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Chattanooga’s

Intelligent
Design

by Susanna Griffith
susanna.griffith@covenant.edu

Innovation, entrepreneurship, an efficient energy system, and community progress have landed Chattanooga
a spot on the Intelligent Community Forum’s (ICF) list
of Top Seven Intelligent Communities.
Now Chattanooga faces the challenge of competing
for the number one spot. “It’s a good short list to be
part of,” said Chattanooga mayor Ron Littlefield,
“but we don’t want to be just one of seven. We
want to be number one.”
ICF co-founder Robert Bell congratulated
Chattanoogans on receiving this honor
via Skype at a press conference held
at Electric Power Board’s (EPB) headquarters on Feb. 11. “The point
of the program is to drive
transformation and
build momen-

tum that makes a city great,” explained Bell.
The Intelligent Community Forum is a think tank
that analyzes community strength by examining
broadband connectivity, knowledge workforce, digital
inclusion, innovation, and marketing and advocacy.
Based on those indicators, ICF accepts applications
from intelligent communities around the world,
and narrows applicants down to a list of the Smart
21. That list is whittled down to the Top 7 and
eventually a first place community is named.
Chattanooga’s competition for the top spot
includes Eindhoven, Netherlands; Dublin,
Ohio; and Stratford, Ontario.
Previous recipients of the top ICF
award include Tokyo, Japan and
continued on
page 3
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An in-the-round view of Chattanooga’s Coolidge Park

Linking Education & Vocation
by Laura Childers
laura.childers@covenant.edu

By mid-February the Center for Calling and Career had already logged
994 interactions with students. This is
a startling number, as the total number of interactions last year was 973.
“And last year, the last three

months were the busiest,” added
Director Anthony Tucker.
The Center for Calling and Career
has undergone significant growth
since it was instituted in 2009 as a
part of Covenant’s three-year strategic
plan. It began in a cramped space
two doors down the hall from its current offices. However, when students

began to wait in the hall outside
Carter 101, the administration realized the center needed more room.
Now, in addition to a space approximately three times the size of its
previous one, the Center for Calling
and Career has acquired three student employees. But even with these
new additions, the Center’s full-time

staff is just short of working overtime. Administrative Assistant Leda
Goodman, who meets one-on-one
with students to assist with resumes
and cover letters, is particularly busy.
“Ask Leda the last time she had a
lunch break,” said Tucker. “It was a
long time ago.”
The buzz in the Center’s office is

intriguing in light of a study by Harvard’s Graduate School of Education
called “Pathways to Prosperity.” The
study says that the majority of young
adults are not equipped with skills
needed to succeed in the 21st century
work force. In response, it recomcontinued on page 2
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Eames Examines Evil
by Rebekah Taft
rebekah.taft@covenant.edu

While students scampered in and out of the
psychology commons last semester, Associate Professor of Psychology Kevin Eames was
sitting in his office in the back, researching the
mind of a psychopath. His work will appear
in volume three of the book series Explaining
Evil, to be released on Feb. 28.
Explaining Evil is a multidisciplinary effort
to identify the causes, effects, and solutions
to evil from within different religious and
cultural frameworks.
“You are going to find a lot of different
opinions about evil [in this series], some of
which we, as Christians, will reject vehemently,
and some of which will enlarge our understanding of the concept,” said Eames.
J. Harold Ellens, editor of the series and
executive director of the Christian Association
for Psychological Studies, asked Eames to write
a chapter on how cognitive psychology helps
explain evil. Eames, who had collaborated with
Ellens on other writing projects, readily said yes.
His chapter, entitled “Evil in Mind: Psychopathy and Anomolous Cognitive Processing,” will be the fourth chapter that Eames
has contributed to the three volume series.
“I looked at literature of people diagnosed
as psychopaths and people with antisocial
personality disorders,” Eames said. “There are
differences in how they make decisions.”
Eames’ argument is built on four basic premises: Evil is real; Evil is separate from cognitive
functioning; Evil is a violation of God’s law;
People who engage in evil are morally responsible regardless of physiological differences.
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Dr. Eames hard at work in his office

In his chapter, Eames delves into reasons
behind a psychopath’s evil actions. He focuses
on how people diagnosed with psychopathy
make decisions and what personality traits
they tend to possess.
Though Eames argues that physiological and
cognitive differences account for psychopathic
behavior, he ultimately believes that the disorder
is a result of the fall. “What we see in psychopathy is the outworking of sin,” Eames said.
Eames believes that Covenant students
would benefit from reading Explaining Evil.
In addition to writing, researching, and
teaching, Eames has recently taken on the
role of Chair of the Psychology Department.
“He’s the young one in the department,”
said associate professor of psychology Mike
Rulon. “It makes sense that he step into this
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administrative role.”
For the past year, Eames and Rulon have
served as co-chairs of the Psychology Department. Eames, who was first hired at Covenant
as administrative faculty in 2003, is comfortable transitioning into the role.
Eames has several goals for the department.
He would like to stress the importance of
statistical methodology in the classroom. “It’s our
responsibility as stewards to demonstrate that we
have done research and supported it,” he said.
He’ll also be supervising student employees
and dealing with department paperwork.
In addition, Eames is hoping to genetically
modify the lab rats so that they can make coffee.
“It has to be good coffee,” said Eames. “One
of the biggest problems is that people make
coffee too weak. We have to change the rats.”

