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Where’s the Thorn?
ANNIE HUNTINGTON

3000 dollars’ worth of student publication accidentally thrown out

by Adrienne Belz

adrienne.belz@covenant.edu

After a series of unfortunate events,
$3000 worth of the student publication, the Thorn, ended up in the
garbage can, with only 30 copies
mysteriously sidestepping the trash
can into the hands of students.
Student Development, only the
first link in a chain leading to the
accidental chucking of the Thorn,
offered to reprint copies of the an-

nual student art publication. Vice
President for Student Development
and Dean of Students, Brad Voyles,
said that anyone who wants one
should email Student Development
before Friday, September 16.
It all started with the whirl of
the tornadoes that cut the school
year short. Tim VanVliet, the head
of the publications committee,
said that when the Thorn arrived
on campus, it was sent to Student

Development to be distributed in
the fall because it couldn’t happen at
the end of the year.
Kaia Moore, the student employee
working in the Student Development
office this summer, said the eight boxes of the Thorn sat in the main office
for a month or so, but they were in the
way — they needed a new home.
“I emailed Tim [VanVliet] and said, ‘Hey,
these have to be out of here,’” said Moore.
Through a series of emails back

and forth to respond, VanVliet
communicated that he would come
pick them up at one time and then
at another, according to Moore,
VanVliet said his work schedule
didn’t give him a good time slot to
grab them from the office during
business hours.
Not knowing what else to do,
Moore brought them down to her
apartment and set them outside for
VanVliet to pick up.

VanVliet put them in his car for a
while, and they eventually made their
way back to his student apartment.
David Pickering, VanVliet’s roommate this summer and a resident
assistant of the student apartments
this fall, said he came back to the
apartment after vacationing with his
family and found the stack of boxes
sitting there. VanVliet had moved
out while he was gone, and Pickering
continued on page 3

Ready, Set, BLITZ!
Got a business idea? The Seed Project kicks off with the Idea Farm Blitz!

by Lindsay Burkholder
lindsay.burkholder@covenant.edu

The same day as Day of Prayer,
students will be able to present their
business ideas to a committee of community members.
The pitch must include the people
already involved and the additional
people that would be required to

make the idea a reality.
“If the owner of the idea lacks
certain skill sets to prove the idea is
actionable, marketable and sustainable,” said Anthony Tucker, director
of the Center for Calling and Career,
“then she/he needs to find people that
fill those talent gaps. A team will only
be as successful as the members of its
team are able to accomplish goals.”

The purpose of the Idea Farm
Blitz is to sell the vision. “That usually involves describing a problem and
what it will take to solve that problem,” Tucker said. Pitches should be
kept to five minutes or less.
After the Blitz, if students choose
to continue with the process, they can
enroll in the eight-week Spring Board
Business Class to teach them the fun-

damentals of business and help them
with the development of their plan.
Students must submit a business
plan by the first deadline (still to
be determined) and make any edits
the committee suggests to move
forward in the process.
“If the committee determines the
plan proves that the idea is actionable, marketable and sustainable,” said

Tucker, “ they will allow them to move
on to present their business plans to the
Seed Capital Panel.” From these finalists, the winner of the grant is chosen.
Dr. Niel Nielson, the President of
Covenant College, first proposed the
idea in 2009 after recognizing that
many Covenant alumni had gone on

continued on page 3
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Koping with Kilter
Kick Box Kage Match Kilter
Kranky Baby Kilter
Kan I Bring My Mom to Kilter
Kilter
Kramer vs. Kramer Kilter
Kardiac Arrest Kilter
Kontract Kilter
Kardashian Kilter
Kostume Kilter
Kuba Gooding, Jr. Kilter

Left Field Kilter
Klepto Kilter
Kan’t Go to the Bathroom Kilter
Spring Formal Kilter
Kan I Go with You to Kilter Kilter
Ksufjan Stevens is Actually Playing
at Kilter Kilter
Kneal Konference Kilter
Khristian Konfrontation / Konfession Kilter

Kniel Knielson Kilter
Kangaroo Kampaign Kilter
Kost-Analysis Kilter
Kelly Kapic’s Kurly Locks Kilter
Kant (Is There Even a Kilter?)
Kilter
Kasselberry Kilter
Knicholas Kage Kilter
Karter Khristmas Kilter
Kilter Is Kanceled Kilter

Kould Be the Last Kilter
Kawkaw! Kilter
Kouldn’t Kare Less Kilter
Khocolate Kake Kilter
Kall the Kops Kilter
Kokonut Kollege Kilter
Kalvin Koolidge Kilter
Kokaine Kilter
Kroquette Kilter
Kip Burdette’s Birthday

