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Influenza escalation
Priesthill fights back as fall sees increase in ill students

by Lana Nelson
A spike in the number of students battling illness at Covenant has led to a
change in the care system announced earlier this semester.
In another H1N1 update over Fall Break, Dean of Students Brad Voyles
explained that Covenant is switching from a complete isolation care system
to self-isolation, with students staying in their own rooms and relying on
their roommates and RA’s to take care of them. Quarantine will only be
used for severe circumstances.
Voyles also encouraged students to
get their own thermometers, and to make
use of the cleaning supplies given to each
RA—gloves, a mask, TRIAD germicide
and disinfectant, and an aerosol hospital
disinfectant.
Part of this change was caused by the
influx of sick students. Director of Health
Services Barb Michal said that the Preisthill Center was unusually busy the week
before Fall Break, with 33 students becoming ill between October 1 and 17. It was
a dramatic increase from the 18 students
Priesthill tended to before October.
Even with this increase, Michal said,
“We are very fortunate. We don’t have
nearly as many cases as other schools.”
The most students ill at one time was 11.
There were only seven students ill this week,
and only one is still in isolation.
The pandemic closed at least 351
schools nationwide during the week of
October 19, the Associated Press reported,
affecting over 120,000 students. In one high
school that closed, about 800 of the 2,200
students called in absent.
About 600 schools have already closed
this semester, opposed to the 700 schools

that closed in the spring, when H1N1 first
appeared. The flu is now widespread in 49
states, according to the Center for Disease
Control.
The Preisthill Center is still testing
students for Influenza A or B. All of the 13
students who tested positive for Influenza
have tested positive for Influenza A, the
strand which H1N1 belongs to, and were
prescribed Tamiflu, an anti-viral medicine.
While it is not guaranteed that those who
tested positive for Influenza A have H1N1,
the CDC reports that 95-99 percent of
the specimens tested for H1N1 came back
positive.
Senior Bethany Farrone was one of the
students who contracted H1N1 earlier this
month.
“Within twenty-four hours of contracting
it I felt really bad,” said Farrone. “On Monday I had the sniffles. By Tuesday morning
I had a lot of sinus congestion. I was kind
of light headed, but I just figured it was my
allergies or something.”
By the end of that day, she was battling
dizziness, headaches, nausea, cramps and

Crust’s trademark thin crust pizza explodes thin crust stereotypes.

Bite into this Crust

LISA COWARD

A restaurant review

by Lisa Coward
For Covenant students, Lupi’s and Aretha Frankenstein’s might be the two
most popular restaurants in Chattanooga. About four years ago, Greg
Bearisto, former owner of Lupi’s, and Jeff Brakebill, owner of Aretha’s,
created a beautiful blend of the two—Crust Pizza, home of the superfamous cracker thin crust.

This first Crust, located in Sewanee,
quickly became so popular that Bearisto
and Brakebill opened one in the Signal
Mountain area.
As of last Monday, they opened a third
restaurant on South Broad Street, behind
J.D.’s Liquor store at the foot of the mountain. It graces the neighborhood with its
mouth-watering pizza, vibrant-colored
ambiance and laid-back but honorable sersee HINI, page 2 vice. Oh, and don’t forget their delectable

buttercream-frosted cupcakes.
The building that houses Crust looks
aged but it is, including the checkered floors
of the hot pink bathroom, pretty clean. An
array of posters ranging from The Smiths
and Sonic Youth to Neko Case and Marilyn
Monroe deck the lime green and orange
walls. Crust has the atmosphere that a pizza
joint should have. However, it appeals to
more than just local hipsters.
see CRUST, page 2

Federalized Student Loans about to get a lot more federal
Shift should work to students’ advantage
by Kate Harrison

A bill recently passed in the House should result in cheaper student loans.

GARRETT REID

While students bat opinions back and
forth about the government’s involvement in
health care, many are unaware of a bill on
Senate’s table that could dramatically affect
how their student loans work.
The bill, H.R. 3221, passed in the house
on September 19th and is expected to win
in the Senate. If the bill passes, it will mean
that the federal government will completely
take over the private student lending industry.
Covenant, and about 3,000 other colleges currently use the Federal Family Edu-

cation Loan program (FFEL) to facilitate
students’ Federal Stafford Loans. The FFEL
depends mainly on private lenders, like Sallie Mae, to administer and collect the loans.
At Covenant, this means that the Financial Aid Office requires a student to choose
a private lender for their loan from a widelyused list of companies. Once students pick
a lender, they apply and electronically sign
their Master Promissory Note (MPN) online
with that lender.
The government currently subsidizes
these private lenders, but relies on them to

