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by Garrison Dale

Last week, Lebron James was
honored with the acquaintance of
one of Covenant’s seniors, the one
and the only Nate Drexler. The
two stars met while Drexler was
in Orlando covering the NBA allstar week for TrueHoop network,
ESPN.com’s NBA blog.
Drexler is currently a contributor for TrueHoop network, a writer for Magicbasketball.net, and the
host of the video blog series, “Nate
Drexler is Tracking.”
His career has come a long way
in only a few years. Drexler started
as a sports journalist in 2005,
writing for the Chattanoogan.
com, covering local high school
basketball. He also ran a basketball
related blog called trapthecorners.
wordpress.com and served as the
sports editor of the Bagpipe in
2009.
Now, Drexler is trolling NBA
locker rooms with a camera, getting interviews as a TrueHoops
contributor and his work is showing up on ESPN.com.
Drexler got his foot in the
door at ESPN through a series
of fortunate events. It started
when NBA editor Kevin Arnovitz
Continued on page 2News

by Wynn Bennett

Spring Break

Ron Brown

Break on Impact trip in London.

Around the World
by Grace Sharrar

Just hours after their last midterm exams, crews of Covenant
students boarded planes to spend
their spring breaks in one of four
places: Haiti, London, Clarkson,
Georgia, and the Yakama Indian
Reservation.

These Break on Impact trips
happen each spring break at
Covenant and are organized by
Covenant’s chapel department.
“It is my hope that these trips
will encourage students to be
lifelong participants in the global
work of the gospel,” said Chaplain Aaron Messner.

RUF Campus Minister Ron
Brown agreed, saying, “I hope
they will be motivated for
evangelism, given training in
evangelism, have opportunities
to share their faith and be part of
God's work in reaching the lost
for Christ.”
Continued on page 2News

With spring around the corner
and the end of the school year
looming ahead, students’ minds
are beginning to think past class
schedules, tests, and homework,
and focus on the next big question: What will I do this summer? At Covenant, students go
about getting summer internships in several different ways.
The Center for Calling and
Career (CCC), located in Carter
103 and run by Anthony Tucker
and Leda Goodman, provides
career services to Covenant
students and alumni. The CCC
is dedicated to helping students
discover and boldly pursue their
calling in the world.
“If you want to get information on a job or an internship, go
to the CCC — you will come out
encouraged and hopeful about
future vocational contingencies,”
said sophomore Jimmy Myers, an
office assistant for the CCC.
Through the CCC, students
make use of individual meetings with the staff, career testing,
workshops, seminars, and opportunities to meet with recruitContinued on page 2News
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Break on Impact
Continued from front page
Brown explained that these trips
are not just set up for the benefit
of Covenant students. Brown also
makes sure that the team of Covenant students will benefit the ministry during its short time working
with them. “Part of my decision
in picking a particular ministry to
work with is asking them pointblank if our presence will be a net
gain for them in terms of the time
they invest in us.”
Port-au-Prince, Haiti
This year, Chaplain Messner
led a team of Covenant students
on the trip to Port-au-Prince,
Haiti. Originally the team was
planning to help out on some
construction projects with a local outreach ministry. However,
due to complications, they were
unable to work on that specific
project. Instead the group built
a storage unit so that tools and
supplies could be safely kept for
future projects.
The group also ministered to
the community. When a small
group from the team was walking
around, they came across a building. “The building ended up being a voodoo temple and we had
an opportunity to speak with the
voodoo priest. He tried to explain
the core principles of voodoo to
us and we had an opportunity
to briefly share the gospel with
him,” said Chaplain Messner.
Yakama Indian Reservation
Music professor Brandon
Kreuze and admissions representative Amy Smith accompanied
a group six of students to the
Yakama Indian reservation in
Eastern Washington. The team
worked with Sacred Road Ministry helping out with children’s

