theBAGPIPE
bagpipeonline.com

SEPTEMBER 8, 2010

VOL.57 NO.1

Still swingin’

Students hung up
about hammock
rules pages 2 & 6

COVENANT ON

CAMERA
by Adrienne Belz

Adrienne.Belz@covenant.edu

Covenant’s first new security
camera system is up and running
with 22 video cameras keeping an
eye on campus.
Greg Ford, Safety and Security
Coordinator, said that if nothing
else he wants the 22 new cameras
to act as a deterrent to theft. Most
of the cameras are nestled in nooks
of the ceilings in residential main
entrances, but both gymnasium
entry ways have them, and last week
a few were hung in the Great Hall,
according to Ford.
Brad Voyles, vice president for
student development and dean of
students, said he puts a “very high
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premium” on taking care of students. This latest installment follows
the ScotsCard residential security
created a few years ago, the tornado
and intruder drill system, and more
evening security guards.
The system cost the school
$22,000, Ford said, a figure that
had several students raising their
eyebrows.
“Why are they spending
$22,000 on them when it feels like
something we don’t need at all?”
questioned Matthew Higgins, a
junior from Signal Mountain, Tenn.
Ford said some faculty have also
complained about the school spending money in unnecessary places
during poor economic times

Ford explained that the theft
problems at Covenant are bigger
than one might expect, and other
administrators saw the installment
as a proactive measure.
“Covenant wants to take reasonable precautions,” said President
Niel Nielson. Nielson said he was
surprised at the low cost of Covenant’s system compared to those
of other schools, saying that he
thought the bill would be five times
what it was.
Before acquiring the system,
safety and security staff studied how
16 peer college campuses were using
cameras for safety. Peer colleges
see Covenant increases security
measures page 3

Remembering Jean Belz (1919-2010)
by the Bagpipe Staff
Bagpipe@covenant.edu

Jean Belz, an integral part
of Covenant College’s founding
and growth, died on August 31 in
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. She was 91.
Mrs. Belz’s husband Max was one
of the founding board members of
Covenant College. All eight of her
children attended Covenant College, 26 of her 31 grandchildren,
and four of her 31 great-grandchildren have attended or are attending
now. She was a treasured friend,
surrogate mother, and surrogate
grandmother to many, including
many in the Covenant community.
“Jean Belz has left an indelible
mark on Covenant College,” said
President Niel Nielson, who cited

her support of Max and her many
children, grandchildren, and greatgrandchildren who have attended
Covenant. “It’s not just a matter of
her blood flowing in their veins; it’s
her legacy of love for the gospel, the
church, the family, Christian education, and the treasures of hard
work and faithful service – that’s
the never-fading mark that Jean
Belz has left on Covenant.”
A large circle of family and
friends gathered at Cono Christian School near Walker, Iowa to
celebrate Mrs. Belz’s life and testimony last Saturday. Throughout
the radiant autumn afternoon, the
group sang hymns, shared stories,
and gave testimony of the gospel
which shaped Mrs. Belz’s life. The

following is an excerpt of an obituary written by her son, Joel Belz
and published in the Cedar Rapids
Gazette this past weekend. –Kate
Harrison
JEAN FRANZENBURG BELZ
was born on Thursday, May 8,
1919, in Dolliver, Iowa. Her father,
Paul Franzenburg, was an immigrant from Germany, who had
earlier married a widowed mother
of three—Bertha Watkins. To Paul
and Bertha were born five more
children: Paul Jr., Jean, Ruth, Wilhemina, and Collyn.
The coming of the Great Depression meant that Jean and her
see Jean Belz page 3
Max Belz
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Students strung out over hammock rules ScotsCard
by Annie Huntington
annie.huntington@covenant.edu

In the continuing effort to
enhance the face of Covenant’s
campus, Student Development has
begun emphasizing rules regarding
the use of hammocks on school
property, including the possibility
of confiscation and fines. Most of
the hammock policy isn’t new, but
it has not been heavily enforced in
the past.
The policy, which can be found
in the Residence Hall Manual,
includes a statement compelling
students to take down their hammocks when not in use, as well as
physical specifications for hanging
them up.
A recent addition to the policy
prohibits students from hanging
hammocks in front of Carter Hall,
referred to as “our ‘front yard’” in a
campus-wide email.
In addition to the hammocks
cropping up near Carter Hall, the
grassy knoll in front of the Kresge
Memorial Library (dubbed “the
Crater”) has become a whirlpool
of netting and nylon around the
clock, and students can expect
changes there as well.
Sophomore Mason Hodges
views the hammocks as a welcoming gesture juxtaposed with
the school’s motto displayed at
Covenant’s entrance. “I think
[the hammocks] give outsiders a
window into residence life,” he said.

Student development draws tighter lines in policy debacle
by Peter McCrory

peter.mccrory@covenant.edu

Garrett Reid

A student lounges in Covenant’s crater, a popular (and accepted) place for hammocks.

