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HAITI
QUAKE
KILLS
70K

In the wake of an earthquake which leveled much
of its capital, Covenant
students and professors
urge support for what was
already one of the world’s
most impoverished nations.

James Harrison

jaharrison@covenant.edu
Staff Writer
A few days before she boarded a plane and
returned to Covenant for her final semester,
senior Alex Amicy visited the National Palace
of Haiti in Port-au-Prince with her family.
They admired the building, taking pictures as
they walked around the surrounding parks.
Less then a week later, the palace would lie in
heap of rubble, alongside innumerable structures and shanties in the earthquake-devastated capital.
“I would have never thought it would be my
last time looking at it,” said Amicy, who was
born and raised in Port-au-Prince. “I can’t believe that I was there last Saturday.” When the
news of last Tuesday’s catastrophe first broke,
Amicy immediately tried to get in touch with
her family, who resides in a compound about
thirty minutes outside the capital. Somehow,
she was able to get a hold of them, and soon

learned that though they were hit hard, her
family had survived.
“My eleven year old brother was in Port-auPrince, and he saw a lot of bodies,” said Amicy.
“I still haven’t talked to him, but I know he’s
OK.” As of last week, Amicy still had yet to
hear from many of her friends who were living
near the capital. “There’s hardly any communication down there,” she said.
The Haitian earthquake on January 12th
was one of the deadliest on record. Though
cataclysmic damage was relatively limited to
the capital, personal connections between rural Haiti and the nation’s only major city run
deep. “We don’t have the same connectedness
here to rural and city life that they do in Haiti,” said Steve Corbett, Professor of Community Development. “There’s nothing in comparison. Most people in Haiti knows someone
in Port-au-Prince.”
Among those living in rural Haiti is Gabi
Van Schoyk, a 2008 graduate of Covenant

College. Van Schoyk grew up as a missionary
in the Haitian village of Bohoc, which is about
80 miles northeast of Port-au-Prince. She was
in the village last Tuesday. “This earthquake is
personally affecting everyone in the country,”
she said in an email interview. “It’s incredibly
devastating for me and my family. Everyone is
shocked and grieving.”
As soon as they realized what had happened, members of Van Schoyk’s family left
for Port-au-Prince to look for some of their
close friends who had been caught under collapsed buildings. Van Schoyk stayed behind,
to take care of family communications. After
three days of digging, her family recovered
the bodies. “It’s been hard for me to be here
at home while the rest of my family is down
there, going through the hardest thing they’ve
ever had to go through,” she said. “I wish that
I was there to hug and support them. But I felt
God was calling me to stay at home and help
coordinate all the communications that have

been coming through.”
As Port-au-Prince digs out, the nation of
Haiti will emerge to find itself with an inconceivable reconstructive task ahead of it. The
country has lost its center of government,
commerce, trade, and education—an unimaginable blow to a nation already regarded
as one of the poorest and most unstable countries in the Western Hemisphere. “The situation isn’t going to be resolved for a really, really
long time,” said Van Schoyk. “It’s going to be
so important for people stay involved. I really
want the Covenant community, and the world
in general, to not forget about Haiti once the
media stops discussing it 24/7.”
But before Haiti can begin to rehabilitate,
Port-au-Prince needs relief—and that’s something the Covenant community can help administer. “The key thing that they need now is
money,” said Professor Corbett, who oversaw
SEE HAITI PAGE 3
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Dr. Nick Barker remembered, not mourned in Chapel Service
by Nate Carl
Barker died on Christmas Eve, 2009, at
72 years of age. The retired faculty member
served a total of 40 years at the college, from
1966 to 2006.
A special chapel service was dedicated to remembering the work of God through Barker,
who adamently opposed the idea of funerals.
During his career, Barker filled several roles
that still bear his influence. He first worked
as a professor of English, then as Dean of Faculty and Vice President for Academic Affairs,
finally returning to the English department to
finish his career.
According to the college history written by
his brother William Barker, Nick Barker was
born in St. Louis, Missouri in 1937. He attended Princeton University, graduating in
1959 with a degree in English. He then completed his graduate studies at University of
Minnesota.
Barker was recruited by Professor John
Sanderson and former president Marion
Barnes, coming to Covenant in 1966, soon after its
move to Lookout Mountain. Barker retired in 2006.
Soon after, he developed
cancer. Unfortunately, the
cancer was initially misdiagnosed, eventually leading
to his death.
Barker requested that there be no public
services. According to Vice President for Academic Affairs Jeff Hall, Barker didn’t like funerals because they celebrated “the stature of
men, rather than the faithfulness of God.”
In a faculty meeting on Tuesday, many pro-

fessors spoke of Barker’s legacy. As an English
Professor, Jim Wildeman credits the influence
of Barker for his decision to be an English major and later a teacher.
“I became a lover of other people’s words,
mostly because Nick Barker showed me how
to love them,” Wildeman said.
Many professors spoke of Barker’s love of
language. “Nick was always clowning around
with words,” said Lou Voskuil, retired Professor of History, referring to how he was fond of
switching the letters in his name to say “Bick
Narker.”
Retired Professor of English Paul Hesselink
said that Barker gave up what he loved to take
on a role in the administration.
Barker stepped down from the administration in 1997, of which Professor of English
Cliff Foreman commented “I always said he
was getting a promotion.”
Yet Barker’s work in the administration was
significant because he was able to unify the
faculty. He didn’t get in the way of the faculty,
but let them do their work. “Nick gave us the
room to develop the
psychology program,”
said Michael Rulon,
Associate Professor of
Psychology. As Vice
President, Barker also
hired a significant
number of current faculty members.
According to Voskuil, Barker was a strong
supporter of academic freedom. “He was more
like a colleague than a boss,” Voskuil said.
Barker is remembered for encouraging and
accepting everyone. Professor of Education
Steven Kauffman recalled in chapel how Bark-

