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Switch

Life

by Susanna Griffith

by Molly Kitts

Not every senior has the opportunity to showcase the culmination of what they’ve learned as
an undergrad, but 11 of Covenant’s graduating art majors will
do just that with their Senior
Art Exhibition.
Their work, starting this past
Monday and going until January
23, will reside in Kresge Library
Art Gallery. There will be an
opening reception on January 18
at 7:00 p.m. The works displayed
are the students’ senior portfolios, which demonstrate the
students’ progression as artists
within their concentrations.
“It's less about a ‘theme’ and
more about the people who
made these pieces,” senior
Stephanie Shanks said. “This
exhibit recounts the many artistic struggles, critical discoveries,
and long hours of the last four
years.”
Sophomore Sonya Spence,
who has already taken a quick
peek at the works, said, “ I liked
how you could tell the different
bits of the artists’ personalities through the mediums they
chose. And I liked how there
Continued on page 3News
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Hannah Irwin, who is allergic to gluten, is eager for Chartwells’ efforts to offer gluten free products.

Naomi Belz

Gaga for Gluten-Free
by Linsday Burkholder

Coming soon to a Great Hall
deli near you: gluten-free bread!
A new specialty oven has been
added to Chartwells’ bread
machines to meet the growing
demand for gluten-free breads,
which means freshly baked bread
for those with gluten allergies or
intolerance.
The machine can make anything from regular white bread
to hamburger and hot dog buns,

pizza dough, pie crust, cake, and
muffins. However, until they gain
an understanding of volume and
consumption, only bread will be
offered. Currently, the options
are white bread and tuscan olive
and sun-dried tomato bread.
“Right now I’ve got one
machine. I’ll eventually get a
second machine as we’re trying
to increase the quality of our
program,” said Cameron Mitchell, Director of Dining Services.
Mitchell hopes to eventually

Opinions
Too Much to Ask?

make the bread available in the
Blink as well.
The machine is produced by
a company called Bready and
is a countertop-sized robotic
bread-maker that was developed
in Sweden. It has undergone a
series of rigorous tests and is
endorsed by the Celiac Sprue
Association, a non-profit organization that conducts research
about Celiac’s disease as well as
gluten-sensitive individuals.
Continued on page 3News

On January 7, nine new students,
representing seven different
states, joined the Covenant
College family. Half of them are
transfers from other colleges and
the other half just started their
college career.
They were welcomed to
Covenant by resident assistants,
admissions representatives,
faculty, staff and administration,
and oriented by the Orientation
Core Team.
“Spring orientation is more
condensed than fall orientation,”
explained Melanie Berg, a senior
Core Team leader. Tim Goldsmith, a senior who has served
on Core Team for the past two
years, explained, “The new students go through the registration
process and placement exams,
but there is also opportunity for
the students to rest, get settled
in their rooms and interact with
their new RAs.”
The orientation process also
included a night in Chattanooga,
a service project, and dinner in
the home of Linda and Jerry
Moore. The Core Team gave new
students an introduction to local
culture with dinner at Mojo Burrito followed by ice cream from
Mr. T’s.
Continued on page 2News
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The BUILD Campaign: An Accurate Article
by Sarah Aho & Kaley Hart

After inaccurately writing about
the BUILD Campaign in its last
issue, the Bagpipe staff worked to
create a truthful article about our
school’s advancement office. We
are sorry for the inaccuracies and
hope to do better in the future.
The BUILD Campaign originally began as a 5-year, $31-million goal to raise money to
develop various properties around
campus. However, because they
finished ahead of schedule and
over the expected financial goal,
it was decided to extend the campaign to eight years with a goal of
$53 million.
The campaign is in its sixth year

Transfers
Continued from front page

One unique aspect of Spring
Orientation is a service project at
the Chattanooga Food Bank. The
new students spent the afternoon before classes commenced
washing dishes, sorting food, and
packing bags at the Food Bank.
“The Chattanooga food bank
was my favorite part [of orientation],” shared Hannah Stevens,
a transfer sophomore from
Matthews, NC. “It made me
even more thankful for all of the
things I have had and have now.”
It also helped her get to know
fellow transfers better.
Incoming freshman Matt
Morrison also enjoyed the trip
to the food bank as an opportunity to “see what kind of
kingdom work is going on in
Chattanooga.” And Goldsmith
shared, “even as a senior, it was
one of my favorite things I've
been able to do since I've been

