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Styrofoam:

The 411
by Wynn Bennett
wynn.bennett@covenant.edu

After a long weekday of classes, homework, and business, every student can
appreciate retreating to the Great Hall
for a solid meal. But in the midst of such
a beautiful atmosphere, it’s a bit jarring
to consistently use Styrofoam plates and
disposable plastic utensils.
It isn’t a regularly occurring switch. Cameron Mitchell, the Chartwells supervisor,
acknowledges the environmental concerns
of using these difficult-to-recycle disposable products. “We try very hard not to use
Styrofoam plates at all,” Mitchell says. “When
we are forced to switch, it is usually due to
an unexpected problem with our dishwasher
suddenly breaking down. The machine works
very hard to run all day, every day. Sometimes
parts break or need to be replaced.”
Some students, such as environmentally aware Tyler Scharf, question why
the Great Hall does not use more easily
recycled paper products on these occasions. “I am aware that the dish washers
break down in Chartwells more than
a few times a semester, but there are
definitely alternatives to Styrofoam plates
and cups,” Scharf says. “But I think the
cost is greater with paper.”
Another potential difficulty with paper
products is their stability. Mitchell comment-

ed on the problems that could arise: “I would
love to use paper plates instead; however, they do
not support a third of the weight, and any sauce
or dressings can soften the paper really quickly.
Even the use of knives can create problems with
paper. If it helps, we are using a Styrofoam that
does not contain CFC.” (CFC, or chlorofluorocarbon, is a derivative of methane and ethane,
and has contributed severely to ozone depletion.)
However, Styrofoam is difficult — though not
impossible — to recycle, adding to the frustrations caused by its use. Scharf expressed a strong
concern that our use of Styrofoam is only adding
to the landfill problems that non-recyclables
present: “There is so much waste that goes out of
the Great Hall; why do we want to add to it by
dumping Styrofoam as well?”
Other students have also voiced opinions
of the use of Styrofoam products, which
range from practical to artistic. “It bothers
me that at any given meal, we use a minimum of one thousand plates,” said sophomore Holly Anne Dobbins, referring to the
large amounts of disposable dishes we see
heaping up in the trash cans that stand in
front of the usual dish disposal window.
However, the days that the washer quits also
provides a time to conserve power and water,
which is another big concern at Covenant
College. The question is, which has a more
positive long-term advantage: saving water
by using disposable dishes, or minimizing the
trash output by using normal ceramic dishes?
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The Presidential
Search Continues
by Calvin Cummings
calvin.cummings@covenant.edu

The search for the next president of Covenant College continues after a successful
second meeting of the Presidential Search
Committee in Atlanta, narrowing the list
of candidates to one-fourth of what it was
originally.
The first list of applicants had a little
over 100 names on it that had come from
personal nominations and nominations done
through the Covenant website.
System for Identifying Motivated Abilities
(SIMA) International, a consulting firm
which has successfully aided in the hiring of
new presidents at Christian colleges around
the country, first went throught the list, narrowing it down to about 40 applicants.
Marty Moore, Chairman of the Covenant
Board of Trustees and search committee chair, explained that this meeting was
primarily to continue narrowing down the
list. He explained that that is the method
the committee has chosen to undertake after
SIMA: slow deliberation and careful analysis
of the candidates.

“It’s the best way we believe we can pick a
candidate,” said Moore. “Obviously we are
prayerfully considering who the Spirit is leading us to throughout this process.”
Moore said that after this second meeting,
the number of candidates has been cut down
to a final 23. He also added that the committee
had carefully poured over the in-depth profiles
that had been made for each of the candidates.
“Four of the thirteen members of the board
were on the board that chose President Nielson,” Moore continued, “so we are thankful for
their experience.”
Blatantly inappropriate questions such as
“So is there a forerunner?” could not be asked.
Instead, this question was asked: “Do you
think the next president is in this list of 23?”
Moore paused for a moment and then said,
“Maybe, maybe not.” He continued by explaining that the committee is working hard to find
President Nielson’s replacement, and that the
list they’ve created has good men on it, but this
doesn’t guarantee that the next president will
come from this list. “We want to follow the
Holy Spirit,” says Moore, “Wherever that leads.”
continued on page 3
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Help Launch a
Business in 48 Hours

CREATEHERE.ORG

The Company Lab Mission:

To increase the viability of start-ups
in Chattanooga by connecting entrepreneurs with expertise, resources, and
community.

Values:

We believe creativity drives innovation,
innovation drives entrepreneurship,
and entrepreneurship drives sustained
economic growth.

