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Wallace Anderson
leaves Covenant
by Kate Harrison
Wallace Anderson, who as
Vice President of Admissions
oversaw a host of departments
ranging from admissions to athletics, left the college’s employment this June by mutual agreement.
Over a six-year span at Covenant, Anderson instituted key de-

Wallace Anderson
velopments in the areas he oversaw. “Wallace is a change agent,”
said President Niel Nielson. “In
the short time he’s been here, he’s
reconfigured student development, athletics and admissions.”
Although the specific reasons
for Anderson’s leaving were unclear, they appeared to be due

to differences in vision for Covenant’s future.
“We talked several times
about what the next ten to fifteen
years looked like for Covenant
and we came to the conclusion
that, going forward, it would be
good for him and for us if we had
different leadership in those areas,” Nielson said.
On an interim basis, Anderson’s duties have been split up
among the administration. Student development and athletics
now report to Nielson, records
and financial aid report to Vice
President of Academics Jeff Hall,
and admissions and facilities
report to Vice President of Advancement Troy Duble. Matthew
Bryant has taken the Director of
Admissions position.
Although all are feeling the
strain of extra work, sharing the
responsibilities has led to better
familiarization between departments.
Anderson’s departure makes a
second key vacancy in the administration. Former Chief Financial
Officer Greg Rumsey has still
not been replaced since he left in
2007. According to Nielson Cov-

see WALLACE, page 2

An enthusiastic freshman dives for a ball during the Shadowlands Showdown.
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Finding the right size:
Covenant more financially stable after cuts in faculty and staff
by Kate Harrison
After a tense year of evaluations, meetings, and anxious
waiting, Covenant announced a
“reduction in force” two weeks
after school let out last May. The
staff and faculty cuts resulted
from both the economic downturn and right-sizing, a long-term
initiative to eliminate the college’s
overspending. The decisions affected 20 Covenant faculty and
staff members, with 15 no longer
employed at the school and five
receiving reduced hours.
“We have gone through the
stages of grief,” said Vice Presi-

dent of Academics Jeff Hall. “First
it was sobering, people taking it
in and then came various stages
of denial and anger. None of it
was inappropriate, it’s just all life
changing, and it’s hard,” Hall
said.
Seven of the positions were
voluntarily retired. The administration gave certain faculty and
staff members 45 days to choose
between a multi-year teaching
contract or early retirement with
additional financial packages.
Hall said everyone who was offered early retirement accepted.
The staff members who voluntarily retired were mailroom su-

pervisor Jerry King, Dot Hunter
from student development, and
Carolyn Hays of financial aid.
The faculty members who
agreed to retire were Dr. Paul Hesselink, former chair of the English
department, Professor of Biblical
Studies Dr. Ray Clark, Professor
of Computer Science Doug Sizemore, and Professor of Sociology
Jack Muller.
The cuts also resulted in nonrenewed faculty contracts and
staff layoffs.
The faculty members who did
not have their contracts renewed

see RIGHT-SIZING, page 2

Solid enrollment numbers give relief, but not certainty
by Lana Nelson

O-team helps some freshmen move into their dorms.
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The Admissions Department
breathed a sigh of relief at the arrival of new students this fall.
Admissions was cautiously
optimistic in mid-July, when the
number of enrollment deposits

was higher than they had projected.
But the department still
wasn’t sure how many students
who had given an enrollment
deposit would actually arrive on
campus. It wasn’t until move-in
day that the college trusted the

higher numbers: the new class
had arrived—in numbers higher
than the college had predicted in
light of the recession.
This year’s class is around 310
students, similar to last year’s.

see ENROLLMENT, page 3
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QUEST elimination, voluntary retirements temper severity of cuts
from RIGHT-SIZING on page 1.

Robin Wilkes
were Professor of Math Eric Wilson, Education Administrator
Donna Phillips, and Professor of
Music Robin Wilkes.
The staff layoffs included receptionists Claudette Andrews
and Elsa Stewart, Tech Services’
Josh Brown, Conference Services’
Martin Cooper, and Health Services’ Jill Fikkert.
According to Hall, everyone
leaving the employment of the college received a severance package.
In addition to the reduction in
force, the administration decided
to phase out Covenant’s QUEST
program by 2011, and is in the

process of gradually restructuring the Interdisciplinary Studies
program.
Covenant’s administration initiated rightsizing after determining the college was overspending
an average of $700,000 a year.
Though the college was making
up the difference by using funds
from annual giving, Nielson said
expenses needed to be better lined
up with revenue.
“We should have been banking that $700,000 from giving and
investing it for the future. Instead
we were raising all that money
and spending every dime,” said
Nielson.
The initiative was in process
before the nation’s financial crisis