of the eight-year campaign, and is
projected to end in June of 2013.
Around $50 million has been raised
of the $53-million goal. “God’s
blessed us in many ways. It’s not
‘look what we did,’ it’s that God
has opened doors for us, and we’re
very grateful,” says a member of the
Advancement Office.
The BUILD campaign has
funded locations around campus such as the construction of
Andreas Hall, Brock Hall, the
Dottie Brock Gardens, and the
baseball/softball fields, as well as
renovations to Jackson Hall and
the Anna E. Kresge Memorial
Library. The north end of Carter
Hall is the next planned refurbishing project on campus.
at Covenant.”
With just one week of classes
under their belts, the students
are adjusting to life on Lookout Mountain. Hannah Stevens
said, “I haven't gotten to know
my professors very well yet, but
before class started, they asked
me questions about myself and
how I was doing and offered to
help if we ever needed anything.
Coming from a community college where you are just a number
on a list, it meant a lot that the
teachers were interested in me.”
Senior Core Team leader
Melanie Berg said, “The new
transfers are a great group and I
hope they're excited to be a part
of the Covenant community.”
These students bring new energy,
enthusiasm, and unique gifts to
our campus.
“I'm excited for the coming semester,” said Morrison. “I
know I'm only here because this
is where God wants me, and that
brings the greatest peace.”
Goldsmith concluded, “It isn't

Events throughout the year
such as the thank you note writing get-together where students
have an opportunity to write a
note to a donor, as well as Tuition
Freedom Day in the spring, are
designed to thank and acknowledge all of those who have given
to the Covenant College community through gifts.
“We want those who have
given to the campaign to see
what they have invested in,” says
a staff member involved in the
campaign. “Relationship is the
philosophy, and we want people
to see the ‘what’ and ‘why’ of
their investing so they can understand why it is so crucial.”
Even though the Advancement

Office is given a large portion of
the credit of the BUILD Campaign, the process is really more
of a three-dimensional puzzle
where each piece of the puzzle is a
person who carries out his or her
assigned responsibilities. Without each person contributing, the
campaign would not be nearly as
successful as it is.
A large portion of endowment, annual, and capital funding
comes from gifts given by alumni.
Graduates of Covenant College
often decide to invest in what they
know to be a worthwhile investment. Their gifts are recognized
and greatly appreciated by faculty,
staff, and students alike.
Because Covenant believes

so heavily in relationships, the
BUILD Campaign tries to connect
all donors to the student body
and campus in any way they can.
Covenant believes that the donors
should not only know about but
also have a relationship with the
recipients of their donations.
Upon the completion of the
campaign in June 2013, there will
likely be some type of recognition
to celebrate the completion of an
eight-year-long journey. Although
that date marks the end of the
BUILD Campaign, it is expected
that some type of campaign will
follow in its place. Covenant is always looking to better its community and give back to those who
have given to it so graciously.

Naomi Belz

Heather Stevens, a sophmore transfer, is settling in.
an easy thing to come into a new
community halfway through
the semester when many rela-

tionships have been established
already. Take a moment to
recognize that, and if you see a

face you don't recognize around
campus, go introduce yourself
and welcome them to the family.”

Faculty Quote of the Week
“I’m on Facebook. With my thirty-seven friends. But I’ve decided I’m going to get off Facebook. My wife read my page and told
me, ‘You can’t say that.’ So I can either get off Facebook, or tell her she can’t be my friend anymore.”
-Dr. Stewart in History and Expansion of Christianity
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was a variety of mediums like
sculpture, oil paintings, and
photograph.”
Senior Amanda Crider
recommends seeing the show
throughout
its week-long
showing. “The
seniors who are
participating
are extremely
talented and
have put so
much thought
and time into
the projects
that will be
displayed,” she
said. “This
show is a way
for Covenant
to rejoice in
the gifts that
God has given
other members
of our community as well as a
means for celebrating how
these seniors
have cultivated
their skills over
their years here
at Covenant.”
Here’s a
quick look at a
few of the featured artists:

currently renting. It is a darker,
a little more eerie of a painting.
I heard stories that the house
was haunted after I had already
signed the contract, so I thought
it would be cool to throw in a
subtle hint of mystery. It also
plays with different textures and
color.”

Todd Fleming
Fleming
works with oil
Senior artwork in Kresge Library
paints; he prefers to paint figures, though the
Fleming has been making art
pieces showed in the exhibit are
since kindergarten; in elemeninterior spaces and landscapes.
tary and middle school, art was
“I really focused on creating
a core requirement. “In seventh
believable space through color.
grade I had the choice between
Most of the time the focus is
choir, band, and art, and since
value or size, which I did indeed my trumpet was broken and I
use, but the focus was creatwasn't good at singing in Italian,
ing the space using bold color,”
I chose art,” he said.
he said. “I have two paintings
in the art show. One is a very
Tim Goldsmith
bright, and almost too happy
Goldsmith studies sculpture
landscape. The colors seem as
as a concentration, though he is
if they came straight from the
also greatly interested in watertube, and it has a fun texture. To
color and drawing. He has been
quote Bob Ross, “It's my happy
making art all his life.
place.” The other painting is a
“I wanted seriousness along
painting of my house that I am
with humor as well as an idea