The Luke 21:4 Initiative
The Student Ministries Committee is working on a project to challenge and encourage students
in giving. According to Joe Lloyd, the Director of Student Ministries, “Our goal is to realize that
there is tremendous purpose and potential on our campus, and we cannot be content to only
be students. We are compelled by Christ to sacrifice for the kingdom of God, and the first step
towards doing this is by serving the life and mission of our local churches.”
The initiative works through surveys that will hopefully reflect increasing giving percentages
among the student body. This week, all traditional students will receive an email asking them to fill
out a four question survey, briefly detailing their giving habits. Results will be tallied and sent back
to students. Follow-up surveys will be sent weekly for three weeks. The goal is that over these three
weeks, the surveys will raise awareness amongst students about giving and hopefully motivate an
increase in giving. You can access the surveys and results via the Student Ministries Facebook page.

Faculty Quote of the Week

Career
continued from page 1

mended that colleges “make a concerted effort
to link jobs to programs of study so that work
and learning will be mutually reinforcing.”
A survey given to Covenant’s 2010 graduates also shows the importance of connecting
learning to practical work experience. Out
of 60% of the 2010 graduates who said they
completed an internship or career-related experience in college, 94.6% said that the experience assisted them in discerning their calling.
This data indicates that students who pursue
career-related experiences in college are more
likely to be prepared for life post-graduation.
Fortunately, the Center for Calling and Career is helping them do just that. 90% of the
2010 graduates who filled out the survey said
that services provided by Covenant’s Center
for Calling and Career had been helpful or
extremely helpful to them.
Although some may think a career center
is inconsistent with Covenant’s philosophy
of education, Vice President of Advancement
Troy Duble thinks that in many ways, it more
accurately serves the mission of the college.
“Even if Covenant’s philosophy of education does not emphasize vocational training,
we can provide a bridge. In fact, connecting
the classroom to the workplace rings true
with what we believe about calling.”
Anthony Tucker has similar thoughts.
“Covenant has always done a good job of
preparing students to think about calling,”
said Tucker. “What we are trying to do now
is help students get experience, and put their
rigorous academic education into practice.”
Needless to say, Covenant students are
eager for the assistance.
“People don’t know how to go about applying
for jobs and internships and they aren’t very confident about it,” said senior English major Jenny
Reichmann. “After I met with Anthony and Leda
several times, I feel like I could do it on my own.”
Now the question is whether or not the
Center for Calling and Career can keep up
with their pace.
“Is it going to stay like this?” asked Tucker.
“If so, are we doing what needs to be done to
be helpful to that many people?”
One answer to that question may be for the
Career for Calling and Career to begin forming a relationship with Covenant’s Center for
Alumni Relations. Tucker said they are looking to acquire a database of alumni who are
willing to assist students with their job hunts.
“If we stretch to 6,000 alumni, our potential
for effectiveness is off the charts,” said Tucker.

Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“That’s what women are supposed to be; sexy, silly, useless, and silent.”
-Professor Jeff Morton in ART 410: Art and Criticism about a Barbara
Kruger photo with those words around the frame of the photo.
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Streamlining Campus Clubs
by Robbie Brown
robbie.brown@covenant.edu

Student Senate is making new efforts to encourage clubs to follow
through on events planned at the
beginning of the semester.
“Every semester we come up with
new ideas to help club leaders with
what they do,” said Student Body
President Alex Anderson.
New initiatives include networking club leaders, awarding them
practical service hours, and providing informational workshops.
Managing clubs and allocating club
funds is one of the largest components
of the Senate’s responsibilities. Clubs
submit a budget proposal at the beginning of each semester with an outline
of what events they will be doing and
where they will be spending money.
This budget must then be approved by
the Executive Committee of Student
Senate. Senate expects clubs to follow
through on these budgeted events.
“Last spring semester there were
so many things going on,” said Student Body Vice president Tim Van
Vliet. “It was an expensive semester
but at the same time, clubs were
doing all their events and they were
doing good events. And then all of a
sudden this semester… I just think
they were worn out.”
Last semester Student Senate
received 32% of the budgeted funds
back from clubs. According to Student body Treasurer Aaron Skrivan,
of the roughly $110,000 budgeted
last semester, $35,000 was returned.
“This is really the first semester that

Chattanooga
continued from page 1

New York City, New York. A list of
such large and high-powered cities
prompts the question “Why Chattanooga?”
US Senator Bob Corker (R-Tenn)
answered that question at a press
conference, saying, “I don’t think
those who live here and see the
transformation realize how unique
this city is.” Chattanooga’s emergence
from a rough history and its splendid
progress in recent years have earned
the city this distinct honor.
Mile markers indicating Chattanooga’s progress include the completion of the landmark 21st-Century