What We Do:

Springboard:
An eight-week business planning course
for creatives and small business owners.
Springboard Accelerator: A fast-track
startup program designed for highgrowth potential startups.
Co.Starter: A mentor-driven start-up
accelerator investing $15K designed for
technology and product-based companies.
Peer Roundtables:
A facilitated meeting series designed for
CEOS.
Co.Lab:
A free workspace you can use to work,
connect with others, receive consulting
and interact with the Company Lab’s
staff and/or mentors.

by Rebekah Taft
rebekah.taft@covenant.edu

For entrepreneurial spirits and
students interested in business, computer science and graphic design,
practical experience can be found on
November 11 to 13 at the 48hour
Launch in downtown Chattanooga.
On its website, 48hour Launch is
described as a “weekend-long business start-up experience, designed
to inspire entrepreneurial action
at the local level.” This means that
Chattanooga entrepreneurs, creatives, and business leaders will have
the opportunity to present an idea,
gather a team of specialists, formulate a business plan, and launch a

company in a matter of 48 hours.
This year, participants can choose
to create a business plan that falls under one of three categories: technology based ideas, product based ideas
and social innovation. Three $10,000
prizes of business services will be
awarded to the winning teams.
While the event is not expressly
catered toward students and there
has been little involvement from
Covenant students in the past,
group leaders certainly welcome the
skill sets they can bring to the teams.
“Groups are in need of computer
science students, graphic design students, and some marketing students
to help them create websites. Most
of them want a live, working website

by the end of the 48 hours,” said Anthony Tucker, Director of the Center
for Calling and Career at Covenant.
The Company Lab, an organization that exists to increase the
viability of start-ups in Chattanooga, is the sponsor of the event,
which is happening for the third
time in Chattanooga this weekend.
Covenant alumnus Sheldon Grizzle
founded the Company Lab in September 2010.
While groups have already presented business ideas at the 48hour
Launch Pitch Night that took place
on November 3, the official 48
hours of work will begin on Friday,
November 11 at 6 p.m. at the
Company Lab.

“They will do a basic recap of
all the businesses, which is like the
pitch event, only faster. After that,
you can decide what team you
want to join based on if you like
the idea or have a skill set that they
need,” said Tucker, who has worked
with the Company Lab on several
projects and has attended 48hour
Launch in the past.
Tucker encourages students with
practical skill sets to show up at the
November 11 event and get involved
with a team. “It’s a very good way to
get very good practical experience
around a project,” he said.
Students can also stop by on Saturday or Sunday to help, whether it is
for a just a few hours or the entire day.

Faculty Quote of the Week
“I haven’t showered since I stopped teaching here.”

For students interested in seeing
what products, technologies and
social innovations come out of the
weekend, a $5 fee will admit them
to the Demo Night at 6 p.m. on
Sunday, November 13. Teams will
launch their businesses and the
public can vote for the winners at
the Track 29 venue.
Participant admission for the
event is $40 for the entire weekend,
which includes food, candy, coffee
and beer for the entire 48-hour
period. For students, the admission
price is discounted to $25. Registration can be completed online.
“It’s not for everyone, but certainly
a handful of students could really benefit from [the weekend],” said Tucker.

Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

- Dr. Wildeman
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The Verdict
Yes... It’s almost
Christmas.
No... You
shouldn’t be
listening to
Christmas
music.

Letters to the
editor are
welcome!

Investing: Covenant Students Give It a Try
by Grace Mullaney
grace.mullaney@covenant.edu

Since mid-September of this year,
the business and economics clubs
have been facing off in a game of
investment.
The game goes something like
this: the clubs are divided into six
teams — four business teams and
two economics teams. Each team
is given 1,000,000 dollars of fake
money to invest in the stock market
(no, Covenant College did not give
6,000,000 real dollars to this project).

The investments are entirely up to
them. The game is intended to teach
students how the stock market works
and how to manage a portfolio.
The two economics club teams
are holding onto first and second
place. The Bagpipe interviewed the
team currently in the lead — comprised of economics club members
John Drexler and Mitch Prentis
—on what they’ve learned while
acting as investors.
What has given the economics club
an edge in this game?
John: The study of economics gives

us an insight into the big picture.
The stock market is drastically dependent on international macroeconomic news right now, not just the
value of individual companies.
What have you learned through
this investment game?
Mitch: Never play tech-stock IPOs.
John: Never? Didn’t we make some
money on Groupon?
Mitch: We made a little bit of
money. OK, following the stock
market can give you an ulcer
But really, what did you learn?
John: As a firm believer in the doc-

trine of Warren Buffett, I look to the
long term for my investments. This
game has taught me that short-term
day trading is stressful, and you stand
to either lose or gain lots of money.
Mitch: I’ve learned how tightly connected the American and international markets are and how good news in
the American market can be quickly
wiped out by international news.
As of right now, John and Mitch have
gained $67,000 with their investments, accruing a 6.7 percent gain in
a little less than two months.
THEMIJACHRONICLES.COM

Send them by email to
bagpipe@covenant.edu,
with “Letter to the Editor”
in the subject line.
Or send letters to:
The Bagpipe, Box 689
14049 Scenic Highway
Lookout Mountain, GA
30750.