News: Page 3

of a timeline,” he said. “I'm
showing my first sculpture
from my time at Covenant, a
small soapstone bear, and my
last sculpture, a classical plaster figure. The humor comes
from the set of photographs of
pigeons I encountered on a May
Term in New York. The pigeons
are almost
posing in the
photographs,
which is a
funny juxtaposition with the
more academic
nature of the
plaster figure.”
Stephanie
Shanks
Shanks
works with installation and
conceptual art.
While at Covenant, she has
focused on oils
and experimental media.
She has been
making art in
the studio for
five years.
“These particular pieces
reflect my
interest in line
and shape,” she
said, “the way
visual rhythm
dances with
your eye. I look
at these now
and remember
Naomi Belz how much I
liked making
them, exploiting something of
each medium's uniqueness.”
Shanks’ pieces include Broken
Up, a watercolor on paper that is
a continuous field study inspired
by parking lot pavement; Nest,
an oil on canvas still life study
on layering and the triadic color
scheme; Wanting, a charcoal and
chalk pastel on paper figureground drawing, adapted from
photography; and Lewi, an
abstract sculpture in plaster inspired by Escher's staircases and
prehistoric eggs. “Lewi” means
"united" in Hebrew.

Gluten-Free
Continued from front page

Gluten is a protein found in
food made of wheat and related
grains. In order to be gluten-free,
the bread is made with flours like
tapioca or sorghum.
“I was actually fairly surprised
when I first heard Chartwells
was making such an effort to
offer fresh-baked gluten-free
options,” said sophomore Juliet
Cangelosi, who is glucose intolerant. “I'm really excited to hear
this is going to be available soon.
Trying to find stuff to eat in the
Great Hall can be frustrating on
a daily basis; it's a relief to know
there will now be special options
available daily.”
Sophomore Hannah Irwin,
who is also glucose intolerant,
was equally enthusiastic. "I am
so excited about being able to
eat real bread just like all the
other kids. No one can know the
frustration and anxiety that this
will prevent!"
The bread comes as a package of dry ingredients; liquid
is added through the machine.
It then kneads the dough for
roughly forty minutes, proofs the
bread, and bakes it. It can make
one loaf every two hours. With
just the one machine, there will
only be two loaves per meal.
“I welcome everyone to try
it, but please respect the medical needs of those with dietary
restrictions,” Mitchell said.

Upset?

Annoyed?
Confused?
Ask questions and discuss
hot topics in real time on the
Wittenberg Floor.
http://wittenberg floor.
kepler.covenant.edu/

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for News, please contact News editors R. Taft or L. Burkholder at rebekah.taft@covenant.edu or lindsay.burkholder@covenant.edu
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Sherlock Two
by Andrew Mollenkof

Filmmaker Guy Ritchie has
never really been a famous
director. Old fame is mostly attached to his making of the cult
classic Snatch. But recently his
name has gained more recognition in the film world. Starting
in 2009, he began directing
Sherlock Holmes film adaptations. Like his first Holmes
film, the second and most
recent, A Game of Shadows, had
pretty big advertisement before
its release. Despite some of the
excitement surrounding A Game
of Shadows the film disappointed me.
If the film was a flop it
certainly wasn’t because action
was missing from it. There were
plenty of thrilling, dangerfilled moments throughout the
film. Whether it was Sherlock
fighting it out with hired street
brawlers or Watson firing
high-powered weaponry into
buildings, the film wasn’t short
on fighting. Even the execution
of the abundant action scenes
turned out to be quite well done
and, despite the cheesy gimmicks here and there, the fights
were enjoyable. If the action
quality had been an indicator of
the whole film’s quality then it
would have been a good movie
indeed. The problem with the
film seemed to be not in the
action scenes themselves, but in
the way all of the fights were put
together.
In the grand tradition of
Sherlock Holmes, the plot of
the story was pretty grandiose.