Kilter
Kall Me After Kilter Kilter
Kould We Actually Date After
Kilter Kilter
Kall Me Ishmael Kilter
Kould’ve Asked That Other
Guy Kilter
Kondescending Kilter
Knude Kilter
Kommitment Phobe Kilter

Meet the Freshman Class President
by Rebekah Taft
rebekah.taft@covenant.edu

It takes guts to run for a position on Student
Senate, and Joey Hausler proved he had ‘em during
last week’s elections for freshman class president.
Since winning the position, Hausler sat down with
the Bagpipe and opened up about his life before
Covenant, his major, and his goals for Covenant’s
class of 2015.
Hometown: Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Major: Elementary Education with the goal of
teaching 4th or 5th grade. Considering a minor in
French.
What made you choose Covenant?
I’ve always loved the school. When I visited for
the first time my brother was already going here,
and I got input from him about what it was really
like. He was pretty honest with me about the
pros and cons. I really liked seeing the interaction
between the students and I noticed that kindness
was very apparent.
Why did you decide to run for class president?
It thought it would be good experience for me
to get involved in Senate and know how the school
runs. I like to talk to people, and I thought I could
be a decent representative for our class.
What do you plan to do or achieve during your term?
I would like to have the pie eating competition

again, and maybe make that a reoccurring thing. I
would also like to organize some more praise and
worship nights where we can get the whole school
involved. I want to see more unity and see us become more of a family where everyone has a role.
What are your interests apart from Student Senate?
I like running cross-country. I did it throughout
middle school and high school. I also like drinking
tea. I have a tea infuser and the tea pot and the hot
water heater and different mugs. I like to talk to
people. I like seeing people open up with each other.
This year, I joined Running Club and French Club.
What is your favorite place on campus?
I like the Blink, and the library is nice for doing
quiet stuff.
What have been some of your most memorable
experiences?
With the encouragement of my family and close
friends, and using money I had saved from numerous birthdays and Christmases, I traveled alone
around France for three months this past summer.
Though I was further outside of my comfort zone
than I had ever been, I forced myself to make my
stay in France a learning experience.
Anything else you want people to know about you?
If I don’t know them, I would like to meet them.
I want to be able to represent them in a way where
they know who I am, and they can talk to me.

Faculty Quote of the Week

ANNIE HUNTINGTON

Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“All they have going for them is horse racin’, University of Kentucky, and bourbon... you
know what? That ain’t bad.”
- Dr. Dodson in response to a shirt with the state name “Kentucky” written across it.
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The Thorn
continued from page 1

wasn’t sure what the boxes were for.
Earlier in the summer, Karin
Dahl, last year’s editor of the Thorn,
asked Pickering to mail out the
edition to graduating seniors. She
sent him addressed envelopes and
Pickering got a chunk of Thorns out
of VanVliet’s car. The only Thorns to
escape the demise of the garbage can
were those sent out to seniors as well
as an estimated 30 that mysteriously
ended up in Third Lobby during the
first few days of school.
Pickering had even read VanVliet’s copy in their apartment,
but when he discovered that the
boxes in his house were all Thorns,
he thought they were just extras.
“I didn’t know how the Thorn
schedule worked,” said Pickering. “I
called him and didn’t get an answer.
I thought they were just leftovers.”
He asked Elizabeth Swing, the
new assistant resident director for
Andreas and the student apartments, about it, and she said to go
ahead and throw them out.
She said that she thought it was
something like an evangelical pamphlet. "I had no idea," said Swing.
"I'm new to Covenant.”
“A lot of people left their belongings — couches, TVs, everything,”
she said. According to Voyles, the
apartments “were a disaster” after
the summer workers who resided
there left.
Instead of throwing them out
straight away, David left a note
next to the boxes which he stacked
up next to the line of garbage cans
down at the apartments. It said that
anyone could take them.
“I feel really bad,” said VanVliet
who is now attending law school.
Pickering and Swing also voiced
sorrow.
“We apologize all around,” said
Voyles. “We want to put it in the
hands of people that want it.”
Voyles wasn’t sure how the cost
of the reprinting would be covered,
but said he’d like to find out how
many are going to be reprinted
before deciding how it’ll be paid for.
“It really was an unintentional
mistake,” said Liz Lawrensen, the
new editor of the Thorn. She’s
glad it’s getting reprinted, noting
that “it’s something you can keep
and take with you — something
personal made by friends.”