I feel like a pillar
has been ripped
out of the temple
of learning.

Passing Away
By Nick Barker
Why a funeral?
What
Good does it do?
Who
Derives any benefit from it?
How can a dead person enjoy even the most
Eloquent eulogy?
Do the deceased relatives take solace
From a solemn assembly after
Which well meaning
Individuals attempt with dubious success
To find comforting and encouraging
words to say?

Dr. Nick Barker, who passed away Dec. 24. Barker
served as a professor and administrator at Covenant
for 40 years.
PHOTO COVENANT COLLEGE

er gave him “the time and space to grow as a
teacher.”
In Friday’s chapel, Kauffman spoke of Barker’s role in establishing the “academic culture”
of the college.
Barker’s legacy is not only his roles as a
teacher and administrator, but also as a poet.
According to Wildeman, Barker was responsible for the literary culture that began with
the “Thorn” and continues to this day with the
Nick Barker writer-in-residence program.
On the effect of Barker’s death, Foreman
said, “I feel like a pillar has been ripped out of
the temple of learning.”

And how about friends and acquaintances who
never darken
Church doors except for funerals and weddings?
They know the drill—sitting silent on cushioned
pews
While ministers strain
To entice
Pagans to convert,
Promising bodily resurrection and everlasting
delight for souls.
The unbelieving go away
Resenting having been part of a
Captive audience.
Funerals just draw unnecessary attention to
Us after we’re gone.
Without funerals wouldn’t
We do our
Survivors a favor by making it easier for
Them to comfortably
Forget us?

Career Services to Launch Scholarship Weekend Presentation
Covenant opens its doors to prospective students. Sessions
planned by Center for Vocational Exploration for visitors to
focus on covation and career issues.
by Rebecca Newman
Many Covenant seniors are grasping for
post-graduation jobs, but they are not the only
ones concerned about the sparseness of the job
market.
This Scholarship Weekend at Covenant College, the Center for Vocational Exploration
and Career Services will feature sessions for
prospective students and their parents on the
marketability of a Covenant College degree, a
new practice during Scholarship Weekend.
Anthony Tucker, the recently-installed director of the Center, spoke of the increasing
apprehension of high school students and
their parents about the chances of getting jobs
after they have Bachelor’s degrees under their
belts.
“It was very different when I graduated in
’99, when it seemed like there were jobs on every corner,” says Tucker. “There’s a much different economy now, and they’re getting a lot

of questions in Admissions.”
Matthew Bryant, Covenant’s Director of
Admissions, agreed that there is a heightened
degree of concern with the current job market
and that more prospective students are feeling
the need to prepare immediately. However, he
also attributed the adding of the sessions to
the timely hiring of Tucker and his work in
career services.
“I want [prospective students] to think about
their vocations,” Bryant said. The current state
of the economy and the changes in the career
services make this Scholarship Weekend an
ideal time and place to encourage high school
students to begin exploring the process. The
information on internships and jobs will
doubtless be appreciated.
“People just want to know the bottom line:
what do I get for my money?” Bryant says.
This career session during Scholarship Weekend will hopefully persuade them that they get
plenty.

Prospective students talk with administrations staff
at last year’s Scholarship Weekend.
PHOTO COVENANT COLLEGE
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The Verdict

Yes... to New Year’s

resolutions.

No...

to an overcrowded gym.

Letters to the editor
are welcome!
Send them by email to bagpipe@
covenant.edu, with “Letter to the
Editor” in the subject line.
Or send letters to:
The Bagpipe
Box 169, 14049 Scenic Highway
Lookout Mountain, GA 30750.
• Make letters topical and keep
them under 200 words.
• Letters may be edited for clarity
and length.
• Letters should be signed with full
name, class standing, and declared
major, if applicable.
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Aftermath of Hatian From the Editor
quake echoes at
Covenant

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

relief operations in Mexico City after a massive 8.1 earthquake leveled the city in 1985.
While there, he witnessed firsthand the immediate effects that a disaster of that magnitude can have on a population, as access to
basic commodities vanishes. “They need to
get their clinics to be back up and running,”
said Corbett. “They need their shelter, their
food, and their water.” He suggests donating
money towards agencies that have experience
in doing large-scale relief as well as long-term
experience in Haiti. “Even better if the organization has Haitian contacts on the ground,
and is willing to engage the Haitian church as
an institution,” said Corbett. “The agencies
that immediately come to mind are World
Relief, World Concern, and World Vision.
Give them your money, and turn them loose.”
While money will be an essential tool
for the relief and rehabilitation in Port-auPrince, those at Covenant with connections
to Haiti are coveting prayers most for the
long road ahead. “The first thing we need
to do is PRAY,” said Rachael Olivier, a Covenant senior who grew up in Haiti (Olivier’s
family was OK, but had also lost friends in
the disaster). “Prayer is huge,” emphasized
Van Schoyk. “There are a lot of people hurting, both physically and emotionally. It’s a
nightmare down here.” “We need prayers,”
added Amicy. “Definitely prayers. Lots of
prayers. I am asking the Lord to give everybody strength.”

