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Mustard Seed School is gaining
national attention for its unique approach to education and on March
21, Covenant students have an opportunity to learn more about the
institution. Emmy award-winning
filmmaker Brian Fuller is coming to
campus next week to show his work
focusing on the school.
Covenant Education Professor

Steve Kaufmann, who is on the Board
of Advisers at Mustard Seed School
(MSS), and Professor Jim Drexler,
Education Department Chair at
Covenant, are excited to host the
critically-acclaimed Fuller, who created the documentary Shared Space:
Learning from the Mustard Seed
School. They, along with the school’s
film club, invite students to a viewing
and question time with Fuller.
MSS was started in 1979 by local
pastors who wanted to address the

education crisis they saw in Hoboken, New Jersey. The school began
with 16 students and has grown to
now serve approximately 200 kids
grades pre-K though 8th.
“MSS is an unusual place attending to the needs and interest of the
whole child and does so through an
interdisciplinary arts-focused, worship-focused way,” said Kaufmann.
“The arts are emphasized and the
engagement of each learner is in
the exploration, appreciation, and

Sorting Out Calvinism
by Juliet Cangelosi
juliet.cangelosi@covenant.edu

Calvinists tend to be stereotyped as
brow-beating, prideful, theological erudites. In his new book, Ten
Myths About Calvinism: Recovering the Breadth of the Reformed
Tradition, Professor of Theological
Studies Kenneth Stewart attempts
to put to rest the idea that there is
“one tint to all Calvinists.”
““There’s a kind of spectrum
among Presbyterians and Reformed
Christians,” said Stewart. “Among
Calvinists, some are more shrill, and

some are more mellow. Some are
abrasive and kind of brow-beating,
and some are more nuanced.”
Stewart feels that the Calvinist
movement is continually growing
and that more voices are attempting
to define the movement. “The difficulty is that most of the loud voices .
. . are the voices of people who themselves are recruits to the movement .
. . . What is up for grabs is who gets
to define the Calvinist movement,
and what constitutes its middle, and
what constitutes its fringes,” Stewart
said. The book is his “attempt to
bring discussion back to what I’ve

considered to be mainstream.”
In his book, Stewart addresses ten
“myths,” or misunderstandings, about
Calvinism. It is sectioned into two
parts: “Four Myths Calvinists Should
Not Be Circulating (But Are)” and
“Six Myths Non-Calvinists Should
Not Be Circulating (But Are).”
Stewart said, “It’s kind of an
apologetic. I mean that in the sense
of, ‘No, what we really mean is....’
It’s an attempt to clarify, to present
our convictions in a better light.”
The book is available both online
and in the Tuck Shoppe.

celebration of God’s world.”
Everyone learns about kites in
elementary school, according to
Kaufmann, but not everyone gets to
build them, fly them, and write poetry about them as part of their daily
curriculum like students at MSS.
“I found the Mustard Seed understanding of art (to be) incarnational;
there is no peeling apart of ‘being’
and “doing’ from ‘knowing,’” said
Fuller. “To sculpt is to have a better
command of Spanish, for example.

To sing is to excel in mathematics.”
This focus of art and doing is
largely played out in the creation
of what MSS calls a Shared Space,
which is a specific section of the
school that is designed for kids
to experiment and learn through
hands-on activities.
According to MSS the idea of
Shared Space allows students to “plan,
design, create, investigate, record,
continued on page 3
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Changing of
the Guard
by Adrienne Belz
adrienne.belz@covenant.edu

Student Senate looks forward to
some hefty changes with four members graduating and a fast-approaching election on March 30.
Senior and student body vice
president Tim VanVliet, who runs
elections, said he wishes specifically
that more girls would run for office,
but also that more people in general
would run. “People really can bring
positive change to the school if they
want to,” said VanVliet.
He believes Senate should work
towards advertising and encouraging
people to run for elections, but also
noted that it is a student’s own initiative
as to whether or not he or she runs.
Charlie Swing, Coordinator of
Student Leadership and the Student
Senate’s advisor said, “I would love for
every position to not be uncontested.”
“I think maybe a problem in the
past is that a lot of students don’t
know what Senate does,” said Swing.
Senate manages over $200,000 of
student money every year, partners with club leaders, facilitates
conversation between students and
administration, and helps establish
other student-led initiatives.
Next year’s Senate will have the
challenge of perpetuating the conversation between students and administration. “I think my greatest fear is that
Senate will lose the ability to straddle
its position between students and the
administration,” said VanVliet.
Current Student Body President
Alex Anderson said that students
running for office need to desire
to serve, and if they don’t, they
shouldn’t run. “Beyond that, I would

recommend that people who have
great ideas of how to enhance the
campus, want to work closely with
the school, and get some leadership
experience should run.”
Those who are interested in run-

ning for a Senate position should
visit Swing’s office at the end of the
hall in Carter Hall.
Application packets to run for
office are due on March 24.