“It represents us accurately—‘in
all things Christ preeminent,’ and
we’re children at heart…. we like to
be in trees.”
Dean of Students Brad Voyles
appreciates the community-building
aspect of hammocks but discourages the ghost-town emptiness when
students aren’t around. “It’s a great
scene to see a group of kids hanging
out on hammocks with someone

strumming the guitar, but they can’t
end up flopping in the wind the
next day.”
Sophomore Robbie Brown sympathizes with the desire to keep the
front of Carter Hall clear of hammocks as well as the guidelines for
safe hammock set-up, but added,
“Leaving my hammock up in the
Crater is a way of inviting my Covenant brothers and sisters to share

in what I am able to offer them.”
“The Crater has become a place
of fellowship and casual study that
is unparalleled on campus,” said
senior Luke Granholm.
Members of the grounds crew
who have been assigned the task of
confiscating non-compliant hammocks said they were not permitted
to comment on the situation.

Covenant increases security measures
Continued from On Camera page 1

like Carson-Newman, Dordt, and
Taylor had anywhere from 50 to
150 cameras all throughout each
campus.
Other schools in the Chattanooga area like Southern Adventist
University and The University of
Tennessee in Chattanooga have
heavy camera coverage. Ford said
Covenant’s system wasn’t installed
because other schools had systems
but it was “helpful to see that installing a system wouldn’t make us
radically different than these other
institutions.”

No one is sitting behind a desk
24/7 watching the monitors for
the cameras; Voyles and Ford both
think such surveillance is both unnecessary and unprofitable.
Ford can only watch people
enter a few steps into the building before they disappear from the
camera’s view.
“The truth is, if we were looking for things then we would have
placed the cameras in totally different places,” said Ford. “Our intent
is only to go back and review segments of the tape if it would help us
investigate a concern or complaint

brought to us by a member of the
faculty, staff, or student body,” said
Ford.
Voyles or Ford would then
watch the recorded video to look
for the culprit entering and exiting
the building. Ford said that the
tapes will be recorded over in cycles
of two weeks, erasing previous
recordings.
Nielson said the cameras are not
a threat to students’ privacy. “We
don’t want to be invasive but being
able to monitor ingress and egress
in buildings gives us one more way
to be responsible for the building.”

The school could choose to
have zero or even 500 cameras but
it doesn’t guarantee safety, Nielson
said. He emphasized that no campus lives in a bubble completely safe
from theft or danger.
In the future, Ford said that
Campus Safety and Security plans to
put cameras in parking lots and add
to the current system with cameras in
academic buildings. “I would love to
eventually have cameras located at the
main entrance and exit doors of every
building on campus,” said Ford.

From the outset of the school
year, the ScotsCard system caused
problems for students, but the
sources of the snags are not always
easy to identify.
Card snafus began on the day
that returning students arrived. As
in years past, returning on-campus
students expected their meal plan to
begin the same day that residence
halls opened back up for them. This
year, the official academic calendar
had students returning Tuesday
Aug. 24, but the meal plan started
the following day.
Although anticipating a meal
in the Great Hall, many students
couldn't use their ScotsCards the
first evening back on campus.
According to Tom Schriener,
Director of Auxiliary Services, the
change was accidental.
“I don’t remember the last
time we did that any other time
than Tuesday night.” As Schreiner
explained, there was a miscommunication between three different
offices: Student Development, Auxiliary Services, and the ScotsCard
office.
Frustrated at not having access
to the meal plan, sophomore Cornelius Hegeman said, “I basically
ate Life cereal until the meal plan
started up. It sucks to be jet-lagged
and hungry.”
Despite the mishap, students
could scan into lunch using their
ScotsCards the following day.
Schreiner said that communication
would be better next year.
Some students also experienced
trouble accessing dorm entryways.
The beginning of each year is
notorious for ScotsCard residential
building access.
Greg Ford, Safety and Security
Coordinator, explained that issues
usually arise when the system is
turned back on after a summer
hiatus.
Inability to access dorms could
be caused by either the card or the
system. ScotsCard and Safety and
Security Services Coordinator Daniel Dupree said, “If your card beeps
- has any kind of response from
a reader - that means your card is
See ScotsCards page 3

Faculty Quote of the Week

Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“Just come ask me for help; I’ve got my library sweater on.”
-John Holberg in SIP research class

