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CULTURE FEST CELEBRATES DIVERSITY
by Anna Clare Freel
& Lindsay Burkholder
To the beat of an African drum, the participants of this year’s Culture Fest marched down
the aisles while waving flags from all over the
world, including Mexico, Russia, Japan, Sweden, and Haiti. There were over 60 participants
representing more than 20 different countries.
Nearly all were members of Covenant’s Diversity Program, a group created to celebrate
the diversity of the student body, as well as “to
connect people from other cultures with one
another and with other students from this culture,” said senior Joey Veloz, this year’s student
diversity leader.
“This is really a student-led event, and it is
exciting and humbling to watch the amount of
time and energy students invest in this,” said

Julie Moore, Director of Student Life, who
oversaw the event. “Culture Fest is designed to
celebrate the grand diversity of God’s creation,
and provide a fellowship opportunity for the
Covenant, Lookout Mountain, and greater
Chattanooga communities,” she said.
Senior Christina Canche said “it [Culture
Fest] is really valuable, because this is the one
thing that can maybe possibly convince the
student body that we’re not, like, Affirmative
Action in disguise.”
The first half of the program opened with
a scripture reading from Psalm 96:1-4, the
theme passage for this year’s event, to show
God’s people coming from diverse backgrounds to worship Him together.
The acts were many and various, ranging
from musical numbers in foreign languages to
a mock Aikido battle.

Audience members particularly remarked
on the performance of Shakira’s “Suerte” by
an entourage of singers and musicians. Sophomore Rachel Young belly-danced to the song,
returning after an appreciative response to her
dance routine at last year’s Culture Fest.
There was also a guest performance by
alumnus Andrew Russell, who works in the
Admissions office. He joined his sister, junior
Jamila Russell, to host the fashion show and
perform a Bob Marley song. Russell said that
he “appreciated the diversity in the music and
also in the languages.”
Freshman Sam Bestvater sung a Canadian
folk song that featured neither moose nor snow.
Senior Rachael Olivier closed with an update on Haiti. “We’re celebrating different cultures and different interaction and it’s good to
be aware. It’s good to be happy and fun, but

people need to know what’s going on in Haiti
and what Covenant is doing on and off campus,” she said.
Overall, Culture Fest was a big production,
with a budget of several hundred dollars for
food and decorations. Preparation involved
the coordination of numerous departments,
such as the chapel and music departments,
tech support, and the diversity program.
Jamila Russel was in charge of decorating
and the closing slideshow, junior Laurel Lesondak organized the fashion show and junior
Maaika Joyce was in charge of the array of ethnic foods provided afterwards.
Students participating prepared extensively
for the event. There were four to five hour-long
prep days on Saturdays, and three-hour dress
SEE CULTURE FEST PAGE 3
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Education Program Works Towards a New Masters Program
by Lana Nelson

lnelson@covenant.edu

The Education Department is reorganizing
itself to include a graduate program, scheduled
to begin in Summer 2011, which has the potential to become the largest program in the whole
department. Over the years, the elementary education (middle grades) and five secondary education programs have each turned into more of
a double major, requiring 150 hours of coursework averaged over five years. In addition, Covenant would like to add other programs to the
secondary education major.
These reasons prompted the initiative of
graduating these six programs into a five-year
program that would not only give students their
certification, but would also give them a Master
of Arts in Teaching (M.A.T).
The elementary education (early childhood)
major, along with its adult degree program,
Bachelor of Science in Early Childhood Education (BSECE), will not be affected by any of
these changes.
Between the middles grades and secondary
education programs, there is an average of 11
to 12 students per class year. “These numbers
made it a low-risk plan to graduate them into
an M.A.T. program,” said Jim Drexler, Chair of
the Education Department. In fact, 28 students
currently taking education classes have indicated
their interest in the M.A.T. program.
The new program is scheduled to begin in Summer 2011. Its structure places the focus of the first
four years on a particular discipline, and adds

most of the education courses in the fifth year.
Students planning to enter the M.A.T. program
will add a minor, called Pre-M.A.T, for their first
four years. The following summer and school year,
they will attend classes in order to graduate with
their certification and M.A.T. the following May.
Creating a five-year Masters program for certification is not a new idea. The University of Notre
Dame and Emory University, for instance, no longer have a four-year option for education majors.
“We’re not reinventing the wheel,” Drexler said,
“we’re just following what’s already happening.”
There is already a successful graduate program
in place at Covenant, the Master of Education.
The program has been in place for over 20 years
and draws 60 to 70 students every summer. This
program cannot be used in place of the M.A.T.
PHOTO BY GARRETT REID
because its specific goals are for educators who
wish to advance their education, not new stuAs the education department prepares to expand,
dents who want to gain their certification.
Professor Rebecca Pennington teaches “Teaching
Vice President of Academic Affairs Jeff Hall
Reading in the Early Grades.”
listed three approvals still needed for the program. The first is the approval of the Board of
Trustees, who will meet to discuss the program tion for teachers.” Drexler highlighted this aspect
Also, as Drexler explained in a presentation to
in mid-March. The Education Department also as well, noting that it would “allow students to the faculty on January 28, the M.A.T. program
needs to submit a report to the Georgia Profes- enjoy the full BA experience, with room for elec- will be open to recent graduates from Covenant
sional Standards Commission, as well as a report tives, while also pursuing a degree in education.” and other institutions who decide they would
to the Southern Association of Colleges and
Secondly, Hall said, the program will make like to pursue a career in education. This has
Schools Commission on Colleges. They need the education component available to more ma- the potential to bring in many more students
the approval of both of these groups in order to jors. It more than doubles the potential programs. to the department from other universities, and
recruit and enroll students.
Instead of only five programs, students may also also gives recent graduates more options for
Hall called the program a “positive change in major in biology, chemistry, economics, com- post-college. “To be a little cliché,” Drexler comtwo regards.” First, he said, the M. A. T. program munity development, English, French, history, mented, “we’re confident that ‘if we build it, they
will “strengthen the liberal arts content prepara- mathematics, music, physics, and Spanish.
will come.’”

