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As the school year started this semester,
it became clear that the annual and
highly anticipated musical, Hello Dolly!
was not going to happen.
The decision was officially made and
announced the second week in January
by the Chair of the Music Department,
Professor Jeanell Brown, who oversaw
the musical.
The reason given was twofold. First,
the professional theater director from
New York, Misti Wills, announced she
would only be able to come down for
one week as opposed to the originally
planned three to five weeks.
“The second reason,” said Brown,
“was that we lost the lead, the substi-

principle characters decided they
could not be involved. There was
not time for a re-audition.”
“A lot of us didn’t really know
the show that well, and some of us
weren’t really as excited about it as
we hoped to be. Also, a lot of the
set wasn’t accomplished yet,” said
senior Seth Marsh, musical theater
club co-president. The final straw
was, as Brown said, “a lack of personnel and cast.”
Former lead, Paul Smallman,
who had chosen to withdraw his
involvement over Christmas break,
said, “I wasn’t upset or anything,
but I didn’t feel like I could commit
a whole semester to rehearsals and
hard work. I figured there would be
someone more willing and excited

There has been a mix of relief
and sadness from the cast involved
and the overall student body. Taylor
Kelly, a freshman who had landed
a lead as Cornelius Hackl, said, “I
was almost relieved after all the anticipation of it being up in the air.
The decision they made is a good
intermediary option. Even though
it’s going a different way it’s still
continuing the program.”
Marsh said that as a senior taking 19 credits he was also relieved.
“Some people were excited, but for
others it was just another musical.”
In the musical’s stead, Covenant’s
music department is planning a
one night Broadway Review. This
will include involvement from the
remaining cast, others who did not

the choreographer of the previously
planned musical, and scores from
over six Broadway shows, including the main song and dance from
Hello Dolly!.
“We’re all very excited about the
Review. It will be a lot of fun. It’s
not a musical so it will be less stress,
but it is a show so it will still be a
big deal,” said Ty Wert, a sophomore, and the student producer of
the musical.
Brown intends to decrease the
stress of the musical by requiring
less time of the students. She also
hopes to increase participation with
the broader range of musicals. The
show is open to new participants as
well as those previously cast in Hello
Dolly!.

The Wild Man’s Final Semester
by Kendi Anderson
kendi.anderson@covenant.edu

GARRETT REID

by Sarah Tinsley

The infamous English professor
Jim Wildeman has decided to go
out with a bang during his final
semester by handing out A’s to
all of his students.
The freely-given A’s are part of
an experiment Wildeman is conducting. He hopes that students
will be motivated to work harder
because of this decision. “Grades
rob students of enthusiasm,”
Wildeman said. He believes that

grades tend to get in the way of
learning, as students become more
motivated by a GPA, rather than a
desire to learn.
“Relationships with my students
can change when grades are involved because if I give a student a
bad grade, I become the enemy,” he
said. Even though he has guaranteed his students A’s this semester,
Wildeman plans to evaluate their
work to help them improve.
Though he is known for his sarcasm and gruff exterior, Wildeman

doesn’t hide his kindness towards
students. In the words of fellow
English professor Cliff Foreman,
“If Wildeman is more caring than
me, he is a very caring person.”
Among his multiple quirks,
Wildeman typically dishes out hilarious nicknames for his students,
jovially and endlessly mocks them,
and makes sounds during class that
remind some students of an Aflac
duck.
continued on page 2
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Fast Just Got Faster

Chattanooga is giving high-speed Internet a whole new meaning

by Susanna Griffith
susannah.griffith@covenant.edu

The Electric Power Board (EPB),
Chattanooga’s city-run utility
company, announced plans last fall
to roll out ultra high-speed Internet
that downloads and uploads at
speeds up to 1 gigabyte per second.
For those who are not fluent in
technology speak, that’s 20 times
the national average and among the
fastest speeds in the world.
“It’s rare to say you’re the first or
the fastest,” said Ken Hays, partner
at Kinsey Probasco Hays, a firm
tasked with the mission of promoting the new technology. “Chattanooga has that honor now.”
EPB’s plan makes the small
southern city of Chattanooga a
national leader in technological capabilities. Faster speeds are enabled
by a network of fiber optic cables
that EPB has installed throughout
the city. Fiber optic infrastructure
turns Chattanooga’s electrical grid
into a smart grid. “Fiber is the 21st
century technology equivalent
of what copper was last century,”
remarked Hays.
EPB launched their next generation communications initiative,
EPB Fiber Optics, in Sept. 2009.
One year later, the utility company
unlocked the fastest Internet in the
nation.
“As a community-owned company,
it was important to us to provide our
area with the benefits only a 100%
fiber optic infrastructure can ensure.