Donna Phillips

had begun to take its toll, but Nielson said the economic upheaval
expedited and added to the cuts.
Because Covenant’s endowment sustained heavy losses last
year, administration decided
not to draw down any funds this
year. In addition, there was concern about the possibility of severe
drops in enrollment and giving.
Nielson and Hall said determining where to make the cuts
was an excruciating challenge.
“I couldn’t say that the extra
money we were spending wasn’t
contributing to the college’s mission,” said Nielson, “but with our
situation, we had to scrutinize
every expense. It’s a matter of
comparing relative importance
and making really hard decisions
about which areas can do with
less.”
Some students, like junior
Lydia Weichbrocht, feel their departments couldn’t afford the cuts.
Weichbrocht is a math major and
senses a burden remaining for sole
math professor Dr. Heunggi Park
now that Wilson is gone.
“There’s not many math majors or math education majors,
but we have a lot of people going
up into upper level math courses
for business, physics, engineering,
and economics. That’s a big burden for one professor and adjuncts

to carry,” Weichbrocht said.
Weichbrocht also believes the
move sacrifices the variety of viewpoints needed in math studies,
and fears it will stunt the major’s
growth.
Hall responded that services
which were previously provided
by the math and computer science
professors will eventually be redistributed with a professor of engineering. The college plans to add
such a position, though no date has
been set for when.
Overall, the cuts were not as
deep as the administration feared.
They anticipated a 20 percent dip
in enrollment last year. Although
this year’s enrollment is encouraging, both Hall and Nielson said

Dot Hunter

Eric Wilson
its numbers are not enough to
depend on in shaky economic
times.
Ultimately, Nielson and Hall
insist the college is in a much better position financially than it was
a year ago.
Covenant currently has no
long-term debt, and is planning
to borrow nearly three million
less in January 2010 than it did
this year.
Nielson and Hall said they do
not anticipate needing to make
any more cuts, although the longterm process of rightsizing will
continue.
Hall said that further developments will be “much more gentle
from here on.”

Anderson’s work ethic, business focus left college with “vigor and viability”
from WALLACE on page 1.
enant does not plan to hire for
both positions, but rather reallocate their duties and restructure a
new vice presidential position.
Hall believes the school may
not need to hire any new personnel, but can potentially refurbish
existing positions to meet administration needs.
Nielson likes the concept of
an “enrollment management”
model, someone who oversees
all of admissions, recruitment,
financial aid, and student development.
“All those facets have in many
ways already been united under
Wallace,” Nielson said.
Admissions Representative

Matt Brown arrived as a freshman the same year Anderson
came to Covenant. He has witnessed the arc of Anderson’s vision enacted over the years as
both a student and as a member
of Anderson’s admissions staff.
“What I’ve seen in the past
five years has been a change in
the marketing, focusing a lot on
Covenant as a serious academic
institution,” said Brown. “And I
feel like a lot of that was Wallace’s
work.”
Brown acknowledged that
Anderson has received criticism
from students for focusing on the
college as a business, with emphasis on advertising and image.
However, Brown believes that
Anderson’s vision and reputa-

tion for running a tight ship had
served the college well.
Nielson agreed, and in an announcement to the college community in June, he wrote: “it is
not an exaggeration to say that
the College continues today with
vigor and viability largely due to
Wallace’s expertise and energy.”
Nielson also wrote that though
some of Anderson’s approaches
to “difficult and thorny matters”
were not without controversy,
Anderson “consistently demonstrated perseverance, pluck, keen
attention to detail, and phenomenal work ethic.”
Besides his professional reputation, Anderson will be remembered for distinctly non-businesslike moments at the college. Two

years ago he shaved his head to
help juniors in RUF raise money
for junior Ryland Rainsford’s father’s surgery.
His weekly “Waffles with Wallace” dinners on Sundays were
also popular among students.
“He would open up his house
and make students feel welcome,”
said senior Joey Veloz, a regular
attendant. “He remembered each
person’s story each time they
came back. That was his way of
loving us.”
As far as the college’s future
vision, Nielson said that he does
not anticipate major changes in
goals or systems with Anderson’s
departure. Brown said admissions is not changing much about
the precedents Anderson set.

Faculty Quote of the Week:
“A good ‘Bagpipe’ is one I’m not in.”

“He upped the standards for
admissions, how hard we go after
students, and we’re going to keep
that.”
But Brown also said that Bryant is making some key shifts in
focus which include paying more
attention to the college’s relationships with churches.
Changes more noticeable to
students will be seen at preview
weekend. This year’s Mountain
Affair is being headed up by
Brown, graduate David Hess,
and Philip Howlett, who works
in admissions. Brown says the
competition will have a different
feel, although the bars will still
be set as high as Anderson had
placed them.

-Dr. Davis in CHOW I
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Yes...

to “Mitchell”
Mitchell’s heart-wrenching quest
to find his anonymous Kilter date.
This is real life, folks. Real life.

No...

to his inability
to narrow the list of suspects to
fewer than 1000 students. Bring
on the “disciplinary action.”