James Calvin Schapp as 2010 Writer-in-Residence
Wisconsin professor wows
adoring students with writing
know-how and witty wordplay.

PHOTO COURTESY OF COVENANT COLLEGE

by Lianne Visser

James Calvin Schaap is
teaching Creative Writing
Fiction this spring.

lianne.visser@covenant.edu

James Calvin Schaap, the 2010 Nick Barker Writer-in-Residence, is teaching Creative
Writing: Fiction at Covenant this semester
and says he wants students “to understand
and to experience the creative process.”
Schaap is Dutch, hails from Wisconsin,
has a great reformed name, currently teaches
at Dordt College, and has graciously agreed
to teach a class here as well.
The Nick Barker Writer-in-Residence program enables the English department to invite a professional writer to teach a writing
course on campus. This happens once every
year, and is funded by an anonymous donor
in honor of the late Nick Barker, a former
English professor at Covenant College.
Retired professor of English Paul Hes-

Faculty Quote of the Week
“They’re little vipers in covenantal diapers.”

Prof. Bill Davis, CHOW II, on babies and human evil

selink first contacted Schaap and was in
charge of the program until this school year,
when professor of English Sarah Huffines
took the role.
Hesselink first heard of Schaap because he
was reading a compilation of his short stories entitled The Secrets of Barneveld Calvary. “Years ago I was looking for stories—I’d
been asked to read a Christmas story at the
faculty Christmas party,” Hesselink said.
Jim Wildeman, professor of English, and
Robert Siegel, the Writer-in-Residence at
Covenant in 2008, had also heard positive
things about Schaap.
The English department was searching for
a good fiction writer to teach for 2010 in
order to incorporate different genres into
the program. They had previously invited
a non-fiction writer, Leslie Leyland Fields,
and a poet, Siegel. After hearing more good
things about Schaap, the department decided to invite him as this year’s writer.
Schaap has written several books of medi-

tations, including Every Bit of Who I Am, a
devotional, and five novels, including Romey’s Place, In the Silence There Are Ghosts,
and Touches the Sky. He also wrote three to
four collections of short stories, and Things
We Couldn’t Say, a biography of a young
Dutch woman during WWII named Diet
Eman.
In the 80’s, he also wrote a play with
Covenant’s own James Ward entitled “The
House of the Lord.” Performed at Covenant
between 1980 and 1985, it was about the
story of David.
Schaap is currently teaching “Creative
Writing: Fiction” at Covenant and Dordt
College simultaneously. When asked how he
was dealing with teaching both of these classes, Schaap said, “The real problem is just the
blizzard. Not snow. Papers. I got them coming in from all angles these days, and they
mount up fast. . . The thing is I sort of enjoy
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu
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The Verdict From the Senate: Give Back
Yes...

to an

impromptu Journey
concert in the
Great Hall.

No... to using the
Great Hall piano as if it
was in a practice room.

Letters to the editor
are welcome!
Send them by email to bagpipe@
covenant.edu, with “Letter to the
Editor” in the subject line.
Or send letters to:
The Bagpipe
Box 689, 14049 Scenic Highway
Lookout Mountain, GA 30750.
• Letters may be edited for clarity and
length.
• Letters should be signed with full name,
class standing, and declared major, if
applicable.

The Bagpipe
Established in 1955
Kaitlin Fender

by Thomas O’Ban

butions of gifts and creativity. Maybe you don’t
know how to get involved, or maybe you were
just waiting until you got your feet under you
Time to pick up the rusty trumpet and sound this school year, and then your desire got buried
another call. As a whole, your ears have been re- beneath two-page reading responses and story
ceptive to this perhaps over-played tune, but it’s problems. There is no time like the present.
time again.
We crave your creativity. We grow from your
You are students at Covenant College. You are ability to sing and write and compose. All of us
busy. Too busy, in fact. Barely idle long enough do—even if we don’t realize it until you’ve shared
to even read this short article. I get it; here’s the it with us. So contact the editors listed below, in
point. When is the last time you gave back? cluding any of newspaper editors included on
When is the last time you gave us all a chance to the left. Develop and hone your skills in commugrow from your gifts? Even if the answer is yester- nications and in the arts, and share them with us.
day, this is for you. This school has many avenues
The Thorn: Luke Irwin and David Barr:
to express creativity, float an opinion, and add a
forthethorn@gmail.com.
brick to this community we’re building.
One of those avenues? Student publications.
Musical Theater: Jon Vanderhart and Laura Childers:
Musical Theater. Drama Association. The Bagjvanderhart@covenant.edu
pipe. The Wittenberg Floor. WKLT Scots Radio.
Drama Association: Alysha McCullough: Alysha.McThe Tartan (yearbook). The Thorn (student poetCullough@covenant.edu
ry and photography anthology). Sing. Act. Write.
Start a discussion. Mix your own thirty minute
The Wittenberg Floor: Shelmun Dashan: Shelmun.
radio program. Take and edit photographs. Share
Dashan@covenant.edu
your poetry with us.
WKLT Scots Radio: Andrew Chase: achase@covenant.
With just shy of one thousand students popuedu
lating this campus, our publications have the opThe Tartan: Kaia Moore: kaia.moore@covenant.edu
portunity to benefit from rich and diverse contritoban@covenant.edu
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Despite having to work to find
their niche, transfers appreciate
Covenant’s uniqueness
by Nate Carl