A Solid Review

ANNIE HUNTINGTON

Molly Kitts

molly.kitts@covenant.edu

The Princeton Review has given a
nod of approval to Covenant again.
The Review included Covenant
College in its 2011-2012 list of
“The Best Southeastern Colleges.”
Covenant is one of the 135 colleges
on the southeastern list, as well as
being one of the 629 schools in the
Review’s “Best Colleges” list.
Although Covenant is proud to be
recognized for academic excellence, its
primary focus remains to provide students with a Christ-centered education.
Dr. Karen Nelson, a research analyst
for the Office of Institutional Research,
said that Covenant was chosen based on
the Common Data Set, a yearly academic report sent to reviewers, in addition to
a campus visit made by the Review three
years ago and student surveys taken during the 2010-2011 school year.
“The Princeton Review list isn’t

ranked, but we’d be happy if they
did rank.” Nelson said.
Covenant has consistently been
included in the Princeton Review’s
top school list over the past few
years, as well as in US News’ “Best
Colleges” and the top 30 percent of
Forbes’ “America’s Best Colleges.”
Nelson and Vice President of Academic Affairs, Dr. Jeff Hall, said that
the rankings are useful in attracting
new students, giving them an idea
of Covenant’s standards, students,
and faculty. However, Hall cautioned
against placing too much importance
in rankings. “Often what we think
is important isn’t what the reviewers
think is important,” Hall said, “but
for a serious student who loves the
Lord, this could be the place to be.”
Matthew Bryant, Director of
Admissions, explained that though
admissions doesn’t “ignore or turn
a blind eye to reviews, they don’t
drive recruitment.”

“Many schools structure to be
high scorers, but we don’t really try.”
Bryant explained. “It’s good to have
high scores, but at the end of the day
students who choose Covenant aren’t
looking at high rankings. There’s no
ranking for a profession of faith.”
He added that although Covenant admission representatives were
interested in recruiting students
with higher SAT scores, representatives were not primarily interested
in looking for outstanding academic
or extracurricular talent.“We’re
looking for students who would be
a good fit at Covenant.”
Brad Voyles, Vice President for
Student Development and Dean of
Students, said that Covenant does
not measure itself by “where or even if
we are in these ratings.” His concern
was that the rankings do not reflect
Covenant’s values of biblical faithfulness, the truth of the Gospel, and the
importance of scholarship and worship.

Seed Project
continued from page 1

to begin new ventures.
“Dr. Nielson gathered several staff
members and suggested this idea as
a way to foster what has already been
happening on its own,” Tucker said.
Last year’s winners, Drew Belz and
Isaiah Smallman, used the money to begin a video production company called
Fancy Rhino, which is filling a new and
demanded niche in Chattanooga and
surrounding areas.
“They’re not kidding around,” said
Grace Mullaney, student employee
in the Center for Calling and Career,
“this is an actual $10,000 grant.”
For more information, visit www.
covenant.edu/ccseedproject.

NATE CARL

SUSANNA GRIFFITH PRESENTS AT LAST YEARS IDEA FARM BLITZ
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VILLAGEVOICE.COM

MTV

Giants
Ian McEwan Collide
Watch the Throne

by Hannah Irwin

hannah.irwin@covenant.edu

Ian McEwan is an award-winning and
widely respected British novelist who
began his career in the late 70s with a
collection of short stories called First
Love, Last Rights. After its publication,
he quickly earned an audience thanks
to his grisly and insightful tone. McEwan has written 11 novels since then,
five of which have been made into
films. He won numerous awards for
both his children’s literature and his
novels, and was named in The Times’
2008 list of “The 50 greatest British
writers since 1945.”
His novel Saturday details a day
in the life of Henry Perowne, an
English neurosurgeon with a full
but fairly routine weekend day
ahead of him. Happily situated in
marriage and career, Perowne begins
to go through the motions of his
day in relative contentment, despite
the small frustrations (cold coffee
and blocked off roads) that plague
the average Londoner. His life is
full but not exhausting, routine but
not boring. McEwan masterfully
captures on the page a human being
who is whole and honest, and in

whom the reader can see his or her
own existence reflected.
The entire book — and much of
what McEwan writes — takes place in
the present tense. The reader feels like
a spectator in the room watching as
Perowne goes about his business. We
can smell the night air when he wakes
up unexpectedly at 3 a.m., we can
hear him putz around the kitchen as
he makes coffee for his son, we can see
the twitch in his temple begin to expose the rage building inside his skull.
It is a sensory experience rather than a
merely intellectual or literary one.
The pace of Ian McEwan’s novels
is at once both reflective and perceptive. His gift lies in his ability to
take an ordinary circumstance or
conversation and present it for what
it is: ordinary, but full of hidden
motives, emotion, and insecurity. In
short, McEwan lays his characters
bare before his readers and shows
them what people are truly made
of, for better or worse.
Another trademark of McEwan’s
storytelling is the twist. He’s very
fond of taking his somewhat unremarkable characters and hurling
some moment of insanity into their
humdrum lives. It is always jarring

