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We Have a Bouldering Wall?
by Lindsay Burkholder
lindsay.burkholder@covenant.edu

Most people don’t even know
there’s a climbing wall in the
gym, but it is there. And the Outdoors Club is scaling obstacles to
get it reopened.
“About 10 years ago, there were a
number of students who were very
active in the climbing club,” said
Tim Sceggel, Assistant Athletic Director of Facilities and Operations.
“They put in a great deal of work

into this climbing wall.”
Since then, the wall has deteriorated, in part because of a waning
interest in climbing.
But the number of climbers at
Covenant is on the rise again.
Last year, junior Teddy Huizinga
began working with several others
to reopen it. First, this meant talking to the Athletics Department
to determine who had permission
over the space, but the inquiry
didn’t yield any answers.
Permission, however, seems

to be the only thing standing in
their way. The solution is simple
and cost-effective: pour a special
concrete floor designed for moist
environments that would drain
the extra moisture away and
would add longevity to the equipment. The floor is estimated to
cost $300 to $600.
Huizinga and his hallmates from
Blackwatch worked hard on the
initial clean-up and repairs.
Peter McCrory, last year’s RA for
Blackwatch, remembers working on

the wall.
“Basically, we went through the
room and removed as much trash
as possible — the place looked
like a dump,” he said. “Even after
we removed truck-loads of trash,
there was a lot still to do before it
would even be reasonable to have
it opened up.”
“The wall was in a state of
disrepair,” said Huizinga. “The
people who built it originally put a
tarp down over the dirt floor, and
carpet over that and used bed mat-

tresses for crash pads. There’s no
ventilation, so everything molded
and had to be thrown out.”
The handholds on the wall hadn’t
been cleaned in years, so Huizinga
and his hallmates scrubbed them
by hand with dish soap, a long and
intensive process.
Andrew Mollenkof, a junior,
has been involved in the idea for
a while. He communicated with
various departments about opencontinued on page 3

The 99 Percent Occupies Chattanooga
by Alia Hollback
alia.hollback@covenant.edu

The spirit of revolution seems
to have been rekindled in our
own times with the recent
London riots and the even
more recent emerging of Occupy Wall Street, and even
here in Chattanooga.
Since September 17th,
2011, a group of activists based
in Zuccotti Park, NY, near the
Wall Street financial district,

have been conducting demonstrations protesting economic
injustice. The group’s slogan,
“We are the 99 percent,” implies the difference between the
privileged few and the rest of the
American populace. The movement has received endorsement
from celebrities such as Michael
Moore, Pete Seeger and Susan Sarandon. Occupy Wall Street has
even won over members of that
privileged one percent who feel
that increased taxation on their

wealth is completely fair and they
are willing to pay up in order to
level the field.
According to CBS News, the
movement has spread to over
25 cities nationwide, including
Portland, Chicago, D.C. and
now Chattanooga. Occupy Chattanooga is falling in step behind
the protests in Manhattan and
intends to occupy a space in the
city of Chattanooga.
Though Occupy Wall Street
has caught fire and spread, the

goals of the movement are still
hazy. The overall objective seems
intent on shrinking the gap between the rich and the poor, but
to date, the movement has failed
to give any specific plans on how
this should be accomplished.
According to The Chattanoogan,
protesters are urging the city
council to support the movement
as a form of freedom of speech.
So far, Occupy Chattanooga
has exercised its freedom of
speech by forming a gather-

ing on Chestnut Street last
Thursday and compiling a
list of 19 demands, available
for viewing on the Occupy
Chattanooga Tumblr page.
Among the demands are
health care and education
being recognized as a human
right and made affordable
and accessible to all, an immediate repeal of the recent
voter ID law passed in Tennessee, and a decriminalization of marijuana.

2 News

Pitchfork

by Grace Mullaney
grace.mullaney@covenant.edu

There are more blogs on Blogspot.com
than students at Covenant College.
Overwhelmed? Don’t worry. We’re here
to share a few of our favorite blogs...

Coke Machine Glow
cokemachineglow.com
Coke Machine Glow, title of a Gordon
Downie album, is also the title of a
successful music webzine. They’re
self-proclaimedly “interested in [their]
position along the crumbling borders
of journalism and opinion, criticism
and literature, art and scene.” Focused
mainly on electronic, hip-hop, and
indie music, they have a specific reading audience in mind. If you are part of
that specific audience, you’ll enjoy their
music reviews, blog, and podcasts.
And don’t worry, the writers at Coke
Machine aren’t too high-browed for the
everyday reader (hint: they’ll actually
admit that they like Coldplay).
You’ll read stuff like this...
“So despite being in a far more
melancholy state compared to her
outlook on past albumsThe Reminder
and Let It Die (2004), Leslie Feist has
managed to produce an even more
intriguing character, one with depth
and doubt and apprehension and
dread and all the other things that
make up the other, harder, larger half
of the human experience.”

