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Revamping

The Thorn
by Andrew Mollenkof
andrew.mollenkof@covenant.edu

This year’s student editor for The
Thorn, Liz Lawrensen, as well as
arts enthusiast Walter Somerville,
are hoping to revamp The Thorn
and make it more important to
Covenant students and the community at large.
The Thorn is Covenant’s yearly
literary publication. Established
in the 70s and faithfully published
ever since, the goal of The Thorn
is to exhibit poetry, prose, photography, drawings, stories and other
forms of literary and visual arts. The
submitted works are judged by a

student editor as well as a professor to
determine if they will be published.
Typically, The Thorn features several
short works of prose and a host of
poems as well as photos taken by
students that complement the works.
According to Somerville, The
Thorn is not currently a prominent
publication at Covenant and that
needs to change. Somerville explained that after last year’s debacle,
in which most of the copies of The
Thorn were accidentally thrown out,
it became clear that the publication
is not very important; otherwise,
that would have never happened.
Junior Paul Walters made jokes
about having forgotten what The

Thorn was after not having seen one
in so long. This ignorance is clearly a
problem as “the detailed objective of
The Thorn,” as Lawrensen explained,
“is for people both at Covenant and
in the community to get a taste of
the arts here at Covenant.” Somerville stated that “The Thorn is not
only a place for English majors to
show off their writing skills but for
any person to express themselves
through art for others to enjoy.”
“It needs to give an abbreviated
picture of the whole creative scene
here at Covenant, but this just is
not happening in any significant
capacity. Advertisement for the
publication frankly is nonexistent
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and there are probably lots of
freshman who don’t know what
The Thorn is,” said Somerville.
Junior Aaron Fortune agreed on the
lack of prominence of the publication,
stating that “The Thorn is fun and
I enjoy seeing my friends in it every
year, but it is something that is easily
forgotten and likely thrown away.”
Both Lawrensen and Somerville
have been trying to brainstorm
ideas in order to encapsulate more
of the arts here at Covenant as well
as getting students excited to submit works to the publication.
There are several ways in which
The Thorn could be made more
prominent on campus. The Crater

Arts Festival is a now-defunct
yearly arts festival on the chapel
lawn in the area, as the title implies, students affectionately call
“the crater.” Lawrensen wants to
revamp the Crater Arts Festival
by incorporating performances of
original works from The Thorn.
Other ideas include possibly
creating a more rigorous judging
process, which could involve prizes
for the most outstanding submission. These changes will hopefully
create an environment that would
make The Thorn more relevant to
its target audience and excite students to both read The Thorn and
also submit their works to it.

Senior Art Major Gets Creative

by Tim Goldsmith

tim.goldsmith@covenant.edu

As springtime approaches and the
members of the Covenant community prepare to wrap up this semester, I am working on wrapping
up the logistics of my SIP project
for the upcoming semester. For me,
this experience is an exciting one
because I have an opportunity to do

something extremely personal and
unique, albeit ambitious, as I end
my time here as a student.
I grew up as part of the Covenant
community. My father started
working here when I was very little
and many of my fondest childhood
memories involve this community.
This is my home and by extension,
the members of this community are
like my family. Over the last few

years, I have witnessed many things,
both good and bad. This is not a
perfect place, but God has offered
us all the gift of salvation. This is
not the only gift: God created each
of us in unique ways, providing us
with different skills and ways of
engaging each other and the world
around us. All of these differences
are tastes of the image of God and it
is glorious!

But here at Covenant, there is a
great deal of insecurity with those
gifts. We are fearful, burnt out and
even apathetic at times. This is
especially sad for a community that
claims “In All Things Christ Preeminent.” We have been called to
exemplify what it means to love the
Lord our God with everything we
have and to love our neighbors as
ourselves. It is hard to do that when

we cannot even articulate who we
are or why we are here.
All of this being said, I am
creating an installation that will be
displayed for two weeks at the end of
April. This installation will represent
a snapshot of the Covenant community as it exists next semester in
a grid of about 1.200 components.
continued on page 2
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Mainx24: Main Street Festival
by Rebekah Taft
rebekah.taft@covenant.edu

What do Santa Claus, the
Howard High School Marching Band, and the Chattanooga
Roller Girls have in common?
They’re all participants in Chattanooga’s EPB Southside Parade, just one of over 90 events
happening as part of the fifth
annual Mainx24 celebration on
December 3.
Mainx24 is a 24-hour block
party organized by merchants,
residents and friends of Main
Street and the surrounding
Southside district of Chattanooga. The event is meant to showcase some of the unique shops,
nonprofits and restaurants in
the Main Street community and
enliven the city of Chattanooga
as a whole.
“Last year a friend told me
about Mainx24 and invited
me to come down as a way to
get away from school for an

Art SIP

continued from page 1

You, the Covenant community, are
invited to participate and contribute.
I ask three things of you (faculty,
staff, students, Chartwells employees, Walden security guards, all):
First, I ask each of you to pray
and have conversations with your
peers and colleagues as to what your
gifts are.
Second, after the first step has
taken place, come up with a small
object no bigger than 3 inches
square that comes to represent the
gift(s) you are working through in
your mind (examples: a guitar pick,
a piece of sandpaper, a pickle-jar
lid, etc.). What the object is will
be between you and God, but keep
in mind these are the things that
will be the visual component of the
installation.

afternoon,” said senior Clara
Groene. “We ended up walking
around Main Street, listening
to live music, exploring fun
shops and getting great ideas
for Christmas crafting. I loved
getting to be a part of the Chattanooga community.”
Held every December since
2007, the event encourages
businesses along Main Street to
open their doors to the community with special sales, competitions, freebies, art installations,
and more. Organizers of this
year’s event say it will be the
biggest Mainx24 to date.
Here are 10 events Covenant
students should consider attending. For a full list go to
www.mainx24.com/events.