3 | News/Opinion
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Skimping ScotsCards
Continued from ScotsCards page 2

okay. The problem lies within the
system.”
Although some issues are cardrelated, the upsurge of problems at
the beginning of the year is related
to the system. Each access door
contains a solenoid, a cylindrical
wire that acts as a magnet when
carrying an electric current. When
activated, the solenoid triggers the
door to unlock.
Rather than issuing thousands
of I.D. cards to campers during the
summer, the card access system is
turned off.
Ford explained, “That little sole-

noid has power to it and it’s holding
that latch open for three and a half
months, 24-7.” When the system is
turned back on, the solenoid might
fry from being strained all summer
long, causing the door to remain
locked. Ford continued, “That’s
why once we go live with the system
there are so many doors that won’t
open, won’t scan, won’t shut.”
The solenoid inside the third
lobby door to Founders fried when
the system was turned back on.
The door remains temporarily unlocked and propped open until the
solenoid is replaced. As a result, the
campus security guard now patrols
Founders more heavily to maintain

the same level of safety.
Often times, however, the
problem is particular to individual
students. When asked about these
specific cases, Ford stated, “The
truth is, there are random cards
that just stop working.” Whatever
problems students experience, Daniel Dupree stressed the importance
of reporting them to the ScotsCard
office, “If they don’t come in, I can’t
do anything.”
If students are unable to access
the Great Hall or their dorm building when the ScotsCard office is
closed, Ford explained, they may
obtain emergency cards from their
Resident Director.

9 Reasons why we need the Bagpipe
by Kate Harrison, Editor in Chief
Kate.Harrison@covenant.edu

In the age of crumbling newspaper
empires, it’s nice to know that The
Bagpipe has a guaranteed readership. You don’t need to subscribe.
You don’t have to put quarters in a
slot. You probably just picked this
up off some table in some lobby. So
I don’t really have to convince you
to read it—it’s just there for the taking, something good to peruse over
your Cheerios.
But I want to challenge you in
how you read it. I’d encourage you
not to just flip to the faculty quote
and then to your favorite section
before flinging it in your growing
stack of class handouts.
Try reading it as if you subscribed.
Your peers’ research and opinions
are valuable, and the things they’re
reporting on affect you.
The Bagpipe helps us practice
news writing, but it also helps us
practice news reading. Reading local
community news—Covenant news,
in this case—helps us to become
better neighbors.

In just a few years, we are going
to be working jobs, paying taxes,
electing government officials, facing
crime, and sending our kids to local
schools. Whether we realize it or
not, we’ll play a key role in how we
shape our neigborhood.
With these higher stakes, being
informed is not an option. But if we
get in the habit of paying attention
to local news and asking questions
now, we’ll be more understanding
and useful members of our communities.
Here are just a few reasons why
we need our local papers (The Bagpipe, in this case), and why it would
do you good to be a committed and
critical reader of them.
1. It seeks to hold members of our
community accountable: Administration, faculty, staff, student senate,
and clubs. We’ve entrusted them
with big jobs, and we want to know
how they’re doing—for better and
for worse.
2. It makes people carefully
research and coherently write out
their opinions instead of flying off

the handle at dinner.
3. It gives a chance for people to
provide multiple perspectives of a
complex issue.
4. There are some sports games even
the most devoted fans can’t get to.
5. There are shows youshoudl atphoto
by Garrett
Ried
tend, movies you
should
avoid, and
restaurants you should sample.
6. It helps spread important messages. For example, DREW BELZ,
WILL YOU GO TO KILTER
WITH ME?
7. It helps us keep track of our
history. Did you know that Covenant
once had an educational program
for Slovak business leaders? Read the
December 8, 1995 issue.
8. It functions as a barometer of
student thought. It gives us a sense of
how we’re engaging with the world.
9. The school needs your ideas and
criticisms to becomebetter. This paper
is a forum for that. We want your
feedback and your input. Send us letters, ask us questions, or better yet…
write for us.

Write for News
Email Adrienne.Belz@covenant.edu

siblings moved from small town to
small town. Their 1934 arrival in
Conrad, however, right at the center
of Iowa, signaled the end of that
nomadic life and the establishment
at last of a sound business that continued for the next generation.
More significantly, the move to
Conrad brought about the providential intersection between Jean’s
life as a young high school junior
with that of Max Belz, a third
generation grain, lumber, and coal
dealer whose parents were mainstays
in Conrad. Even after relocating to
Excelsior Springs, Mo., and starting
journalism studies at the University
of Missouri, Max found his heart
tugged toward Conrad—partly to
join his father in business but perhaps mostly to pursue an even more
passionate love.
The two were wed when Jean
was 18. Two years later, the young
couple’s own family of eight children began to arrive. Julie (Lutz),
Joel, Mark, Mary (Kaufmann),
Tim, Nathaniel, Andrew, and Sara
(Drexler) all survive their mother,
along with 31 grandchildren and 31
more great-grandchildren.
Fully as significant as her biological family, though, was the work
God did in Jean’s heart (along
with that of her husband Max)
during the 1940s. Their business prospered—but the gospel of
God’s Word prospered even more,
prompting them to leave everything
they had in 1946 to invest themselves in the work of the church
and, ultimately, Christian education. Through the Bible Presbyterian Church at Cono, Cono Christian School and Covenant College,
thousands of lives were profoundly
shaped over the next 64 years.
Max died in 1978. For 32 more
years, from the center of Cono’s
campus, her role as mother, teacher,
essayist and perceptive reader,
correspondent, wise friend, Godly
counselor, homemaker, gardener,
musician and sports fan continued
only slightly diminished.
Through all her 91 years, Jean
Belz’s frugality—with money,
possessions, time, and words—
equipped and enabled her to be
generous with others. She knew
from experience that salvation is not
something to be earned, but a gift
from God. And she lived her whole
long life passing God’s good gifts on
to those around her.
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Boister Does Buster
by Austin Humbles

