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Nielson’s
New Calling

by Hannah Vanbiber
hannah.vanbiber@covenant.edu

A year from now, Covenant will
be saying goodbye to its beloved
President, Niel Nielson, and his
wife, Kathleen Nielson, as they
finish off a decade of life with the
college. Staff and students were
informed last Friday in an email
from the Chairman of the Cov-

enant Board that on June 30, 2012
President Nielson will be stepping
down from his role at Covenant
to become president of the newly
formed Maclellan Center for Global
Christian Education.
Though preparing for this transition, Nielson continues to focus
primarily on his work as Covenant’s
president. “I must not and will
not let what’s many months away

distract me from my calling here.
We have loved – and are still loving
– our years at Covenant,” Nielson
said. “Connections with students,
faculty, staff, and constituencies
have enriched our lives beyond
what we could have imagined.”
Kathleen Nielson agreed. “Niel
and I love the family of Covenant
College, thank God continually for
bringing us here, and look forward

with enthusiasm not only far ahead
but immediately ahead – to the joyful
remaining weeks of this academic
year, and the year still to come.”
A New Call
A process of key connections made
in the past year, such as Covenant’s
growing connection with the work
of Christian education in Indonesia,
became a catalyst for broader think-
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Covenant’s president
announces future
resignation

ing about Christian education
beyond Covenant’s campus. Also,
last fall Nielson was invited to
join the Board of Directors of the
Maclellan Foundation.
According to Nielson, “these
connections triggered yet more
thinking about ways in which we
might play a role in what’s hapcontinued on page 3

Let the (Highland) Games Begin
by Juliet Cangelosi
juliet.cangelosi@covenant.edu

The campus is abuzz with talk of
the Highland Games, and students
are asking questions: What is this
new event all about? What is happening to Bakertree? What the heck
is a Caber Toss? Prepare yourself:
Covenant College is in store for a
potentially massive event.
The decision was made to merge
the new Highland Games event with
Bakertree Festival to create a two-fold

event that will take place on April 16.
Student Development is in charge of
planning the games while CAB is creating a revised version of Bakertree.
According to Coordinator of Student Leadership Charlie Swing, the
idea for Highland Games has been
lingering amongst Student Development staff for about five years. It was
not until this year, when sophomore
Matt Bristley brought the idea to
Julie Moore that there was an extra
push to initiate the event. Student
Development formed a vision team,

with Bristley included, and the ideas
started rolling.
World Olympian Highland gamer
Rob Hatch has become the consultant
and a sort of MC for the event. He
lives in Chattanooga and runs all the
Highland games events in the area and
is also currently ranked #1 in the US
Highland Games Masters Division.
Traditionally, the Highland
games represent the athletic portion
of a Celtic festival. Hatch describes
the games as “an athletic competition similar to strong man events...

but our events are always the same...
it’s been around longer than the
organized Olympics themselves.”
All the events coincide with something from Scottish or Celtic history.
Hatch’s position as the athletic
director has been instrumental to putting on an authentic event. “When
you do Highland games, it’s all or
nothing. You’ve got to do all the traditional events exactly how they’re done
with the right rules,” Swing said.
The Covenant Highland Games
will be featuring six traditional events,

as well as several other nontraditional
events. The traditional events, explained in an email sent to all students,
are the Braemar Stone, Weight For
Distance, Caber Toss, Hammer
Throw, Sheaf Toss, and Weight for
Height. Nontraditional events include
a 5k race, flag competition, haggis-eating competition, overall clan pride and
spirit, and a few other surprise events
that will be announced during the
games. The hope is that the nontradicontinued on page 3
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Senate Candidates: You’ve Got Options
by Adrienne Belz
adrienne.belz@covenant.edu

The Senate is gearing up competitive
elections this year. The Senior Class
President and the Student Body President positions remain uncontested,
but every other position has at least
two contenders. They shared their vision for their offices with the Bagpipe.

President
Jonathan Casselberry, who will
be a senior next year, has RA experience from this past year as well as
experience on Senate as both freshman and sophomore class president.
Casselberry says he has a unique
understanding of the interaction between students and administration
as each of his leadership positions
have cast light on the other.
He’d like to “carve out a place”
for Senate in the community again
as it continues to try to increase
communication between students
and administration without creating
an “us” versus “them” mentality.

Vice President
Anne McNutt, who is currently Junior
Class President, thinks she is the right
woman for the job and that its responsibilities resonate with her abilities.
“We often forget that one of the
things we have to do is support the
president,” said McNutt, and she
hopes to help bring balance and real
opinions to the table.
Ben Scott, who will be a senior,
said as vice president he would keep
people on task and supervise well.
Sophomore year, he was the Direc-

tor of Student Ministries.
“I think the Senate has done a good
job of building up community,” he
said, but he thinks students are sometimes so busy that they forget that
Senate is in charge of so much money.

initiating a ministry on campus where
students are encouraged to struggle
with the hard questions about sexuality, healthy living, relationships, etc.,
so the ‘taboo’ subjects become easier
to discuss in light of the Gospel.”

Keifer Wynn, a two-year member
of the Senate, said his main desires
are to work on the representation of
the Senate. This includes encouraging Senate to represent the passions
and ideals of the students, be good
stewards of the resources accessible
to the Senate, and strengthen club
initiatives and accountability.
He’d also like to elevate the status
and style of Covenant College’s
publications, serve as a passionate advocate for students as member of the
Judicial Justice Committee, and to be
a good counselor to the president.

