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A stroll down the South end of
Broad Street will take you past
landmarks like the large gutted-out
factory and neon-bedazzled adult
book store. It’s not quite the ideal
environment for a pleasant walk.
But South Broad Redevelopment
Group (SBRG) hopes that one
day South Broad St. and the area
around it will not just be a street
to drive over but a destination for
tourism, commerce, and families.
Mike Harrell, president of

SBRG, said we “want to enhance,
promote, rebuild and develop the
South Broad area and promote its
natural resources. Our vision is that
South Broad would continue to serve
as an important link between downtown and local tourist attractions.”
The area between the St. Elmo
railroad and I-24 constitutes the
South Broad that SBRG is trying
to revitalize.
SBRG is a non-profit made up of
small business owners and community members who care about their end
of Chattanooga. In 2002, they began
working with Chattanooga City
Council, the Chattanooga-Hamilton

County Regional Planning Agency,
and the Planning & Design Studio to
form a plan for this area.
They want to follow the pattern
that was used to redevelop downtown, the Riverfront, North Shore,
and Main St.
Currently, South Broad is zoned
M1 for manufacturing, but SBRG
is working to re-zone it to an Urban Commercial Zone, which is a
mix of commercial and residential
development.
Harrell said the goal is “to see the
area become a major commercial
destination supported by a full
range of desirable housing and a vi-

sually appealing economic center.”
To bring businesses to the area,
they want to improve the look and
feel. Covenant Senior Josh Johnson, who has been interning with
SBRG this semester, said, “There
are already banners with the South
Broad emblem on the street light
posts to create a more historical
feel. Plans are being made to widen
sidewalks and add greenery to
make it look less run down.”
The Raceway gas station exemplifies some of the new guidelines
for building on South Broad. Harrell said Raceway “adjusted some of
their graphics and colors, lowered

their signage, installed an irrigation system, and planted more
shrubs and trees.”
One of the main goals for
SBRG in 2011 is to be an advocate for helping complete the
RiverWalk to Lookout Mountain. Right now the RiverWalk
pathway runs along the Tenessee
River from downtown out to
Chickamauga dam. Now they
would like to extend it to Lookout Mountain and in the future
connect it to the mountain trails.
Johnson is excited about
continued on page 3

When the Dust Settles
by Laura Childers
laura.childers@covenant.edu

Almost a month has passed since an
8.9 scale earthquake occurred 230
miles northeast of Tokyo, triggering
a deadly tsunami off the coast of
Japan. Although many workers in
Japan have returned to their normal
routines, Mission to the World

(MTW) missionaries in Japan are
continuing to bring relief to devastated cities and rural areas in the
northern part of the country.
In the middle of March a few days
after the tsunami hit, MTW, the
missions agency of the Presbyterian
Church in America, issued a “Minuteman Appeal” to PCA churches in
the US that explained the ongoing

efforts of MTW missionaries to lead
trips into the tsunami-affected areas
with trucks of supplies.
“It is imperative that we show the
love of Christ in the midst of this
crisis. We believe we are positioned
to respond, and our leadership there
believes our response is critical,”
wrote MTW director Paul D. Kooistra before asking for ongoing prayer

and financial support from the PCA.
The latest update from MTW
country director Dan Iverson’s blog
shows that MTW teams from Nagoya, Tokyo, and Chiba have now
brought 38 trucks with supplies and
helpers to the north. Instead of fleeing the country like most westerners
in Japan, MTW missionaries are
working around the clock to bring

water, food, gas, and blankets to
areas with high levels of radiation.
Each time they arrive with a new
load, they are greeted with harrowing devastation. Sophomore Katelyn
Newsome described how her mother,
a missionary in Nagoya, tried to help a
continued on page 2
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Going
Different
Directions
by Elizabeth Brink
elizabeth.brink@covenant.edu

Joel Rietema, Abby Sherratt,
and Joe Oliver, three of the four
Resident Directors (RDs) at
Covenant, are leaving when this
school year finishes.
“I feel God calling me to
something else. There is nothing wrong with being an RD,
but it was never meant to be a
long-term position, especially at
Covenant,” said Rietema, the RD
of Andreas Hall and the Student
Apartments, who made his final
decision on March 30.
“With all that is required from
the RDs, it is difficult for me to envision anyone staying longer than
two or three years,” said Rietema.
As Covenant College’s website
states, the RD’s job is to facilitate
others so that there is an inviting, safe, and spiritually uplifting
community in the residence halls.
Emily Ford, the Associate
Dean of Students, said, “There’s
a fine line between being in a
groove and being in a rut.” Ford
explained that the RD position
is exhausting; the longest an RD
has kept their job has been four
years. This sort of transition is
normal; on average an RD stays
for two or three years.
Meredith Hall, RD of Maclellan/
Rymer Hall and a Covenant College alumus, anticipates meeting
the new RD staff and hopes to
form the same kind of relationships
that she has with the current staff.
Hall explained, “I think it is
important to note that it isn’t
too unusual to have turnover in
the Res[idence] Life staff. When

