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Promising solution to 20-year-old
sewer dispute finally surfaces
by Kate Harrison and Zach McElrath
Every year, Covenant College spends
about $60,000 operating deteriorating sewer
lines which carry sewage from the Krupski
Loop residential neighborhood, located a
few minutes south of the college along Scenic
Highway. Covenant is currently working with
the city of Lookout Mountain, GA, and Dade
County Water and Sewer Authority (DCWSA) on a proposal that would rid the school of
this expensive responsibility and resolve a host
of problems for the residents of the Krupski
subdivision.
Under the current proposal, the city
council of Lookout Mountain has agreed that
if Covenant and DCWSA can raise enough
money to repair the damaged Kruspki subdivision sewer lines and tie them directly into
the city’s own sewer infrastructure, then the

city will take on ownership and operations of
the Krupski sewer lines.
The estimated cost of these repairs is
$533,000. As of December 2, $450,000
of that has been raised. Covenant first put
forward $150,000 for the effort, and the
DCWSA has since pledged $50,000. Another
$250,000 has been raised through a combination of state and federal grants, largely due to
the efforts of Angela Steedley, a grant writer
employed by the college for this purpose.
Residents of the Krupski subdivision have
been dealing with sewage problems stemming
from the deteriorating lines for over 20 years,
but until now, no lasting solution to the issue
has ever been solidified.
GARRETT REID

see SEWER, page 3 One of the Krupski subdivision sewer pumps, located on DCWSA property.

Covenant seeks partnership The Little Team That Could:
Covenant's fledgling forensics team makes
with Buy It*Downtown
waves at Carson Newman tournament

by Molly Turner
Despite common complaints about
being stuck on the mountain, Covenant
students have their fair share of downtown
haunts. Namely, an addiction to local
coffee shops and restaurants like Yellow
Deli, Aretha’s, and Greyfriars, denting their
wallets after only a few visits. Students now
have reason to expect relief from Chattanooga’s new Buy it*Downtown (BiD)
program.
BiD is a non-profit organization in
Chattanooga seeking to keep local businesses afloat in the choppy waters of the
unstable economy. Student Senate, in
conjunction with the Advancement office, is
working to bring the Buy it*Downtown program to Covenant to make the downtown
experience more affordable and rewarding.
In late September, Student Senate
conducted surveys in the Great Hall during
meal times, asking questions about the time
and money spent downtown. The surveys
were part of the Senate’s research to measure the student body’s need for a program
like BiD.
“I think it’s a great idea. It’s very beneficial for Covenant and would really advance
the downtown community,” said student
body president Alex Anderson.
When they sign up for BiD, participants
are given a card that works similarly to a

by Hannah Vanbiber

Niedlov’s Bakery is one of many Chattanooga businesses participating in the
Buy It*Downtown program.
debit card. Through an online transaction,
the user places their desired amount of
money on the card from a checking or savings account. They may then use this card
to make purchases at businesses participating in the BiD program. As consumers
spend money at these locations, they receive
15 to 20 percent discount vouchers as a
reward for being a local consumer.
The Buy it*Downtown program started
in 2007 and now represents over 60 downtown businesses, including Covenant favorites such as City Cafe, Clumpies, Good Dog,
Lupi’s Pizza, Niedlov’s Bread, Mud Pie, and
Greenlife. In addition to restaurants, BiD
serves other businesses such as A Novel

see DOWNTOWN, page 2

in Extemporaneous Speaking were freshman Sarah Swygard (first) and sophomore
Covenant’s forensics team turned
Zach Robbins (second). In Impromptu,
heads two weeks ago at a forensics tourGriffith took third place. All three qualinament hosted by Carson Newman Col- fied for Nationals in their events.
lege. Despite the youth of our program
Three Covenant teams participated in
and the experience of the competition,
the novice track of Parliamentary Debate.
Covenant competitors brought home
“Parli,” as debaters call it, is an imprompnine top awards.
tu partner debate, which means that you
The tournament was held at Cardebate with a partner and hear the topic
son Newman College in Jefferson City,
only fifteen minutes before debating it.
TN on November 20-21. 85 students
The topics range from those as specific
from 14 schools competed for a berth
as “The U.S. Federal Government should
at the upcoming national tournament.
strengthen ties in South America” to
Participating schools included colleges
those as vague as “This house should give
and universities with well-developed
thanks.” Ready, set, debate.
debate programs such as Bryan, CarsonThough none of Covenant’s debaters
Newman, Belmont, Clemson, and the
had previous experience debating in this
University of North Carolina.
style, two of our teams made it to the
Seven Covenant students competed
top eight finalists. Robbins, Griffith, and
in debate and two speaking events.
freshmen Ragan Brock and Andrew Van
Freshman Susanna Griffith said, “I did
Dyke all made it to quarterfinals.
not know what to expect, but I never
The surprising success of such a young
thought it would be as motivating, inprogram caught the attention of seasoned
spiring, and fun as it was.”
debate coaches and committee members
The biggest surprise of the weekend
of the National Forensics Association.
arguably came in the speech events,
Randy Richardson, director of Berry
which Covenant’s squad wasn’t even
College’s forensics program, pressed our
planning to compete in until ten days
team to attend the Georgia State Chambefore the tournament.
see DEBATE, page 2
Taking first and second place overall
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Covenant’s Debate
team flourishes
from DEBATE, page 1
pionship in February.
Though few from Covenant even knew
the tournament was happening, our team
was welcomed back as conquering heroes
by those who followed their progress. On
hearing the report, President Niel Nielson
said he was delighted to hear about the
tournament results.
“Not only did they represent the
College well, but they have contributed
greatly to a relatively new program that
has a very bright future,” Nielson said.
Tim Mahla, who accompanied the
team to Carson Newman, had never seen
a forensics tournament before and was
blown away by the events and organization. But most of all, he says, he was
impressed by our students.
“We were competing against wellestablished debate programs who are
better coached and better funded, and we
not only held our own but we came out of
the competition with a victory, a runner
up, and a third place in the events we
competed in. We did so great.”
“Coming from high school competition,” said Swygard, “I had no idea what
to expect for collegiate speech and debate.
Going to this tournament helped me
to remember why I love this activity so
much. I think the results bode well for the
future of the Covenant speech and debate
team.”
She also let slip a secret. “I get
nervous before every single round. I
always have and probably always will.”
Other team members concur—it takes
real courage to step out and speak. One

(From left) Zach Robbins, Luke Granholm, Sarah Swygard, Andrew Van Dyke, Susanna Griffith, Peter Yagel, and Ragan Brock
pose together after the awards ceremony for the debate tournament held Nov. 20-21 at Carson Newman.
debate veteran suggests that this is exactly
why we have a debate club.
The Debate Society was started last
year by senior Blake Bozarth. Since then,
under Robbins’ leadership, it has grown

Buy it*Downtown would save students’
wallets while boosting local economy
from DOWNTOWN, page 1
Idea, Natural Body Day Spa, North Shore
Yoga, Rock Creek Outfitters, and World
Next Door.
Bringing Buy it*Downtown to Covenant would encourage other local businesses to join the quickly growing program.
Last year, Blue Cross Blue Shield offered
the BiD option to their employees which
brought in over 5000 consumers to down-

town Chattanooga’s small business arena.
Consequentially, many businesses joined
the BiD program in hopes of seeing those
consumers come through their doors.
This program, if brought to Covenant,
would pave the way for over 1000 more
consumers, encouraging even more businesses to join (including Covenant favorites
such as Yellow Deli, Aretha Frankenstein’s,
Blue Plate, Mojo Burrito, Pasha Coffee &
Tea, and Rembrandt’s.)