Letters to
the editor are
welcome!
Send them by email to
bagpipe@covenant.edu, with “Letter to
the Editor” in the subject line.
Or send letters to:
The Bagpipe
Box 169, 14049 Scenic Highway
Lookout Mountain, GA 30750.
• Make letters topical and keep them under
200 words.
• Letters may be edited for clarity and
length.
• Letters should be signed with full name,
class standing, and declared major, if
applicable.

September 14-18, 2009
Keynote Speaker:

Rev. Stafford Carson
•Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Portadown,
Northern Ireland
•Moderator, Presbyterian Church in Ireland
Musical Artist:

Andrew Peterson

Monday, September 14
11:00am Student-led Chapel

Tuesday, September 15
11:00am Andrew Peterson in Chapel
8:00pm Andrew Peterson Concert

Wednesday, September 16
11:00am Rev. Stafford Carson in Chapel

Thursday, September 17
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to run a story on something,
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“You must be the change you
wish to see in the world.”
For advertising inquiries,
contact Zach McElrath:
ph: (602) 625-0486
bagpipe@covenant.edu
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Neal Conference on
True Spirituality:

11:00am Rev. Stafford Carson in Chapel
7:00pm Rev. Stafford Carson in Evening Chapel

Friday, September 18
11:00am Rev. Stafford Carson in Chapel
7:00pm Dessert and Music on Chapel Lawn

Final enrollment numbers higher than
expected; totals similar to last year
from ENROLLMENT on page 1.
This puts the total enrollment of
the college somewhere around
990 students, also about the same
as last year. Final numbers for
enrollment will not be available
until October.
By January 2008, the college
had recognized how the recession
could impact the number of incoming students and had accordingly prepared for a hard recruiting year, with a sober mindset to
not expect a big class.
The models used to estimate
the class size were based on previous years, but “Nothing was
consistent,” according to Associate Director of Admissions Sarah
Ocando. “It was hard to trust the
numbers because this year is so
different.”
The size of the incoming
class, especially during the recession, resulted in above average

requests for financial aid.
“Outside scholarships were
important this year,” said Financial Aid Coordinator David Darden. “We suggested that
students pursue any available
scholarship opportunity, such as
a parent’s employer or local organization grant. Many students
put forth this extra effort and
were awarded additional scholarships.”
Dr. Niel Nielson agrees that
the enrollment numbers look
good this year, but he warns that
enrollment is not the only variable.
“The increased financial aid,
1.2 million less in revenue from
endowment, and realizing the
potential softness in our fundraising goal causes us to say, ‘We’re
delighted with how enrollment
looks for a net tuition revenue,
but we’re still very cautious at this
point,’” Nielson said.

Sophomores Casey Cochran and Tim Goldsmith
lead their Orientataion Team of art majors.

A word from Student Senate

The Verdict
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A Commitment to Community
by Alex Anderson
My three-years-educated guess is that if any given
student were asked what his or her favorite thing about
Covenant is, ninety percent of us would say “the people,”
or “the community.” This is a testament to the close-knit,
life-enriching fellowship nearly all of us have enjoyed at
one time or another here on campus. Pick-up Ultimate
Frisbee games on Chapel Lawn, intense intramural grudge
matches, and enriching conversations in the Great Hall
provide excellent opportunities for bonding. These and
hall-sponsored traditions like Second Central’s ‘Cecilia’
and the Catacombs’ Toga Party are indispensable events
that make this community unique. Even administrationsponsored showcases like Mountain Affair are an integral
part of the school year.
But what about your personal interests? Where must
one go to meet with fellow students who need something
more than the typical academic or social pursuits? You’ve
come to the right place. Student Senate facilitates your creativity and desire for community. Among other things, we
currently support over 40 clubs - clubs created by you and
your friends, tailor-made and retro-fitted to your diverse
interests. Join one. Join ten. Experience the enjoyment and
explore the many ways to build and solidify this community by exposing yourself to opportunities to grow closer to
your peers. These student organizations are just as important as other campus opportunities, and your passion and
enthusiasm will only create a better community. Seize for
yourself a truly memorable Covenant College experience.
We’ll help.
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Album Review:

Something Old, Something New
Covenant alum consults the dead on SIP album
tone, covering topics like companionship,
regret, and mortality with a certain grandfatherly air. Withington builds his experiLove’s Best Habit is the brainchild of
ment off the premise that these themes are
Covenant alum Grant Withington, as well
inherent to the human condition, letting the
as his SIP in English two academic years
words speak for themselves. He pulls it off
ago. This past summer Withington finally
with grace.
mastered the CD. The final product is quite
The somber arrangements bring out the
an experiment, and I mean that in the best
sonnets’ retrospective mood. Withington
way.
enlists the help of a number of Covenant
As experiments go, Love’s Best Habit
students and alumni, including brother Ben
is surprisingly even keel. Conceptually,
Withington on synth, alumnus Asher Payne
Withington’s plan was to take a number of
on backup vocals and senior Josh Barrett
Shakespeare’s sonnets and set them to con- on drums. Mixed and mastered in North
temporary music. What we get is a collecCarolina by Riley Miller, these contribution of eleven singer-songwriter ballads that tions blend together seamlessly, creating a
takes 400-year-old poems and makes them beautiful sound reminiscent of The Divine
feel poignant again.
Comedy’s more tender moments. EveryThe trick is that Shakespeare’s sonnets
thing down to the appropriately symbolic
are still as particular in their relevance and cover art is professionally done and more
as universal in their scope as today’s lyricists than worth its weight in gold.
are, and even more so. The sonnets were
Love’s Best Habit runs at a slow pace,
written towards the end of Shakespeare’s
and sometimes the loftiness of the lyrics can
lifetime, so he often writes with a weathered work against the listener’s attention. This

by Colin Stayton

Book Review:

Withington spent much of his summer producing his new album
seems a necessary evil considering the depth
of substance in Shakespeare’s verses. It often
takes a second, third, or tenth reading to
catch the full meaning of a Shakespeare
sonnet, and when put to song it is tempting
to focus on the prettiness of the melody over
the complexity of the words. That is to say,
Love’s Best Habit warrants a second or third
listen.
A lot more can be said about the successes and failures of interposing centuries-

GARRETT REID

old poetry onto modern pop structures, but
my simple assessment is that Withington
clearly understands and reveres Shakespeare’s sonnets. He handles them with as
much intimacy as he would his own words
and makes the interposition feel like less of a
stretch than one might expect. But I’ll leave
that judgment up to you.
Love’s Best Habit is now for sale at the
Tuck Shoppe, and I strongly recommend
you purchase a copy in between classes.

Z is Not for Zombie
by James Harrison

ing enormous teams of Brazilian porters
to comfortably troop him through the rain
If you were judging by the title, The
forest (a popular method that failed for
Lost City of Z by David Grann sounds like a
several “explorers”), Fawcett instead traveled
mad-zombie thriller. But Grann’s account of in small groups, light, quick, and undetected.
Col. Percy Fawcett’s obsessive exploration of He chose to respect the indigenous people
the Amazon offers a deft mix of adventure,
of the Amazon, valued their culture, and
mystery, history, and biography that’s hard
sought to establish relationships with them—
to find (and even harder to put down).
while his fellow explorers regarded them as
If you think you’re tough, Fawcett was
dangerous savages and often shot them on
about 1,000,000 times tougher. He made re- the spot. Fawcett understood the significance
peated treks hundreds of miles deep into the of the Amazonians’ indigenous knowledge
jungles of the “uninhabitable” Amazon, in
to his quest, and utilized it by learning to live
search of the remains of a grand and ancient off the land as they did.
civilization, “Z.” Irrevocably convinced of
While other well-funded explorers touted
Z’s existence, Fawcett braved (and survived)
their new technologies of wireless telegraphy
countless dangers that claimed the lives of
and water-landing biplanes, Fawcett’s obsesthousands of explorers before him, beating
sive passion of finding Z nearly bankrupted
the odds and returning after years-long expe- him. His expeditions were anything but
ditions. Somehow, he was able to elude the
flashy—rather than sending dispatches
hostile climate and dodgy creatures of the
home via radio, he relied on runners to carry
jungle, escaping unscathed from anacondas, his messages on foot through the jungle to
vampire fish, cyanide-squirting millipedes,
nearby towns. He was a stud.
and electric eels, to name a few.
I won’t reveal what Grann uncovered
Hailed by many as the “last of the great
about the Lost City of Z, as the aura of Fawexplorers,” Fawcett made one last trip into
cett’s story pulled him deep into the Amazon
the Amazon in search of Z in 1925. He van- jungles himself. You ought to read the book.
ished without a trace, triggering a worldwide While Fawcett’s character is full of flaws,
obsession of locating the whereabouts of his
his story is great and it will make you think.
crew which was made up of his son, Jack
It will also change the way you consider
Fawcett, and Raleigh Rimell, Jack’s best
ancient civilization in the Western Hemifriend. In the book, Grann attempts to resphere - especially on the South American
trace their trail.
continent. Who knows? Next time you find
Read the book and you will notice the
yourself entering a hostile environment, you
tact that Fawcett showed in conducting hismight be glad you took the time to read it.
journeys into the jungle. Instead of employ-
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Album Review:

David Bazan darker than
ever in Curse Your Branches
by Jonathan Neighbors

that all this misbehaving / grew from one
enchanted tree.” In contrast to the characIf you have been following David
ter studies in his Pedro the Lion material,
Bazan’s career, you may have noticed that
the lyrics are primarily autobiographical.
his religious sentiments have grown increas- Throughout he offers challenges to God
ingly conflicted. The band he formed in
such as “If you knew what would happen /
college, Pedro the Lion, got its start playing and made us just the same / then you my
shows for church youth groups, and his
Lord can take the blame.” It seems that, as
initial fan base was primarily Christian.
a newly minted agnostic, Mr. Bazan’s bigEventually he began to gain a following,
gest issue is The Problem of Evil. Ironically,
collecting mostly positive reviews in both
this is one of the things I most admired his
Christian and secular circles, and makpast albums for not tiptoeing around.
ing him something of an underground
Sonically, this album doesn’t mark any
crossover “star,” if that isn’t too much of a
sort of radical departure from his preceding
contradiction in terms.
solo EP, or Pedro the Lion for that matter,
A refreshing aspect of Bazan’s lyrics was and that’s not a bad thing. He primarily
his willingness to tell stories that addressed
sticks to what he does best, and that is writsin and darkness, while still maintaining a
ing fairly simple, mid-tempo songs with his
redemptive meta-view. However, in his final voice and lyrics at the forefront. If you feel
Pedro the Lion album Achilles Heel and his
the need for categorization, call it “indie,”
following solo EP, his lyrics seemed fixwhatever that means anymore (this album
ated on darkness more than ever, and the
should fit in the category - David recorded
redemptive aspect was increasingly unclear it in his basement studio). He does throw in
as doubt crept in. As he began to doubt, he
a little bit of the unexpected with a looped
reportedly also began to drink very heavily. electronic beat in “Please Baby, Please” and
(When I saw the band on tour in 2005, he
a countryish groove in “When We Fell,”
was guzzling an ambiguous liquid from a
but in general the sound is pretty standard
brown paper bag between songs.)
Bazan fare.
Enter his new full length release Curse
So what do we learn from this shift in
Your Branches. From the opening song he
worldview Bazan has made? What’s the
makes it clear that he has some major issues moral of the story? I’m not sure I can give
with Christianity with lines such as “Wait
a definitive answer, but Bazan’s lyrics have
just a minute / you expect me to believe /
still not failed to make me think.

David Bazan will be touring in October.

BROOKLYNVEGAN.COM

Brad Pitt stars in director Quentin Tarantino’s Inglourious Basterds.

ALLMOVIEPHOTO.COM

Film Review:

Inglourious Basterds
Tarantino’s style ill-suited for his subject matter
by Sam Townes

more than violent bundles of nerve endings. Take, for example, the ‘Bear Jew.’
Inglourious Basterds is the story of a
He’s a big Jewish guy who exists solely to
covert unit comprised of nine Jewish sol- beat Nazi heads in with a baseball bat.
diers and their Gentile (naturally) leader, Fittingly, he’s played by Eli Roth, the
Aldo Raine (played humorously by Brad director behind the well-loved masterPitt). Their mission is simple - kill a
piece Hostel. Basterds is not about justice,
bunch of Nazis. It has a fairly intricate
or the tragedy of the Holocaust. It is a
plot, so you might want to re-read this
two and a half hour ode to revenge that
summary if you get confused along the
comes just as anti-Semitism is on the rise
way.
in Europe. Basterds is more than a tacky
Going into the movie, I tried to keep
war movie; it specifically centers on the
an open mind, trusting Tarantino not
Jewish plight, but does so without tact or
to make “Holocaust Dogs.” From the
understanding. Tarantino may have even
outset, however, the tone of Tarantino’s
helmed a new genre of film: Jewsploitadirecting is appallingly ill-suited for
tion.
the subject matter. A somewhat movBasterds is almost entirely visceral
ing portrayal of
reactions and is
At its core, Inglorious Basterds absolutely deJews suffering
at the hands of
is merely an inflammatory Jew- void of anything
hyperbolic bad
resembling a moral
ish revenge film.
guy Hans Landa
center. Some might
is followed by a
argue that this is
chapter in which the “basterds” gleefully merely an action movie, not Schindler’s
scalp those dumb ole Nazis. Tarantino
List. But certain events ought to be free
loves the pulpy side of cinema, and he
from the facile, reductionist treatment
uses its conventions flawlessly. Who knew of a Quentin Tarantino. Certain parts
that WWII occurred solely to supply
of history ought only to be handled with
Quentin Tarantino with an endless
the circumspection and tact of Schindler’s
array of disposable bad guys? At some
List or Hotel Rwanda. Basterds is the
point cinematic allusions cease to be
equivalent of a Die Hard sequel revolving
an adequate cover for what the director
around 9/11.
himself is doing. Certain scenes seem
There aren’t many sacred cows left in
to exist solely to establish the fact that
our culture, but the Holocaust is ceryes, Tarantino has seen quite a few more tainly one of them. Inglourious Basterds
films than you.
is unfortunate proof that mainstream
At its core, Inglourious Basterds is
cinema is devolving into base voyeuristic
merely an inflammatory Jewish revenge
spectacle.
film. Characters on both sides are little
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Messner brings the heat in a chapel to remember
people sleeping in chapel, he wasn’t attacking people who are running on very few
hours of sleep, he was addressing “intentionAs Chaplain Aaron Messner got up to
al disengagement,” a kind of sleeping that is
speak last Monday, I looked to the left of
an issue of our hearts. The real question is,
me and saw people sinking in their chairs,
are we actively seeking to disengage from
getting ready to go to sleep. I saw someone in chapel because it doesn’t caress our ears
front of me reading their homework for class. every second?
As I was sitting down I sent a quick text, and
Let’s face it, brothers and sisters, we
as I closed my phone I heard “today will be
expect to have our entertainment here and
about what chapel expects from you.” As
now and when we are not entertained, we
Messner unfolded what he meant, he brought could care less. I have struggled with being
up multiple things that distract us in chapel. interested in chapel, however, we all have
From sleeping to leaving early, he pointed a responsibility to the community (the
out that these things disengage us from being kingdom) that we have asked God to be a
active participants in chapel lectures. He told part of to listen and to respect God’s word.
the story of pastors labeling us the “toughest Regardless of what we think our rights are;
place to preach in our denomination,” “hard the fact remains that Jesus died for us. He
to the gospel,” and saying that “those kids
gave us hope, he gave us ears, and he gave us
just don’t care.” At that moment, regardless
life. Yet we cannot find it in ourselves to give
if you agreed with Messner or not, you could him 35 minutes every Monday, Wednesday
hear the sound of conviction silence.
and Friday.
Messner hammered us with injunctions
Messner was not proposing a legalistic
that were hard to hear, injunctions that
agenda aimed at garnering for Covenant
attacked our phones, our schedules and our
a better “listening audience reputation” or
hearts. Messner’s lecture seemed to be taken increasing the limelight for chapel speakers.
as legalism, an attack on our freedoms and
He was trying to open our eyes to the fact
our rights. However, when he talked about
that we have an inconsistent hermeneutic.