I first came on, there was even
more change than this year.”
She’s sad to see people go, but
she also recognizes that she is in
the sort of position where people
move around a lot. “I understand
that is part of norm of the greater
RD world,” said Hall.
Abby Sherratt, RD of Carter
Hall, said, “Choosing not to
come back to Covenant was one
of the most difficult decisions
I’ve ever made.” She asked advice
from people she respected and
prayed hard before deciding to
leave Covenant.
She is going to miss several
things about Covenant. Among
them are the sunsets she sees every
day from her huge apartment windows, the excitement about avocados in the Great Hall, and students,
friends, church, and coworkers.
Joe Oliver, the RD of Founders, is also moving on from Covenant, but he was unable to make
a statement because of the recent
addition to his family.
RD applicants are being interviewed by phone currently and will
be interviewed on campus by the
Resident Life staff starting April 20.
Meredith Hall is hopeful about
the next generation of RDs.
“Change is always going to come
from year to year, so I’m learning
to be open and excited about the
possibilities of a new staff while
still appreciating the current staff
that I’ve come to love as coworkers and friends.”
Final decisions for where Rietema, Sherratt, and Oliver will
be next fall are still up in the air.

Japan
continued from page 1

Japanese woman in the seaside town of
Kamaishi who had lost her husband.
“The woman and her husband had
owned a restaurant that was reduced
to a steel frame,” said Newsome. “My
mom tried to help her dig bottles
out from dirt, ashes and even human
remains. She was trying to cling desperately to whatever she could find.”
Many of these MTW missionaries
have posted pictures and stories on
their blogs of what they have seen
since they arrived in the coastal areas. In an entry titled “Beautiful, yet
broken Japan,” one church planter,
Richard Lowther, posted pictures of
Japanese idols buried among rubble
and overturned vehicles.
Other missionaries describe how
overwhelmed and exhausted they

have felt coming up against colossal
amounts of death and destruction.
According to the latest numbers
from the National Police Agency
of Japan, approximately 209,580
people are in shelters, 14,053
people are missing, and 11,304
people have been found dead.
Reflecting on these depressing
statistics, MTW missionary Jeremy
Sink wrote about a harsh reality on
his blog. “It’s terrible that so many
have died, but it’s even more tragic to
reflect on the fact that 99.5% of those
who have lost their lives will stand
before God alone, without Christ.”
Yet while the missionaries grieve,
they also ask people to pray that
God will use the destruction to
open the hearts of a self-reliant
people to the healing power of the
gospel. Iverson calls believers to ask
God how He might use the disaster
to start churches in northern
Japan—an area where there are no
MTW missionaries or PCJ (Presbyterian Church of Japan) churches.
Matt Chase, a missionary from the

Chiba, described how he and others
from his team delivered 1,000 liters of
fresh water and 500 rice balls to the
people in a small town called Ueda.
“Our truck was completely surrounded with people teary-eyed and
grateful to receive whatever we could
give,” said Chase. “They bowed and
thanked us endlessly when they
heard we were from Chiba and part
of the Christian church there. One
lady said, ‘It’s so sad. the government says we won’t have water until
sometime in April. Everyone has
forgotten about us.’ I gently told her
‘We haven’t forgotten about you.’”
As stories about Japan on major
news networks slow to a trickle,
missionaries there hope that God’s
people in other parts of the world
will not forget about the lost and
hurting Japanese either.
“It’s really hard to go about my
daily life here knowing this is going
on back home.” said Newsome. “I’d
love to see more prayer for Japan
on Covenant’s campus. It’s one of
our most powerful weapons.”

Daniel Coulbourne’s brother, whose parents are missionaries in Japan, rests in a pile of clothes.
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Hello, Dr. Rumble
Art major plans to introduce campus to his larger-than-life SIP