The Satorialist
thesartorialist.com
The Satorialist transformed blogging
from a place to share thoughts into a
place to share pictures. The Satorialist has nothing to offer in the way of
words, phrases, or paragraphs. What
it does have to offer are pictures of
cool people in cool places wearing
cool clothes. So if you’re into cool,
you should be into the Satorialist.

pitchfork.com
Far from being a blog built only for
the John Drexlers of the world, the
music blog Pitchfork is worth a look
for all Covenant students.
Pitchfork offers a place to find
up-to-date news on musicians and
music, a place to listen to new
albums, interviews with artists, and
album reviews. The reviews are the
highlight of Pitchfork. Pitchfork
gives each album an out-of-10 rating. They contain sometimes insightful, at times cliche, often ironic but
always fun to read analyses of most
albums worth listening to.
You’ll read stuff like...
“With Body Talk, Robyn ups the
ante for pop stars across the radio dial
and raises her own chances of appearing on yours. And for all her threealbum talk, she never forgets that
cardinal rule of showmanship: Always
leave them wanting more.”

NAOMI BELZ

Room of the Month

by Adrienne Belz
adrienne.belz@covenant.edu

Philosophy Bro
philosophybro.com
Always wanted to talk to Dr. Davis,
but were afraid you weren’t smart
enough? Well, there’s a blog for
you too: Philosophy Bro. You wont
find music reviews here, but you
will find fun, silly, abrasive, and
downright crude explanations of
philosophy’s most notable thinkers.
Even if you don’t like philosophy
and have no interest in talking to
Dr. Davis, you’ll want to head on
over to Philosophy Bro if only to
enjoy the brilliance and carelessness
of its author.
You’ll read stuff like...
“When a Bro slows down...he
hides his Bro-ness, and slows down
the party - when the Dasein lets his
anxiety take over, he hides his Being.
Eventually, the Bro must overcome
his anxiety and rage in a truly authentic way that embraces the possibilities
inherent to the Party - this shows the
fullness of the Party.”

Faculty Quote of the Week

Tucked in Founders Hall, practically in the hill
leading down to Jackson Hall and the Art Barn,
reside two Catacombians.
Senior Zach Knuth and junior Sam Bestvater
live under the rest of the world, and they love it.
Bestvater lived on First Belz for two years
just above the basement level of Catacombs in
Founders. He said he loves “everything” about
his hall now.
“I mean, it’s the most fun. There’s a good
atmosphere, more tradition than anywhere else,
it’s aesthetically fun — very artistic,” he said.
“We’re in a basement but we’ve made it somewhat comfortable and quirky.”
His and Knuth’s room is plastered in posters
from school events, moments in world history
(Bestvater is a history major), and phrases that
have caught Bestvater’s eye. Tints of red amidst
the sea of black- and white-based posters are a
result of Sam’s taste.
“The black and red throughout is coincidental, but I still really like those colors,” said
Bestvater, smiling. “So I think I subconsciously
choose them.”
Another one of Bestvater’s passions that adds
some spice to his room is his record player. “I
like how tangible records are. They’re almost a
work of art,” he said, noting their largeness and
seeming intrinsic value that comes with their

physical presence as he picked up a record case.
“It becomes less of a case of me just putting
it on, and more the kind of thing where I can
focus on it rather than just the sound track to
my life,” he said. “It also sounds better.”
Get a couch and get some friends
“I like that people just come in and sit on it,”
said Bestvater. He said that it attracts community, which he was expecting, but he loves that
people come in while he is studying to sit for a
few minutes to chat.
Make your room a place you would like to
study
Well, Sam does, amazingly. Having carpet on
the walls is ugly, and that’s why he plasters posters everywhere. Lighting is also huge for Sam.
He said, “I try to get lamps and cover the light
if I can.” Keeping his room clean also helps. It
helps to have a neat roommate. Zach Knuth, his
roommate, even organizes his books by height
on his shelf.
Take a second
“Stop and actually think about it,” said Sam.
He thinks that a lot of people just show up right
before school starts, shove their stuff in a corner
and unpack a little bit. “It’s always helped me to
have an overarching vision for the room that I
can start with,” he said. Once you have a place
to start, according to Sam, it’s easier to make a
comfortable place live. One thing Sam did was
put his bed on stilts so that he could keep his
things underneath the bed for storage.

Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“I love that phrase, ‘A Philospher’s Honeymoon.’ I hope some of the philosophers in this room get to
have honeymoons.”
														