by Dave Connis

CHRIS THORNTON

Bagpipe editor in chief, Zach McElrath, caught dozing off after chapel last spring.
We talk about how “Jesus died for us” and
how we “owe him everything.” Yet in our
everyday actions we cannot give up 35
minutes to engage in worship and the Word.
This was the root of the problem Messner
was addressing.
Let me be clear, not all ideas and
thoughts given in chapel are perfect, but

Messner isn’t aiming for perfect. This campus is in trouble, because we shouldn’t be in
arms over giving 35 minutes to Jesus every
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday after he
gave us his whole life. Let’s drop our defenses
far enough to realize just how often we put
our own agendas over the preaching of the
Word of God.

What is your Comfort? Reflections on time spent in Uganda

FLICKR.COM

by Dave Connis
It was another early morning. I crawled
out from my mosquito net and got ready
to go out again on the red Ugandan soil
to witness door to door. Every morning I
seemed to have to talk myself into wanting
to go out and witness. It was uncomfortable and awkward, but it was needed. I
also fought the feeling of not wanting to be
in Uganda at all. I wasn’t happy, I wasn’t
willing and I was struggling with my faith.

After breakfast I grabbed my tan messenger
bag which held a few important things, such
as my Ugandan cell phone, my bible, my
day planner and my journal and got onto a
bus to go to a village called Kumi.
As the sun began to rise, I looked down
at my arms, and noticed that I was holding
on to my bag with a strange passion - the
passion of a frightened little girl holding a
teddy bear, or the passion of someone who
is confidently awaiting the day when the
TV show Lost will finally make some sense.

I was holding onto my comfort, I was holding onto things that put me where I wanted
to be. When I wrote, I wrote because it
allowed me to escape. When I looked at my
day planner, it was to cross off another passing day. I was constantly pushing myself
away from what I had been put into, I was
telling God “the world I can fabricate with
these few items is better than the world you
have put me in.” I was replacing God with a
tan bag filled with paper and a writing stick
filled with ink.

Comfort is tricky. It gets us attached,
and it makes us feel safe. It makes us lazy.
It speaks louder than the noise of the blood
running down the cross. Comfort points
us to teddy bears and fast food. When the
gospel calls us to suffering, it calls us to discomfort. The essence of all things American is you, and this is nowhere near the
mark of the essence of the kingdom. The
kingdom tells us that “my gracious favor is
all you need. My power works best in your
weakness” and “yes, every one who wants
to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution” (2 Cor 12:9, 2 Tim 3:12). My
heart is so prone to wander. As I find myself
physically wandering from place to place, I
find my heart wandering from Jesus to comfort. In all reality, Jesus’ suffering precedes
comfort.
Now even though the life of the kingdom
is pointing towards discomfort, Jesus wasn’t
on the cross thinking, “curse McDonalds
and fluffy couches!” He was saying that we
are destined to suffer for his name, and in
my moment of weakness and suffering all I
could do was hold on to canvas fabric. The
things I brought with me in my bag became
what Francis Bacon calls idols of the cave; I
withdrew from God’s invitation into the discomfort of the kingdom into probably the
worst things I could have found as alternatives. So, I ask you, what are you holding on
to, and are you willing to lose it?
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Healthcare reform: searching for a solution
Michael Cannon
offers thoughtprovoking
alternative to
Obamacare