Q&A

with Student Development

Tuesday, March 22
7 pm Mills 270/280

Highland Games
Turn in clan applications
to Student Develpment
by Friday the 18th

Wycliffe Bible
Translators
Information Session
with Wycliffe Representatives
Bring your lunch to C-131
Wed, March 23, 11:45-1:00
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Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“No hands: that describes the guy I want to date my daughter”
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Good Programming
by Danielle Huber
danielle.huber@covenant.edu

The start of spring 2010 brought the
beginning of a new opportunity in
the Computer Science Department.
Covenant alumna Faith Chesney,
who works with LifeSpring Community Health, a local charity in
urban Chattanooga, asked Professor
John Hunt if several computer science majors could help create their
official website.
When Professor Douglas Sizemore
retired, Hunt, Associate Professor
of Computer Science, became head
student employer for the computer
science department. Hunt said
that “there were suddenly extra
work-study students with practically
nothing to do.” When the phone
call came from Chesney, Hunt
recognized it as an opportunity for
his students to get some practical
experience while benefiting the community.
After the successful creation of
LifeSpring Community Health’s website, the computer science department
thought about helping other charities
in the community. They became acquainted with Children of Chernobyl,
an organization devoted to children
affected by the nuclear disaster.
Katherine Ross, a freshman at Covenant College who writes for Children
of Chernobyl, said “Without the computer science department here, this
program wouldn't have a professionallooking site. I have been unable to
participate in this whole process
without being blown away by the generosity of so many people...both those

School
continued from page 1

and reflect in this one vibrant space.
Understanding expands as children
manipulate their environment with
careful guidelines from teachers. Children learn responsibility, respect for the
ideas of others, the value of planning,
and the power of their own creativity.”
These lessons are learned as
students take what they learn in the
classroom and make it tangible in
the Shared Space.
Fuller, a professor at Calvin College,
and Christine Metzger, Head of MSS

who are working in the program and
those who are working on the site.”
The site is under construction.
During the process of incorporating tabs for online donations,
photos, and actual content, Hunt
and his student employees realized
the need for more diversely skilled
people to help in the completion of
the sites. It was necessary to employ
the help of graphic designers for the
actual web pages, business majors to
help with constructing the donations page, and English majors to
help write the text. The program
expanded to include the new majors.
While the program expanded,
success in websites is still a feat due

to complications with the charities
themselves, students graduating, and
unpredictable difficulties. Not all
attempted websites have been success
stories. “One in four of these projects
actually succeed,” says Hunt due to
charities changing their minds or running out of time to complete the sites.
While this statistic might sound
discouraging, the help that has been
given to charities like LifeSpring
and Children of Chernobyl has
been beneficial, according to Hunt,
and the experience for the students
involved is a rewarding application
of their course material. Andrew
Bikle, a computer science major,
said “It has helped to put the theory

Computer Science major Andrew Bikle

and a ‘96 graduate of Covenant’s Master of Education program will be on
campus providing Covenant students
and the community with lectures in
selective education and theatre classes.
Fuller said that the response to
the film has been tremendous. “To
say (people) were excited is an understatement.” He hopes that the
Covenant audience “wears us out
with good questions.”
Senior Isaiah Smallman, head of
the Film Club at Covenant said,
“It’s always a big help to have real
world filmmakers talk about their
work and answer questions that we
have about film.”
Metzger will be talking in some

that we get in class into practice.”
Their most recent project has
been constructing a website that will
help Rock Creek City Church to
organize volunteer positions. This
particular website requires a different kind of programming than the
charities asked for.
While this new programming
could be difficult, it is another
chance for the students to learn
how to help people. Ross said
“working with a local program that
is so active in helping others has
been such a blessing.” Bikle says
that working with the different site
designs like “google calendar has
been more difficult but I enjoy it.”