1. The Main Event
When: 9 p.m. - 1 a.m.
The Wailers will play at this
all-ages show at Track 29.
Tickets are $18.
Third, I ask that once you have
done these things, write down briefly on a sheet of paper four things:
What is your role/department in
this community? How long have
you been here? What was the object
that you chose and its significance
(no more than 2-3 sentences). Then
indicate whether or not you would
like your object concealed or visible.
The nature of some gifts is that they
are “silent” and if that is the case
for you, I will place the object in
an opaque container and place it
on the grid so that it is still present
in relation to the others but not
visible. For those of you who do not
wish the objects to be concealed,
I will place them in a clear bag/
container so that they are visible yet
still protected.
I will collect these things from you.
The objects will be installed on the
grid, organized by department and
how long you have been here (this is
why the papers are important). The

2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press Photo and Video Contest
When: All day
If you like to take photos or
make videos, be sure to submit
them to the Chattanooga Times
Free Press’s website as part of this
contest, which kicks off as part
of Mainx24. Prizes include gift
certificates to area businesses.
3. Busking Competition
When: Noon - 2 p.m.
Sign up at the corner of Main
and Rossville to put your skills
as a street performer to the test
and you might just win a cash
prize. Those who don’t want
to compete can vote for their
favorite performer.

4. Live Music at the Camp House
When: All day
Drop by the Camp House and
you’ll get your fill of free live music. You might also witness a Latte
Art Competition or be in the running for discounted drinks.
papers will by typed up and bound
into a book that will be present with
the display as a resource for those
who wish for more information. The
objects and your information will be
anonymous. There will be no names

on
the
wall
or in the
book (I will
remove contextual information as I create the book
because it is purely for organizational
purposes). Ultimately, this project is
intended to point to something far
more beautiful and glorious than the
Covenant community: the Creator
who made it all.

Faculty Quote of the Week

5. Local Pie Tasting and Contest
When: 3 - 4 p.m.
Visit Gaining Ground Chattanooga’s office and taste a variety
of homemade pies made with
local ingredients. A panel will
determine the winner.

8. Sculpture Burn
When: 8 - 9:30 p.m.
See artist Andrew Nigh’s
sculpture, “Sanctuary,” go up in
flames at the corner of Wilhoit
and Rossville, benefitting the
Children’s Advocacy Center.

6. The Fifth Annual Southside
Artists Showcase Exhibit
When: 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Stop by the Church on Main
and view art made by a variety
of artists who live or work on
the Southside of Chattanooga.

9. MAINx24 Fashion Show
When: 4 - 5 p.m.
Produced by Collective Clothing and the Zombi Candi, this
event, held at the Chattanooga
Choo-Choo, will showcase both
vintage and modern clothing.

7. EPB Southside Parade
When: 11 a.m. - noon
The parade begins at the corner
of Rossville and Jefferson and
ends at the corner of Williams
and Main. It will include dignitaries on vintage cars, racing
lawnmowers, marching bands
from area schools, Art 120 Art
Bikes and more!

10. Mainx24 Grand Breakfast
Finale
When: 6 - 9 a.m. on December 4
This breakfast, located at the
H*art Gallery, is advertised as a
place where late-nighters meet
early risers. Bring a $5 donation and get your fill of yummy
pancakes.

I understand that this is asking
quite a bit. There are many who I
don’t know. I am asking you to deal
with insecurity and this is a hard
and often ugly thing to face. I am
also asking you to trust me with
that insecurity. As such, I realize
that not all of you will participate.
I do not want to pressure you to do
so. There are roughly 1,200 people
here and as I arrange the objects on
the installation, I will still provide a
space for those who do not participate. There will be things missing.
Many on Covenant’s campus are
excited and willing to participate.
Psychology professor Dr. Kevin
Eames spoke up about the project.
“There are two things that I like
about this project. First, I like that
it involves the whole community in
that they have to be thoughtful and
intentional in what they contribute. And second, it is a symbolic
representation of a community
that people can see and that will
occupy space,” he said. Professor

Kayb Joseph of the Art department
agreed. “This will be a great way for
people to learn about one another
in ways they would not otherwise.
Social artwork is impossible without
people’s participation and this could
be very beneficial for the community in terms of inviting people to seek
out solidarity in their roles here.”
I will begin collecting objects
and papers between now and
Christmas break and all throughout
next semester. I will stop collecting from the community on April
4 so that I can begin construction.
The project will be on display in
Dora McClellan Chapel lobby
from April 25th - May 5, 2012.
Spread the word. Have conversations with those around you. Pray
together. And pray for me. Keep
me accountable in this as I try to
love you, my neighbors. If you have
any questions, feel free to email me
at timothyegoldsmith@gmail.com,
or come find me and talk to me in
person. Blessings to you all as you
work to finish this semester!

Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“If I loaned you a quarter and you never paid me back, we would still be
friends. . . Well, maybe a dime.”

- Professor Dodson
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The Verdict

Covenant and the Deli

Yes... to Black
Friday.
No... to Traffic
Sunday.

Letters to the
editor are
welcome!
Send them by email to
bagpipe@covenant.edu,
with “Letter to the Editor”
in the subject line.
Or send letters to:
The Bagpipe, Box 689
14049 Scenic Highway
Lookout Mountain, GA
30750.