austin.humbles@covenant.edu

College students don’t often
gather to voluntarily watch silent
movies. Crafted before the advent
of now-familiar plot devices and
character conventions, they present
plenty of obstacles for a young
audience.
Music is perhaps the only way to
bridge the gap. It can provide easily
recognizable cues and a plane on
which viewers can connect emotionally with a work that would
otherwise seem foreign. Boister is
an experimental ensemble of six
musicians from Baltimore whose
music attempts to do just that.
Co-hosted by Covenant’s Campus
Activities Board (CAB) and the

Film Club and led by composer
Anne Watts, they kicked off concert
series in the Chapel on Aug. 3 with
a live rendition of their score for the
1927 silent film Steamboat Bill, Jr.
Watts has written a number of
film scores with Boister for museums and art projects, and has a particular fondness for the silent films
of the mid twenties. Her music
makes use of piano, guitar, drums,
and clarinet as well as less traditional soundtrack instruments such
as hand-claps and her own voice.
Boister’s score for Steamboat Bill,
Jr. was originally commissioned by
the Walters Art Museum in 1992.
The piece is an ode to an era that
seeks to revitalize the critically
acclaimed work of Buster Keaton,

the star and director of the film.
Watts is clearly passionate about
film and particularly about Keaton.
Her score masterfully accompanies
his onscreen slapstick comedy: her
music flips, flies, and falls in perfect
harmony with his breathtaking
stunts.
Being neither a film buff nor
an avid listener of film scores, I
wasn’t sure what to expect from
the concert. Film is seldom used
as a central element of live musical
performances; pictures on a screen
are usually just something to look
at while Bono is changing his outfit
for the next song. So I was surprised
when Boister took the stage and sat
down at their instruments facing
the projector screen.

The lights dimmed, and they performed the entire score in the dark,
watching the harrowing onscreen
antics as intently as everyone else
in the room. Though they obviously used sheet music, their focus
lent an air of improvisation to their
performance. Hearing the bass clarinet toot along with the steamboats
and the piano following Keaton’s
frantic footsteps truly brought the
film to life.
When the film was over, Watts
opened the floor for questions from
students. Although the Chapel’s
acoustics sometimes made it difficult for her to hear their questions,
her gracious responses made her
admiration for Keaton all the more
clear. She offered a compelling his-

tory of his battle against increasing
constraints on artistic freedom from
a profit-driven film industry--a
struggle she clearly identified with
as a talented musician relying on
grants to fund her vision. I doubt
anyone left the concert without a
new-found (or renewed) curiosity
for silent films and the oft-forgotten
legends that created them.
Old films can be challenging to
fully appreciate, but Watts’ devotion
to Keaton was infectious. Boister’s
jazz-influenced sound evoked the
spirit of the twenties and brought
new life to a film that might not
otherwise capture a young audience.

ARCADE FIRE KEEPS BURNING
by Hannah Irwin

hannah.irwin@covenant.edu

Anticipated, feared, psycho-analyzed, patiently awaited (or not-sopatiently snatched off the internet),
downplayed by some, praised by
most--ladies and gentlemen, please
welcome The Suburbs.
On first buying the album--which I
felt deserved the process of physically driving to the store and placing
two five dollar bills in the cashier’s
hands--I was expecting the usual
gush of nostalgia and lyrical complexity that we all love in Arcade
Fire.
I hit the play button: title track
sounds good. “Modern Man”
keeps my foot tapping with its
steady but inventive guitar and bass

undertones. The music itself draws
listeners in, but song writers Win
Butler and Régine Chassagne have
managed to use that emotional
powerhouse that is the sound of
Arcade Fire to do more than simply
overwhelm with passion.
The Suburbs is the best fusion
of music and lyrics that this clan
from Canada has come up with
yet. The themes introduced in
former albums Funeral and Neon
Bible--emptiness, childhood fears,
religion--are still there, but coupled
with that is music that accurately
embodies those themes instead of
just providing a back-up for them.
The progression of The
Suburbs functions as a whole rather
than a series of songs, and while

more than a few of the tracks are
able to stand on their own, much
more is gained when the album is
listened to as a whole.
The title track gives us a context for
the band’s bleak philosophy about
the suburbs: “But by the time the
first bombs fell we were already
bored,” and “In my dream I was
almost there then they pulled me
aside and said you’re going nowhere.”
“Rococo” builds and builds with its
darkly humorous depiction of hipsters, made even more tragic by the
pulsing and ethereal strings and guitar duet building behind it. By the
See Smouldering Suburbs
page 6

