
also batted in 21 runs and launched
3 homeruns in the season.
Softball: Best Record of the Spring
The Lady Scots boast a 19-14
record on the season. Their 19
wins are the most of any Covenant
spring sport. With just a few
games left in the regular season,
look for the wins to keep coming.
Women’s Tennis: Desperation Day
On April 10 the Lady Scots traveled to Salem College. This trip was
unlike any other for the women.
Due to untimely injuries, the Ladies
found themselves severely undermanned, and had to add some late
additions to the team. Thanks to
Lulu Johnson, Tatum Daniel and
Aften Whitmore, the Lady Scots
not only kept the match, they won!
Men’s Tennis: The Hirte Locker
Senior men’s tennis player John
Hirte has led the men’s team well
this year. He is 9-2 in singles
matches, and has yet to lose one in
conference. He doesn’t just roll solo,
though, and has totaled 8 wins in
doubles matches this year. For his
efforts John Hirte has already been
named the GSAC Player of the
Week for both singles and doubles.
Golf: The Reeder Cup
The Scots were able to finish third at
the Reeder Cup behind LaGrange
College and the University of Mobile.
The Scots were led by Trey Patterson
who came in fourth individually and
Alex Mostellar who fired a 72 on the
second round and finished fifth overall.

Abbey Rice

Stand-Ins Save the Day
by Grace Mullaney

Covenant’s transition to Division
III athletics was almost jeopardized last week when the women’s
tennis team realized they did not
have enough tennis players for
their match against Salem College
on Wednesday, April 11.
In 2009, Covenant College was
accepted as a provisional member
by the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) Division
III. This year Covenant is making
the exciting official transition to
Division III. As a part of this transition, each sport must continue
to meet certain requirements. The
women’s tennis team is required to
play 10 matches with six players
who play the whole match.
Last week, as the women’s tennis team prepared for their match,
they realized they were in danger
of failing the 10-game requirement. “Prior to last Wednesday,
we had played six matches,” said
freshman Gretchen Rowe. Knowing they would only be playing three more games (this past

Saturday and Tuesday), the team
knew they couldn’t forfeit to Salem. More than a matter of pride,
the team realized this game might
mean the difference between
entering the NCAA Division III
and having to postpone the move
for a year.
The issue came to a head when
the girls on the tennis team realized how many of their players
wouldn’t be able to make it to the
game. “Only three of the current
players could go to the Salem
match,” said junior tennis player
Anne Marie Rowe. “The rest of
the team couldn’t come because
of injuries or because of school
commitments.” That left the three
players who could come to the
match with a choice: forfeit, or
find people willing to become tennis players for a day.
Not willing to give up without a
fight, the girls searched endlessly
for qualified women to join the
team for the match. “The night
before, we went through nearly
every single girl on Great Scots to
find out if they have ever played

tennis,” said Gretchen. Miraculously, the Rowe sisters gathered
three women willing to play for
the team. LuLu Johnson agreed
to play, having never played a
game of tennis in her life. Aften
Whitmore joined the team in spite
of limited tennis experience, and
the final substitute player Tatum
Daniel agreed to play just an hour
and a half before the team left for
the match. “We just needed bodies
on the court,” Anne Marie said.
In the midst of the hustle and
bustle, senior tennis player Stephanie Sizemore had agreed to play
with an ankle injury. “I couldn’t
let the team down,” Sizemore
said. Before even beginning rehab,
Sizemore left for the match with
her ankle wrapped, ready to take
on Salem College.
A 15-passenger van took a
whopping carload of six women
to Salem College for the match,
only adding to the humor of the
sporting adventure. Sophomore
Aften Whitmore was excited and
nervous about the match. “I got
there and saw a huge tennis player
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and thought, ‘that’s who I’m gonna
have to play,’ and sure enough — I
was matched up in singles with
this girl who looked like the third
Williams sister.” Whitmore went
on to win her doubles match as
Sizemore’s partner, but lost to “the
third Williams sister” in singles.
“We weren’t expecting to win
at all,” said Gretchen, but in
true underdog-Remember-theTitans-feel-good-sports-movie
fashion, the Lady Scots pulled
ahead, sweeping Salem in doubles
and winning all but two singles
matches. The score was 7-2 overall.
What could have been devastating for the Lady Scots tennis team
and Covenant athletics as a whole
was turned into a display of the
Lady Scots’ ingenuity, perseverance, and victory in the face of
adversity. “I don’t want to say we
saved the entire athletic program,
but we kind of saved the entire
athletic program,” Whitmore
joked. The Lady Scots completed
their 10-game requirement this
past Tuesday in a match against
LaGrange College.