Wildeman
continued from page 1

Matthew Trexler, a senior English major, took ENG 111: English
Composition with Wildeman his
freshman year. He still recalls
vividly when Wildeman made him
write the same essay ten times. Yet
Trexler always recommends Wildeman whenever freshmen ask what

We want to do everything we can to
ensure our area is prepared for the future and to position this community
as a technology hub and a test bed
for new innovations,” explained EPB
spokeswoman Lacie Newton. Hays
described fiber connectivity as “a huge
asset to the community.”
City leaders hope that this capability will attract more businesses to
relocate. Chattanooga is developing
as an attractive industrial center, as
indicated by Volkswagen’s decision
to build a new assembly plant here
as well as the implementation of
UTC’s SimCenter Computational
engineering lab.
Just this past week, Chattanooga
made the Intelligent Communities
Forum’s list of top seven intelligent
communities of 2011. The forum
recognized Chattanooga’s potential
to be an industrial center, largely
because of the way fiber technology
is reforming energy use.
The smart grid in Chattanooga
allows for the most sophisticated
electrical system in the country. “It’s
a huge tool in Chattanooga’s tool
box for economic development,”
said Hays.
In fact, EPB has even leapfrogged
ahead of Google. A year ago, Google
announced a competition in which
the winner would receive 1 GB Internet service. But it turned out that
Google’s pioneering competition centered around a project Chattanooga
had been working on for years.
Of course, the nation’s fastest Internet will also be the nation’s most

expensive Internet. The starting
price is $350 a month.
This price tag raises the question
of who would want to use it. 1 GB
Internet speeds enable advanced
opportunities for radiologists scanning, viewing, and analyzing x-ray
images or entertainment companies

English classes to take, especially for
Composition.
“Wildeman makes his students feel
comfortable through his humorous
teaching style,” Trexler said.
The ever-popular professor says
he is retiring now at age 60 so that
he won’t embarrass himself when
he gets old and senile. He jokes that
he will miss most, but not all, of his
colleagues, commenting that he loves
the “irreverent dialogue” amongst

faculty members and how most of
his colleagues do not take themselves
too seriously. He is thankful to have
worked at a school that is small
enough to have a close and diverse
group of friends in each department.
Wildeman says he is sad to leave
behind the relationships he has developed with his students, and he will
greatly miss the joy he finds when
students become passionate about
what they’re learning in his classes.

seeking to make programs even
more easily available to viewers.
Companies from a variety of
industries will be attracted to
Chattanooga when looking for a
place with adequate bandwidth and
efficient connectivity.
A plethora of jobs may just be

down the mountain for Covenant
grads. “With this type of infrastructure,” Newton explains, “we are providing high tech tools and resources
so smart people can build smart
things, right here in Chattanooga.
As far as the future, the possibilities
for our community are endless.”
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Wildeman completed his undergraduate degree at Covenant,
and over the past 30 years he has
become a “Covenant fixture,”
according to Foreman. Professor
emeritus Paul Hesselink, one of
Wildeman’s professors his senior
year at Covenant, said that Wildeman used to “have lots of hair and
was kind of a hippie type.”
Once he retires, Wildeman hopes
to have time to continue working on

his own personal writing projects,
which consist of a non-fiction piece
on aging parents and how to honor
them, along with three novels.
Cooking for the community,
gardening, spending more time
with his granddaughter, playing
golf at least once a week, and
possibly working with missionaries teaching ESL are a few of the
other things Wildeman plans to
do in the following year.
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Christina Klukow, a junior who
works for the psychology department, was closing up the psychology
commons at 10:00 on Wed. night.
There were a few guys coming in
and out while she was working, but
overall it had been quiet. While she
was washing some mugs in the side
room, she heard the door slam open
violently. A moment later the door
slammed a second time and she
heard a male laughing as he exited.
Later she couldn’t find her cell
phone, but finally connected the
dots when she arrived back at her
apartment and proceeded to check
her Facebook. Her friend had
contacted her, inquiring about the
“horrible” and sexually explicit text
message that she had received from

Klukow’s phone.
As far as Klukow knows, her
friend was the only one to receive the
explicit texts. But, as students know,
it was not the only damage done that
night in the proximity of Mills Hall.
Bleach was poured into the
Mills biology lab fish tank, killing
all of the fish, as well as destroying a student project. Hundreds of
dollars worth of damage was done
to a student’s motor scooter. Also,
the Campus Activities Board’s 80’s
Skate Night poster in the mail room
was ripped down the middle.
The student body was made
aware of these damages the next
morning in an e-mail from Dean of
Students Brad Voyles.
This is not the first time acts of vandalism have taken place on the college
campus. However, students, faculty,
and staff are shocked by the close time

Cliff Foreman
Faculty Advisor
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frame of the events. Director of Safety
and Security, Greg Ford, commented,
“In my six years at Covenant I can’t
remember a time in which so many
acts of vandalism were committed in
one short time period.”
Klukow believes the two incidents
in Mills are connected, due to the
fact that other cell phones were stolen
from jackets in the Biology lab as well.
The damage done to the biology
department’s fish tank amounted to
a loss of 30 fish that cost the department $250. Some of these funds
had come from individual biology
students who were using the fish for
a project.
Junior Clark Sealy, a student who
initiated the project, said it had
taken a while to get the filters working properly because at first the fish
would quickly die. Finally, after
spending all of last semester trying
to rework the tank, right before
Christmas break, Sealy and senior
Chris Sossou got the water, fish,
food, and PH balances right.
“It’s like shooting your neighbor’s 12-year-old dog,” Sealy said,
“I think it’s just a juvenile desire to
destroy and rebel.”
A bottle of sodium hydroxide was
sitting on top of the refrigerator,
and a mouse to a computer was also
missing from the biology commons,
where the fish tank is kept.
The damaged motor scooter belongs
to freshman Caroline Cassio. Cassio
had saved money all through high