Secretary

Director of
Student Ministries
Joe Lloyd, the current Director
of Student Ministries, says that the
Senate has been able to get students involved with the Luke 21:4
program and if he’s re-elected, he
hopes to get more students plugged
in with off-campus initiatives.
“I would like for this election to
be more contested because it helps
me be more strategic in the way I go
about achieving things,” said Lloyd.
Waverly McMahan wants to continue forming the relatively new student ministries position by developing
initiatives already taken up as well as
creating new ministries on campus.
“I have no prior experience on
Student Senate, but I am working on

Ashley McGarvey, who has been
an RA this past year, wants to explore new areas of leadership in the
support system of the Senate.
“I think that having been an RA
will definitely help me as secretary
because I have been able to work
alongside the administration as well
as the students on my hall,” said Ashley. She said it has also helped her in
her organizational skills, time management, and knowing her limits.
Melanie Berg said, “I want to run
for Senate because I love running
for leadership opportunities and
serving the student body.” She loves
administrative organizational tasks.
Berg was on Mac Council, has
been involved with the Campus
Stewardship Committee, Orientation
Team, and next year, Core Team.
“I would like to see more forums
more often,” she said. She thinks that
students should know about the events
and discussions that Senate is having.

Sophomore Class
President
Luke Verville said, “I want to
connect my sophomore class not
only to the Covenant community,
but also to the community of the
greater Chattanooga area.”
While he has never been on any
sort of Senate before, he is excited
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for the opportunity it would give. A
baseball player at Covenant, he said
he would like to see the Senate have
a broader voice in the school.
Bryan Zumbach ran last year, but
didn’t know what it all entailed. “The
biggest thing would be to push events
that are possibilities,” said Zumbach.
He would like to see more events done.
He was class president of his junior and senior year in high school,
which he says have prepared him to
be more service-oriented.

Junior Class President
Peter Wilkerson is focusing on
communication with the student
body, particularly underrepresented
groups. “I want Student Senate to
become involved with athletes. I
want more representation and to be
more connected.”
He also said that it’s his job to
find a speaker for his class’s commencement and he wouldn’t want
to simply find “a personal favorite.”
“I want to plan events that are
easy to get to and that are wellcommunicated,” said Wilkerson.
Walter Somerville said that if he
were to become president of the
junior class he would try to come
up with creative events.
“Concerts, student-led functions,
and special speakers are several of the
events that the junior class president
has instigated in the past, all of which
interest me greatly,” said Somerville.
He also hopes to aid communication
between students and administration.

next year is to continue traditions like
the annual slip n’ slide and also encourage new events that connect the
junior class to the rest of the school
and to outside opportunities.”
“Whether your passions lie in sewing, debating or recycling, pursuing
your goals is tangibly supported
through Senate.”
Daniel Coulbourne says, “If
given the opportunity to run, my
platform will be centered around
creating a real sustainable dialogue
between students and administration to effect real change.”
He said he’d like to implement a
regular weekly or monthly meeting for
students to voice their concerns and
administrators to seek student input,
preferably before they make decisions.
Coulbourne edges away from the idea
that Senate is merely a party-planning
committee, and hopes students use
Senate as a “real link between their
interests and school policy.”

Senior Class President
Rashad Gober said he wants to
put on some well-done and diverse
events if he becomes president.
Gober said he has watched and been
involved with much of the Senate’s
activities, working closely with Alex
Anderson in conversations about the
Campus Stewardship Committee.
“Being an RA and dealing with
some difficult situations myself
made me realize how many tough
decisions Student Development has
to make and how they really get a
bad rap for ‘just doing their job.’”

Susanna Griffith says “My hope for
Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“God is an egg!”
-Dr. Wildeman dabbles in reader-response criticism
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with “Letter to the Editor”
in the subject line.
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Highway Lookout Mountain, GA 30750.
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Games
continued from page 1

tional events will give more students
opportunities to participate, regardless
of their strength or athletic abilities.
Students interested in competing
in the games have been asked to form
clans with a minimum of 15 people,
with at least 30% of the roster made
up of women. Currently, eight out
of the ten slots available for clans
have been filled. Anyone who is still
interested in signing up a new clan or
joining an existing one must get the
application into Swing’s office by the
end of this week.
Junior Sophy Beers, who grew up
attending Highland games, said that
deciding how to include both male and
female students was an issue at first.
“How do we make sure that girls feel
like they’re just as welcome as guys are
without saying like, ‘Hey, all girls must
lift this very heavy pole,’” said Beers.
Bakertree, the day-long spring
music festival, is still happening, but
in a more condensed version. Tinsley said CAB decided to combine
the two events to avoid overloading
the student body so close to finals
and exhausting the resources of the
school. The process of figuring out
exactly what the event is going to

look like is still in the works.
“I think it’s really cool that we’re
combining the athletic side of
Covenant with the musical side of
Covenant. My hope is that it will
interest everybody,” Tinsley said.
The winning clan of the Highland
games will be awarded a claymore, a
traditional Scottish broad sword, that
will be put on display in the Great Hall
along with a clan photo and a plaque
engraved with the winners’ names. Second and third place will win medals.
Swing thinks the awards will be
“a big incentive because it makes it
traditional. You’ll have clan pride and
say, ‘We’ve got to win again next year.
We’ve got to protect [our sword].’”
The hope is that the Highland
games will become a lasting Covenant
tradition. “Why they haven’t done it
until now I have no idea, because it
totally coincides with the history of the
college. Hopefully it’ll be something
that continues every year,” Hatch said.
Swing said assuredly, “It’s gonna
be big. It’s not just a couple of
people throwing rocks out on the
chapel lawn.” He hopes for a good
response among the student body
this year to see a continuation of the
event. “There’s not a legacy yet,” said
Swing, “but I want there to be.”
Athlete Jase Gallagher practices his Caber Toss
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pening around the world.” Over
the past few months, the idea of
the Center was developed through
discussions with key members of
the Maclellan Family Foundations.
It will officially kick off next summer with Nielson's appointment.
According to Hugh Maclellan,
Executive Chairman of the Board
of the Maclellan Foundation, “The
Maclellan Center will have the
goal of encouraging the content
and practice of Christian education in Chattanooga and the nation, as well as around the globe.
Because education worldwide is
in a tremendous state of flux, we
anticipate that the creation of the
Maclellan Center will be both
timely and of vital importance.”
Nielson described Covenant’s
DNA as always “looking outward”
in its programs and focus. “Our
years at Covenant have strengthened and extended our love for