The Bagpipe
Established in 1955
Adrienne Belz
Editor in Chief

Grace Mullaney
Managing Editor

Grant Thomas
Layout Editor

Burkholder and Taft
News
Walter Somerville
Arts
Bestvater and Prentis Opinion
John Drexler
Sports
Naomi Belz
Photo
Annie Huntington
Copy
Zach Knuth
Distribution

Cliff Foreman
Faculty Advisor

This is a Covenant College student publication
The views expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect those of the College or the student body.

14049 Scenic Highway•Lookout
Mountain, GA 30750

If you would like the Bagpipe to
run a story on something, send
your suggestion by email to
bagpipe@covenant.edu with
“Story Idea” in the subject line.

For advertising inquiries,
contact Adrienne Belz at
bagpipe@covenant.edu.

CULINARY-COLORADO.COM

by Janessa Chupp
janessa.chupp@covenant.edu

Folksy music beckons from a
wooden doorway across McCallie
Avenue. Inside, a familiar winding
staircase leads to booths and tables
clustered together in a dimly lit loft,
the perfect setting to crank out that
CHOW paper and enjoy a Deli Rose
sandwich. The Yellow Deli, with its
psychedelic mural, bearded waiters,
and strawberry smoothies, has long
been a favored gathering place for
Covenant students. We’re fond of
quirky things and good food, and the
Deli gives us a hearty dose of both.
For a place that fascinates us so
much, it’s surprising how little we
know about the Yellow Deli and its
history in Chattanooga. Our reflections on the people there don’t often
extend very far past a comment or
two on their eclectic dress or identifying them as “hippies.” But there is
much more to be curious about.
The Yellow Deli was founded in
Chattanooga in the 70s by a religious group called the Twelve Tribes.
Its membership was originally an offshoot of First Presbyterian Church,
due to a split caused by differences of
belief in regard to Sabbath observance. Since the 70s, the Twelve
Tribes group has grown to form
communities that extend through 11
states and eight other countries.
Though the Twelve Tribes community believes in Jesus (they call
him by his Hebrew name, Yahshua)
as Savior from sin and brokenness,
they do not consider themselves
Christians. In fact, they believe that

Christianity has terribly misunderstood the Bible. The “gospel” of the
Twelve Tribes has a strong emphasis
on separateness from the world, a
community lifestyle and devotion
to giving up personal possessions.
Members of the community all live
in a large, simply furnished house
together, take part in household
chores together, and run the business of the Yellow Deli together.
All Twelve Tribes communities
run their own businesses, partly in
refusal to take part in worldly structures, and partly as an evangelistic
tool. The Yellow Deli, strategically
located near the UTC campus,
ensures a steady flow of college students who will be attracted to food
and radical religious movements.
Sabbath observance is another mark
of the Twelve Tribes’ separateness.
It is observed from sundown on
Friday until the following night in
a celebration that includes shouting, singing, dancing, and the sort
of delicious food that helps make
the Deli so popular. Twelve Tribes
members grow some of their own
food as part of their emphasis on
holism and health.
There is much that is attractive
in the Twelve Tribes way of life,
but there are also some genuine
concerns to be had. The group has
always been a controversial part
of Chattanooga history with its
emphasis on separateness and its
unfamiliar theology, and several
condemning articles were written
about them in a wave of fear shortly
after an unrelated cult leader named
Jim Jones poisoned almost one

thousand of his people in 1978. At
this time the Tribes faced so much
opposition in Chattanooga that they
soon relocated their community
to Vermont, where things only got
worse. Once the opposition settled
down, some members moved back
to the Chattanooga area and the Yellow Deli was reopened in 2008.
Randy Nabors, pastor of New
City Fellowship PCA in Chattanooga, expressed his first experience
with the “Yellow Deli people” as
one of “curiosity and some admiration.” He respected their ideals of
community and racial reconciliation, but became troubled by their
authoritarian structure and withdrawal from society. His concerns
are shared by RUF campus minister Ron Brown, who encourages
dialogue and interaction between
Covenant students and non-Christians, but is concerned by Covenant
students supporting the Deli. He
is troubled that many students are
willing to go to the Deli regularly
without considering what they may
be supporting. He makes the point
that it is often much easier for us
to maintain our comfortable habits
rather than ask hard questions
about where our money goes. Both
men see the Tribes addressing real
issues in the church, but providing
answers that amount to unhealthy
additions to Scripture that are contrary to the gospel.
Even if you’re sitting under a basket chandelier sipping matte as you
read this, the presence of the Twelve
Tribes in Chattanooga should give
you some things to think about-particularly considering the ways
they may serve as a challenge to our
own faith.
One clear challenge that the
Tribes present us with is the question of faith and works. After
attending a Twelve Tribes Sabbath
service with some fellow students
this semester, we all came away
convicted of the ways that our own
faith does not line up with practice.
We often use the catchphrase “in
the world, not of the world” as a
pathetic coverup for “in the world,
and looking exactly like the world.”
Whether we disagreed with what
we saw in the Tribes’ service or not,
we witnessed an example of people
whose theology fully impacted the
way that they lived. If we believe we
have been entrusted with the gospel, our actions and lifestyle should

be clear evidence.
Another significant thing my interaction and research has taught me
is that the Christ and Culture class
at Covenant actually matters. We
get so sick of talking about engaging
culture around here that we assume
that everyone else talks about it,
too. But I spoke with a man at the
Twelve Tribes Sabbath service who
told me that he believes culture
cannot be changed, so it is better to
basically start afresh in new communities. Everything we do here at
Covenant really comes down to that
one important idea: that culture
really is something that can be transformed for the glory of God.
There is more that could be said
about the Twelve Tribes and their
Deli. If this article has made you
curious, having the Deli nearby
provides many opportunities for
thoughtful engagement with people
who are quite different from the
average Covenant student. One of
those opportunities occurs every
Tuesday night at seven, when the
Twelve Tribes holds a discussion
forum at the Deli, open for anyone
interested to ask questions. Covenant senior Jon Auffarth has been
regularly attending these forum
discussions and has built friendships
with a number of the Tribes members, and he is also open to sharing
about his experience and what he
has learned from them.
If nothing else, next time you’re
planning on a late night study session and a lamb sandwich, you’ll
probably see something beyond the
beards and the mural.

