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The SACC Fee Fiasco

NAOMI BELZ

by Rebekah Taft

rebekah.taft@covenant.edu

Shortly before the 2011-2012
school year began, Student Senate discovered that the Student
Association of Covenant College
(SACC) fee didn’t increase $8,000
as expected. “It didn’t make its
way up the proper channels of
communication to the tuition
committee last semester,” said
Student Body President Jonathan
Casselberry.
The SACC fee, part of the continuing student fee that Covenant

students pay each semester, funds
student activities like CAB, the
Tartan, and the Outdoors Club.
Last fall, a referendum was held
for the student body to decide
whether or not to raise the fee by
$8 per semester. With 66 percent
of students voting in favor of the
fee change, the increase was approved.
“It’s the first time since I’ve
been here that a SACC fee was
submitted as a referendum for the
student body to vote on,” said
Brad Voyles, Vice President for
Student Development and Dean

of Students at Covenant.
The $88 SACC fee hasn’t been
raised since 2004. Without a set
procedure for increasing the fee,
Voyles and other administrators
neglected to increase it in time
for this school year.
“We didn’t have the protocol
down for how to communicate it
[to the tuition committee] early
enough,” said Voyles.
The miscommunication created
a bit of a curveball for Student
Senate.
“It gives Student Senate less
money to work with,” said Cas-

selberry, who expected to have
an extra $8,000 to distribute to
clubs.
Student Senate expected to
bring in $92,180 from SACC
fees this year, but without the
increase, they only received
$84,480. Fortunately, an extra
$71,656 has been accumulated in
the SACC fund over the years, so
Senate will be able to take care of
their approved $93,434 in total
spending.
But according to Student Body
Treasurer Adam Clason, Senate
still needs the SACC fee increase.

“We do not have an immediate
shortage of funds, but we are currently dissaving,” he said.
Efforts are being taken by an
apologetic Student Development to cushion Student Senate’s
budget.
“Right now, we pay an honorarium of $6,000 each semester to
Charlie Swing. Student development might pay that for us,” said
Clason.
If all goes well, students can
expect the $8 SACC fee raise for
the 2012-2013 school year.

Let Them Eat Cupcakes
by Lindsay Burkholder

lindsay.burkholder@covenant.edu

As Covenant’s baker, creativity is
all-important to Kathryn Jarrett.
“I realize that everybody’s going to be eating in here every day
for eight months and I want to
get as many flavors in here as I
can,” she said.
Jarrett, a graduated art major
known around campus for her
skill at the pottery wheel, worked

as the bakery assistant at Chartwells her senior year at Covenant.
She continued baking in the Great
Hall for the summer camps that
use the facilities.
The creativity that made her pottery creations a success have played
a crucial role in her baking as well.
“If I was just baking a basic
cake, I was going to be way too
bored,” she said.
To solve this problem, she be-

gan experimenting with recipes.
Jarrett’s work really impressed
her supervisors.
“We think it’s outstanding to
have a former student in that position,” Cameron Mitchell, Assistant
Director at Chartwells, said. “She
is bringing a lot of creativity to the
cycles that we have and a lot of new
ideas to improve our bakery.”
After some negotiating, involving a later start to her day than

the usual baker’s 6 a.m., Jarrett
decided to stay on full-time for the
school year, too.
“I’m getting paid to bake — I
like baking anyway,” she said.
Jarrett’s culinary creativity continued as the semester started up.
“I’ve learned to be really meticulous and pay attention to detail. I
feel like it’s some sort of art project,” Jarrett said. “With my pottery,
I’ve really tried to focus on function

as well as aesthetics and I feel like
it came over into dessert, too. I can
make the most elaborate cake ever,
but if it doesn’t taste good or gets
torn up right away because it’s too
fragile, then what’s the point?”
She actively collects recipes,
decides which ones are feasible, and
then closely watches the student
reaction to see if they’re a hit.
continued on page 3
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A Sitdown With Senate
RASHAD GOBER

by Adrienne Belz

adrienne.belz@covenant.edu

Student Body President Jonathan
Casselberry explains some of the nuances of having an almost completely new group of students on Senate.
What’s it been like with a brand
new Senate?
A lot of really awesome opportunities come with the energy of a brand
new Senate. My previous experience
in freshman and sophomore years
was with the people who finished
Senate last year. So as far as my
familiarity with the institution goes,
I’ve come back to it with some level
of experience. But Senate as a group
of people is very different with all
the new people who have little Senate experience. And I think that is
certainly an opportunity.
There are things we have to pay
attention to — in particular, continuity of the system. We’re feeling
that already in preparation for next
year, with seven out of 10 people on
Senate who are seniors. So if any underclassmen are interested in Senate,