OBAMACARE 2.0:
more of the same
by Jonathan Cate
I did a lot of cool things this summer,
but I’m bummed I never got to show off
my farmer’s tan in a town hall healthcare
meeting. After seeing how fun yelling at a
senator looked, most of my activities started
to seem somewhat second-rate.
The Washington Post reported that the
outpouring of anger at town hall meetings
in the past month has caused some lawmakers such as Iowa Senator Chuck Grassley to
“consider drastically scaling back the scope
of the effort.”
In the face of such evident opposition,
scaling back the healthcare effort seems to
be the only option. The initial rhetoric used
by Congress in favor of the healthcare overhaul was both dishonest and reckless. The
promise to expand coverage and reduce
costs was a lame deception, and it doesn’t
take a genius to figure out that cutting $500
billion from Medicare will affect the care
seniors receive.
So the healthcare reformers will retreat
and devise a more “modest” proposal.
Instead of advocating an overhaul of the
system, they will present a set of insurancemarket reforms that seem harmless. However, those reforms would fundamentally
alter the terms and conditions under which
Americans purchase their health insurance.
In the end, the changes will be every bit as
radical as the two trillion dollar government intervention which is being shouted
down in the town hall meetings.
There have been three “common-sense
consumer protections” proclaimed by President Obama:
1. Guaranteed issue: Require health
insurers to issue a policy to everyone who
applies for one, and to guarantee that coverage for life.
2. Pre-existing conditions: Bar insurers
from screening prospective customers for
any “pre-existing” and potentially costly
medical conditions.
3. Community rating: Require insurers
to charge all the consumers the same premium for coverage, no questions asked.
These reforms sound harmless, but they
lead to more governmental mandates. As
long as the insurance is guaranteed to everyone, but the purchase remains voluntary,
many people won’t buy coverage until they
absolutely need it. You could just wait until
the morning before your operation, demand
a policy from an insurance company, and
run up the medical tab while the insurer
covers it.
In order to protect against the rise in
premiums that lower enrollment would
cause, the government would have to enact
the “individual mandate” which would

by Ike Barnett

America’s town halls became battle grounds this summer as
controversy over Obamacare swept the nation.
force every citizen to buy health insurance. Unfortunately, some won’t be able
to afford it, so the government will pay for
theirs through subsidies. The Congressional
Budget Office writes, “A mandate requiring
all individuals to purchase health insurance
would be an unprecedented form of federal
action. The government has never required
people to buy any good or service as a
condition of lawful residence in the United
States.”
That’s the catch. It will be the liberal
dream of universal and guaranteed coverage without blatant nationalization. It
will all be done through private insurance
companies, but they won’t really be private
anymore. They will be government utilities. They will have no say in who they can
enroll, who they can drop, and how much
they can limit their own liability. They will
live off the government through its forced
and subsidized premiums.
The end result would be catastrophic.
Government-subsidized universal healthcare would compound already out-of-control spending and deficits. Eventually the
budgetary consequences would be a night-
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mare. Once that nightmare really starts
to show itself, the only alternative may be
to ration care, in the style of Canada and
Britain.
In the end, is it really about healthcare? No one in the Obama administration really seems to care about what national healthcare looks like in Britain or
Canada. For the Obama administration,
the issue is larger. It is concerned with a
vast reinterpretation of how Americans
receive healthcare. The notion from the
start has been that the State will assume
control and level the healthcare playing
field.
The healthcare reform being pressed
by members of the Obama administration reveals them for who they are: a
pure group of Statists. The president
believes that a select group of bureaucrats
can direct our lives far better than we
can.
No, it’s not really about healthcare.
It’s about pushing America further down
the road toward a culture of governmentcontrolled mediocrity and fairness.

Obamacare has lost a lot of public support since January. As the “Cash for Clunkers” program demonstrated last month, the
government hasn’t got half the money it
wishes it did, and for healthcare, that means
rationing - a government-dictated system to
determine who gets care and who doesn’t.
But even if Obamacare does fail, everybody agrees that the current system needs
change. Aside from Hillary’s plan, what
options are there for health care reform?
Michael Cannon, a health-policy analyst for the libertarian Cato Institute and a
co-author of Healthy Competition, thinks
he has an answer for that. It’s a three part
plan, and it goes like this:
First, Cannon says we should change
who has control of the money. Cannon
wants to give each state an allowance for
Medicare, and have the states pass out
vouchers to those who are truly needy.
The needy, then, will use their voucher to
apply for private healthcare. This will have
the effect of stabilizing Medicare without
resorting to government rationing.
Second, Cannon wants to use the
interstate-commerce clause to tear down
walls between states. Right now, residents
of New Jersey have very few options, and
those options are extremely expensive, due
to government regulations on the industry
and a lack of competition. If they were
allowed to purchase insurance from other
states, then the free-market would kick in,
and insurance providers would have to
compete, which drives costs down. Similarly, allowing doctors to practice outside
the state of their licensure would allow for
greater mobility of health care providers,
and streamline the whole business.
Third, he proposes reform of the Medicaid program. In its current configuration,
it mirrors corrupt old welfare programs. It
encourages states to increase the number
of people in the program so a lot of people
who don’t really need care take advantage
of it. If the government were to focus on giving states a fixed block of money, the states
could target those who are actually needy,
and not worry about those who can provide
for themselves.
While any kind of healthcare reform
is going to be problematic, Cannon has
at least provided us with an alternative
to Obamacare, and that in itself should
make us hesitate to gobble down the White
House’s bill.
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Scots volleyball shows early promise
by Mitch Prentis
Last Saturday, the Lady
Scots faced off against Union
College. Covenant put up a
good fight, but was unable to
overcome the power and speed
of the Bulldogs, losing in the
fourth set.
After a lackluster first set, in
which Covenant only scored 15
points, the team came back out
focused and ready to play. In a
heart pounding second set, the
Scots emerged victorious, pulling out a victory 27-25.
Covenant carried its momentum into the third set, but
narrowly lost 23-25. The Scots
were never able to regain their
stride after that heartbreaking
loss, and dropped their fourth
and final set with a score of 2025.