but never melodramatic. The
situation, in each of the various
forms it takes in McEwan’s novels, is a delicate matter, in spite
of its ability to alter the course of
each character’s life indefinitely.
What is vulgar or terrifying is
still present in everyday life, and
McEwan loves to take a fairly
predictable plot line and infuse
it with something twisted and
garish — the kind of thing that
is meant to shock. This not only
makes for exciting reading, but
acts as something of a warning
to the reader. To quote Benjamin
Button: “You never know what’s
comin’ fo’ ya.”
McEwan’s ability to create such
an intimacy between his readers and his characters serves the
purpose of self-discovery. While
reading his novels it is difficult
not to take what is written on the
page and apply it personally. Such
thought-provoking stuff might
ask too much brainpower of the
already-loaded-down-with-reading
college student. Just think about
this: a beautiful story never did
any harm to a stressed out soul.

Jay-Z and Kanye
by John Drexler
john.drexler@covenant.edu

Jay-Z and Kanye West are genuinely bored. A combined 25 years
of unfettered chart-topping, swagsmoldering success has taken its
toll on these vets, and they’ve got
nothing left to say. Unlike their
previous individual efforts, Watch
the Throne feels directionless and
meanders aimlessly. Aside from
the token tracks about the abomination of murder and depressed
imaginings of the lives of their
future sons, Watch The Throne is
a little more like a couple grumpy
rich guys talking about how
grumpy and rich they are.
In odd contrast, the production
and beats are wildly creative. The
instrumentals are a challenge to
the rest of the hip-hop world to
raise the bar of creativity, spe-

cifically by matching hip-hop’s
aesthetic with other vibrant
genres. Kanye managed to weave
dubstep, soul, baroque strings,
oriental vocals, and Romanian
pop samples into this musical
feast. Although he lacks sincerity and purpose on this album,
his affinity for oddball samples
and finely crafted beats has never
been sharper.
So we’re left with a phenomenal foundation of top-shelf
production that undergirds 45
minutes of blathering waste.
The brilliance of hip-hop is in
its eloquence and unique vision
in the face of conflict and angst.
Their angst is gone. They are
rich and bored. They have all the
right equipment, but in Watch
The Throne, they’ve abandoned
hip-hop’s soul.

Arts
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Technical Wizardry
ALLMOVIEPHOTO.COM

by Cara Reed
cara.reed@covenant.edu

Our generation has the privilege of
saying that we grew up with Harry
Potter. J. K. Rowling shows a tangible
difference in writing style and target
audience from Harry Potter and the
Philosopher’s Stone to Harry Potter and
the Deathly Hallows. In other words,
her writing matures with the characters, who in turn mature simultaneously with the reader.
It’s not too surprising that the films
mimic the books in this regard, though
not intentionally. Through shift in
direction, the Harry Potter film saga
has undergone as much of a maturing

process as the book series.
The first two films, The Sorcerer’s Stone and The Chamber of Secrets, were both directed by Chris
Columbus, known for children’s
films like The Goonies and Home
Alone. When the Harry Potter
films stopped being kid movies,
the esteemed Alfonso Cuarón (A
Little Princess, Children of Men)
took over.
With the change in directors came a change in setting.
Cuarón moved Hogwarts from
Northumberland, England, to
Highland, Scotland. The death
of Richard Harris also brought a

new actor for an old main character
— for better or for worse, Dumbledore shifted from his quiet, kind
demeanor to a more serious and
straightforward Michael Gambon.
The least successful changes occurred when Mike Newell (Love in
the Time of Cholera, Prince of Persia)
resumed the series with Goblet of
Fire. However, when David Yates
picked up Order of the Phoenix and
the rest of the films, the quality skyrocketed, though part of this is due to
the ten million dollar budget increase.
The cinematography became
deeper and darker, invoking a more
mature feel to the final films. Yates

used new cinematographers and editors for the last of the series, including
cameramen who directed the photography for Amelie, Black Hawk Down,
and Girl with the Pearl Earring.
Other improvements include the
addition of Alexandre Desplat as the
composer for Deathly Hallows. Desplat’s past work is in film soundtracks,
including The Tree of Life, The King’s
Speech, The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button, and Fantastic Mr. Fox.
The quality of Yates’ film making
is evident in Order of the Phoenix,
but as the films grew more refined
and grandiose, so did Yates’ skill as
a director. The opening scene for