see LOANS, page 2
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Further federalization of loans ultimately “cheaper” for students
from LOANS, page 1
service and collect the loans. In turn, the
private lenders pay the government back,
but share in interest and compete with each
other for lenders. This partnership has been
in action since 1965.
If the bill passes Congress, students
will have to take out their future Stafford
Student Loans through the Department of
Education and its Direct Loan Program.
Essentially, instead picking of making payments to a bank, students will be borrowing and paying money back directly to the
federal government. Basically, there would
be no more middleman.
Direct-lending from the federal government has been an option since 1994. The
bill would mean that, seventeen years later,
it is the only option.
For Covenant’s Financial Aid and Accounting Offices, they are working under
the assumption of the “when” and not “if”
the bill passes
“I think in an area like this, the questions
are primarily in compliance. In a sense it’s
been a federal program all along,” said Vice

President of Academic Affairs Jeff Hall.
Though the nationalization of this industry is a massive undertaking, the offices
of Financial Aide and Accounting say they
don’t think students will see much change
on the surface level.
“They’ll simply be sending their check
to a different address,” said Accounting
Controller Bob Harbert.
The Financial Aid office also says that
the changes proposed by HR 3221 it will
not affect the money, including scholarships,
available to Covenant students in any way.
One thing direct lending will do to the
student is make managing their loans more
difficult, Financial Aid said.
For example, a student who will be a
junior next year (2010-11) who took their
Stafford Loans out their first two years and
plans to take out those same loans in their
final two years will have two years of loans
with a private lender and the other two
years with the DOE.
The students will only see dramatic
change, Harbert believes, if they fail to pay
their loans back.
“If former students go into default, they

don’t have a bank after them and a collecFederal Student Aid Conference in Nashtion agency, they have the federal governville, TN this December.
ment after them. They can garnish tax
Ultimately, students’ prime concern is if
refunds, and they can garnish wages much
this system is more or less expensive.
easier than can private collection agencies.
Will it be cheaper or better for the stuI think they’ll find the government will be
dents and their families as regards to interest
more aggressive at the collection side than
rates, fees, and repayment benefits on the
banks can be legally,” Harbert said.
loans taken out through the Direct Loan
The change also removes the benefits of
Program? According to a statement from
competition, officials say.
the Financial Aid office, it appears to be a
“The government won’t feel any kind of
“little bit cheaper for students.”
need to make special inducements to get
The question that students and their
business because they’re going to be only
families need to be asking their congressones making loans,” said Harbert.
men and women is what will this cost the
Many critics also worry that the sudden
country in the long run? Where will the
shift will result in confusion, a much larger
money to fund the volume of loans that an
workload, and worse customer service
additional 3,000 schools will put on the
overall.
D.O.E. come from?
The Financial Aid office says they will
Hall does not think the switch will hurt
not have to hire more staff to deal with the
the college, but does think may have unforechange. As far as making the July 10, 2010
seeable consequences in the long run.
deadline for the switchover, they say they
“It’s not exactly an exciting story for us at
won’t have a choice but to make it happen
this point, but hopefully it won’t get excitif the bill passes. To prepare for the switch,
ing,” said Hall.
Hall, Harbert, and the Financial Aide office
have already undergone some training, and
External Sources: TIME Magazine, Washingwill be attending seminars at the National
ton Post, St. Louis Post-Dispatch, NPR.

Crust’s affordable menu also offers a
wealth of delicious pizza alternatives
from CRUST, page 1