SPONSORED BY

THE
THORN
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FEBRUARY ELEVEN

SEVEN

to TEN

by Nate Carl

Are you starting to wonder what’s going on?
Does The Bagpipe look different this morning? Were you starting to worry that some students staged a coup at The Bagpipe?
Well, here’s the deal. (Unfortunately, it
doesn’t involve an epic coup. But hey, we’re excited, if that counts for anything.) Right before
everyone left for Christmas break, I stepped in
after Zach McElrath retired as editor-in-chief,
and Amy Reed became managing editor. From
there, we hired six new editors over the break,
because most of last semester’s editors are out
of the country, studying at European schools
that bear more resemblance to Hogwarts than
Covenant does.
We’re new, but The Bagpipe isn’t. We’re just
part of the tradition. We’re still committed to
reporting the truth, whether we’re publishing
the latest happenings on campus or whether
we’re printing what you think. Sound cliché?
Maybe. We might not save the world while we
do it, but then again, we just might.
Ideally, The Bagpipe is the ultimate forum
for student thought outside the classroom.
This is where you can both find out other
people’s ideas and feature your own. Like any
newspaper, we want to be your first source for
all things deserving the title of “news.” We
want to be honest to our stories, and we want
to be faithful to the collective vibe of campus.
So I encourage you to read this newspaper critically. Ask questions! Give us answers!
Agree! Disagree! All we ask is that you do these
things respectfully. (Not to mention, you’ll
need to be open to criticism yourself.) Don’t
let thoughts like “I can’t write!” or “I don’t
want to be famous!” stop you. Please, give
those lies to someone else. Join us in keeping
this a student newspaper, a newspaper that really captures our student body as a whole.
Basically, just write. The end.
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The Princess and the Frog
Disney’s latest is a fresh twist
on an old classic
by Ben VanderHart
If you’re like me, you spent much of
December wrestling with yourself, unable to
decide whether or not to see Disney’s latest
endeavor, The Princess and the Frog. Apart
from Pixar’s stellar films, Disney has not
released a good animated picture since Emperor’s New Groove (2000). And what’s more,
we haven’t seen a true Disney princess since
Aladdin (1992). At some point in the 1990’s,
Disney began to stray from its time-tested
formula. Their feature films became less like
fairy-tales and more like Saturday morning
cartoons. Eventually we learned that magic
dust and storybook endings are not as important as a good gag. But is there any fairy-tale
older than the Princess and the Frog?
The princess is Tiana, a southern girl
who works her hands to the bone saving up for the restaurant her father always
dreamed of. Just as she earns enough to
buy the restaurant, she is outbid, and
all hope of fulfilling her dream is lost.
When the irresponsible playboy Prince
Naveen comes to town, he is transformed
into a frog by the crafty Dr. Facilier. In
desperation to regain his human form, he
bribes Tiana, dressed as a princess at a
costume party, to kiss him in return for
any amount of money she asks. Since
Tiana is not really a princess, the formula
backfires and she turns into a frog herself.
So she must flee with Naveen into the
swamp in search of one called “Mama Odie”
if she ever hopes to see her dream come true.
In the past, Disney’s success has largely
stemmed from the ability to create a great
escape. A unique setting makes for unique
characters, two crucial elements for a good
story. A carefree jungle-bear, a runt dragon,
an absent-minded wizard, and an albatross
with a sardine can on his back are all great
examples of Disney creativity, each defined
by unfamiliar contexts and landscapes.
In The Princess and the Frog we escape
into the African-American jazz culture of
1920’s New Orleans, a setting which makes
for vivid, original characters such as a Cajun
firefly, a crocodile who plays jazz horn, and a
blind old woman who lives in a boat in a tree.
The riverboats, bayous, beignets, and street
bands will draw you in with senses tingling.
And remember the dreamy montages from
Sleeping Beauty, Robin Hood, and all the
Disney classics? In New Orleans we dream in
the blues aesthetic of the Harlem Renaissance,
brilliantly captured by the artists at Disney.
Ultimately, The Princess and the Frog was
successful because it relied on storytelling
rather than special effects and celebrity voice
actors. Aside from John Goodman, Terrence Howard, and Oprah Winfrey, who
all had small parts, the main roles were
convincingly played by talented voice
actors with unassuming filmographies.
SEE DISNEY PAGE 5