Bible clubs and working on
homes that need repairing.
London, England
The London trip was led by
Ron Brown and former Covenant professor Dr. Henry
Krabbendam, who took a group
of nine Covenant students. They
worked with New Life Church
in their outreach to Muslims,
Hindus, and Sikhs in an area of
London that is largely Indian
and Pakistani in population.
The students received training
and encouragement in evangelism from Dr. Krabbendam.
Along with evangelical training the students learned about
the Muslim, Hindu, and Sikhs
religions, visiting temples and
speaking to Muslim Imam.
One member of the team, Anna
Carlson, described her experience
in a Hindu Temple, where she
was able to share the Gospel with
a Hindu woman. “She told me
she came to the temple for peace,
but when I asked her if she had
real peace, she said no one can.
The Lord opened the door for me
to tell her about the real peace
that can only be found in Jesus,
God's Son,” she said.
Clarkston, Georgia
Another group went to
Clarkston, GA, a small suburb
near Atlanta, to work with the
World Relief refugee resettlement organization. Senior Anna
Wiersema explained that about
120 different languages are
spoken in this small suburb. Part
of the purpose of this trip was
to help the missions organize,
sort, and clean donated items.
The other part was involvement
with worship and interacting and
ministering to the refugees.
“It really showed me on a
deeper level how necessary it is as
followers of Christ to enter into
the sufferings of the vulnerable,
live alongside them, and share our
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heard a song by Jumbling Towers,
Drexler’s St. Louis-based band,
and emailed them asking to clarify
a lyric. Drexler wrote back, told
Arnovitz he was familiar with his
work, and established a connection. TrueHoop eventually wrote
about Jumbling Towers, and they
got to play at an ESPN event in
Boston because of the exposure.
Next, Drexler found out that the
Orlando Magic blogger needed
to take on a guy to contribute his
TrueHoop blog. “I said, ‘I want
that job!’ He said, ‘It’s unpaid! Do
you have any clips?’ I said, ‘Yes!
I have an NBA blog that I run!’”
said Drexler, rather dramatically.
From there, Drexler became a
writer for Magicbasketball.net,
one of TrueHoop’s affiliate sites
that covers the Orlando Magic,
where he currently published
2,000 to 3,000 words per week.
“It’s mostly analytical stuff put
into narrative form,” said Drexler.
TrueHoop bloggers like Drexler are featured on ESPN’s main
page ever so often. “They have
the Daily Dime, Five on Five. All
things I contribute to. Those are
kind of fun, because no matter
what you write, the comment
trolls try to rip you to shreds. It
thickens your skin a bit.”
Recently, Drexler has begun
contributing videos made with
the help of Fancy Rhino, a local
videography company run by Covenant graduates who are also his
cousins. “The TrueHoop editors
loved the quality, and commissioned me to start a series called
‘Nate Drexler is Tracking,’ where I
sit in a studio and talk shop about
whatever is happening in sports.”
A passionate love for the game
of basketball lies at the heart of
Drexler’s sports journalism. While

ers or visit career fairs, some of
which are arranged in Carter
Lobby. The aim is to help students find their career path and
continually make progress on it.
Whether searching for summer
internships or potential careers,
students work with the staff in
the center every step of the way.
Leda Goodman, Administrative
Assistant in the CCC, helps students prepare for the application
process in numerous ways. One
important part of the process she
helps students with is assembling
their résumés.
“Leda Goodman actively
works with students to make
their résumé truly professional,”
said Myers. “She has a lot of
experience in the business world,
so she provides really good advice and counsel to students.”
But working with Goodman is
just the first step. “Students start
with Leda, build up a resume,
and then work with Anthony for
further career guidance and help
with everything from internin St. Louis, he helped coach his
high school’s JV basketball team
just to stay around the game. “I
basically did everything I could to
stay in a gym up to and including
my crude career as a Covenant
Intramural champion,” he said.
Currently, Drexler is juggling
his growing journalism career
with school work, a job at a local
restaurant, and occasional contributions to the Bagpipe.
A history major, Drexler
believes that his discipline has
prepared him well for sports journalism. “We write a ton as history
majors, and learn how to support
what we’re saying concisely. That’s

ships to post-graduation jobs,”
says junior Grace Mullaney,
an office assistant at the CCC.
Anthony Tucker is the director
of the CCC and is responsible
for helping students investigate
their interests and connect with
potential employers or places for
further study.
“Anthony is a giant when it
comes to mentoring students,”
says Myers. “He works so hard
to provide all available and
pertinent internship information to students, helping them
get connected with relevant
employers and listening to their
concerns and questions.” Lindsay
Hoffman, a junior, secured a 15
month internship through the
help of the Center. “The CCC
helped me establish connections
with local businessmen,” says
Hoffman. “Without Anthony’s
guidance, I would not have
known about this opportunity.”
Making connections with
businesses in one’s area of study
is a good way to catch the eye of
potential employers, and utilizing
the resources in the CCC can certainly help students be prepared
with a résumé and confidence in
their chosen career field.
the key to getting published on
ESPN. Our editors remind us
regularly to trim it down, as do our
history professors.”
Ultimately, Drexler attributes
his success to more than opportunism and luck. “I’d be a fool not
to recognize God’s plan in all of
this. I dropped out of Covenant
in 2003 and again in 2005 to play
with this band. The band hasn’t
made me a millionaire rock star,
but I would have never segued into
a position at ESPN without it.
And simultaneously, I’m about to
graduate from the place I dropped
out of twice.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
It’s time to put on your big boy pants and become a man.
- Dr. Davis in Epistomology
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Covenant’s president-elect Dr.
Derek Halvorson sat down with
the Bagpipe on Friday afternoon.
He had 48 new friend requests
and 324 messages over the course
of the day, he said, when he
slipped a glance at his phone. But
he gave us half an hour to chat
with him just as he was absorbing
all of the festivities of the day.
Why did you feel comfortable leaving Providence for Covenant?