by Juliet Cangelosi
juliet.cangelosi@covenant.edu

For many at Covenant, the term
Senior Integration Project brings to
mind lengthy papers, SIP carrels, and
extensive research. Senior art major
Will Lutz is breaking the SIP status quo
by building giant animal puppets and
presenting them during a dubstep party.
“I think as I was going through
my time at Covenant, it was always
in the back of my mind that I would
make puppets for my SIP,” Lutz said.
It was an internship last summer
in Indianapolis with the Harrison
Center for the Arts that definitely
confirmed the project for Lutz.
According to their website, the
Harrison Center is a communityfocused organization, located in
Indianapolis, Indiana, that seeks to
be “a model for community arts,
education, and urban revitalization
programs across America.”
When applying for the internship, Lutz briefly mentioned on
his application that he made giant
puppets. Executive Director for the
Harrison Center Joanna Taft, who
spoke in chapel at Covenant College on March 25, was impressed,
and Lutz was hired to create a puppet for every art show. The outdoor
show took place every first Friday
of the month, during which Lutz’s
massive lifelike puppets acted as
both art piece and advertisement.
For Lutz, the puppet-making
started in high school, around
Halloween. His next-door neighbor was a skilled pumpkin carver.
Every year, the neighbor would take
hundreds of pumpkins, decorate

Broad St.
continued from page 1

connecting the mountain and
Covenant with Chattanooga.
He wants to create a link on
the student resources web page
with volunteer opportunities,
activities, and internships. South
Broad has the potential to be “an
integrating stretch of land,” according to Johnson.

them with designs like the Mona
Lisa, and put them all on display
in his front yard. Word got around,
and eventually, thousands of people
(Lutz estimates), would flock to this
street on Halloween to see the sight.
Traffic flow got so congested that
the county finally started sectioning off the street every year for
the crowds to walk through. Lutz
wanted to have something to show
as well, so one Halloween he made
a giant goat puppet, which was
a huge success, as his family now
brings it out to the street every year.
“I like taking sort of unrelated
things and putting them together. I’ve
always loved animals a lot. Whenever

I draw or paint something, it’s usually an animal. I just like the idea of
something big that’s alive,” Lutz said.
His SIP includes a giant, 15-footlong, rhinoceros puppet named Dr.
Rumble and a few paper-mache
monkey masks. Lutz estimates he
has put about 16 hours of work per
week into the project this semester.
The class of 2011 art majors present their SIPs in the college art gallery on April 20, with the exception
of Lutz’s. Due to the massive size
of his project, Lutz will be presenting his puppet and masks in action
during a dubstep party, Jamazon,
preceding the art show.
Lutz believes that his classes at

Senior Will Lutz with his rhinoceros puppet

Johnson said, “The South Broad
Redevelopment Group longs
for and desires Covenant to be a
crucial part of their next steps.
[Covenant has] the same vision
and we have a knack for Christian
Community Development which is
something Mike Harrell, the head
of the South Broad Board, really
wants to show in their projects.”
SBRG is trying to work with
the people already in the area, too.
South Broad includes the neighborhoods of St. Elmo and Alton Park.

Covenant have absolutely contributed to his work with making puppets,
especially 3D Design class. “[Professor Carpenter] pointed out that the
rhino is very sculptural,” he said.
According to Lutz, patience has
been one of the biggest lessons. “Art
can be extremely frustrating. Also,
I learned the importance of doing
things right and not half-assing
anything,” Lutz said.
After graduation, Lutz will be moving to Indianapolis to look for work.
As for his puppet-making, he said,
“I don’t know where a career like this
could go, but if I had my choice, I
would like to start talking to bands and
DJs, and having them at concerts.”

ANNIE HUNTINGTON

SBRG wants to be careful not to
change the demographics but make
changes that benefit the people who
live in those neighborhoods now.
Bringing in businesses that will
create more jobs is the first step to
helping the community. Johnson
says, “Creating ‘shared space’ by
having outside seating areas and
restaurants is another one of their
strategies for involving the community. If they can create an environment that people spend time in,
then they will take more ownership

of it. Having the community
want South Broad is key.”
SBRG needs more people to
get involved, especially Covenant
students. They hope to see Covenant students settle in the South
Broad area after graduation and
invest in the community.
For more ways to get involved,
see www.southbroad.org or talk
to Josh Johnson.
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Getting to Know Miami Horror
by Walter Somerville
walter.somerville@covenant.edu