ANNIE HUNTINGTON

education classes, as well as conducting interviews with current education majors who are interested in
working with Mustard Seed School.
“The model for Christian schooling
is too often ‘circle the wagons,’” Fuller
said. “Protecting the rich kids of
suburbia, merely adding chapel to the
three R’s. By contrast, Mustard Seed
is achieving diversity in its student
body as few Protestant schools are.”
“Covenant students have greatly
benefited from MSS’s learning environment,” Kaufmann said, who has
led several different Covenant May
Term trips to the school.
“Mustard Seed School is one of
those places that I did not believe

could exist,” said senior Aimee Horton, a Covenant student who had
an internship at MSS during May
Term. She worked in a first grade
classroom with children from eight
different nationalities and many different socioeconomic statuses.
“Mustard Seed students were responsibly involved in many aspects of
their learning starting in kindergarten.
I saw in my first graders more determination and motivation to learn and to
be actively involved in their own learning than I had ever seen in any of my
peers (at Covenant),” said Horton.
The Shared Space documentary
with a Q&A session will be at 7 PM
in Sanderson 215 on March 21.
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Unknown
Covers
Familiar
Territory
by Clayton Powers
clayton.powers@covenant.edu

Forgetting things can be aggravating, but in everyday life you don’t
generally have to worry about
people trying to kill you because of
it. In Unknown, Dr. Martin Harris
(Liam Neeson) misplaces his identity--forgetting his beautiful young
wife, his business in Berlin working
for a revolutionary biotech summit, and all of the memories and
relationships that define him. As
he struggles to put his life back together in the wake of a catastrophic
car accident that leaves him in a
four-day coma, the ever-resourceful
doctor follows the evidence and his
scattered memories on a wild chase
that leads him to question his own
sanity. Has his life been hijacked? If
so, why? Or has his knocked noggin
caused him to have sad delusions
about his identity? With the help
of an unlikely ally, ex-Stasi agent
Herr Jurgen, and Gina, the taxi
driver who pulled him from a
freezing river, Martin fills in
the gaps in his memory to
unravel a sinister plot.
The plot of Un-

known hinges on questions of identity
and epistemology. When Martin
wakes up in an unfamiliar place,
only to later find that he has been
replaced by another man claiming to
be Dr. Martin Harris, he is forced to
grapple with the delicate nature of
self-knowledge. Finding himself in a
foreign nation without identification
or any other means of proving his
identity, Martin’s world is shattered-his prestige as a renowned scientist
and his treasured relationship with his
wife prove useless in his attempt to
discover the truth. In a moment, all of
what he holds dear is stolen from him,
and the calm, erudite Martin becomes
whatever he needs to be to make
things right again--even if it means
killing his pursuers.
While Neeson acts this part well,
his performance fails to fully flesh out
the inner conflict a real-life Martin
would undoubtedly
feel. He prefers rage
over vulnerabilcontinued on
page 5

Crazy Steeple People
by Annie Huntington
annie.huntington@covenant.edu

After a five-year hiatus, the Danielson
clan is back to continue its rapturous
demolition of the popular conception
of Christian music. Forget CCM.
For Danielson, “Christian music”
involves a group of siblings wearing
nurse uniforms and writing unapologetically bizarre tunes with clunky
titles like “This Day Is a Loaf.”
Danielson has been cooking up
joyful, jarring songs about being
human and living for God since
the early nineties, when ringleader
Daniel Smith organized a band with
his brothers and sisters as part of his
senior thesis at Rutgers University.
Danielson’s moniker has morphed
throughout the years (other projects are attributed to the Danielson
Famile and Brother Danielson)
and the “famile” of band members
has alternately grown, shrunk, and
evolved. But the heart of the group
has remained the same: raucous,
folksy grunge-pop built on Daniel
Smith’s experimental songwriting
and informal, baldly faith-focused
lyrics. In addition to Smith’s wife

and two sisters, the latest incarnation of Danielson sports a handful of
non-kin, including longtime collaborator Sufjan Stevens.
The Best of Gloucester County,
named for the New Jersey base of
Smith’s own Sounds Familyre label,
embraces more polished production
than earlier releases while maintaining
the band’s central DIY spirit. Following 2006’s frenetic, explosive Ships,
Gloucester County approaches each
song a little more slowly, a little more
deliberately. Smith is five years older,
five years further into fatherhood, and
his latest effort holds a sense of calm
maturity and downright chillness new
to Danielson domain. “Denominator Bluise” recalls an ethereal Thom
Yorke-like croon as climbing vocals
waver over a shivering electric guitar
riff and clicking drums; closing track
“Hosanna in the Forest” flows out
steadily in a soothing trance.
But the album can really only
be called calm in comparison to
past works. A holy breed of psychedelic pop-rock is still the star of the
Gloucester County show, and, as usual,
Danielson’s sound isn’t always easy to
swallow. Smith’s trademark yelping