there’s going to be a ton of opportunities next year. I’ve enjoyed getting
to manage this group of people.
I feel like with the new people on
Senate, there’s an emphasis on the
representative side. As the Senate,
we are representatives and administrators for all of the clubs, the
Bagpipe, the Thorn, etc. We are ultimately responsible for those. I think
that the administrative side is where
a lot of people previously on Senate
stood, whereas I see a lot of the new
people who have come onto Senate
are very strong representatively.
What are some of the new things
you guys are doing this year?

We’ve done a couple of things. A lot
of them have to do with presence in
the student body and also making
what we’re doing more accessible to
students who don’t have personal
contact with senators all the time.
We’ve struggled with the in-between stage Covenant’s in, where it’s
small enough that you can handle
communication in a small-school
way — much more personally and
unprofessionally — but we’re big

enough where that doesn’t really
work. We’re small enough that
you feel like it should work but
big enough that it doesn’t. I think
that same issue is what has been
going on with the issue of Student
Development. Student Senate has
fallen prey to those same issues, and
we’re trying to do more to make our
actions visible to students.
At the beginning of the year, we
tried to set the tone with the coffee and donuts, and we’ve put out
newsletters because we know that
the actual minutes can be something
other than leisure reading. It’s like an
abstract for the meeting — here are
the things we talked about, here are
the big issues that we think students
would be interested in. One of the
big initiatives is that we see Covenant
as a community that has a lot of
opportunities for development, and
I think Student Senate is a branch
for that development and Student
Activities and all the clubs are also
opportunities for that development.
Club leadership has also been
underutilized as a leadership
development opportunity. One of
the big initiatives we are taking on

Faculty Quote of the Week

is increasing resources, particularly
as far as contact with senators and
resources of Senate that are available, but in turn some expectations
are being increased. In particular,
we’re making a rolling budget basis
so clubs get budgets approved based
on previous funds that they have
asked for. If you decide not to do an
event, it doesn’t preclude you from
getting funds, but it does become
an issue. Senate will sometimes put
a club on probation, which is like a
warning shot. But within the semester is where this budget is. Like if I
start a scuba diving club, and I don’t
do my event, I might not get future
funding. It’s a method of increasing
accountability. Our goal is responsibility with funds, and through this
system, we’re giving club leaders
organizational development and
leadership development.
What do you want people who are
uninvolved with Senate to know?
First I want them to know that
Senate’s goal is to represent their
interests. It’s our goal to represent
their desires to the best of our

ability — the implication being,
if they feel like they have grievances with how the school is being
run organizationally, Senate wants
to represent that. I would love if
someone emailed me and wanted to
meet with me about an issue. That
would be awesome. I think that the
big take-away is the dual role of
administration and representation.
What’s a major misconception
people have about Senate?

I think oftentimes people feel that
Senate is aloof or elitist, and that just
quite simply isn’t true. And anywhere
that is true, it oughtn't be. As the
leader of Senate, I am very committed to mitigating issues like that,
should they arise. Also, one of the
misconceptions is that we’re disconnected because we have meetings with
administration. But we’re just like all
of our peers. We go to class with everyone else. We feel the implications
of the changes of the community just
like everyone else. We’re committed
to voicing not only what we see, but
also what people bring to us that we
might not see immediately.

Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“I’m always getting chased in my dreams. I wish I had a gun just one time. BOOM! You’re gone.
Meet Jesus.”
- Dr. Dennison mused to himself, loudly.
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The Verdict
Yes...
To Day of
Prayer

Chef Jarrett
continued from page 1

Students seem to think so. “They’re
sublime,” praised junior Victoria
Griffis.

One of Jarrett’s personal favorites is her peach cobbler. “It’s so
simple and it’s my mom’s recipe.
It’s your classic Southern home
cooking,” she said. “I really like
making anything that people I
know are making too.”
Jarrett also likes her caramel frappuccino cupcakes.

“I finally found the perfect balance between caramel, coffee, and
vanilla. It tastes like a real frappuccino,” she said.
While Jarrett enjoys baking, her
true passion lies with pottery.
“I’m really excited about being
really good at baking by the end
of the year, but I don’t see myself
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baking for the next 10 years,”
said Jarrett. “What I really want
is to get the resources to make
pottery full time. I’m starting my
own little pottery studio in my
backyard. Because of this job,
I’ve been able to buy a kiln and a
pottery wheel.”