Correction
In last week’s
Bagpipe issue
58.11, “The New
Face of HR” was
not written by
Caroline Cassio. It
was written by
Rebekah Taft.
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Has Lou Gone Coo-Coo?
by Andrew Mollenkof
andrew.mollenkof@covenant.edu

When you hear the name Lou Reed,
my guess is that you think of the Velvet Underground or perhaps one of
his many singles, like “Take a Walk
on the Wild Side,” or even songs he
is featured in such as “Some Kind of
Nature” by the Gorillaz. The man
is no stranger to the rock and roll
spotlight. Today, he is 69 years old,
which is a ripe old age to still be
making music — one of the reasons
his most recent album Lulu is attention grabbing. Even more shocking
was the fact that Reed had recorded
an album with metal band superstars Metallica. When I think Metallica, I rarely think of the acoustic
rhythms that can be heard in many
of Reed’s songs. I was in for a pretty
big shock when my roommate and I
listened to Lulu.
Lulu is not only musically one of
the worst albums I have ever heard,
but it is also one of the most ridiculous albums I have experienced
lyrically, and this is largely because of
Lou Reed. In fairness, when looking
at Reed’s music career, he has had
some pretty weird endeavors — like
his experimental band, the Metal
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Machine Trio. But Reed’s weird moves
of the past don’t begin to compare to
the strangeness of Lulu. The album’s
sound is the familiar aggressive fast
tempo metal that is common to
Metallica, which I don’t think is
horrendous. But when you swap out
James Hetfield for an aged Lou Reed,
you have yourself a recipe for music
that is probably illegal to listen to in

some countries. The sound truly is
terrible. I just want you to imagine for
a moment a voice very similar to that
of Johnny Cash in the song “When
the Man Comes Around” and then
add heavy metal guitar riffs in the
background. If you are imagining this,
you already know why Lulu is bad,
but to convince you further, let’s look
at the lyrics of the album.

The lyrics in this album are
quite confusing in some places and
disturbing in others. For instance,
the song “Brandenberg Gate”
is written from the first-person
perspective of a girl and says things
like, “I’m just a girl who’s gonna
give life a whirl,” which is especially creepy because a 69-year-old
man is singing it. Other lyrics say
disturbing things like, “Worship,
worship, pain and evil have their
place,” and “I want so much to hurt
you, I want so much to hurt you, I
want so much to hurt you, marry
me, I want you as my wife.” These
lyrics are disturbing and give the
entire album a backdrop of oddity
and depravity. Lyrics like these are
not uncommon to heavy metal and
many listeners of metal excuse the
lyrics because they enjoy the sound
of the vocals. No listener would
enjoy the sound of Reed’s ancient
voice enough to endure the odd
disgusting lyrics.
There is no joy to be gained
from listening to this album; it is
a complete disaster in every sense
of the word. Please retire with the
last shreds of dignity you have, Lou
Reed, and never try your hand at a
metal album like Lulu ever again.

DANCEMACABRE.CO.UK

by Andrew Mollenkof
andrew.mollenkof@covenant.edu

These ventricles like tentacles
Constrict around my heart.
I’m just a box of mistakes.
All wrapped up in this steel clavicle cage.
Tinny tiny heart, tinny tiny cave.
I tap Morse code on the bars
Beating out rhythms, invisible
wavelengths of honesty.
And if it would help I would cut
open my chest
If it meant you could understand me.
We misunderstand and miscommand our deepest parts.
A mind, a heart, race miles apart.
You people, my people, made of
sinew and dust
I can't give you my heart but I can
give you my happy rage.
The ink from my veins flow from
my heart to page
So that my love, my pulse,
Transcend this cage.

What to Make of Drake

by John Drexler

john.drexler@covenant.edu

Drake has got to be the saddest
man in pop music. He got famous
too young, he’s addicted to alcohol
and sex, he’s a warm-blooded soul
artist trapped in a Lil’ Wayne partyrap industry, and he’s outwardly
emotional to the point of his own
undoing. In other words, he’s the
R&B artist we’ve needed for years.
He is a walking, talking commentary on the downfall of popular
hip-hop and the rise of introspective,
ambient R&B. In the words of The
Roots’ drummer ?uestlove, we have
entered the “Post-Yeezy” era, in reference to Kanye West’s public emotional
unraveling through unconventional
hip-hop. In this context, Drake reveals
his sophomore album Take Care: an
interrogation of himself put to ambient beats with little to no pop appeal.
The soulful, depressed R&B tracks

on Take Care are glances behind the
curtain of mainstream hip-hop. Drake
can still play the role of the untouchable
boss on tracks like “Lord Knows” and
“Underground Kings,” but these façadetracks are diminishing quickly. Drake’s
real story is bursting through every seam
in his music, and it turns out to be way
more interesting than the fabricated
story about the untouchable boss.
Take Care is a painful but riveting listen. Instead of tracks about
the good life of the filthy rich rapper, Take Care offers, “I don’t have
much to believe in… Too many
drinks have been given to me… I
have some women that’s living off
me… I’m ashamed… Having a
hard time adjusting to fame…” He’s
a depressed rock star who hates every part of the rock star lifestyle. He
misses the simplicity of his teenage
years but he loves his money. He
hates his own promiscuity, but can’t
quit drinking and using women.