nate.carl@covenant.edu

Transferring into college mid-year can be
overwhelming. At a college like Covenant,
many students have already settled into a
friend group, making it harder for transfer students to find their place in the community.
Despite the disadvantages, Director of
Residence Life Julie Moore says that transfers
are usually more excited to be at Covenant
than the average first-time freshman. “Covenant’s a really different school, but they really want to be here,” said Moore, “They are
really excited about the liberal arts and what
Covenant stands for.” Many transfers come
from state schools and community colleges,
though there’s no absolute pattern, according
to Moore.
The January New Student Orientation is a
much smaller affair than that of the fall semester. Moore noted that a smaller group allows staff
and students to get to know each other better.
This semester, 21 new students have arrived
at Covenant. Freshman Heather Manning, a
double major in English and Sociology, transferred from Central Michigan University “because I felt I was spiritually dying at my other
college. I needed a place where I could grow,
and, when talking to my friends and family,
to be able to tell them I am happy, and not lie

about it. I feel like for the first time I listened
to where God has called me to be.”
Moore said that transfer students tend to have
a more difficult time adjusting to Covenant.
“Transferring midyear has been stressful, but a
welcomed one. You’re basically jump-starting
your life a second time in six months and starting over, so it’s been difficult,” Manning said. Despite being only a month into the semester, Manning feels that she has been here much longer.
Fitting into existing halls can be hard, according to senior Josh Barrett, who transferred to
Covenant in the Spring 2008 semester. “It was
hard at first, because Covenant is made up of
a lot of close-knit groups, and coming in midyear meant that people already had established
routines with their friends and halls,” he said.
According to Moore, some halls make incredible efforts to reach out and welcome new
students into the Covenant community.
Now that Barrett has been at Covenant for a
couple years, he feels like a part of the community. “I almost feel like I’ve always been a Scot.
Sometimes, the years I spent at other colleges
feel disconnected from my college life, like a
part of high school, since I didn’t share them
with my friends here at Covenant,” he said.
Now that his time at Covenant is coming
to an end, it’s not without regret. Covenant in
some ways still feels new. “A lot of seniors say
they’re tired of Covenant because it’s so small
and they’ve been here for all four years,” he
said, “but I feel a little sad to be leaving Lookout Mountain so soon.”

Culture Fest 2010
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
rehearsals. Veloz and junior Gareth Jones, who
headed up the show, worked sixteen-hour days
just before the event.
Veloz stated that preparation began as early
as November of 2009. The work-study students
involved in diversity spent about 80% of their
hours planning and preparing for Culture Fest.
Fortunately, all their hard work was well-rewarded. The audience, estimated to numbers
around 400-650, was a good turnout, considering the nasty weather. Many faculty and staff
say that Culture Fest is their favorite event that
students put on.
Senior Juliana Padilla noted a difference between this year’s Culture Fest and the ones she
has seen in the past. “This one had a lot more
variety—a lot more cultures were represented.
There was also a lot of underclassmen participation, which is exciting,” she said.
Despite the event’s success, some believe
that this kind of awareness can only be so helpful. “It barely scratches the surface. It makes
people realize, ‘hey, we’re not going to cook
you and eat you,’ but it doesn’t really develop a
deeper appreciation,” Canche said.
This is why Moore and others involved in
the diversity program would like to see more
cultural events take place. Many would also
like to see students involved in cultural events
who are not necessarily members of the diversity program. For, as Joey Veloz said, “it really
is a beautiful thing, when you think about it.”

Schapp is New
Writer in Residence
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
it—maybe even too much. . . I’ve got 42
fiction writers. That’s awful (but I like ‘em).”
Before college, Schaap says that writing
“wasn’t high on my list.” He dabbled in it.
He took a poetry class in high school, but
nothing of impact happened until college,
when his English teacher wrote on his papers,
“‘You can really write.’ I had a teacher who
said, ‘Oh, you have to write novels someday.’.
. . maybe that’s why I teach.”
Because of his new-found confidence, as
a sophomore in college Schaap was determined to major in English. He went on to
get his M.A. from Arizona State and his
Ph.D. from The University of Wisconsin—
Milwaukee.
When asked about his goals for the Creative
Writing: Fiction class, he said “Generally I’d
say a quite significant number of students who
take this class are disappointed in what they
write. I don’t really care whether my students
write grand short stories. I’d rather have them
understand the process, work at it, learn something about imagination and creativity, look
closely at stories other people consider to be
good, and just live in the world of an imaginative writer for a while.”
At present, Schaap is teaching his students
at Dordt College, but he will return in midMarch to wrap up the fiction class and give a
reading from one of his novels.
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CATCHING UP WITH THIRD LOBBY
by James Harrison
jaharrison@covenant.edu

This article is way overdue. Why? Because five
months ago, after a three-year hiatus, the well
established,

Covenantbred,

acoustic-folk-pop

ensemble known as Third Lobby released a fivesong EP called Subtlety. It shouldn’t take us five
months to tell you that the Third Lobby train is
back in town. But here it is—and if one may cut
to the chase—“Subtlety” is easily the band’s best
record yet. It might as well be the Tuck Shoppe’s
“deal of the year,” where copies are being sold for
only $5 a pop.
Speaking of pop—there’s plenty of it on this
album. During their time away, the members of
Third Lobby listened to more music, got better
PHOTO BY CHRIS THORNTON

Newsflash! Third Lobby came out with a new EP, and it
might just be their best yet. Matt Brown says they have
a new style, almost like they’ve “started over.”

at music, and added more musicians to the mix.
And it shows. If you like music, then you’ll like this
record. Last week, Third Lobby lead singer Matt
Brown sat down to talk with the Bagpipe about
business cards, busking, and (deep breath…) a
name change.