Throughout the film, Holmes
seems almost doomed to chase
after his nemesis, James Moriarty, whose plans for destruction carry a scope of epic
proportions. The movie turns
into a “fate of the entire world”
type movie. The only problem
was as a viewer I just didn’t care
about that world. The story,
despite having good actors at its
disposal, fails to move forward
in any sort of memorable way.
Robert Downey Jr. does a great
job in the film as Sherlock and
Jude Law plays a fairly endearing part as Watson, but they
just don’t seem to carry the plot.
Overall, the plot felt disjointed and fairly inane. Thinking
back on the film I really am not
able to recall the entire plot
very clearly. Instead, the things
that stick out from the film
are some of the few poorlyexecuted action scenes and the
acting. The mental pictures that
come to mind are some of the
explosions and Robert Downey
Jr. in a horrid “camouflage” suit
that is supposed to be somehow comedic. When it comes
down to it, I hope that Sherlock
Holmes 2 isn’t a defining film
for Guy Ritchie as a director,
because the film just doesn’t
live up to the potential that he
showed in his previous films. In
the end, Sherlock Holmes 2 did
justice to neither Guy Ritchie’s
potential nor the character of
Sherlock. Do yourself a favor:
save the ten bucks from going
to the theater and wait for it to
come out on DVD.

theguardian.co.uk

The Weeknd
by John Drexler

March, 2011: The Weeknd, a
soft-spoken R&B singer with no
real clout, timidly released a free
nine-song, online-only album
to be kicked around by a couple
music blogs. His album House
of Balloons ebbed oddly with a
Stevie Wonder-like elegance and
a Michael Jackson-like piercing
falsetto. To say the absolute least,
the album was sexy.
More accurately, it was strikingly intimate. Through perfectly
rounded bass sounds, fascinating instrumental samples, and
his transcendent vocals, House of
Balloons created an R&B aesthetic rivaled by none. I didn’t
have time to think about any of
his crummy lyrics until my 10th
listen. The Weeknd’s soundscape
was too overwhelming, sensual, original, challenging, and
intense.
Then Drake tweeted about
him. When someone from the
Young Money camp (Drake, Lil’
Wayne, Nicki Minaj, etc.) gives
you a shout out, good things
tend to follow.
Suddenly The Weeknd was
draped all over every music publication around the world. Drake
had already set into motion the

R&B/hip-hop revolution: honesty, minimalism, and depression
were now the key components of
the genre’s criteria. The Weeknd
capitalized ferociously on these
elements.
“The Party & the After Party”
transforms its Beach House
sample from a droning suburban
philosophical break-up rant to a
gorgeous urban jam. His melodies are melancholy and subtle.
The dark, heavy production in
songs such as “What You Need”
make him sound like a close
relative to James Blake and other
post-dubstep artists.
August 2011: The Weeknd put
out another free album, Thursday. It was stunning. To release
a remarkable, free album as a
nobody from Canada is surprising. But to release two flawless
albums within five months is unthinkable. And most fans didn’t
even know his name.
The introspective and genuinely mysterious Abel Tesfaye (his
real name) continued to fly under
the radar. Instead of signing to a
major label and touring the US
with Drake, he stayed in Toronto, refusing to do interviews or to
perform any concerts.
The combination of his tremendous vocal ability at a young

age and his producers’ sonic
innovation and imaginative beat
production begged for a comparison to the late great exemplification of flawless R&B, the King
of Pop, Michael Jackson.
December 2011: After endless
Internet banter about whether
or not he was to be compared
to MJ, The Weeknd put out a
third unannounced album, Echoes
Of Silence. The first track was a
cover of Michael Jackson’s “Dirty
Diana.” The Weeknd’s cover was
innovative and creative. The fresh
production employed ambient synths, tribal drums, and a
renewed sense of vitality in this
predictable genre. Meanwhile, his
vocals perfectly channeled MJ’s
talents. This was a statement.
The Weeknd is here to stay.
He creates music at an unbelievable pace, he works with a team
of fresh, young talent, and will
hopefully push R&B into a new
era. He plans to release another full-length album this year.
Meanwhile, we’re left to digest
three albums that will likely
prove to be the driving force
behind a paradigm shift in the
world of R&B. 2011 was a fantastic moment for Abel Tesfaye
and a dwindling genre.
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Childhood Favorites: Still Worth Reading

by Annie Huntington

by Walter Somerville

by Toria Griffis

Runny Babbit is a bood gook, a
bery vood gook. Oh, excuse me,
I love this book so much it just
comes out! The contagious silliness embodied in Shel Silverstein’s book is unmatched by any
other in my opinion.
There are many children’s
books that teach valuable morals
or practical lessons, but few that
effectively explore and imbue
children with a love of language.
Reading phrases such as “stabbit rew” make you pause and
playfully repeat the words over
and over. You exchange one
spoonerism for another, finding
the sounds that make you laugh
the most.
Education today focuses so
much on pounding into children
the “right” ways of saying words,
and how to do things “properly,”
but children are hardly ever
allowed to be themselves, to be
silly and say funny words and
laugh about them. This is what I
love most about Runny Babbit. It
allows children to be silly. Children, and adults too, can relate
to the struggle we often have of
enunciating words, but Silverstein’s billy sook inspires readers
to be ridiculous and enjoy creating spoonerisms of our own!