“Marvin’s Room” chronicles
Drake’s inner monologue during
a drunken phone call to his high
school sweetheart. It’s not endearing. It’s not romantic. It’s devastating. The droning, eerie synth
sounds and barren beat drag out
this painful exposition into a stunningly cathartic R&B masterpiece.
“I don’t think I’m conscious of
making monsters out of the women
I sponsor ‘til it all goes bad.”
Take Care is nearly an hour
and a half of sparse beats, patient
rap, non-radio-friendly R&B, and
unbroken focus on one subject:
Drake’s personal life. His penchant
for soul samples and cutting-edge
beat production give oxygen to his
eloquent narrative. Regardless, it’s
no small task to dig through Take
Care’s emotions and minimalism.
But as an important moment in
hip-hop and R&B’s evolution, I’m
sure the dig is worthwhile.
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In
Time
‘Stache
by Clayton Powers

clayton.powers@covenant.edu

by Wilson Ricketts

wilson.ricketts@covenant.edu

Another no-shave November has come and
gone at Covenant College, leaving many a male
face swathed in a fresh crop of beard. For those
of you contemplating a shave – stop! Don’t
reach for that razor! Before once again relegating your cheeks to baby-bottom smoothness,
there is one facial phenomenon that you ought
to ponder. Ladies and gentlemen, I present for
your consideration – the mustache.
Not too long ago, the mustache was in a
sad state of affairs, having fallen into widespread societal disfavor. While the true reason
for this fall from grace may never be known,
it is probably safe to say that it had something
to do with the fact that during the 90s every
single creepy guy featured on the national
evening news sported a ‘stache. But today,
the 90s are ancient history and this stigma is
quickly becoming a thing of the past. A new
day is dawning for hairy upper lips.
If you are a guy who has considered growing a mustache but are worried about how it
would go over with the rest of the world, have
no fear. The mustache is now an undeniable
asset. According to sophomore Aften Whitmore, a face with a mustache can be described
in one word: “Intriguing.”
“Mustaches add a sense of mystery to
someone’s face,” continued Whitmore. “It’s
like, ‘What’s behind curtain number one?’”
Sold on the idea of a mustache but not sure
of how to get started? Here are a few tips to set
you well on your way to mustachioed glory:
Grow it all out. For starters, grow out your
beard along with the ‘stache. A mature mus-

tache looks great by itself. Two weeks’ growth
of hair on just your upper lip doesn’t. If you
haven’t been naturally endowed with beard
powers, don’t despair. Just resign yourself to
the fact that for the first month of growth, any
time you walk into a grocery store you’re going
to get a weird look from every mother in sight.
Wax it up. If your mustache is a bit on the
sparse side, a little mustache wax can make a
world of difference (Salvador Dali anyone?). A
thin, unwaxed mustache is really nothing more
than a wispy curtain of hair drooping off of your
lip. And that looks just as gross as it sounds.
Keep it clean. If neglected, even the finest
mustache can quickly degenerate into something that looks like a mangy caterpillar that
rolled around in soggy bread crumbs. Use a
small pair of scissors or a small trimmer to keep
it well-groomed, remember to wipe away bits of
food after meals, and even use some shampoo
and conditioner on it every once in a while.
Be patient. This is an art that takes repetition to master. Don’t give up if you don’t get
perfect results the first time around.
There could not be a more apt conclusion to
this article than to cite one of Covenant’s foremost mustache mavens, Jake Graham: “The
great thing about having a mustache is you're
in great company,” says Graham. “When you
grow a mustache you have something in common with such memorable men as Salvador
Dali, Tom Selleck, Apollo Creed, Theodore
Roosevelt, Hulk Hogan, Nacho Libre, Samuel
Clemens, Charlie Chaplin, Yosemite Sam,
Sam Elliott, and Napoleon's Uncle Rico.”
No excuse could stand in the face of such
an argument. So what are you waiting for?
Get to growing!

Few of us ever get the feeling that we have
enough time. But the comforting fact of the
matter is that, as far as anyone knows, I have as
much time as you do, and I’m glad that we’re
making an exchange right now, my time for
yours, as you read this article. But would you
be as willing to sacrifice that same time if you
knew you only had days, or even hours, to live?
What if your daily meal depleted your ticker and
tuition was paid in years? In the world of In Time
(Andrew Niccol), moments are traded like currency, but the system of exchange is heavily biased
towards those in power, who exercise a death grip
on the poor through economics. Time is money,
and the rich live forever, while the expired bodies of
the poor lie forgotten along dark alleyways.
Will Salas (Justin Timberlake) sees the
results of this inequity day to day in the slums
of Dayton, where people live, quite literally,
from paycheck to paycheck. He knows the
high cost of living on borrowed time, and
rarely has any to spare. But everything changes
for Will when he rescues a high roller from a
gang of local thugs who are looking to clean
his clock and rob the man of over a century.
Grateful but burnt out on the eons he has
gained and spent, the man transfers his own
time to Will, and charges him with not wasting it. With a new lease on life, Will sets about
fighting the injustices of a corrupt system in
which “many must die in order for some to live
forever.” With time being closely regulated, however, a hundred years does not go unnoticed, and
Will quickly discovers that time is not his only
enemy. Pursued by a time-keeping cop (Cillian
Murphy), he partners with Sylvia Weis (Amanda
Seyfried), the rebellious daughter of a time magnate, to become an hour-heisting Bonny and