- Dr. Tate
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ing up the gym to climbers once
again, but these discussions have
been inconclusive. “We were trying to figure out what we would
have to do to budget it,” said
Mollenkof.
Huizinga and his confederates
conducted a survey to determine
how interested the Covenant
community was in opening the
climbing wall. The results were
encouraging.
“Roughly 89 percent of people
would climb more often if Covenant had a climbing wall, 84
percent of people would be willing to help in some manner on
the project, and on average the
interest in a climbing wall being
on campus was a 7.480337 out
of 10 (10 being very interested
and 1 being not interested),”
Huizinga said.
“I cannot even tell you how
much I want a climbing wall at
Covenant,” said senior Anne McNutt, who has been a dedicated
climber since her sophomore year.
“There are so many people already here that are interested and
that already participate in climbing. A lot of students to go TVA
to climb and there is not a lack
of interest. There are so many
people that would be all over that
and it would be good for training,
to help enhance your outdoor
climbing experience.”
Mollenkof trains at the TVA with
McNutt and several other Covenant
students under the supervision of
Steve Byrkirt. Byrkirt, a professional trainer, volunteered to train
students here at Covenant should
the wall ever reopen.
Graham LePage, president of
the Outdoors Club, hopes to see
this project realized. “I'm not
as involved in these conversations as I would like to be,” he
said, “but in the future I would
like the bouldering gym to be a
place we could store the Outdoor
Club's gear, hang out, have fun,
and get stronger.”
Student Development agrees.
“I love it when students come up
with ideas for how to improve our
campus and they work to see their
ideas become a reality,” said Emily
Ford. “I would love to see this as
another program we can provide for
our students.”

Global Advancement
by Rebekah Taft
rebekah.taft@covenant.edu

While Chartwells is gathering
recipes for an international feast,
the student club Mu Kappa is
practicing music for chapel and a
world-renowned seminary professor
is preparing sermons to give to the
Covenant community.
Gospel Advancement Week is
quickly approaching; the weeklong conference will take place on
Covenant’s campus from November
6 to 11.
“The goal of Global Gospel
Advancement Week is to strengthen
students’ understanding of what
the Bible has to say about missions
and the state of the gospel around
the world,” said Chaplain Aaron
Messner.
Organized by Messner and Christiana Fitzpatrick, the special programs and mentoring coordinator
at Covenant, the conference kicks
off with a Mu Kappa-led prayer and
praise on Sunday night and chapel
on Monday morning. Mu Kappa
is a student club that works under
the oversight of Covenant’s Cultural
Diversity Program.
During the second half of the
week, Dr. Steven Childers, associate
professor of practical theology and
director of the doctor of ministry
program at Reformed Theological
Seminary in Orlando, Florida, will
give a series of chapel lectures.
Considered an expert in the

realm of church planting, Childers
is currently the president of Global
Church Advancement, an organization that aids church planters,
pastors and missionaries throughout
the world in their church-planting
endeavors.
“Steven Childers is a very clear
teacher on what the Bible has to say
about missions,” said Messner. “The
organization he started, Global
Church advancement, is widely
recognized as providing some of the
finest training available for church
planters around the globe.”
Childers, who is the father of
Covenant alumni Angela, Cara and
Laura Childers, will be preaching
on God’s purpose, hope, plan and
power for missions. He wants students to think about the question,
“What are God’s purposes for the
world today — with which we are
to be aligning our lives?”
His lectures will take place during
11 a.m. chapels on Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday and during a
Thursday evening chapel at 7 p.m.
in Mills 270/280.
Students who wish to talk with
Childers outside of chapel can
RSVP for a student luncheon
following chapel on Wednesday,
November 9.
In addition to Childers’ preaching, Global Gospel Advancement
Week will allow Mu Kappa to lead
a prayer and praise on Sunday at 7
p.m. in the chapel and on Monday
during the normal 11 a.m. chapel.

“They are doing a range of songs
that most students will know,
encouraging us to see the world
through God’s eyes, and praising
him for his work of salvation of
people from every tribe, tongue and
nation,” said Fitzpatrick.
“Chris Musser is going to be
sharing a bit about his family’s
ministry and we’ll have some prayer
time for missions and ways we can
be involved,” said Mu Kappa member Marianna Codington.
An additional perk of the week is
the international dinner, which will
be held in the Great Hall during
dinner on Tuesday.
“Thus far we have recipes and a
menu planned to represent 30 or
more countries in all,” said Cameron Mitchell, Director of Dining
Services at Chartwells. “90 percent
of the recipes for this event are from
students and their families’ very
own collections.”
“Meals are an important part of
every culture and we want to appreciate and enjoy this time eating
together,” said Fitzpatrick.
Those involved in planning all
aspects of this conference hope that
the week’s events will work together
to make students more missions
minded.
“The conference seeks to inspire
students to lifelong participation in
God’s global gospel work through
prayer, giving and going places
where the gospel message has not
been heard,” said Messner.
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Design Is: ____
by Chris Blake
chris.blake@covenant.edu