I am fairly sure that no fictional
family impacted me more than the
Baudelaire orphans of Lemony
Snicket’s Series of Unfortunate.
Their doomed endeavours to solve
the increasingly twisted mystery
of their parents’ death kept me on
the edge of my seat up until the
very end. Snicket’s bizarre cast of
characters inject personality into
the dismal world of Klaus, Violet,
and Sunny, though many of them
work for the sinister and theatrical
Count Olaf, and therefore are not
to be trusted. Even Snicket himself
makes an appearance as a character.
Throughout the 13 books,
the story grows more and more
complicated as more mysteries are
introduced, many of which remain
unanswered even at the end of the
series. The one constant throughout the entire unfortunate series
is Snicket’s impeccable writing.
He peppers the text with clever
wordplay and an unnecessarily large
vocabulary, which characters often
comment upon to amusing effect. A
great example of this is the alliteration in the title of each of books,
such as The Bad Beginning and
The Penultimate Peril. He is clever,
creative, and often pushed me to the
limits of my reading abilities. Reading back through them now, they
are no longer difficult, but they still
spark with sarcastic wit and exciting
adventures. These stories can easily
be enjoyed by an older audience,
and if you have yet to experience
their magic, then what are you waiting for!? You will have no idea what
you’re missing until you start.

by Grant Thomas

Recently re-popularized by
the Adventures of Tintin movie,
which I have yet to see, Tintin
is a Belgian comic that, in my
youth, I never stopped reading.
I checked them out from the
library in a continuous cycle.
There wasn’t a week in my childhood that a Tintin comic wasn’t
under my roof.
Tintin is the story that all kids
love to read. It’s about a young
adventurer gallivanting around
the world discovering cultures,
searching for treasure, and foiling villains. They are very well
balanced, juxtaposing seriousness and comic relief. Tintin
travels all over the world from
the Orient to Africa to the good
old United States. All the while,
Tintin, his white dog Snowy, his
multi-millionaire friend Captain
Haddock, Calculus, not forgetting Johnson & Johnson, and
many other friends they meet
along the way steal your heart
and keep you reading. Tintin was
a great part of my childhood and
I can look back and say that it
was a quality part of it too. As
witty as they are engaging, I’d
easily recommend reading Tintin
comics for all ages.

There are so many things that
could be said about Madeleine
L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time that
the best way to say it all, I think, is
to attack it head-on with a handful
of strong, normal words. Strong
and normal. Those are the words
that come to mind when I think
of this novel—even in the midst of
the terror and unknown that propel the plot. Brace-faced, four-eyed
Meg Murry is awkward, impatient,
and annoying. She’s normal. And
she’s strong: fiercely devoted to
the ones she loves. Hurled into a
pressure-cooker of otherworldly,
life-and-death situations, Meg is
forced to see herself anew, to see
herself as we all are: vessels carrying love as communion, love as
weapon, love as lifeblood.
In spite of the frantic journey
through time and space, in spite
of chilling red eyes, mind control, the steam-roller pressure of
a two-dimensional reality, the
steely dominion of the “Happiest
Sadist”—in spite of these things, A
Wrinkle in Time is really just about
love. Love wins. Love is what we
all have, and love is what is most
powerful in the face of darkness.
Sometimes love is ugly or scary—a
beast, even—but sometimes that
beast is Aunt Beast and she wraps
her arms around you and you are
warm, breathing, ear against her
slow heartbeat. All is right.
A Wrinkle in Time terrified me
when I was ten, but it comforted
me, too, and maybe that’s why it
never gets old. Every re-reading
terrifies and comforts me in new
ways. It’s heavy, quick, challenging;
it’s timeless, light, heaven-looking.
It’s about vulnerability in the
unknown; it’s about being normal
and being strong.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Arts, please contact Arts editor Walter Somerville at walter.somerville@covenant.edu

by Adrienne Belz

Robert McCloskey’s children
books are not my favorites
because they have specific moral
points or a heart-wrenching
meaning. However, they do
wrench my heart. His books
herald back to the simpler life
of the 1950s — one that feels
oddly familiar to me although I
was born in 1990. In this world,
characters jar blueberries, drink
milk from glass bottles, and use
ancient cash registers.
Aside from the nostalgic
simplicity the books offer of a
time I myself do not know well,
McCloskey’s black and white
drawings are etched in my mind,
striking a comforting blend of
darkness and light, the unknown
and known worlds of young children. A pair of ducks travailing
through Boston’s streets in Make
Way for Ducklings also create a
beautiful home for their ducklings in the public garden downtown. A girl picking blueberries
with her mother in Blueberries
for Sal also meets a bear in the
fields. A small girl wakes up in
her cozy bed only to discover
a loose tooth in the book One
Morning in Maine.
The children in these books are
asked to grow up and face challenges as adventures, but they
also remind children to appreciate the everyday occurrences as
well. It’s as if McCloskey says,
“Eat those berries in the fields
right up, just like little Sal did!”
Growing up and staying young
meet perfectly here.
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Who’s Calling the Shots?
by Seth Mayberry