Beach House: Teen Dream
A chronological imagining of
the album’s story.
(2010, Sub-Pop Records)
by Colin Stayton
Monday, 4:35 PM, “Walk in the Park”
The confusion had been building for weeks.
I just needed to blow off some steam, clear my
head, figure things out. “The face that you see
in the door isn’t standing there anymore.” In
the sinking January sun, which is no sun at
all, I have the peculiar sensation that something isn’t there anymore. I open the closet
and search through my childhood playthings;
they no longer seem to have a life of their own.
Was it only ever my imagination keeping them
alive?
Tuesday, 7:30 AM, “Used to Be”
I stumble out of bed with a hard knot in my
stomach. “You are coming home, are you still
alone, are you not the same as you used to be?”
Everyone is prone to change, but as I dress
in the dim early morning light, I can’t help
but wonder. I recall the last time I heard this
song—they’ve reworked it, with more chords
thrown in at the chorus. It sounds…happier.
I find a t-shirt in the closet I haven’t worn in
two years. It’s been that long.

Saturday, 10:14 AM, “Real Love”
Thursday, 5:25 PM, “Norway”
Awoke to a bleak January landscape. I hear
I feel ethereal running with my headphones
the
familiar tinkering of an old piano. “It’s no
on. It sounds like it’s trying to get in tune, and
good
unless it’s real.” As the residual effects of
when she sings about the country, I could
self-delusion
wear off, I throw my playthings
swear she’s saying “no way.” What is she resistback
in
the
closet
and pack up. In a scribbled
ing? “Don’t you know it’s true?” No way, no
note
I
offer
you
one
last plea: “I’ll take care of
way, no way—the words sync with my pantyou,
if
you
ask
me
to.”
ing. The air feels sharp in my chest. No, love,
I don’t know that it’s true. But I’m beginning
Sunday, 7:00 AM, “Zebra”
to realize it.
Back at the first song, back where I started.
“Don’t
I know you better than the rest? All deWednesday, 11:44 AM, “Better Times”
Friday, 11:58 PM, “Silver Soul”
ception,
all deception from you.” Your voice is
Lunch with you feels natural, if not a little
Driving home from a party at a mutual
empty. Maybe it’s just the vacant tables sur- friend’s. You were gracious, and as you pressed drenched in reverb, echoing in the hollows of
rounding us. No one eats lunch before noon your hand against the back of my head, I an old memory. You were perched on a black
in this sleepy town. Sleepy—that’s a good way looked down and smiled. Never underesti- and white horse, back arched, looking up at
to describe it. “I want you to know the truth,” mate the power of a well-told joke. “It is hap- the winter sky. You seemed so alive then, so
you say to me, and I feel something sink in my pening again,” I think, “It is happening again!” animated. Now the vision seems more like an
stomach, something heavier than the turkey But I am brought back down when our eyes fi- illusion, and as I close the door, I find I am
melt. “The one that you love is gone.” Still, I nally meet. Something, I notice, has been lost. the only one standing there. Illusion—that’s a
protest. You’re sitting right there, aren’t you? Whatever it was, even my childhood imagina- good way to describe it. Me and Miss Legrand
But something invisible has changed.
trod off together in the hazy morning light.
tion couldn’t have brought it back to life.

The Road: Adaptation of Pulitzer winner does not dissappoint
Visual representation of dark
post-apocalyptic novel maintains similar feel.

there are no animals left, and the only thing
left to care about is food. Most of the few
remaining survivors belong to cannibalistic
gangs. An unnamed man (Viggo Mortensen)
by Luke Mosher
is traveling with his son (Kodi Smit-McPhee)
on a road with a vague hope of reaching the
Over Christmas break I had the privilege of coast and finding something better there.
seeing John Hillcoat’s adaptation of Cormac
Adapting The Road to visual medium is difMcCarthey’s 2007 Pulitzer Prize winner The ficult because much of the novel’s beauty was
Road in a small, independent theater with only in its bleak and simple style. The novel used
seven other people in the audience. I’ve been hardly any punctuation—a visual metaphor
waiting for this film for almost a year because for the nearly empty world that the two charof delays in production, but it was finally giv- acters inhabited. The film was able to extend
en a limited release this past November. The this metaphor onto the screen through long
Road has already proven itself to be one of the cuts, wide-angle shots, washed-out lighting,
best novels of the new century, and the Cohen and a minimalist soundtrack. The Road keeps
brothers’ No Country For Old Men proved it as simple as possible; the scenes develop
that McCarthey’s work, in the right hands, is slowly and the dialogue is carefully delivered.
excellent source material.
There was a lot that the film changed from
The Road is set roughly ten years after an the book, but I found that the changes were
apocalyptic event that destroyed most of the
earth’s population. The world is full of ash, SEE THE ROAD PAGE 5
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DISNEY IS
BACK AGAIN
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
I will caution you to think twice before
taking very young children to see the film.
Dr. Facilier is a realistic villain. Like the
wicked witch from Snow White, he may
haunt your dreams for some time, and
I expect some parents to raise concerns
about the portrayal of voodoo in a Disney
film. The shadowy spirits and ghouls who
do the work of Dr. Facilier are unsettling
and may be a dark theme for kids, but we
should be able to appreciate the reality
of the spiritual world and the dangers of
bargaining with evil forces. The movie clearly
distinguishes good and evil, and accurately
portrays a dark aspect of Louisiana history.
If you are still wrestling with yourself, please come to a conclusion as soon
as possible. After all, it’s been in theaters
for over a month. The golden age of Disney has been long expired, but if you’ve
forgotten what it was like, The Princess
and the Frog will refresh your memory.