Clyde pair bent on redistributing the wealth.
In Time creates a world in which everyone
lives with the knowledge of exactly how much
time is left to them, an understanding that
should fundamentally alter the way in which
people go about their lives. Perhaps this idea
would not be so bad, as I think that many of us
would benefit from having a glowing timepiece
on our arm. Countless things vie for our time every day, and far too much is wasted (I will be the
first to admit at being a poor steward of time) in
pursuit of things that lack ultimate importance.
But in the film, little time is spent thinking
about eternity, or about the God of eternity.
Neither Sylvia and Will consider the implications of their theft of the time of others, playing
God themselves by numbering the proverbial
hairs on the heads of the rich. In Time fails to
address the moral issues inherent in the world it
creates, marring a story that could have otherwise been truly spectacular in its consideration
of a theme that unites all of its viewers.
If this film were a wristwatch, it would run
a tad fast. While the larger hand seems to
roll on slowly until arriving at a near stop (by
failing to address the issues mentioned above),
the minute hand whirs frantically, with chase
following heist, ticked off in rapid succession
after the first half of the film. Despite its moral
and even logical shortcomings, In Time is fastpaced, action-packed, and entertaining, with
two leads who are at least likable. Justin Timberlake succeeds in playing a role that some
might be able to sympathize with, and for once
I found myself not hating him for playing a
self-obsessed jerk. However, as the two time
bandits “reclaim” the time that they believe has
been stolen from them, I found it difficult to
cheer for the good guys. In conclusion, In Time
may not be worth the two hours you spend in
exchange for a night at the movies.
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USA: World Police? Is Revolt the

by Andrew Mollenkof

andrew.mollenkof@covenant.edu

Back on October 14, President
Obama deployed 100 troops, mostly special forces, to central Africa
on a mission to apprehend Joseph
Kony, the leader of the Lord’s Resistance Army. Kony is wanted by the
International Criminal Court for
crimes against humanity, and the
LRA has been responsible for the
kidnapping and murder of thousands of people. There is a whole
organization, Invisible Children,
that works to heal the societies that
have been ripped apart by Kony’s
use of child soldiers. So when I
read an article on Obama trying to
remove Kony from power my heart
leaped inside of my chest. But it
wasn’t joy — it jolted with a mass
wave of skepticism.
Obama is trying to do some good
in the world, but is it the right
strategy? He himself admitted that
Kony is not a threat to national
security, but he simply felt that it
was time the LRA was stopped. This
is not the first time America has
tried to remove a leader in Africa.
Most memorable is probably the illfated attempt to remove Mohamed
Farrah Aidid from Somalia, which
resulted in the infamous Battle of
Mogadishu, popularly referred to
as Black Hawk Down. Black Hawk
Down was a disaster and we have
learned from our mistakes. The

soldiers Obama has deployed are
going to be supporting the military
forces already fighting Kony. The
kind of support we are going to lend
is simply advice and information.
I admit the likelihood of American soldiers dying on the mission to
remove Kony is actually quite small
but that hasn’t completely assuaged
my fears. Perhaps it is my little faith
in our government, but one of my
first thoughts when hearing how
few troops are being deployed is
that Obama is seizing a chance to
look good. Is it just a coincidence
that Obama is finally taking action
against the LRA as our nation is
approaching an election year? I
also wonder if Obama is choosing to take on the LRA because
as conflicts go, African conflicts
typically pull on the heartstrings
of the American public more than
other conflicts. I am pretty cynical
about the places our government
chooses to intervene, especially
when conflicts like the current drug
war in Mexico are occurring right
next door to us.
Perhaps I am being unfair to our
president and his cabinet, but I
think the facts might show that our
efforts, as well as the American social
conscience, are somewhat misguided.
The death toll that has been attributed
to the LRA since 2008 is estimated
around 2,400, according to CNN.
This is certainly a sad figure, but it
is by no means a high one, relative

to other world conflicts, such as the
Mexican drug war I just mentioned.
In 2010, according to CNN, there
were 12,456 killings in Mexico
from January to December. CNN
also estimates that there have been
over 30,000 drug-related deaths in
Mexico since December 2006. This
drug problem also directly affects
Americans because we are the highest
consumers of the drugs. Obama, however, has done very little about this
situation. Sure, he has given billions
of dollars to finance the war on drugs,
but that doesn’t seem to have solved
the problem. The war on drugs in
Mexico is not the only crisis the world
faces right now, just a handy example.
In the end, I think Obama’s reasons for sending troops to fight the
LRA may be a little suspicious. It is a
complicated situation, but I question
the ways our government chooses
to involve our military. Why, when
our country has problems of its own
to deal with, as well as the problems
of our neighbors, do we send troops
to other continents? I would like to
think that our government isn’t about
political posturing, but I am just not
so sure. I really don’t think we need
to be sending troops to more places
in the world until we figure out problems we already have on our plate. I
don’t think it is America’s duty to be
the world police, but with that said,
Joseph Kony has committed atrocies,
and if we are going to get involved, I
hope we find him.