school to purchase a motor scooter
for college, in hopes of using it for
transportation to work off campus
at some point. Cassio found her
$1,200 scooter on Thursday morning in a ditch behind Mills with
considerable damage done to it.
“My experience with the Security Office has been really positive. I
know that they’re doing everything
that they can, but they have really
limited resources,” Cassio said.
“Covenant is a wonderful and
open community where students
feel free to leave doors unlocked
and belongings out in public spaces.
However, it takes only one person
to take advantage of this openness
and cause much frustration and
loss,” Voyles said. “I encourage
the student body to be wise in the
safeguarding of their rooms and
belongings and to not hesitate to
contact the security office regarding
acts of vandalism or theft.”
“When I found out what the text
messages said, I got really upset and
hurt. I hope whoever it is gets convicted, and that the situation is used to
glorify God somehow,” Klukow said.
Ford said, “We’re continuing to
investigate with hopes of discovering who committed these acts. Lots
of times, the person(s) that actually committed the vandalism will
reflect back on what they did and
realize that the right thing to do is
stand up and accept responsibility-we hope that happens now.”

Hey You!
You’ve got good eyesight.

The vandalized bulletin board in the mailroom
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You should write for the Bagpipe.
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Apollo Kids by Ghostface Killah
- Austin Humbles
Kanye West dominated mainstream
hip-hop at the end of 2010, drowning a number of notable albums in
the towering wake of My Beautiful
Dark Twisted Fantasy. One such
album was Ghostface Killah’s Apollo
Kids. Released in mid-December, it
failed to make a splash on any bestof lists, mostly because it came out
too late in the year.
The production perfectly melds
soul samples with his trademark
crime narratives and mafia non
sequiturs. Raekwon and the rest of
the Wu-Tang Clan provide some of
the album’s highlights, making the
two closing tracks (“Ghetto” and
“Troublemakers”) stand out in particular. Ghostface also collaborates
with several artists outside of the

Which
of your
favorite
albums
failed
to
appear
on a
“Best
of
2010”
list?

typical Wu-Tang stable, including
Black Thought from The Roots and
Game. The result doesn’t break any
new ground, but it is a worthy addition to the Wu canon.
What makes Apollo Kids impressive is that it appears completely
effortless. “Purified Thoughts”
kicks the album off with a wistful
question: “Am I a good man? Or
am I a fool?” The rest of the album
is a non-stop journey that proves
Ghostface is none of the above.
Like Big Boi’s Sir Luscious Left
Foot, Ghostface Killah’s Apollo Kids
represents the achievement of a
hard-working rapper who consistently churns out solid jams, regardless of whether or not the media
pays attention.

Maintenant by Gigi
- Annie Huntington
Top 50 lists tend to embrace
the straight-faced and swaggering. There’s not much room left
for albums that make you sway
absentmindedly while washing
dishes or organizing your desk.
Gigi’s Maintenant deserves hype as
the most endearing album of 2010.
This wistful celebration of 60’s pop
is the collaborative fruit of a slew of
artists (including Mirah and Owen
Pallett) who channel the swoony
doo-wopping of the snapping
girl-group era. The songs (penned
by Nick Krgovich of No Kids)
swell with brass and strings, bossa
nova beats and throbbing piano,
hand-claps and oohs and ahs—all
performed with an air of “this-isfor-fun.” It’s not flawless, but its
imperfections are part of its charm.

Maintenant’s lovelorn lyrics
contrast well with its upbeat sock
hop fanfare: “I could send in the
marines and you wouldn’t think
twice/ Or fashion a sculpture of
your likeness out of ice/ And people
would pass and say, at best, ‘That’s
nice/ Let’s carry on.’” Verses amble
pleasantly, squeezing syllables where
they don’t quite fit; the result is
equal parts clunky and convincing. This is offset by solid, catchy
choruses with the sticking power of
a hundred rolls of duct tape.
This album isn’t the hip “I’m
cool and I know it” dude—it’s the
kind of dorky history nerd younger
brother with real talent to back up
a giant, unassuming grin. Gigi has
fun with a broken heart, and you
can too -- well into 2011.

Weathervane by Freelance Whales
- Walter Somerville

Top 50 lists tend to embrace
the straight-faced and swaggering. There’s not much room left
for albums that make you sway
absentmindedly while washing
dishes or organizing your desk.
Gigi’s Maintenant deserves hype as
the most endearing album of 2010.
This wistful celebration of 60’s pop

The Freelance Whales have done
something incredible with their debut
record, Weathervanes. Loosely formed
with the help of Craigslist and distant
mutual friends, the members of the
oddball quintet really shouldn’t work
this well together. But they do.
The album’s instrumentation
runs the gamut of indie, folk, and
electronic influences, as the members pool their collective musical
histories into a fascinating melange
of genres. Many songs place their
melodic focus on the banjo, an
instrument that usually takes a back
seat to the guitar or a piano. This
small difference makes for a fascinatingly fresh sound. Songs such as
“Generator ^ First Floor” and “The
Great Estates” revel in the unique
tones produced by the instrument.