Grant Thomas

Walter Somerville

Dr. Halvorson Sits Down with the Bagpipe

Distribution

Faculty Advisor
Cliff Foreman
For inquiries or comments, contact

Adrienne Belz at bagpipe@covenant.edu.
This is a Covenant College student publication
The views expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect those of the College or the student body.

There are several other reformed
colleges searching for presidents.
The one place we knew we’d be interested in going to was Covenant
College. It’s because of Covenant’s
theological commitments, Covenant mission, and the impact
that Covenant has had on my life
and has had on our life as a family.
It’s because of my deep affection
for the PCA, and it’s because this
is a place where our family really
flourished. And those were all the
factors that made us say, “Well,
that’s the one job that if someone
came, we would be willing to talk
about that.” Also, the consistency
of ethos and mission made it easy
to say, “Well, if there was ever a
place I was gonna go, it would be
back to Lookout Mountain.”
If there was a merger between the

two schools, how much of a factor
was Providence’s financial situation
in the decision?
The goal of Providence’s founders
was to establish a reformed college on the West Coast. The first
way they tried to do it was through
an extension campus with another
school. Their second plan was, “If
we can’t get someone else to do it,
we’ll do it ourselves. And we need to
hurry up and do it because the longer we wait, the harder it will be to
do it.” It’s a hard thing to do on your
own, and if they could be partnered
with an older, like-minded institution, it would be a great arrangement
for us. And they have always have
felt that they have something to offer
to a sister institution by virtue of being a West Coast location and access
to a city. I think those are two huge
benefits that Covenant’s board and
administration will have to consider
as they evaluate this thing.
Could you explain what you’re
thinking about concerning the
presidency of Covenant, regardless
of what happens with Providence?
I don’t think that Covenant/Providence conversation could happen
if anyone else was coming into this
role. I don’t have the same learning
curve that someone coming from
the outside world would have, which
is good. I won’t have to spend a lot
of time learning people’s names and

learning where things are. The same
is true at Providence. That relieves a
lot of pressure for me in the midst of
this discussion and if I had to learn
everything from scratch, it wouldn’t
work. Even if that exciting conversation weren’t in the mix, I would be
thrilled to come back to Covenant.
We have a great faculty, we have
a great administration. You have
unique students — a healthy institution. It’s a tremendous opportunity
to come in and build on that. And
Lord willing, I won’t get hit by a
bus, maybe I can be a long term guy.
Having a long stable presidency accelerates development.
What’s your first priority?
That wood paneling in the President’s office [laughs]. One of the
first things that I want to do is
spend some time with faculty and
understand what their vision is for
the future of the institution and
what their concerns are. Now, I say
that, but over the first six months,
I’ll probably be going to talk to
alumni on an alumni tour. And I
want to know what they hope or
dream for Covenant College. A
lot of them want to send their kids
and grandkids here, and so one of
my first priorities is listening.
Will rules stay the same here or will
we mold to Providence?
Yeah, Covenant is the big kid in

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editor Rebekah Taft at rebekah.taft@covenant.edu.

that scenario. I expect that what
Covenant does will continue.
What is your attitude towards
pranks?
I like a good prank that does no
harm. I’m not excited about pranks
that hurt people or end up costing
the college a lot of money.
What’s one fun memory you have
of Covenant?
Troy Duble and I were roommates
our freshman year. I had the worst
GPA of my entire life the spring
semester sophomore year I lived
with Troy Duble. We didn’t have
class until after lunch so we would
sleep in until 11 each day. It was so
counterproductive, but I was teasing
Troy about the fact that I have a great
picture of when I scored a goal my
sophomore year against Tennessee
Wesleyan. So I scored a goal, so you’d
think I’d get to celebrate me scoring a
goal, but instead, Troy was so excited
that he came running and jumped up
in the air and suddenly I’m carrying
him around after I scored the goal
and I was like, “What’s going on?”
… I also still get together physically
with four guys I lived with on the
Ghetto who I played soccer with.
We get together to enjoy each other’s
company and for accountability.
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Machinarium