Deathly Hallows: Part 1 is quite possibly one of the greatest and most
intense to come out of Hollywood
in the past few decades.
After seeing the final part of Harry
Potter this summer, I realized something
about the film. Though there were
complaints about it being too difficult
to follow for those who had not read the
book, no one dared complain about the
camerawork and editing. Why? Because
it was simply magnificent.
Similar to how Rowling ended
her series, Yates finished out the
Potter films with a strong, bold, and
beautiful imprint on our generation.

twenty-somethings, the book contains a
collection of essays regarding “the pleasures and regrets of a husband, father,
and son.” Rarely exceeding ten pages,
these short treatises provide snapshots
of the author’s life that had some sort of
profound, changing effect on his person
or outlook, as well as his musings on
a variety of social subjects. In one,
he tells of his childhood obsession
with the heroes who sprang from
the pages of Marvel comic books.
In another, he expresses with
emotional fervor his wife’s debate
over the circumcision of their first
son (they are Jewish). In my favorite
essay, Chabon reviews the history
of LEGOS from their genesis to their
evolution over the years, as well as the
company’s decision to take on licensed
properties such as Star Wars and Pirates
of the Caribbean. Rather than simply
write a fantastic, informative essay on
the toys that he and now his children

play with, he goes on to reflect upon
the amazing potential they provide
the imagination to create worlds and
peoples never
before seen.
He
does

and relieved that I am not the only one
who is a closet nerd, or has doubts, or
gets intimidated by the hugeness and
the mystery of growing old.
Chabon is a master of prose style.
His books have received numerous awards, including a Pulitzer for
his novel The Amazing Adventures
of Kavalier and Klay and both a
Hugo and Nebula award for The
Yiddish Policeman’s Union. Both
of those books are dense and
difficult reading, full of erudite
mazes and intricate metaphors.
Manhood for Amateurs is, without
a doubt, among his most immediately readable offerings; in
place of the complex diction of his
past fiction, Chabon writes as if he
sitting in a plush red velvet armchair
across the den from you, shooting the
breeze and riffing on anything that
happens to cross his mind. It is more
conversational in tone, though no less

entrancing. The Village Voice dubbed
him a “prose magician” and “a gentlespirited writer of boundless ambition.”
He makes mundane stories pop off
the page with a three-dimensional
sense of insight and sly associations.
Chabon reminds us why childhood remains so immense in our
minds. He draws upon emotions
and events so human, so universal,
that we can almost see them being
our own. It makes you want to
reconnect with that childlike wonder
that drove you to fight cowboy-andIndian-style in the woods every day
after school. But the past is only part
of the equation, for if the stories of
his wife and children are any indication, those of us only just beyond
our adolescence have a tremendous
amount of living to look forward to.
It is this sense of timeless optimism
that makes Manhood for Amatures
such a success.

For the Love of Man

by Walter Somerville

walter.somerville@covenant.edu

With a name like Manhood for Amateurs, Michael Chabon’s second foray
into the world of nonfiction may seem
rather gender-specific. Members of the
fairer sex will doubtlessly walk quickly
by and look to other books for their
leisure reading. Even members of the
book’s supposed audience are likely to
pass on it with the assumption that
they have already securely established
their machismo, and are in no way
amateurs when it comes to manhood.
Well, dear reader, I am here to tell you
that to pass this book by is to do yourself a monumental disservice, for by
doing so you are refusing yourself the
pleasure of one of the most enjoyable
books I have read in quite some time.
Despite its somewhat off-putting
title, Manhood for Amateurs is the
very definition of accessible. Rather
than a self-help book for emasculated

all of
this with
a sense of nostalgia and tender reflection. By the end of the book I was both
longing for the innocence of childhood
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Oxford Abroad
WikiLeaks
Hindsight is 20/20 P. F. Pugh live from the UK

by Keifer Wynn

keifer.wynn@covenant.edu

Wikileaks, an organization whose story rose
to prominence only to seemingly fade away a
year ago, has recently experienced a resurgence — in perhaps the most predictable
of disasters. Repudiated publicly by the five
newspapers it leaked to, Wikileaks is now
a potential partner of autocratic regimes in
their continual efforts to suppress dissent
behind a veil of fear.
The Wikileaks organization, while not
intentionally supportive of tyrannies, is
nonetheless culpable in no small way for all
authoritarian measures made possible by
its activity. Against all common sense, the
self-congratulatory and self-styled defenders of liberty ran face-first into one of the
undeniable truths of the human experience:
good intentions do not always equal good
outcomes.
Simply put, although the zeal of Wikileaks
is admirable, the irrational self-confidence of
the organization led directly to a result that
we all should have seen coming. Numerous
newspaper accounts (the New York Times,
the Washington Post, and others) tell us that
thanks to Wikileaks, authoritarian governments now have evidence to crackdown on
dissidents.
Consider the example of the cables released
from the diplomatic communications of the
US and Chinese governments. These releases,
ranging from the innocuous (the exercise
regimens of various leaders) to the interest-