Amidst an uncharacteristic March
cold front, the Australian new
wave disco act Miami Horror arrived on Covenant’s campus. I had
the chance to interview the quartet
for a while before they took the
stage. I was unsure of what to
expect as I entered the green room,
which had been set up for the
band on the third floor of Mills
Hall. But the rock star stereotypes
ping-ponging through my mind
were instantly put to rest as Josh
Moriarty (guitar and vocals), got
up and greeted me with a warm,
friendly hand shake, offering me
full access to their extravagant
spread of food.
Before I indulged my appetite,
I was introduced to the rest of the
band: Josh sat on the right of the
sofa, next to Benjamin Plant (bass,
synth, songwriter). Crowned with a
head of corkscrew curls, he was the
most stoic of the group. Next to
Ben sat Daniel Whitechurch (super
suave keyboardist) and Aaron Shanahan (drums), who was admiring
his personalized “Vote Coulbourne”
campaign tee. As I filled my plate
with food, Josh engaged in a heated
discussion with Ben about whether
the pastries they had been eating
were muffins or scones. I informed
them that they were, in fact,
biscuits. After we shared a laugh,
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we got down to business. We began
our conversation with the members
giving the history of the band, as well
as their musical influences.
Benjamin Plant explained that
he began his career as both a DJ
and a producer, playing local gigs
and parties in Melbourne. Before
one show he was pressured to
come up with a name for his act, so
he chose the words “Miami” and
“Horror,” not to be cryptic, but
because he liked the “vivid visual
image the words evoke.” The 80’s
and disco influenced act took off,
and Dan, an old friend of Ben’s,
joined to add his skills into the
mix. Ben said this worked for a
little while, but he soon wanted
to expand their sound even more
with a dedicated vocalist/guitarist
and a drummer. So their manager,
“whose name escapes me,” called
Josh and Aaron, who had been
playing together for a while, and
asked them if they would like to
join. They did. And Miami Horror
was born.
Josh explained that Melbourne
was a great place to grow as a
band, because the music scene

there is “thriving.” He added,
however, that not many bands
make it beyond the city’s borders.
Fortunately, Miami Horror has
certainly surpassed the borders of
their hometown. Aaron explained
that bands tend to peak after about
a year of touring, typically falling
off the radar for a bit to record new
material. Miami Horror, however,
reached their peak in Australia
right about the time that their audience began expanding overseas,
and so they continued touring
throughout Europe and are now
touring the Americas. They’ve been
on the road for around three years.
Ben and Dan recounted the
amazing reception they received
from fans at shows and festivals
they have played in the last two
months, ranging from the Snowball Fest in Colorado to the more
recent SXSW festival in Austin,
Texas. Though they added that
their favorite show was opening for the Flaming Lips, which
was described as “religious,” and
“the coolest thing ever.” They
are currently preparing for their

upcoming “Summer Sun” tour this
summer, which ironically falls during the Australian winter.
One of the most impressive
things about the band is their
desire to get out and meet people
in the towns they play in. Dan actually said that playing a show and
not hanging out with the locals
leaves them feeling hollow and depressed. They are an incredibly fun
group of guys who radiate friendliness, exhibiting a genuine desire to
get to know those who enjoy their
music. They spent 15 minutes after
the interview showing me pictures of the adventures they have
had thus far on their world wide
tour, simply because they were
excited about it and wanted to
share it with me. Josh pointed out

his sunburned nose, a souvenir
from their trip to the pyramids
of Mexico, as Ben pulled out a
mouth whistle from Japan and
proceeded to demonstrate its
strange tonal qualities.
The interview closed with the
band expressing the fact that they
are still pretty new to everything
going on in their lives right now,
and that they are excited to see
what is in store for them down
the road. I have to agree with
them. If they keep up the pace
they are going now, I believe
Miami Horror will be a band to
watch closely in years to come.

Arts

An Extraterrestrial Parody
by Luke Mosher
luke.mosher@covenant.edu

The new sci-fi comedy Paul has
something for everyone. Its greatest strength is its versatility: if you
liked any popular comedy from
the last ten years, chances are there
is something in this film for you.
Directed by Greg Mottola, of the
already canonized modern comedy
Superbad and the criminally underrated Adventureland, Paul stars
actors from Arrested Development,
SNL, and the acting ensembles of
Judd Apatow and Edgar Wright.
It even has David Koechner (Todd
Packer from The Office), if anyone
still finds him funny. As a comedy,
Paul is about the sum of its parts:
if you thought these actors were
funny in other comedies and you
generally like sci-fi films, then you
will probably enjoy this movie.
The film begins with two sci-fi/

comic book nerds, Graeme Willy (Simon Pegg) and Clive Gollings (Nick
Frost), on their first vacation to the
US from England. They plan to start
at the San Diego Comic Con and
drive across the US in an RV, stopping at major sci-fi landmarks like
Area 51 and Roswell, New Mexico.
During a brief photo stop at the
famous Black Mailbox on Nevada
Route 375, a road running close
to Area 51, the two hapless heroes
stumble across an alien named
Paul (voiced by Seth Rogen) who
has escaped from the government
and is trying to flee Earth. Graeme
and Clive flip out at the chance to
help an alien, and agree to drive
Paul to his rescue ship and help
him dodge the government agents
(Bill Hader, Joe Lo Truglio, and
Jason Bateman) on his tail. Along
the way they accidentally kidnap
an ultra-conservative Christian,
Ruth Buggs (Kristen Wiig), who