Summer at the Cinema

by Daniel Tucker
Daniel Tucker, who worked at a movie theatre this summer, lists the best and worst summer had to offer

Best Film: Iron Man 2
Worst Film: MacGruber

Summer started off with a bang
as director Jon Favreau’s Iron Man
2 hit theaters, dominating the top
box office spot for two weeks. The
film focused more on action scenes

and setting up The Avengers than on
character development and a logical
storyline. Nevertheless, it was an
above-average popcorn flick. Speaking of above-average popcorn flicks,
the last two weeks in May belonged
to DreamWorks’ Shrek: Forever After.
Although the fourth and final Shrek
installment was the lowest-grossing of
the Shrek movies, it was a satisfying
conclusion for the franchise - despite
its predictable plot.
Other May releases fell short.
Robin Hood was a bore, bereft of
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MAY

the jollity and adventure of other
adaptations. Another major flop
was Sex and the City 2--it made more
than half of its revenue overseas.
Romantic comedies like Just Wright
and Letters to Juliet appealed to
their demographic but few others.
MacGruber, a film based on the
popular SNL character, was out of
most theaters within two weeks of its
release. Why? It was horrible.
WWW.COLLIDER.COM

JUNE
Best Film: Toy Story 3
Worst Film: Jonah Hex

June brought us one of the
worst comic book movies of all
time, Jonah Hex, and another
nauseating talking-animal movie,
Marmaduke. But it also gave us
Toy Story 3. The consensus among

Best Film: Toy Story 2
Worst Film: Jonah Hex
July proved - more than any other
month - that the summer of 2010
was more about quantity than quality. But with the release of Inception,
audiences were able to forgive the
mediocrity of other films and bask
in the masterpiece. Christopher
Nolan’s long-awaited, follow-up to
The Dark Knight isn’t just the best
film of the summer, but one of the

critics was that the conclusion to
Pixar’s most beloved franchise was
well worth a watch, or 3. Audiences seemed to agree, as Toy Story
3 is currently the highest grossing
film of the year. The Karate Kid
was a reboot of the popular 80’s
franchise and this was also a family favorite. Grown Ups was the
first hit comedy of the summer.
Starring Adam Sandler, Kevin
James, Chris Rock, Rob Schneider, and David Spade, Grown

best films of the decade. It remains
in the weekend box office top ten
more than seven weeks after its
release.
Girls were bloodthirsty over the
highly-anticipated vampire flick that
made $30 million from midnight
showings alone. Twilight: Eclipse,
the third and best addition to the
Twilight saga was a popular choice
among audiences, becoming the
third highest grossing film of the
summer. Fortunately, Inception
and Eclipse were not eclipsed by
ANOTHER talking animal movie.
Cats and Dogs 2: The Revenge of Kitty
Galore is a pointless sequel about

Ups gave Toy Story 3 a good run
for its money during the Pixar
film’s second week of release.
Splice, an indie sci-fi flick
about the dangers of cloning was
original and engaging throughout
the first half of the film. However,
the second half veers into some
disturbingly graphic territory. In
Knight and Day, James Mangold’s
film had a lot of positive things
going for it but was unjustly
labeled a flop.

eight or nine years too late. Somehow worse than Cats and Dogs 2
was The Last Airbender. It was the
worst film of the year. The story was
bland and the characters one-dimensional. Those seeking a good family
movie are better off seeing Despicable
Me, the second best animated film of
the year.
The Kids Are All Right, starring Annette Benning and Julianne Moore,
wrapped up July with one of the best
scripts of the year. In a rare case of
the market rewarding good screenplays, it became the most successful
indie film of the summer.

JULY

AUGUST
Best Film: Scott Pilgrim
Worst Film: Vampires Suck
It’s a shame that the best film of
August was one of the summer’s biggest flops. Scott Pilgrim vs. the World,
starring Michael Cera, was one of
the most original, nerdy (in a good

way), and funny films of the summer. Only opening at number five,
Scott Pilgrim undeservedly dropped
out of the box office top ten within
three weeks.
Starring just about every action
star in the business, The Expendables
succeeded where July’s Salt did not
by providing a simple story as the
background for seat ripping action
sequences. The Other Guys was one

of the summer’s last big comedies.
Directed by Adam McKay (Anchorman, Talladega Knights) and starring
Will Ferrell and Mark Wahlberg, it is
the film responsible for knocking Inception off the number one weekend
spot. Though it is nowhere near the
quality of Nolan’s work, The Other
Guys provides a lot of laughs and guy
humor – something the majority of
the summer’s comedies lacked.