into a solid team of around ten people
and now includes speech events as well.
The club meets weekly on Wednesday
nights at 9 p.m. for coaching, research,
and practice.
Advancement representative Katie
Mitchell states, “It’s kind of starting a blank
page for Covenant. Buy it*Downtown can
bring in more merchants, and Covenant
has a much-needed hand in the downtown
community.”
The Advancement Office hopes to use
this as an opportunity to observe the impact that Covenant has on the community
on and off the mountain.
According to Dean Voyles, the cost of
implementing the program at Covenant
would average out at about 10 dollars per
student, per semester. The funds would be

Faculty Quotes of the Week:

“I’m so proud of everyone who participated and competed,” said Robbins.
“God’s glory shone this weekend and I am
beaming and thankful for His providence.”
added to the student’s ScotsCard account,
and students could then use the ScotsCard
as a debit card around Chattanooga. Those
students who don’t spend much time off
the mountain needn’t fear—the program
would remain entirely optional.
“I’d totally be for it if it was reasonably
priced. I’m big on supporting local business,
and I practically live at Yellow Deli,” says
freshman Walter Somerville.
The jury is still out on whether or not
Covenant will offer the Buy it*Downtown
option to the students. Regardless, the plans
would not take effect sooner than Fall 2010.

Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“George Washington...the father of our country. As far as I know, he was not physically responsible for generating all of you. He didn’t get around. At all.”
-Dr. Bill Davis in CHOW I

“This is why polygamy doesn’t work! If you have 20 or 30 wives, there can’t really be any competition, but just two or three? It’d be utter chaos!”
-Dr. Dan MacDougall in Intro to Old Testament
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The Verdict
Yes... to there being

only 12 more school days before
we get the heck out of here.

Yes... to the 12 days of

Christmas.

And yes...

to the
first ever 12-page Bagpipe.

Letters to
the editor are
welcome!
Send them by email to
bagpipe@covenant.edu, with “Letter to
the Editor” in the subject line.
Or send letters to:
The Bagpipe
Box 169, 14049 Scenic Highway
Lookout Mountain, GA 30750.
• Make letters topical and keep them under
200 words.
• Letters may be edited for clarity and
length.
• Letters should be signed with full name,
class standing, and declared major, if
applicable.
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Sewer dispute rooted in ambiguous 1988 agreement
from SEWER, page 1
“For too long everyone has accepted the status quo of this situation,” said
Dade County Executive/Chairman Ted Rumley, who has been involved
in planning the switchover. “People have got to think about the situation of
the people living in the subdivision. The sewer problem is detrimental and
unsanitary, and this planned changeover has got to happen now.”
The saga of the Krupski Loop sewer issues is a long and convoluted tale
that has often been misconstrued by hearsay. To understand how crucial
the success of the present proposal is to both Covenant and the Krupski
neighborhood, it is essential to trace the story back to when the troubles
started in 1988.
1988-1999
The majority of Lookout Mountain residents still used septic systems
in 1988. The only two sewage treatment plants were at Covenant and at
the Krupski Loop neighborhood. This neighborhood was originally built
to accommodate troops and families stationed at the Flintstone Air Force
Base, which until 1962 operated a small radar station formerly located on
the present site of Shadowlands.
The clay-pipe sewer lines that run through Krupski Loop were built in
the 1950s. The neighborhood required a sewage plant because the house
lots were too small for septic tanks. The Air Force Base originally ran the

Dade County school
(located near Shadowlands)
closes down

1984

In 1999, Covenant tied its system into Lookout Mountain’s new sewer

Covenant College ties into
city of Lookout Mountain’s
sewage system

1988

Covenant asks EPD for
permit to increase sewage
capacity due to construction
of Schmidt, Rayburn Halls

order, which bound Covenant and the DCWSA to work together to perform certain functions. The consent order was signed by all parties.
According to a copy of the consent order reviewed by The Bagpipe,
DCWSA was given ownership of the sewer system, and Covenant became
obligated to operate the sewage system and the old plant until the new
system was completed. However, the order did not flesh out the details of
Covenant’s long-term operational responsibilities or the ownership responsibilities of the DCWSA.
Confusion over the agreement’s interpretation has since led to disputes
over who is ultimately responsible for problems with the Krupski lines,
which continue to deteriorate.
“It is my understanding that at that time, most people saw the agreement as a win-win. But a lot of unforeseen issues crept up soon afterward,”
said Covenant’s Facilities Management Associate Director Corey Dupree,
who has been involved in the saga for many years.
The problems started in 1989, soon after the consent order was signed.
“No one had a feel for why the old plant was failing, but not long after
we started receiving their sewage we saw why,” Dupree said. Sand had
already begun to infiltrate the Krupski Loop plant, and when Covenant
took over, the sand made its way into Covenant’s system. Meanwhile the
terra cotta pipes continued to corrode and the pumps wore down.
1999-2009

EPD grants permit on condition that Covenant take over
operation of Krupski Loop
sewage treatment

plant. When the base was closed, the ownership of the sewage system was
transferred to the Dade County School System, which operated an elementary school on the site until 1984.
After the school closed, the Dade County School system was no longer
permitted to run the plant. According to 1988 Dade County Sentinel
articles, the school system planned to cease its operations of the treatment
plant in December 1988, leaving the residents of Krupski Loop with no
way to process their sewage.
To make matters worse, the sewer system and plant had fallen into
disrepair at this point.
“Neither the homeowners, Dade County, the Dade County Water Authority, or any private entity wanted to own and operate the facility due to
its deteriorated condition and the amount of money that would be required
to bring the facility up to proper operating conditions,” wrote Sentinel
reporter Jewell Smalley in 1988.
Meanwhile, Covenant was making plans to add the Rayburn and
Schmidt wings to Belz Hall. In order to increase the size of the dorm, the
college needed to increase the amount of sewage it was allowed to process
in their plant. In 1988, Covenant applied to Georgia’s Environmental
Protection Division (EPD) for a permit to increase their sewage processing
levels. Initially, the EPD refused the request.
Weeks later, the EPD approached the college with a proposition: if
Covenant would take over the operation of Krupski Loop’s sewage system,
the EPD would grant the college’s permit request.
The deal made sense at the time. Covenant was close to Krupski Loop’s
sewage line, and after years of processing their own sewage, they had the
expertise to maintain a plant. Though the school was capable of taking on
the sewage operations, the line had to be owned by a a public entity.
The EPD tapped the DCWSA to assume ownership of the system.
Though its name suggests otherwise, the DCWSA was not equipped at the
time to operate a sewage system. The “sewage” part of their title chiefly
refers to their role as bill collectors for Trenton’s sewage services.
With a solution to the crisis finally reached, the EPD issued a consent