When the “Design Is:_____.”
project came to a close on October
5, many people were expecting the
resulting project to be finding a
concise plan to improve the wait
time of the meal lines in Carter.
The actual result was different, even
from what the designers expected.
The design team, assembled
by Paul Rustland, consulted the

administration and Chartwells to
see if there was any specific reason
that the line takes longer than
students care to wait. The response
was surprising. The line is, in some
ways, engineered to take time.
Chartwells cooks food as the the
students dine in the great hall to
ensure that the selection is fresh and
hot. The kitchen does not have the
capacity to cook food for the entire
student population at once. In fact,
the students and employees who

scan ScotsCards at the entrance
to the Great Hall are instructed to
slow down if the line to the servery
becomes too long. For this reason,
other solutions for the small capacity of the Great Hall and the size of
the kitchen must be implemented
before the line can be shortened.
On the bright side, the design
team did present several ideas that
would solve the capacity problems
throughout the campus. This list
for the Great Hall capacity included

ideas, like making other places to eat
on campus, allowing students to eat
on the lawn, or providing a shuttle
to off-campus eateries in Chattanooga and Lookout Mountain.
Another proposal for capacity in
the Dora McLellan Brown Memorial
Chapel involved the college reverting
to its chapel schedule of three years
ago — having two chapel options
at different times during the day to
prevent the post-chapel lunch rush.
Although the design team was unable

to solve the problem that it set out to
solve, there was at least some headway
made in solving unforeseen precedent
problems. The “Design Is:____.”
project was originally created to define design. Although the question of
what design is certainly cannot be put
to rest definitively by one project, the
“Design Is:____.” project did help to
reinforce the designers’ idea that even
professional design is perhaps less
goal-oriented and more of a process
than we thought.

Theatrical Pioneer
by Alia Hollback
alia.hollback@covenant.edu

Senior Katie Jenkins will be the first student to graduate with a
degree in theatre from Covenant College. I sat down with Katie
to discuss her graduation, future plans, and her current project,
The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds.
Q: What drew you to study theatre?
A: It’s what I love to do. I was always the dramatic one in the family. I started writing plays around
age 9 and would try to get my
friends together to produce them.
It just came naturally to me.
Q: Why Covenant?
A: Well, my brother was here.
Professor Hallstrom was a really big
draw too. She was the only theatre
professor at the time. Because of her,
I came to Covenant, even though
there was no theatre major then
— there was only a concentration.
Professor Hallstrom brings a unique
and important worldview to theatre.

ANNIE HUNTINGTON

Q: The theatre major is a new
development. Where would you like
to see the department heading in the
coming years?
A: Well, a performing arts center
would be nice, but realistically…
there have been big steps toward
improving tech in Sanderson 215,
which is great. More than that,

though, I want the department to
keep encouraging theatre students
to take chances. The Drama Association productions have played a big
role in how theatre students learn.
If you hit a brick wall or make a
mistake, you just have to make it
work. That’s the way you learn. I
appreciate it when professors step
in and help out, but I hope students
will still be allowed to step out and
try things, even if the professors
aren’t keen on some of their ideas.
Q: Last fall, you directed Confessions at Knifepoint, a play that you
both wrote and directed. What was
that experience like for you?
A: Deadly. Like exposing myself to
the world.
Q: Do you prefer writing, directing,
or acting?
A: They’re all so different. They satisfy different things in me creatively,
so it’s hard to say. I tend to feel
more connected to a piece when I’m
acting, even more so than writing.
Writing is more like finding something and directing is helping others
find something. But acting, I have
my hands around it, I’m holding it.
I enjoy them all. I wouldn’t want to
have to choose one over the other.
Q: You will be the first theatre
major proper to graduate from Cov-

enant. Do you feel any pressure
because of that?
A: Not terribly. There have been
many people who have graduated
with a theatre concentration, and
their education was largely the
same as I received as a theatre
major. So I’m thrilled I was here
when the major was formed, but
I don’t really feel under any pressure because of it.
Q: Your current project is directing Paul Zindel’s The Effect of
Gamma Rays on Man-in-theMoon Marigolds, set to open in
early November. Can you talk a
little about that show and why
you chose this play in particular?
A: It’s dark. I like dark. It deals
with a girl learning to survive and
thrive in the midst of a destructive environment. She has an
emotionally abusive mother and
a rather unhinged sister. It was
also on a list of plays that the theatre professors suggested to me.
It has an all-female cast as well,
and in the theatre department we
typically have many more females
than males to cast.
Q: What are your plans postgraduation?
A: I have no plans at the moment. I’m looking into all of my
options, so we’ll see.
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Margot & the Nuclear So
and So’s Concert Review

by Sam Bestvater

sam.bestvater@covenant.edu

If you want to make it in the
pretentious and obscure world
of indie music, your band needs
a good name — a name that will
stand out. Foreign languages
are good, as are cities you’re not
from. Or you could name your
band after a Wes Anderson character. For ultra-hip Indianapolisbased Margot & the Nuclear So
and So’s, this has worked out
pretty well. Margot is named after Margot Tenenbaum, the lessloved, adopted enigma played by
Gwyneth Paltrow in The Royal
Tenenbaums. And what does a
band named for a Wes Anderson character sound like?
“It's very trash-canny,”
frontman Richard Edwards told Prospectus
News. “The guitars

for a long time, but I hadn’t yet
seen them live. Musically, Margot has taken a few major turns
throughout the years. 2006’s The
Dust of Retreat was inspired by the
Greenwich Village art scene of the
1960s, and uses a wide array of
instrumentation, including pedal
slide guitars, horns, strings, and
odd percussion instruments, to
weave a romantic, bittersweet texture. 2008’s Animal/Not Animal
was released as two albums with
two track lists, due to record company squabbles. Animal marks the
peak of Margot’s musical circus,
drawing on the talent of eight
full-time band members. 2010’s
Buzzard saw the band shrink to
six and point their sound in a new
direction. The songs from Buzzard are more guitar-driven, with
bluesy overtones. “Trash-canny,”
so to speak.