the right-sized serving. When I finished, I
felt full, but not disgustingly stuffed the way
Crust was moderately crowded when I
pizza usually leaves me feeling.
visited on Monday night. It also showed a
My table created one quad with the classic
good variety of customers. Diners consisted red sauce, pepperoni, the roasted veggie mix,
of students, high-schoolers, families, and
a medley of mushrooms, tomatoes, onions,
coworkers eating together after a long day’s squash, and red pepper. The pureed-like
work. Fortunately, Crust’s menu offers a
interior of cooked squash was a refreshing
selection ample enough to accommodate
twist, blended with the other more-typical
each customer’s fancy.
pizza toppings.
The pizza crust is Crust’s specialty, as
For those who lack creativity in the
you might have guessed.
culinary art of combining flavors, just try
I can’t say I’ve ever been excited about
one of the house pizzas. We tried the waiter’s
thin crust until now. My preferred pizza has recommendation which was the Sigmund
a soft interior crust and a crunchy exterior.
Quad with the Poindexter white sauce along
Thin crust usually implies either flabby,
with the healthy choice of extra virgin olive oil
light, pizza or wafer-like, crumbly pizza.
infused with fresh herbs and spices.
Flakes ending up all over my lap.
I was slightly nervous about the combiCrust’s crust is unique. While maintain- nation of bacon, roasted garlic, rosemary
ing breadstick texture and loaded with fresh chicken, and pineapple on the Sigmund,
tastes, the subtlety of the crust’s thinness
but now I crave it. Everything was uniquely
leaves room for the other toppings to show
crunchy, even the pineapples. Surprisingly,
off their flavor.
the simultaneous explosion of succulent pineFor pizzas, the size options are a quad,
apple in the front of the mouth and distinctive
12-inch, or a 16-inch. The quad is a deal. At roasted garlic in the back created a delightful
$4.50 (and $.75 per topping), a crispy fourth tango of flavors.
of a pizza (50.5 sq in) artfully layered with
Their pasta is also a hearty way to go. I
your choice of red, white, pesto, or bartasted the Supperman, which is a build-yourbeque sauce and topped with your selected
own style pasta with your choice of sauce
combination of well-seasoned meats, fresh
see CRUST, page 6 The Alison Brown Quartet performed at Covenant last Friday.
vegetables, and quality cheeses makes just

Faculty Quote of the Week:

GARRETT REID

Have a faculty quote you’d like to see published?
Email it to bagpipe@covenant.edu

“Now, let’s talk about you and your body, which I’ve wanted to do for a while.”
– Professor Camille Hallstrom in Acting I

NEWS

The Bagpipe

The Verdict
Yes... to John Holberg’s

tireless service in helping to save
our bacon.

No...

to his nonexistent
harem of female admirers.

Letters to
the editor are
welcome!
Send them by email to
bagpipe@covenant.edu, with “Letter to
the Editor” in the subject line.
Or send letters to:
The Bagpipe
Box 169, 14049 Scenic Highway
Lookout Mountain, GA 30750.
• Make letters topical and keep them under
200 words.
• Letters may be edited for clarity and
length.
• Letters should be signed with full name,
class standing, and declared major, if
applicable.

from HINI, page 1
a fever. She was diagnosed and
prescribed Tamiflu at an Urgent
Care facility, and said recuperation was quicker than she expected.
The vaccine for H1N1 has been
released, but cannot be obtained by
Covenant because the college does
not have a physician who comes on
campus.
Covenant is working with the
District and State health administration. Dade County health department applied for and was granted 900 doses and will have a clinic
at Covenant at some point this year.
Nurse Barb is also advocating for
everyone to get the seasonal flu vaccine for the winter flu season to protect the campus from suffering from
both H1N1 and the regular flu at
the same time.
The vaccine comes in two forms.
One is a nasal mist, which is actually a weakened live virus (and so is
only recommended for those who

are two years or older and who are
in good health), and the other is an
injection.
The vaccine is only available
for a priority group, however. This
large group includes pregnant
women, adults who live with or
care for infants nine months old or
younger, health services and emergency service personnel, anyone between the ages of six months or 24
years, and anyone between the ages
of 25 and 64 who are at a higher risk
because of chronic health disorders
or a compromised immune system.
Covenant is still preparing for
the worst. “God has protected our
campus form having a high percentage of students down at the
same time,” she said, noting that
we are fortunate to not have had to
close the school or start practicing
social distancing, but that the college is monitoring the situation.
She said that there is no set
number on how many students
would have to be ill in order for the
school to close.

Juniors Sam Townes and Isaiah Smallman pose for the
photo booth at the All Hallow’s Eve Dance party.
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“You must be the change you
wish to see in the world.”
For advertising inquiries,
contact Zach McElrath:
ph: (602) 625-0486
bagpipe@covenant.edu
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A word from Student Senate

Editor in Chief

Isaiah Smallman

If you would like the Bagpipe
to run a story on something,
send your suggestion by email
to bagpipe@covenant.edu with
“Story Idea” in the subject line.
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The French veterans pump enough synth and
spirit into 3 minutes and 15 seconds to make
you rethink the label “freedom” fries. Simultaneously confirms this band’s place in popendom and makes the Cadillac SRX look like the
greatest car since the Model T.