No...
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Have a Nomination for Room of the Month?

Faculty Advisor

This is a Covenant College student publication
The views expressed herein do not necessarily
reflect those of the College or the student body.

14049 Scenic Highway•Lookout
Mountain, GA 30750

If you would like the Bagpipe to
run a story on something, send
your suggestion by email to
bagpipe@covenant.edu with
“Story Idea” in the subject line.

For advertising inquiries,
contact Adrienne Belz at
bagpipe@covenant.edu.

We want to know which rooms you think are the best
decorated, most organized, and most creative.
Starting next week, we’re profiling the coolest rooms
on campus with a new one each month.
Send suggestions to bagpipe@covenant.edu.

4 Arts

Dude...

ESQUIRE.COM

by Peter Upton
peter.upton@covenant.edu

This self-titled debut from Jeff
Bridges is finally getting around to
being recorded after all the jam sessions he had with producer T-Bone
Burnett and contributor Stephen
Bruton. Wait, Jeff Bridges as in the
bad guy from Iron Man? Mmhmm.
Initially, I listened to this album
as an appreciative nod toward
Bridges as a person and (inescapably) as an actor. The opening
track is a tumbling, upbeat love
song that will coax a relaxed grin
from your face. If it weren’t for his
persona and voice, the sticky, sweet
lyrics would come off as cheesy,
but as it stands, Bridges’ lyrics and
vocals are the very definition of
sincere. Ryan Bingham’s harmony
vocals are smooth icing for this
track. My initial appreciation
quickly turned into really, truly
grooving with Jeff and the gang.
Speaking of which, The Dude
can sing! (That’s the only Big
Lebowski pun, I promise.) Picture
Jonny Appleseed at age 65, and
then imagine him crooning sleepy
folk songs around a chawed-on
twig through a greying beard,
and you have a auditory image of
Bridges’ vocal qualities. I want to
hug Jeff Bridges while he sings, just
so I can hear his crazy heartbeat
and that easygoing voice rumble
through his chest.

From the second track to the
fifth track, the pace is downright
drowsy. In fact, the pace and style
of this album might surprise an
unprepared listener. It’s a pace cruelly condemned by country music
critics, but these songs shift into a
more bluesy gear that can’t quite be
squeezed into the country music
criteria. Besides, does anyone read
amateur country music critics?
(The only other album these guys
gave one star to was Lonestar’s
wildly misnamed Party Heard
‘Round the World album.)
“Blue Car,” the sixth track, is my
personal favorite. One can’t say it
builds, necessarily; a simple kicktambourine beat is given, followed
by simple 4/4 piano chords that will
carry throughout the entire song,
and then the voice of Bridges begins
a foot-tapping memoir of an old car
that squeakily carries the memories
of fading love. In the second verse,
new thumb-strummed acoustic
guitar chords merge into the openroad feel of the song. Upon the
line, “Well it’s a good old car / but
the clutch is a little loose / and the
brakes are screamin’ / a song called
‘what’s the use,’” electric guitar
chugs on the off-beat for a fulfilling
verse and continues into a classy
blues solo. Even if you’ve never been
in love or owned a cruddy car (or a
spray-painted truck), just listen to
this song. Goodness gracious, it’s
rusty, dusty, nostalgic gold.

It’s been raining all day,
An autumn rain,
Windy, driving, not interested in
letting up,
Or stopping, so,
In a fit of poetic license,
I imagine a lighthouse,
Beaten by torrential rains,
Battered by the waves and the
wind,
But still standing strong,
On a foundation of granite, or
limestone,
Something that’s been there
forever,
Since before there were people,
Almost as old as Poseidon himself.
There’s a bearded man on the lighthouse deck,
In a yellow slicker, shiny, slippery,
He’s tying down a lose shutter
To be sure the light is seen for
miles.
Inside, he probably has a fireplace,
A cup of tea, possibly a jazz record,
And some fresh crab cakes, a gift
From the pretty librarian in the
town.
But he’s not inside, he’s on the
deck.
I imagine that I’m that man, or his
lighthouse maybe,
Steady, immovable, doing what I
was meant to do,
And that the world is the rain, and
the waves,
Crashing against me.
But maybe the world is the lighthouse,
And I’m the rain, a minor inconvenience
In the grand scheme of things.
And I can’t tell which picture I like
more,
Or less.