quickly renounces her faith after
seeing Paul, and pick up a woman,
Tara Walton (Blythe Danner) who
witnessed Paul crash-landing his
ship decades before.
As far as humor goes, Paul is an
above-average comedy. Most of the
laughs come from homage/parody
(the two are intertwined here) of
classic sci-fi films, including Aliens,
Back to the Future, Star Wars, and all
of Spielberg’s movies (he even has a
cameo in the film). The best humor
comes from the chemistry between
Simon Pegg and Nick Frost, who
may be the best comedy team since
Abbott and Costello.
The only jokes that missed were
those about Christianity—and not
simply because they were offensive,
though some of them were. Lampooning Christianity is a lazy way
to get a laugh, in the same way that
jokes about Justin Bieber and the
Jonas Brothers are lazy: the audi-

ence already thinks the subject
of the joke is worthy of ridicule.
Anti-Christian jokes pander to an
audience likely to be Dawkinstype atheists. “What is that?”
Graeme asks when he first meets
Ruth, pointing to her shirt. “It’s a
picture of Jesus shooting Charles
Darwin in the head because of
his blasphemous teachings,” she
answers. “The world is 4,000 years
old and can only be the product
of intelligent design.”
Apart from this, and the occasional tendency toward crude,
lowest-denominator humor, Paul is
an enjoyable comedy. While Paul
isn’t out of this world, it’s a solid
comedic take on the sci-fi genre.

Noah & the Whale: Last Night on Earth

by Grant Thomas

grant.thomas@covenant.edu

London folk band Noah and the
Whale have been around since
2006. During that time, they have
released two critically acclaimed
albums, both significantly different
than the other, both incredible
pieces of art. Their first album,
Peaceful, The World Lays Me Down
was a big success, full of songs that
spoke of love in a lackadaisical way.
Their follow-up album, The First
Days of Spring, was the product
of a breakup between front man
Charlie Fink and backing vocalist
Laura Marling. The album even
came with a film. Noah and the
Whale’s most recent release is Last
Night on Earth, yet another album
that is significantly different from
their past work.
The lyrical focus of the album
has changed once again, this time
centering on Fink’s post-breakup
phase. This makes the album
considerably more upbeat than
The First Days of Spring, focusing

on the new-found freedom found in
singleness, with a scattering of songs
about past frivolities.
Aside from the lyrics, the biggest
change to their sound is the addition
of synthesizers and percussion. The
album as a whole is more percussiondriven than either of their previous
records, and the synthesizer has
added a whole new perspective for
the band. But unfortunately the new
synths also lend Last Night on Earth

a cheaper feel in some songs. One
of the cheapest-sounding sections of
the album is “Tonight’s The Kind Of
Night,” in which the band blatantly
lifts the piano riff from The Who’s
“Baba O’Reily.”
One of the best songs on the
album is “Wild Thing.” The song follows a wild girl who is a forest dweller
outcast from a small town, describing
the singer’s interactions with her.
“Give It All Back” is the worst

song on the album. It simply doesn’t
fit with the sound or the content of
the rest of the album, relying heavily
on an electric guitar and breaking
lyrically from the “moving on” theme
of the album to reminisce on the
past. Fink sings about how he was in
a two-bit high school outcasts rock
band called the Devil Playhouse.
Last Night on Earth finishes with
two of its strongest songs, “The Line”
and “Old Joy.” Apart from the added

synths, these songs will remind
listeners of the band’s previous
two albums. “The Line,” describes
a girl asking about the cause of a
break up, “Is this the line between
heaven and hell / Is this the line
where I get up and walk out?” The
choral aspect that drove so well
the song “Love of an Orchestra”
on The First Days of Spring returns
in “Old Joy” and helps to bring
about a musically and emotionally
satisfying close: “Forget the things
that get away / Don’t dream of
yesterday.”
The Last Night on Earth is the
most unique of Noah and the
Whale’s three albums. Fans of
Peaceful, the World Lays Me Down
will miss many of the elements
of the band’s previous work, but
the best aspect of the band is that
they refuse to sell out to produce
music for the crowd. Constantly
changing, Noah and the Whale
are busy telling the story of the
band, and we’re in for the ride.
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Relax! Don’t Do It!
by David Pickering

david.pickering@covenant.edu

It’s April. The birds are coming out,
the weather is starting to warm up,
and students across campus are driving themselves crazy worrying about
papers they haven’t finished, SIPs they
haven’t turned in, or homework due
tomorrow. Finals are looming just over
the horizon and our classes are racing
toward a conclusion. Despite this personal turmoil, many students believe
that the best way to handle their stress
is to deny that they’re stressed. This response towards stress is unhealthy and
only heightens anxiety. Thus I ascend
my metaphorical soapbox and loudly
cry out “Please! Take a break!”
The way stress manifests at Covenant is different from other environments I’ve been a part of. In most
settings people are perfectly happy to
admit that they’re busy and need to
focus, but at Covenant it seems like
students are hesitant to even let on that
they are feeling burdened by their mass
of school work. I’ve seen people stumbling around sleep deprived and clearly

worn out chugging away at homework
and insisting that they’re fine.
Our brains don’t work well under
constant pressure. Sometimes the
best thing you can do is simply to
walk away and leave schoolwork be
for a while. Go do something else.