1999

2009

Covenant, DCWSA, and city
of Lookout Mountain
collaborate on plan to transfer operations of Krupski
Loop sewage treatment to
city and replace aging pipes

system, and stopped processing its own sewage. The college still operates
the Krupski Loop line, although it no longer processes its sewage. Lookout
Mountain currently receives Covenant and Krupski Loop’s combined
sewage, which is then processed by the Moccasin Bend Sewage Treatment
Plant. The college pays Lookout Mountain in terms of gallons per day, an
amount which includes Krupski Loop’s sewage. It is unknown how much
Krupski Loop’s sewage adds to this total.
With this change of circumstances, the 1988 consent order’s stipulations become even harder to interpret. The order was composed with the
understanding that Covenant was, at the time, processing sewage. The
agreement did not take into account the possibility of Covenant tying in to
another sewer line.
“This was a deal struck during a crisis situation, and we are no longer in
the same crisis,” said Dupree.
The current crisis is the system’s corrosion, which includes root infiltration and water infiltration in the pipes. Krupski Loop residents have been
increasingly affected by damages caused by the crumbling pipes.
“It has dragged on for decades,” said Selah Cross, who has lived in
the neighborhood for 21 years. Cross, whose house has not been affected
by the sewer problems, said that the troubles have varied throughout the
neighborhood. “We have had plenty of neighborhood meetings about it,
and people are divided about how to respond.”
Some residents have claimed that raw sewage has bubbled up with
groundswell. Others have reported severe home and property damage
due to sewage infiltration. It is not certain whether this damage originated
with residents’ private lines or with the main line. Covenant is only responsible for the main line.
Tending to the sewer lines has become a major responsibility for Covenant’s Maintenance and Operations department, headed up by David
Northcutt, Director of Facilities Management, and Mike Nicholson, Supervisor of Maintenance and Operations. Maintenance workers check the

see SEWER, page 4, for the conclusion of the saga
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Remembering a few of the
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Sewer proposal a “win-win
situation for everyone”

Chris Nelson

from SEWER, page 3

Chris Nelson is a sociology major from
Minnesota. His friends love him for his outdoorsman skills and wry humor. His ability
to transcend social barriers has been envied
by many a person who can't think of the
right thing to say and thought, "Man, if I
could only be like Chris." After graduation,
Chris wants to stay in Chattanooga and get
a job as a probation officer who specializes
in delinquency.

pumps along Scenic Highway every day.
Under its role as “operator” of the
Krupski sewage link, Covenant has ended
up having to fix all problems with pumps,
which has often required replacing them.
Covenant has spent thousands on repairs,
upkeep, enginnering, and new implenmentations in order to maintain and solve various sewage problems ranging from community lines to plant processing problems.
Right now Krupski Loop residents pay
$25 per month for sewage service. Dade
County collects the bill, and they in turn
pay Covenant as contractor. The monthly
fees amount to about $9,400 a year for the
college, yet the sum does not cover an eighth
of the year’s worth of what Covenant spends
on sewer maintenance. Dupree estimates
that Covenant spends at least $60,000 a
year on the line’s operational costs.
These expenses drain money from other
college operations, with both tuition dollars
and gifts funneling into the upkeep of a
sewer system not owned by Covenant.
“Sooner or later, all of the college’s funds
are related. In my mind, any dollar here
should be mission and purpose focused,”
said Vice President of Advancement Troy
Duble. “Running a sewer system isn’t part
of our mission and purpose, is it? But the
College signed an agreement a long time
ago, and we need to honor that, especially
since we are called to love our neighbors.”
Ultimately, the entire system needs to
be replaced, though the parties have long
disagreed about whose responsibility this is.
Since Covenant is not owner of the system,
it claims it is not responsible to replace the
line. Yet DCWSA also claims that since
it has had nothing to do with the sewer’s
upkeep, it is not responsible to replace the
system either. Once again, the 1988 consent
order has failed to guide the parties during
the present debacle.
“It was a poorly written agreement because no one was able to look twenty years
down the road,” Duble said.
The situation is an anomaly, according
to the EPD, who says they have never seen
the stipulations of a consent order govern
an agreement for 20 years. Yet the EPD has
effectively created a catch-22 for the parties
by refusing to cancel or clarify the original
consent order until Covenant and DCWSA
come to an agreement.
Proposals for city expansion in Lookout
Mountain have brought the sewer dispute to
a head. The city has also seen significantly
above-average rainfall this fall, which has
resulted in sewer lines flooding all over the
mountain.

Jonathan Neighbors
Jonathan Neighbors is a biology major
from Minnesota. He played JV basketball
in '07-'08. He is know for his refined taste
in music, movies, and literature. He also
often enjoys a titillating evening spent with
David Bazan, Genesis, Radiohead, Pinback,
the Cohen Brothers, Darren Aronofsky, or
David Foster Wallace. A player on the basketball court or off it, you can always spot
him by his swagger step and goofy grin.
After graduation, he plans to look for a job
where he can use is degree, and to "not be
homeless."

Colby Wilkins
Colby Wilkins is a philosophy major
who came to Covenant because he wanted
to learn in a place where there were other
reformed individuals. Colby has really enjoyed getting to know his fellow philosophy
majors and “being introduced to a world I
thought I should already know” in Modern
Philosophy with Dr. Davis. He as been in
three Covenant Productions: Fiddler on
the Roof, Rope, and A Bright Particular
Star, and has also served on the O-team.
Colby also studying abroad in Oxford
in Fall 2009, which he considers the best
environment to learn in and that “it’s made
my last two semesters better.” However, the
best thing Colby is taking from Covenant is
meeting his wife. He is engaged to be married to alumnus Kat Konieczny on December 18, 2009, and someday the two hope to
do missions work overseas.

Lindsay Phillips
Lindsay Phillips (on the right in the
picture), is from New London, North
Carolina, and graduates this month
with a major in Biblical Studies and
a minor in Interpersonal Counseling.
She played on the softball team for two
years and says that some of her fondest
memories from Covenant are the long
van rides with the girls on her team.
She loves guitars, the outdoors, and
friends. After graduation, Lindsay will
be returning to North Carolina to help
coach softball and substitute teach. She
is also pursuing an internship with
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MTW in Kenya. Eventually, Lindsay
hopes to get a Masters degree in Christian Counseling.

Earlier this year, a promising solution
began to materialize. With problems wors-

ening, Duble began discussions with the city
of Lookout Mountain about its interest in
taking over ownership of the Krupski sewer
system. The city has a stake in resolving
problems with the Krupski system because
ultimately, they impact the city’s own
systems.
During these discussions, the city of
Lookout Mountain agreed that if enough
money could be raised to repair the Krupski
subdivision’s sewer lines, then the city would
assume legal ownership of the Krupski lines.
They would then take on the responsibilities
of providing water and sewage services to
the residents of the subdivision and operating and maintaining the sewer lines.
Under this plan, residents of the Krupski
subdivision will pay exactly the same price
for water and sewer service as residents of
Lookout Mountain, Ga.
Through the city of Lookout Mountain’s
relationship with the Appalachian Regional
Commission (ARC), grant-writer Steedley discovered that the city qualified for a
federal grant, and along with Mayor Gifford
submitted a grant proposal that resulted in
$200,000 being awarded to the city to complete the project. The ARC also supplied
the city with a $50,000 “imminent threat
danger grant” because of the imminent hazards that the failing sewer system presents to
residents.
That leaves $83,000 remaining before
the project can get underway.
On November 12, Gifford told The Bagpipe that the city is in the process of applying for an another grant from the Georgia
Environmental Facilities Authority to obtain
the remaining funds. If the city is awarded
this additional grant money, Gifford believes it should be received by December.
Preliminary plans for the system have already been approved by the Lookout Mountain City Council, according to Gifford.
“The Council has already officially approved everything contingent on the funding,” said Gifford. “All the legal documents
are taken care of.”
All parties involved are trying to focus
on the way forward and avoid dredging up
old disputes, said Duble.
“It is so close to happening,” said Rumley.
“We’re going to keep a fire under it. We don’t
want to see the project lose momentum.”
If the proposal is implemented, Covenant will no longer be responsible for any
Krupski Loop sewer problems, and residents of the subdivision will no longer have
to wonder who to call in the event of sewer
issues.
“This way forward solves the problem for
everyone,” said Dupree.
Dan Earl, who moved to Krupski Loop
in 2001, said many of the neighbors are
ready to move on. “It’s been an unfortunate
situation, but the past is past. We want to see
it resolved, and it looks like it’s finally going
to be.”
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David Brooks fields questions Kiss your overdraft woes goodbye
after lecture at UTC
New regulations forbid banks from charging overdraft fees
by Daniel Coulbourne