and commitment to Christian education,” Nielson said. He also hopes
to see the Center partner directly
with Covenant in the future.
Addressing students at a Q&A
Tuesday night, he said, “What we
do here and the way we do it is
enormously valuable. To carry what
we do and how we do it to broader
communities and constituencies has
been something Covenant has been
thinking about for years.”
According to Nielson, currently
the vision is to put together “sort of
a 10-year strategy so that by the end
of ten years, Lord willing, we can
look around the world at a network
of strong, Biblically grounded,
intellectually thoughtful” communities of education. “The goal of the
Center is to equip Christians and
Christian communities around the
world to do what we [at Covenant]
do almost instinctively.”
“This is what I want to do basically
for the next 10 years of my life,” he
excitedly told students at the Q&A.
A New Search
Nielson approached Chairman

Moore a few weeks ago, before the
matter was finalized, to let him
know of the possible transition.
While Moore expressed sadness at
the thought of losing the Nielsons,
he also expressed on behalf of the
Board his excitement for their future plans and the potential impact
on Christian education that the
Center might have.
Covenant alumnus Joel Belz
(’58) commented, “We are certainly
losing a most remarkable person.
President Nielson and his wife were
both multi-gifted individuals. Yet
God calls such people to bigger and
bigger assignments, especially when
they’ve used their gifts well. This is a
global assignment and we are happy
to see him take it.”
“We all focus so much on calling
here at Covenant,” said Kathleen
Nielson. “It’s a joy to be part of the
ongoing process of hearing God's call
on our lives, along with the students
and everyone else around here.”
According to Moore, the Board
is gearing up for another selection
process “identical to the one that led
to Nielson’s selection” in 2002. The

first step, which should happen in
the next few weeks, is for Moore to
appoint a search committee made
up of faculty, students, alumni, and
board members and advisors. This
committee will have the task of
seeking Covenant’s sixth president.
“Any transition is going to
bring some change,” said Moore,
“but the most important thing
is that the mission of the college
will not change – it will continue
forward unabated. The committee will seek someone who
follows that mission.”
Meanwhile, as President Nielson joked in the Q&A, “Forget
about it, will ya?!” The Nielsons
haven’t left yet and are “deeply
committed” to their remaining
time here. “There is still much
time and much work left,” said
President Nielson. “My hope is
that the college will be stronger,
in every respect, 15 months from
now than it is at present.”
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Dapper Darwin Deez
by Grant Thomas
grant.thomas@covenant.edu

In contrast to his mixtape released
earlier online this year, Darwin Deez’s
self-titled album, Darwin Deez, is a
much less crude and crass effort than
Wonky Beats. Released on April 12
in the United Kingdom, the album
received a vast amount of attention,
peaking at the 61st position among
top-selling albums. On April 25 Deez
released his hit single “Radar Detector,” which was followed by a slew of
other excellent singles, most of which
appear on his self-titled album. The
only single that did not make it onto
the album was the weakest of the
singles, “The Coma Song.”
Musically, the album is incredibly
catchy, fun, upbeat, and witty. Tracks
like “Constellations” and “Up In the

Clouds” feature lines like “If freckles
don't mean anything / Does anything
mean anything?” and “Dizzy from
lack of oxygen? / Or from the mood
you put me in?” On the whole, however, the album’s lyrics are surreal and
almost depressing. “DNA” bemoans
a break-up and blames chromosomes
on the failure of the relationship.
In “The Suicide Song,” one of the
more upbeat songs on the album,
Deez paints a picture of a depressed
break-up victim throwing himself off
an office building and validating the
suicide by singing, “’Cause I don't
need a reason why / Does anyone?”
In undoubtedly the wittiest song
on the album, “The Bomb Song,”
Deez creates a song which seems
loosely centered around the cliché,
“What if I were the only guy left on
the earth?” He sings of a post-apoca-

lyptic ghost town, “Say you love me
/ Please...say it now that the sky is
green.” The closing song is an angstridden song directed at a competitor
for the girl of his dreams. Although
Deez wishes numerous bad situations
on the other suitor, he also repeatedly apologizes to him (in a falsetto,
no less) right after wishing him a
bad day, leaving listeners somewhat
confused as to Deez’s true wishes.
With his uniquely twanging guitar,
witty lyrics, and catchy choruses,
Darwin Deez is an artist to look out
for in the coming days. In spite of
some of the album’s darker moments, there is no doubt he’ll give
us a fun ride. Whether he raps with
other childhood movie samples or
continues to blend glum situations
with up-beat songs, Deez will hold a
unique grip on the indie music scene.
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Making the Necessary Adjustments
by Clayton Powers
clayton.powers@covenant.edu