by Sam Bestvater
sam.bestvater@covenant.edu

On some of the quieter tracks, there
is a production-added background:
crackling white noise sound that you
would expect to hear only on a vinyl
record. The atmosphere seems a little
bit contrived but does not detract
from the overall feeling.
The lyrics aren’t poetic, but are
sweet, fearless, down-to-hearth and
honest. He admits,“I know somebody whose life is tough / I help a

little, but it isn't enough / cuz I go
an' spend money on stupid stuff /
when I know he's strugglin' to stay
above.” Shut up, it’s brilliant. It’s
words such as these that convey the
true grit of the album. And yeah, feel
free to read into the final song, “The
Quest,” and find a little redemption.
The quintessential unassuming
album, musically and conceptually,
Jeff Bridges grins, relaxes, grooves,

SANDRA ADAMSON

tumbles, cries, muses, and even rocks
out a bit. The album is a surprisingly strong contender to capture a
small piece of the American heart.
If you start with high expectations
for a movie star’s musical endeavors,
plan on that guy from Tron laughing
at you and not giving a darn. Jeff
Bridges won’t blow you away, but
did you expect him to really try?

Arts
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Contagion

by Clayton Powers

clayton.powers@covenant.edu

As you sit and read this article, you
may be sipping coffee, eating a messy
sandwich cleverly smuggled out of
the Great Hall, or chewing your nails
as you try to not think about that big
test tomorrow. As you rub your eyes,
you reach for door handles, hug, highfive, and make constant contact with
the people and things around you,
coming into contact with countless,
infinitesimal microbes and perhaps
passing them on to others. These are
the kind of daily interactions that
are standard fare for Contagion. The
latest offering from director Steven
Soderbergh (The Informant!, Ocean’s
11, Solaris) will make moviegoers
think twice about reaching into an
extra large bucket of popcorn.
The film opens with an extended
sequence of the initial spread of an exotic virus that traces the transmission
of the disease from Hong Kong to
Chicago. The sequence goes around
the world with quick detail shots of
the infected individuals leaning on
rails and doorknobs and bumping
dazedly into strangers on the public
bus and in the streets. When dozens
are dead just days after the virus arrives in Hong Kong, Dr. Ellis Cheever
(Laurence Fishburne), head of the
Center for Disease Control, begins
an initiative to put a stop to what
can only be a global pandemic. As
more and more people fall prey to the
seemingly unstoppable virus, civilized
society begins to unravel at the seams.
It is at this point that Contagion
begins to shine. While any director
could deploy apocalyptic scare tactics
as an end in and of themselves, Soderbergh’s story instead sets the stage for a
powerful drama about human nature.
Contagion features a cast of notable
stars, enabling the story to come to
life. The movie vividly shows both
the vile corruption of those looking
to profit from the ravages of the virus
as well as the acts of heroic selflessness

effected by those willing to risk their
lives for the sake of preventing the
spread of the disease. Some characters
are actively devoted to helping the sick,
while others have less altruistic goals at
heart. Jude Law’s Allan Krumwiede, a
manipulative blogger looking to incite
panic and manipulate the desperate
public for personal gain, demonstrates
the darker side of human nature by
sacrificing basic human sympathy
in favor of wealth. Perhaps the most
disturbing effect of the pandemic is the
ways in which it causes human beings
to distrust and fear each other. The sick
are left to die alone, while the healthy
are left to live in fear of infection,
cutting themselves off from friends
and family. But hope prevails through
the actions of selfless characters who
refuse to give in to despair as the world
begins to look increasingly grim.
Contagion provides viewers with several
bright spots in what could have been
a truly depressing film in the form of
fearless researchers and a protective
father of a troubled teenager.
I’ll admit, as I walked out of the
dark movie theater Wednesday
night, the world took on a different hue. I was hard-pressed to
hold the grimy door handle for the
other moviegoers piling out behind
me, having to remind myself that
the threat of terrible illness was
remote at best. But, as the H1N1
scare remains fresh in the minds of
most Americans, there is a place for
a healthy awareness of the world
unseen, and Contagion attempts to
capitalize on that recent headline
event. However, regardless of any political motivation or statements made
by the film, I believe that the movie’s
true power lies in its depiction of the
human soul as being more resilient
than any super-bug. It is this deep,
optimistic undertone and Contagion’s
intense imagery that come together
to form a fantastic thriller — one
that is entertaining without sacrificing substance in the process.