by Sam Belz
David Brooks, New York Times columnist, author, and regular analyst on
The News Hour with Jim Lehrer, spoke at the University of Tennessee at
Chattanooga on November 17 to a packed auditorium about community
development and educating the emotions.
Brooks, a social and political conservative, likens his involvement with the Times
to a Jewish rabbi speaking in the middle of
Mecca. Bagpipe staff cornered Brooks after
his lecture, and he agreed to spend a few
minutes fielding our questions.
Bagpipe: We printed off your article on
cellphones and how they affect dating relationships,
and we put it in our bathroom stall.
David Brooks: That’s marketing.
BP: It’s very applicable to young folks in dating
relationships. You said that it’s not that we’re any
worse as people, it’s just we have less help.
DB: Yeah, there used to be a formula,
and that formula is gone.
BP: It has to do with your talk tonight about
social segmentation and how there’s just not that
community support. Do you have any advice for us
tonight? We’re both unmarried.
DB: I’m not real key on dating advice so
I’ll give you my wife’s number.
BP: Should we not date?
DB: No, I would say the one thing
I’ve noticed—I was telling some students
today—is that there used to be like a code,
a societal code how to act and that’s gone.
The only thing I would say, just statistically,
is take your time. The number of people
who marry early have historically worse records than the people who marry late. You
can actually do a statistical breakdown—
it’s very rationalistic—of what works. I’m
not even going to tell you, because it won’t
matter, and you’ll know it when you feel it.
But the number of people who marry post30 now is very high. I didn’t wait that long,
but it’s not stupid.
BP: It was really refreshing to hear how highly
you think of President Obama.
DB: He’s a wonderful guy. I disagree on
like half the stuff he says, but then I agree
with half. If you met him, you'd know he’s
very intelligent, he understands you, he
perceives opposing points of view. He’s very
smart. He’s what you’d want in a president.
BP: How have you heard of Covenant College?
DB: That’s a good question.
BP: It’s a small school in rural north Georgia.
DB: I’m trying to think. I mean I don’t
know much about it, but I know the name. I
must have met people from Covenant.
BP: If we had more money for honorariums,
we’d love to have you up there.
DB: Are there like famous Covenant
alumni in Washington or something?
BP: Michael Cromartie.
DB: Oh, he’s one of my close friends!
That’s it! That’s it. Yeah, Cromartie—I just
emailed him today.

David Brooks fields questions after giving a lecture at UTC several weeks ago.

Tired of college?
Not ready for grad school?

JOIN OUR MINISTRY TEAM
serving students & families
in Kurdish

IRAQ

Classical School
of the Medes
www.csmedes.org

The Federal Reserve decided on
November 12 to ban debit card and ATM
overdraft fees. The regulation, which goes
into effect next July, will prevent banks
from charging penalty fees to customers
who overdraw their accounts. Transfers
that exceed the balance will instead be
denied, unless the customer has opted in to
overdraft protection.
Overdraft fees are no stranger to many
college students, living in the world of
student loans and barely-there checking
accounts. For many, small overdrafts can
result in not-so-small financial upheaval.
Junior Laura Hutton has a checking
The general attitude at Covenant
account with a local Tennessee bank. Her
toward these changes seems to be one of
experience with overdraft fees was brought relief.
on by a few small purchases.
“It’s a long time coming and I think that
"I bought a pack of gum and a Coke--it
these are some much-needed regulations,”
was about three dollars. They charged me said senior Sam Belz. “I think that there
30 dollars every time I used my card, and
was a real outcry for some regulation from
I used it three times so I paid 90 dollars
constituents nationwide, and I think that
overall. I went to my bank because I had
it’s going to help some people, although
never done that before, but they wouldn't
there’s always a dark side to stuff.”
take it back."
Consumer advocacy groups like ConStories like this are not uncommon
sumers Union have long been arguing that
among Covenant students. SunTrust
overdraft fees were essentially unregulated
customer and freshman Jillian Smith was
high-interest loans. According to Lauren
charged $40 in fees after a check she wrote Bowne, staff attorney for Consumers
to her mother bounced. Sophomore Tera
Union, “soon, banks will have to perWoods was charged about $100 in fees
suade their customers that these overdraft
after overdrawing her Bank of America
programs are beneficial compared to other
account.
lower-cost alternatives.”

Quest program to be phased out
by Daniel Tucker

fered on the main campus,” said Vice
President for Academic Affairs Jeff Hall.
Covenant is gradually phasing out its
Hall stressed that although Quest is benon-traditional organizational manageing phased out, the Bachelor of Science for
ment major made available through the
Early Childhood Education (BSECE), and
Quest program. The decision was proadult degree completion program offered
posed by Covenant’s senior administration through the Education Department on
and approved by the board of trustees
campus, is not affected by the decision.
earlier this year.
Although the phasing out of the
New enrollment will end after spring
Covenant College Quest program has its
semester next year. Student support serbenefits, it is not without its downsides.
vices will continue through 2011 to assist
“As a graduate of the program, I am
students in completing their degrees.
very sad to see it go,” Quest enrollment
"We are committed to maintaining the
advisor Deb Leal said. “When I was a
same high level of academic integrity and
student, the management concepts I was
personal attention we have always provid- taught in class helped me to be a better
ed our students," Dean of Organizational
manager. I loved learning leadership skills
Management and Executive Education
based on Christian principles.”
Ginner W. Hudson said.
Leal also feels that the phase-out of
Since 1984, Quest has allowed adults to Quest means losing an opportunity to
earn a bachelor’s degree in organizational advance the kingdom of God by teachmanagement in as little as three semesters ing adults working in the Chattanooga/
or 18 months. However, many felt that that North Georgia area. She sees Quest as not
although the program had many benefits,
only an education program, but a healthy
it was hindering Covenant from focusing
Christian ministry as well.
on its mission as a Christian liberal arts
“Many of our students are in positions
college.
of influence in their organizations, church“The College is phasing out the Quest
es, and communities and can impact them
program in order to focus its resources
through a biblical perspective on managemore fully on the programs that are ofment and leadership,” Leal said.
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The Year in
by Colin Stayton and John Drexler
As the year winds down, we take a look back and discuss some of the hits
that formed the soundtrack to our lives (for those of us who listen to the
radio, that is). A few clear winners emerge, and a few others, well, they
could be contested.

Kid Cudi, “Day ‘n’ Nite”
JD: Kid Cudi has thrown a wrench into
the machine of popular rap. He approaches
women, drugs, fame, and money with a
more realistic take on temptation, moral
frustration, and endless self-reflection. “Day
and night / I toss and turn I keep stressin’
my mind / I look for peace, but see I don’t
attain what I need for keeps / This silly
game we play…play.” Kid Cudi’s uninhibited honesty and persistent shirking of
popular expectations of a rapper present a
prototype for the attitude popular rappers
could use more of.