designerornaments.com

Too Much to Ask?
by Keifer Wynn

Dear Santa,
I’ve been a good Republican boy so far
this year, and next year at this time, I want
a presidential candidate I love.
I’ve kept up with the presidential races,
watched all 500,000 debates, and begun
all of my conversations with my liberal
friends with, “So about Solyndra.”
In fact, I haven’t even protested the
centuries-old, sweetheart, low-corporate
tax deal you have struck with the North
Pole, or the Dickensian sweatshops the
poor elves are bound to year after year.
I have dutifully followed the path
marked out for me by our conservative
leaders as they have breathlessly reported
sightings of the “next Reagan” in the form
of Pawlenty, Bachmann, Perry, Cain, Santorum, and incredibly Gingrich.
I have mourned the repeated spurnings
of Jindal, Christie, Daniels, Rubio, and
the festering corpse of Ronald Reagan,
and bemoaned the Tea Party/establishment Republican divide.
To put it mildly, dear Santa, I have gone
above and beyond my Republican Party
call of duty, which is why I feel quite confident in taking the extraordinary step of

asking you to prorate my Christmas presents this year, in the form of gifts to the
current field of Republican Presidential
candidates, as it is my fondest wish above
all to defeat the usurper, Barack Obama.
For Rick Perry – A teleprompter, because apparently people do notice things
beside your hair, your boots and, and, that
other thing.
For Ron Paul – A suit that fits. Just one.
For Newt Gingrich – Ditto, also.
For Rick Santorum – For Iowa to mean
something again.
For Mitt Romney – For people not to
associate Bain Capital with The Dark
Knight Rises (a villain named Bane? Really? Smacks of a media conspiracy).
For Michelle Bachmann – Sunglasses,
because the deer in the headlights look…
For Jon Huntsman – A herald to proclaim incessantly and vociferously the fact
that Jon has lived overseas 3 times.
For Herman Cain – . . .
Please, all I want for Christmas this
year is a decent presidential candidate for
this year’s election.
Sincerely,
God Fearin’, Gun Lovin’ Billy Joe

Long gone are the days of Leave It to
Beaver. Last Tuesday, the Supreme Court
met to hear arguments involving whether
the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) has the constitutional power
to be able to crack down on broadcasters
for inappropriate content, such as nudity
and language, during prime time, when
kids are most likely to be watching.
The FCC has had the power to do this
for quite a while, but in light of recent
cases where the FCC has punished some
instances (such as Cher using an expletive
on live TV ) but ignored or missed others (such as airing Saving Private Ryan),
many are wondering whether it should
be able to define what is appropriate on a
case by case level, instead of by a universal
standard. Some wonder whether the FCC
even has any efficacy in our technological society. Opponents of the FCC also
call to question its right to censor the
media at all, particularly in light of the
First Amendment. For these reasons, the
Supreme Court has decided to further
look into the standards of indecency that
the FCC regulates in its session, and
Christians, since this is a debate involving
nationwide moral standards, should be
anxiously awaiting the result.
Honestly, I don’t think that any
decision made on this issue will make
that much of a difference in terms of
“protecting innocent children,” which
seems to be the main philosophical
plank that the FCC rests its case upon.
Rather, the issue at stake seems to be
one of setting a precedence that dilutes
the power of the Bill of Rights. Unbridled power to censor is a dangerous
tool in any hands, especially a program
as pervasive as the FCC.

If the FCC wins, and it gets to have
free reign of censorship in order to protect children from content that is equally
available to them in a thousand different
ways, will that really be worth the danger
of providing that federal commission with
unquestioned and autonomous censorship? Is a perceived morality really worth
allowing a government program to define
what exactly morality is?
Moral facades always look good on the
outside, so I fully expect the FCC to win
this one. All that they have to do, and
already have done several times in the
past, is pull the “Protect the Children!”
card. Broadcasting will then fully be the
government’s patsy.
What many fail to see, in the event that
the FCC loses this case or is, by some
miracle, abolished, is that it really will not
mean that turning on the TV will result
in an immediate stream of profanity. The
invisible hand of the market, if nothing
else, will save the day. As long as there are
people who want clean television, there
will be clean television.
If the FCC has to stick around, broadcasters will demand a defined standard
mandating what is or is not appropriate,
and in my opinion, this will best be done
by making the FCC a function of the
states, where each state, more accurately
focusing on its own demographics, will
be able to determine what is the best
moral standard of decency to adhere to.
But, when does the federal government
give power of any sort back to the states?
The truth of the matter is that if we, as
Christians, wanted clean television or any
other form of media, then we shouldn’t
have dropped the ball years ago by letting
government tell us what our standards
are, rather than scripture.
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One United Body: Chapel Attendance for Faculty
by Ben Scott