Solution?

by Philip Pugh

philip.pugh@covenant.edu

In the last Bagpipe, Seth Mayberry
presented a case for armed revolt
against the government of the United States. He claims that current
US policies regarding foreign relations, drugs, abortion, and the like
make clear the fact that the federal
government is no longer upholding
our natural rights and that therefore
armed revolt is warranted. There
was a time when his argument
would have been compelling for
me: I believed the Lockean rhetoric
of the Declaration of Independence
as much as any American. But now
I’m not so sure it’s Biblical.
What exactly do I mean here? I
mean that when I look at the Scriptures, I see little case for revolution,
even over issues as revolting as these
(pun intended). When I read Romans 13 or first Peter 2:17 and hear
the apostles telling their listeners to
“submit to the governing authorities” or to “fear God and honour the
emperor,” somehow I get the impression that the situation must need to
be extremely dire before a revolution
has biblical warrant. All of a sudden, I find myself realizing that in
1776, faithfulness to scriptural ethics

would have required me to be a Tory.
You see, if we are going to talk
about human rights violations,
Nero makes the modern US government look rather tame, what
with burning Christians as torches
for his garden parties. Indeed, one
is hard-pressed to find any biblical
examples of anything more than
civil disobedience (Shadrach, Meshach, Abednego, and Daniel, for
instance). It’s one thing to stand
up for one’s rights under law, as
Paul did on one or two occasions
— it’s a whole different matter to
take up arms.
I am not attempting to say, naturally, that I have all the answers to
the very real problems pointed out
in the article. Indeed, I might add
all sorts of other issues. What it is
to say is that revolution is not warranted in this case — indeed, I can
think of very few cases that would
warrant armed revolt. Following
Lockean logic of the social contract
seems to lead us in directions that
should be suspect from a Biblical
standpoint. We need to be careful
how much we buy into the idols of
liberty and thereby neglect the true
liberty found in Jesus Christ, to
whom all political ideologies must
be subordinate.
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An Oppotunity Not To Be Missed
by Emily Haas

emily.haas@covenant.edu

Editor’s note: We can’t stress
enough the benefits of studying
abroad. Below is more detail on
one of the programs that Covenant
partners with in African and
Thailand, Go ED.
Having experienced the blessing
of studying abroad and considering it an invaluable experience
during my college career, this is
my attempt to get you to consider studying abroad.
Studying abroad takes you
beyond the classroom walls into
the world where you can gain
insight into different cultures.
There is no substitute for being
exposed to different ways of
thinking and living and being
pushed outside of what you
consider normal. Having your
assumptions and way of thinking
challenged pushes you to work
through issues that you would
not otherwise face, an experience

I consider invaluable.
I found that being a student
gives you the perfect time and
excuse to travel and experience
another culture without being a
tourist or an employee. I loved
being able to tell people that I was
just in their country to learn for
four months with no other agenda.
Studying abroad opens up your
eyes to international relations
and affairs. It allows your assumptions about politics and
economic issues to be challenged and gives you a new perspective on worldwide issues. It
shows you what it means to be a
citizen of the world.
My particular study abroad experience was with Go ED. Go ED offers two programs — one in eastern
Africa, the other Thailand. Through
partnering with international
relief and development organizations in these two regions it offers
a unique study abroad experience.
Combining a diverse spectrum of
interesting and challenging courses,
a month-long practicum experi-

ence, a strong focus on dealing
with poverty issues, emphasizing
spiritual formation, living in community, and intense cross-cultural
engagement gives it a very different
flavor from a traditional university
learning
experience.
For

students
who are
willing, this is a unique experience
to study and experience life in a
developing country and grapple
with the issues you will not come
across in your own culture or home
university.
The courses offered in both

programs focus on cultural, social,
political, and religious issues with
specific themes for each region
explored in more depth. Courses
include development studies,
literature and arts, history, religion
and culture, and a particular issue
specific to the region — the program
in Africa focuses on peace building
and conflict resolution, and on the
exclusion and exploitation of the
Mekong.
The month-long practicum
experience in the middle of the
semester gives you the unique
opportunity to learn by doing.
The leaders of the program take
care in finding placements specific
to your interests, passions, and
major. They work hard at finding
ways for this month to give you a
little piece of working in an area
that you are interested in and passionate about.
As community life is a strong
focus for Go ED, opportunities to
integrate academics with community involvement are promoted.
Student life combines cultural,

social, spiritual and academic
experiences and Go ED’s hope
is for students to learn to apply
classroom learning to actual opportunities and learn that living
and learning are intertwined.
Go ED. was created to expose
students to both spiritual and
physical poverty that plagues this
world and to show students that
change ultimately begins with
yourself. This program is for those
who wish to engage with culture.
The more you put in, the more
you will get out of the program.
Give studying abroad at least
a serious thought. Covenant
offers several different options, all of which I am sure
are worth your time. So, I’d encourage you to consider taking
a semester to learn elsewhere,
whether it be through Go ED
or another program. It will
be an experience of a lifetime.
What that will look like will
depend on both you and the
program, but it is worth your
consideration, I promise.

Lackluster Choices in Politics
by Austin Shelton
austin.shelton@covenant.edu

As I scour the endless pages of
articles and videos available to the
internet news reader, one of the
hottest topics seems to be the presidential debates and campaigns of
the United States. Seriously, even Al
Jazeera English is running articles
on this stuff.
Quick, pick your favorite candidate so far. Herman Cain, Mitt
Romney, or maybe Obama again?
Any Michele Bachmann fans out
there? If you are still deciding,
that’s okay. There are quite a few to
choose from, and at this point it is
still too early to shun all other candidates and root for B-Rock Obama
or William Tecumseh Herman.
But even more important than
knowing who is running and what
they stand for is the question of what
exactly this means for you as a Christian. One nagging problem I find
with the American electoral system
is that in the end, we realistically
have only two choices to pick from.
Before you tune out, this is not an

argument for a European model with
dozens of parties that may or may
not have any actual majority power.
Covenant’s motto implies that

our identity as believers should
inform our decisions, even if those
informed decisions do not look all
that different from the ones made

by “uninformed” pagans. With that
thought in mind, let’s say I choose
to vote in the coming election. That
raises some interesting questions.