FILM CLUB
BACKWITH
CHANGES
New rules regulate public
film showings, while new
class promises training for
aspiring filmmakers
Isaiah Smallman

ismallaman@covenant.edu
Staff Writer
Officially, the purpose of Covenant’s
Film Club is to expand the student
body’s understanding and appreciation
of both the meaning and production
of film, and to relate film to a Christian
worldview. So how does this affect us?
First, there are some changes. This
semester, the form of the Film Club will
be slightly different than in years past.
One of our largest spheres of influence
on campus has been our weekly viewing
of classic movies. However, because of
strict copyright laws, we are no longer
able to watch movies as an official group.
Since the club believes that viewing films
critically is an important part of appreciating cinema, we strongly encourage
students to not only watch movies, but
also to discuss and critique them, even
though we can no longer meet as a group.
Another event to remember is the
Broad Street Film Festival last spring.
Covenant College joined with Bryan

PHOTO BY GARETT REID

College to present a number of student films ence. By no means did I come to Covenant
because of its flourishing film program, but
at the Bijou Theater (now the Majestic) for
I would be lying if I said I wasn’t startled
some friendly competition. The event was
by the meager presence of these supposed
a huge success. Many students from both
“film studies.” Dr. Foreman’s reading film
schools showed up, watched the films, and
returned to the Tivoli the following night for class had been about the extent of forthe Oscar-style awards ceremony. Covenant’s mal film study offered at Covenant until
recently, in
films ran away
the spring of
with some of
2008, when
the biggest
the theatre
awards of the
department
night, and as
offered a
your new Film
course in
Club President,
screenwritI want to make
ing. Both
sure we do it
were valuable
again. But we
classes, but
can’t win any
neither covawards if we
ered the acdon’t submit
tual mechanany films this
ics of film
year. Also, the
production.
festival is goSo I am pleased to announce that this
ing to be bigger and better because we are
May term Covenant College will be ofinviting Southern Adventist University.
fering a class in filmmaking. Covenant
Now more than ever, we encourage
alumnus Gregg Easterbrook, an in-demand
students to produce films. This has been
director and cinematographer for comdifficult in the past because we have lacked
mercials and movies, will teach the class. It
equipment. But by building our assets over
the past several semesters, we finally have the
is possible that the class will be canceled
resources to produce high-quality films. I hear because he has a film shoot planned that
could run behind schedule. But this is
a lot of talk from a lot of different people
a valuable opportunity to learn from
about plans to make movies. But I find for
someone who is actually making movies
the most part that it’s all bark and no bite.
and knows what he is talking about. If
I’m guilty of this, too, but now there is no
you have any interest in learning the art of
excuse. You have the ideas, and we have the
filmmaking, this is a great opportunity. For
resources. Let’s get to it. Show your talent.
now, the Covenant College Film Club enOn another note, when I was previewing
courages you to further your appreciation
at Covenant, I was told “film studies” were
of cinema by watching or creating films.
available. You may have had the same experi-

I am pleased to
announce that this
May term Covenant
College will be
offering a class
in filmmaking.

REVIEW: THE ROAD
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
actually good. The whole “different from
the book” complaint still applies here, but I
don’t think the changes were horrible. Director John Hillcoat said he didn’t want to make
any changes from the book that didn’t feel authentic to the book’s tone, and he did a surprisingly good job. Ancillary characters and
scenes, such as a simply outstanding performance by Robert Duvall as an old traveler and
a few flashbacks of Mortensen’s wife (Charlize
Theron), actually improve the film’s theme and
character development. Despite additions, I’d
say the film was a faithful adaptation of the
book.
Also, the tone of the movie is not entirely
simple. It has a suspenseful edge that would
have made Hitchcock proud. While not as
visually stimulating as The Master’s thrillers,
The Road is still the kind of movie that makes
you lean forward in your seat with your mouth
agape. The film achieves its suspense not with
fast shots or techno background beats, but
with slow, horrifying realizations that—wait—
the people that own this house are coming
back! The camera shows the “bad guys” (as
Mortensen keeps telling his son) walking back,
and the father and son hide in an upstairs
bathroom with a bathtub filled with blood
and bones.
This is just a glimpse of The Road’s quality. It was a very satisfying experience. Viggo
Mortenson and Kodi Smit-McPhee give solid
performances, and I fully expect the young
Smit McPhee (now 13) to be in many films
in the next few years. Bizarrely, this film
only received a limited release in theaters, so
you might have to wait for the DVD. But I
wouldn’t worry too much; I had to wait a year
to watch it and I wasn’t disappointed.
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More than just a name change

Hunter Museum of American Art

by Anna Phillips & Anna Wiersema
So you might be wondering where the
“Faith” and “Outlook” sections have gone…
don’t worry, we haven’t lost them. We decided
it was time for a change, so we have combined
the two sections and renamed them “Perspectives.” Our hope is that this title will encourage diverse responses.
We intend this section to expand campus
perspectives: socially, intellectually, politically,
artistically and over and throughout all, spiritually. We envision “Perspectives” as a section
where constructive discussions occur, where
we as Covenant students can reach beyond
ourselves into the broader intellectual world
by grappling with the strengths and the shortcomings of our own community and traditions.
While we will continue to publish articles
that reflect relevant student perspectives, we
have added a calendar of social happenings
(both in the Covenant and the Chattanooga
community). We also hope to showcase a limited number of literary compositions and political cartoons.