Everything is going well for David
Norris (Matt Damon). He is the
youngest state representative in
the history of the United States,
with a major senatorial election
practically in the bag. David’s
campaign slogan? “Your future
is about your choices, not
theirs,” he says. When his
plans for fame and
power are derailed
by the untimely
resurfacing of
an embarrass-
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ing photograph of a drunken college
prank, David is forced to watch his
aspirations crumble under the weight
of bad publicity. As he struggles with
defeat, a seemingly chance encounter
with a young woman named Elise
(the stunning Emily Blunt) changes
the path of his life irrevocably. Just
when David begins to think his luck
has changed, he discovers that there
is no such thing as luck - and no such
thing as free will. Nothing happens
outside of that which is dictated by
The Plan and the mysterious agents of
the Adjustment Bureau.
We watch as the agents of the
Bureau manipulate the events of David
and Elise’s lives, nudging them down
directed paths according to The Plan,
a playbook for individuals and their
decisions written by The Chairman.
This mysterious figure is never actually
shown, but only hinted at. When a Bureau agent named Thompson reveals
that The Chairman has only the
best in mind for humanity, we are
also asked to question the appropriateness and even the morality of The
Plan, which seems to have prematurely ended the lives of David’s
family in order to inspire his activity in
government.
The morally ambiguous Chairman
is obviously meant to be analogous
to God. But unlike God, who is
absolutely holy and absolutely just, The

Chairman does not care for people as
individuals. The Plan has in mind only
the benefit of mankind as a whole,
calling for sacrifices to be made towards
that end, including that of the love between David and Elise. In addition, the
Bureau itself is composed of men and
women who are merely human. When
David decides to pursue Elise past their
first encounter, they are powerless to
stop him, limited in their control of
his decisions. Chance, the force that
at first brought the couple together,
proves more powerful than The Plan of
the Chairman, and David’s feelings for
Elise override the intended destiny.
As the credits begin to roll, a voiceover tells the audience: “Someday you
won’t need us anymore; you will write
your own Plan.” While the film teaches that men are eventually capable of
directing their own lives, the Bible tells
us that the heart of man is “exceedingly
evil; who can know it?” However, the
purpose of the Adjustment Bureau
is not merely control of the lives of
people and their individual decisions.
The Plan is intended to lead humanity
to new levels of prosperity (the Bureau
takes credit for the Enlightenment, the
Renaissance, and the period of peace
between the first and second World
Wars), while periods of relaxed control
have demonstrated mankind’s inability
to make the right decisions on its own.
Interestingly, at a later point in the

film, Harry, David’s personal Bureau
agent, explains that these periods are
tests for mankind, allowed in the
hopes that people will use their free
will to pursue happiness and true
love. David and Elise do pursue these
ideals, but at the cost of their Plangiven futures: David will become
president, Elise a world-class ballerina.
Their feelings for each other overcome their desire for success, however,
making The Adjustment Bureau half
romance, half intellectual thriller.
The Adjustment Bureau, directed by
George Nolfi and based on a Philip
K. Dick science fiction classic, is an
intriguing example of a story that
attempts to address the nature of free
will and human agency in a world that
sometimes causes us to question who
is really in the driver’s seat of life. But,
sadly, some of the conclusions the film
makes are confused and misdirected,
especially when it comes to the ways
in which it paints the character of The
Chairman. Depending on the viewer’s
personal interpretation of the film’s
nod to the Christian God of the Bible,
one might respond either positively or
negatively to the film as a whole. Overall, The Adjustment Bureau is unique in
that it deals with one of the quintessential questions of human existence
in a manner that balances theatrical
spectacle with a respectful consideration of the person of God.
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Know Your
Student Acts
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Corey Snipes

Esther Ellis

What started as one song during
his spring 2010 semester eventually
developed into Corey Snipes’ first
solo acoustic EP, Overgrown, released
in January. The album, recorded
over the course of Christmas break,
features Snipes on guitar and vocals,
with freshman David Griffis on cello.
With this acoustic-guitar-cello-combo, it is no surprise that Snipes cites
Damien Rice as one of his biggest
musical influences for the album.
He described his inspiration for
writing the EP as “having a lot to do
with wanting to grow up too fast,
wanting to get married, wanting to
have everything, and before you know
it, you’re overgrown and you’ve missed
out on the simplicity and the beauty of
just being a kid.” Snipes says the EP is
“mostly drawn from painful experiences,” something that is apparent in
the darker tones of the music. The pervasive melancholy mood is intertwined
with a sense of hope in the EP. “It’s
not meant to just leave you like, ‘This
is really painful and depressing.’ It’s
supposed to be hopeful. There is still
redemption in the songs,” Snipes said.
Snipes is currently working on a second EP, and plans to release three total,
each with a different theme. Snipes explains the project as “an evolution, like
a Charmander in Pokemon. It starts as
Charmander, turns into Charmeleon,
and turns into Charizard. It’s kind of
going to be like that.”