Machinarium.net

Bastion is worth a look for the story and
unique narration alone, but thankfully, the
game-play is absolutely spot-on as well.
The Kid is a force to be reckoned with due
to robust upgrade system and a ridiculous
amount of tools at your disposal. Each
weapon can be tweaked and upgraded
with raw materials found throughout the
different levels. It is an extremely customizable system, and it never punishes you
for experimenting.
Bastion proves that videogames can be
artistic and engaging, while still being
fun. If you enjoy beautiful art or well told
stories, you would be doing yourself a disservice to miss out on Bastion.
Available on Steam for PC and Xbox
LIVE

yet endearing, robots one meets has its
own personality and way of moving.
Machinarium is an utter delight to play,
and anyone, not just gamers, can enjoy it.
Even if the puzzles prove too puzzling,
a well implemented hint system makes
sure that the player will be able to make it
through.
Avaliable on Steam for PC and Apple Appstore for iPhone and iPad

Braid

Gawker.com

A New Take on Gaming
by Walter Somerville

Here are three indie video game masterpieces to take your mind off of the
dredges of your schoolwork.
1. Bastion - A beautiful storybook tale
about the end of the world.
In Supergiant Games’ debut release, "The
Kid" wanders the watercolor wasteland
of a world ravaged by an event only
known as the Calamity. As he searches
for answers and anyone who survived the
apocalypse, he stumbles upon a mysterious safe-haven known as the Bastion. The
journey that follows spans many beautiful
vistas and includes an endearing cast of
characters. I won't spoil any of the story's
twists and turns, which are fantastic; I
will say, however, that I connected with
this game on an emotional level similar to
some of the better novels I have read.
While the story is good on its own,
more than anything else, it is the game's
amazing use of narration that draws a
person into the world of Bastion. Every
action one takes and decision he makes
is fully narrated by a man named "The
Stranger," whose silky-smooth voice is the
very definition of cool. He is the glue that
holds the story and game-play together,
and though he may not be the protagonist, he is without a doubt the star of the
show.

2. Machinarium - A quirky puzzle game
with breathtaking artistic design
For those who aren't interested in action games, Machinarium might just be
your cup of tea. The story of Machinarium
follows a small robot through a strange
world which is full of quirky characters
and beautiful vistas.
Each location is meticulously hand
painted, and the details will absolutely
knock your socks off. Birds made up of
discarded scrap, bolts, and springs fly off
when you move your cursor too close to
them; little touches like this litter each
and every place you go. Each of the weird,

3. Braid - A time bending puzzle-platformer with a heart.
Braid, by Jonathan Blow, was one of the
first indie video games to achieve superstar status when it was released on the
Xbox LIVE Arcade in 2008. The premise
is simple. Tim, the protagonist, must save
a princess from a monster who has kidnapped her (it is more detailed than this,
of course, but this is its essence). If that
sounds familiar, perhaps you have played
any Super Mario game ever. The comparisons to the old Nintendo classic are
rampant. Braid is also a 2D platformer:
there are evil creatures whose heads you
must stomp upon, and there are many,
many secrets to be discovered. At the end
of each level, a dinosaur (like Mario's
Yoshi) comes out and utters the infamous
line from the first Mario game: "I'm sorry,
but the princess is in another castle."
Braid doesn't just mimic classic gaming trends; the game also uses them as a

springboard for its own innovations. Each
of the levels in Braid deals, in some way,
with time, its passage and its manipulation. In some levels, the player can rewind
time, while in others he can slow it down.
The further one gets in the game, the
more complex and strange the concept of
time gets, allowing for some incredibly
devious puzzles that will certainly put
your mind to the test.
If this all sounds daunting, it really isn't.
The game does a fantastic job of easing
the player into new concepts. One never
feels like the game is cheating the player
in some way. The satisfaction of figuring
out a long, exhausting puzzles undoes any
frustration the player may have had solving it.
While not a long game, Braid offers a
beautiful world, a charming narrative, and
some particularly creative puzzles. Its use
of time not only serves as a function of
the game-play, but it also causes players to
reflect on the passage of time in their own
lives (though such reflection certainly isn't
necessary for enjoying the game). A beautiful example of video games as interactive
art, Braid offers an experience that is both
thoughtful and challenging. But most importantly, the game is enjoyable the whole
way through.
Braid is available on PC, Mac, Linux,
Xbox 360, PS3
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Margot & the Nuclear
So and So’s Release New Album
by Sam Bestvater