falsetto is startling and even grating,
but it’s also weirdly endearing (think
Win Butler teaching kindergarten on
acid). A dramatic horn section and
deluge of brusque harmonies contribute to the jamboree amidst more
twinkling banjo and glockenspiel.
Single “Grow Up” is quintessential
Danielson style—abrasive, catchy,
and hungry for sanctification: “Remove every branch / With no fruit in
its hands / Then prune all the rest /
Give me the best. Please?”
Smith’s wife Elin and sugarpop
Swede Jens Lekman sing “Can we be
friends?” on the bouncy “Lil Norge,”
and “People’s Partay” verges on cutesy
as it makes clear its “goal to spoil you
in sweetness.” But despite Danielson’s
carefree aesthetic, The Best of Gloucester County is always earnest, honest,
and vulnerable. There’s gravity at the
center of this unorthodox carnival,
lyrically as well as sonically. Danielson radiates unashamed devotion to
Christ while retaining respect in the
secular music sphere, never sacrificing
creativity for spirituality and always
keeping listeners on their toes.
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Bright Eyes Gets Back to Basics
by Walter Somerville
walter.somerville@covenant.edu

Reviews of live music often begin
by touting a concert as “unique,”
or “one-of-a-kind.” This sort of
hyperbole is rarely deserved; no
matter how creative a show may
be, it has probably been done by
someone, in some capacity, somewhere else in the world. Such is
the case with the Bright Eyes show
I was able to catch over spring
break. The band did little to separate itself from the schtick found
in other indie rock concerts, but
you know what? That’s fine by me.
Because Conor Oberst and gang
put on an incredibly fine show.
Rewind to my entrance into
the Thomas Wolf Auditorium in
Asheville. It was raining lightly and
the crowd was split between those
going to see Bright Eyes and those
going to some sort of volunteer fireman’s award. I was obviously a part
of the former. When I finally made
it inside the auditorium, the opener,
a band named Cursive, was already
playing. My friend and I took our
seats and waited. Cursive reminded
me of a run-of-the-mill high school
rock band, like Taking Back Sunday
or early Brand New. Their overserious mood and lyrics lamenting
lost love seemed rather juvenile.
This fact was only reinforced when
they were followed by Bright Eyes,
who have matured considerably
since they were labeled as juvenile
and emotionally overwrought.
While I waited for Cursive to
finish up and make their exit, I
had time to scan the audience to

see what sort of crowd this show had
drawn. The house was very nearly
full, and to my surprise, those in
attendance were not, as I expected,
primarily high school students,
or young adults. Instead, the vast
majority of the audience was, as far
as I could tell, thirty and above. This
made for a rather subdued crowd,
but perhaps one with a greater appreciation for Oberst’s cryptic lyrics.
The stage was lit with a variety of
standard concert fare, punctuated

with several towers of colored LED
lights that swiveled and strobed to
great effect. Behind the stage four
large screens pulsed with colors,
and, on occasion, video streamed
from the band member’s mic stands,
showing close-ups of their instruments. The most interesting aspect
of the stage, however, was the two
large canvas “tents” on either side of
the stage. Shaped like one half of a
very large canoe, these apparatuses
were flooded with different colors of

light throughout the set, giving the
stage a strange, otherworldly feel,
which fits with the odd-ball spiritual
rantings of The People’s Key, which
bookended either end of the show.
When the band took the stage
one thing was clear: Conor Oberst is
an amazing performer. He careened
wildly around the stage, with or
without a guitar, every one of his
words full of emotion and sincerity.
He knows how to entertain and keep
the audience on edge of their seats,

Unknown
continued from page 4

ity and shows little remorse for the
murders he commits to stay alive.
Moral judgments are seemingly not
a concern here, and the movie suffers
as a result, foregoing the possibility of
a truly challenging drama in favor of
perpetuating the legacy of the purely
visceral popcorn flick. The seemingly insurmountable odds stacked
against Martin should make him a
sympathetic character, but it becomes

difficult to cheer for someone who
has no qualms about destroying his
fellow man.
When Martin discovers his true
identity, he must choose between
embracing the killer he is capable of
being and putting a stop to a devastating terrorist act. While he ultimately
chooses what we are supposed to consider the “right” path, his recovered
memories (including his deadly com-

bat training) lead him to a moment of
extreme cruelty, slitting the throat of
a would-be assassin. As the man gasps
and clutches his bleeding neck, Martin seems to savor his work, making it
difficult for me as a viewer to accept
his supposed change of heart.
In addition to the film’s lack of
a moral compass, there are several
points in Unknown at which the film
seems to have caught a severe case

of amnesia alongside its protagonist.
During the latter portion of the film,
the script forces moviegoers to accept
drastic twists that prove jarring and
sometime stretch the story past the
point of believability. Despite the
few hiccups the story experiences,
the initial portion of the film, as well
as the conclusion, are more than capable of keeping moviegoers on the
edge of their seats. Like Taken, Un-