One of the hardest parts
about being on the Campus Activities Board is that most of the
work goes unnoticed. Students
go to events, but do we realize how much work it takes to
make them a success? Who knew
that Peter McCrory stays after
concerts to pick up M&M’s that
were smashed into the carpet?
Very few people know that Sarah Tinsley and Hope McKinney
spent hours before Jazz on the
Overlook stringing up Christmas
lights. We see the posters, but do
you realize that Todd Fleming
stays up past 1 a.m. working on
them? Thomas Sanders writes
encouraging notes to each member of the team before a Scots
Fan Day. Who knew?
These students, along with
the practical service workers, are
indispensable parts of the event
process. They continually give
of their time to serve and bless

us. They sacrifice many hours
to plan events that enrich our
Covenant experience.
I have had the wonderful
opportunity to work closely
with each of these CAB members and am truly grateful for
their service. I am astounded by
their genuine desire to serve the
student body.
What are we doing to show
our appreciation for the first
ones there and the last ones
out? If the answer is “nothing,” the next question ought
to be “What can we do?” One
of the best ways to show your
gratitude is to take an interest
in who will serve you next. The
election for next year’s CAB
Director is in one week, and I
would encourage you to get out
and vote for the person who will
be leading this dedicated group
next year.
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Bowerbirds

by Colin Stayton

trailer that, until recently, did not have running water.
Their deep conviction about the violaWhen you think of Bowerbirds, think
tions against nature induced by modern
of that relentlessly detailed nature book
you were forced read to in high school; you living has had a profound influence on the
sound of their music.
know, Walden. In fact, you may want to
The production of Hymns for a Dark Horse
browse the excerpts from it in your CHOW
book before going to the Covenant College gives the impression of a real-time perforchapel November 6, where the Bowerbirds mance somewhere outside, which is all too
appropriate. Phil Moore’s rugged guitar
will be performing.
I draw the parallel to Thoreau’s nature- strums, Tacular’s understated accordion
and piano strokes, and drummer Mark
touting classic because Bowerbirds’ first
Paulson’s tribal pounding conjures images
album, Hymns for a Dark Horse, grew out of
a similar situation. Lead singer Phil Moore of them around a fire, sitting on a fallen
tree, crooning worshipfully at the beauty
took a job tracking the Plaintive Warbler
for the North Carolina Museum of Scienc- of the forest. No laptop synths, no digital
manipulation, nothing even to plug in.
es and lived during this time in a secluded
cabin somewhere in the Appalachians with Hymns for a Dark Horse was as natural as their
way of life.
fellow band member and girlfriend Beth
Bowerbirds’ second album, Upper Air, reTacular. Their debut was a near flawless
leased July 7, does expand their sound a bit.
amalgamation of their woodsy, secluded,
The inclusion of synth keys hints at the new
and highly spiritual experiences.
aesthetic possibilities this highly proficient
“It’s pretty instinctual [and] natural, on
acoustic band has as they integrate more
a human level,” Phil Moore said in an inMIDI sounds into their songs. The synth
terview with Redefine magazine about their
organ drones add an almost religious depth
bird-tracking lifestyle. “The way [human
to album highlight “Chimes.” That song’s
beings are] living right now is ridiculous.”
spiritual atmosphere, coupled with a midThey are currently living an hour outside
song Timpani outburst reminiscent of one
of Raleigh in a solar-powered Airstream

Bowerbirds will perform this Friday in the Chapel at 7 o’clock. Be there.
of Arcade Fire’s, will certainly be a moment
not to miss in their live performance.
Bowerbirds are quickly becoming forerunners of a new breed of folk music that
is both traditional and adaptive, and their

performance here on November 6 is going
to be an emotional one. Be prepared for a
religious experience, even if you’re not the
nature type.

Leonard Cohen

enters golden age at 75

by James Harrison

Leonard Cohen performing in Asheville, NC.