TEXTBOOK
BUYBACKS
CHEAPBOOKS.COM

(925) BUY-BACK
Sell your textbooks
for cash!

BP: Three years later—what’s different about
this record?
MB: The style. It’s almost as if we’ve started
over. The sound is different from our past
stuff—it’s more poppy and less folksy. But
we’ve tried to maintain some of the acousticsounding arrangements that we thought made
our songs unique in the first place. On this
album, David Henry’s playing bass. He really
knows what he’s doing, so there are actually
some songs on here that you can move to.
BP: Why the five-song format?
MB: We wanted to be really deliberate about
this EP. We didn’t want it to sound rushed; we
wanted it to be solid all the way through. We hope
to do a larger album soon, but we wanted to get
something out there that was good and said, “Hey,
we’re Third Lobby, this is who we are now, and get
ready for what’s coming.” I like to think of it as a
business card that we can give to venues and other
bands, so they know what we’re all about.
BP: We heard you recently won the busking
competition at Chattanooga’s MAIN x 24
Festival.
MB: Yeah—that was awesome. The competition
was sponsored by the Mountain Music Folk School,
SEE THIRD LOBBY PAGE 5

Surfer Blood
Delivers The
Best Hooks
of the 90s
by Austin Humbles ahumbles@covenant.edu
Radio so easily recedes into the background noise of a coffee shop. I often catch
myself humming tunes about which I have
no meaningful recollections—just a few
bars I heard somewhere and can’t get out
of my head. I’ve dubbed this the “Party in
the U.S.A. phenomenon” because, like their
namesake, such songs are simultaneously
unbearable and nightmarishly catchy. But,
occasionally, a non-Miley Cyrus ditty wiggles into my brain and drives me nuts until
Google tells me who wrote it. And Surfer
Blood’s “Swim (To Reach The End)” is one
such song.
Earlier this month, Surfer Blood released
their debut album, Astro Coast. Every track
uses “Swim” as a template, but these Palm
Beach rockers extracted a wealth of material
from what is essentially a redux of nineties
rock, drenched in reverb. The simple ingredients that make “Swim” such a great debut
single can be found anywhere on the album.
These infectious chord progressions and lyr-

PBPULSE.COM

Surfer Blood hangs out together, just chillin’ for their
album shot. And what is the bearded dude doing
with his hands?
ics, delivered with a disarming earnestness,
invite you to hum along and otherwise
make a fool of yourself.
Critics immediately compared Surfer
Blood to Weezer, Pavement, and Built To
Spill. That’s perhaps more credit than the
band deserves at this point, but it’s easy to
see why they draw such comparisons. Astro
Coast distills the best work of its collective
influences, cleverly disguising it all under

a layer of lo-fi effects to make everything
sound like it was recorded in a cave. Surfer
Blood avoids sounding derivative by transcending the tropes of power pop. The guitar
work on “Floating Vibes” and “Anchorage”
in particular owe a lot more to Dinosaur
Jr. than Weezer, and The Shins frequently
emerge as another influence.
SEE SURFER BLOOD PAGE 5
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Surfer Blood Review
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4

I DON’T TRUST MYSELF WITH LOVING YOU

Lyrically, Astro Coast isn’t the series of
fist-pumping anthems that “Swim” would
lead you to expect. Surfer Blood is capable
of generating all the energy expected from a
five-piece band, but they are equally capable
of conveying a somber mood. Singer John
Paul Pitts delivers lines like “I don’t care for
anyone / Probably not a lot of fun” with a
cool sincerity that steers clear of emo but
still delivers emotionally. The band excels at
preventing even their most depressing lyrics from disrupting their carefully crafted
hooks.
Surfer Blood are on tour now, and will be
playing free shows at record stores in Nashville and Atlanta this month to promote
their official concert dates. Visit http://www.
myspace.com/surferblood for more details.

Third Lobby
Releases New EP
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
and was decided by crowd voting. It was great to do
something involved with the city, and to play to an
audience of people that hadn’t heard of us before.
BP: Dream scenario: Where is Third Lobby a
year from now?
MB: We score a record deal with Sub-Pop.
People like us enough that we have to tour
full-time. My dream would be to tour and
have between eight and ten people on stage,
and a really huge sound. I’d love that.
BP: More realistic?
MB: We record a full-length album, and are
playing a show at least every other weekend
across the southeast. We’re also thinking about
changing our name in the future, because we’re
moving on to different stages of life. We don’t
know what that name will be yet—but it’ll be
the same music, the same songs. Just a new name.
Third Lobby will be headlining this year’s
Bakertree Festival at Covenant on April 17th.
Copies of Subtlety are available at the Tuck
Shoppe as well as on iTunes and Amazon.
The Covenant College Theatre & Film Studies Department
proudly presents

Lucifer
the tragic masterpiece by the "Shakespeare of Holland"

Joost van den Vondel
“To be First Prince in lower realms excels
to be merely the second in blest Heav'n...”