Don’t pick up another pencil or
open another Word document until
you’ve played a game of ping pong
or slept for half an hour.
Now, I’m not suggesting that Covenant students should ignore their
homework until it reaches critical

mass. However, a short break to rest
our minds actually increases productivity in the long run. Instead of sitting at your computer struggling to
find the next sentence somewhere in
your head, take a break. You’ll find
that after a good rest, the words flow
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easier and the world stops spinning.
I understand the temptation
of sitting down and trying to get
everything done so you don’t need
to worry about it. For me, putting
something aside once I’ve started
it is like having one wisdom tooth
yanked and waiting a week to
come back for the other. Invariably
though, I’ve found that when I
return from my break things make
more sense and I can focus better. For example, I started writing
this article right before I went to
a rehearsal for And Then There
Were None and got nowhere. The
words formed a logjam somewhere
between my brain and my fingers
and refused to come out of my
body. After taking a break to act for
a while, I came back and found that
the jam had broken and the words
were flowing freely again.
If everything seems to be crashing down around your ears, take ten
minutes to watch a cat play the piano
on YouTube or shoot some pool. I
guarantee that when you get back,
your life won’t look quite so bleak.

Response to “Reflections on Student Senate”
by Chelsea Moser
chelsea.moser@covenant.edu

I agree with Mr. Prentis that students
should serve as a source of accountability for Senate. The concerns
raised by his article last week, however, miss the mark. While Senate can
certainly do more to communicate
with and effectively represent the
student body, to argue that Senate
currently disregards this responsibility is unfair and ungrounded.
On what basis does Mr. Prentis assert that senators “are not connected
to their constituents,” or that they act
“solely on what they think is best”
and “make decisions based upon their
own best intuitions, rather than the
will of the people they are representing”? Certainly not on the basis of
sitting in on Senate meetings, where

one can weekly find senators debating and voting based on what they
believe students care about. Certainly
not on reading minutes of Senate’s
weekly discussions with Dean Voyles,
in which senators offer opinions and
values they’ve gathered from various
sectors of the student body.
On what basis does Mr. Prentis
assert that current and past senators
are well-meaning but without vision,
intentionality, or even original ideas?
Certainly not from any knowledge of
several Senate vision meetings over
the past two years, specifically meant
to seek solutions for the weaknesses
in Senate’s communication with the
student body. In and out of these
meetings, senators are constantly
brainstorming for concrete ways of
applying and carrying out their goal
to be a respectful but thoroughly

student-oriented bridge between the
student body and the administration. Most recently, it was this year’s
president and vice president (Alex
Anderson and Tim VanVliet) who
initiated, pursued, and hosted the
Q&As with Student Development.
It is certainly possible and necessary
for Senate to do more to foster constant communication with the student
body, growing even more representative of various student groups’ interests
and concerns. My fear is that, if we
make the assumptions Mr. Prentis is
making, we will lose valuable ground
gained in the past few weeks by not
taking advantage of the resource that
Senate already is and has been for
vocalizing student concerns.
I certainly agree that Senate-tostudent body communication is a
two-way street, where both sides,

Write for opinion

as Mr. Prentis pointed out, can and
should do more to improve our communication and make sure all the
interests of all the different factions
of the student body are being heard
and equally represented. We need
to appreciate, however, that Senators do already see themselves as our
representatives. They do, in fact,
base their contributions to the questions of Covenant’s administration
and their votes on matters handled
by Senate on what they understand
to be students’ concerns. Senators
already work to make sure they have
a good sense of what students want,
carrying on constant conversation
outside Senate about what’s happening inside Senate, and keeping
well abreast of what’s happening in
student publications and clubs.
Four years of closely observing and

interacting with Senate have taught me
that these students are working hard
to understand, communicate with,
and fairly represent us. If you don’t
feel represented by senate members,
first evaluate whether you have truly
looked into the matter. Go to meetings. See for yourself. Talk to senators
- more than one of them. Student
Senate is made up of our own class
and hallmates who share our interests
and work hard to serve us. Instead of
acting on the assumption that Senate
is somehow defunct and currently
incapable of representing us, let’s do
the necessary investigation to make
sure our assessments are accurate, and
then work to offer Senate constructive
requests and communication.