The single, “Hannah,” along with
several other songs on the album, is
driven by the oscillating arpeggios
of a Korg synthesizer. The sheer
variety in each song is astounding, and the sonic tapestry woven
throughout the album is rich and
creative, never ceasing to surprise
and delight listeners with whimsical
melodies and unique arrangements.
But it’s the vocals that tie the album
together so well. Perhaps most comparable to Ben Gibbard of Death Cab
for Cutie and The Postal Service, the
vocals are quick and creative, providing more hooks than a Bass Pro Shop.
It is a shame that The Freelance
Whales were overlooked in the deluge
of high-profile releases in 2010. Both
creative and enjoyable, Weathervanes
is certainly worth a listen.

Brian Eno’s Small Craft on a Milk Sea
by Joe Dodd
joe.dodd@covenant.edu

Legendary producer and artist Brian
Eno has been an important part of
the music industry for decades. He
has worked with bands like U2,
Coldplay, and Talking Heads to
produce supreme pieces of work. So
when it comes time for an original
release from Eno, the music world
pays attention. His latest work is
called Small Craft on a Milk Sea, and
it is his first release for Warp records.
Eno collaborated with Jon Hopkins
and Leo Abrahams to create the 16
tracks that comprise Small Craft.
Constructed of rejects from the
soundtrack to Peter Jackson’s The
Lovely Bones, and fresh collaborations with Hopkins and Abrahams, the album listens much like
a soundtrack. Eno is best known as
an original innovator of ambient

music, and experimental electronic
music. Small Craft features tracks
that could easily stand by themselves; the album as a whole can, at
times, feel disconnected. What the
album lacks in cohesion, however,
it makes up for in originality and
wonderment; each song paints its
own picture.
“Lesser Heaven” is a swirling
landscape, with a slowly rising
glockenspiel inhabiting the foreground. A slightly wavering organ
creates a deeper layer, with metallic
washes sprinkled on top. At 3:21 the
song ends when it ought to plateau
and comes off like the snapshot of a
longer piece.
“Horse” is as fast paced and spastic
as it is evolving. Until the last 12
seconds the drum line pushes the
track along while a highly distorted
synthesizer repeats a slow progression
of notes with staccato strings and

intermittent guitars layered over top.
This song is the audio equivalent of a
locomotive speeding through Siberia
in the middle of a blizzard.
“Late Anthropocene” is more
nebulous and ethereal. At 8:09 this
track is the album’s longest and is
equally as entrancing as “Lesser
Heaven” and others that fall into the
ambient vein of Eno’s sound. This
song’s ability to draw listeners in is a
testament to Eno’s work as a pioneer
of ambient music. It is a sound reminiscent of his 1978 release Ambient
1: Music for Airports, which defined
the term “ambient music.”
Though at times there is a harsh
juxtaposition of the ambient songs
with the active ones, Small Craft
should be appreciated for what it is.
The album ends with “Invisible,” a
track which builds from what sounds
like heavily processed rain droplets
spattering onto a sidewalk. Sounds

of an amusement park ride fade
in and out over a distant, shrouded keyboard melody. As
the track progresses, this
melody becomes part
of a larger scene, bird
songs waver distantly
as underwater-sounding sub-layers come
and go.
Before you realize
it the track has ended,
and the soundtrack is
over, you’re left wondering what moments in
life fit with these songs.
Because it is somewhat disjointed, Small Craft actually
listens much like a soundtrack
to life—when does life ever feel
cohesive in the moment? Brian
Eno’s Small Craft on a Milk Sea
presents snapshots of this larger
picture of life.

The Fighter Packs a Wallop
by Daniel Tucker
daniel.tucker@covenant.edu

David O. Russell’s The Fighter
chronicles the true story of
Micky Ward’s quest to obtain
the world light welterweight
boxing title. For Ward (played
by Mark Wahlberg), his greatest
obstacle lies not inside the ring
but out in the real world, where
his overbearing family constantly decides what is best for
him on his behalf.
Based on a true story, The
Fighter reveals a family in Lowell, Massachusetts, that is the
epitome of dysfunctional. The
head of the family is Alice Ward
(Melissa Leo), a chain-smoking,
headstrong woman who gave
birth to nine kids.
Micky’s older brother Dickie
Eklund (Christian Bale) is the socalled “Pride of Lowell.” A former
boxer-turned-crack-addict who
once knocked down the famed
Sugar Ray Leonard, he’s supposed