Post-show
discussion forum
Sat. February 20
featuring panelists
Dr. Jeff Dryden,
Professor of Biblical Studies

Dr. Bill Tate,
Professor of English

& Miss Camille Hallstrom
Professor of Theatre & Film Studies
& director of the show

Covenant College’s Sanderson Hall
February 19-20, 26 8:00pm, February 27 at 2:30pm $7 adults, $5 students & seniors
Preview Performance February 18, 8:00pm $3, $5

For more information, please call 916.642.3430

COLUMBIA RECORDS

John Mayer in Concert
Luke Mosher
lmosher@covenant.edu

I don’t know if it’s vogue to like John Mayer right now. After Continuum came out late
2006, and also after the Rolling Stone issue a few
months later that named him one of the three
new “guitar gods,” it was okay to admit that he
was a good guitar player, or even go as far as to
admit that he was a guilty pleasure. It was probably after the Rolling Stone article that I myself
decided to give him a chance, and he’s one of the
few artists I’ve pulled a complete 180 on.
I saw John Mayer at the Sommet Center in
Nashville, TN, last Wednesday. I had tickets in the
nosebleed sections, and as I sat watching Mayer
perform from several hundred yards away, I realized that I was actually witnessing “arena rock,”
which I had vowed to hate forever. Oh well.
Not that John Mayer is “arena rock.” Not really. The best thing about his live show is his ability to make the songs big, even his most poppy
and adult alternative stuff, which sort of makes
it feel like arena rock. There were a couple
songs—“Heartbreak Warfare,” “Perfectly Lonely,” “Say,” and “Bigger Than My Body”—that
he was able to inject with electricity in a way
that make me want to hate the album versions. I
like going to shows, but it’s rare that a live show
so overshadows its recorded counterpart.
One of the things I like about Mayer
is his versatility. He reworks most of his songs
when he performs them live by throwing an
extended blues or a longer solo in, or even by

blending several songs together. He seamlessly
blended Bruce Springsteen’s “I’m On Fire” with
his own “3x5,” a personal favorite, and also
played a verse of Fleetwood Mac’s “Dreams” in
the middle of “Half of My Heart.”
Mayer also played a lighter selection from
his new album than expected. This is probably
because the new album isn’t as good as his last
album—even he admitted this in a recent Rolling Stone interview. Mayer drew just as much
from Continuum, whose songs translate much
better into a live show. “Gravity,” “Slow Dancing in a Burning Room,” and “Waiting on the
World to Change” were dressed up with lights,
longer solos, and sexy backup singers. Interestingly, “Slow Dancing in a Burning Room” was
the crowd favorite out of his entire set. It’s never
been one of my favorite songs, but people went
crazy when it started, and light bulbs were going off during almost the entire song. I have no
idea what this signifies, other than the fact that
people like the song. Maybe there were a lot of
people in difficult relationships there that night.
John Mayer is a performer. He’s an entertainer. But at the same time, he wants to have
this very personal and vulnerable persona, in
a “I lay my heart open at your feet” kind of
way. On his last live album, Where the Light Is,
Mayer makes this long rambling speech in the
middle of his cover of Hendrix’s “Bold as Love”
about how he’s tried to fill his life with all these
things and how they’ve left him empty. Buying
stuff and being a musical genius and successful
doesn’t make a person fulfilled, it would seem.
The only thing left to “check out, before I check

out, is love….like, I got your back love.” He
likes to give these kinds of speeches while the
band plays behind him, and then at the climax
of the song, bam, he goes into a solo.
I have to wonder whether Mayer does this at
every show. I have no way of knowing if this is
true, but I imagine that before every show he
writes some kind of inspirational speech-duringa-song. So he has to come up with something
vulnerable and inspirational to say before every
show. The most interesting part of the show last
Wednesday, for me, was watching him do this
during “Gravity.” I don’t know if you’ve read up
on Mayer, but he gave a pretty raw interview recently, and said a lot of pretty horrible things that
I wouldn’t be able to even mention in this newspaper. But during “Gravity” he made a public
apology to the world. “The people up here playing with me, they’re only up here because they
love me….I’m tired of trying to be witty….I’m
done with the media game…” Everyone onstage
was crying, and after he was finished speaking
Mayer gave a tearful, emotionally charged solo.
Mayer was only a speck on the stage from my
vantage point, but video cameras recorded his
performance and broadcasted it on the huge
screen behind like a music video, so I got to
see his performance as if I were only a few feet
from him. As his fingers blazed up and down
the neck of the guitar, I felt there was some kind
of metaphor in all of this that had to do with
stringed instruments and heartstrings and how
skillful a musician John Mayer was, and I sincerely hoped that the only performance he gave
that night was the one on his guitar.
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The Point Of The Knife: Part Four
by Elsie Marshall

emarshall@covenant.edu

Last week, Inspector Spratt met several of Sir Eustace’s frequent house guests. At the end of the evening,
he theorized to Sir Eustace that the knife might have
been stolen in preparation for a more serious and fatal crime.
“Thank you, Mr. Craston,” said Inspector Spratt,
accepting a cup of tea from the butler. He was
back at Barrow Park that morning to continue the
case. He turned to Sir Eustace Barrow. “There’s
something else I’d like to know. Who was here the
day you received the warning note?”
Sir Eustace considered. “Everyone who was
present last night. You see, the Greys dine with us
often, and Blakeley and Hollingsworth planned
to stay at least a fortnight. Now look here, Inspector. I believe I know who stole my knife.”
Inspector Spratt raised his eyebrows.
“John Hollingsworth,” Sir Eustace pronounced.
“I am quite sure of it. His manner, usually genial,
has been agitated lately. It’s a pity. He and I have
always been on such amiable terms. What will be
the consequences for him?”
“Best not to be too hasty,” said Spratt. “Do I hear
Mr. Grey?”
“Ah yes, he’s here for a little chess tournament
with Hollingsworth and Blakeley. Shall we join
them?”
		