4 | Opinion/Arts

A CALL TO CONSISTENCY Smoldering Suburbs
Hammock hooplah hurts Hausler’s heart
by Micah Hausler
micah.hausler@covenant.edu

Last week, the Student Development Office sent an email to students stating that “One addition to
the [hammock] policy for this year
is that we will not be allowing hammocks at any time in front of Carter or any other part of our ‘front
yard.’” The announcment has left
some students in uproar, especially
as enforcement of the established
policy, which states, “Hammocks
must be removed when they are not
in use, or they will be confiscated
by the Grounds Department,” has
been anywhere from inconsistent to
totally absent. The previously established policy even stated, “Failure to
comply will result in loss of privileges and can include a fine.”
During past years, students have
strung their hammocks in the Crater, behind Founders Hall, and near
Jackson Pond and left them out
through the ice and snow and sun-disregarding the policy. The fact that
there are more and more students
with hammocks has caused owners
to group them, stack them, and look
for new places to hang them. This,
combined with spotty enforcement,
has resulted in students leaving
hammocks in the “front yard.” The
college has decided that because of

policy violations, it would be better
to have an area uncluttered by unattended hammocks.
I believe that if students had followed the guidelines set in place,
this update to the policy would not
have occurred. I am not against
hammocks at all; I love them. I
even have two. I myself have enjoyed relaxing in a hammock near
the overlook, and I am disappointed
that this simple pleasure is no longer
available.
The college wants to convey a
clean, presentable image to visitors
when they first arrive on campus.
This is understandable, but I think
that using the “front yard” wording
causes many hammock owners to
feel that, in turn, the college does
not want students to be a part of that
first impression of campus. (This is
obviously not the case as any visit
very much involves students, but
the wording still stings.) For many
schools, the main entrance and flagship building is not typically a student center. Covenant has a unique
dilemma; on one side they want to
maintain a great first impression of
campus, on the other they want to
allow students to enjoy the beauty
of our campus.
I do not think that banning
hammocks from the Carter Hall
area was the best way to communi-

cate to the student body that the old
policy would be enforced. I think it
would have been better to communicate to students that prior policy
would be enforced with the stated
consequences, like confiscation of
unattended hammocks or fines, before a partial ban was imposed.
The email concluded with,
“Please continue to feel free to
string hammocks in the other parts
of campus as long as you comply
with the policy below.” The college is obviously not trying to hide
hammocks from view altogether,
and any visitors to the campus will
plainly see this.
Some students repeatedly violated stated policy, and it now affects
everyone. I think the college acted
hastily. It would have been better to
enforce previous policy before disallowing compliant students from enjoying the “front yard.” I also think
it would be reasonable to allow
certain areas, such as the Crater, to
be permissible hammock hanging
zones. People genuinely enjoy being
able to use others’ hammocks without having to put them up and take
them down every use.
In the end, our goal is to honor
Christ in how we interact with each
other and subject ourselves to the
community guidelines.

CARTOON BY ANDREW SHAUGHNESSY

Continued from Arcade Fire page 4

time the song reaches its climax
and the band has its listeners completely overwhelmed with feeling,
the album throws us the agitated
opening to “Empty Room” with
its frantic strings and loud voices.
The emotional progression of the
album is relentless in its drive. Just
like suburban life.
The flow of the project
continues with two two-part
pieces “Half Light” and “Sprawl.”
The latter song finds the narrator begging: “Pray to God I won’t
live to see the death of everything
that’s wild.” The Suburbs’ central
struggle is understanding what
has really happened growing up

in our perfectly spaced houses
and manicured lawns. There is a
longing throughout the album for
solitude and simplicity amidst the
delirious, maddening pace we set
for ourselves: “I need the darkness.
Someone, please cut the lights.”
The only problem is, not everyone knows what to do with that
solitude once it’s theirs.
The album’s closer, “The Suburbs
(Continued),” brings us full circle
with a subdued, sweeping reprise
of the opening track: “If I could
have it back, all the time that we
wasted, I’d only waste it again.”
Butler’s point is clear: suburban
life is a dead end.

Mosque
at Ground
Zero?

history.
According to its website, (cordo
bainitiative.org) the organization
strives to “cultivate multi-cultural
and multi-faith understanding
across minds and borders.” This
sounds much more high-minded
and praiseworthy than the way
many who proclaim to be Christians have responded to Islam. (I’m
thinking here, for example, of Pastor Terry Jones of the Dove World
Outreach Center in Florida who
is planning “International Burn a
Koran Day” on September 11.)
Although I’m not sure the
Cordoba Initiative is everything it
claims to be, I respect their efforts
to promote peace and understanding. Forbidding them from building
the center would violate the right
of religious freedom which is so
foundational to America.
If the Cordoba House was a
threat for national security, then
it would be a different matter. But
I don’t think that it is a threat; it
reminds me instead of the American Muslims that I have known, the
Muslims who are totally appalled
and grieved by terrorism and extremism. They are hospitable, kind,
and diligent in doing good. When
I think of Muslims, I think of the
welcoming faces of neighbors at Eid
and the wry smile on the face of my
best friend. I think of the Muslims
that Jesus Christ our Lord zealously
loves and pursues, in the same way
He pursues you and me.
Therefore, as His servants we
must compassionately embrace the
complexities of issues like this as
we search for the deeper story. As
we fight violence and injustice, we
must also share our Savior’s heart
for all people, who are at once both
the victims and the villains.