I’ve always thought that the greatest
albums are the cohesive ones — collections of songs that share an identity, that
are tied together by more than the band
playing them. How an album is written
can have a profound effect on its sense of
unity. The process shouldn’t be dragged
out too long. Rot, Gut, Domestic, the latest
offering from Indianapolis indie-rockers
Margot & the Nuclear So and So’s, was
written over 26 days and recorded in
just 10. Suffering from chronic stomach
pain after a long US tour last spring, the
Nukes’ frontman, Richard Edwards, holed
himself up in Pismo Beach, CA, drank
copious amounts of booze, and began
frantically writing. The resulting album

has that sense of unity, and it might just
be a new peak for the band.
Those familiar with Margot will recall
that their first two albums, quirky and macabre, had employed orchestral instrumentation for a sophisticated traveling circus
of chamber-rock sounds. Then, with 2010’s
Buzzard, the band cut several members
and overhauled their style, moving toward
leaner, guitar-driven songs, which perplexed
many fans. The band just didn’t seem to have
a clear understanding of its new identity.
With Rot, Gut, Domestic it looks like the
Nukes have figured it out. The album feels
more comfortable with its twisted, feral harmonies and alcohol-induced riffs on tracks like
“Shannon,” “Prozac Rock,” “Fisher of Men,”
and “The Devil.” Fans of the old Margot will
be happy to hear stylistic elements from the

first two albums on tracks like
“Coonskin Cap,” “Frank Left,”
and the magnificently disturbing ballad “A Journalist Falls in
Love with Deathrow Inmate
#16.”
While writing Rot, Gut,
Domestic, Richard Edwards
took to calling the band’s
new style “panic pop,” referencing the album’s raw, overloaded guitars and twisted
characters. It sounds like
a better-read version of Daisy-era Brand
New, the Pixies, or maybe Radiohead on a
five-day bender. The production quality is
stellar, produced and engineered by John
Congleton, who has worked for everyone
from St. Vincent to Bono to Explosions in

the Sky. Rot, Gut, Domestic hits shelves on
March 20th.
Also, by the way, Margot & the Nuclear
So and So’s happen to love the AMC
television series Breaking Bad.

Breaking Bad: Putting the Good in Bad
by John Drexler

AMC television series Breaking Bad
chronicles the downward spiral of Walter
White, a brilliant chemist whose lackluster
life amounted to teaching high school science to bratty suburbanites in New Mexico.
When Walter discovers that he has inoperable lung cancer, he resorts to applying his
genius to cooking methamphetamine in
order to leave his beloved family with a sizable chunk of change after he dies.
The slow burn of Breaking Bad’s patient dialogue and the authenticity of its
characters’ pragmatic dismissal of morality
give tangible intensity to its intricate plot.
Through phenomenal acting and writing,
this story unfolds into a bleak but compelling picture of humanity.
Much like the rise of George Jung in
Blow or Frank Lucas in American Gangster, Walter’s rise to wealth within the
dog-eat-dog drug business is accompanied
by a fading sense of morality and a blurring
of ethical norms. Through the course of four
seasons (the show’s fifth and final season
will air later this year on AMC) each of
Walter’s decisions compound his complex
relationship with his family and community
and raise the stakes of his future decisions.
While accepting his well deserved Emmy
award for Lead Actor in a Drama Series in

Blirk.net

2009 (his second of three, consecutively),
Bryan Cranston, who plays Walter, said,
“Breaking Bad is just a show about a good
man who makes very bad decisions.” That’s
what makes the story so compelling: Walter
White is not a character from a Quentin
Tarantino film. He’s not a cool guy who
deals in backroom criminal antics for the
thrill of the ride; he is your depressed neighbor with family values and a good work
ethic. The American dream failed him, and
he’ll do anything to give his family a good
life, even at the cost of ruining himself.