have a ‘swampy’ sound.”
A couple weeks ago,
I blew off studying
for midterms
and writing
papers to
drive down
to Birmingham and see
Margot &
the Nuclear
So and So’s
play at the
Bottletree. I’ve
loved the
band

KEVIN CHINO

As a live band, Margot reflects the same musical eccentricities they do in the studio.
Multi-instrumentalist Erik
Kang switches from guitar to
violin to pedal slide to percussion to fill in the gaps left by
the shrinking band as Richard
Edward’s flawless voice continues to hit every note, several
beers into the night. Margot is
made up of some fine musicians. The band opened the set
with “Claws Off,” an energetic
Buzzard-era song, but moved
through their material pretty
evenly, hitting favorites from all
their albums, as well as introducing a new song, “A Journalist Falls in Love with Death
Row Inmate #16,” an acoustic
ballad which will be on the
band’s next album, Rot, Gut,
Domestic, due early in 2012.

Rock ‘Em Sock ‘Em
by Clayton Powers
clayton.powers@covenant.edu

Charlie Kenton (Hugh Jackman) used to be somebody. His
name used to mean something
back when he nearly scored what
would have been the biggest upset
in boxing history, toppling the
champion as an amateur. In those
days, before the powers that be
banned the sport of flesh-andblood boxing in favor of Rock
‘Em Sock ‘Em Robots-style bouts
fought by megaton monstrosities,
Charlie had a short temper and a
fighting spirit. Years later, however, he finds himself traveling from
state to state, pitting his personal
‘bot against whatever challengers
he can find for whatever money
he can convince his opponents to
pay him, should he win. His dealings have not always been honest,
however, and so he spends a good
amount of his time also trying to
escape his financiers. Charlie has

little to lose, living only for himself, from one battle to the next,
holding onto his past and seeking
to once again find the fame that
he let slip through his fingers.
Thus begins the new future-sport
flick, Real Steel.
Fame is not the only thing that
Charlie has let slip over the years.
When his ex-girlfriend’s death
leaves him with the responsibility
of his estranged son, Max (Dakota
Goyo), Charlie sees the reunion
as a profitable inconvenience,
looking to sign over any rights he
has to the boy in exchange for a
large sum from the boy’s wealthy
uncle. With enough dough,
Charlie figures, he could buy an
all-new ‘bot that would put him
back on the sparring circuit and
back on his feet. Charlie may have
bitten off more than he can chew,
however, as the troubled (and
understandably so!) teen’s surly
attitude and inherited feistiness
begin to grate on the nerves of the

pooped pugilist. As the two spend
the summer together, however,
they begin to see the good in each
other — Charlie understands how
much his separation from his son
has hurt both of them. When Max
discovers his father’s history as
a prize fighter, he can’t help but
admire him, despite Charlie’s lack
of faith in himself. This admiration gives him hope, and inspires
in the boy a love for the robot
boxing game. When Max finds
a battered, outmoded sparring
machine in a scrapyard, his faith
in the underdog ‘bot mirrors that
which he holds in his father. He
affectionately names the junker
“Adam” and throughout the rest
of the film, the father-son pair
discover what it means to believe
in each other, rebuilding trust as
they construct a champion robot
who, like Max and Charlie, has
taken more than his fair share of
hits, but refuses to stay down.
I’ll admit, my first impression

of Real Steel was that of a Rock
’Em Sock ’Em Robots adaptation to the silver screen, riding
on the coattails of the success
of Michael Bay’s Transformers
films. I thought it would be, at
best, another attempt to cash
in on the nostalgia produced by
another popular children’s toy of
the 1980s, the playmate of many
a 30-something’s past. But, like
the characters in the film, there’s
more to Real Steel than, dare I say
it, meets the eye. I was pleasantly
surprised by a likable cast and
a heartwarming underdog story
that elevated the film above mere
spectacle, balancing the smashing
of cold steel with flesh-and-blood
sentimentality. It may not top
many best-of-the-year lists, but
it is certainly a fun film that succeeds in what it attempts to do:
tell an uplifting story of a father
and son relationship against the
backdrop of high-octane robot
boxing.