(every first Sunday is free admission)

An Artful Evening at the Hunter, January 21st at 6:00 pm

An Artful Evening, sponsored by Avant-art. Come for a night of conversation
about art and life atthe Hunter. Avant-art sponsors this curator-led gallery
experience that open to everyone. Afterwards, can catch up with old friends
and make new ones during the social hour.

Anna Phillips and Anna Wiersma editors of Perspectives, the Bagpipe’s opinion and discussion section.
PHOTO BRANDON BAUM

To top it all off, we (your editors) are also
new. Anna Wiersema is a sophomore English
major from Allen, Texas. Anna Phillips is a
senior philosophy major from Birmingham,
Alabama. We are both very excited about this
semester and the changes it will bring for the
Bagpipe.
Both of us agree that it is important for students to have a voice and we want to provide
a place for that to happen. We would love to
hear what you think we should cover, and we
would love your own submissions, so please
send them on. If you’re interested in writing
regularly, e-mail us for further details.

Wrestling with the Prayer of Faith
How are we called to balance the order to pray expectantly
with the reality that God doesn’t answer as we expect?
God is sovereign, so He can do whatever He
wants.
But while I believe in the sovereignty of
God with all my theological might, I have to
wonder if sometimes I use that truth as an excuse for my weak faith life.
About a year ago, I was talking with a good
friend about the power of prayer. She told me
that she was struggling with Jesus’ words: “Ask
anything in my name, and it will be given
to you.” She told me she had personally witnessed people praying over a dying man, believing in faith that God would heal him—but
then the man died. I didn’t know what to tell
her in that moment, but later that week I fell
to my own knees in doubt and confusion, begging God for an answer regarding that mysteby Anna Phillips & Anna Wiersema
rious—and dare I say charismatic—“prayer of
The letter of James is arguably the most an- faith” which I had long avoided in fear.
I confess I am afraid of the implications that
noying book of the Bible. It is way too convictfollow
if God does not, in fact, give me what I
ing, and it talks about things that make me
ask.
Does
that mean He isn’t really real? Does
tremble in my boots. Things like “But let him
it
mean
I
am
not “predestined” to be heard? Ah,
ask in faith, with no doubting” (1:6), and “the
the
flitting
little
doubts that plague my theoprayer of faith will save the one who is sick,
logically
well-trained
mind when this subject
and the Lord will raise him up” (5:15).
comes
up.
But
as
I
wrestled
with my friend’s
For me, asking God for something can feel
question
and
pondered
God’s
character, Matlike applying for a scholarship. Fill out the
thew
7:
9-11
came
to
mind:
“Or
which one of
right forms, use good grammar, and hope that
you,
if
his
son
asks
him
for
bread,
will give him
someone else doesn’t have better qualifications.
a
stone?
Or
if
he
asks
for
a
fish,
will
give him a
Then, wait patiently to hear back. If you don’t
serpent?
If
you
then,
who
are
evil,
know
how
hear back, simply shrug your shoulders, ponto
give
good
gifts
to
your
children,
how
much
der the reasons why, cry a little, and move on.

SHEPERDMAN FILES

EVENTS
CALENDER
Upcoming events at and around Covenant

Exhibitions:

Jellies: Living Art
The Kennedys: Portrait of a Family
Themes of Identity

Ongoing - May 26, 2011
Ongoing - Jan 24, 2010
Ongoing - Apr 25, 2010

Covenant College
Teresa Walters, Piano Performance:

Dora Maclellan Brown Memorial Chapel
Friday, January 29, 2010, 8:00 PM

Point of Departure:

an exhibition of the work of Chattanooga sculptor John McLeod, will be on
display January 21-March 8, 2010, in the Covenant College art gallery on the
second floor of Kresge Memorial Library. A reception will be held February 10,
2010, at 7:00 p.m., followed by a lecture at 8:00 p.m.