A developing theme in the show is the
saddening path of destruction created by
Walter’s deception as compared to the similarly devastating portrayal of the relationships
surrounding the junkies who use his product.
Walter cooks a drug that dismantles family
relationships and stifles potential in good
people. Although he refuses to use drugs, he
simultaneously instills a deceptive rot in his
own relationship with the world around him.
What’s fascinating about the perfectly
orchestrated character development is the
clear sense of good and evil that exists in

every character. Sometimes, for seasons at
a time, you despise particular characters in
spite of their good intentions. Sometimes
you excuse crimes and atrocities committed by characters because of the practical
benefits gained by such actions. Therein lies
the brilliance of Breaking Bad: it pits the
viewer’s pragmatism against moral integrity
in the face of adversity.
Breaking Bad’s acting, writing, plot,
cinematography, and tasteful soundtrack are
reasons enough to watch the show. But as
my viewing companion Mitch Prentis (any
time you watch a great show, you need a
great viewing companion) had to keep reminding me, Breaking Bad is fundamentally
a character study. These other aspects are
tertiary to the intention of the writers. To
think that its immense strengths are merely
compliments to the splendid character
development is staggering.
Do not pass up on this triumph in cable
television. Frankly, it is painful to watch,
but its tragedies are not there for tragedy’s
sake. Breaking Bad is as artistically stunning
as it is philosophically challenging. Few,
if any, television shows hold a candle to
this patient, game-changing drama. It will
make you cry, it will keep you up at night,
but much like Walter’s relationship with
his family, you’ll learn that it is completely
worth the struggle.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Walter Somerville at walter.somerville@covenant.edu

Opinions: 6

The Bagpipe

Vol. 58.22

Maritime-executive.com

All We Have to Do Is Drill,Baby,Drill
by Thomas Holcombe

On January 26, 2009, shortly after
the inauguration of President
Obama, the average price for a
gallon of gas was a $1.84. Today,
that average is right around $3.80.
The average person, ages 20-54,
drives about 15,000 miles each
year. And if the typical gas mileage of the average vehicle is 20
miles per gallon, the total amount
of money spent on gas in 2009
per person was $1,380. Compare
that to 2012 gas prices, and that
number jumps to $2,850.
Now, I’m not going to pull
causation from correlation, but
over the course of Obama’s
administration, the price of gas
has risen far beyond inflation
and other normal adjustments.
I think it is safe to say that the
policies of President Obama
have failed to drive down fuel
costs. Indeed, Secretary of Energy Stephen Chu even admitted
recently that the administration’s
goal isn’t to decrease the price
of gas. In 2008, he called for gas
prices as high as those in Europe.
Fuel costs, behind labor costs,
form one of the largest categories
of expenditures for companies.

So logically speaking, wouldn’t
lowering fuel costs bring about
some economic recovery due
to decreased expenditures and
increased profit margins? When
companies have increased profit
margins, there is more money to
put towards expansion and hiring.
What does all this have to do
with drilling, you might ask?
Recently President Obama announced that because the US has
only two percent of the world’s
proven oil reserves, we need to
look for other energy sources. This
statement is only technically correct. Current studies estimate the
US share of proven, recoverable
oil at about 20 billion barrels of
oil. However, these estimates only
consider oil that is on land where
access has been granted to drill or
begin drilling. Much of our country’s plentiful natural resources
are in places where governmental
regulation has killed any chance
to drill. Places such as ANWR
(the Alaskan National Wildlife
Refuge), the Navel Petroleum
Reserve, federal waters in the
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans and
the Gulf of Mexico are off limits.
Estimates of the oil that could
be recoverable in the entire US is

more on par with 1.4 trillion barrels of oil, enough to satisfy our oil
needs for the next 200 years.
Additionally, as oil drilling
technology continues to improve,
our ability to extract more oil
from existing fields increases. We
really don’t know how much oil
lies within our borders. What’s
more is that we have even more
natural gas reserves than we
do oil reserves. With all of the
abundant natural resources that
we have, why has the price for a
gallon of gas risen almost $2.00
in three years? The answer is that
our president and his administration refuse to allow more
drilling by bottlenecking leases
and drilling permits while at the
same time signing off on bills
allowing for off-shore drilling
in Brazil. By denying American
companies the permits and rights
to drill [which, by the way, would
create real shovel-ready jobs] we
are voluntarily decreasing the
supply of oil on the market, thus
placing ourselves at the mercies
of Middle Eastern politics.
Also, the president recently
refused to back the Keystone XL
pipeline, a pipeline that would
run from the oil sands of Al-