The Bagpipe
Established in 1955
Adrienne Belz
Editor in Chief

Grace Mullaney
Managing Editor

Grant Thomas
Layout Editor

Burkholder and Taft
News
Walter Somerville
Arts
Bestvater and Prentis Opinion
John Drexler
Sports
Naomi Belz
Photo
Annie Huntington
Copy
Zach Knuth
Distribution

Cliff Foreman
Faculty Advisor

This is a Covenant College student publication
The views expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect those of the College or the student body.

14049 Scenic Highway•Lookout
Mountain, GA 30750

If you would like the Bagpipe to
run a story on something, send
your suggestion by email to
bagpipe@covenant.edu with
“Story Idea” in the subject line.

For advertising inquiries,
contact Adrienne Belz at
bagpipe@covenant.edu.

Restaurant Review: Cancun
The Search
continued from page 1

The next meeting of the board
will be December 5, when they will
continue whittling down the list.
Moore has requested that Covenant
students be in prayer for the search
committee. He said the team will
need stamina to do their job well.
“Things will get tedious quickly,”
said Moore.
“The good thing about the committee is that everyone’s vote is
equal,” Moore expressed, noting that
Student Body President Jon Casselberry’s vote is equivalent to board
member Joel Belz. Moore is hoping
that God has put the right hearts into
those choosing the new president.

by Philip Pugh
philip.pugh@covenant.edu

So, it’s the middle of the semester
and the Great Hall is starting to
get a little old. In particular, you’re
craving good salsa, tortilla chips,
and taquitos. So what do you do?
You figure out a good place to
go out for Mexican (okay, Tex-Mex
for you purists). Which brings me
to my recommendation: Cancun
on Broad Street, located two blocks
after crossing under I-27 toward
downtown. This is a good place for
those times when you want somewhere with a little more atmosphere
than your usual burrito joint.
Upon entering, the first things you
are likely to notice are the three or
four tanks of fish near the entrance,
or the chalkboards announcing the

day’s special. Most times that I have
been there, it wasn’t crowded, but
then again, I haven’t been there at
peak. Unfortunately the restaurant
suffers from a location that probably
shouldn’t be frequented at later hours
of the night. However, for lunch or
an earlier dinner, this shouldn’t be a
problem. Apart from this the atmosphere is friendly, as are the staff.
Then there’s the food. If you ate
heavily at the previous meal, Cancun is not a good choice of restaurant, as even the less expensive items
on the menu are very well-sized. In
addition, there are complimentary
chips and salsa, both fresh.
The items on the menu are
reasonably priced and good, if
not terribly exciting. It’s comfort
food of the kind that Tex-Mex
restaurants like Cancun have been

providing us with for years. It’s hard
to improve on the classic burrito or
taquito covered in cheese and lettuce smothered by the refried beans
and rice on the side.
It may be a guilty pleasure that
shouldn’t be indulged if you’re taking
PE 151 and don’t burn many calories on a daily basis, but we all know
that it’s exactly what we want from
Mexican: good, filling, spicy (if that’s
your thing), but not terribly fancy.
Thus I give Cancun three out
of four stars. The atmosphere has
drawbacks, and the location leaves
something to be desired, but the
food is everything we know and
love about Mexican-American
food. The pricing is decent for what
you’re getting (particularly at lunch)
and the quality is just what you
want: good old-fashioned Mexican.
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Coldplay
by Robbie Brown
robbie.brown@covenant.edu