Misunderstanding
fuels fear and conflict
by Anna Wiersema
anna.wierema@covenant.edu

I was out of the U.S. for two
months this summer and cut off
from my constant IV-drip of news.
When I was en route back home,
waiting out a three hour layover in
O’Hare, I suddenly found myself
plunged back into the caustic cycle
of U.S. news coverage. The current hot topic? The Ground-Zero
Mosque.
Although I agreed that the
former location of the World Trade
Center would not be a particularly
sensitive location to construct a
mosque, I was even more appalled
by the hateful way I heard the issue
approached. Many public figures
such as Newt Gingrich, former
Speaker of the House, described the
projected building as a type of “memorial to terrorism” and expressed
their mistrust and dislike of Islam
in no uncertain terms.
As I researched further, it became clear to me that the situation,
unsurprisingly, was more complex
than the media had presented it to
be. There is not a mosque going
to be built on Ground Zero. The
planned structure - a cultural center
- will be located two blocks from
the site. The Cordoba House, as
it will be called, is a project of the
Cordoba Initiative which derives
its name from the Spanish city
renowned for its rich, multi-cultural
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Volleyball Team
Learns Early
Lessons

GARRETT REID

by Chris Rollins
chris.rollins@covenant.edu

The Covenant College women’s
volleyball team began the 2010 season in thrilling fashion last Thursday evening when junior Kristin
Dahlstrand served up a fiery ace to
win the Lady Scots their first set
of the season and send the rowdy
Covenant crowd erupting into a
chorus of cheers.
Up 1-0 against a strong and
competitive Berry College side,
the Lady Scots battled hard, but
ultimately succumbed to the visiting Vikings in four sets. After such
a tough opening loss it would have
been easy for members of the team
to hang their heads and dwell on
past mistakes. But the squad set

out to learn from those mistakes
and correct them in preparation for
the University of Virginia’s College at Wise (UVA-Wise) team that
awaited them just two days down
the road.
Building upon first game positives
like junior Jessie Jakes’ ten kills and
Dahlstrand’s 28 assists, the team
was able to take the court against
UVA-Wise on Saturday carrying
a little chip on its shoulders. A
victory was wanted, and a victory
is what the Lady Scots received,
sweeping the visitors three sets
to none en route to avenging the
opening day loss.
“We just took what we learned
from our first loss to Berry and
used it to improve and win in our

second game against UVA-Wise,”
said junior Bailey Daffron after the
game. “We played tough and kept
the intensity level high the whole
game,”added freshman Estes Carlson. “It’s nice to get the first win
under your belt.”
After their first victory of the
young season the ladies were hoping
to continue the winning trend in
front of yet another strong home
crowd that seemed to be growing
in number with each game. Sitting
at 1-1 on the year, Covenant knew
a win over the University of the
Cumberlands in game three would
push the team over five hundred,
but the ladies put themselves in
an early hole by losing the first set
25-18. After the initial set, the two

sides then seesawed until the final,
fifth set was the only dividing line
between victory and defeat. But
even that was a back-and-forth affair, as neither side seemed willing
to give in. Eventually though, the
visitors pulled through, winning the
final set 15-12 and the match by an
agonizingly close 3-2 score.
Despite ending the weekend with
a 1-2 record, the team is still optimistic about its upcoming season.
“We have every reason to be very
excited about this year,” said Jakes,
a junior. “With our talent, both
returning and new, I have no doubt
that this will be a great year for the
Lady Scots volleyball team. Our
losses are disappointing, but not
disheartening. We now know the

areas we need to strengthen and will
work through this week at practice
to prepare ourselves for the Berry
tournament this weekend.”
“With only one practice to regroup
after our loss to Berry, I was thrilled
with the strides our team made in the
Saturday matches,” said Head Coach
Heather Taylor. “We are working
on developing the mental toughness that’s necessary to thrive on the
pressure of competition and remain
determined, confident, and resilient
in challenging situations.”
The team will have its next chance
to display those characteristics when it
travels to the Berry College Invitational this weekend. The matches are
set for 3:00 and 7:00 on Friday, and
1:00 and 3:00 on Saturday.

Number of new
volleyball recruits
(Estes Carlson) on
the team this year.

0

Number of goals
scored by senior
forward Julian
Allgeier in three
matches for the
Scot’s soccer team
so far this season.
He leads the team
in scoring to this
point.

1

Number of new
baseball recruits
slated to tryout
for the team this
year.

3

The number of
assists that junior
Kristin Dahlstrand
racked up in the
volleyball team’s
season opening
loss to Berry
College.

27

The cost, in
dollars, of the
Scotland Yard
Lights Initiative.
The project, which
was completed
this July after
three years of
waiting, was
funded largely by
alumni gifts.