berta to various refining stations
in the US, citing, among other
things, environmental concerns.
(It should be noted that we have
many other pipelines running
approximately the same distances
and in approximately the same
locations, and that the decision to turn down the pipeline
proposal would have had bipartisan support.) What would this
pipeline have done for America?
It would have provided more jobs
for its construction, as many as
20,000, some say. It would have
also provided a new source of oil
from our friendly neighbor to the
north that would have lowered
the price of gas to some degree.
Critics of oil drilling cite environmental concerns such the contribution of carbon dioxide emissions
to so-called climate change. Other
considerations raised are that we
are rapidly depleting our natural
resources and harming the environment on our way to acquiring them.
The first charge is easily deflected.
Critics would point to the Nissan
Leaf and the Chevy Volt as good
alternatives to oil-based cars. What
these critics fail to realize is the
electricity required to run these cars
primarily comes from coal-fired

plants. Furthermore, ethanol-based
fuels from corn or sugar cane have
been shown to burn less cleanly
and cause more engine deterioration than gasoline. As to the latter
consideration, I think the resources
that people know about are only
the proverbial tip of the iceberg. We
have only just begun to scratch at
the surface of our potential stores.
Of course, as good Christians,
we need to steward the gifts with
which God has entrusted us. Part
of that stewardship is good drilling
practices. Current practices include
techniques such as horizontal
drilling, whereby oil drills that are
clustered in one location can reach
oil fields hundreds of miles away.
Recommendations of driving
in moderation and carpooling are
good initiatives, but we shouldn’t
deceive ourselves when it comes
to oil and the price of gasoline.
In spite of all the resources and
opportunities available in the US,
we are holding ourselves captive
to the geo-political inclinations
of unfriendly nations simply because of bureaucratic regulations
and ideological considerations.
The price of oil and gas can come
down — all we have to do is
drill, baby, drill.
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TwoWrongs Don’t Make a Right: Response to Thomas Holcombe
by Z. Knuth & P. Walters

With the 2012 election season in
full swing, the Islamic Republic
of Iran has once again entered
the spotlight as a major foreign
policy issue. Iran persists in
developing a nuclear program
against the wishes of the United
States, Israel, and much of the
international community.
Israel claims that Iran is
enriching uranium with the goal
of creating a nuclear weapon
to wipe the Jewish state off the
face of the earth. They threaten
unilateral military action against
Iran if the international community fails to halt their program.
However, Iranian officials claim
that their nuclear program is
developing in accordance with
the standards set by the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT),
of which they are a member.
The Iranian regime has a substantial track record of human
rights violations and a history of
bloody conflicts, both internally
and with its neighbors. The US
would obviously have no desire
or reason to back such a government — which is why we stand
by our long time ally, the region’s
sole promoter of peace, justice,
and equality: Israel.
But this is a glaring inconsistency in our foreign policy, as

Israel also has a long and bloody
history of military aggression,
human rights violations, and an
unwillingness to cooperate with
the international community.
The refusal to cooperate with
international law dates back to
the very formation of the Israeli
state, with Israel holding onto
land mandated by the UN to
be part of the Palestinian state
in the UN Partition Plan of
1947. Israel went on to occupy
the remainder of this land in
the 1967 Six Day War. To this
day, Israel persists in building Jewish settlements on this
land in blatant violation of the
Fourth Geneva Convention. If
any of the surrounding nations attempted a similar move,
it would be met with strong
repercussions by the US, but
Israel, in each instance, receives
little more than a slap on the
wrist and continues to build
more settlements.
Books have been written
devoted to the extensive atrocities committed by the Israeli
government, but a few examples
stand out. First, there is the
tradition of drastic and disproportionate military responses to
protests and terrorist activity.
This can be seen throughout
the first and second Intifada,
the second of which featured

Palestinian casualties five times
those of the Israelis. In addition, there is the Israel Defense Forces’ (IDF) blatant use
of civilians as human shields
during operations in occupied
areas. The use of human shields
is a violation of the Geneva
Conventions and is a frequent
Israeli criticism of the Palestinian militant groups that
the IDF operated against in
Gaza. Yet it is apparently such
a cherished IDF practice that
the Defense Ministry (unsuccessfully) appealed its 2005 ban
by the Supreme Court of Israel
and continues to use it. Even
more commonplace are the everyday abuses heaped upon the
Arab residents of Israel and occupied Palestine. Evicting Arab
families in East Jerusalem and
bulldozing their homes to make
room for new Jewish suburbs is
a practice that evokes images of
the Second World War.
Furthermore, Israel’s own
nuclear program directly ignores
the international community,
circumventing the standards of
the NPT. The Israeli government
maintains a policy of strategic
“nuclear ambiguity,” refusing
to validate or deny accusations
of whether or not stockpiles of
nuclear weapons exist in the
country.