I’ve always been nervous about
writing reviews. I mean, who am I
to tell you why an album is good or
not? With that in mind, I would
simply like to share with you my
thoughts and opinions about Coldplay’s latest album Mylo Xyloto.
Mylo Xyloto is a little different than
the Coldplay we are used to. On this
album they have stepped a bit out of
their comfort zone by incorporating
pulsing dance beats and a lot of synth.
Due largely to Brian Eno’s production
(more like collaboration) on this album,
the electro vibe blends seemlessly with
Jonny Buckland’s lead guitar and Will
Champion’s dance-hall-worthy percussion. While exploring pop rhythms and
synthesizers, Coldplay has stayed true to
their sound in a remarkable way. There
are countless times when the booming
bass and kick drum are pulled back to
reveal an acoustic guitar keeping pace
and adding a little taste of that older
Coldplay sound we love so much.
Coldplay’s sound has been evolving
ever since their first album was released
in 2000, the same year as Radiohead’s
revolutionary Kid A. Their second al-

bum, A Rush of Blood to the Head, was
obviously influenced by Kid A, having
all the feel-good elements of pop but
some of the experimental quirks of a
band like Radiohead. Kid A changed
the music world; A Rush of Blood to
the Head changed mine. The natural progression of Coldplay’s sound
reached its climax in X&Y which gave
fans beloved hits like “Fix You,” but it
is arguably Coldplay’s weakest creative
effort, becoming exactly what their
previous album was not — a bunch of
overproduced radio hits. With Viva La
Vida, Coldplay took a step in a different direction and gave fans a concept
album which made the listener feel like
they were part of an epic involving Roman cavalry choirs, London cemeteries, and conversations with death.
With Mylo Xyloto’s pop-driven
sound, Coldplay has continued to
explore new styles while maintaining
that classic Coldplay vibe. With this
album, the band decided to make
music which better incorporated the
variety of music they enjoy. In an interview with Pitchfork, Chris Martin
said “F*** it, we'll make a record that
really reflects what we listen to, and it
doesn't matter what category it comes
from." He also talked about Radio-

head (the band they are compared to
most next to U2): “The way we differ
from Radiohead — who are unquestionably brilliant — is that, at the end
of the day, I'm still a slave to catchy
songs. I love sing-alongs. And within
the limits of that, we'll try anything.”
Coldplay’s stadium-ready, catchyas-ever anthems are what keep me
coming back for more, and Mylo
Xyloto steps it up, incorporating the
popular sounds of this decade. “I love
‘Last Friday Night’ by Katy Perry
almost as much as ‘Karma Police,’ and
if you want to straddle that line, you
have to take the slings and arrows”
said Martin. Coldplay straddles that
line with songs such as “Princess of
China,” which features a hip-hop beat
and Rihanna’s radio-perfected vocals.
Mylo Xyloto’s incorporation of various styles evokes a greatest hits album,
shifting from electronica reminiscent
of LCD Soundsystem to hip-hop
to classic Coldplay ballads like “Us
Against the World.” The album
reflects the dominant styles of today’s
music and sheds light on the listening
habits of the band. If, like Chris Martin and myself, you are slave to catchy
songs, this album is for you.

Comics

by Greg Steele

greg.steele@covenant.edu

If you had met me a few months
ago, I would have told you I had
never read and never would read a
comic book. Comic books were for
people like Sheldon Cooper on the
television show The Big Bang Theory,
nerds who obsess about the right day
to go to the comic store and who
wear Green Lantern t-shirts.
But then one day I was supposed to hang out and play some
music with Walter Somerville.
However, he had gotten distracted,
talking to Jon Auffarth and Heath
Taws about comic books, and I
ended up listening, quite confused,
to a long discussion of new and
upcoming comics. Not wanting to
be left out in such a cool group of
people, I sheepishly told them that
I wanted to get into comics. They
excitedly responded that the DC
comic book publisher was doing a
revamp and starting series back at
issue #1, so now would be a really
good time to start reading them.
The next week they had their
newly purchased comics out and
were reading them. Walter tossed
me a comic called Batwing and
said, “It’s the African Batman. It’s
awesome. Read it.” After the first

few pages I was engrossed. By
the next week, I was going to the
store and I have been back looking for more every week since,
whether at home or at Covenant.
The pull of comic books comes in
the uniqueness of the comic book
genre. Through having a visual
component, they cross the gap
between books and film. It almost
feels like you have finished a weekly
television series when you finish a
comic, though comics engage your
mind in different way than TV
does. There are multiple dimensions to appreciate — the art, the
storyline, the dialogue. Authors and
artists bring their own distinct styles
to a series, and can bring new depth
or a new perspective to well known
characters. It is an experience that
draws you in, in a way that no other
entertainment form can.
I am hooked. There is no way I
can go back to the days before comic
books. As a “novice” I cannot yet fully appreciate the different art styles
and the long heritage of authors, but
jumping in has been a fun experience, and I expect my appreciation
to grow with time. However, I do
know this — comic books aren’t just
for nerds. They are for anyone who
wants a richer entertainment experience than most out there right now.
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First Introductions
Who’s in Real Estate?
Alex Bleeker – bass, vocals
Martin Courtney – guitar, vocals
Matthew Mondanile – guitar, vocals
Jackson Pollis – drums
Jonah Maurer – keys, guitar
Where are they from? New Jersey
What do they sound like? Beach Boys, Band of Horses
by Walter Somerville
walter.somerville@covenant.edu