The Tivoli Theatre
Chattanooga Symphony and Opera presents:

Dvorak: Carnival Overture, Op. 92; Hindemith: Symphonic Metamorphosis
on Themes of Carl Maria von Weber; Rimsky-Korsakov: Scheherazade, Op.
35
Tivoli Theatre: Feb 4-5, 2010 8:00 pm

The Opera Show

Tivoli Theatre: Saturday, February 6 at 8:00 pm

Broadway Productions Presents CABARET

Tivoli Theatre: Tuesday, February 9, 2010 at 7:30 pm

Downtown
Ray Gross’s Common Objects Exhibit at the River Gallery:
Jan. 1-30, 2010 [http://www.tnvacation.com/events/5471/]

Faretheewell, Of Famine or Chance:

D//J/H/D, DJ Acronym, Raenbow Station
January 22, 2010. 412 Market St.. 7:30 pm
(http://eventful.com/chattanooga/events/faretheewell-famine-chance-djhddj-acronym-/E0-001-027355047-8)

Friends in the Park:

Volunteer at a dinner for the homeless @ Miller Park 3:00-4:30pm, January
23, 2010. Contact Brenda Trace for more information at 4urhealth@gmail.
com (http://eventful.com/chattanooga/events)
Fee performing at Lee University January 24, 2010, 7:30pm (http://eventful.
com/cleveland_tn/events/fee-/E0-001-027414421-0)
Outdoor Adventure Club of the South January 26, 2010, 7:00 pm
(http://eventful.com/chattanooga/events/oacs-chattanooga-meet-andgreet-first-one-2010-/E0-001-027371306-8)

More Information:
http://chattanoogapulse.com
http://www.chattanooga.gov/2919_TivoliTheatre.htm
http://createhere.org/
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MEN, IT’S TIME
TO SHOW YOUR

STYLE
When people look at me, I don’t want them to think “prep”
or “trad”, but “gentleman.” In other words, style is about
honesty: using your personal appearance to reflect who you
are—or at least who you aspire to be.

A TRIBE CALLED NEXT

This is a column about men’s clothing style.
There was a time when, like some of you, I
would have laughed at such a concept. “Style
is for women,” I thought, “Men just don’t do
clothes.” Then I started doing debate, and I
came to Covenant, and I worked selling suits
last summer. I realized that men have good
reasons to care about personal style. A man
with style is confident, secure, and broadcasts
this to the world. A man with style communicates his manhood.
At this point, you’re asking “Why should
I care?” First of all, you need to know that
what you wear sends a message, and people
unconsciously judge you based on it. Wearing
flip-flops and a hoodie to class sends a different message than wearing a pair of slacks and
a tie—you don’t even have to act differently.

Don’t believe me? Ask any girl—girls notice current trends dictate your style. Just because cial parameters for various situations. Can you
what the guys are wearing, they just don’t al- tight jeans are “in” (or “out”, if you’re a non- break conventions occasionally? Of course you
ways say it. A girl notices when a guy has taken comformist) right now is no reason for you can, as long as you keep the commandments.
the time to clean up a bit.
to wear tight jeans. The second rule is what True style is knowing how to pull it off. A man
So, with that in mind, what is style for men? Thoreau said: “Simplify.” It is better to have a who can successfully pull off rule-bending
I want you right now to clear your minds of few well-chosen pieces that can be combined items like plaid pants and patchwork blazers
the images you are conjuring up, whether it easily than a whole wardrobe full of stuff you has true style because he knows how to tastebe metro, preppy, trad, punk, indie, what- don’t wear. It’s ok to donate a few pieces to fully work wacky things to his advantage.
Again, style is about the message, not about
ever—these are all marketing labels that the Goodwill or the Church rummage sale. Another
rule
is
dress
to
the
occasion—don’t
wear
the
items. Wearing a sports coat and tie to class
clothing industry uses to create the illusion of
a
tux
in
church
(ever),
don’t
wear
a
suit
to
a
doesn’t
mean that you’re conforming—it means
style. Style is not about the labels, but about
cookout,
don’t
wear
a
seersucker
suit
and
bow
that
you
took the time to present a well-groomed
the message. When people look at me, I don’t
tie
together
ever
(unless
you
happen
to
have
appearance.
Let me just stress this once more:
want them to think “prep” or “trad”, but “gentleman.” In other words, style is about hon- 10 million dollars and own a bank).
style is not about labels or brands. Style is about
Finally, just have fun—it’s ok to wear some- sending a message to the world about who you
esty: using your personal appearance to reflect
thing
that’s a little out there. The rules are not are and who you aspire to be. When you get up
who you are—or at least who you aspire to be.
All that said, I would like to stress that there meant as restrictions—they free you by forc- tomorrow morning, ask yourself what your apare rules. The first rule of style is, don’t let ing you to work out your style within the so- pearance says about who you are.

Courageous Faith in Prayer?
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
more will your Father who is in heaven give
good things to those who ask him!”
What if our imperfect view of life leads us
to pray confidently, assertively, and faithfully…
for a snake? Will our heavenly Father shrug
His shoulders and say, “Well, alright, you
asked for it; here ya go”? Of course not! Our
God is the same yesterday, today, and forever,
and He does not contradict Himself. He will
not give us what we want if it is not something
that will bring Him glory and make us more
like Christ. It was this realization that suddenly helped me see why God would say “Pray
and you will get what you pray for,” and yet
still not always answer like we want him to. I
always thought He was contradicting Himself,
but now I see differently. I think that this is a
struggle many Christians have with Scripture.

by PHILIP PUGH

We may believe with all our heart that our desire is just, holy, and good—and so it may be,
in and of itself. But in comparison to the feast
God has in store for us, perhaps it is a can of
spam.
In the end, the sovereignty of God really
is the final word. Our prayer life should not
be timid, nor should it be like our Christmas
wish list. Rather, the time we spend in prayer
is meant to draw us into an open, communicative, and intimate relationship with the
Trinity. Furthermore, we are not excused from
examining our prayer life carefully. James 4:3
says, “You ask and do not receive, because you
ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.” We
should continually ask ourselves whether or
not our desires line up with the desires God
speaks of in His Word and then we should
pray—courageously, and without ceasing.
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BASKETBALL
Sophomore Sam Bowman drives around a LaGrange
defender in the Scots 70-66 victory last Monday.