Jay-Z, “Empire
State of Mind”
JD: Jay-Z reminisces on all of his favorite
spots in the Big Apple, and Alicia bangs out
big, invigorating chords on her piano and
earnestly wails, “These streets will make you
feel brand new / they might still inspire you.”
It feels like an understatement to call this the
feel-good song of the year. It feels better than
good. It feels as overwhelming as the city they
try to capture in just four and a half minutes.
Jay-Z calls himself the new Sinatra, and after
this song, a big part of me buys into it.

All-American Rejects, “Gives You Hell”
JD: Imagine if you asked an angry,
overfed, 13-year-old boy from suburbia, USA
what the best song in the world would sound
like. He’d say something like, it should totally
start off like it sounds like Heart and Soul, but
then it’ll change! Totally unexpected! Keep
everyone on their toes! And then some really
loud guitars will come in! And it’ll be about
how much I want to piss everyone off! Cause
that’s what great music is! Ladies and gentlemen: The All-American Rejects.
CS: These guys had one big hit in the
prime of the whiny, poppy emo bubble of the
early ‘00s. So, how is it that, some eight years
later, these guys have another hit? Simple—
they’ve learned the timeless art of self-parody.
Thick power chords tease us at the end of the
first verse, as if to say, “yeah, we know what
you think we’re gonna do, and we know it’s
cliché.” As they head into that inevitable powerguitar chorus, you can almost hear them smirk-

Phoenix, “1901”
CS: This French foursome has lived
in almost complete obscurity for the last
decade, despite three albums and a killer
name. But when “1901” hit the Internet early in the year, fans knew they had finally arrived. Amidst all the auto-tuned hoopla and
pop princess rivalries, “1901” hit us with
its simplicity, its honesty, and its downright
infectiousness. Phoenix seemed to have hit
on something passed over by the radio big
hitters. They were a real live band making really good dance pop. When Thomas
Mars sings, “I’ll be anything you ask and
more,” we believe him, because, well, gosh,
isn’t that what this song is? And more?

Grizzly Bear, “Two Weeks”
CS: Overdriven staccato keyboards,
skittish drums, and Rossen’s calm, pretty
vocals—these are the makings of a classic indie pop hit. Throw in some angelic
backup “ooh”s and a crunchy melodic bass
riff for extra measure, and presto! The
most recognizable indie hit of the year. As
a band, these guys have made all the right
moves, touring with Radiohead, playing
the late night talk show circuit, living in
Brooklyn. But one wonders how popular
they would be without this gem under their
belts. Congratulations, boys, you’ve officially stepped it up a notch.

Miley Cyrus,

“Party in the USA”
JD: The first time I heard this song, I
didn’t want to like it. I fought it with all of
my strength, but it infected my very being.
It was stuck in my head for a full three
weeks before I finally gave into its power.
You win, Miley. I know it’s hard to ignore
the irresistibly catchy melody, the repetitive
guitar riff, and horrendous lyrics, but listen
one time to the sheer driving power of the
drums and bass in this song, all set to that
feel-good-slow-jam tempo. Give up now on
any effort of resistance: it’s a perfect pop
song.
CS: Setting aside the horrendous lyrics, Miley’s latest hit is a testament to her
songwriters’ complete confusion as to what
to do with her. Miley is a commodity, and
in order to make the best returns on their
product, her image consultants have placed
her in an awkward position, riding the line

The Bagpipe

Lady Gaga, “Paparazzi”
between Disney pop star and sexualized
diva. Her last big hit, “7 Things,” was an
anthem for 15-year-old girls who hate their
15-year-old ex-boyfriends. Fair enough.
So who is “Party in the USA” meant for?
Those same 15-year-old girls? In the end,
the music can’t escape the triviality of the
lyrics.

CS: Lady Gaga has successfully appropriated the Gwen Stefani niche for 2009.
But instead of punk glam, Lady Gaga portrays herself as Italian royalty moonlighting
as a Victorian burlesque girl. “Paparazzi”
captures this feel flawlessly. If a pop song
is only as great as the image it portrays,
“Paparazzi” is as worthy as its namesake
suggests.

ing. “Gives You Hell” travels so far along the
irony continuum, it manages to be good again.
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Fantastic Mr. Fox satisfies, completely
by Drew Belz
Fantastic Mr. Fox, Wes Anderson’s sixth
feature film, opened Thanksgiving to rave
reviews across the country.
I myself was audibly cooing with delight
as we floated through a glistening flint mine
piled high with stolen chickens and bottled
cider, to the jazz piano of Cole Porter
played by a mole with piano-key suspenders.
This was deep in Mr. Anderson’s world
of miniatures, but I could’ve stayed there a
long, long time.
Wandering into the theater for Fantastic
Mr. Fox is like stumbling into a massive
museum. Our emotions may need time
to catch up, but until then, we are left to
stare and stare and stare at this labyrinth of
beauty.
The film—shot in stop-motion using
miniature dolls and sets designed with Andersonian detail—looks like nothing you’ve
ever seen before. Really.
But to give credit where it’s due, Fantastic
Mr. Fox is first a storybook from the imagination of Roald Dahl, the genius behind
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and James and
the Giant Peach. “Boggis, Bunce, and Bean:
one fat, one short, one lean…” So begins
Dahl’s limerick introducing three very nasty
farmers, who will stop at nothing to punish
Mr. Fox for stealing their chickens.
Wes Anderson had his eye on that
story for years. When Dahl’s wife finally
had a chance to meet with him, she knew
instantly he held the vision to bring the
treasured fable to screen.
Anderson’s achievement is an artistic
marvel of precision too fast for your eye. Every shot feels perfect. Most rewarding, however, are the long tracking shots through

Wes Anderson's newest film is fantastic. But don't take our word for it.
field and hedge, each foxhair bristling and
flaming pine-cone and a jagged bat—a game
every paper oooo rustling underfoot. The
to be tried on the chapel lawn once things
closest comparison might be the Wallace
warm up.
and Gromit films by Aardman, but even
The greatest tension and emotional tug, as
that comparison falls short. Chapters titled
in all Anderson films, revolves around family.
in Anderson’s signature yellow and scenes
The Fox family’s dysfunction begins with Mr.
washed in vintage red are textural tricks
Fox’s wild nature and a lust for adventure. He
only Anderson would pull.
starts stealing chickens after promising his
In addition to Dahl’s heroes Mr. and
wife he’d quit. “I have this thing,” he tells her,
Mrs. Fox (George Clooney and Meryl Streep), “where if people don’t think I’m fantastic, I
Anderson’s version includes their depressed
can’t feel good about myself.” But when Fox’s
teenage son (guess who: Jason Schwartzman), misadventures evoke the wrath of Boggis,
a neighborhood of rag-tag forest animals, and Bunce, and Bean, the family is forced una wack-bat coach (Owen Wilson). Wack-bat
derground, where the family mettle is sent
is Mr. Anderson’s own invention involving a
through the furnace.