Real Estate’s Days is not an album
that demands your attention. The album’s wandering guitars and smooth
vocals make for a perfect soundtrack
to these autumn days, and if you
stop there, you won’t be disappointed. However, if you do take the time
to sit down and listen to the lyrics
and appreciate the instruments, you
will find Days to be a solid album
brimming with charm and depth.
The music is liquid, flowing
effortlessly from song to song,
which, beyond sounding great,
gives the album a fantastic sense of
cohesion. The band’s three guitarists mesh together seamlessly. It
would be easy for so many instruments to trip over each other (most
bands only have two guitarists),
but Days never feels convoluted.
Thanks to the use of smart layering
techniques, the album actually
feels quite spacious. Liberal use of
effects such as reverb and chorus
give it a dreamy, atmospheric feel
without compromising the authenticity of the sound.
The bass and drums are varied

and inventive, but never so complex
that they get in the way or steal the
spotlight. Alex Bleeker’s basslines
are groovy and creative, while
Jackson Pollis’s beats provide a solid
foundation for the other musicians,
though he never gets too complicated. Like the guitars, the rhythm
section works with the other instruments to make the best possible
combination, rather than spotlight
the abilities of each musician.
Martin Courtney’s vocals drift
lazily over the music, only adding to
the vintage dream-like feel of the record. His voice is as much an instrument as anything else on Days. Even
his lyrics, about summer loves, classic
cars, and lazy days on the beach, reinforce the feel of the music.
Despite being a new record, Days
feels nostalgic, though somehow
without ever seeming forced or contrived. It is a brilliantly constructed
record that not only showcases the
band’s individual talents, but even
more so proves the band’s impressive songwriting prowess and artistic
integrity. If you are looking for an
album to get you through the rest
of this fall semester, look no further
than Real Estate’s Days.

Peter DeLong Vaughn
by Chris Blake
chris.blake@covenant.edu

The new art show in Kresge
Memorial Library, “An Other,”
exhibits the paintings by Chattanooga local Peter DeLong
Vaughn. In his paintings, Mr.
Vaughn contrasts ideas that are
familiar to us with ideas that are
“other.” He first was inspired to
explore this contrast during a
recent trip to West Africa, where
he was struck by the complete
“otherness” of the culture he
was serving. Over time, Mr.
Vaughn began to photograph
anything that stood out to him
as other. The environmental
surroundings of his life in Africa

came to represent the otherness of
his cultural experience.
The paintings are on colorful
Dutch wax print cloth used by
West Africans for clothing, and
feature objects that were either
photographed by Mr. Vaughn or
stood out to him as other. The
method in which the objects are
displayed, however, is very familiar
and western. The West Africans
Vaughn lived with tended to think
about objects in context, and
would, therefore, display them
in the surroundings in which
they existed. Vaughn displays the
creatures and objects that he paints
on a relatively neutral background,
dismembered from their original
situations. The contrast between

the otherness of the objects that
Vaughn is painting and the familiar method he uses to display
them makes up the antithesis of
his paintings.
Aside from being a cultural
statement, Mr. Vaughn’s painting’s are just plain cool, and will
appeal to just about everyone
— even those without multiple
classes of art history under their
belts. This show will be open until Thanksgiving break. Whether
you want to go and reflect on
Mr. Vaughn’s cultural experience
and his concept of other, or just
want to go see some really awesome paintings of cool bugs, you
should definitely stop by the art
gallery to see Mr. Vaughn’s show.

by Clayton Powers
clayton.powers@covenant.edu

Nature heaves a heavy sigh
As chiller winds are blowing, high
Above the tree tops mix’d color
Deeper hues than of the summer
Dying soon, but to discover
Soon again, the breath of life.
Nature heaves a heavy sigh
As time rushes impatient by
Waits for no man nor tree nor beast
But eager waits for wedding feast
Christ and His Church the union of
What is below and is above.
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Putting the “A” in ADHD
by Clark Sealy
clark.sealy@covenant.edu