ing also encapsulate perfectly the case against
Wikileaks.
Many of the released cables named Chinese dissidents who agreed to speak critically of their government on the grounds
that their identities would be kept secret.
These scholars, officials and citizens offered
a plethora of views on Chinese society, economic problems and racial tensions. Today
all the individuals mentioned in the classified
documents are in grave danger of incarceration and torture — if not execution. This
truth in and of itself is chilling enough, but
when added to the fact that this “outing” was
not necessary, the actions of Wikileaks are
inexcusable.
What do I mean? Namely, that the New
York Times was originally given custody of
the sensitive cables and redacted the names
of dissidents in order to protect them. However, the conscientiousness of the New York
Times was rendered unnecessary by the almost unbelievably careless dumping of these
same files onto the Internet with the names
of dissidents still contained in the documents.
This is not the only instance of Wikileaks’
flagrant disregard for the consequences of its
actions, but time and space do not permit a
further discussion.
To conclude, while it is possible to sympathize deeply with the values of the Wikileaks
organization on some theoretical level (as I
do), it should have been obvious to those acquainted with the history of man that naivete
is often rewarded — not with encouragement, but with avoidable pain.

by P. F. Pugh

philip.pugh@covenant.edu

For most people returning to Covenant,
the question asked over and over is,
“How was your summer?” For myself,
though, the question is, “How was Oxford?” Last semester, I went and studied
in the City of Dreaming Spires and had
a blast doing it. I loved everything from
the academic atmosphere to the people I
met to the places I studied to the things
I did. It challenged me in good ways, and
I would go back in a heartbeat.
So why am I bringing this up? Because
you too can study abroad — and you
should. Here at Covenant we have this
thing called the intercultural experience
requirement where you have to spend a
significant amount of time (a week or
more) living and/or working in a different culture. This is not tedious drudgery — it is an opportunity. I learned
things like how to book trains, planes,
buses, and hostels. I learned how to eat
cheap but good food on the go. I quickly
learned how to get to know a town on
foot in a matter of hours — all of this is
stuff that I will most likely use the rest
of my life.
At this point, most of you are following my reasoning: “Yes, yes, studying
abroad will help me grow, broaden my
horizons, it’s more than just academics,
blah, blah, blah. Look, how am I going

to pay for it?” This is a very reasonable
question — if you’re never sure how
you’re going to pay for each semester,
you may want to think about options
other than taking a whole semester away.
However, there are other options: study
for a month at a L’Abri branch; pick a
small city, go there, stay at a hostel, and
write; find a university town, see if you
can get library privileges, and start your
SIP. These are all much less expensive
and they will grow you in important
ways.
Also consider that once transportation and housing are paid for, your main
expense is food (and if you go the L’Abri
route, the cost is minimal and you just
have to do chores). In fact, doing this
stuff on the cheap will grow you more
than if you had more discretionary
funds. In addition, if you take a travel
partner (which I cannot recommend
enough), certain costs may go down even
further. Also, scour the web for student
travel agencies that can drive down your
transportation and housing expenses.
But the main point is this: you’re most
likely never going to be at a point in
your life when studying abroad will do
you more good. Yes, you may reach a
stage later in life when travel becomes
doable again, but it will not change you
in the same way as doing it now will.
Study abroad now: you’ll thank me later.
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Keeping
it
Private
Private charities versus government handouts
by Scott Hoelsema
scott.hoelsema@covenant.edu

An ancient fable recounts the story of
an ant’s and a grasshopper’s separate
preparations for the coming winter.
Their two approaches lead to two incredibly different results. In many ways,
this story parallels the situation found
in America today. The ant and the
grasshopper were both faced with a task
— remaining nourished. Likewise, we
are confronted with the issue of poverty
in the United States.
The ant and the grasshopper each
chose a different solution to the same
problem: the ant looked ahead and
worked for a long-term solution, but the
grasshopper’s solution was only temporary and terminated in hunger and
death. These two approaches are comparable to the approaches of private charities and the government to the problem
of poverty. Clear evidence points to the
superiority of private charities’ work
over the short-sightedness and failure of
government social services.
What is it that makes private charities
better? One way in which they are superior is individualization. Being localized
and generally run by members of the
community, private charities know the