How do we react to an animated film
about foxes stealing chickens? The answer is
only inside the theater, but what you’ll find
there is a film deeply true and truly hilarious,
a marriage managed by few. Undeterred,
Anderson stabs at layer on layer of emotion.
The movie satisfies on every level. Even
Alexander Desplat’s soundtrack covers a lot
of ground, making time for the Beach Boys,
Davey Crockett, the Rolling Stones, and the
Love Theme from Disney’s Robin Hood.
So why go see Fantastic Mr. Fox as soon
as you can? Because a near-perfect movie is
a rare thing.
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Hendrik Hertzberg
understands One Million

Book Review:
by James Harrison

Few of us have ever taken the time to sit
down and seriously ruminate over a word that
has become a part of our daily lexicon—one
million.
Okay, so that’s two words, but still, think
for a second. Have you ever seen one million
of anything? Is “one-million” the sort of
word(s) that leads you to drop your jaw in awestruck wonder, or do you tend to shrug it off?
If you had to describe the concept of a million
to someone who had never heard of the term
before, could you do it?
Thankfully, our friend Hendrik Hertzberg
understands 1,000,000. And thanks to his
new-ish and aptly titled book One Million, we
all might be able to grasp the concept a little
better ourselves.
Hertzberg, who usually writes about
politics for The New Yorker (and spoke at
Covenant last year), has put his creative
side on full display in an updated re-issue of
the book (first published in 1970), which hit
store shelves this fall. The book is 200 pages
of madness, save for the 12-page intro that
would kill as a stand-alone essay. By madness,
I mean the 5,000 dots per page representing
numerical digits, counting up all the way to—
you guessed it—1,000,000. It’s simple, fresh,
and mind-blowing.
Interspersed throughout each page,
Hertzberg has placed certain numbers to
correspond with the dots. For instance, at dot
359,160, you’ll learn that it had been exactly
359,160 hours since Dr. Martin Luther King
was shot, as of the forty-first anniversary of
the shooting on April 4, 2009. Trivial information—but it’s information nonetheless, and
it provides us with a useful perspective. So it’s

Book Review:
by Sam Townes

not all that useless, is it?
Hertzberg understands the useless/useful
idea better. In his introduction, he reminds
the reader (or in the case of this book, the
browser) that “This book is NOT a reference
work. Unlike the plastic bags your dry cleaning comes back in, this book is a toy. But it is a
toy with a didactic purpose, like a chemistry
set or an anatomically correct doll.”
In my opinion, this would be a great toy to
get acquainted with during the holidays, by a
crackling fire with your dog at your feet and a
piping hot mug of your mother’s finest cocoa,
which is probably made up of at least one
million molecules. To get your neurons firing,
here are a few wonderful, completely insignificant facts from Hertzberg’s book:
483: Americans killed during the Revolutionary War
22,000: Newspaper jobs lost in 2008
153,424: Pounds of coffee Starbucks uses in a day
349,296: Inches, the height of Mount Everest
584,164: Sunday circulation of the Houston
Chronicle
728,382: Gallons of blood pumped by the average
adult human heart in one year
879,440: Dollars lost every fifteen minutes by
GM in 2008
Holy smokes, GM! $879,440 every fifteen
minutes? That’s $58,629.33 a minute! Which,
according to my calculations, is $977.16 a second! Which is exactly the same price as—well,
you get the idea. As you might see, this could
be the sort of book that gets your neurons
going gaga. A winner for sure. If you get your
hands on a copy, I guarantee that you’ll find
out interesting facts about cigarettes, copper,
codfish, and crows, as they fly. All valuable
That's right, folks—Hendrik Hertzberg's new book has one million
and worthwhile information, thanks to Mr. H. dots in it.

CHRIS THORNTON

Trace Adkins: Far from the maddening crowd

It has often been said that we live in a culture devoid of renaissance men. Apparently
no one told Trace Adkins.
A world-renowned singer whose music is both accessible and innovative, he is
responsible for popular gems like “Honkytonk Badonkadonk” and “I Left Something
Turned on at Home.” But Trace isn’t merely
a tremendous troubadour. He’s a one-time
football player, Louisiana Tech student, and
oil-rig worker. Trace Adkins is a man that
failure is afraid to look in the eye (and who
can blame it?).
While he’s had more success in more
areas than 20 lesser mortals combined, it
still seemed—however improbable—that
his magnum opus had yet to be realized.
Then he wrote his autobiography A Personal
Stand—Observations and Opinions from a
Freethinking Roughneck. Trace Adkins first
hit single may have been titled “(This Aint)
No Thinkin’ Thing,” but his book is very
much a thinkin’ thing.
Trace Adkins is a man who has all sorts of
thoughts. Sometimes when I was reading this

autobiography it felt like I was sifting through
a bargain bin of thoughts. Each page is rich
with categorical claims and enlightening
aphorisms. Trace’s writing is both weighty
and humorous; in many ways he is the lovechild of Ernest Hemingway and David Foster
Wallace.
Trace, however, brings something to the
table which no author of his stature ever has—
guts. While some authors pussyfoot around,
letting the reader "reach their own conclusions", Trace tells it how it is. Not only does
he tell it how it is, he tells you how you should
think it is, which is something all these shifty
literary snobs could stand to learn.
Trace’s writing may appear to drift aimlessly at the haphazard whim of his alcoholaddled brain, but this indeterminacy is merely
an illusion. Underneath all the sprawling
anecdotes and generalizations lies a mammoth unifying force—Trace himself. No
matter where the actual prose wanders, Trace
is always unmistakably there, guiding you,
teaching you to be a better American. No
matter how confusing or seemingly compli-

cated the issue, Trace always has an anecdote
that directly corresponds to it.
I could ramble forever about the merit’s
of Trace’s penetrating book, A Personal Stand,
but I think it’s much more important that you
hear from the man himself.
Trace on the oil crisis: “Instead of having our energy supplies be held hostage to
religious unrest in other countries, we should
be poking as many holes in the ground and
seabed as we can right here at home.”
On parenthood: “Raising kids is similar to
breeding dogs.”
On teaching about the Civil Rights movement in school: “No disrespect to Dr. King,
but leave the religion and politics to me.”
On terrorists: “They’re just chihuahuas
chewing at our ankles and making our lives
miserable.”
On the war on terror: “[It's] like herpes:
people can live with it, but it’ll flare up from
time to time.”
On the New South: “I am a proud
member of the Sons of Confederate
Veterans.”

On the environment: “You could probably wreck an Exxon-Valdez in the ocean
every week and it would not change the
ecosystem…trust me, there’s a lot of blue
water out there. I’ve seen it.”
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CEO of Erlanger Hospital shares thoughts on healthcare
by Josh Barrett
Do you care about the current debate on healthcare reform? Jim Brexler, the
CEO of Chattanooga’s Erlanger Health, thinks you should.
Do you care about the current debate on
healthcare reform? Jim Brexler, the CEO of
Chattanooga’s Erlanger Health, thinks you
should.
Mr. Brexler spoke last Thursday on the
current healthcare debate and counseled
those in attendance, because “Decisions in
policy being made right this minute will
decide if you get healthcare in the future.”
The lecture covered current problems in the
healthcare system and an explanation of the
most recent proposal for healthcare reform.
The two main problems provoking the
current healthcare reform are the high costs
of and limited access to healthcare. Brexler
mentioned three particular causes of high
costs. First, the threat of expensive lawsuits causes doctors to practice “defensive
medicine” and over-treat patients. This helps
doctors protect themselves from being sued,
but makes the patient’s visit quite expensive.
Second, the incentive structure of our current
system encourages doctors to keep patients
sick. Doctors make money when people are
sick and need continued treatment, and this
can negatively influence a doctor’s approach
to a patient. Third, Brexler notes that our
country tends to practice medicine with

a focus on the latest technology instead of
preventative treatment. Many people in expensive intensive care units could have solved
their medical issue earlier and cheaper if they
had received treatment sooner.
Limited access to medical care comes
from these high costs of healthcare and insurance companies’ rational policy of not selling
insurance to those with preexisting health
conditions. This combination leaves about 47
million Americans presently without health
insurance. (Though, admittedly, not all of
these people lack insurance because they can’t
afford it. Some can afford it, but have just
chosen to not purchase it.)
The question is if we can create a system
that will adequately fund our medical needs.
By all accounts, our current system does not
do this well. Currently, the U.S. spends about
twice as much on healthcare per capita than
any other country, yet is not even close to having the healthiest populace.
The current proposal for reform addresses
these issues with a focus on wellness, expansion
of coverage, efficient and affordable care, quality
care, and better patient information systems.
A reform of tort law (civil law) is also part
of the plan. This will help control the lawsuits