by Grant Thomas
grant.thomas@covenant.edu

The mind races with dreams of
the future
thoughts meander back and forth
to her
ideas pop into color and fade to
hazy greys
only to have the colors brushed
back in new ways
do the hands move slower
or is the face just a joker?
Do these words strike a fire
or do they just smolder?
More likely these ships will pass
like a seabird o’er the blades of grass
than these rudders lead us to crash
this hunt for quail
leaves the hawk blind in the sky
this hunt is doomed to fail.
and so my poem trails…
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Are We Fostering Community?
WIKIMEDIA,ORG

by Matt Bristley
matt.bristley@covenant.edu

Many of us have heard the rumors.
So-and-so was given community
service for drinking over break; what’shis-name was called into Dean Brad
Voyles’ office about an “incident”
during the summer. Many of us have
wondered whether these things even
happened or whether Student Development has the power to enforce these
kinds of laws over break. I for one am
glad that Dean Voyles and others have
taken time to clarify the rules. The
clarification is this: students may be
disciplined by Student Development
for violating the civil law or biblical
standards while on break. Extra-biblical prohibitions in the contract (on
smoking and drinking while of age,
for example) are still nullified for those
living off-campus during breaks.
Now, we can have an argument over
whether Student Development has
gotten stricter with these rules recently,
but I would like to get to the heart of
the issue. What is the purpose of the
Standards of Conduct? Well, according
to the document itself, “The College
believes that there are some practices
which, though they may not necessarily
go against specific biblical teachings, are
not in the best interest of others in the
community.” That is the point of the
contract — to help provide cohesion
for the community and provide unity
on campus. When I read this as an applying student, I agreed with its intent,
and I still agree that we need rules in
order to sustain a unified community.
That being said, Student Develop-

ment’s actions are inconsistent with
this stated intent. I can understand
enforcing rules to maintain community while we are on campus and in
said community. But when I’m 2,000
miles away in California, when I’m
under the authority of my family, my
church, and the State of California, I
am in no way impacting the Covenant
community, and Covenant has no
jurisdiction over my actions. Student
Development, in punishing students
for actions done during official school
breaks, is changing the purpose of

the Standards of Conduct. It’s no
longer about upholding community;
it’s about controlling behavior. And
controlling behavior is not the job of
Covenant College, especially when
students are off-campus.
Furthermore, it is not the job of
Student Development to enforce the
laws of the civil government. The last
time I checked, that was the jurisdiction of the civil government. I can
understand it if Student Development doles out some additional disciplinary action to an already-convicted

civil offense that affects “others in the
community” (quoting the Standards
again). But it is wrong for Student
Development to investigate civil
offenses committed during official
school breaks and punish them as if
they were the civil government.
Now, contrary to popular belief, I’m
not a cynic. So here’s a positive suggestion: check out Redeemer University
College in Ontario, Canada. It’s a
small Reformed liberal arts college just
like Covenant. Its Standards of Conduct allow for drinking off-campus

the American people? To me, the
American dream is much like the
idea given to us by the definition that Mr. Stevens’ drew from
Webster’s. To Steven’s (at least in
the opening portion of his article)
the American dream is “a social
ideal that stresses egalitarianism
and especially material prosperity;
also: the prosperity or life that is
the realization of this ideal.”
To me the American dream is
an animating belief based upon
equality and faith. Equality in the
sense that there is nothing that

makes anyone superior to me in
any ontological sense and faith
— faith in your education, your
skills, your drive, and your determination to succeed.
This American dream is completely different from the picture
that Stevens paints of Americans
attempting to get rich quickly and
taking on an entitlement complex,
ultimately leading to the disastrous
financial times that we live in. If
the American dream is based upon
equality and faith, then the receivers of the “liar loans,” the buyers of

houses they could not afford, and
the unscrupulous lenders seeking
only to take advantage of the system
are not embodying the American
dream, but are rather debasing it.
Economists and philosophers
of old spoke often of man’s inherent need to better his station, and
history accords this view well.
Throughout the ages, man has
undertaken great journeys, braved
horrific dangers, and overturned the
government under which he was
born in order to improve the life of
himself, his family and his commu-

and smoking, as long as it’s 30 feet
away from buildings. The philosophy
of their Standards of Conduct is very
similar to ours, and very well-grounded in the Bible. I encourage Student
Development officials and anyone
else who is curious to examine their
Standards of Conduct and inquire
as to how they deal with student life.
Perhaps Canadians have something
valuable to offer civilization after all.
Just to clear things up, I have a
tremendous amount of respect for
Dean Voyles, Emily Ford, and others
in Student Development. They are
doing great work on this campus,
and I really believe they have our
best interests at heart. I just think
that they have a wrong perspective
of the Standards of Conduct. In my
mind, the Standards are a way that
we can love other students — by not
offending each other (c.f. “weaker
brother” passages like Romans 14)
and challenging each other to sacrifice and be part of a godly community. They aren’t about controlling
people’s actions or fixing them.
To reiterate my main point, Student Development is violating the
purpose of the Standards of Conduct
when they try to dictate people’s
behavior while they’re outside of the
community. To do so is not “caring” for people; it resembles legalism
more than a grace-centered theology.
I thank Student Development for
their service to this community and
their hard work on our behalf, but
I encourage them to examine the
motive behind their enforcement of
the Standards of Conduct.