Esther Ellis’ pure, crystal-clear vocals
and powerful, emotional piano performance wowed students at Mountain Affair with the performance of
her song, “Hope.” This song, along
with a few other Ellis originals, are
featured on her Ease the Longing EP.
Ellis started the recording process
in Nashville in 2008 with producer
Jeremy Casella, who got his start touring with Caedmon’s Call, and is also
featured on four of the five songs.
Ease the Longing can best be described
as alternative folk. In conjunction with
Ellis’ piano playing, there are some
unexpected, heavier beats that pop up
throughout the album, like the phat
beat in the title track. One of the strongest points of Ease the Longing is the
relatable, heart-cutting lyrics that come
straight from Ellis’ personal experiences.
In a word, this EP shows vulnerability.
Ellis admits, “A lot of the songs make
me feel very vulnerable. I think that
sometimes in today’s music culture,
there’s not a lot of honesty. When you’re
listening, you don’t feel very connected
to the music like it’s something that
they really experienced.”
Currently, aside from CRAP, Ellis
has no upcoming shows. Reminiscing
on Catacombs Folk Fest, Ellis says she
wants to get “more involved in the
Covenant community and play more
shows here because it’s super fun... I
would love to play with other people,
and I would love to record more.”

by Juliet Cangelosi

Raenbow Station
by Hannah Irwin

Millennium Falconer Paul and Stephen
by Walter Somerville

by Walter Somerville

Paul Walters and Joe Dodd of ambient
instrumental rock band Millennium
Falconer have been playing together
since last fall, with Paul on drums and
Joe on guitar. Since then they have
augmented their sound by adding bassist Zach Knuth and a second guitarist,
Matt Sjoholm. By pooling their talents,
the band has begun to expand both
sonically and conceptually. Influenced
by bands such as Led Zeppelin, Misery
Signals, and Pink Floyd, the band also
cites scenic mountain ranges and copious amounts of sleep as having significant impact on their music. Though
they have not yet set a release date for
their debut album, Millennium Falconer is “on the Facebook and all that
jazz,” where a link to their Soundcloud
page containing several demos can be
found. In addition to working towards
their debut, the band plans to play as
many local shows as they can within
the next few months, followed by a
tour in either the summer or fall.

The audience at Mountain Affair
this past fall stared with skeptical
eyes as two students took the stage
with naught but their voices and two
guitars. But as they began to play, onlookers were drawn into an emotional
build and a dramatic, passionate finale
that had the entire chapel exploding
with applause. The two students referenced are none other than Paul Smallman and Stephen Bates of Paul and
Stephen. They strive for a marriage of
pop accessibility and the complexity
found in classical music, resulting in a
sound reminiscent of Sufjan Stevens,
Bon Iver, and Simon and Garfunkel.
Paul and Stephen have yet to release
any physical recordings of their music,
but that is in the works. Joining with
a few other Covenant musicians,
they recently finished the week-long
Mountainfolk Tour over spring break.
As of now, they are preparing for
numerous shows in the Chattanooga
area and a tour over the summer.

Raenbow Station has existed since the
release of Brandon Snipes’ single “Be
Still” in 2007. Since then, the band has
gotten its name - kindly bestowed by
Brandon’s 5-year-old niece - and recognition from both Covenant students
and a wider audience in Chattanooga.
Their latest album, Bird in the Dirt,
added heavier instrumentation and
diversity of tone to Raenbow Station’s
sound, earning the band well-deserved
prominence in the Covenant music
scene. “We are constantly challenged
to use our imaginations in figuring out
just what it means to bring God glory
through music,” says Snipes. “Every
single song on Bird in the Dirt was a
blast to work on, and, for now at least,
I’m really pleased with them all.”
Several of Raenbow Station’s key
members graduate in the spring,
and there is some question whether
they will go beyond being simply
a “Covenant band.” Rumors have
been circulating that a tour might
be in store for the summer, but as
lead guitarist Jonathan Frame puts
it, “We’re just doing our best and
trusting God to lead us.” The band
hopes to continue playing together
even after leaving school.

by Juliet Cangelosi

All of these musicians will be playing at the C.R.A.P. Talent Show on April 9
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Healing the Past
by Peter McCory
peter.mccrory@covenant.edu

The work of Walter Benjamin, a German Marxist philosopher, expanded
my understanding of history when
I read his Theses on the Philosophy
of History last semester. In the
work, Benjamin portrays history as
interpretation in perpetual flux—not
merely an established grouping of
facts. History is dynamic. The role
for the historian is to, in a sense, redeem the past by usurping the legitimacy of past oppressors and bringing
dignity to the oppressed. In doing
so, the historian, as Benjamin puts it,
gives “a revolutionary a chance in the
fight for the oppressed past.”
Benjamin’s insight was at the forefront of my mind when I attended
the March 16 panel discussion of
Rebecca Skloot’s book, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks. Skloot’s
book is an account of the remarkable life of Henrietta Lacks, a black
tobacco farmer whose importance
cannot be understated.
In 1951, Henrietta Lacks was
treated at Johns Hopkins Hospital for

cervical cancer. During that time, cells
from her cervix were taken for research
purposes without her consent. That
same year, George Gey cultured Henrietta’s cells into the first “immortal”
cell line (HeLa cells)—her cells have
since self-replicated to the point that
today there are more than 50 million
metric tons of these cells in existence.
The HeLa cells contributed to
many advancements in science during
the second-half of the 20th century.
Yet despite the cells’ significance,
Henrietta Lacks remained unknown
as their originator for nearly 20 years.
Although the cells were taken from
Henrietta prior to the introduction
of informed consent for medical research, her story raises many questions
concerning scientific integrity, racial
equality, and ownership of the body.
During the panel discussion last
week, Dr. Alicia Jackson, Assistant
Professor of History, gave historical
context to Henrietta Lacks’ story and
Henrietta’s interaction with the established scientific community. Jackson
recounted stories of the scientific
establishment in Henrietta’s time
exploiting the black community for

scientific “research.” Possibly the most
infamous case during this era was the
Tuskegee syphilis experiment (19321972), which recruited uneducated
African-American men with syphilis
in order to study the effects of the disease, allowing them to die preventable
deaths for the sake of “science.” As Dr.
Jackson said at the panel discussion,
“You cannot dismiss all this history.”
Even if you argue that the scientists
who took Henrietta Lacks’ cells did
nothing wrong, it is tough to ignore
the systemic forces of racism within
the scientific community. Reflecting
on these systemic forces is not merely
academic. The insight of Walter
Benjamin is that we have a duty to
dignify the victimized by telling their
story. It goes further still: by uncovering past systematic wrongs, we
become better equipped to not only
observe, but rectify the wrongs that
exist unanalyzed within our own view
of the world. The imago dei within
every person and the redemption
ushered in by Christ demand that we
humbly and carefully seek to begin to
mend both our interpretation of history and current systemic evils.