to be training Micky for a fight, but
spends most of his time reliving his
glory days and getting stoned instead.
His stubborn refusal to let anyone
else train his younger brother causes
Micky to lose a series of fights. When
Dickie gets sent to jail, Micky decides
to train the way he wants to train,
away from the overbearing influence
of his family.
On paper, these characters sound
like comedic stereotypes, but stellar
performances from the cast members make them believable. Christian Bale steals the show as Dicky,
confirming his status as one of the
greatest actors working today. It’s
hard to make a character like Dicky
sympathetic, but for Bale it seems to
come naturally. He’s also responsible
for the majority of the humor that
pops up throughout the film.
Melissa Leo’s performance as Alice is
spot-on, successfully conveying that she
is motivated by love for her son, even
if it sometimes drives her to do things
that aren’t best for him. Amy Adams is
wonderful as Micky’s girlfriend Char-

lene, though her character could have
used more development.
In contrast to the flashy performances given by Bale and Leo,
Mark Wahlberg’s performance as
Micky is quiet and reserved. His
character often struggles to get a
word in edgewise, forcing Charlene to speak for him. His relative
silence makes him stand out from
other characters in the film and
encourages us to root for him.
David O. Russell’s skilled direction
slyly pays tribute to boxing classics
like Rocky and Raging Bull, while
bringing something new to the table
that helps the film stand on its own.
Most notably, he chose to film the
boxing scenes with vintage 1990’s
television cameras, lending the film a
more realistic feel.
The Fighter is an inspirational
tale of perseverance during hard
times. Its predictable story arc can
be forgiven in light of the fantastic
performances, moving story, and
surprising humor.

Have good taste? Write for Arts
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The Anti-social Network

Don’t forgo real relationships in favor of digital ones

by Grace Mullaney

grace.mullaney@covenant.edu

At the risk of beating a dead (or
at least an overly-discussed) horse,
I want to voice a few concerns
about the use of social networking websites. I am concerned that
social networking lends itself to a
distortion of human relationships.
Social networks ignore relational
boundaries. They contain no form
of real intimacy. Virtual reality
lacks vital components of true
relationships.
Relationships in the context
of a virtual social network are
reduced to a transfer of information. The level of intimacy in a
“Facebook-friendship,” for example, is measured by the degree
to which information is shared.
Whole people, with minds, bodies, emotions, etc. cannot share
themselves fully via bits of information. Social networks don’t
allow for whole people to relate to
one another as people. Interacting
on a digitalized social network is
like relating as a computer. We
input information about ourselves, and download information
about others. We scroll through
pictures, read interests, and learn

favorites. We contentedly reduce one
other to bundles of data.
Outside of virtual reality our relationships consist in setting boundaries. We have meaningful categories of relationships like friends,
acquaintances, family, colleagues,
and strangers. We don’t share equal
amounts of information with each

group. I would tell my sister things
I wouldn't tell most of you. In the
Facebook world these boundaries
don’t exist. Everything is public.
Everyone we have “friended,” no
matter how real of a friend they are,
is privy to the same information.
Boundaries are an intrinsic part of
human relationships. Any system

that neglects the exclusivity of relationship while purporting to further
relationships is worthy of suspicion.
Finally, social networks remove
the valuable time it takes to learn
about one another. Things that used
to take months to learn - a friend’s
favorite movies, music, books,
activities - now take minutes to read,
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digest, and know. A slow growth
of a friendship, a slow learning
of another person, is a privilege
lost with a quick scroll down a
person’s Facebook page. Reading
that my “friend” likes Kid Cudi
doesn’t make me closer to them.
Listening to “Pursuit of Happiness” with them does.
People are more than bundles
of information. Getting to know
a person slowly is valuable. A relationship is by nature somewhat
exclusive. Social networks can
be a fun and appropriate part of
life. The difficulty is in taking the
time to develop real relationships;
in resisting the ease of learning
about people quickly and superficially; and in stopping ourselves
from becoming too enthralled by
virtual relationships.
Social networks lend themselves to use without thought.
But in order to use them
rightly, we have the responsibility to think about how we use
networks like Facebook. Social
networks are in no way wrong
or useless. They can play an
enjoyable role in our friendships,
but it is our duty to understand
that role in light of what it truly
means to be a friend.

A New Paradigm for Profit
by Paul Stark
paul.stark@covenant.edu

The Western world operates on profit. If we take the cultural mandate
seriously, we Christians will also
pursue profit maximization. This
may sound unusual, but I’ll explain.
Our culture’s assumed definition
for profit is far too narrow. Profit
with only a focus of monetary gain
is restrictive. A monetary definition
keeps us from our true potential.
Profit should be defined as managing available resources to produce
a surplus of a desired result. This
result is not necessarily monetary.
There are many kinds of profit. In
a for-profit business, profit is defined
as monetary revenue. In a church,
it is shepherding God’s people and
increasing the proclamation of His
name. In a school it is the development of individuals into adjusted
and empowered citizens. Profit for a
parent is raising a well-adjusted child.

Profit for the Christian is seeking
their God-given desires and following
them to the best of their ability.
There are many examples of
profit-centered behavior in the
Bible. These examples contrast the
monetary view of profit, with the
biblical view of profit.. Consequences of those actions range from death
(Samson), to saving the known
world (Joseph), to getting your her
own book of the Bible (Esther).
Esther was chosen for her beauty.
She used the resource of her beauty to
gain a powerful position in the king’s
court. With that power she was given
the opportunity to change the fate of
her people. In her case, the potential
was handed to her but she had to put
initiative into enhancing the opportunities her resources provided. This applies whether your resources include
intelligence, wealth, or influence. The
idea of “profit” is what helps us zero
in on what our best options are and
how we should pursue them.