I have seen even close to this much
money returned,” said Skrivan.
Skrivan added that he doesn’t like
to see any more than 10% of the
budgeted money returned at the
end of the semester.
The money which is used for club
budgets comes from the Student
Association of Covenant College
(SACC) fee. This is included in the
“Continuing Student Fee” in students’ account balances each semester.
Currently that amount is $88 per
semester but starting next fall, it will
be raised to $96 per semester. Student
involvement in clubs is the way students can have a voice in what is done

with the SACC fee. If club funds are
not spent, students no longer get to
decide what is done with it.
“If club money doesn’t get spent,
it simply rolls over into the Senate’s
overall account,” said Skrivan, adding that last year the extra money
was used for the Tartan. “The clubs
do not have access to money that
they did not spend, since they get a
new budget each semester.”
The biggest problem expressed
by Senate representatives is a lack of
communication with club leaders.
Van Vliet said “Last semester we had
a lot of trouble maintaining contact
with clubs…it was really hard to get

Students working at Crabtree Farms for the CSC’s Work Day

waterfront project; a spirit of entrepreneurship demonstrated by Chattanooga residents, including many Covenant graduates; and most recently, the
development of a city-wide fiber-optic
energy network by the EPB.
When Covenant history professor
Jay Green arrived in Chattanooga
13 years ago, he said all the rebirth
of the city was fully under way,
which he thinks has a great deal
to do with the city’s location, the
confluence of money and creativity
in the area, and people’s boldness to
invest.
He came from northeast Ohio,
and said, “When we went home this
past Christmas, we were struck by
how much more devastating the recession felt up there than it does here.
I mean there are no signs [of growth].

RASHAD GOBER

Everything is grim, economically.”
He continued, “When we came
back, it was all Volkswagon-this and
small business sort of activity and
entrepreneurialship and Amazon
distribution center. I mean, Chattanooga’s no utopia. There are plenty
of problems, but it doesn’t feel at all
the way it does at home.”
The need for revival and development is far from met, yet indicators
show promise and hope. J. Ed Marston, Vice President of the Chattanooga Area Chamber of Commerce
said, “Since I’ve been here, I’ve been
charged with chronicling particularly
the good things about Chattanooga
and telling that story across the
nation. And I have to say, I was surprised by how good that story was.”
As current residents of the Chat-

people back in touch with us.”
To address this problem, Anderson
has grouped similar clubs into teams
that will meet regularly to discuss
budget issues, events, and club membership. In addition to meeting with
each other, teams will meet with their
Senate Liaison, a member of the senate, who will help them bounce ideas
around. “They are teams, they aren’t
isolated club leaders. They can talk to
me and they can talk to fellow club
leaders about event ideas and that
kind of stuff,” said Anderson.
Katie Powell, President of Psi
Chi said, “I think it would be really
beneficial for club leaders. Ingenuity
sometimes is required in the face of
changing circumstances, and as busy
students who can often over-commit,
extra support and/or creativity
couldn’t be a bad thing.” According
to Powell, her team has not yet met
due to scheduling difficulties, but she
looks forward to their first meeting.
Senate hopes that increased communication between clubs and their
Senate liaisons will encourage them
to carry out their planned events
and use club funds efficiently.
Also, Anderson is pushing for club
leaders to be awarded practical service,
freeing up their schedule to spend
more time on club-related events.
“We recognize that club leaders do a
lot of work so we wanted to see if we
could do that,” said Anderson.
Senate also plans to have workshops for club leaders this spring to
learn how to effectively advertise for
events, attract new members, and
retain membership.
tanooga area, Covenant students
face a unique opportunity to
participate in the development and
emergence of a vibrant, energetic,
dynamic community.
Students contemplating residing
in Chattanooga face abundant opportunities to contribute to growth
and vitality. Hamilton County
Mayor Jim Coppinger mentioned
that energy infrastructure in Chattanooga “gives people who come here
a 5 to 10 year advantage.”
“Knowing more about your
community is important,” stated
Anthony Tucker, director of
Covenant’s Center for Calling and
Career. “This is an important time
for economic and community development of greater Chattanooga.
We want Covenant students to be
the ones to engage culture.”
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No Doubt About It
by Laura Childers
laura.childers@covenant.edu

There is an invisible lead character
in Covenant College’s latest theater production: Doubt. In Doubt:
A Parable, directed by theater
professor Camille Hallstrom, the
nun’s habits are the only things
that are black and white.
John Patrick Shanley’s Pulitzer
Prize-winning play takes place in
1964 in a catholic school in the
Bronx. No-nonsense Sister Aloysius
suspects her colleague Father Flynn
of child molestation, and asks
young Sister James and the child’s
mother, Mrs. Muller, for support.
When they are hesitant to accuse
the Father for reasons of their own,
Aloysius confronts Flynn alone.
He pleads innocent, saying that
Aloysius has no evidence beyond
her own certainty. The audience is
left to fill in the gaps.
True to the modern realist style
of drama, the characters in Doubt
are portrayed with deep humanity.
As the forbidding Sister Aloysius,
senior Katie Jenkins’ deliberate
movements and strong New York
accent seem to give credibility
to her character’s instincts about
Flynn. Yet just when you think
Aloysius is all judgment and no
mercy, you find her caring for a
handicapped sister or nurturing the
dead plants in the garden. Jonathan Nichols’ amiable Father Flynn
seems harmless when he plays
basketball with the boys or wants
to include “Frosty the Snowman”
in the Christmas pageant. But
right when he looks like the good