Coach Kyle Taylor, in his first year of coaching at
Covenant, strategizes during a time out against LaGrange on January 11.

Junior Logan Dahms hit this free throw that, with a
couple other shots, helped clinch victory against LaGrange College on January 11.

IS ICING ON THE CAKE FOR SOPHOMORE
PHOTOS BY GARETT REID

SAM BOWMAN
Sam Belz

difficult, Taylor is counting on his new talent
for
team stability. A number of players have
sbelz@covenant.edu
been performing well lately. This includes freshSports Editor
man Callum Sears, sophomore CJ Robinson,
With their win against LaGrange College last freshman Damien Chaney, and last but not least
Monday (Jan 11), the Scots have already won sophomore Sam Bowman. Recently, Bowman
one more game than they did last year, when has been shooting excellently with 12 points
they went 2-29 in the regular season. But with against LaGrange and 19 against Maryville.
It was Bowman’s hand size, 6’ 7” height, and
their record still only 3-10 with 12 games left
good
coordination despite his size that first
in regular season play, Coach Kyle Taylor, along
caught
Taylor’s eye back in May, when Bowwith his band of transfer students and underman
and
his father visited campus.
classmen, have their work cut out for them if
“When
you’re looking at post players, you
the season is going to end even close to .500.
look
at
footwork,
hands and athleticism and
What the Scots lack is leadership, Taylor said
Sam
has
all
those
attributes,”
Taylor said.
in an interview last Thursday. “When you have
Taylor
knew
Bowman
would
be good from
leadership, people are the on the same page and
the
start.
working towards a common goal. If you don’t
“He worked out for about 30 minutes and it
have leadership, there’s nobody to rally behind,”
was
obvious that he was going to be a special
Taylor said.
player.
I told Tim Mahla [Bowman’s admissions
This will be difficult for the Scots to overrepresentative]:
this guy is going to be our best
come, even players would admit. The Scots face
player
for
the
next
two or three years,” Taylor
a challenge to team unity. With only one senior,
said.
few juniors (most of them transfers), and a new
But Bowman is more than athleticism.
head coach, the Scots lack experience as a team.
“He’s
mature and articulate about his faith,”
“It’s hard to have leadership when you don’t
have people who have been here three or four Taylor said.
“I came solely for the academics and the
years and when you have a new coach,” Taylor
Christian environment. Basketball was an unnoted.
While new faces make building a program expected surprise,” Bowman said.

Bowman played his freshman year at North who set the screens are usually the ones who
Georgia College and opted out his sophomore are rewarded with getting open for a shot,” said
Taylor.
year.
On defense, the Scots’ match-up zone gives
“I was miserable with basketball. The program
wasn’t what I thought it was and I had lost the them room to make mistakes so they don’t have
to be as good defensively, Taylor said. It’s also
desire to play,” Bowman said.
When he applied to Covenant, a school he had different from what other teams run, so it’s hard
considered during high school, he thought his to prepare to play against.
Even with good offensive and defensive plans,
bad grades would keep him from being accepted.
“When I was at North Georgia I wasn’t sure if the Scots must focus on protecting the ball and
I would get in to Covenant, but I felt like God getting open, according to Taylor.
“It’s not me coming up with great plays; it’s
graciously opened the door because He wanted
the guys going out and making plays,” Taylor
me here,” Bowman said.
When he arrived at Covenant last Fall, bas- said.
The coach would admit that it’s been a little
ketball became Sam’s icing on the cake.
“I hadn’t really considered playing basketball bit of a roller coaster with so many freshmen,
until the admissions people told me to meet the but it hasn’t been anything he didn’t expect,
new coach they had just hired. Meeting with because there are no upperclassmen to provide
consistent play night in and night out.
Coach Taylor really tipped the scale,” he said.
But the Scots know that. “We have enough
Now, the sophomore from Flowery Branch,
talent to make shots,” Taylor said. “If we don’t
Georgia must reignite the smoldering Scots.
“Execution is key. The Scots have to focus on turn the ball over, we’ll be fine. Our Achilles’
Heel has been our inability to stop dribble pentheir ability to execute,” Taylor said.
Covenant’s offensive plan looks solid, and etration.”
And the Scots are working on that, too. They
should succeed if they stick with it. They attack
under control then transition into “four out, spend 20-30 minutes each practice working
on guarding the basketball, another detail that
one in.”
“The team has bought into motion offense; shows the teams’ hard work and commitment
now they’re cutting with a purpose. The guys to success.