I Have a Dream
by Keifer Wynn

keifer.wynn@covenant.edu

Famous author and thinker Mark
Twain once remarked, “The
rumors of my death have been
greatly exaggerated.” That quote
sprang to mind as I read Harris
Stevens’ eloquent but ultimately
mistaken critique of the American
dream and his celebration of its
supposed demise.
What is the American dream
and why has it persisted so long
in the collective consciousness of

nity. This dream — this hope —did
not originate in the modern American nor will it die with him.
What makes this dream distinctly
American? We might as well speak
of the Ugandan dream, the British
dream, or the Iranian dream, just
to name a few examples. The differentiating factors of the American
dream are the significant factors
that animate American life today.
These factors all take the forms of
different faith commitments.
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1. Faith in the capitalist system.
The believer in the American
dream believes that he may best
better his station through a system
that maximizes his freedom instead
of limiting his resources and stifling
his creativity.
2. Faith in the market to reward
qualities
These qualities include a market
that is conducive to productivity,
craftsmanship, efficiency, and hard
work. The US is differentiated from
countries in which bribery and corruption are rampant.
3. Faith in private property.
The American dream bespeaks of
a man enjoying the rightful fruits of
his labor.
4. Faith in oneself to define one’s
happiness and enjoy one’s activity.
5. Faith in an idea.
Inventors, innovators, captains
of industry — these individuals

all have faith that their ideas have
something to offer the consumer.
These five faiths, although by no
means exhaustive, form an effective
outline of the American dream and

thus show us the error of Mr. Stevens’
argument. Put plainly, Stevens is simply
wrong in supposing that the American
dream is dead and even more wrong (if
that were possible) in arguing that we

should celebrate its death.
The American dream will not die,
because within each individuals heart is
the drive to better his station. In America these dreams are realized and striven

for daily. It is not materialism to wish
to provide the means for your family’s
comfort, for as the Bible says, “The
wise men stores wealth for his children’s
children” and have we outgrown the
wisdom of the sage of Jerusalem?
To conclude, it is this drive to
succeed that animates invention,
hard work, and entrepreneurship that
provides the impetus for the American
dream. Call this drive selfish, call it
greed if you wish. But in fact, as Adam
Smith noted, the only means by
which one may succeed in this capitalist society is by service — serving and
attending to the needs of a population. The American dream manages
to perfectly integrate both the drive
to better one’s station and a system by
which that drive may be controlled.
This system may not be perfect, but it
is the best we have at our disposal. To
casually cast aside the animating force
of the American dream is to deny the
great tradition from which we have
sprung, the faith by which our system
succeeds, and the innermost drive of
the human heart.

A Response to Complementarianism

Taking the humanity of both men and women seriously
by Erin Helmly
erin.helmly@covenant.edu

In response to last week’s article
on the matter, I would like to
voice some concerns about the
notion of “complementary
gender roles.” My worry is
that discussions about complementarity and gender-specific
biblical directives quickly
lapse into extra-biblical, stifling
generalizations that harm both
sexes and impede the work of the
Kingdom.
God created the woman as a
helper for Adam. It is to the pair of
them that He issued the command
to fill, rule, and subdue the earth.
In short, there was stuff to be done
and Adam could not have done
it alone — he needed a partner
in order to pursue the work God
had for him. If in using the term
“complementary” we mean that
men and women need each other
(whether married or not) and that
alone neither sex is sufficient to
faithfully exercise dominion over
the rest of creation, then yes, the
Bible endorses complementarity.
However, if we mean that there are
specific areas assigned to men and

to women as the proper domain of
each, I would ask that we examine
where our cultural and class-based
assumptions are informing our
notion of what it is to be a man or
a woman.
Often in gender discussions, the
determination about what the prop-

er roles are for men and women
comes down to gut-level cultural
instincts rather than clear biblical
statements. To some, a female pastor would be simply unnatural. A
man handling the monthly potluck
or coordinating the nursery would
be odd, if not amusing.

My
concern
is that
when
we parcel up
gender
roles
and
personality traits,
we end up
idealizing
truncated people.
If most of what I
think about when deciding to marry someone is whether
he is a “spiritual leader” and “man
enough” for me to submit to, I am
not choosing my husband for who
he is as a whole. The same is true
if he is mostly concerned that I
demonstrate the ability to submit
to his decisions. Marriage is meant

to be a partnership; the two
come together for a lifetime of
ministry in the name of Jesus,
showing the world the love
of Christ for His Bride. Each
partner needs a whole person
who will care for, encourage,
and challenge him or her.
What would it mean for us to
take seriously the humanity of both
men and women in ways that challenge
cultural assumptions about gender roles?
What would it look like for men and
women to be in this together for the sake
of the Kingdom? Lilian Calles Barger,
author of Eve’s Revenge, suggests that we
could start by challenging the culture’s
ways of defining the work week. She
suggests that the typical 9-5 work day
could be adjusted to allow both husbands and wives to spend time working
and at home with their children. In so
doing, we could affirm the desire to provide and to nurture that are proper for
both men and women. We would allow
both men and women to develop fully
as people who use their gifts for Christ.
After all, biblical “one-ness,” whether in
the church, a marriage, or eternally in
the triune God, never requires partial
persons.