Who makes our shoes?
by Rachael Jones
Many prominent corporations are
currently opposing a bill that would ban
products made from child and slave
labor. They are “worried” about what will
become of their businesses when they do
not have these products. They are worried
specifically that such a bill would prompt
further investigation into the origins of
their products. While there may be other
ideological reasons to oppose this specific
bill, this rationale is disturbing.
The truth is that slavery is not dead in
America, but is a part of our everyday life. It
is convenient and cheap and we benefit from
these products daily—all the while perpetuating a unjust system.
When we buy products, we are taking part
in a global exchange. Our decisions affect
not just us, but also the producers selling their
products to us, the employees of that producer,
and the individuals who made the products.
Who are these people? If we’re honest
with ourselves, the answer is that we don’t
really know. The rise of mass production
and large manufacturers has diminished the
relationship between creator and consumer.
Our focus has in many ways shifted from the
individual to what is cheap and efficient.
We have no idea what the situation
behind our products is. We buy a shirt that

that cause doctors to over-treat patients. The
plan also wants primary care doctors to play a
bigger role in providing care instead of specialists. This shifts the system’s focus onto general
wellness and treating sickness sooner rather
than later, which will in turn decrease the need
for expensive, critical care. If the proposal is
implemented, general physicians will soon be in
enormously high demand, considering that 47
million Americans would suddenly have access
to healthcare.
The plan also includes an individual
mandate, which means that everyone will be
required to get medical insurance. More people
having insurance will distribute risk and costs
among more people, making insurance less expensive on the average. Insurance reforms are a
part of this individual mandate and will expand
coverage by making it illegal to refuse health
insurance to anyone (even those with preexisting
conditions.) Along with this comes a government-run health insurance exchange, which will
broker different options and allow individuals to
customize their plan. There’s still a big ideological debate on this issue, with liberals wanting
the government to highly regulate prices in the
exchange and conservatives wanting the ability
to completely opt-out of the exchange and rely
solely on prices offered by the private market.
Brexler concluded his lecture by encouraging each of us to participate in this debate politically and to live healthy lives (the main point
of the debate is, after all, our health). Politically,

bipartisan cooperation will be necessary. If liberals and conservatives don’t engage in meaningful debate and reach some level of agreement,
Brexler warns of a displeased Republican party
that will only criticize any problems that emerge
from the reform. This may serve party interests,
but it will not solve the issue in the long run.

Child labor an ongoing tragedy we cannot afford to ignore

Today American corporations import products from all over the world—products
which are often made by the hands of children and slaves.
says “Made in Vietnam” and that’s really all
we know about where it came from. What
we often fail to realize, though, is that many
of these products have stories behind them,
some of which are far less glamorous than the
shoes we just bought.
Today American corporations import
products from all over the world—products
which are often made by the hands of children and slaves. Businesses know that these

Jim Brexler, the CEO of Erlanger Health
System, addressed a group of students on
Nov. 19 about the healthcare debate.

products are cheap and that they can make a
significant profit off of them.
As American consumers, we are either
ignorant of this exploitation or we just don’t
care enough to change the status quo. In the
past, businesses would dismiss the origin of
their products. But now they are not only
publicly acknowledging their dependence on
slavery, but refusing to rid themselves of this
source of income.

We should not be okay with this.
But what can be done? If a solution exists,
it isn’t an easy one.
One solution that is often suggested is to
support the fair trade movement. Companies
such as World Next Door, Better Way Imports and Invisible Children’s Mend Program
are committed to providing conflict-free
products to the consumer as well as economic
stability to those who create these products.
Of course, ideological conflicts arise even
within this movement. Fair trade is limited in
scope, and may even be causing more longterm harm than good. Just because a product
has the “Fair Trade” stamp on it doesn’t
mean that this is the best way to help developing communities.
So what should our response be? Is it
really reasonable to boycott shopping at
Walmart, Ikea, Hanes and L.L.Bean? I won’t
pretend to have a clear-cut answer. In fact,
this is one of those issues that just seems to get
more complicated the deeper you investigate.
But I do know that as Christians we should
be at the forefront of that investigation. If
nothing else, this should be something we are
praying over and discussing–working out as a
community what it means to seek justice and
see the end of slavery in our day.
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An Attractive Philosophy
by Zach Terrell
Rhonda Byrne has a secret. A secret so sensational that in 2006 she
decided that she needed to share it with the rest of humanity—by writing
about it in a book aptly titled The Secret. Unfortunately, it continues to gain
popularity.
Perhaps the most influential piece of
literature consistent with the New Thought
Movement, The Secret promotes a metaphysical belief system grounded in positive
thinking in the interest of desired material
return. Though it claims to be revelatory,
it’s no secret that The Secret is nothing new.
The belief is that the entire universe is
pseudo-scientifically subservient to every
individual human’s thought life. That is,
every single thought you have sends out a
literal signal or frequency that the universe
picks up on and responds to. That’s where
the Law of Attraction comes into play. The
type of thought you have combines with
the feeling it engenders to attract either
positive or negative external circumstances.
For instance, why do you think a day that
starts off poorly continues to go poorly? It’s
because the universe was listening to your
negative thought frequencies when you
got out of bed and stubbed your toe. You
attracted the coffee spill, the parking ticket,
the pink slip, and the bathroom-breakturned-baby-birthing.
On the other hand, you know how that
basketball player always gets “hot-hands?”
Well, it’s because he hit that impossible
fade-away, the crowd went wild, and he
started feeling good about himself. This
was followed by an intangible and impenetrable optimism, which reordered the
universe in his favor, making the next few
plays go his way. Duh. Who knew the “little
engine that could” was actually defying
conventional physics?
By using the Law of Attraction, an
individual can become healthier, wealthier
and, of course, happier. As such, The Secret’s
philosophy is, for lack of a better word,
attractive. In a world where individualism
is praised and material is made ultimate,
what better philosophical orientation to
align with than that of The Secret, which

equips the individual to manipulate than
the universe to achieve said material profit.
Call it good timing or brilliant marketing—either way, Byrne has made her mark
on the collective consciousness of America,
selling 4 million copies of the book and 2
million copies of the movie.
The real secret is that Byrne has designed something that feeds off of the very
postmodern impulse that tells us to own
our happiness. People respond to being told
that prosperity is just a few thoughts away. I
confess that after doing a little research on
The Secret I spent the next two weeks micromanaging my thoughts. Oh, and just so you
know, it doesn’t work. I never got that egg
separator.
What’s fascinating is that Byrne and
her followers consider this a revelation—for
“the first time in history” we have at our
fingertips the opportunity to change our
lives by becoming undyingly committed to
optimism and self-monitoring. Well, not if
ancient Stoicism has anything to say about
it—not to mention Joel Osteen. Or any
single self-help book ever recorded. The list
goes on and on.
The Secret is nothing new, and is no
teleological solution to the human tragedy
of sin. Even if “thoughts become things,”
where does that get you in the end? It might
get you a nice house and a pretty wife but I
think we should all know by now that such
things simply don’t fill your cup. The Secret
does nothing more than foster rife selfindulgence and the hubris that goes along
with it.
Conversely, Scripture promotes relationships not for the sake of material return, but
for the sake of the relationships themselves
and the inheritance of undeserved salvation. In the end, Byrne has given us another
limited gospel.