it’s one more reason to procrastinate
on that homework
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Turning an Eye to the Middle East
by Laura Childers
laura.childers@covenant.edu

Sam Alhakeem is a sophomore
psychology student at Covenant
College. His mother is Egyptian
and his father is first generation
Bahraini. He spent the first fifteen
years of his life in Bahrain before
moving to the United States and
attending a private Christian high
school in Orlando, Fla. Sam’s
parents live in Bahrain where his
mother is a counselor in a hospital
and his father is the pastor of an
underground church.
In this interview, Sam speaks
about the current political unrest
in Bahrain, the state of the
church in Bahrain, as well as cultural challenges he has faced since
being in the United States.
Does the situation in Bahrain
seem real when you are here
at Covenant?
When you live in the Middle
East, all eyes are on America. But
when you’re here, its not like all eyes
are on the rest of the world. It feels
so surreal that that whole thing is
going on. I look online and I see
pictures, and I think, I walked there.
I drove past there all the time. That’s
my home, and I never expected
something like this to happen.

probably the better of two evils.
Why are people becoming
violent?
It’s part of a battle that goes back for
ages. In Bahrain, the ruling family, the
government, the army, and the police
are Sunni. But 70% of the locals--the
people—are Shia. The people think
that the only way to get what they
want is to start getting violent. It’s
very different from the situation in
Egypt. In Egypt there were 80 million
people protesting peacefully—almost
the entire nation. But in Bahrain, its
not like the whole nation is coming
together and saying, “Let’s stop the
government.” 30% of the population
is Sunni, and these people have money
and like it the way it is.
Does your family side with
either the Shia or the Sunni?
As Christian Arabs, we are
segregated from the whole thing.
We don’t fall anywhere. At the
same time, we don’t want the Shia
to take over the country because if
they did, it would become another
Iran. Literally, Iran would take over
Bahrain, which is why they have
become involved. A lot of the anger
has been incited by inside people
from the Iranian government.
We sympathize with the people
because they have been mistreated,
but to have the Sunni in control is

How is the church in Bahrain
responding?
The church is definitely trying to
lay low; they don’t want any involvement. My mom works in a hospital
as a counselor. People at her work
ask her if she’s for the government or
the people. When she tells them that
she doesn’t take sides, they often tell
her they don’t want to work with her
anymore. Even not taking sides is
threatening to them.
Do you fear for your family’s
safety?
I guess because I’m so used to
it, I don’t think much about it.
I moved to the US when I did
because my father was in danger. I
was living with my dad by myself
at the time. My mom was already
in the US getting her masters in
counseling, and my brother was in
the US at Johns Hopkins.
What do you mean? Was your
dad receiving threats?
Yeah, actually. I answered the
phone one day and a man asked for
my dad. I didn’t think anything about
it. A few minutes later my dad came
in to the TV room where I was and
told me I was moving to the United
States. Apparently, the man had

threatened him. I don’t know exactly
what he said, but something like, “I
am going to kill you and your family.”
Tell me about your father’s
church.
It’s a home church and they
move from home to home. That’s
the safest way to do it. People
move so much, so he has anywhere
between ten and thirty in the
congregation at one time. I would
definitely call it underground.
Is it illegal to have a church in
Bahrain?
No, it’s not illegal, but it’s
frowned upon to spread the gospel.
You can be a Christian, just don’t
convert Muslims. And that is
exactly what my Father is doing.
That’s his mission.
Have the violence and unrest
been discouraging to the
church there?
Maybe, but some people like
my dad are seeing the light in the
situation. A lot of people are looking for something to satisfy them
and help them feel better about life
because it is all so depressing.
Do you feel that the Middle East
is stereotyped in America?
Sure, but mostly it’s just igno-

rance. People stereotype Arabs
but sometimes those stereotypes
are true. People don’t know what
its like over there so they have to
depend on the media. And I don’t
think I’ve ever heard anything
positive about the Middle East
in the media other than that
they have oil. The media is also
always on the side of the people.
You hear that the government is
being oppressive and going out
and shooting people. But the
military wouldn’t shoot at people
if the people weren’t violent.
How can we at Covenant
show that we care about the
situation in the Middle East?
Sometimes I ask myself the
same question. What can we do
besides pray? In one sense, we
are helpless because we have to
just sit there and watch. I think
it’s important to just know about
what is going on. I’d really like
to hear about bigger things than
what is going on at Covenant
more often. I think that the only
way I might help in the future is
if I know about it now, so I try to
stay on top of the news.