RITHOLZ.COM

What if I decide to vote for Obama?
I didn’t the first time, because I
wasn’t old enough to vote (though I
was old enough to run the election
polls. Figure that one out). But what
if I don’t want to give him another
shot, and decide to vote for Herman
Cain or Mitt Romney — whoever
wins the slug match? On the other
hand, what if I don’t want to vote
for either, because both of them set
off theological warning alarms in my
head? Do I just pick whoever has the
quieter alarm, and hope that nothing too evil comes of it, or do I just
abstain from voting altogether? With
the Electoral College, it’s not like my
vote will count for much anyway.
Is it even wise for us as Christians
to take a side and feed the argument
culture that is national politics?
Perhaps not. But on the other hand,
is it responsible for us to abstain,
alienating ourselves from the
physical and fiscal concerns of the
nation? Again, not really ideal.
The question is: what do we do?
I don’t really have an answer. If you
do, please don’t beat me over the
head with it.
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Lockout Unlocked

by Nate Drexler

nate.drexler@covenant.edu

On Saturday morning, November
26, NBA players and owners agreed
on a deal that would tentatively
start the 62-game NBA season on
Christmas Day.
Notwithstanding the small sphere
of obsessive NBA fans, most spectators decided to focus on the big item
on the docket — the split of basketball related income between owners
and players. And let's be honest, how
many people really care about amnesty, revenue splitting, and sign and
trade clauses? Since seven percent
of all basketball related income was
being disputed, onlookers started
to point the finger about who was
being greedy in the negotiations. So
whose fault was the lockout? The
answer to that question evolved over
the last few months, and certainly
differed depending on whom you
asked, but at the core of most
arguments were words like “greed,”
“selfishness,” and even “plantation.”
At a glance, the owners look like
the big winners as far as protecting
their income goes. In 2005, the

collective bargaining agreement
gave 57 percent of basketball related
income (BRI) to the players. In this
new agreement, the owners drew
a hard line and got the players to
agree to accept only 51.15 percent
of BRI. This wasn’t the only loss
for the players, but it certainly was
the biggest, especially considering
the losses they took in not playing
games for three weeks while they
tried to fight for their income.
Even considering the new BRI
split, it's tricky to play the blame
game, but popular support for
"the underdogs" seems to foster an
anti-owners sentiment, the same
Occupy Wall Street hysteria bolsters
anti-one-percent ideals. After all,
no one likes it when the 30 richest
guys at the table end up getting
richer, especially when it means we
can’t watch basketball. But to fully
understand the lockout, you (and I)
have to look past our gut instincts
to point the finger and say “greed,”
“selfishness,” and “plantation.”
The problem with most arguments
against either the players or the owners is that they neglect to acknowledge
what the NBA is. It’s a business,

and more specifically a business in a
capitalist country. Businesses want to
make money, and employees at businesses want to be taken care of. That’s
the nature of the beast, and the NBA
is no exception. It’s going to seem
greedy when owners want to pennypinch and squeeze their employees,
and it’s especially going to seem greedy
when employees make a huge salary,
but want a “more fair” share of the
revenue. It’s relative, and there’s just no
two ways about it. Put differently, if
you have qualms with greed, then you
probably also have qualms with capitalism. You just can’t separate the two.
That said, what happened between
the players association and owners was
nothing more than an honest to goodness business negotiation.
Of course most citizens in the 99
percent would think it ridiculous
for millionaires and billionaires to
argue over how to split up billions
of dollars. ESPN’s Mike Wilbon
went on a rant several weeks ago
about the issue. But most onlookers
fail to make a necessary observation about the lockout and the
agreement. This is a business, and
businesses do not thrive without

looking out for themselves.
Players had mixed reactions during
the lockout, but ultimately tried to
play the victim card throughout.
Twitter was overwhelmed by “let us
play” posts and seemingly bored players who “would do anything” to get
back on the court. Interesting stance,
considering they rejected a 50-50
split to “get back on the court.”
Companies jumped on the bandwagon as well, raising support for
the players, and in turn, their own
product. Nike launched a “basketball never stops” campaign that
painted its athletes with a “whatever
it takes” brush. It might have been
beneficial for someone to launch a
“capitalism never stops” campaign to
rival that of Nike’s. Just a thought.
The big question now, though,
with less than a month before the
first games, is which teams the
lockout benefited and which it
hurt. There are numerous ways to
look at that question economically,
but thankfully because of the very
nature of sports, it seems to be a
question that will only be answered
when guys like Lebron James, Kevin
Durant, and Kobe Bryant get back

on the court and start going at each
other once again.
The good news is this — most
everyone will likely forget about the
lockout once they see their favorite
stars hit the hardwood again. That’s
the other nature of the NBA that has
gone without mention in the past
few months. It’s an exciting sport
filled with memorable moments —
moments that will instantly remind
us why we love this game.
So maybe it was greed that drove
the lockout. Maybe the owners and
players are both to blame for so
selfishly looking out for their own
self interests. Or maybe those who
sat on their couches and shook the
finger of righteousness at these rich,
heinous men should consider for a
moment where their anger stemmed
from. For me, it was anger that I
could not watch basketball and
write about it. It was rage that my
livelihood was in question because
someone else couldn't figure out
their problems. It was because
something was taken from me that
was inherently mine. But seriously,
can you blame me for looking out
for my own self interests?