JAMES HARRISON

learned a thing or two about predestination.
“I was born like this, I had no choice, I was
When men stopped wearing fedoras to
born with the gift of a golden voice,” sang
work, a golden age passed. When Leonard
Cohen on “Tower of Song,” a meandering
Cohen wore a fedora to work on Sunday
eighties ballad that explores the predicanight, he ushered in a golden age of his
ment of an aging songwriter.
own.
The show progressed, and Cohen kept
Cohen, a highly esteemed and respected the audience’s attention like a clever sage
75-year-old singer and songwriter, possesses from a bygone era, at times reciting poetry
a chiseled voice that lends itself to a room
in between songs. The resonance of his
in a way that few others can. His songs are
lyrics was augmented by the weight of
filled with a credence that draws from his
listening to a singer who happened to be
reputation as one of the 20th century’s fore- four years older than the depression-era
most lyricists. And with a nine-piece band
auditorium itself. “I haven’t been this happy
of perfectionist-musicians brought along to
since the end of World War Two,” he belcushion his commanding baritone, Cohen’s lowed during “Waiting For The Miracle To
evening performance in Asheville, NC, was Come,” meaning every word of it. Near the
for a lack of better words, mind-blowing.
end of his much-covered hit “Everybody
“This will probably be the last time we
Knows,” Cohen’s line—”take one last look
pass this way,” said Cohen between songs,
at this sacred heart before it blows—” was
eliciting a collective sigh. “But we’re going
undoubtedly taken with a sobering grain of
to give you all we’ve got.” He then proreality by more than a few of the audience
ceeded to give an impeccable three-hour
members.
performance that spanned his entire body
Regardless, Cohen’s performances of
of work, hypnotizing the audience with per- 2009 deserve to be regarded among the
fectly orchestrated hits such as “Dance Me
year’s best, if not the decade’s. It’s a rare
To The End Of Love” and “Suzanne.”
thing to see an artist evolve in a fashion
Unusually agile for a 75-year-old man,
similar to Cohen’s, as his career draws to a
Cohen dropped to his knees at several
close while at the top of his act. His songs
moments during the show, as if to further
transcend era, which is perhaps why Cohen
invoke the aura of mystique garnered from
is able to pull off that fedora with such
his recent time spent in a Zen Buddhist
style—the reminder of a golden age that
monastery. Perhaps during his time there he continues on. As if we needed one.
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Club-rocking Bloody Beetroots
showcase their album savvy

by John Drexler
There is a mindlessness on a dance floor that notices only the pulse, the
rudimentary melody, and the timing of a song. Traditionally, dubstep and house
artists operate with one goal in mind: to make people dance. They do not
generally display a great deal of musical astuteness or variety. Music from the
club scene in Paris, London, and Rome tends to work well on the dance floor
but flop in album form. Electronic albums that really work in a club setting and
lend themselves to active, personal criticism are few and far between.
The Bloody Beetroots’s Romborama is far
from traditional. Let there be no mistake,
Romborama makes people dance. Nearly
every song drives and pulses just as a great
dance album should, but each is embedded with notable musicality and a plethora
of styles. In the context of music culture
in this era, some of the best artists find
beauty in their ability to combine styles
and rewire the inner-workings of a genre.
The Bloody Beetroots are phenomenal
style engineers. A variety of vocalists, rappers, choirs, actors, and the consistent use
of real orchestra strings and piano reveal
the true genius of this Italian dance duo.
The hauntingly beautiful choir, harpsichord, and strings of “Have Mercy On Us”
serve as an introductory mission statement
for the album. Halfway through the song,
the intricate melody and chords continue
without the beat for a full two minutes as

if to boldly say, “First and foremost, we
make good music. Take our musicality
very seriously. Now, let’s dance.”
They use gripping, unique chord structures on “WARP 7.7” and “I Love the
Respect these guys! They’re here to make you dance!
Bloody Beetroots.” The structures provide
and punk music have propelled them to
the listener with a seemingly careless but
listeners with a narrow range of ideas,
tremendous success with their first album.
notably clever shift between keys that
moods, styles, or textures of sound.
Romborama temporarily transports listeners
evades traditional songwriting. The real
Amazingly, this debut album which
to a grimy dance hall in Italy where they
beauty, though, is in the function of these
clocks in just short of eighty minutes has
structures as a new tool that drives the
only a couple of weak tracks. “Thelonious” are invited to get a glimpse of the off-kilter
subculture that surrounds The Bloody
listeners to dance because, lest we forget,
and “Yeyo” slip into very unexpected meBeetroots: mask-clad gutter punks, heavy
this is a dance album.
diocrity. Were they on most other dance
There is not only a pulse embedded
albums this year, they would be impressive, beats, drugs, and raunchy album artwork.
Please, go with them. It’s worth it. If
in each song, but also to the flow of the
but in the context of Romborama, they stick
you have any reservations, I dare you to
album. The whimsically character-driven
out as weak links.
turn up the bass on your computer, listen
“Little Stars” and the joyfully emotional
Where do the Bloody Beetroots go
“House N” effectively counter the darkness from here? Dim Mak Records, founded by to “WARP 1.9,” and try not to dance.
and griminess of songs like “Cornelius,”
Steve Aoki, who appears several times on
“Butter,” or “Make Me Blank.” The Bloody the album, has only a handful of successBeetroots are very careful to not bore their ful artists. Their background in classical