Imagine this: you’re studying with
a fellow student, cramming for a
test, when he suddenly pulls out
a small pill and swallows it with
some water. He explains that he
bought the pill from a friend that
had attention-deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD) for five bucks to
use as a study drug.
The pill was Adderall, and
his action represents a rapidly
growing trend among academia,
especially at the collegiate level.
Healthy students around the
country are striking deals to buy
and sell prescription psychostimulant drugs such as Adderall and
Ritalin — not to get high, but to
get higher grades. A recent study
of 11,000 undergraduate students
showed that over 25 percent of
students at upper-level private institutions have illegally used study
drugs during difficult stretches of
the school year, despite the fact

that this is a crime punishable by
prison under United States law.
Starting in the late 1990s,
when the number of prescriptions for drugs counteracting the
effects of ADHD was growing
exponentially, students at Ivy
League schools began routinely
taking substances that might give
them that edge in a competitive
environment. As the number
of prescriptions increased, the
availability of illegally obtainable
psychostimulants also increased.
Soon, getting an “Addy” at
most state or upper level private
institution required only a brief
inquiry of friends and twenty
bucks, the going rate for an Adderall during finals week.
How does this tie back to
Covenant? South Tennessee,
North Georgia, and Alabama have
some of the highest percentages
of ADHD-diagnosed students,
many of whom receive medication. Naturally, Covenant as an
upper-level private institution

fosters a community of students
dedicated to academic success. In
combination, these factors create
a prime environment for rampant
abuse of study drugs. How many
students use study drugs illegally?
More than you would expect. I
know of at least nine individuals taking medication for ADHD
and a couple of them that have
given pills to other non-diagnosed
individuals on campus.
The battle is set in bioethics
between opposing groups; the
current minority group supporting
the use of nootropics (substances
boosting cognitive ability) against
the majority declaring the use of
study drugs as unethical and dangerous. For proponents of study
drugs, several key facts anchor
their argument. Studies of these
drugs do show there is at least a
temporary increase in cognition,
memory, intelligence, motivation,
attention, and concentration even
in normal individuals. Furthermore, the line between learners

with exceptionalities that can
legally take psychostimulants and
regular learners is far from distinct.
Finally, there are other nootropics
very commonly used such as caffeine, which has been shown to
increase alertness and performance,
blurring the lines between which
substances should be allowed and
which should be illegal.
Psychostimulants, however,
are highly dangerous and often
detrimental. Adderall, a combination of amphetamine salts, can be
very addicting and has numerous
negative side effects. The biggest
deterrent for me, however, can
be summarized in a statement
from the President’s Council on
Bioethics in 2003: "We must
live, or try to live, as true men
and women, accepting our finite
limits, cultivating our given gifts,
and performing in ways that are
humanly excellent. To do otherwise is to achieve our most desired
results at the ultimate cost: getting
what we seek or think we seek by

no longer being ourselves." Taking
stimulants for an exam robs me
of any sense of accomplishment
if the exam goes well, a price not
worth a small boost to the GPA.
Our bodies are temples of the
Holy Spirit and should be treated
as such. I find it hard to believe
that taking stimulants promotes
healthiness in line with a Biblical worldview. The verdict on
illegal nootropics? Romans 13
states, “Let everyone be subject
to the governing authorities, for
there is no authority except that
which God has established. The
authorities that exist have been
established by God. Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what
God has instituted, and those
who do so will bring judgment
on themselves.” It ultimately does
not matter what the potential
benefits are — illegal use of nootropics is against our governing
authorities and thus against what
has been established by God.
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My Mistake
by Ben Scott
ben.scott@covenant.edu

I came to Covenant College as a
Barack Obama supporter and a
Democrat. As a missionary kid who
had spent his high school days in a
politically conservative American high
school, I saw great problems with the
Christian conservatives in America.
I was disillusioned by their obsession
with money and total disregard for
the poor. In the tenth grade I worked
in a restaurant for $5.25 an hour
beside some of the most marginalized
members of our society. Many of my
fellow workers did not have health
care and lived from one paycheck to
another. Thus I was a democrat because I thought that the Democratic
Party would help my friends at the
Greek Restaurant.
I had voted for Obama in the
Georgia primary against Hillary
Clinton and had donated $10 to his
campaign. I didn’t have any more
that I could spend. I actually felt
somewhat persecuted here at Covenant for being “liberal” in a conservative environment. I remember some
people being a little surprised when
they found out my political beliefs.
And then I went to work for a
conservative non-profit in Washington D.C. for a summer. I had grand
ideas about how I would change
the world. I had a mental picture
of Democrats caring for the poor
and honoring God in their passion
for justice. A year later I went back
to D.C., lived in one of the most
dangerous neighborhoods in the
city, was held up at gunpoint, had a
buddy beaten up by a gang, and saw
the institutional failures of a welfare
state. After working in politics in
D.C., I became an ardent patriot
conservative, believing that a large
centralized government actually
breeds brokenness and sin. I came to
see that human life must be fought