guy, you are disturbed by his sexist
comments or feminine hygiene.
As Sister James, sophomore Ann
Jones has a sweetness that contrasts
nicely with Jenkins’ brash performance. Her fluttery eyes and highpitched inflection help portray her
character’s irritating sentimentality.
However, local actress E’tienne Easley steals the show as Mrs. Muller,
a woman who has been backed
into a corner. She is self-controlled
when she first appears, but her
nervous hands forecast a storm of
emotion. One of the most powerful moments in the show is when
Mrs. Muller, an African-American
woman, shouts, “Sometimes things
aren’t black and white!” to which
sister Aloysius responds, “Sometimes they are!”
Shanley’s work, released in 2004,
was a response to a modern approach toward public discourse. In
a year dominated by talking heads
and petty arguments over complex
issues like the war in Iraq, Shanley
feared the public had grown to see
doubt as a weakness. The audience
can hear Shanley’s voice at the opening of the show when Father Flynn

gives a sermon about the virtue
of doubt, saying, “Doubt can
be as powerful and sustaining as
certainty. When you are lost, you
are not alone.”
Many of this production’s elements reinforce Shanley’s ideas.
Four white window frames set
against black curtains indicate a
world of polarized ideas. Yet sixties clothing and props, such as a
rotary dial telephone, remind us
that the action takes place in an
era in which the old order began
to be questioned. The Civil Rights
Movement, the Sexual Revolution,
and the Second Vatican Counsel
would have had large repercussions
for the characters in the show.
The message of Doubt: A Parable can have significant implications for the Covenant community, directing us away from easy
authoritative stances to the difficult
process of truth seeking. If individuals who are divided on campus
issues, theological viewpoints, or
ethical standards are willing to
earnestly question their certainty,
there will inevitably be more room
for constructive dialogue.
Theatergoers leaving a production of Doubt: A Parable in New
York City might enter a world
filled with unanswered questions.
However, Hallstrom does not
leave her audience without hope.
As the lights go down, we hear
composer Arvo Part’s transcendent
“Spiegel im Spiegel,” pointing the
audience toward an eternal Power
who is all Truth, amidst human
debate and of course, doubt.

Miami Horror

Thrills

by Walter Somerville
walter.somerville@covenant.edu

The eighties are everywhere nowadays. Thirty-year-old fashion has
somehow sauntered back to the public sphere, subtly reestablishing itself
as what’s “cool,” while the success of
eighties music has come roaring back
into center stage in fantastic form.
Helmed by musical juggernauts like
Lady Gaga and The Killers, New
Wave influences pervade contemporary music. Often going beyond simply replicating an antiquated sound,
these artists infuse effects-driven
electro-pop with modern sensibilities.
Melbourne, Australia natives Miami
Horror wear their eighties influences
on their sleeves. Vaguely reminiscent of eighties legends New Order,
Miami Horror combines guitars,
pulsing rhythms, and trickling synths
to create a sound that is simultaneously fresh and nostalgic.
Miami Horror’s Benjamin Plant
is no stranger to creating solid dance
mixes. Throughout his childhood and
adolescence he produced music in his
home studio, moving on to DJ at local house parties and eventually landing gigs at several large Melbourne
clubs. During this time he also
remixed music by other artists, such
as Datarock and Bloc Party. In 2008

Plant released his debut EP, entitled
Bravado, under the name Miami
Horror. The record received a good
deal of praise from critics and fans,
garnering Plant and his three-piece
live band several festival sets, as well as
opportunities to open for bands such
as Phoenix and Simian Mobile Disco.
Last August, Miami Horror released
their newest album, Illumination, a
fabulous concept album that explores
shades of light and dark throughout
the twelve tracks. Collaborations with
M.I.A., Alan Palomo, and Kimbra
bolster an already sublime album.
While it doesn’t quite have the staying
power of fellow Melbourne synthpop
magicians Cut Copy, Illumination
delivered an irresistible sugar-coated
dance floor experience. Single “Sometimes” comes straight from the New
Order playbook, and “Holidays” is
a feel-good disco trip built around a
sample loop that never gets old.
Miami Horror are a band worth
checking out. Cool grooves and
slick production make them the
perfect band to listen to on a sunny
day, while excellent back beats and
dance-worthy synths ensure the
same songs feel just as comfortable
in a club or dance party. Fans of
house or eighties dance music owe
it to themselves to check out Miami
Horror. They will not disappoint.
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The Rite: A Poor Man’s Exorcist
by Luke Mosher
luke.mosher@covenant.edu

If you’ve ever taken ENG 266: Reading Film with professor Foreman,
you may have read Scott Derrickson’s
essay “Behind the Lens: A Christian
Filmmaker in Hollywood.” As a
Christian filmmaker, Derrickson is
unique because he has worked in the
horror genre, directing Hellraiser:
Inferno and The Exorcism of Emily
Rose. Christians usually shy away
from horror because of its unsettling subject matter, but Derrickson
defends the genre: “No other genre
offers audiences a more spiritual view
of the world…More than any other
genre, horror clearly communicates
the distinction between good and
evil.” In the hands of a good director,
a horror film can be a powerful tool
to expose the viewer to a spiritual
reality, albeit a dark one.
Like the films of Scott Derrickson,
The Rite strives to show true spiritual
warfare. It follows Michael Kovak
(newcomer Colin O’Donoghue), a
priest-in-training who is beginning
to have doubts about his calling, and
even the existence of God, just a few
months before he graduates from
seminary. Seeing Kovak’s doubt,
his advisor encourages him to go to
Rome, Italy and take a course about