*****
“Look Barrow, Blakeley’s knight has stolen the
queen!” Mr. Grey peered excitedly at the board
through his monocle. “Hollingsworth, that rook
can’t protect.”
Sir Eustace contemplated the game for a moment, then strolled to the doorway. Eliza Smith
was coming out of the parlor down the hall, a
half-full basket of flowers over her arm. She didn’t
see him, but turned to go upstairs. “Ah, making
some floral arrangements,” Sir Eustace mused.
As he watched, Phineas Craston emerged in the

doorway of the parlor. He looked up and down
the hallway, but stiffened as he caught sight of his
employer.
“Is anything wrong, Phineas?” asked Sir Eustace,
going towards him.
“No sir. Just looking for Miss Smith, sir.”
“Upstairs, I believe.”
“Thank you.”
Inspector Spratt cleared his throat behind Sir
Eustace. “I believe the game is heating up, Sir Barrow.” The two returned to the chess match.
“Your bishop,” said Hollingsworth with a smile,
pinching the black-stained ivory between two fingers.
Blakeley yawned. He moved his knight.
“Checkmate.”
Hollingsworth scowled. Suddenly, he leapt up
and lifted his arm as if to strike the board. But just
as quickly he relaxed, and let his arm fall limp. He
turned away.
Sir Eustace heard Mr. Grey mutter, “That was
rather awkward.”
		
*****
As Blakeley and Grey began their match, Inspector Spratt wandered to the Blue Room. Sir
Eustace followed him.
“Sir Barrow,” said the Inspector, pivoting to face
him, “I believe I know who the thief is.”
“Excellent!” said Sir Eustace, rubbing his hands
together, “I should be delighted to hear who the
culprit is.”
“Well, I’m looking at him, sir.”
Sir Eustace was not taken aback, nor did he register surprise. “Excellent!” he exclaimed, clapping
his hands. “I was right to hire you. The knife is
in this very room, you know.” Sir Eustace lifted a
porcelain vase from the table and reached inside.
The surprise that had been absent after the Inspector’s accusation now animated Sir Eustace’s
face. “Inspector! It’s---gone!”

Checking Sources, Saving Lives
by Matthew Baddorf & Anna Phillips

Cameron Todd Willingham was
executed based on faulty
evidence.

THE NEW YORKER

On Feb. 17, 2004, Cameron Todd Willingham was executed by the State of Texas. He had
been convicted of arson and deliberately killing his young children. Although Willingham
had no apparent motive, the local arson expert,
Douglas Fogg, verified that the fire had been
purposely set. In the final weeks before the execution, a nationally recognized chemist, Gerald
Hurst, had studied fires and determined that
none of the evidence used against Willingham
was good evidence. Because Hurst’s research was
ignored, the State of Texas executed an innocent
man.
An extensive article in the September 7, 2009 issue of The New Yorker by David Grann shows just
how compelling the prosecution’s case was. The rest
of the article shows just how mistaken it was. There
were various problems with the evidence against
Willingham, but the strangest and strongest problem was with Fogg, the ‘expert witness.’
Over the last few decades, chemists have examined the common lore of arson experts, and
discovered that many ‘proofs’ of arson are nothing more than old wives’ tales. This would explain why the so-called expert whose testimony
SEE WILLINGHAM PAGE 7

EVENTS CALENDAR
Upcoming events at and around Covenant
On Campus:
Lucifer
February 18-20, 26 at 8 p.m. in Sanderson 215
February 27 at 2:30 p.m.
Panel Discussion to follow show on February 20

project BOAZ: hope for Haiti benefit concert.
February 19, from 7p.m. - 11:55p.m. on the Chapel Lawn.
The local presbytery is trying to get 650 tents together. We as the Covenant College community want to donate 100 of those tents. Every $50 donated pays for
one tent. You will be able to donate money at the event, but we will also have each
hall on campus competing to raise the most money/tents.

Philosophy Club hosts guest lecturer David Diener
Lecture: “The Anti-Rationalism of Kierkegaard and the Relationship between Faith
and Reason” | February 19, beginning at 4 p.m. in Mills Hall 270/280
Informal discussion: “Preparing for Graduate School: What to Expect and How to
Thrive (or at least survive)” | February 19, beginning at 7 p.m. in Carter Hall 131
Lecture with discussion: “Un-ordained, Non-apostolic, Extraordinary Genius: Kierkegaard’s Understanding of His Own Authority in the Second Authorship”
February 20, beginning at 3 p.m. Sanderson Hall 201

Downtown
Medea’s Big Happy Family at Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Auditorium
February 19 at 7:30 p.m.

Invisible Children Benefit Concert featuring Fareway, Raenbow Station,
and other local bands.
February 19, 6 p.m.- 12 p.m. at Calvary Chapel in Hixson.

Wintersong 2010 Songwriter Workshop
February 20, 10 a.m. at Barking Legs Theater

UTC Faculty Recital Performance: “Chopin Celebration”
February 25, 7:30 p.m. Roland Hayes Concert Hall

The Tivoli Theatre
CSO Chamber Series: Basically Baroque
February 21, 3 p.m.

Dance Theatre of Harlem Ensemble Interactive Performance
February 27, 8 p.m.

Chattanooga African American Museum & Bessie
Smith Cultural Center
Eyes on the Prize series showing and Brown Bag Lunch
Every Tuesday and Thursday in February 12-1 p.m.

Soul Cinema: Every Friday in February at 7:30 p.m.
February 19 Five Heartbeats
February 26 Michael Jackson’s This Is It

Exhibitions:
Kevin O’Keith: “A Love Supreme” November 20, 2009 – February 20, 2010

Hunter Museum of American Art
Girls Night at the Hunter
February 18 at 6 p.m.