wondering what he’ll do next. He
never gave in to theatrics or wild
stage antics, however; he simply
played music, and played it well.
The rest of the band was just
as engaging. The bassist grooved
along on the right side of the stage,
and the pianist (and on several
songs, the accordion player) stood
on the right, providing back-up
vocals when needed. Behind them,
not one, but two drummers kept
time in rapid fire. Opposite them,
underneath one of the large tentthings, sat the brass player, boxed
in with a variety of synthesizers
and other electronic gizmos. The
highlight of the show, however,
was undoubtedly Mike Mogis, the
band’s multi-talented lead guitarist.
He seemed to switch instruments
for every song, whether it be a
variety of guitars, a synthesizer, or
a pedal steel guitar. His lead riffs
added even more personality to the
band’s already lively set.
The climax of the set was a duet
between Oberst and the brass
player. The lights were shut off,
save for the tent-like apparatus
behind the man with the trumpet.
Oberst stood below with an acoustic guitar crooning a song about
the language of the moon, which
seemed appropriate to the Romeo
and Juliet nature of the scene. It
was the only slow song the band
played that night, bringing to light
the fact that although they may
have originally become famous
for acoustic hits such as “The
First Day of My Life,” Bright Eyes
has truly transformed into a rock
band, and a first-rate one at that.
known delivers the pulse-pounding
action and suspense that has come
to define Neeson’s post-Phantom
Menace career.
Unknown is, despite its shortcomings, a very entertaining and intense
action film. While it fails to achieve
the full emotional depth needed
to the theme of personal identity,
conscientious viewers will be able to
grapple with the issues ignored by the
film itself. With solid performances,
powerful cinematography, and an
intriguing plot, this film is well worth
the matinee admission price.
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Another Brick in the Wall

Does testing accurately assess students’ learning?
by Adrienne Belz
adrienne.belz@covenant.edu

Testing has never been my forte.
I’d much rather sit down with a
piece of paper and pen and write
out a thoughtful, orderly essay with
text in hand. If you asked me what
I remember from my world literature class in high school I probably
couldn’t tell you much, except for
the thoughts I had while writing
an essay on Till We Have Faces or
the in-depth study I did on James
Joyce’s writing style. I don’t remember the title names I memorized
and can hardly recall anything
that was in the multiple choice
tests I took. I know all learners are
different, but I’m beginning to get
annoyed with the tests I take.
I want to learn, but I also want
to get good grades. For some
reason, those goals have started
to appear mutually exclusive.
Learning has begun to be less
important than getting a good
grade, and getting those grades has
become a game. Even when I think
I have learned material, I have to
figure out what writing style and

opinions my professor will like. I feel
as though I must reconcile myself to
memorization over comprehension
because I lack the time and energy
necessary for both. Then I must ask
myself, “If all I am doing is playing a
grades-game, why am I’m spending
an exorbitant amount of money to
go to this liberal arts school?”
Before entering Covenant College, a relative told me, “Adrienne,
when you get to college, you’ll
realize that college is not about
learning specific fields as much as it
is learning how to take in information quickly, and regurgitating it all
to the professor.” I was horrified. All
the images of college I had - sunlit
afternoons reading poetry with
friends for the purpose of gaining a
better worldview - slipped away.
I’ve talked to seniors Hannah
Vanbiber and Kate Harrison about
the experiences they had at Oxford
University last spring. Apparently the
Oxford system isn’t focused on the
games of grades or rote knowledge,
but rather the larger scope one should
develop from learning. These two
women participated in a semester
program at Oxford that didn’t test

them at all. Instead, they wrote essays every week, met with a tutor to
receive critiques, and kept reading and
writing, honing in on their critical
skills. Harrison told me it was the least
stressful semester she ever experienced
during her college career. I know that
Covenant can’t reform its entire school
system, but I do think teachers could
better assist students in knowing how
to handle tests. Tests are good and
helpful; however, the way we test is
not helpful to my learning style.
I learned a few key pointers to
writing good tests in one of my classes
where our professor told us the types
of questions that would be on the
test, told us what to focus on, and
told us the exact methodology for the
test. Our professor’s work to prepare
us paid off, and most of the students
did well on the first quiz-like test.
It would be helpful if teachers
were explicit about the goals of their
tests as well as the types of questions
that will be on tests. Teachers should
be especially specific as to what will
be on essays. Our brains are able to
retain a bunch of useless chunks of
information, but a better use of our
brains would be categorizing the