MYSPACE.COM

Boatloads
of Shame

Samsung disappoints Avett Brothers fans
by Greg Steele
greg.steele@covenant.edu

When Andrew Mollenkof and
I hopped into his parents’ 95
Chevy Classic and sped down
I-75, we were full of expectation
and excitement for the free Avett
Brothers concert at the Tabernacle
in Atlanta. We got to the venue
an hour before doors opened. The
line was already snaking around
the building, but we took our
chances and grabbed a spot at the
end of the line. After waiting in
line for two hours, we were told by
a staff member that the show was
sold out, and that the free tickets
we had printed off our email were
only first-come, first-served, not a
guaranteed admission. We and the
hundreds of people in front of us
were herded away from the building as policemen and bouncers
blockaded the entrance.
People weren’t shy in expressing their displeasure about being
shut out of the concert with
their tickets in hand. One man
screamed, “ Come on, Samsung!”
and smashed his Samsung phone
on the steps of the Tabernacle

as the rest of the crowd cheered
him on. Moments later a group
of people stormed a side door
and made it up a flight of stairs
until being trapped by policemen
and bouncers. One of the police
officers who had stopped them
came out of the door laughing.
He looked at everyone standing
around and said, “If they had only
turned right instead of going up
those stairs, they would have been
in. There’s no way we could have
caught them in that crowd.”
The concert was poorly managed,
from tickets to admission. Samsung
didn’t make it clear that the concert
was first-come, first-served and that
they released many more tickets
than there was room for in the
Tabernacle. The only hint of this
fact was a small-print disclaimer
at the bottom of the ticket, which
read “Admittance Not Guaranteed.”
According to one of the policemen
present outside the venue, Samsung
released 45,00 tickets for a venue
that only held 2,500.
I understand releasing more
tickets than there is space (in case
people didn’t show up), but releasing 2,000 extra tickets seems like

gross excess. A better system would
have been to release the number
of tickets the venue held, and then
say anyone who did not have a
ticket could enter on a first-come,
first-served basis. This would have
assured that those who had waited
at their computers were admitted to
the concert while still providing a
way to fill the venue. Even printing
“Admittance Not Guaranteed” in
giant letters across the tickets would
have been an improvement over the
way the concert worked out.
The concert was run poorly
through and through. Even the
Avett Brothers acknowledged
this, sending out an apology
email and offering free tickets
(hopefully in a better organized
manner — only going through
the process will tell) to their Seveirville, TN show for anyone who
got shut out of the Atlanta one.
Hopefully, the Brothers will show
the same amount of courtesy
and love for their fans that they
have during this concert debacle,
or, even better, make sure that a
corporate sponsor like Samsung
never messes up one of their
concerts again.
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NO-bama

by Ben Scott

ben.scott@covenant.edu

The 2012 presidential election
is one of the most important
elections my generation has ever
faced. Generation Y — or the
“millennials” — are a demographic that overwhelmingly
voted for Barack Obama in the
2008 presidential election.
In my opinion, our generation
made a mistake in supporting
Obama. Generation Y needs to
realize that their overwhelming
support of Obama is actually
harming their own lives and
economic future. In supporting
Obama for another four years,
they are in turn supporting
policies which will prevent them
from living in an America that
represents hope and freedom to a
depressed, tumultuous world.
The 66 percent of millennials who voted for Obama have
an opportunity to correct the
mistake they bought into four
years ago. They have the opportunity to vote against a president

who, by the end of this year, will
have added 4.3 trillion dollars to
our national debt. Our children
will be the ones who will have to
pay for this atrocity, and will be
forced to face the consequences
of previous generations living
beyond their means.
The 66 percent of my generation that voted for Obama in
2008 must understand that this
president, in advocating homosexual marriage rights, is seeking
to abolish marriage in America.
Our generation needs to understand that President Obama
is vehemently against life —
against cultivating a society
where the weakest among us,
namely unborn children with
no personal rights or abilities to
make decisions, are aborted. Our
generation needs to realize the
overwhelming mistake it made
in supporting a president who
promotes these horrific policies.
As a member of Generation Y,
I am optimistic about the choice
before us. We understand who