In 1966, Israeli Prime Minister
Levi Eshkol publicly stated, “Israel has no atomic weapons and
will not be the first to introduce
them into our region.” “Introducing” is understood by the Israeli
government to mean testing and
publicly declaring their existence.
However, possessing nuclear
weapons would not count as “introducing.” It is estimated by the
US government that Israel currently conceals between 75 and
400 nuclear weapons, in addition
to the capability for offensive
use of chemical and biological
weapons.
In 1996, the United Nations
General Assembly passed a
resolution declaring the Middle
East to be a nuclear-free zone.
One function of the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) is to promote this policy
in the region, ensuring that
it does remain nuke-free. But
Israel’s unwillingness to clear
up its “strategic ambiguity,” and
insistence on remaining a nonmember of the NTP, prevents
this policy from being effective.
Neighboring nations call for the
same sanctions and standards to
be applied to Israel if they are
indeed in possession of stockpiled weapons of mass destruction. This would require Israel
to open its nuclear facilities to

international inspection, exactly
what they demand from Iran.
In a press conference concerning US-Israeli relations, President Obama stated that “the
bond between our two countries
is unbreakable,” “our commitment to the security of Israel
is rock solid,” and “the United
States will always have Israel’s
back when it comes to Israel’s
security.” Yet he is also not ready
to take a diplomatic approach
to Iran’s developing nuclear
program off the table. This is a
contradiction in the President’s
approach to foreign policy that is
irreconcilable.
The application of a double
standard with regards to nuclear
weapons in the Middle East adds
to the region’s instability. If US
foreign policy desires to continue
promoting international regulations for developing peaceful
nuclear programs, it must be
willing to support extending
those regulations to all nations,
including Israel.
While allowing Iran to continue enriching uranium is a
serious regional risk, continuing
to support the unilateral military
actions and ignoring the human rights violations of Israel is
equally unproductive in promoting peace and stability in the
Middle East.
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Covenant’s

Rugby Club
Wins Match
by J. Chupp & E.Vitolins

Scott McKeon, captain of the Rugby Club

Naomi Belz

Who needs a football team
when you’ve got rugby?
The Covenant Rugby Club
began as a series of scrimmages
headed by senior Scott McKeon
last spring. The team has grown
to between 15 and 20 members,
and has impressed local crowds
in its preliminary exhibition
matches.
On February 25, the Covenant Rugby Club made history as they battled against the
Chattanooga Football Rugby
Club’s B team. From the very
first kick-off the Scots brought
a ferocity like that of a monsoon, and it was soon apparent
that they were more of a challenge than their opponents had
expected.
The men of Covenant had
trouble keeping away from
penalties early in the game, as
expected with a young team’s
first match, but they made up
for this lack of experience with
aggressive defense and good
tackling. Midway through the
first half, Covenant sophomore
Jimmy Meyers capitalized on a
Chattanooga fumble at midfield
and returned it to the house
for a try worth 5 points. Senior
John Egar kicked the 2-point
conversion to take a 7-0 lead.
The Scots made several good
offensive drives throughout the
rest of the game but were not
able to score again. Fortunately,
the sturdy Covenant defense
held on, and the mountain men
emerged victorious from their
inaugural match.
The Rugby Club continues to
grow with hopes of joining the
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Mid-South Rugby Union next
semester. After that transition,
they will be eligible to compete
against regional clubs for the
championship. This semester
the Scots only have one more
confirmed opponent: our old
foe, the dastardly lions of Bryan
College. If you were disappointed when the Covenant vs. Bryan
soccer games were cancelled
indefinitely last year, Saturday is
your chance to fulfill your longing for a taste of the old rivalry.
Covenant Rugby captain
Scott McKeon continues to
push the team to physical and
mental readiness to take Bryan
on. Bryan’s team was established
in 2004, but the Scots hope to
make up for inexperience by
playing with heart and resilience. The game will certainly
be a grudge match as an old
rivalry is rekindled, and the
Rugby Club would love to have
the support of the student body
as they take revenge on the
thorn in Covenant’s side.
McKeon, the team captain,
describes the upcoming game
as “a friendly match, to give us
something to look forward to.”
It’s also a time for the rest of
us to bring some serious Scots
pride.
So take out the cans of blue
face paint from the closet. Wear
your “Proud Scotsfan” t-shirt.
Practice yelling “WE COME
FROM THE MOUNTAIN!”
at the top of your lungs. Then
come to the game on Saturday,
March 24, from 2:30-4:00 at
Rossville Middle School, about
20 minutes from campus (286
Maple Street).