pieces of information into a crafted
mosaic before we take a test. I cannot
retain every bit of information from a
class and craft it into a masterpiece of
an essay on a test. I would succeed far
more if teachers focused on the ideas
behind test essays in class beforehand.
As for regurgitating rote knowledge on tests, I cannot ask that we
get rid of it altogether, although
FairTest.com, an organization that
seeks to help diminish the problems
with standardized tests, said, “Unfortunately, research continues to show
that tests fail to assess many important areas of learning and too often
focus on trivia instead of important
topics.” I do believe that certain paths
to repeating rote knowledge such
as multiple choice or “true or false”
questions are particularly hard to follow. Most of the time, these types of
questions do not accurately portray
my understanding of the material.
They are like poison to my comprehension. Teachers often put too
many qualifiers on “True or False”
questions, and multiple choice questions often contain ambiguities that
lead students astray. “Multiple-choice
items are an...efficient way to check

on factual ("declarative") knowledge
and routine procedures. However,
they are not useful for assessing
critical or higher order thinking in
a subject, the ability to write, or the
ability to apply knowledge or solve
problems,” said FairTest.com.
Instead, simple time lines,
recitation, or short answer are more
accurate forms of gathering one’s
knowledge of a subject. For me,
often with recitation, more comprehension of the entire subject comes
as I mentally organize the information with the skeleton of rote information. While trickier modes of
repeating that information back in
multiple choice shake that skeletal
comprehension, simpler recitation
solidifies the knowledge.
I am grateful for the teaching,
instruction, and time I receive
from my professors. My qualms
lie only with the testing system
in many of my classes. I am not
attempting to excuse my lack of
preparation for tests. Instead, I
believe that tests should be conducive to culminating the learning
that I’ve done, not a game won or
lost through my test-taking ability.
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Pushed Off the

Let
It
Pedestal Burn
by Laura Childers

laura.childers@covenant.edu

Today’s pseudo-indie romantic comedies feature a uniquely postmodern
heroine. A.V. Club film critic Nathan Rabin calls her the “manic pixie dream girl”-- a beautiful, quirky,
unconventional young woman who
teaches a semi-depressed artist-hero
what it means to live again.
Her passion for living is revealed in
her tasteful mix tapes, daring clothing,
political idealism, childlike spontaneity, wridiculous antics, and vivacious
chatter. Think Natalie Portman’s
crazy dance in Garden State. Kirsten
Dunst’s photo snapping in Elizabethtown. Zooey Deschanel’s array of
vintage coats in 500 Days of Summer.
These mysterious fairies occasionally
irritate, but just when you want to
hurt them, their oblivious cuteness or
sheer gorgeousness disarms you.
Romantic comedies are sprinkled
with the pixie dust of the dream
girl’s clever jokes, environmental
concerns, and cool hobbies that
inspire us--as well as their amazed
male counterparts--to rediscover the
beauty in each day’s drab existence.
Why the sudden emergence of this
stock female character? How strange
to be so charming, but not narcissistic;
exciting, but not inconsistent; sensitive, but never deeply hurt; passionate, but without real direction. How
strange to listen sympathetically without ever challenging or confronting.

She is the dream girl of independent
filmmakers. But is the MPDG real?
I’d like to think so, and that if I
tried, I could be her. I want to know
how to live effortlessly, without the
two-headed monster of insecurity and
cynicism creeping out of the closet.
To have good taste and good looks be
so second nature that I don’t even realize I’m tasteful or good-looking. To
embrace life in all its fullness without
ever feeling hopeless. To make a man’s
dreams come true by just existing.
Yet when I chase after the life
of this ideal woman, it eludes me.
I’m often perplexed by the contrast
between their lives and mine. When
I try to be gorgeous and charming,
I often feel burdened by self-absorption. When I try to be carefree, I am
burdened by desires for permanence.
When I try to inspire, I disappoint.
When I seek style and charisma,
I find myself wading through my
emotional baggage once again.
Women, I think its time we
develop a new feminine ideal. Sure,
she can be beautiful and talented,
funny and accepting. But let her also
be deeply aware of her needs and
flaws, lest we start thinking something is incredibly wrong with us

or strive toward some unattainable
goal. Striving has significant negative
repercussions for relationships and
personal growth. It often leads to selfprotection, self-consciousness, pride,
and the inability to accept the gospel
message. We deceive and damage
ourselves and others if we think we
can or should live charmed lives.
Men, why not broaden your
expectations? It’s legitimate to desire
a woman’s beauty and charm. But
understand that she will come to you
as a whole being with values, desires,
needs, and weaknesses. To run away
from, or merely tolerate her depths is
to miss out on some of her riches. It’s
true that real women often disappoint when woman-saviors don’t,
and that real women require maintenance when princess charmings
don’t. But they can love you well.
The character of Clementine in
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless
Mind fits the MPDG stereotype to
a T. But she has a far more realistic
understanding of herself.
Joel: “I don’t see anything that I
don’t like about you!”
Clementine: “But you will! But
you will. You know, you will think
of things. And I’ll get bored and
feel trapped because that is what
happens with me.”
Nevertheless, they both learn to accept the good, the bad, and the ugly.
“OK.” says Joel.
“OK.” says Clementine.