PNAS.ORG

A Little Something to Chew On
by Grace Mullaney
grace.mullaney@covenant.edu

To eat anything is to make an
agricultural choice; a choice for this
farm over another, for this crop over
that crop. In our fast-paced, efficiency-driven American world these
choices are largely made subconsciously. We eat without thought.
We literally, just grab a bite to eat.
Thoughtless consumption of food is
not only ignorant, but dishonest. By
living in willful ignorance we neglect
the fact that we are necessarily part
of a larger agricultural community.
Norman Wirzba has thought
deeply about how Christians ought
to properly understand their place
in creation. In Wirzba’s book The
Paradise of God - Renewing Religion
in an Ecological Age he writes about
food as the “feast of creation.”
He reminds us that food “is the
intimate nexus that joins us together
with the rest of creation in a mundane, yet most profound, manner.”
You won’t read this kind of thing on
the back of a Happy Meal. Wirzba’s

depth of consideration is foreign to
the majority of American eaters.
Eating is an agricultural act, but it is
a political act as well. Every choice we
make helps drive the agricultural market. As long as we put the responsibility
on food industries, agricultural businessmen, and factory farms, nothing
will happen; these businesses are simply
singing the tune we have asked them to
play. The responsibility is in our own
hands. I won’t pretend we have the
ability or the responsibility to singlehandedly change the way Americans
produce and consume food. However,
each of us are responsible for choosing
whether to partake in the current state
of affairs or to beg for a better way of
approaching, generating, and consuming food. We do play a vital role in
agriculture. We can choose to actively
and thoughtfully take responsibility for
our role, or we can allow our part to be
controlled by others.
Truthfully, most of our lifestyles do
not in any way necessitate thoughtful food consumption. The majority of us have become accustomed
to eating food without being able

to trace its origin further than the
automatic doors of our supermarket
or Chartwells’ Mack truck. We are
sustained by anonymous food grown
by anonymous farmers given to us in
nearly anonymous packaging. This
uninformed consumption amounts to
a silently agreed upon ignorance. We
are willingly uninformed about our
food. To live, act, and eat as conscientious human beings, we ought to
investigate and attempt to understand
where our food comes from. Being
thoughtful about what we put in
our mouths is not easy, and it is not
efficient. It is easy to grab a package of hamburgers from the grocery
store shelf, or pick up some chicken
nuggets at McDonald’s on the way
up Lookout Mountain. But ease and
convenience aren’t worthy criteria
for decision making. Embracing our
role in agriculture is the responsible
choice; it is a choice that results in
moral satisfaction and – unexpectedly
– an increased enjoyment of our food.
In his essay “The Pleasures of
Eating,” Wendell Berry argues that
ignorance impedes our enjoyment

of food. Understanding the mystery
involved in our world and more deeply
comprehending the miraculous nature
of the plants and animals that nourish
our lives, causes us to enjoy our food to
a deeper and more honest extent. Enjoyment of food is often characterized
as indulgence – we enjoy chocolate
cake, vanilla ice cream, apple pie. The
enjoyment Berry writes of has nothing
to do with indulgence; it has to do
with the great gift of nourishment
God has provided from his creation for
his creation. If Berry is right, if we are
meant to enjoy the food God has given
us, and if that enjoyment is deepened
by knowledge, we have a great incentive to forsake the willful ignorance of

convenience and take up our place in
the agricultural community.
Before we become conscientious
eaters, we have to actually think about
the food we are consuming. We should
purposefully remember that Chartwells does not spontaneously generate
the food we eat every day. We need to
remember that we are a part of a long
process that began with a farm and a
creature; as we eat, we are participating
in agriculture. At the very least, our
participation should be one of gratitude - gratitude for what we have not
created, cannot explain, and are entirely dependent upon for sustenance. I
think we will find that the road out of
ignorance leads to gratitude.

Residence hall recycling is back!
Contact the appropriate Recycling Supervisor
with any questions:
Carter: Austin Doctor Founders: Melanie Berg
Mac: Lauren Westerman Andreas: Hannah Sluis
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Music on Its Own Terms
by Sam Bestvater
sam.bestvater@covenant.edu

Music piracy is here to stay. More
people are listening to more music
than ever before, but according to
recent market research only half
of them actually paid for any of it.
Evidently, the fact that downloading music is illegal hasn’t been a
good enough reason to keep us
from our torrent sites. Downloading music is just too easy. However, regardless of legality I still think
there is a good case to be made for
buying physical copies of music.
We live in a fast world -- a world
filled with twitter, drive-thrus,
multitasking, and soundbites.
When we want something, we get
it immediately. However, in our
obsession with immediacy we lose
something important. There is a
difference between a Taco Bell run
and a long dinner at a fine restaurant; in the same way, there is a
difference between an mp3 from
BitTorrent and a vinyl record (or

even a CD). Call me a masochist,
but I buy records precisely because
they are inconvenient. They aren’t
portable. They make me slow down.
The unfortunate fact is that music
is often relegated to the background.