Profit is a powerful motivator. We
ought to desire as much profit as
possible while following the creation
mandate. God gave us the world to
steward to the best of our ability, and
we will have to answer to Him for our
actions. The powerful motivation of
“profit” can be a driving force in us.
We can produce powerful changes because the idea of profit helps
us set our standards and evaluate
progress. As a business major my
standard is to manage and recalibrate systems to produce a more
beneficial equilibrium. A standard
for an artist could be to inspire. For
a scientist, to explore. For a historian, to accurately and effectively
demonstrate how the roots of our
past set foundations for the future.
We have all been given resources
from God and He expects us to
produce a profit. Some have been
given more talents than others.
However, the size of the final result
is not as important as the return on

the investment. We are called to be
the best representatives of God possible. This means we are to produce
as much profit as we can.
There is no one-size-fits-all definition for “profit.” The most profitable
actions for me will not necessarily be

the same for you. God is the power
source for our results. All we need
to do is, like Esther, show up, play
our role, and leave the return up to
God.
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Anarchist Questions Christian Role
by Daniel Coulbourne
dcoulbourne@covenant.edu

Ever since its inception, the Church
has been persecuted by ruling powers. The powerful have oppressed
the weak everywhere from the
Colosseum of Rome to the prisons
of modern China. Even so, no lion,
gladiator, or firing squad could have
caused such devastation within the
church as has occurred in the past
two centuries in the West. We have
betrayed our duty to community
by surrenduring to the dominant
culture. We have given up the idea
of our religious life commitment
and taken up money lending in the
temple.
In our glee for our relative comfort and freedom, we have forgotten
to be meek and sought to “inherit
the earth” on our own. Christian
presidents build empires, Christian
CEOs make millions and Christian soldiers help them get away
with it. Every level of oppressive

hierarchy is full of Christians doing
the “Lord’s work.” This should be
of particular concern to college
students who, despite our altruistic
talk of vocation-free learning, are
gaining tools which will give more
access to class and power.
We have turned from the oppressed into the oppressors. Before,
only our lives and our bodies were
in danger; now we have turned
against ourselves and taken our own
convictions. Even here at Covenant,
which by its cost ensures that only
those who are intellectually or financially well off can attend, there is an
active effort to train young middleclass Christians to “integrate”
their faith into their vocations. We
prepare round after round of college
educated Christians for acceptance
into the intellectual elite for the
glory of God. It isn’t that our faith
shouldn’t be integrated into everything we do, but we can’t “redeem”
class warfare if we do nothing but
write a 30 page paper about it.

As most Christian anarchists will
tell you, the struggle of the church
is not just a struggle against organized government, but against all
power structures seeking, essentially,
to take from God the position of
ruler. Ephesians 6:12 says “our
struggle is not against flesh and
blood, but against the rulers, against
the authorities, against the powers
of this dark world and against the
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.” We are struggling to
see the Kingdom of God where no
man has power over another man.
If we are truly to follow in Christ’s
footsteps, should we not model our
lives after His? Shouldn’t we be the
“servant of all?” It’s as though Reaganomics has trickled its way down
into our theology: as if we think we
can create a ripple effect of love and
charity by making it to the top of
our respective ladders of success.
Even our reading of scripture is
affected by the way our society has
informed our faith. We read the story

of the rich young ruler and claim that
Jesus didn’t actually want him to sell
all he had and give it to the poor. We
believe we ought to turn the other
cheek, but not if it means sacrificing
the American dream. We preach that
we ought to give to the poor, but only
if we know they won’t buy drugs.
We as a culture have inserted hundreds of our own Pharisee-esque cultural filters into scripture. The church
has always been counter cultural, and
the fact that it isn’t now should worry
us. The church has always been the
object of hate. The fact that more
people feel hated by the church than
vice versa should worry us.
When Jesus refused to worship
Satan and accept the kingdoms of the
world, He performed the greatest act
of individual anarchism in history.
Jesus’ kingdom, and ours, is not of
this world. We are not citizens of
this world, nor are we subjects of its
governments. We are commanded to
submit to authority, and so we should,
but we should never put the authori-

ties of this world above our obligation
to love. If our governments continue
to divide us, we must be committed
to destroying them lovingly.
Influential Christian anarchist
David Lipscomb said, “It is the duty
of the Christian to submit to the
human government . . . and to seek
its destruction only by spreading the
religion of Christ and so converting
men from service to the earthly government to service to the heavenly
one, and so, too, by removing the
necessity for its existence and work.
No violence, no sword, no bitterness
or wrath can he use. The spread of
the peaceful principles of the Savior,
will draw men out of the kingdoms
of earth into the kingdom of God.”
A college diploma is a sword in the
free market, but as with any sword, it
can be hammered into a plowshare.
I implore you to see your education,
not as a key to a better slot on the
established ladder, but as a tool to be
used in the destruction of evil.