Mika releases highly-touted “The Boy Who Knew Too Much”
by Amy Reed
Award winning singer-songwriter Mika
is back in action with the release of his
new album The Boy Who Knew Too Much,
which made an appearance on September
21, 2009. For those of you who are familiar
with Mika’s first album, Life in Cartoon
Motion, you’ll be glad to know that Mika’s
new work continues his past popular use
of various styles, and for those who are not
familiar with Mika at all, both albums are
worth your while. Along with its variety,
however, The Boy Who Knew Too Much is
also unified, having a more specific focus
than its predecessor. The theme of the
album is growing up, with particular focus
on the teenage years.
The album is fully loaded with fresh
new sounds but also brings back some
themes which Mika addresses in his first
album. Two of these are the idea that
sorrow never fully goes away and that
others will try to change you to be more
like them. The latter is seen in the new
album in the lyrics “Say you like me, / But
not with changes? / Shut up and forget it
/ These are my faces / All these colours
Teenage angst, dirty rooms, confusing artwork, flamboyant soprano, dance, happy,
/ That surround me / All these places /
color—in a word, Mika.
Only drown me.” These come from the
song “One Foot Boy,” and offer only a
as Alternative British Pop/Rock, is cerall the elements of Mika’s past success—
glimpse of Mika’s emotive lyrics.
tainly not your average pop music. The Boy violins, piano solos, skilled background
Mika’s music, which is broadly defined Who Knew Too Much comes complete with
singers, and, of course, Mika’s falsetto.

In The Boy Who Knew Too Much Mika
addresses teenage angst, being misunderstood, love, and the pressures of the
world felt when growing up—all the while
playing with some interesting metaphors.
In the song “Dr. John,” Mika repeats a
question pondered by many adolescents,
“What am I doing wrong?” The album
answers this question in some sense. The
song “Blame it on the Girls” claims “Life
could be simple but you never fail to complicate it every single time.”
Mika partnered with Imogen Heap for
the song “By the Time,” which was one of
my favorite tracks. Another favorite is the
song “I See You,” which addresses human
perception and communication. Mika
sings: “Truth be told, my problem solved
/ You mean the world to me / But you’ll
never know / You could be cruel to me
/ While we’re risking the way that I see
you.” His lyrics combined with his music
are often quite compelling and contain
meaning that isn’t obvious the first time
you listen to it.
Although in a sense we’re always
“growing up,” Mika’s words are a reminder
of the awkward, difficult years of growing
up when life was tense, or at least seemed
to be. How did we deal with life back then
and how do we now? According to Mika,
“we hold on and on and on.”

FAITH / NEWS

6 Thursday, November 5, 2009

Be still and listen
by David Barr
Three years ago I came to Covenant College and was told that I couldn’t
do it. I heard that phrase over and over and I still don’t think I have ever
believed it, not here at school anyway.
I’ll start with a story. I’ve told it too
many times, but it has something to say.
Two years ago, on the second day of May,
I went to live on an island in the Gulf of
Alaska. The island was no bigger than our
campus and it, as well as the people associated with it, was all I saw for a little over
four months. There were no phones and
there was no internet. There were no cars
and there was no television. We got mail
about once a week, and in the evenings
there was silence and stillness for anybody
who wanted it.
For once in my life I decided I would
capitalize on the quiet. What I learned
swimming in this ocean of silence had
nothing to do with the Walden-esque
discoveries of an inner truth, nor did I learn
anything of self-reliance like the unfortunate young man who died in Into the Wild.
I only learned the value of being still and
knowing that whatever I do will not save
me.
Flash forward. This semester I’m taking
more credit hours than I have ever taken.
I’m an RA. I’m doing research for a SIP.
I’m trying to eat healthy. I’m trying to keep
up with my brother in D.C.. The list could
go on. Of course all of these things are very
good, but the way I think about them mutates into something terrifying. Throughout
most of the day, I believe that if I let these

things slide, I am a failure and am of very
little worth. I’m trying to save myself by
what I do or trying to define myself on my
own. And this, as you all know, is complete-

ly antithetical to what I was taught at the
beginning of my college career. After four
years of learning and growing, how could I
still not believe?
I don’t believe because I’m too afraid to
sit still. Because to sit still would mean that
I would have to listen and if I listen I might
end up with silence; that is to say, I would
have nothing to offer. Here we get left with
the self-negating, circular, “in my beginning is my end” sort of annoying poetics
that always pop up in T.S. Eliot poems or
parts of the Bible. For me, this normally
ends in some completely intuitive response

The Bagpipe
like, “Well that’s lovely when it’s in iambic
pentameter, but what do I do!?”
In the end the question gets answered
almost as soon as it is brought up. Be still.
Be still not because work isn’t important,
but because to know that our work doesn’t
save us we have to sometimes be still. Here
is your chance. You don’t have to go to any
cold islands in the North Pacific to understand this. If our work is to mean anything
to Him, we first have to believe in what
seems a paradox. You can’t do anything
until you can also be still. To really work is
to first stop. To win your life is to lose it.