President Obama truly is and
what he stands for. We are beyond
trying to reconcile the sins of our
forefathers who supported segregation and racial discrimination.
We must face our current
reality and the realities facing
our children and those who will
live in America after us. We must
vote and support a candidate who
will dramatically cut government
spending, curtailing America’s
deficit spending.
Millennials must support a
president who actively protects
and strongly affirms American
interests abroad without oppressing our neighbors. We must vote
for a president who will fight for
the survival of marriage and the
rights of the unborn.
If our generation realizes that
President Obama has failed in
each of these crucial obligations,
I am confident we can take the
future of America into our own
hands and save this country from
the wrong direction of Obama.
SODAHEAD.COM

How Now Shall We Live?
Christians as kingdom builders rather than citizen politicians

by John Drexler
john.drexler@covenant.edu

The politically active “Christian
Right” has never presented a
compelling case for how Christians ought to interact with
government. American evangelicals have sadly taken to this
disappointing movement in an
attempt to resurrect American
culture by enforcing morality by
law. “Keep homosexuals out of
the military and out of marriage.
Make public school teachers
teach Creationism. Don’t build
new mosques in America.”
Behind each of these efforts is
a legitimate biblical principle.
But the Christian Right seems
to believe the historically silly
idea that by compelling citizens
to behave like Christians, we can

make them Christians. Somewhere in this frenzy to coerce
America into cleaning up its act,
the Christian Right has forgotten about something much more
important than the law: the
church.
Instead of looking to the
Republican party for direction,
perhaps we should look to a
more kingdom-driven effort to
redeem our nation. Our Mennonite neighbors, for example,
provide a unique biblical perspective on the matter. Mennonite Ronald Sider offers up some
profoundly simple advice for
Christians hoping to see change
in this world: God’s kingdom is
not going to be revealed in legislation. Coercion is not discipleship. The prophetic role of the

Christian is not found in legal
restriction from sin.
Although I disagree with
much of Mennonite doctrine
and practice, I believe that
evangelicals have a lot to learn
from Sider’s kingdom-driven
understanding of the Christian’s
role in the public sphere. Side
writes, “The logic of the New
Testament church life is clear....
Now it is possible and obligatory for Christians to live the
radical kingdom ethics that Jesus
modeled and taught. Whether in
the area of marriage and divorce,
economic sharing, racial relations or response to enemies,
Jesus’ followers live as members
of Jesus’ new messianic community.”
We are a stunning challenge

to society when we live out the
church’s role. To be the church
as God intended is to maintain
an inviting and radically different prophetic role in society.
This is not to say that Christians
shouldn’t be involved in politics.
Rather, political change will
be a natural outgrowth of the
kingdom’s fertility through the
church — that is, politics are
secondary to the church. Sider
goes on: “It is this understanding of the church as Jesus’ new
messianic community... that explains the Mennonite insistence
that the first and most basic way
that Christians shape the larger
society is simply by being the
church.”
President Obama certainly
doesn’t represent government

at its finest. Congress is even
worse. Caesar was a lot worse
yet. But Jesus didn’t use his prophetic voice to politically fight
the powers that be. Jesus didn’t
push a new political movement.
He didn’t bother technically
restricting others from dishonoring his creation. Instead,
he loved those around him by
showing the disarming grace and
power of God, and thus expanded the kingdom. Don’t seek
out God’s will primarily through
our legal structure. Instead,
let’s spend our time making the
church into the movement that
Jesus set into motion. And in
this, there is a lifetime of work
to be done for each of us.
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The God Questionable
Monopoly
by Anna Wiersema
anna.wiersema@covenant.edu

I went into last Tuesday’s chapel
somewhat cynical about Covenant’s ability — and my own ability — to appreciate Hindi music.
But I came away encouraged by
our community’s enthusiastic
response to Aradhna. Although
at times I found it difficult and
uncomfortable to worship in a different style, when I allowed myself
to participate I was awed by deep
riches of God’s character that I had
never experienced before.
We get used to familiar styles
of worship, and new methods can
seem less holy than our own — if
not heretical. Chanting and singing in a strange language. Isn’t this
the way pagans worship? Likewise,
we are even hesitant about the
way our friends worship. We are
apprehensive about New City
worship on Fridays, or we groan
when we are forced to crack out
the hymnbook or when praise
choruses turn to vaguely distasteful fluff in our mouths.
While it is good to feel
comfortable in worship and to
worship within our own culture
and community, it can also lead
us into pride. It’s easy to slip into
the conviction that our way is
the only way to sing, to pray, to
preach. We begin to think that as
the PCA, as Americans, and even
as open, cosmopolitan Christians, we have the monopoly on