exorcism that the Vatican is offering.
The reasoning is something like this:
Kovak will believe in God after he sees
the existence of the devil manifested
through possession, because if the
devil exists, God must exist also.
When Kovak gets to Rome, his
professor, seeing Kovak’s doubt,
sends him to Father Lucas (Anthony
Hopkins), a long practicing exorcist.
On his first visit, Kovak witnesses
the exorcism of a pregnant girl who

has been possessed for years. Apparently, being possessed isn’t like
having the chicken pox; after you’ve
had an exorcism once, the demon
keeps coming back. Father Lucas’
exorcism is more like short-term
therapy that temporarily assuages
demonic assault. Of course, Kovak
is less than impressed, and tries
to write off spiritual phenomena
through naturalistic explanations
that sound more and more absurd as

blatant evidence for demonic possession begins to pile up. But, as Father
Lucas points out, you can’t beat the
devil if you don’t believe in him.
I appreciated the film’s willingness
to confront spiritual issues, but The
Rite left me feeling conflicted. On the
one hand, it’s rare for any contemporary movie to have any spiritual aspect
that’s not contrived. On the other
hand, it’s an extraordinarily mediocre
film. There were a few creative mo-

ments of psychological I-don’t-knowwhat’s-going-on, but the film was
never scary, or even creepy. The only
real scares were cheap ones, where
something jumps at you and they
crank the music up really loud for
just a second. Of course I’m going to
jump, but it’s more of an involuntary
reaction than a genuine scare. There
were also a lot of loose ends that were
never tied up, and the acting (apart
from Anthony Hopkins, who is good
as always) was sub-par.
The real disappointment is the
film’s underwhelming resolution.
In the film, Kovak merely needs to
believe that God exists; God’s saving
grace never enters the picture. Belief
in God’s existence is important,
but as James 2:19 says, “…even the
demons believe, and tremble.” Similarly, being able to cast out demons
is no sign of salvation. In the Sermon
on the Mount, Jesus says, “Many will
say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord,
did we not prophesy in your name,
and in your name drive out demons
and perform many miracles?’ Then I
will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew
you. Away from me, you evildoers!’”
The film’s intentions may be
good, but that’s about the only
thing that is. Ultimately, The Rite
is just a cheap Exorcist knock-off.

Darwin Deez Brings NYC to ATL
by Joe Dodd
joe.dodd@covenant.edu

New York based indie-pop group
Darwin Deez performed at The
Drunken Unicorn in Atlanta, GA
last weekend. The group is led by
charismatic guitarist and lead singer
Darwin Smith. Characterized by
their up-beat music and attitudes, the
group brought enough fun with them
to go around. It was a good time.
Joining them for the night was
Atlanta-based one-man electronic
band Nomen Novum and Brooklyn-based indie-punk band Friends.
Nomen Novum sounded like a
more intelligent and fresh version
of Ben Gibbard (Death Cab, Postal
Service); his mastery of electronic
equipment in a live setting made for
a great performance. Friends offered
a bass and beat driven set of gritty

indie-punk led by female vocalists.
Darwin Deez’s introduction
consisted of an empty stage with
“Throw Some D’s” by Rich Boy
played over the club’s system. Hilarity. As the song’s beat dropped, the
group ran across the stage, down

into the crowd and proceeded to
dance among the approximately 80
people in attendance.
After breaking into their first song,
“Up in the Clouds” the group played
another song or two before more interpretive dancing to sampled mash-ups.

Their awkward dances were fun and
endearing, much like their music. As
they invited everyone to participate in a
dance, it was apparent that they wanted
to share the fun with the crowd.
A crowd favorite was “DNA,” a
heartfelt love song about a couple

that doesn’t quite match up. As
Darwin sang the first lines “My
DNA is running out / I am not the
guy / who makes you smile now”
the crowd joined him in singing,
as they had on every other song.
Though the audience was few in
number, they clearly enjoyed this
group of ragtag romantics.
The group ended on their most
popular song “Radar Detector.” It’s
a summer love anthem, and it had
the effect of transporting the show
to New York’s Union Square in June
for a street performance from the
group. As the song drew to a close
the fun lingered, mixing with a nostalgic desire to do it all over again.
Darwin Deez was a reminder of how
much fun live music can be and
how much a little indie-pop outfit
from NYC can bring to Atlanta.
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Reorienting our Relationships
by Walter Somerville
walter.somerville@covenant.edu