Time to (Nu)Clear the Air
Weighing the pros and cons of alternative energy
by Tim VanVliet
timothy.vanvliet@covenant.edu

After reading the Bagpipe article
about the possibility of wind farms
on the side of Lookout Mountain, I
was in a quandary. Sure, renewable
wind energy would be great, but
at the cost of defacing a beautiful
mountainside? I took my search for
renewable energy to uranium and
the field of nuclear engineering.
My brother Nathaniel, who graduated from Georgia Tech with a degree
in nuclear energy and is the smartest
guy I know, set the record pretty
straight—nuclear energy really is the
way to go. Nuclear energy produces
almost zero pollution aside from a
fraction of spent uranium that can
safely be disposed without environmental side effects somewhere in no
man’s land New Mexico. It produces
zero carbon emissions, making it the
environment’s best friend. The stacks,
which I thought let out some kind of
chemical that produced three headed
frogs, actually release water vapor
that cools the towers.
Of course, it’s hard to forget the
Chernobyl disaster of 1986 and
the Three Mile Island meltdown of
1979; but stringent safety laws in
the United States mean that most
safety procedures are automated—
out of the hands of clumsy humans

and into the motherboards of
computers. Drilling for oil is often
a risky process that places ecosystems at risk. Most coal power plants
release tons of emissions into the
atmosphere. While hydroelectric
power is efficient, most of America’s
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dams are becoming decrepit.
The main kicker between nuclear
energy, wind, and solar power is
the potential and cost. Wind farms
produce low power and cost an arm
and a leg to build, aside from ravishing the natural beauty of deserts,

fields, oceans, and hillsides with
their gray ugliness.
My brother allowed that solar
power has a great deal of potential
and may reach the efficiency of
nuclear energy, but currently it would
take up far too much space for the

amount of energy produced. The
major cost in nuclear energy is actually building the expensive facilities
to handle uranium and keep it from
getting out of control.
But once the facility is built,
presto! You have cheap energy.
According to the World Nuclear
Association, the United States has
104 nuclear reactors (one operated
by the Tennessee Valley Authority
and visible from the school) that
produce 20% of the nation’s power.
Under the Bush administration,
nuclear lobby groups got a boost
and more power plants are slated
to be built. Obama is even more
pro-nuclear power, giving billions
in subsidies and arguing that it is
one of the best ways to address our
energy dependence issues. France
is the country that gets the most of
its power from nuclear energy, with
59 plants that provide a whopping
78.8% of the nation’s power. France
is also the world’s largest net exporter
of energy, giving excess electricity to
surrounding countries. They even
close some power plants on the
weekends because there is too much.
Nuclear energy has a vast reserve of
potential fuel, is cost-effective, and can
reduce dependency on environmentally-toxic oil and coal. While other
possibilities do exist, they are not as
efficient as nuclear energy.
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What to
Watch
by David Pifer
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david.pifer@covenant.edu
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Sports in Review
Bagpipe Staff
bagpipe@covenant.edu

The Good:
Baseball Rights its Course: In
its short existence the Covenant
baseball team has often - at times
unfairly - been the target of jokes
and laughter directed at their low
win percentage. Apparently they've
had enough. Last spring, a Scots
baseball team powered by solid
pitching and the steady bat of Taylor
Oldham managed to rack up 21
wins, a Covenant baseball record.
Even more impressive was the fact
that the team was just one game and
a couple outs away from securing a
first-ever trip to the NCCAA World
Series. Said infielder James Rollins,
“Last year this program had a good
season and took a big step in the
right direction, but we'll be looking
to do even better this year.”
Jackson Slagle's Stunner: It's hard
to think of words to describe the euphoria that players, coaches, and fans
felt when soccer player Jackson Slagle
scored against Oakland City in the
NCCAA Regional Tournament this
past fall. Perhaps the German words
“wunder tor” - translated “wonder
goal” - come close, but even so they
only do slight justice to the powerful, swerving volley that flew beyond
the keeper's reach and into the upper
corner of the net. Said fan Matt
Luther, “That goal was the best I've
ever seen at the collegiate level. It was
truly amazing.” Perhaps even more
amazing were the circumstances. The
strike was the first of two goals in
a memorable Covenant comeback
from a two-goal deficit, and was also
the first of the senior defender's collegiate career.

Lighting Up Scotland Yard: 2010
saw the Scotland Yard soccer field
play host to night games for the first
time in Covenant history, and the
men's and women's soccer teams
did little to dampen the electric
atmosphere. The women won the
inaugural game on the nighttime
pitch, dominating and downing
Oakland City by a 4-0 scoreline after
a Kasey Craft goal ignited the action.
The men took their turn a few days
later, and a David Pifer hat-trick saw
the Scots fend off Emory and Henry
5-0. Combined, the soccer teams
were an impressive 7-2-2 under the
lights, conceding only four goals
over that span. The lit-up field also
played host to the fireworks show
and homecoming games that saw the
Lady Scots defeat Asbury 1-0 behind
Kara Lee’s goal and the men's team–
behind Chris Pifer and Julian Allgeier
doubles–smash LaGrange 5-1.
Young Guns: Covenant's golf team
has fielded some strong competitors
in recent years–namely seniors Dave
Wilkinson and David Spencer–but
this past Fall season proved to be
a changing of the guard of sorts as
freshmen Cameron Lewis and Alex
Mosteller took the reins and guided
the team to new heights. The latter
of these two posted a 36-hole school
record with an even par score of
144, the lowest in Covenant history.
Trailblazers: Jonathan Preg and
Hannah Matthews set the standard
for cross-country this past year,
burning the trails–and the competition–on their way to posting some
of the best placements in Covenant
history. Preg and Matthews both finished in the top-20 at the NCCAA
Nationals, earning All-American
recognition for their achievements.