28

$200,000

Covenant College Athletics: By the Numbers
The number of
goals allowed
by the women’s
soccer team and
starting goalkeeper Bethany
Holman so far this
season. They’re
3-0 on the year.
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LET THERE BE LIGHT
Women’s soccer ignites Scotland Yard on opening night

GARRETT REID

by Tyler Smith
tyler.smith@covenant.edu

Upon hearing the phrase “Friday
Night Lights,” it is not uncommon
for the mind to wander towards
visions of jubilant cheerleaders,
over-the-top pep rallies, and the
other various “amenities” so often
associated with high school football.
But this past Friday night, Covenant College was able to give a
new meaning to the phrase “Friday
Night Lights” that doesn't invoke
images associated with football (the
American version at least.) Instead,
it was the soccer, being played for
the first time at night on Scotland
Yard when the Lady Scots soccer
team opened at home against the
Oakland City Mighty Oaks.
For decades, soccer at Covenant
has been played in the daylight,
with most games being held on Saturday afternoons or in the evening
on weekdays. Now, with the newly
added lights on Scotland Yard, both
the soccer program and its fans
will be able to enjoy the benefits of

Men’s
Soccer

VS.

experiencing games at night.
“Playing last Friday at night felt
perfect,” said senior midfielder
Kasey Craft. “The atmosphere was
amazing, not only because of the
lights, but also because of the fans.
Both of them coming together really pumped us up and helped turn
our game around.”
Winning scorelines and the large
fan support witnessed in the Lady
Scots’ electric 4-0 home-opening
victory are just the types of outcomes that the school is hoping to
see more of as a result of the new
lights. And, if the first match on
Scotland Yard was any indication,
the night games won't be a letdown.
The crowd at Scotland Yard was
limited to standing room only by
game time, and was supercharged
and ready to witness the Lady Scots
challenge Oakland City from the
first whistle. The ladies, inspired
by the aura, the ambiance, and the
attention, pelted the Mighty Oak's
goalkeeper with shot after shot.
Despite all of their attempts

Sewanee W (3-1)
Emory University L (0-2)
Gullford College W (3-0)
Averett University L (2-4)

during the first half, the Lady Scots
were unable to find the back of the
net, and they went into halftime
tied at 0-0. In the second half
though, the Lady Scots found their
rhythm, scoring just a minute into
the action. Sophomore forward
Lauren Probst's powerful shot was
deflected by Oakland City's keeper,
and senior Kasey Craft was on-hand
to tuck away the rebound off the inside of the post for a 1-0 Covenant
lead.
After the goal, the Lady Scots
continued to mount the pressure on
the Mighty Oaks, and in the 55th
minute, sophomore forward Sheri
Koenig scored an empty-netter to
send the scoreline to 2-0 and the
crowd into a frenzy of cheers.
Still wanting more, the ladies
continued to press, with sophomore
forward Amy Dykstra's shot from
the left side of the box bending just
over the keeper’s outstretched arms
for the third goal of the night and
her second of the season. Riding
high, the ladies were comfortably

Women’s
Soccer

VS.

Bryan W (3-0)
Oakland City W (4-0)
Campbellsville W (1-0)

enjoying their 3-0 lead when junior
midfielder Dana Streufert made
the night even more memorable
by sending her 18-yard shot sailing
into the top corner of the net to
solidify a 4-0 victory and truly give
Scotland Yard a proper nighttime
inauguration.
“It was really exciting to be able
to play the first game under the
lights,” said senior captain Caitlin
Ezell after the game. “We came out
a little timid, and I think our nerves
got to us in the first half, but we
really turned it on and capitalized
on the opportunities we had in the
second half.”
After Friday's victory, the Lady
Scots had little time to celebrate, as
it was less than 15 hours before they
would have to be back out on the
pitch to square off against Campbellsville University. And after taking the field on Saturday, it quickly
became apparent that beating
Campbellsville was going to prove a
tougher test than the one posed by
Oakland City the night before.

Women’s
Volleyball

VS.

Despite looking second best
to a solid Campbellsville team
throughout the early stages of the
contest, the Lady Scots were able
to turn the game around and find
a breakthrough in the final stages
of the match. With the score tied
at 0-0, senior midfielder Elisabeth
Oates proved to be the spark that
the Lady Scots needed, becoming
the hero when her right-footed shot
guided the ball into the net for the
game-winning goal in a hard-fought
1-0 victory.
“I was just in the right place at
the right time,” said Oates. “The
team played great and fortunately
we only needed that one goal to
win it.” After securing two victories
over the weekend, the Lady Scots
move to a perfect 3-0 this season
and are still yet to concede a goal to
this point. They will continue their
quest for perfection when they host
Wesleyan College this Saturday at
3:30.

Berry College L (1-3)
UVA-Wise W (3-0)
Univ. of the Cumberlands L (2-3)