for — especially those who are
the most helpless, namely unborn
children. And I came to believe that
the institution of marriage must
be fought for. Looking back, I had
made one of the worst decisions in
my life voting for Barack Obama.
I should never have voted for a
president who revoked Ronald Reagan’s Mexico City Policy soon after
taking office, a policy which prohibits using taxpayer dollars to kill unborn babies overseas in developing
countries. I should never have voted
for a man who nominated two proabortion, pro-homosexual marriage
justices to the Supreme Court, and
who seeks support from organizations such as Planned Parenthood
and the Human Rights Campaign.
I am sad I supported a president
who told Planned Parenthood he “will
not yield” when it comes to his prochoice beliefs. The national debt will
have increased the same amount under
President Obama in four years as it did
under President Bush in eight years. I
am sad I supported someone who has
not done more to be fiscally responsible with our national resources.
But I thank God for grace and for
second chances. I thank God that I
can make right on my past mistake
and hopefully vote for someone who
will stand for the principles that at
Covenant I have come to realize are
worth fighting for. There are many
faculty, staff, and fellow students here
at Covenant who voted, like I did, for
Obama. I believe we all made a grave
mistake and we need to seriously consider whether voting for such a man
would honor God and his will for
our country. I encourage my fellow
students, faculty, and staff members
who supported President Obama in
the last election, like I did, to realize
their mistake and vote for someone
who will defend the conservative traditional values which are pro-family,
pro-business, and pro-religious liberty.

Bleeding Ears
by Leah Klett
leah.klett@covenant.edu

One of the most controversial
issues in modern Christianity
is the phenomenon known as
“Contemporary Christian Music”
or CCM. A relatively recent genre
formed as an evangelism tool in
response to the “drugs, sex and
rock ’n roll” mentality of the 70s,
CCM made its debut through
artists such as Phil Keaggy, Larry
Norman, Petra, and the hilariously awful wannabe-hair-band
Stryper. Since then, it has made
its mark on the music scene,
emerging as a multi-billion dollar
industry, cranking out cookie-cutter music groups by the dozens.
With the rise of CCM has
come the inevitable argument between Christian interest groups:
is the label CCM an oxymoron?
Is it truly an effective evangelism
tool? And aren’t we emulating
a style of music that played a
significant role in the demise
of Christianity in our culture?
Because we tend to get so lost in
the debate of right and wrong, we
have forgotten to ask a basic question concerning CCM:
Is CCM even good music?

Raised by a father who came
to faith in the Jesus movement
of the 1970s, my siblings and I
were bred and fed on Christian
rock. Unlike most properly raised
Christian homeschoolers (“good”
Christian kids believe that that
any form of rock is of the devil), I
viewed Christian rock as sovereign
over any other type of music, and
therefore I was probably cooler
and more Christian than that other
guy who listened to the Backstreet
Boys and N’Sync. Memorizing
every word to a Michael W. Smith
song was, to me, on par with Godglorifying things like tithing and
visiting the poor and needy.
But the older and more familiar
with varied (gasp) secular music
I’ve become, the more depressingly apparent it has become that
most CCM, especially the music I
delighted in growing up, is, in comparison, musically terrible. The basic
musical form and recording quality
of CCM is glaringly subpar, to say
the least. While there are certainly
positive, if not edifying, messages
encased in CCM and exceptions
to this general trend of musical
disasters (Needtobreathe and Third
Day, to name a few), overall it’s as if
Christian artists, in a careful attempt

to emphasize evangelism and avoid
controversy, have forgotten the
importance of lyrical innovation
and musical finesse.
So why is this combination at
points musically lethal? When
I browse the “Christian Music”
genre of iTunes or when I listen
to Christian radio, time and time
again, the songs are dreadfully
simple and uninteresting, written
simply to send an encouraging
message and maybe save a soul
or two. The avenue CCM is taking is increasingly discouraging.
Where is the creativity? Where is
the artistic integrity, the uniqueness and beauty that should
reflect the nature of the God that
is supposed to be glorified?
Music should be a creative expression of reaching people where
they are, speaking what one can’t
say with words. Music is, essentially, a specific tool we are given
to understand the minds of those
we are called to reach. CCM artists, unfortunately, seem to lack
this passion and understanding.
Consequently, they have sadly
lost touch and credibility with
not only mainstream culture, but
with much of the younger generations of Christian culture as well.
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For the Love of the Game
by John Drexler
john.drexler@covenant.edu