Matthews also earned the prestigious
Ray Bullock Award for her athletic,
academic, and spiritual successes.
Also of Note: Allgeier's golden goal
gives Covenant soccer a 1-0 victory
over Lee University in overtime;
the women's volleyball team defeats
Maryville on the road in front of
a packed house; Bethany Holman
and the Lady Scot's defense lead the
women's soccer team to a 4-0 start
with no goals allowed.

The Bad:
Basketball Blues: Entering 2011
the men's and women's basketball
teams had combined for a measly
two wins (both by the men) on the
season. The men’s squad (2-11) and
the Lady Scots (0-6) put an end to
a forgettable 2010 that began when
the teams went a combined 7-23
to end the Spring 2010 season. The
men's victory over Spalding University on New Years Eve is the only
thing that kept this from being ugly.
Late Season Lapses: All three
mainstream fall sports put together
impressive regular seasons, but their
postseason efforts failed to follow
suit. After going 10-6-1 on the year
and posting an almost unblemished
home record, the Lady Scots soccer
team folded in the first round of
the NCCAA Regional Tournament
with a 4-0 loss to King College.
The men's soccer team went 13-6
and hosted the Regional Tournament, but lost in a penalty shootout
to Oakland City in the semifinals.
An at-large bid still allowed them
to advance to Nationals, though,
but after narrowly escaping the first
round with a 3-2 victory over Hope
International, the Scots lost their last

two games by a combined 9 goals.
And then there's the volleyball team,
who also put together a winning
record at 19-13, but then lost their
opening two games in postseason
play without winning a single set.

The Ugly:
Disappearing Act: What happened
to women's golf? Jordan Agate was
the only member of a “team” that
didn't contain enough players to officially compete at the collegiate level
last year. Other teams - including
men’s tennis - are facing similar struggles, and one has to wonder if the
transition to NCAA Division III has
anything to do with the recruiting
lull. It is a difficult task recruiting to a
school that offers no athletic scholarships, costs $30,000+ to attend, and
doesn't allow its athletes to compete
in official conference championships
or postseason tournaments besides
the relatively unknown NCCAA.
Hopefully things will take a turn for
the better when Covenant reaches
full-fledged Division III status.
Covenant vs. Bryan: A rivalry that
once defined all that is good in collegiate grudge-matches turned sour
last year when Bryan vandals decided
to leave their “mark” on the Covenant premises. But the bad didn't
stop there. After the vandalism,
things turned ugly when the soccer
game itself was marred by over-thetop crowd control, over-zealous fans,
a red card, parking lot punches, and,
in the end, a 2-0 Covenant loss.
These events then prompted the two
school's athletic departments to cancel all games between the two sides
for the foreseeable future. No more
Bryan Lions. No more red vs. blue.
Things just got too ugly.

1) Men's Basketball and “The
Streak”: The Scots are hot after
back-to-back wins gave them
their first winning streak in over
two years and more wins this season than the last. But at 4-13 the
team still has room to improve,
and it will be exciting to see if
they can continue their newfound success for the rest of 2011.
2) Baseball and Softball Take
Their Bases: The baseball team
went .500 last year and posted
the best record in school history.
This year, they’ll look to claim
the team's first winning season. The good news: the Scots
only lost two seniors last year,
and retained their professional
prospects in Taylor Oldham,
Demarius Johnson, and Tyler
Smith. As for softball, the Lady
Scots were a disappointing 1331 last year, but are looking to
ride their solid preseason form
(two wins in three games) into
the regular season. Practices for
both squads have started, with
the baseball team preparing for
its February 12th opener against
Berea College and the softball
girls getting ready for the February 19th showdown at Berry.
3) Women's Basketball In Need
of Wins: The women's basketball
team is only three years removed
from a national tournament
season, but has only won one
game this season. They need to
gain some confidence. And they
need some support. A couple of
victories would go a long way
in improving all of those things,
and it will be worth watching to
see if that happens.
4) A Hearty Serving of Tennis:
Tennis season is right around the
corner with practices well underway and the teams prepping for
their February 8th showdown at
Berry College. Players to watch
include men's Josh Jeremiah
and the ladies' number one,
Casey Cochran. Perhaps just as
interesting, though, will be the
success of those players who
make the squad via the open
tryout. The college announced
its plans for the tryout last week,
and you never know if a rags-toriches story lies in the arm of an
untested walk-on.