Our culture is enamored with fiction.
Fiction drives our entertainment and
commerce. It is impossible to escape
its reach. TV advertisements, for example, sell products using persuasive,
commercialized stories, rather than
simple explanations of their products. Because of this obsession with
fiction, we begin to subtly apply the
themes and motifs present within the
cultural myths that surround us onto
our own lives. We do this, despite
the fact that outside of a fabricated
reality, it is foolish and potentially
dangerous to expect everything to
work out the way it often does within
stories. We expect our lives to play
out like a novel or movie. In doing
this we jeopardize the reality of our
relationships and lose our ability to
communicate well.
Many electronic means of communication now allow people to relate
from a distance. We can rearrange
and reorganize friendships as we see
fit. Friends become objects that we
can selfishly use. Friends become
players in our personal story, rather
than actual flesh and blood human
beings. Technology has made it much
easier to view life as a personal story

book rather than an organic thing
composed of innumerable variables
and populated by unique persons.
We easily see this in the way the
Western world treats actors and
actresses. We expect actors to be as
immaculate as their personalities on
the silver screen. When a tabloid exposes the normality of these demigods

it enthralls us and we revel in their
downfall. We disrespect their personhood, and treat them like characters
in our story. In the same way, social
networking sites provide us with the
opportunity to create a counterfeit
persona by which others may view us
while we hide behind our insecurities.
Due to this continual distancing,

there has been a dramatic shift of emphasis from what someone is saying,
to how they say it. Facebook is one
of the many technological advances
that has perpetuated this. Status updates have become soapboxes where
anyone can detail their most recent
accomplishments, fears, and sorrows.
More than that, it has become a place

ANNIE HUNTINGTON

for individuals to tout their prowess
with the English language. Value is
now placed on whether someone
can inspire a few laughs or grunts of
approval through the way something
is worded, rather than the content of
what they are writing about.
This trend has moved beyond online interactions and has bled in to
our everyday speech. Conversation
becomes a subtle contest of word
play, as we vie for the attention and
affirmation from our peers. This
pining for attention is nothing new,
but the move from impressing others with complex ideas and theories,
to impressing them with the way we
word our sentences is a step down.
This move away from content and
into methods of speech hinders
intelligent conversation.
Fictional ideals do not fully apply
to reality. There are no formulas or
patterns by which we can predict
the outcome of our experiences,
whether good or bad. In the same
way, people are people and we
should treat them as human beings.
The “self ” is not a man-made entity.
People should focus on capitalizing
on the unique person they are, and
make the most of the gifts God has
given them, rather than trading
them in for counterfeit fantasies.

The Truth About the Promised Land?
by Paul Walters
paul.walters@covenant.edu

Among the many recent headlines
about the Middle East, one is so commonplace that it may go unnoticed:
the building of illegal Israeli settlements in occupied Palestine. Read
any newspaper and you’re sure to find
a story about the disapproval of new
settlements in the West Bank or of
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu’s
plans to expand the buildings. Yet as
commonplace as it is, this issue poses
the largest obstacle to the now completely static peace process between
Israel and the Palestinians. The United
States currently occupies a critical position in the resolution of the ongoing
conflict and therefore a crucial role in
the region and the world at large.
The lands comprising occupied
Palestine include the Gaza Strip,
East Jerusalem, the West Bank, and
the Golan Heights. All of these

lands were captured and held by
Israel following the 1967 Six Day
War. They were used as a security
buffer against the surrounding Arab
nations. Israeli claims to the necessity of this buffer were reinforced by
the 1973 Yom Kippur war.
However, there is a vast difference between militarily occupying a
territory after a war and beginning a
settlement program with the goal of
keeping the territory (see also: West
Germany, Japan, Iraq, etc). Furthermore, in the nearly four decades since
the 1973 war, bordering Arab states
have ceased to be the main threat to
Israeli security. Instead, the Palestinian
people living in these territories have
become the focus of much of Israel’s
military and police action.
There is still a fear in Israel of
Palestinian territory going to surrounding Arab states, but the greater
fear is of Palestine becoming an
independent state ruled by a govern-

ment similar to Hamas - the militant
group in control of Gaza. This is the
likely outcome given the inability of
the more moderate (and equally corrupt) Palestinian Authority to make
any progress in peace negotiations
due to Israeli intransigence.
By obstructing the peace process
through Israel’s continuing insistence
on building settlements in occupied
territory (in clear violation of the
Fourth Geneva Convention), and
by insisting on maintaining Israel as
a Jewish state (this ideology informs
many policies which make secondclass citizens of Israeli Arabs, Muslims
and Christians), Israel is continuing
to feed the fires of Arab bitterness.
These actions do little to combat the
real threats to Israeli security, the most
important of which is the changing
(and predominantly negative) international opinion of Israel.
Israel has long been able to defend
itself against a multitude of military

threats from all sides, but it cannot afford to continually ignore the
tides of international opinion or the
fact that the majority of population
growth within its borders and within
occupied Palestine is Arab, not Jewish. At the same time, the US with its
waning influence cannot continue to
unilaterally and uncritically support
an unpopular and inhumane policy.
Granted, the official US position
has been that settlement building is
impeding the peace process, but this

is considerably less of a rebuke than
would be a UN Security Council
resolution condemning the ongoing settlement program (such as the
one the US vetoed on Friday). The
US has always been in Israel’s corner
on the international scene. If the
US would realize the potential of
resolutions like the one they vetoed
last week and adopt a harsher stance
on Israel’s actions, it would find that
a long term solution beneficial to all
parties is much closer than it appears.

STEELWORKS
seriously, go.