8 Sports

And the Winner Is...
by Chris Rollins
chris.rollins@covenant.edu

Best Hair
The soccer trio of Garrison Dale,
Ross Blaising and Roy Anderson
sports impressive locks. Among female athletes, Erica Adams with her
blue streak competes for the prize.
But it will be tough even for the the
flow of the soccer players to outdo
Kurtis Wiles, a junior on the Baseball
team. Wiles is a firm believer that
growing hair is a waste of good hormones, which he transfers to the diamond with his talents. But Garrison
Dale is the winner of this prestigious
award, looking like he came straight
of the movie The Patriot.
Winner: Garrison Dale
Best Beard
When it comes to beards, there
really is no argument. Though his
beard’s fame has not quite reached
the ranks of Brian Wilson, he still
sports one gnarly beard. In fact,
it's not even worth mentioning his
competition, because he has none.
Winner: Matt Hudnut

Most “Jacked”
This is a tough choice with all the
steroids at Covenant. Among the
pickings are Demarius Johnson,
who was offered a spot on the UGA
football team as a fullback and was
highly recruited by D1 schools as
a running back, but opted to play
baseball at Covenant instead. There
is also Roy Anderson, along with
senior Ryan Ostrowski and senior
basketball player Zarome Lackey.
But of all the athletes, I think it
comes down to Paul Phillips, a
sophomore baseball player, and Kyle
Curran, a sophomore soccer player.
Curran looks more like a Greek
god than a human. So despite the
enormous chest of Paul, I think
Curran edges him out. The guy is
200 pounds of pure man. You know
he eats Wheaties for breakfast.
Winner: Kyle “Hercules” Curran
The Cockiest Athlete
These are the “Ochocincos” of the
world — the guys who talk smack all
game long but who usually are able
to deliver. When the game is on the
line, they are the guys who want the
ball the most. Both Rosbie Mutcherson and John Eger have perfected

this “skill.” They only know two
languages: English and trash talk.
But the winner goes to Eger because
of the dominating goalie that he is.
Winner: John Eger

The Best Overall Athlete
This is for the guy who is explosive,
big, strong, fast and the star of his
team. Players like Zarome Lackey,
David Lockwood, Hunter Harrison,
John Eger, Demarius Johnson, and
many more would fit the bill for
potential candidates. But everyone
would agree that these fellows can
only fit in the shadow of the legendary Peter Wilkerson. Peter is faster
than “Usain Bolt,” he is stronger
than an NFL lineman, and his
game is more advanced than Lebron
or Kobe could ever dream. Not only
is he all that, but he helps coach for
Covenant's basketball team in an
effort to guide them to the ship. If
anybody deserves a Dos Equis, it's
Peter. Stay thirsty, my friend.
Winner: Peter Wilkerson
Honorable mention: Hannah
Wilkerson
Most Intimidating Athlete
There are few that can match the

intensity and sheer intimidation of
Paul Werkama. Known for his yelling
at the referees in response to their
erroneous calls or his stare-down of
opposing teams, he easily wins this
category. Players like Matt Hudnut
use more than their beards to intimidate teams, or James Rollins, who is
not afraid to show his emotions on
the field (let's be honest, you would
be scared too if a guy who looked
older than your dad was on the same
diamond as you). Think about Eliza
Drew, whose goal range is one step
inside of midfield and who would
sooner truck you over than look at
you, and even has professors withering under her gaze. But Werkema's
intimidation is hard to beat, and he
walks away with this hardware.
Winner: Paul Werkema

Biggest Flopper
Kenny Kadida (AKA Yisma) seems
to spend more time on the ground
enjoying God's creation in an effort
to draw fouls than he does on his
feet. Be careful if you look at him
the wrong way: he tends to hit the
turf hard. Chandler Shepard from
the softball team lives her life on the
disabled list. She knows Covenant’s

physical therapists better than her
own roommates and parents. But
Kenny refuses to be outdone and
falls to the podium to receive the
prized #1 flopper award.
Winner: Kenny Kadida

Best Sports Team
It’s hard to ignore what the volleyball team has done so far. Their
record sits at 21-7, which is the best
in school history. Last week, Jessie
Jakes received the Conference Player
of the Week award. They also draw
home crowds that make away teams
fear playing them on the mountain
(thanks to fans like Ben Bordy, who
is by far, Covenant’s best fan). The
volleyball team is nearing the end of
the season and are prepared to represent Covenant as they head to the
playoffs. The golf team, led by Alex
Mosteller and freshman phenom
Trey Patterson, also has done well.
The cross country team deserves a
shout-out as the men's and women's
teams each have received a firstplace finish this year.
Winner: Volleyball
Honorable mentions: Cross Country, Golf