Okay, first a disclaimer: I like to think
of ways of adding value to the Covenant
experience in my free time, and here is
my attempt. I’m not secretly working for
the Chapel Department or anything, but
I have come to believe that chapel is the
most important part of the weekly Covenant College experience.
Over the years I have been at Covenant,
I have wrestled with how we can continue
to make this place a more holy and unified
community. I long to see Covenant as a
place where people with extremely diverse
interests come together around one single
theme: Jesus Christ. Covenant is becoming more and more a place like that.
Covenant College is not supposed to
be a place where everyone has the same
political beliefs, although I would totally
welcome that. Covenant College is not
supposed to be a place where people have
the same racial or economic background.
Thank you, Jesus! Covenant College is
also not supposed to be a place where
people even have the same ideological
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backgrounds. But the one thing that the
Covenant College community must be
united in is our deep love and devotion
to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. And
this is where our involvement in the chapel program comes in.
Attendance in our chapels has been much
better than it was my freshmen and sophomore years, but we still have a lot of work to
do. I know some might disagree, especially
those who will be grading my term papers

and exams this semester, but I firmly believe
that there should be one chapel every week
where faculty members worship beside their
students. I know everyone is busy, has a
family to raise, and classes to prepare for. I
know, as do you, that you are not being paid
enough for the amount of time you invest in
each of our lives. And I stand guilty in not
acknowledging your sacrifices more often.
But please hear me out on this one.
I think we as a community would

benefit in incredible, life-changing ways
if each one of us every week worshiped
beside everyone in our community. Worship must be the center of our existence
as we fulfill our respective callings here at
Covenant — as staff, faculty, and students.
We need each other and we need to worship with each other. I think we all would
benefit if every Monday morning, the entire Covenant College community would
worship as one body. As one community
we could start each week by worshipping with each other and hearing God’s
word together. I think we as a community
would struggle with slander less and love
more if we see everyone on campus as
brothers and sisters in Christ. Also, Chaplain Messner is preaching on the four
great calls of Christ, and his messages are
extremely important for our community
to hear as one united body.
For one semester lets try this out. Let’s
even “test” God in this and see if he might
not open the floodgates of spiritual revival
here on campus where as a community we
seek to glorify God in our spiritual unity.

Why Not to Vote for Ron Paul
by Philip Pugh

It’s election season and primary time.
It’s the same media circus that we have
every presidential election cycle, and
while I still haven’t quite decided who I
support, I’m going to weigh in. Many of
my Republican friends are fans of perennial candidate Ron Paul, proponent of
small government, non-interventionism,
and lower taxes. In theory, these are
things that I would like to see; in theory,
I think that foreign intervention, big
government, and high taxes are not
ultimately beneficial but harmful. For
these reasons, Ron Paul is an appealing
candidate.
But the thing that keeps me from casting my vote for Ron Paul in the primary
is that I’m a conservative. That’s right,
I’m a conservative, not a libertarian, not a
classical liberal. This makes me almost an
extinct animal in the Republican circles
of today. You see, while I think that much
of what Congressman Paul stands for is
ultimately beneficial, I also think that
implementing such policies at the moment would not be. Decreasing the size of
government may ultimately be good, but
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one must be cautious in doing so. Libertarian, Austrian, and Randian economists
love to point out the ultimate good, but
too often neglect the people caught in the
crossfire. Change must be made slowly
and prudently.
Further, a small government is not the
end goal: the end goal is a just society.
When decreasing the size of govern-

ment, one must be careful to do so justly.
The principles on which Congressman
Paul would decrease the size of government do not seem to me to be careful
enough to accomplish this. I may agree
that the federal government has its
hands in too many pies, but pulling it
out of areas of financial regulation and
social mercy too fast may end up doing

more harm than good.
But even more crucial is what I said
at the beginning: I am a conservative.
Change of this nature, even if warranted,
must be effected slowly, cautiously, and
with care for the practical needs of
the moment. Reducing debt necessarily means the cutting of costs and/or
the raising of taxes, at least temporarily. Sweeping changes to the way that
business and government are run may
lead to collapse, and while some institutions may need to be phased out, I doubt
that a Paul administration would effect
such a change with the care and caution
required of such an operation.
This, of course, does not even begin
to address other aspects of Congressman Paul’s platform, such as his foreign
policy (which would require an even more
pragmatic approach than his domestic
policy). However, even leaving this aside,
his platform is too sweeping, covers too
much, and the timetable is too fast. In
theory, the principles he espouses could be
beneficial, but in practice implementing
them across the board could be disastrous.
As a conservative, I would encourage
potential voters to find a candidate with a
more cautious platform for reform.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for Opinions, please contact Opinions editors S. Bestvater or M. Prentis at sam.bestvater@covenant.edu or mitch.prentis@covenant.edu
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by Peter Wilkerson