For the casual fan, a season of
America’s favorite pastime has
the distinct danger of becoming a
lackadaisical 162-game snooze-fest.
Especially considering the length of
games in 2011 (averaging around
three hours per game), baseball
seems to have become a sport for
only the true fans. After all, even
the World Series can clock in
around 24 total hours of baseball.
But this year, the St. Louis
Cardinals did much more than win
a World Series. They gripped the
attention of fans and casual viewers
alike for a couple weeks in October. They transcended expectations
and gave fans one of the greatest
comeback stories in Major League
Baseball history.
In early August, the Cardinals
were 10.5 games behind the Atlanta
Braves, down 10.5 games from even
sneaking into the playoffs as the
team with the worst record. There
were 32 games left in the season.
The Cards fought for an impressive

18-8 record for their last month
and a half of play, sending the evertragic Braves into a tailspin back
home. This wild race to the finish
broke a MLB record for the fastest
end of the season comeback.
In St. Louis, spirits were high,
but only briefly. Cardinal National
let out a heavy sigh, but it was accompanied by nervous laughter: our
first opponent was Philadelphia,
who were favored 3:1 to win the
World Series. Somehow, the Cardinals fought past them, finishing
the five-game series with a thrilling
pitcher’s duel between Roy Halladay and Chris Carpenter. Carpenter
finished the series with a complete
game shutout, the first of several
larger-than-life playoff performances from the Cardinal veteran.
After the Cardinals had done the
impossible twice (finishing out the
best regular season comeback of all
time and defeating the best team
in baseball as the statistically worst
team in the playoffs), each oncoming impossible step seemed increasingly possible.
The Cardinals burned past their

hated rivals, the Milwaukee Brewers, in six games, and finally arrived
at the World Series against the Texas
Rangers. This series captured two of
the most exciting games of baseball
I’ve ever witnessed.
In game 3, the Cardinals’ offense
caught fire, and Albert Pujols hit
three monstrous homeruns, pushing
the Cards to an absurd 16-7 victory.
After losing game 5 in a disastrous
series of managerial blunders, St.
Louis was up against the wall once
again. In the series against the Phillies, one reporter asked Cardinals
Manager Tony La Russa how the
Cardinals are so clutch in must-win
games. He laughed and responded,
“Every game since the beginning of
August has been a ‘must-win game.’
We get used to it.”
In game 6, the Cardinals were
losing 7-5 in the bottom of the
ninth with two outs and two
strikes. The Rangers were one strike
away from defeating the never-die
Cardinals. St. Louis native and
hometown hero David Freese hit a
game-tying triple to send the game
into extra innings. The Rangers

again led by two runs in the bottom of the 10th inning, and the
Cardinals again responded with
another two-out, two-strike hit to
tie the game. Finally, Freese cranked
a walk-off home run in the bottom
of the 11th inning to send the Cardinals to game 7, and eventually to
become World Series Champions.
The Cardinals did the impossible
for the umpteenth time. And as if
the drama wasn’t enough, just after
the series finished, Tony La Russa
retired after 15 years as Cardinals
manager.
I grew up in St. Louis, and most
of my baseball memories are of sitting on the back porch waiting for
dinner and listening to the game on
the radio, or sitting at a sports bar
on a Friday night where every single
person in the room is watching
the game attentively, or seeing old
Italian men sitting on lawn chairs
listening to the game in their front
yard, or going to games that were
sold out simply because it was a
pretty night on a Tuesday.
For Cardinal nation, baseball is
a companion, not just a game. It

is part of the fabric of St. Louis, as
well as the countless small towns
in the Midwest that can pick up
KMOX Radio at dusk.
Baseball is, for the most part,
lackadaisical. We care the same
whether we’re good or bad. It’s a
constant. It’s something that only
the fans can understand: a language
and a commonality. I can’t tell you
why I care so much about the St.
Louis Cardinals, but I know that I
do. And that’s the way it’s supposed
to be.
This season will likely stick out
as the single most exciting sports
memory in my life. But strangely,
that doesn’t mean that things go
downhill from here. I’m still just as
satisfied to wait on dinner, listening
to a slow game on the back porch.
I still want to go back and have a
Budweiser and toasted ravioli while
I watch the game. I still want to go
to Busch Stadium on a Tuesday, just
because it’s a Tuesday.
Growing up in St. Louis, I know
full well that baseball is a heck of
a lot more than winning or losing.
But it sure ain’t bad when you win.