worship and by extension the
monopoly on God.
The sanitized version of our own
heritage lets us forget that our
hymns used to be bar songs and
that pop culture influences praise
music. Even if our lyrics are taken
right from the Bible, we are still
singing in some translation of the
original text. When we forget that
worship never comes to us free
from cultural context, we forget
the humility that makes worship
possible in the first place.
In worship we should be awestruck by the infinity, beauty, and
holiness of our Lord. I would argue
that worshipping in only one style
cuts us off from the wonder that is
essential to worship. Worshiping in
a different cultural style forces us to
focus on different aspects of God’s
character and experience Him in
a new way. When we worship in
a different language, we learn to
articulate our faith with new words
and can more fully experience the
person and work of Christ.
As a community I encourage us
to cultivate a humility in worship
and an eagerness to experience
God through other languages and
cultural forms. Instead of dismissing the unfamiliar as second-rate
(or wrong), we should recognize
the truth even and especially
when it comes to us clothed in
unfamiliar words.
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Heroes

by Whitney Davis

whitney.davis@covenant.edu

Why do Hollywood and America
choose to uphold villains as heroes?
I was struck by this while reading
about the recent discovery of the body
of a famous Australian outlaw, Ned
Kelly, which had mysteriously gone
missing following his 1880 execution.
For those of you who don’t know,
Ned Kelly (1854-1880) grew up as
the working-class son of an Irish convict in Victoria, Australia. Subjected
to little governmental representation and the colonial abuses of the
British, Kelly found himself on the
wrong side of the law with numerous
accounts of petty theft and disorderly
conduct against his name.
Eventually, a violent event at his
home forced Kelly to flee to the
bushlands, where he killed three
Victorian policemen as they pursued
him. The colony of Victoria proceeded to declare Ned Kelly and his small
gang outlaws on account of their
bank robbery, an anarchist activity.
With a bounty on his head, Kelly
and his gang were finally cornered
in 1880 in a dramatic final showdown. Out of his gang, only Ned
Kelly himself, donning homemade
metal armor, survived the encounter. Kelly was put on trial and
hanged later that year. His body
was buried anonymously in a mass
graveyard and had been missing

until August of this year.
While finding Kelly’s body was a
remarkable historical discovery that
brought closure to a century-old
mystery, it also brought this Australian anti-hero back into the spotlight,
prompting the Victoria police to issue a statement reminding the public
that even though “Ned Kelly was one
of Australia’s most iconic cultural stories, he murdered three police officers
during the course of their duty.”
Kelly has been portrayed as the
hero of Australia’s resistance against
Victorian England and his legend
has spread outside of Australia. It
has been rehashed in folk songs and
portrayed twice on the big screen (in
1970 and 2003, both titled Ned Kelly). Whether sung around a campfire
or watched on movie night, Kelly’s
story is recounted as a romantic tale
of an oppressed man fighting against
the rule of corrupt oppressors.
The truth is, however, that Ned
Kelly was a common murderer
and thief who was able to justify
his wrongful actions based on the
popular opinion of the time.
So why does our society like to
take the Ned Kellys of the world
and turn them into heroes? Why
does Hollywood spend time and
money creating false heroism while
the stories of real heroes go untold?
It seems to me that there are two
probable reasons why we like to do
this sort of thing. One is that we

want to redeem the bad deeds of
history — gloss over the evil that
has occurred. Real life stories don’t
always afford an easy good-versusevil plot. So to make the story more
appealing we turn the shades of grey
into defined shades of black and
white. We vilify whoever we need to
so that it conveniently fits into our
own agenda.
Secondly, and perhaps more
straightforwardly, there seems to be
something intriguing to us about a
“bad guy.” We love to examine the
dark side of our favorite heroes. Unfortunately I think this is taken to
the extreme until we are no longer
dealing with the faults of our heroes
but the villains themselves.
While there is nothing inherently
wrong with telling a sensationalized
story, loosely based on the life and
misdeeds of Ned Kelly, we should
not let ourselves so easily divorce
historical accuracy from our escapist
entertainment. If we are going to
celebrate Ned Kelly’s plight against
tyranny, let’s at least admit that there
is another darker, perhaps more
morally correct, side to his story.
Ned Kelly is certainly a man
worth finding out about, but his
story should be told as it happened,
not adapted and stretched until it
fits a certain mold. If we choose to
idolize the morally corrupt, what is
that saying about us?
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Scots Boil Quakers’ Oats
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by Peter Wilkinson

peter.wilkinson@covenant.edu

The Lady Scots volleyball season
is well under way. Here are a
few observations from the great
showing in their first 10 games.
1. The Record
The Lady Scots are off to a 6-4 record. They have dominated their
first 10 games and in their six
wins they have only lost one set.
2. The Self-Proclaimed ‘Sexy Six’
Six seniors form the anchor for
the Lady Scots, including captains
Erica Adams and Kristen Dahlstrand, who bring leadership and
a lot of talent to the floor. Their
leadership serves as a backbone of
confidence for this season.