Walking the Walk
by Andrew Mollenkoff
andrew.mollenkoff@covenant.edu

When I came to Covenant I had ideas
about changing the world. The craziest thing about those ideas was that
I believed I could accomplish them.
However, I found that not many of my
fellow students actually believed they
had the power to make a real difference
in the world. As I began to know more
students I realized that most weren’t
terribly interested in trying to live as
radical Christians. I heard a lot of good
ideas about what people could do for
the Lord but these ideas were not being
put into action. It seems to me that we
here at Covenant have a unique opportunity to really practice acting out
our faith, but many people don’t. We
are content with the status quo.
I have met several new Christians
who began their faith excitedly but
soon became complacent. One of
them told me they were let down
because they expected some of their
fellow students here at Covenant
to be more action-oriented in their
faith. I think we as students at
Covenant have the power through
Christ to act more strongly for Jesus
but because of fear and complacency many of us (myself included)
don’t, and that needs to change.

ANNIE HUNTINGTON

I have often assumed that self interest
is the main goal in life or is at least competing with Christ for that spot. Society
has impressed this on me and I don’t
mean just secular society. I have been
the recipient of many lectures about
responsibility, education, and the idea
of a “good” job. Most of these pressures
have come from fellow students here at
Covenant. This is not necessarily a bad
thing. However, if I feel afraid to do
the work of the Lord because I might
be “weird” or “irresponsible,” then a
problem exists. I should never have to

In response to the Anti-Americanism articles

feel bad for seeming too religious.
For example, no one should be
looked upon differently for yelling
“amen” in chapel, but I have been part
of conversations where students have
mocked others for the fervor in their
worship. We should strive to make
people feel comfortable but often we
only make people comfortable to a
small degree. I know part of the reason
I judge people is because I want to be
successful and look good around everyone else. I at times don’t do what’s right
because I don’t want to be someone

ANDREW SHAUGHNESSY

considered “strange” or “awkward.” I
like respect from friends and family. I
like my habits and I like my safe life.
I have to remind myself that Jesus
did not come to make us happy and
comfortable. He came to divide families and tear lives apart (many of our
lives need to be remodeled). He commands us to go out and follow His
will regardless of our circumstances.
God calls us to be radical. Not radical
in the sense of defiance, but radical
in a push to change the mores of this
world. Living radically isn’t doing
edgy things our parents didn’t; being
radical is finding something so beautiful in Christ that we want to drop
everything to chase after the beauty.
Being radical means changing things
on a fundamental level. Do we really
believe we can make a change?
We like to think of radical things
as huge. Radical acts can be world-altering, but at the same time can be as
simple as feeding the poor. So what’s
stopping us? Why do we believe we
can’t? Sure we have “heard this all
before” but why haven’t we done
anything? For some of us we would
rather have fun on a Saturday night
than volunteer at a homeless shelter
because there will always be a problem with people being homeless. But
really, Jesus is power and He is calling.
Jesus was the ultimate radical, He was
the perfect rebel. We know through
Jesus we ultimately have the power to
change the world but sadly we don’t
and much of the problem is because
we as a community have told ourselves the lie that we can’t. However, I
also know that the people I encounter
here at Covenant are intelligent and
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Letter to
the Editor
I’d like to thank Mitch Prentis
for giving the Education Department such wonderful accolades
(“The Miseducation of a Nation”, February 10, 2011).
I have some quibbles concerning Mr. Prentis’ understanding
of Education history (in fact,
he has some things backwards)
and, like most philosophers,
he overstates his case at points,
but his main message relating
to the importance of content in
a teacher education program is
one in which he lavishes praise
on our department (even though
he might not have known it).
A quick glance at the Covenant Catalog reveals that Elementary Education majors take
the content-heavy Core that all
students take. In addition, students take content-rich courses
like History and Philosophy of
American Education, Educational Psychology, and Developmental Psychology. There are
also numerous content-specific
courses like Math Content and
Skills in the Early Grades, Science Content and Skills in the
Early Grades, etc. In fact, the
Elementary Education major
“out liberal arts” the liberal arts
since we continually go back to
the other disciplines for content.
My point is simply this: The
Elementary Education major is
heavy on content. And the new
Master of Arts in Teaching for
middle and secondary students
will offer even more content in
that students will earn a fouryear baccalaureate degree in the
subject area before completing
the one-year M.A.T.
And all this should make Mr.
Prentis very content. So, thanks
for the props!

-Dr. Jim Drexler
caring individuals that really can
make a change in the world. So for
those of us who know we hardly try,
lets make a difference. I honestly
believe we can, and if we don’t start in
college when do we? God didn’t call
us to do His work tomorrow; let us
start something beautiful today.

8 Sports

Lighting Up the Barnes Court
by David Pifer

david.pifer@covenant.edu

with reporting by Isaiah Day
isaiah.day@covenant.edu

At times during this winter and
spring, Barnes Gymnasium hasn’t
exactly been the site of excitement
and joy. The basketball teams have a
combined 7-15 at home, and both
have lost their fair share of games to
last second buzzer beaters and comefrom-behind performances. However – highlighted by a Lady Scots
four game winning streak, a men’s
victory on senior night, the first JV
basketball win in two seasons, and
an intramural championship for the
ages – things have begun to change
as of late, and Barnes Gym is starting to see the light yet again.
Senior Dominique McGaughey
is the only four-year senior on the
Scots basketball team, and he has
witnessed three coaching changes
and countless numbers of players
come and go in that time span. After
enduring some rough seasons out on
the hard court, McGaughey could
only hope that senior night against
LaGrange would give him and his
teammates something to smile about
as the 2010-2011 season drew to a
close. Flanked by fellow seniors Stephen Johnson and Logan Dahms in
the pregame ceremony, one got the
feeling that these three soon-to-be
graduates weren’t going to go down
without a fight. And after combining
for 23 points, 10 rebounds, 8 assists,
and 8 steals in the team’s 70-60 victory, the three seniors were given due