8 Sports
by David Pifer

Taking

david.pifer@covenant.edu

The Covenant College golf team
and newly-appointed head coach
Trevor Potts arrived at Lookout
Mountain Golf Club on Monday
morning eager to tee-off the 2011
Reeder Cup. The Cup, which is
named after Covenant's inaugural
golf team member, Harry Reeder,
is hosted annually by the Scots as a
two-round invitational for Southeastern golf programs. This year,
Rhodes, LaGrange, Huntingdon,
Sewanee, Bryan, Young Harris,
West Georgia, Truett McConnell,
and Berry's A and B teams filled out
the field for the tournament, and
– along with Covenant – endured
a blustery two days of action on
an already unforgiving Lookout
Mountain golf course.
Day one of the Cup saw Covenant golfers Alex Mosteller,
Cameron Lewis, Dave Wilkinson,
David Spencer, and Jon Spencer
take to the links as members of the
Scots official Reeder Cup team.
Freshman Zach Buerkle was also
participating, but he played as an
individual and his score did not
count towards Covenant's total
team score. The first day of action
was marked by cloudy skies, heavy
winds, and the threat of oncoming storms that caused the original
11:00 a.m. start time to be moved
one hour forward. The Covenant
golfers adjusted well though, leaving themselves just 15 shots off the
lead in 6th place out of 10.
“I was pleased with the overall
performance of the team, especially
considering how hard the weather

a
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at It

was to deal with,” said Potts. “The
wind got brutal out there and made
a good score hard to come by.”
Freshman phenom Alex Mosteller
led the Scots after day one with a
score of 76 that left him tied for
5th place. Seniors Dave Wilkinson
and David Spencer were second and
third on the team with scores of 78
and 80 that left them tied for 15th
and 20th places respectively.
After storms passed through the
Lookout Mountain area on Monday
night, round two of the event took
place with less wind in the air but
more water on the ground. Facing
the tasks of overcoming the weather
and improving on the team's round
one score of 323, the Scots set out
to close the gap on West Georgia's
tournament leading score of 308.
That task would not be easy though,
as nationally ranked opponents
LaGrange and Huntingdon blocked
the path to the top. Never one to be
deterred though, Mosteller put together a solid, team-leading round
of 79. David Spencer, Jon Spencer,
and Cameron Lewis also chipped
in by improving several strokes
upon their round one scores, and at
the end of the day, Covenant had
climbed one spot to finish in 5th
place of 10 teams. The team they
surpassed? None other than nationally ranked, future GSAC conference foe Huntingdon College.
Said Potts, “Beating some of these
very good, nationally ranked teams is
good for this program as we head into
our next tournament and as we head
into the future. If we can continue
down this path of improvement and
build some excitement around our
program, we can hang with teams like

Scores
GARRETT REID

Men’s Tennis vs. TN Wesleyan (1-8 L)
Men’s Tenns @ King (1-8 L)
Men’s Tennis @ Huntingdon (5-4 W)
Women’s Tennis vs. TN Wesleyan (4-5 L)
Women’ Tennis @ King (1-8 L)
Women’s Tennis @ Huntingdon (3-6 L)
Softball vs. Talladega College (6-1 & 8-2 W)
Softball @ Judson (10-0 & 11-1 W)
Baseball vs. Sewanee (4-17 L)
Baseball vs. Atlanta Christian (9-2 & 7-0 W & 5-6 L)
Golf (5th of 10 - Reeder Cup)

LaGrange – who ended up winning
this year's Reeder Cup – and Huntingdon who are in our conference as
nationally ranked competitors. The
future is bright and I am excited to
see where we will end up.”
Perhaps the main reason why
the outlook is so positive is because
Mosteller is just a freshman. His
two-round final score of 155 was
good enough to earn him a 5th
place finish in the field of 53 competitors and recognition as one of
just five All-Tournament honorees.
His compatriot, Cameron Lewis,
endured a rough go in his first
Reeder Cup, but having received
NCCAA honors in other tournaments this season, Lewis, too, looks
poised for future success.
“Having been a player in last
year's Reeder Cup, I can definitely
say this year was an improvement,”
said Potts. “With the help of our
two, talented freshmen I am excited
to see where this program is headed.”
The play of Lady Scot Jordan Agate
should not go without mention, as the
junior golfer put together a two round
score of 93 that was good enough for
a 9th place finish out of 37 competitors. Agate was forced to play on the
women's side of the Reeder Cup as an
individual since Covenant does not
have a full-fledged women's golf team
this season.
Said Potts, “I think Jordan played
extremely well considering the conditions she faced. Her 9th place finish
allows her to end this season on a
high, and hopefully she will carry
that over into next year when she can
be part of a true Lady Scots team.”

YO.
write
for us,
already