specific needs of the community and thus
can address them more effectively.
In contrast, government programs,
by their very nature, must be general
because they serve a large population and
must treat every person with the same
procedure. According to Michael Tanner
of the Cato Institute, “Most government
programs rely on the simple provision of
cash or other goods and services without
any attempt to differentiate between the
needs of recipients.” Without the personal contact provided by charities, the
impoverished do not receive the caseby-case analysis and customization they
need to move forward. Instead, they are
just “one more mouth to fill.”
Not only are private charities more
individualized, but they also operate
much more efficiently than social services, which are riddled with waste and
fraud. Tanner said, “Today, 70 cents of
every dollar [spent] goes, not to poor
people, but to government bureaucrats
and others who serve the poor.” Charities maintain a relationship of accountability with the donors who support
them. These donors compel the charities
to function effectively and efficiently,
lest they lose their donations.
Charities, however, are not operating
unhindered. As the government stepped

in, assuming the job of providing aid to
the poor, private charities suffered from
decreased donations and a “crowdingout” effect from the government welfare
organizations. William Simon of the
Heritage Foundation attests to this:
“Government spending on nonprofit activities displaces up to 50 cents [of every
dollar] in private giving.” Once people
believe that the government is managing
the situation, they are less inclined to
support “secondary” efforts. The problem, as seen above, is that these resources
are being mismanaged. The very existence of these government efforts chokes
the private efforts, dispelling what limited resources they could gather.
With this substantial loss of resources,
it is unreasonable to expect charities to
operate at their full potential. Instead, they
must enter a state of reduced functionality, because the government programs have
decreased donations.
Nonetheless, private charities are effective at accomplishing their tasks simply
due to their nature. Unlike government
welfare programs, impoverished people do
not simply receive a check or some form
of a handout. Instead, as Father Robert
Sirico of the Acton Institute says, “The
beauty of local [private charitable] efforts
to help the needy is that…they make the

individual receiving the aid realize that
he must work to live up to the expectations of those helping him out.” The
person receiving the private aid is endowed with a drive to excel that could
never come from the handouts created
by the welfare system.
This drive is the basis for transition
out of a life of poverty. Jude Blanchette, writer of THE FREEMAN: Ideas
on Liberty, remarks that “private
charities…stress personal responsibility…and good character as the most
effective combatants of indigence.”
These are the characteristics that make
charities so potent. It is this accountability and personal ambition that private charities kindle and government
programs not only lack, but hinder.
Let’s stop squishing the ants. After
all, they are the ones providing lasting and productive results. It would
be a shame to lose these valuable assets due to incompetent attempts by
the government. Instead of a call for
more government programs to “fix”
poverty in America, let’s just let the
charities do what they have always
been doing — providing effective and
specialized help to the impoverished.
Let the ants do their work, and we
will have food for winter.

Choosing Churches

by Janessa Chupp

janessa.chupp@covenant.edu

If you’re a new student at Covenant, let
me alert you to one difficulty you’ll encounter here that you might not expect.
It is hard to find a church. That’s not
because there aren’t strong, gospel-filled
churches or faithful pastors. In fact,
quite the opposite is true. Covenant’s
website lists 17 nearby PCA churches
alone, with Covenant students attending these and a variety of strong, wellrespected, Bible-believing churches of
other denominations as well.
As you may have guessed, resisting the
urge to be a church shopper in this environment has been far more difficult than
I imagined. Though I still don’t have the
rules ironed out for the most fitting way
to be involved in a church as a college

student, the best advice I can give so far is
simple: Have some respect!
To be a respectful church visitor, you
must do more than assume a reverent
expression during prayer or refrain from
tripping the ushers. Respect must color
our entire attitude about what we are doing when we visit a new church.
When I visited churches my freshman
year, and later when friends would visit
with me, I dreaded lunchtime. It is over
the Sunday afternoon breakfast pizza and
asparagus in the Great Hall that the question is always posed: “So, what did you
think of church today?”
Quite frankly, I don’t care much about
the answer to this question. I’d rather not
hear about how the music wasn’t quite
your style, the pastor could take some

getting used to, the congregation didn’t
feel friendly, or there were too many college students. And if I’m the recipient of
the question, I’d rather not answer. How
can one service possibly give me
the authority to have an opinion
on a place that has been committed to
preaching the Word of God and feeding
Christ’s people long before I came along?
I am not suggesting that one ought to be
mindless and naïve when scoping out the
church scene. But do you see my point? I
want us to realize what we are doing when
we flippantly evaluate a church, particularly based on a very surface-oriented first
impression.
What happens on Sunday morning is
of deep eternal import, but too often
we speak about churches irreverently.