reward for the hard work they’ve put
in during their basketball careers.
Said McGaughey, “I was proud of
our team for pulling out a tough win
and proud of them for ending our
season at home on a good note.”
As important as the Scots victory
over LaGrange was last week, though,

there was perhaps another victory on
the Barnes court earlier in the season
that was of equal relevance. After
going winless since the 2007-2008
season, the JV men’s basketball team
finally found success this year, downing Georgia Northwestern Technical
College 60-50 on Covenant’s home

Senior Dominique McGaughey dribbles the ball

floor. “Covenant’s JV men’s basketball program counts this past season
as a success despite winning only
one game,” said sophomore forward
Isaiah Day. “You can expect even
more energy and noise from this
team next season as we develop discipline on the court and a love for one

GARRETT REID

Playing it Safe with NCAA Regulations
by Isaiah Day
isaiah.day@covenant.edu

Covenant athletes were reminded
on Feb. 17 that the NCAA strictly
prohibits gambling of any form. The
NCAA defines sports wagering as
“putting something at risk – such as
an entry fee or a wager – in return for
the opportunity to win something.”
Athletic Director Tami Smialek then
specifically mentioned participation
in CentSports.com gambling as a
violation of those NCAA policies.
The administrators of Covenant’s athletic programs mentioned Cent Sports
because it is a unique site being used by
some of Covenant’s student athletes.
Cent Sports provides “free sports bets”

by allowing each new member to
start with a free ten cents paid for by
advertising companies on the site. One
athlete who was a member of the site
said “you don’t actually put the money
in, so I just saw it as an opportunity to
win. The money is imaginary until you
can cash out at twenty dollars, and that’s
really rare and lucky.”
As that player correctly interpreted,
Cent Sports is not considered a gambling
site because the member doesn’t deposit
any money in order to play. So why has
the NCAA found it necessary to ban
it? Covenant’s NCAA Compliance
Coordinator, Laura Peterson, described
hearing about Cent Sports in passing and
submitting the website to the NCAA
for review. Despite the legality of this

“gambling” website, the NCAA ruled it
out-of-bounds, precipitating its mention
at Covenant’s recent all-athletes meeting.
Based on the reasoning of the
NCAA, after the website’s advertisers contribute the first ten cents to a
member’s account, the following bets
are made using money owned by the
member. Peterson shares the NCAA’s
concern that small, low-risk sites such
as Cent Sports could lead to greater
problems. She cites Michael Franzese,
who spent time in prison for organized
crime and now addresses athletes to
discourage the habit of sports wagering.
Peterson is worried that Covenant
might develop a sub-culture where
such gambling is tolerated, and if the
NCAA discovers a tolerant attitude

for seemingly minor offenses at
Covenant, it has the right to extend
the school’s provisional membership
and thus deny its athletes postseason
competition and refuse full membership for the athletic program.
That being said, Peterson urges
student-athletes who engage in these
small wagers to come forward privately to her. She says that “it’s a problem,
but it can be dealt with easily and
quietly.” Student-athletes probably
didn’t realize that Cent Sports was
considered gambling by the NCAA,
so if they talk to her in confidence,
they face little to no discipline so long
as they discontinue such activities.

another.” Said junior Taylor Jackson,
who prior to the victory over Georgia
Northwestern had not won a single
game with the JV team in his three
year career, “It felt like a great weight
being lifted off my shoulders.”
Finally, it is important to mention
the intramural championship that
took center stage last week between
the two finalists, Las Tortugas de
Amore and the 96 Bulls, that treated
spectators to a show worthy of the
championship label. After falling
behind by 15 points in the first half,
the Brian Stair-led Bulls roared back
to tie Eric Cromartie’s Tortugas with a
buzzer-beating shot in the game’s dying seconds. Following two overtimes,
a potential game-winning three from
John Eger that rimmed-out, and the
Tortugas playing down a man when
key players Johnny Balik and Eric
Cromartie fouled out, the game finally
ended when Stair’s two point jumper
missed in the final seconds of the
second extra-time period. The winning team of Cromartie, Balik, Issac
Speicher, James Dawson, John Hirte,
and Zach Woodruff went undefeated
in the season, and capped off the
sensational year with a hard-earned
championship win. Said Dawson,
“I don’t wanna be the one on record
to say that this was the best game in
Barnes Gym all year, but double overtime, with our two best players fouled
out...I know I’m not the only who left
without finger nails.”

This
Week’s
Scores
Softball vs.
Berry College (5-3 & 6-5 W)
Baseball vs.
Emory & Henry (13-3 & 12-0 W)
Women’s Basketball vs.
LaGrange (64-66 L)
Agnes Scott (35-50 L)
Men’s Basketball vs.
LaGrange (60-50 W)
Spalding (63-67 L)
Men’s Tennis vs.
Maryville (9-0 W)
Methodist (2-7 L)
Women’s Tennis vs.
Maryville (6-3 W)
Methodist (0-9 L)