ANNIE HUNTINGTON

by John Drexler, Jacob Davis and
Nate Drexler
john.drexler@covenant.edu

The Scots won a tough battle
against the Guilford College Quakers on Saturday. Freshman Ian Meredith scored two big goals, the Scots
blooped in an accidental own-goal,
Chris Pifer took a controversial
red card, and Jon Eger wowed the
crowd for the umpteenth time. Not
to mention, there was a thrilling
halftime battle between two little
league soccer clubs. Here are a few
color commentaries from various
contributors about the wild game:
Knock knock. Who’s there? The
Quakers. The Quakers who? Good
question.
Girls around campus may have noticed that hunk Garrison Dale did
not play during this game, unlike
Chris Pifer, who played for some of
it and then got blasted by a blind
referee and wasn’t allowed to play

for the rest of the game or the next
one. Women on campus will never
catch a break.
Bad news: Veteran defenders Josh
Johnson and Hunt Davidson graduated.
Good news: A guy with a first name
that starts with Hunt, and looks
and acts exactly like Josh Johnson,
just came to town. And he’s going
to be your standard hard-nosed,
brick-wall defender.
Knock Knock. Who’s there? Ian
Meredith. Ian Meredith who? Ian
Meredith. I’m the guy who scored
two goals. I’m a freshman, and I
literally scored eight times the goalsper-game average of our first four
games. In front of a home crowd.
Also, I’m not going to let it go to
my head.
Q: What’s the difference between
taking a shot against Jon Eger and
playing a season of FIFA ‘96 on
veteran mode?

A: In a 90-minute game, you can
actually score goals in FIFA ‘96 on
veteran mode (substitute NHL ‘94
if you grew up north of the Mason
Dixon Line. Or Olympics ‘94 if
you grew up outside of America).
Fans may have noticed the rip-off
of Ganandorf ’s chant from Super
Smash Brothers when Scots cheered
for Matt Huddle House. I’ll apologize for us, Nintendo. But never for
Matt Huguenot. Matt Airbud-nut
is a gem in this dark world. Matt
sweep-the-spider-under-the-rugnut can’t be tamed. Be sure to grab
his attention for a free hug-nut.
We gotta stop giving this guy the
plug-nut.
So 11 Scots walk into a bar and the
bartender’s like, “Actually, we usually only let groups of 10 or less eat
here.” So Chris Pifer tackles a guy
from behind, pulls off his shirt, and
walks out. And Covenant still wins.
How many Quakers does it take to

score a goal? None, actually. Unfortunately it just takes one miscommunication in the Scots’ defense to
score a goal for the Quakers. Sucks,
dude.
Matt Hudnut is to Covenant College what the Nacho Bell Grande
is to Taco Bell. Spicy, effective, and
worth the price of admission.
Too bad Quaker Oats got bought
out by General Mills. And by
General Mills, I mean General Ian
Meredith who sometimes studies in
Mills.
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3. A Youth Movement
Despite having six seniors on
the team the Lady Scots can still
be considered quite young with
four freshmen. While they may
be short on collegiate experience,
these freshmen certainly bring
talent to the team with freshmen
Pretoria Dan Boer and Stephanie
Kirkpatrick leading the way.
4. The Rivals
While some Covenant students will
miss Bryan College as our rival, the
Lady Scots volleyball team did not
hesitate in finding another. “Our
rival without a doubt is Maryville
College,” said Kristen Dahlstrand.
The Lady Scots bested their rival
last year, winning the GSAC,
although the win did not count in
our record due to Covenant’s transition in NCAA Division 3.
5. The Home Court
When asked what the best part of
Covenant volleyball was, freshman
Pretoria Dan Boer replied without
hesitation, “Home games. We
have the best student section of
anywhere I’ve ever played, and you
just can’t beat the energy of being at
home in front of a raucous crowd.”