Sports have been a major part of
my life. I have spent a lot of time,
sweat and tears pursuing sports.
We sports people spend our
whole lives being told that hard
work equals results. And in
sports, results equal winning.
Coaches are fired for losing.
Heroes win; they do not lose. So
for all the hard work I put into
sports, I should have been an
experienced winner. However,
I am a LOSER. In my entire
sporting career I have had only
two winning seasons. Aside from
those two seasons, the odds have
always been stacked against me.
Not only have I lost, but I’ve lost
badly. I’ve given up a grand slam.
I’ve lost a basketball game by
98 points. No one knows losing
better than I do.
But I still love sports, and I still
love winning. I am involved in
sports because sports are fun, and
the most fun thing about sports is
winning, hands down. Yet I have
learned so much through losing. I
was a terrible loser: I used to bawl
my eyes out after a loss. Losing
still hurts, but losing has taught
me how to face defeat.
We live in a fallen world, and
this guarantees that we will all
fail at some point. I hate to break
it to you, but you will fail. You
will experience failure in your job,
marriage, family and church. In
fact, you will experience failure
in every aspect of your life. Real
men and women are not measured by how they avoid failure,
but rather how they deal with it.
Losing in sports has taught me
how to face failure in real life. You
cannot feel sorry for yourself. You
have to learn how to persevere and
be faithful. You do not really know
how to be persistent until you
have failed over and over again.
These are all important, but the
most important thing that I have
learned through losing is that my
real joy does not come from winning. My real joy is found in the
Lord and his salvation. God does
not care whether the world thinks
I am a winner or a loser. He calls
me His, regardless.
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The Last Tebow Article

You Need to Read
by Nate Drexler

I think the lesson we learned
this year was simple: Extremes
are bad. All season long, dudes
told other dudes that Tim Tebow
doesn’t belong in the NFL
because he “can’t throw.” Then
other dudes would fire back by
saying that “he’s an unbelievable
quarterback because he just finds
ways to win.”
Both are wrong.
Tim Tebow is an NFL quarterback who throws the ball less well
than some other quarterbacks and
scrambles moderately well against
marginal defenses. He also has a
competitive gene that allows him

to perform well in late game situations. Sometimes he wins, and
sometimes he doesn’t.
On the other hand, Tebow
relies a ton on his defense, and
struggles against elite teams. He
fumbles more than a quarterback
should, and on occasion has a
hard time hitting open receivers.
It’s perplexing why Tebow is
such a polarizing individual. In
the end, he is decent quarterback
with some tools for success and
some restricting flaws. He helps
his team beat other teams that
he is supposed to beat and fails
against teams he probably has no
business beating.
In short, he’s pretty normal.

Let these NFL playoffs be a
cautionary tale about jumping
on super-moderate bandwagons.
Get hot and cold on guys like
Aaron Rogers, Drew Brees, or
even Tom Brady. Those are the
guys that merit arguing about.
Leave the .500 guys to wallow in
mediocrity. Otherwise, you find
yourself feeling really empty after a gut-shot-blow-out-playoff
loss — you’re caught wondering
why the heck you got behind a
guy who kind of stinks against
tenured, upper-echelon teams.
And if you say you like Tebow
simply because he is a Christian,
fine; then by that same standard
it means you’re also a huge fan of

David Eckstein, Lance Berkman,
Kurt Warner, Vince Carter, Dave
Dravecky, Mark Price, and Randall Cunningham — all outspoken evangelical athletes.
My suggestion, though, is to
avoid extremes. Try something
simple and truthful, like, “Tim
Tebow is a young quarterback
who is not ready to compete
with elite teams, but he's athletic
and has some potential. I'm not
sure what his ceiling is, though.
Maybe a poor man's Doug
Flutie? And he’s a really nice guy
— handles the media with a ton
of class.”
That’ll help you be less of an
obnoxious person.

If you have something you wish to read about or would like to write an article for the Sports Section of the Bagpipe, please contact Sports Section editor John Drexler at john.drexler@covenant.edu