Prompt, attentive service complements Crust’s casual atmosphere
from CRUST, page 2

The interior of Crust’s Board Street location, which opened last week.

LISA COWARD

and three toppings. As a whole, the angel
hair pasta was quite flavorful, but a little dry.
The layer of Italian sausage on top is the cat’s
meow for the dish.
It is best to share at Crust. Start with the
Saladmander salad. One is enough for two
people. Try the Honey Rosemary French
dressing; the flavor is as sweet and herbal as
the name implies. The roasted tomato vinaigrette tastes like a tangy rendition of thousand
island.
Next, share any combination of quads,
pastas or sandwiches. I want to try the Ricky
J. Leg next time. It has pepperoni, ham,
mushroom, onion, Mozzarella, Ricotta, and
roasted tomato vinaigrette all on a sandwich.
Finally, don’t think about getting greedy
by ordering a dessert all for yourself. The
crust cakes—homebaked dark chocolate
cupcakes dripping with heavenly buttercream
frosting—are wonderful at $2 each, but they
are too rich to finish. I was satisfied with only

a third.
My whole meal lasted about an hour.
The server took our orders in a timely manner and the pizzas took between fifteen and
twenty minutes to bake.
When the server brought my pizza, a
slice accidentally slipped off the tray. For
my missing piece, he brought me a whole
new quad that only took about ten minutes
to bake. Crust has self-seating, but the waiters are attentive and courteous.
Crust might be the closest and best affordable restaurant in our vicinity. I am not
done with Lupi’s, however, which still has that
pepperoni calzone I sometimes wake up in the
middle of the night thinking about.
However, Crust does not try to be the new
Lupi’s. Crust’s distinctiveness is its greatest
strength, and will be what gives the other
pizza joints in town a run for their money.
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Every Day a New Adventure – Life after Graduation
by Will Sunderland
So what is life after graduation really like? For many approaching
graduation, thoughts of what to do next are all consuming. There are many
questions. Should I go to graduate school or jump straight into the job
market? Should I follow a career in my major or take whatever I can get?
Do I have a choice? All these questions are valid concerns.
According to the United States Department of Education, 1.5 million
bachelor degrees are handed out every year. Last year, Covenant College
graduated 136 students. These students all stepped out into a world of
uncertainty. The recession has made getting a job worrisome with many a
college graduate struggling to find employment.

So what are Covenant students who
graduated several years ago thinking
now, several years out of college? Did
their dreams of life after college come
true? How are they faring away from the
mountain?
“Personally, I’m so thankful I made
it through college and received at least
a bachelor’s degree,” says Shawn Perry
(class of ’07). Graduating with a bachelor of science in biology, he currently
works as a quality control analyst for a
pharmaceutical company in St. Louis,
Missouri. Not one for grandiose plans,
Perry planned on finding a job to pay for
his wedding and “a nice place to live.”
Married to his long-time Covenant
and high-school sweetheart, Laura Reed,
both were able to find well-paying jobs
a few months out of Covenant. Though
Perry went through the biology program

at Covenant, he has decided he prefers
chemistry and is considering pursuing a
graduate program in chemistry.
Of the wider world off the Mountain,
Perry said, “I feel like I was spoiled at
Covenant. In a sense I felt I was living in
a bubble that burst on graduation day.”
Perry says it has been an adjustment
to move away from the friends, professors, co-workers, brothers, and sisters
who professed Christ. Perry was not
surprised to find non-Christians in the
workplace, but the magnitude of the
change has been a major adjustment.
“Some of my non-Christian coworkers flat out say they think Christianity is
a load of crap,” Perry said.
Yet for all the sober talk, Perry’s pictures of baseball games, wake-boarding,
canoe trips, and a very happy marriage
speak for a more exciting side to post-

Biology major Shawn Perry, Class of ‘07, is thankful to have found employment in
the struggling economy.