It’s easy to press play and study,
work out, surf the internet, or drive.
But music is an art form. I believe
art is most effective when we meet
it on its own terms rather than
forcing it to fit the frenetic pace of

our lives and fight with Facebook,
cell phones, and half a dozen other
things that vie for our attention.
Listening to a record should be a
sensory experience made up of more
than just melodies and harmonies.

ANNIE HUNTINGTON

It includes tones and overtones
that can only be reproduced by
a high-fidelity recording and
decent speakers. It includes album
artwork and liner notes. Generally,
artists are intentional about the order of the tracks on an album, and
in their greater context, they take
on greater meaning. When I stop
everything I’m doing and actively
listen to a record from beginning
to end, it becomes more than just
the sum of its parts.
If this sounds like a lot of work,
it’s because it is, and I don’t do
it every day. I still own an iPod,
and I have a pretty substantial
digital music library. Ultimately,
however, I believe it’s worth the
extra effort to listen to physical
copies, and I would encourage
you to take the time to try it.
Pick out an album that you enjoy,
and play it through a good stereo
or a nice set of headphones. Close
your computer. Turn off your cell
phone. Lock your door if you have
to. Close your eyes and just listen.

Respecting the Power of Nature
by Tim Van Vliet
tim.vanvliet@covenant.edu

Our relationship with our environment is tenuous; we depend upon
nature’s bounty for our survival, but
often nature does not function in a
manner beneficial to humans. We
dump chemicals in the water, and we
can no longer eat the fish because of
increased mercury levels. We build
levees to increase usable land space,
and a hurricane knocks them down
and wreaks havoc. It seems that no
matter what humanity does, the environment possesses the capability to
punch us in the face and drop kick
us straight back to reality.
In many situations, the environment
annoys us to the point of mental exhaustion. Did Eyjafjallajökull erupt and
strand you in Europe? Yep. Did a group
of rocks decide to make your life awful
by having a prolonged party on I-40?
Check. The other day there was no hot
water in Founders. I was practically off
my rocker for two hours, much to the
detriment of those around me.
Humanity strives for progress—
often unlimited progress. When the

Netherlands started to run out of
space, they conquered the sea with
dikes. When the Russians wanted their
own warm water port, they turned an
uninhabitable swamp into St. Petersburg—the Venice of the North. And
we won’t even go into the marvel that
is Venice. When Americans want more
oil, our companies can drill miles into
the ocean floor and deliver black gold.
Nature can—and is—overcome
by human choices and ingenuity. We
actively choose to confront nature.
Nature, on the other hand, simply acts.
It might rain, it might snow. A tectonic
plate might shift a little bit or a lot. The
point is, we simply can’t define nature
or control it, as much as we may try.
When natural disasters strike, it
is an utter and complete tragedy.
When humans pass away because
of tsunamis, we often find ourselves
questioning God and the reason for
pain. Dealing with the situation can
be difficult, and the past few weeks
have made me ask a painful question—should I be surprised?
Natural disasters often highlight
human hubris. The inherent tragedy
behind any natural disaster is based

on the number of humans involved,
and the most likely place for natural
disasters to occur is often a location with millions of humans. Rich
people build their homes in Malibu
and decry mud slides that are to be
expected. New Orleans was built in a
swampland prone to flooding.
Right now the world’s most technologically advanced society and third
largest economy has been brought to
its knees by a shifting of the tectonic
plates. The Wall Street Journal quoted
a Japanese woman named Yumiko
Yamauchi, who said that the phrase
the Japanesew were using to describe
the crisis was “shoganai,” which translates into “it can’t be helped.” Nothing
the Japanese could have done save for
mass evacuation could have prevented
an 8.9 magnitude earthquake. No
one could have foreseen the loss of
over 18,000 of helpless wives, brothers, and children. The horror of it all
is incomprehensible. Japan as a nation
can analyze its actions, build defenses,
and prepare for the future. They
could have prepared for any possible
disaster and, like the architects of the
Titanic, be overwhelmed by a ran-

dom iceberg--or in this case tectonic
plate--waiting to kill.
I’m not trying to engage in environmental fear mongering—far from
it. I think human well-being ought to
be placed ahead of the environment.
If damming a river means more arable land in a starving nation, I think
the people take precedence. The earth
is fundamentally important, but it’s
my opinion that God values human
life more than, say, the life of a floodwater mosquito in my backyard.
What I am advocating is a greater
respect and admiration for nature, because we do fight against it and claim
ignorance when it destroys us. I think
we should treat natural disasters as a

common grace insight into the power
of God’s creation. As humans we are
prone to folly and pride unbound.
Sometimes disasters remind us of that.
So when bad things happen, instead
of shaking in our boots we should
respond by asking how we can avoid
future environmental crises by working within the confines of nature. For
instance, our country is already looking for renewable sources of energy
such as solar and wind power because
we’re aware of how finite a supply oil
is. Finally, as we ask these questions
we need to remind ourselves that the
understanding of nature does not
entail the mastery of nature.