Rhonda Byrne's self-help philosophy is nothing new—and it's certainly no secret.

RA’s look on at the battle-ball competition held a few weeks ago.

PETER McCRORY

Battle-ball fights:

Why does this keep happening?
that if any of us allow our competitiveness to take priority over loving others,
A couple weeks ago, Student Develthen we have sinned.
opment organized an event in which
Battle-ball is not sinful. Being comstudents and staff could show their
petitive is not sinful, nor is striving for
appreciation for Covenant’s RAs in true excellence or having really tight-knit
Covenant College fashion—a game of
halls, but we are in sin if these things
battle-ball. Speaking as an RA, I am
lead us to forget Jesus’ words in John
very grateful and genuinely appreciated 13:34-35, which says “A new comit, if you couldn’t tell by the huge smile
mandment I give you, that you love one
I had on my face the whole time. And
another: just as I have loved you, you
I am sure all the other RA’s also apalso are to love one another. By this all
preciated it. But for some a great event
people will know that you are my displanned to bring our campus together
ciples, if you have love for one another.”
and inspire unity ended in a f ight. Why
I think that if we really thought
does this keep happening?
about it, we, as a whole campus, would
I am not writing this to point f ingers see that we not only act this way
at anyone or rub salt in any wounds,
around battle-ball, but at intramurals,
but I do think it’s about time we as a
in academics, with other halls, inside
campus really thought about this issue,
our own halls, and especially with other
especially since this is not an isolated
schools. We as a student body are all
event. The f ight is not the issue, but it is guilty of putting competition ahead of
a symptom of a disease that plagues our loving our family.
campus. Those who were involved are
When Jesus said “ just as I have loved
not the only ones infected, we all are,
you, you also are to love one another,”
and we need to treat it now.
that means that just as Jesus set aside
I believe that competition is great. I
everything he had and everything he
am also a f irm believer in pursuing exwas and died for us—his enemies—that
cellence in sports, classes, work or play. is how we are to love others. And he
I think that the bonds that tie halls towas not kidding. Anything less than
gether are invaluable. But I believe even love is sin. I think we all have a little
more fervently that none of those things repentance to do.
should ever lead us to hate our brothers
or sisters. I would even venture to say

by Will Young
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Scots pushed to overtime in
weeknight thriller
Staff Writer
Two weeks after a 19 point loss to
Berry College, Covenant regrouped and
grabbed their first season win last night
against the Vikings.
"I'm proud of our guys for their efforts.
They played as a team and competed the
entire 45 minutes," said Kyle Taylor, the
Scots’ Coach who earned his first Covenant career win last night.
While neither team maintained much
of a lead throughout the game, in the
game’s last fourminutes, Covenant hit
seven of their nine free throws to help
send the game into overtime.
In overtime’s first minutes, junior
Davis Eldridge fueled a 10-2 run with
two three-pointers, one from NBA range.

Eldridge finished with 22 points.
Freshman Damien Chaney scored
nine points with 11 rebounds and played
like a man, according to Taylor. Overall,
the Scots were 19 of 29 from the charity stripe, including a shaky 10 for 16 in
overtime.
The Scots’ weak overtime shooting
percentage allowed the Vikings to weasel
the contest back to a one-possession game
despite being down by eight points with a
minute and a half left.
Covenant has now halved their total
wins from last year as they improve to
1-4 on the season. Former conference foe
Bryan College will visit Barnes Gymnasium Wednesday night for a men's and
women's double header. Tip offs are set
for 5:30 and 7:30.

Senior Joanna McGill sets for a running Johanna Stoep, a senior, in NCCAA regional
play on November 20. The Scots ended the season 14-17 with losses against Oakland
City University and King College.

Two varsity volleyball
players honored
by Staff Writer
Senior Joanna McGill ended her Covenant career with 1,609 assists and 1,153
digs in 427 games.
"Joanna is going to leave a gaping hole
in our program when she graduates," said
coach Heather Taylor. "She is a true
student of the game and the most aware
volleyball player I have ever coached."
Sophomore Jessie Jakes is described as
one of Covenant’s most cheerful competitors and one of the hardest hitters. This sea-

son she posted 281 kills in her 109 games.
McGill, a captain and model setter, was
named to 2nd Team All Region, and Jakes
earned Honorable Mention.
The team started out shaky with a 2-5
record but pulled even at 6-6 only to go on
a nine-match losing streak before winning
nine out of their next 10. The Scots ended
their season on November 20 with a loss
against King College.

Junior Erica Forland powers up to the rim to lay one in.
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Lady Scots advance to Nationals

The Lady Scots are shining after their win against Campbellsville University in the NCCAA Mid-East Region Championship 1-0. They play in NCCAA Nationals this week.

Staff Writer
Saturday saw a patient, hard-working
Lady Scots soccer team effort produce
another win. Visiting Campbellsville University fell 1-0 to Covenant in the NCCAA
region final.
"Today was a great show of patience,"

said Coach Mark Duble after the match.
"Probst was there to score the goal when we
needed it most."
After outshooting Campbellsville 7-0
in the first half, and 7-3 in the second,
Covenant was made to wait until the 82nd
minute for Probst's goal.
Senior Jenny Carter earned the assist,

beating several defenders before sliding a
pass to the wide-open Probst, who squeezed
the ball beneath goalkeeper Erin Grimsley
for a 1-0 Covenant lead. Covenant would
not look back.
Junior Aubrey Brown and senior Becky
Galage also drew praise after the game.
Brown made several key tackles and runs

forward. Galage joined goalkeeper Bethany
Holman to make a key stop on a Campbellsville breakaway.
These stops proved to be crucial as Covenant walked away with the regional title
and a national tournament berth.
"It was a good day for Covenant soccer,"
said Duble.

Cross Country Coach Steps Down After Successful Career
by Mitch Prentis

Championship this season.
Cross country coach Debby Vannoy has
While the men’s team will graduate
announced that she will step down after five
four senior leaders, Enoch Elwell, Zach
years. As her husband has taken a new job,
McElrath, Daniel Pick, and Luke Irwin,
she will be moving with her family to Nicevup-and-coming runners Jonathan Preg and
ille, Florida early in January.w
Zach Barnett hope to continue a strong Scots
“While I am sad that my time as coach
legacy.
has come to an end, I am excited about this
Of particular note on the women’s team
opportunity for my husband and our family,” is junior Hannah Matthews, who set a new
Vannoy said.
Covenant record this season with a time of
She plans to be a “stay-at-home mom”
18:50, making her the first Covenant runner
and take care of her two daughters, Sarah (3)
to break 19 minutes. The women’s team has
and Cora (8 months).
no seniors this year.
Vannoy graduated from Covenant in
Vannoy has forged strong relationships
2002, and returned to Covenant in 2005 as
with her runners during her five-year coachan Admissions Representative and assistant
ing tenure.
coach of the women’s cross-country team. In
“I will miss Covenant and the team im2006 she became the head coach of both the
mensely but I’m looking forward to following
men’s and women’s teams, enjoying much
the continued success of the cross-country
success.
program over the coming years,” she said.
Cross country at Covenant has flourished
Thank you Coach Vannoy for your dediunder Vannoy’s leadership. Both the men and cation to Scots cross country, and congratuthe women competed fiercely in the NCCAA lations on a terrific coaching career.

(From left) Coach Debby Vannoy, Heather Price, Hannah Matthews, and Tera Woods.