“I would have been disappointed if we had continued to
play like we did in the first set,”
Coach Heather Taylor commented after the game. “But I
was encouraged by the way we
recovered in the second set, and
the way we played close with
them in the third.”
Coach Taylor is already preparing for next week’s games.
She says that as a team they
need to become more consistent in their sets and work to be
more in control throughout the
game.
The Scots’ record moved to
1-2 following the match with
Union College and then to 2-2
after a 3-0 home shutout of Tennessee Wesleyan on Tuesday. Be
sure to wish them luck as they
travel to Milligan College next
Saturday.

Katrina Unglaub, a sophomore from Tallahassee, Florida reaches for a bump in a match
against Union College last Saturday, which Covenant ended up losing.
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Cross country tested at Sewanee
by Thomas Prettyman
While the conditions at the
Sewanee Golf Course were overcast and breezy this past Saturday, the competition of four Division I Schools kept things plenty
hot for the Covenant cross country team.
The Scots and Lady Scots
braved the fierce competition and
the rolling hills at the University
of the South this past weekend to
take 9th and 10th place, respectively.
Out in front for the men in
the 8K as usual was senior Enoch
Elwell, with an impressive opening season time of 27:48 for 29th
place overall. Storming into second and third for the Scots was

the close duo of Daniel Pick at
29:17 (57th) and Zach “Stacked”
McElrath at 29:21 (58th). Luke
Irwin took Covenant’s fourth
spot at 30:02 (74th) just in front of
upstart freshman Jonathan Preg
(30:16, 80th).
The Lady Scots were led
again by last year’s front-running
duo of sophomores Tera Woods
and Kelly Gillikin, who managed to keep pace throughout the
whole 5K race. Woods sprinted
furiously at the finish to nab 50th
place and clock in at 21:37, just
ahead of Gillikin (21:39, 51st).
Close behind in the Lady Scots
third spot was freshman Jamie
Beckwith at 22:11 (59th). Covenant’s fourth and fifth spots were
claimed by freshmen Stephanie

Varsity

Men’s Soccer

Sophomore forward James Dawson kicks up a little
turf in Covenant’s exhibition game against Maryville last Saturday.
Maryville ended up winning 2-1. The Scots are 1-2 so far in regular
season play under new coach Nathan Pifer. This Saturday the Scots
travel to Maryville, TN to take on California Lutheran.

JV

GARRETT REID

DATE OPPONENT

SCORE

8/29

Maryville

L 1-2

9/1

Huntingdon

Ammons (25:11, 97th) and Catherine Kercher (25:54, 100th).
Taking most of the top spots
in the race were Mississippi State
(1st, 24 points) and Emory University (2nd, 50 points) in the
men’s 8K, while women’s teams
from Mississippi State (1st, 25
points) and Georgia State (2nd,
68 points) took the top spots in
the 5K. The men’s team finished
only 8 points behind Sewanee,
and both teams ousted Maryville
College, a likely member of Covenant’s future conference in the
NCAA D-III.
This Saturday the men’s and
women’s cross country teams
travel to Rome, Georgia for the
Berry College Invitational. The
men’s race begins at 9 a.m..

Women’s Soccer
DATE OPPONENT

SCORE W-L

N/A

8/29

Trevecca Naz.

W 3-0

N/A

W 8-0

1-0

9/1

Maryville

W 2-1

1-0

9/4

Gardner-Webb L 1-5

1-1

9/12

Milligan College

9/5

Winthrop

1-2

9/12

Cal. Lutheran

8/31

U. Soccer Club T 1-1

0-0-1

9/1

Tenn. Temple

W 7-0

1-0

9/3

Tenn. Wesleyan T 1-1

0-0-2

9/14

Hiawasee Jr.

L 2-3

W-L