by Mitch Prentis

mitch.prentis@covenant.edu

On Thursday, March 3, Dean
Voyles sent out an all-student
email communicating that he
had decided to block the website
www.covenantburn.com and other
websites like it from the Covenant
College WiFi network. In defense
of this decision, Dean Voyles cited
complaints from several “frustrated students,” and ultimately the
“anonymous nature and offensive
material on the site,” which leads
to “un-adult-like behavior.”
Do I think that “covenantburn”
was an all-around-hit? Absolutely
not. Most of the message boards
were full of childish quips and
what appeared to be unabashed
self-promotion. While I personally don’t feel any great loss at being
unable to browse the threads of
covenantburn, the implications of
Dean Voyles’ reaction seem both
troubling and out of touch.
The very fact that the first course
of action that Dean Voyles pursued
was to simply shut off a website
from the Covenant student body,
seems to be indicative of what
some students have seen as Student
Development’s paternalistic attitude towards the student body. In
his email, Dean Voyles comments
that for students who desire to be
treated like adults, covenantburn
and other sites like it are immature
and childish displays, unbecoming
of adults. His decision, seemingly
indicative of his attitude towards
the student body, places no faith or
stock in our ability to act as adults,
hence his decision to block the site,
rather than simply admonishing
the student body to maturely and
carefully consider what they place
on the Internet.
In his email, Dean Voyles condemns the site for its unwarranted

and anonymous attacks on people’s
character and petty shots at appearances; the very fact that the site was
entitled “covenantburn” betrays its
intention of lashing out. In no way
do I want to try to say that sites
like these are a paragon of virtue,
or even an effective avenue for
discourse and dissent. Dean Voyles
does point out the proper channels
through which to lodge complaints
to departments; I think that the student body would be wise to begin
using these sanctioned methods.
It is inexcusable to thoughtlessly
defame a person’s character online.
However, while it is within the
rights of Covenant College to block
this website, this particular censorship does not square with the kind
of personal responsibility Covenant
seems to expect of its students. To
censor morally neutral websites goes
beyond an average act of school
censorship; this action can be seen
as nothing less than paternalism.
I appreciate Dean Voyles’
prescriptive encouragement to students to watch their tongues and
evaluate their motives in the light
of the Scriptures, but his seemingly
knee-jerk reaction does nothing
to cultivate these Christian virtues
in the student body. If he truly
felt that the students of Covenant
College were adults, he would have
made his recommendation and
then left students to be convicted
on their own accord. Instead, he
chose to simply make that conviction a reality for us.
In the last edition of the Bagpipe,
the topic of defining the relationship between the student body and
student development was explored.
While in a conversation with students, Dean Voyles claimed he did
not see his role as that of a “parent,”
his most recent policy decision,
however, would seem to put that
claim into question.

8 Sports

Basketball Recap
by James Rollins and David Pifer

digits in points. Sam Bowman contributed with
17 points and 12 rebounds, Kacey Chambers
had 13 points and 2 steals, Callum Sears posted
10 points, and Zarome Lakey knocked down
12 points on the memorable night that began a
rare Scots’ winning streak.

james.rollins@covenant.edu
david.pifer@covenant.edu

With most of the sports nation gearing up for
March Madness, it’s important to take one last
look at how our own teams fared this past season.

Lady Scots:
The Lady Scots beat Wesleyan College on Jan.
28, by a score of 80-38. Four different players had
double digits, and ten players scored at least two
points. Sophomore Jessica Chittenden had 4 steals
and 4 rebounds, Blankenship had 13 points and
5 rebounds, and junior Hannah Craft posted 13
points and 6 rebounds. This game was the start of
a four game Lady Scots’ winning streak at home.