For Class of ‘07 alumnus Carson Blair, “every day is a new adventure.”

graduation life as well.
Another 2007 graduate misses the
Covenant community as he faces life in
the wider world. Carson Blair, a graduate of Covenant’s history program, is
newly married and studying for his
master’s in elementary education. While
calling his time at Covenant “a grandiose adventure of epic proportions,”
he credits it for keeping him “sharp
apologetically” as he faces both the
non-Christian and the Christian world
surrounding him.
Blair is enjoying his current life
trajectory, though it was not his original
post-graduation plan. “Before graduation, I saw my future filled with me bashing around some ivy-clad grad school
pursuing my masters in British history,”
Blair said. “I thought that I would end
up becoming some erratic history professor à la Lupin or Severus Snape.”
Instead, Blair found himself working as an elementary school teacher in
Oregon. While discovering a passion

for the elementary level classroom, Blair
also discovered another passion. Leaving what he called his “Hobbiton,” Blair
moved to Colorado to marry his wife
Hannah. A short time later, he enrolled
in the master’s program at the University
of Northern Colorado in Greeley.
The economy’s current recession has
made both Perry and Blair aware of
their finances, forcing them to be a bit
more frugal. “This economy has helped
make me not take things for granted,”
Perry said. But neither one is consumed
by how things are going to work out.
As Blair said, “God knows what He is
doing.”
So how would these two graduates
sum up life after college? “Paying bills
sort of sucks,” Perry said. “But what can
you do?”
“Every day is a new adventure,” Blair
said.
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Stair Hat Trick sends

Piedmont home with 6-0 loss
LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN, GA — Scots
forward Brian Stair continued his fine run
of form Wednesday, scoring three goals
against Piedmont College en-route to a 6-0
Covenant victory.
“Stair has been scoring some good goals
for us,” said coach Nathan Pifer. “When
he’s gotten his opportunities, he’s taken
advantage of them.”
Indeed, taking advantage of opportunities has been Stair’s mantra lately, as he’s
repeatedly come in off the bench to score
some key goals for the Scots in crucial
matches.” Anytime you have someone who
can step on the field and score goals for you
it is helpful,” Pifer continued. “I hope his
trend continues.”
Although less prominent in the earlier
stages of the season, the defense has also
been playing strongly of late, recording
shutouts in three of their last four games.

“Shutouts are important,” said junior
defender Hunt Davidson. “Not only do they
keep us in games, but they’re good for our
confidence, and can be important when it
comes time for postseason seeding.”
Indeed, postseason play lies just three
games away for the Scots, who have only
Tennessee Temple, Union College, and
Berry College remaining on the regular
season schedule. If the Scots win out, they
will be hoping for the top NCCAA regional
seed and the accompanying privilege of
hosting the NCCAA regionals on home
turf at Scotland Yard.
Until then, we’ll have to hope that Stair
and company continue their fine goal-scoring form, and that the defense continues to
stifle opposing defenses. And if Wednesday’s 6-0 victory was a harbinger of things
to come, the Scots could be well on their
way to postseason success.

GARRETT REID
Junior Forward Brian Stair scored three goals against Piedmont as
Covenant soared to victory on Saturday 6-0. The hat-trick marked Stair’s
7th, 8th, and 9th goals of the season, and continued his impressive streak of having
scored in four of the last five matches. Goals from seniors Ford Quarterman and
Derek Wieldraayer, along with an own goal by Piedmont, accompanied Stair’s three
strikes on the day.

Volleyball makes short work of Gadsden State, weekend opponents
by Sam Belz
Emily Dupree's errorless assault and Jessie Jakes' .308 attack average helped propel
Covenant to victory in three quick games
(25-18, 25-18, 25-19) this past weekend.

The Scots are 14-16 after a six-game
winning streak which included a
win against Gadsden State Community College last Tuesday, October
27. With key blocks by sophomore
Erica Adams and digs from senior
Joanna McGill and an occasional
one-handed save, Covenant stymied
any Gadsden State rally.

Bluefield went down first this past Saturday morning.
In the evening match at UVA-Wise
Covenant tallied 18 blocking assists in another three game win (25-19, 25-20, 25-21).
Freshman Jessica Chittenden posted five
blocks just ahead of junior Emily Dupree
and sophomore Kaitlyn Glass who each
had four.
Weekend success came on the heels of
easy victory over Gadsden State Community College last Tuesday (October 27). The
Scots made quick work of them, wrapping
the game up after only an hour and fifteen
minutes of play.
Leading contributors to victory included
senior Joanna McGill with 19 assists, sophomore Emily Stewart with 12 kills, sophomore Erica Adams with three blocking
assists, and sophomore Katrina Unglaub
with 26 service receptions and 15 digs.
With this win and two weekend victories,
the Scots lengthened their current winning
streak to six matches and have not dropped
a game in their last five.
On Tuesday, November 3, the Scots are
expected to play Tennessee Wesleyan College in Athens, Tennessee, whom Covenant
beat 3-0 on September 8.
Daniel Manget contributed to this article.

Covenant outshot Asbury 10-7,
but dropped to 6-7-2 on the season
after losing 1-0 this past Saturday.
The Scots face Berry College this
Saturday at 3:30 p.m. for their
final home game of the season.
PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY GARRETT REID