Though the specific guidelines each student follows
for finding a church home may vary,
keep this in mind: always remember what
Christ thinks of the church — how he
bought her with his own blood. Then
let your attitude toward the local body
of believers, however flawed it may be,
reflect that knowledge. When you deal
with the church, you are dealing with
something holy and beloved.
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College Football Round Table
by John Drexler
john.drexler@covenant.edu

1) The best and the worst conferences
in football are...
Adam Clason: The South East
Conference is the obvious choice
for the best conference. However,
this year the Big Ten is a close
second. Don’t be surprised if Wisconsin beats an SEC team in the
national championship. The worst
conference with an automatic Bowl
Championship Series (BCS) bid is
clearly the Big East.
Nate Drexler: 25 percent of
the top 25 teams in football right
now come from the Big 12, and
that includes four in the top 10,
and the number one team in the
country. It's 50/50 over the worst
conference. The Sun Belt has the
least amount of good teams, but
the Atlantic Coast Conference has
the most amount of quality schools
with terrible football programs.
What a tossup.
Will Card: The best conference
is the SEC — they have won the
last four or five BCS championships
and look strong again this year. The
worst conference in football would
have to be the Mid-American
Conference.

It’s mid-September, the weather is hinting at cooling down, the first tests of the semester are creeping up, and we are two weeks into the college
football season. The Bagpipe asked a few local experts to weigh in on the biggest questions for the 2011-2012 season.
2) In all of recent memory, the Big
12 has really come down to the big
two: Texas and Oklahoma. Will
we see a new contender arise this
season? If not, which one of these
powerhouses will best the other?
AC: Expect Oklahoma to win
big against Texas when these two
powerhouses meet. I don’t see any
other teams in the Big 12 beating
Oklahoma. As for other contenders, don’t forget about Justin
Blackmon and Oklahoma State.
ND: A new contender? No, but
Oklahoma State looks like they
can keep pace with 12 games this
season, which will put them on
the map. The Cowboys might be
riding some of that Oklahoma
momentum and looking to exert
some swagger in the next season
or two. Still, though, Oklahoma
won't be dethroned in the Big 12.
WC: Oklahoma State has the
best shot at contending, but their
defense is lacking. However, Oklahoma will come out of the conference number one with possibly
one conference loss. They will beat
Texas because of the Longhorns’
inexperienced quarterbacks Case
McCoy and David Ash.

3) After all the buzz about Notre
Dame’s supposed 2011 comeback,
what do these two losses mean for the
Fighting Irish? Can they still be a big
presence in the NCAA this year?
AC: Possibly. Notre Dame should
not have lost either of their first two
games. In both losses, the Fighting Irish
almost doubled the offensive yardage
of their opponents. Brian Kelly has succeeded everywhere he has been, and is a
good coach when his face isn’t turning
purple. However, Notre Dame won’t
start winning big time games until they
start taking care of the ball.
ND: No. If you're trying to have
a big comeback season, don't book
your second game at the Big House
in Michigan. Notre Dame went 8-5
last season. A "comeback" this year
means winning at least ten games.
Not going to happen from my seat.
WC: Notre Dame changed for
the better, and will win some games
in the Big East, because that conference is weaker this year. But if they
continue to struggle in the redzone
with fumbles, interceptions, etc. I
would not look for them to have a
big impact.
4) What’s going on in the SEC4)

4) What’s going on in the SEC
East? Last season, these six teams
went 3-16 against the SEC
West. Was this a fluke?
AC: The SEC West will
continue to be the better division.
The SEC West contains Alabama,
Auburn, Arkansas, and Mississippi
State. Each of these teams will
beat any team in the SEC East.
ND: I can tell you this: it wasn't
a fluke. The East just doesn't stack
up against the West. I hate to say
it, but Tennessee is a wash, and
Florida is teetering. That leaves
Georgia as the big pick in the East.
Georgia? You kidding me? The
dogs? The choke machines? Please
remind me not to watch any SEC
East football this year.
WC: The SEC East has been
down because Florida, South Carolina, Tennessee and Georgia have
had younger teams the past couple
years. I would look for SC or FL
to come out on top with at least
one loss in the conference. But the
dark horse team for the SEC East
is TN: their offensive display these
first two weeks has been impressive
and if their defense picks up they
will be a team worth watching.

5) What is going to be (or already
was) the best game of the season?
AC: Notre Dame at Michigan
September 10. While it will be
hard to top the conclusion to
the Notre Dame versus Michigan game last Saturday, Florida
State could give Oklahoma a run
for their money this Saturday.
ND: Oklahoma at Texas October 8. Check out Oklahoma
versus Texas in early October
when both teams are primed,
the breezy autumn air is creeping in, and (hopefully) neither
team has lost yet.
WC: Alabama at Auburn
November 26. A couple good
games to look forward to are the
Texas/Oklahoma game as well as
Oklahoma/Oklahoma State. And
in the SEC, the Alabama/Auburn game should determine the
best team in the SEC West.