Exhibitions:
“Jellies: Living Art” May 15th (2009) - 26th, 2011
“Twenty Original American Etchings” Sep 21st (2009) - Dec 31st, 2010
“Themes of Identity” Dec 6th (2009) - Apr 25th, 2010
“Still Lifes from the Permanent collection” February 7 – April 25, 2010
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Cameron Todd Willingham
Executed on Faulty Evidence
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
led to Willingham’s conviction claimed that most
all of the fires he had examined were products of
arson—far higher than the 50% typical for Texas
arson investigations.
The chemist, Hurst, sent his report to the
committee of final appeal urging them to delay
Willingham’s execution so that the case could be
reexamined. When asked why the committee
didn’t rule that the arson expert’s mistakes constituted “glaring errors,” a committee member said
“We get all kinds of reports, but we don’t have the
mechanisms to vet them.” Willingham was executed because they did not know how to evaluate
the evidence and did not care enough to find out.
In writing college papers, most of our essays are
going to require research and citation—and that
means evaluating sources. Trying to properly assess sources can be fiendishly difficult. You have
to assess whether or not you are reading an expert in a field you may know little about. Finding and properly assessing your sources can mean
long hours on JSTOR, talking to John Holberg,
professors, and other students, or changing your
thesis as you find new evidence—not always fun
but necessary.
What does this great bother of research have to
do with the jobs most of us hope to get when we
leave? And what does it have to do with Willingham’s case? I’d like to suggest that our professors
have excellent reasons to foist research essays on
us. They are imparting the skills and values that
could have saved Willingham’s life.
If the appeals committee practiced better research skills, they would not have ignored a report
on arson by a chemist with a PhD. If the original court had done better research on the “arson
expert’s” credentials they would have learned that
his certification required little training to obtain,
and he had rarely inspected a fire without crying
wolf. If the “arson expert” had learned the importance of good research, he might have kept up
with the science of his field rather than bring false
testimony against a fellow citizen.
It is unlikely that most of us will use our research skills in situations this dramatic. Most of
us, however, will use them in positions of influence or pass them on to others. So, we should pay
attention when professors give research assignments because they are not just doing it to teach
us the seemingly irrelevant conventions of our
discipline. Professors are trying to pass on skills to
us so that when money, reputations, and lives are
on the line, we will make the right call.

Words to the Tune of a Piper

PHOTO FROM DESIRING GOD

Scott McKeon
scott.mckeon@covenant.edu

John Piper is a well-known name in modern evangelical Christianity. Whether you
like him or not, you have probably heard
his name. I recently started reading some of
Piper’s work, and, in my opinion, it is really
good stuff. Piper’s central and somewhat revolutionary theme is this: God is most glorified in us when we are most satisfied in Him.
What does that mean? It sounds good, but
how do we actually live a life that is satisfied
in God?
First, let’s check out what satisfaction is.
It seems that for Piper satisfaction is doing what we are made to do, to the max. A
meal is satisfying when it fully engages our
senses and leaves us “full.” The idea is to be
completely used, having our abilities used to
their maximum capacity. We feel satisfied

SUSHI IN THE GREAT HALL

On Thursday, February 18, Menutainment will be serving
their own version of sushi rolls during lunch, in observance
on a once-a-semester tradition. However, this semester, the
sushi will be served during lunch, instead of dinner, in order to offer the specialty to students, commuters, faculty and
staff alike. Though Chartwells is not allowed to serve raw
meat, they will be offering a large selection of rolls, as well
as seaweed salad, wasabi, and pickled ginger with each plate.

Whether you’re a sushi connoisseur or eager for something
different today at lunch, look forward to the following sushi
rolls: Veggie Rolls (sticky rice, carrot, asparagus, cucumber, etc.),
California Rolls (avocado, cream cheese, etc.), Smoked Salmon
Rolls (with cucumber, pickled ginger, etc.) and Crab Salad Rolls
(sesame, cucumber, carrot, carrot, green onion, etc.).

with a workout when it fully uses our abilities and improves us. We are satisfied in a
relationship when we have intimate knowledge of another, when our ability to know
and be known is fully experienced and used.
Now, something being used implies that it
has a purpose; after all, we use things according to the purpose for which they have
been created. So what are we created for?
Glorifying God? What does that mean? I
think it means experiencing, understanding,
and celebrating the greatness of God.
We are satisfied when we fully experience
and appreciate the incredibleness of God,
when we fully realize the length and breadth
of His love, His sovereignty, His majesty,
etc. We are satisfied in the full experience
and knowledge of the qualities of God. Satisfaction is when we lose ourselves in the
vision and knowledge of something that is
infinitely greater than us; when we are taken
up with the contemplation, understanding,

and experience of His greatness. We are satisfied in knowing God.
Thus, we are satisfied when we know His
mercy, when we know His faithfulness, when
we know His power, when we know His justice. The key is to understand what the word
“knowing” means and what it entails: experience, contemplation, appreciation, understanding, and knowledge. We glorify God
in knowing Him, in really understanding,
experiencing, and celebrating His greatness.
We find our satisfaction in Him by doing
this to our fullest capacity, by experiencing
the depths of His forgiveness, by contemplating the vastness of His power, by standing
amazed at His love for us, and by celebrating
His perfect justice. Piper had it right; we are
satisfied in knowing our great God. This is
the purpose for which He is shaping our entire lives! Let us seek God, and be thankful
that it is His work, not ours, that draws us
ever nearer to Himself.