Correction:
Last week’s sports article was written by David
Pifer and Chris Rollins, not James Rollins.
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The Morris twins from Kansas

Busting Your Bracket & Getting Your Goat
by Nate Drexler
nate.drexler@covenant.edu

If there is one thing that is no different this year than any other year,
it is this: filling out NCAA brackets
is for chumps. There is no science
to it. There is no well of knowledge
that some guys have that others
don’t that produces sound brackets.
There is just luck, good fortune,
providence (for those of us who are
poor and rely on our betting money
to stay afloat), and… madness.
The eyes of the nation are now
turned to the Sweet Sixteen, where
number one juggernauts will square
off against twelfth-seeded Cinderella
stories, where big conference squads
will face small conference squads,
and where the fat will further be
trimmed off of what has been a fairly
disappointing field already.
And right about now you might
be asking yourself, “Did he just say
‘disappointing field?’” The answer:
“Yes,” and I’ll show you why. I cannot remember another year when
the populous was so confident that
“anything could happen in this year’s
tournament.” Conversely, I have never
seen more #1 teams in more final four
brackets. What gives? Everyone thinks
that everyone can beat everyone,
but no one thinks that anyone can

Scores

beat Ohio State, Kansas, Duke, or
Pittsburgh. Rats, Pitt lost to Butler last
weekend. Oh, and I called that. If you
doubt me, check my bracket.
It felt so good to watch a number
one team fall in the second round.
A number one team that for weeks
I have stressed comes from the
over-hyped Big East conference, and
would be playing against grittier, small
conference teams (UNC-Asheville and
Butler). It could not have been that
surprising to watch a team that lost
a heart-breaker in last year’s NCAA
finals rally behind their young, goodlooking coach to pull off the “upset.”
I’m talking about Butler over
Pitt, by the way. On paper it was an
upset, but look at the variables. Pitt
somehow emerged from the Big East
as the number one seed over a struggling Syracuse and a dicey Villanova.
They weren’t a number one seed, but
the problem was, there wasn’t another
team to fill the role as the real number
one seed. You couldn’t very well have
given it to BYU. Not with the strain
on Jimmer to score 40 points a game.
(Mormon luck. That dude is ice from
50 feet.) So the point is: Butler was
unfairly given an eight seed, and Pitt
was unfairly given a number one seed.
Thus was the nature of this year’s
NCAA tournament. A whole lot of
garbage with a bunch of marginal

teams. Still, though, I think we can
all agree that we’d like to have a nice
pizza dinner out with Jimmer. He’s
probably fairly awkward when he tries
to order extra ham in his calzone.
Call me a bad egg, but the number
one thing I like to look for in this
tournament is which players are going
to translate well into the NBA. That
is, I’m interested in the big time guys;
the winners, the doers, the takeover
guys, the guys who are ultimately
trying out for the NBA draft while
securing a national title on the side.
Even in that sense, this is just a
dry field. You have Ohio State’s Jared
Sullinger, who likely won’t be stopped
by anyone at this level, but is a fairly
one-dimensional player down on the
block. You then have the Morris twins
from Kansas who are fun to watch,
but who will find no success outside
of the Bill Self system that they are
playing in now. Just think about it.
When are those two guys (or even
one of them) going to be on a team
with this much talent that shares the
ball so well? It’s not going to happen.
Nor can you make a case for the Duke
boys doing any damage in the NBA.
Kyle Singler is too weak, and Nolan
Smith is too inconsistent from the
outside. I’ll buy that Kemba Walker
can play at the next level, but again,
he’s going to have to find the right fit.

Baseball @ Bryan College (0-16 L)
Baseball vs. Hiwassee (14-0, 11-2, and 16-1 W)
Softball vs. Birmingham Southern (5-9 and 5-14 L)
Softball vs. Emory University (2-9 and 0-7 L)

Let’s continue by going more in
depth to the other reason why everyone likes to make brackets: the upset.
Here are some upsets you might have
missed. In the first round Gonzaga
beat St. Johns, but I don’t really consider an 11 seed over a 6 seed a real
upset. It all gets convoluted in there.
Marquette did the same thing to
Xavier, but when you really break it
down, only two truly amazing things
happened in the first round. One was
Richmond knocking off Vanderbilt,
and the other, of course, was Morehead State taking down Louisville.
Now, granted, I didn’t pick
Morehead state winning that one,
but Louisville was really a wash after
the first round anyway, right? Pitino
may be tournament tested, but we’re
talking about a team led by the likes
of Preston Knowles and Peyton Siva
getting beat by a team that shot the
lights out from deep and that didn’t
have to face a takeover player on a
number four seed team. I just don’t
see the madness in that.
So where does that leave us? We
need a real number one to get knocked
off, and we have to come to grips with
the fact that most of our number two’s
(UNC, Florida, Notre Dame, SDSU)
are not number two caliber teams by
this tournament’s standard. The problem is, there isn’t a number three or

Golf @ Rome New-Tribune Invitational (12th of 15)
Women’s Tennis vs. Georgetown (2-7 L)
Women’s Tennis vs. Campbellsville (1-8 L)

four seed team that you can rationally
put in their place. It’s simply a weak
tournament full of weak teams, and I
wouldn’t be surprised to watch Duke
or UNC stomp all over the riff raff en
route to another title banner.
That is, of course, if someone can
find a way to beat Ohio State, who
looks fully unbeatable at the moment. But my money is on Kentucky.
They might be the best of the riff
raff. What I mean by that is that they
looked awfully good in their SEC
conference tournament. Many people
say that the SEC is terrible, and while
that is true for the most part, you
need not look any further than the
top two teams in the SEC for solitary
success. Kentucky and Florida are
actually good teams, and if you question that then I would spur you on to
watch the remainder of the tournament, because I have Kentucky and
Florida picked in the finals. So my
bottom line is this: enjoy these close
games between marginal division one
basketball teams while they last, but I
have my eyes set on 2012 already.
Oh, and Florida is going to win
the championship game. I know
this because I picked it. It’s my pick.
You can’t question that. Not on
Facebook, not before class, not in
an email… nowhere. Florida is your
champion. Take that to the bank.

Men’s Tennis vs. Aquinas (0-9 L)
Men’s Tennis vs. Georgetown (3-6 L)
Men’s Tennis vs. Campbellsville (2-7 L)