How They Fared In The Regular
Season
Scots:
The men’s team ended the year with a record of
6-21, and finished slightly better than the previous
season. However, players have been encouraged by
growth within the team. “Our record this season
doesn’t do justice to how far we’ve come as a
team this year,” said junior Sam Bowman. “We’ve
improved by leaps and bounds. With key players
returning, an offensive and defensive scheme
already in place, and confidence from this season’s
ending to build upon, the fans should see a Scots
basketball team with a lot more swagger, heart,
and expectation to win come next season.”
“It is always encouraging when you continue
to improve and get more and more wins each
season like we have the past couple years,” said
sophomore Callum Sears, citing confidence-bolstering team chemistry and the new Princeton
offense. “I feel like even though our record was
still weak this year, we battled hard and truly
had a chance to win every game, as opposed to
being blown out like a lot of games last year.”
With Covenant set to lose just three seniors
from this year’s squad - Dominique McGaughey,
Stephen Johnson, and Logan Dahms - they feel
really confident going into 2011-12 season.
Lady Scots:
Under new coach Corey Mullins, the Lady
Scots went 5-21. Having lost just one senior,
Emily Dupree, the team has a lot of young
talent and is poised for vast improvements
next season.
After ending the season with an 11.4 points per
game average, junior Margaret Cross will return
next season to help lead the Lady Scots into the
2011-2012 year. Her 35 steals, 1.9 rebounds per
game, 32 assists, and 43 percent shooting percentage from the three point range will also be helpful,
as will the return of sophomore Jesse Blankenship
and her team-leading 13.4 points per game.
“I would describe this season as a very successful one considering the transitions that the
program was going through,” said Blankenship. “We had a lot of adjusting to do this year
because of the switch to the NCAA, the loss of
a lot of key players from last year, and the addition of another new - yet amazing - coach. We
also had a very tough schedule, playing three
games a week for almost two months straight.
The entire team improved immensely over the

Season Low
Scots:
In what was just the second game of the
season, the Scots traveled to play Wheaton
College and lost by a margin of 37 points. The
final score was 77-40.
Lady Scots:
The Lady’s season low came on Nov. 20,
when the team fell to Maryville College by a
score of 100-54. After the loss, the Lady Scots
were 0-2 on the year.

Best Performance
GARRETT REID

year, and by the end of the season we nearly beat
LaGrange, so it is obvious that we are capable of
being at the top of the conference.”
With 12 of 13 players returning next year,
the Lady Scots will definitely look to turn
things around in the upcoming season.

How They Fared in Playoffs
Scots:
In the first round of the NCAA provisional
playoffs, Covenant knocked off higher-seeded
Berry College 58-54 to advance to the championship game.
Down 43-30 with 13:50 left in the game, the
Scots posted a 15-0 run to take the lead and
win the game. Sophomore Kacey Chambers led
the team with 15 points, while sophomore Callum Sears knocked down 13 of his own.
The Scots were unable to beat Birmingham
Southern in the championship game, though,
losing 69-60. Sears had 17 points, while junior Sam Bowman had 12 points, 7 rebounds,
and 4 assists.
The men’s team concluded the season with a
record of 6-21, and three more wins than the
previous year.

Lady Scots:
The Lady Scots took an early exit in the
NCCAA regional playoffs after losing to topseeded King College, 64-36. Margaret Cross
led the team with 14 points in the loss, and
was the only Lady Scot to post a double-digit
point tally in the game.

Season MVP
Scots:
Sam Bowman was Covenant’s MVP. In
2010-2011 he averaged 10.9 points per game
and led the team with 27 blocks, in addition
to 35 assists and 27 steals.
Lady Scots:
Jessica Blankenship averaged 13.4 points
per game, 7.3 rebounds per game, and
blocked 17 shots on the year.

Season High
Scots:
The Scots’ best performance of the year came
on the road against a strong Piedmont team.
Covenant shot 45 percent from the floor and
won 73-65, while four players posted double-

Scots:
Sam Bowman was a beast against La
Grange on Dec. 1. By scoring 23 points,
tallying 2 blocks, and grabbing 14 rebounds,
Bowman helped his team earn a much needed
win. He was 9-16 in shooting from the floor
and 5-8 from the foul line.
Lady Scots:
Jessica Blankenship scored 42 points and
grabbed 16 rebounds in the first game of the
season against the University of the South. In the
37 minutes she played, she was 19-30 in shooting, and grabbed a team-high 16 rebounds.

Rookie of the Year
Scots:
Kacey Chambers averaged 9.6 points per
game, 1.8 blocks per game, and accumulated 18
steals and 17 assists on the year. He also chipped
in with a 69 percent free-throw average and
started 15 of the team’s games this past season.
Lady Scots:
Brittany Harvey led all freshmen with 3.3
points per game and 2.2 rebounds per game.
She played in 12 games, shot 75 percent from
the free-throw line, and tallied 2 steals and 7
assists on the year.