Opinions?
Write for Perspectives
bagpipe@covenant.edu
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Messner and The Swishin Swedes Still On Top

Senior Billy Robinson shoots in traffic during an
intramural game last Tuesday.

by Isaac Speicher
isaac.speicher@covenant.edu
How do you guard a 6’8,” 260-pound monster
on the basketball court? Some say, “You can’t.” Others say, “Jus’ hit him in the mouth. [sic]” Whether
you like the way Chaplain Aaron Messner plays the
sport or not, no one can ignore his impact on Covenant’s intramural basketball league.
With their regular season completed, his team,
The Swishin Swedes, finish at the top of the standings with an impressive 9-1 record. They are also
near the top of the chart in scoring with a pacing 61.9 points per game. While many see them
as beatable, they are clearly the team everyone is
chasing heading into the playoffs. While Messner
is not the lone points provider on his team, teammate Stephen Moore, a junior, says, “We are 9-1,
the number one seed right going into the playoffs,
and he is a huge reason for our success.”
This past Monday, Feb. 15, Team Blackwatch

Junior Ryan Ostrowski reaches for a rebound
during a game early last week.

witnessed the dominating effect Messner has in However, what many players and spectators don’t
one heartbreaking minute. With one minute left realize is that his footwork and technique rival that
in regulation, Blackwatch led the Swishin Swedes of our varsity athletes.
53-48 and stood only sixty seconds away from
But beyond footwork, technique, size and
stealing the their undefeated record. Desparate for strength, the most impressive thing about this cat
a basket, the Swedes dumped the ball to Messner, from Philly is his knowledge of the game and abilmade one power dribble, a single head fake, drew ity to wear his opponent down. In our matchup
a foul, scored the bucket and hit the following free on Jan. 19, he was held to only 12 points and
throw. 53-51. After another missed Blackwatch seemed to have as much of an off-game as he ever
shot, the Swedes took the ball on offense for one does. However, with his size, strength, and physilast possession. Only a few seconds later, the ball cal play, he wore me down so much on offense
was back in Messners’ massive hands, held securely that I had practically no gas left to score points. In
above the defense, preparing to shoot. As the ball this way, he minimized the opposing teams’ main
banked softly off the backboard and into the hoop offensive weapon. This is just one examples in
the baseline referree blew the whistle for a foul. 53- which Messner can affect the outcome of a game.
53 with one free throw to follow. Guess what? Final
While his presence is respected by many, there
score 54-53, and the Swishin Swedes stay perfect on are some that feel like his playing style flirts with
the shoulders of the college chaplain.
the line between physical and dirty. One outspoBack on Jan. 19, I was granted the task of guard- ken player said, “There is a time for throwing your
ing this mammoth of a man in our season opener. arms around belligerently. It is the thing we do
Giving up three inches and about fifty pounds to three days a week called chapel…not intramural
the “Mess-dog” made it hard for me to guard him. basketball.” On a more playful note, freshmen

Sophomore James Dawson penetrates near the
hoop last week during an intramural game.

Julian Petitt said, “Playing intramural basketball
with the Chaplain is like having a family dinner
with a beloved Rottweiler. Everyone loves him being there, but don’t get in his way when he goes for
his food, because you’re likely to get bitten.”
When asked his opinion on Messner’s playing
style, sophomore Eric Cromartie said, “You can tell
he is passionate. He loves the game and he’s a great
competitor.” I find it difficult for anyone, teammate,
opponent, or spectator to argue with Cromartie.
As a competitor, I love being able to go up
against talented competition without the commitment of the intercollegiate level. That’s one of
the things I love about intramurals. In a recent interview, Messner revealed a mutual sentiment. He
said, “One of the things I enjoy most about being
the Chaplain at Covenant is being able to run out
there with the guys on the court. I love it. And I
hope they enjoy it as much as I do.”
How far can the Chaplain take the Swishin
Swedes in the playoffs? Only time will tell, but I
can’t wait for our impending rematch.

Roots, Vines, Grass—No Problem
Covenant’s trailblazer creates new
path for all to enjoy.
by Mitch Prentis mitch.prentis@covenant.edu
With the worst of winter past and spring
peeping around the corner, Covenant’s natural
resources are again usable to the student body.
Most notably is a new trail that has been carved
out in the forest near the new baseball diamond.
It’s a beautiful run, and for the most part untouched.
The process of making and maintaining a
new trail is time-consuming and tedious work,
as branches must be constantly trimmed, debris
consistently cleared, and precarious footings
mended. Covenant College employs Randy
Whorton of the Wilderness Trail Running Association (aka “Boonies”) to undertake this process.

Blazing a new trail, while time consuming,
is not overly complex and can generally be accomplished with little more than hand tools. The
first step of trail creation is a rough cut where
the trail is cleared of light vegetation to make
the trail passable with relative ease, according to
Whorton.
The next step is made with saws and fire rakes.
Roots, vines, and grass are raked out, and the
trail is leveled so that runners can use it without
fear of being tripped by bramble and overgrowth.
The last step is to put in water bars, in order to
avoid any erosion potential in places where rainwater will follow the trail. Once these steps are
completed, the trail is ready to be enjoyed by all
adventurous enough to find it.
As to the design of new trails, Whorton said
that it is largely left up to the property owner, but
that, if desired, Boonies will lay down the initial

rough cuts, and then walk the new trail with the
owner, to make sure that it meets their standards.
“We go to great lengths to not cut any well established trees or bushes, but sometimes that is
impossible,” Wharton said.
In the case of Covenant’s trails, some are done
in the manner above, but in the recent past, Debby Vannoy, the former cross country head coach,
had a hand in the planning and placement of the
trails. The newest of these trails is largely a result
of her planning.
Trail maintenance is done on a fairly regular
basis by Boonies’ runners, who travel the trails
with hand tools, trimming threatening branches
where they see them. Boonies also maintains an
Adopt-A-Trail program, where individuals take
responsibility for the trails around them. Contact Randy Whorton at rswhorton@gmail.com
if you are interested in adopting a trail.

Project Boaz
2/19/10 The Great Hall 8 p.m.

