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Jars of Clay brings new life to old hymns
By E rik  O ’D ell

Since their start in the early 
nineties, Jars of Clay have most 
often found inspiration for their 
soulful acoustic pop songs in wispy 
contemporary folk. And while 
they’ve made several departures 
from this vein — toying with elec­
tronics on recent albums — they’ve 
never sought to unearth the genre’s 
southern roots with as much enthu­
siasm as they display on their latest 
effort. With “Redemption Songs,” 
Jars has taken their most commit­
ted turn towards the traditional, 
looking backward in both style and 
substance. With a hand from The 
Blind Boys of Alabama, the band 
has turned out an album of hymn- 
book standards tightly bound in the 
sturdy musical tropes of Americana 
and Southern Gospel. In a recent 
interview, frontman Dan Hastletine 
explained the inspiration behind 
his band’s most recent release.

B agp ip e: The style of “Re­
demption Songs” is a bit of a shift 
from recent albums like “The Elev­
enth Hour.” Do you see this as a 
natural progression from your pre­
vious sound?

D an H astletine: I think it’s 
a pretty normal progression. The 
first few albums were mainly acous­
tic. We went on to use samples in 
the later albums and experimented 
a bit but then decided to remove 
the “gimmicks” and stick with what 
we do best.

BP: What are your favorite 
songs on this album and why?

DH: Two stand out most to me. 
The first is “Thou Lovely Source 
of True Delight.” The hymn was 
written by an eighteenth century 
woman named Anne Steele who

was house-ridden for most of her 
youth because of a" bad accident, 
and later suffered the loss of her 
fiance to a drowning accident the 
day before their scheduled wed­
ding. This song is about her recog­
nition that despite these tragedies, 
the love of Christ was with her in 
her struggles.

The other song that stands out 
is “Nothing but the Blood.” We 
were privileged to work with the 
Blind Boys of Alabama on this one. 
It was a rewarding experience to 
revamp an important hymn with

such great men.
BP: W hat can you say about 

the hymn “Hiding Place?”
DH: Like most hymns, this 

song is about human depravity. 
It’s about our natural tendency to 
choose the temporal things over 
the eternal. Everybody knows what 
its like to run away from where we 
should be with God. But even as we 
run, Christ is the pursuer that finds 
us and brings us back.

BP: Why have you chosen to 
make your most recent project a 
worship album?

DH: This generation, more art­
ists are doing these types of albums 
and since we have been singing a lot 
of these hymns in our own church 
in Nashville, we wanted to contrib­
ute to the growing fervor of wor­
ship-oriented albums. But we want­
ed to bring what we have already 
been doing for such a long time in 
a way that will best express who we 
are as a band and our hearts for 
these old hymns and their timeless 
value in the church today.

BP: Can the fans at Covenant 
College expect more work from

Courtesy Provident Music Group

you guys in the near future?
DH: Yeah, we’re doing a lot 

of writing right now and are set 
to go back into the studio again in 
January. And I honestly believe — 
though I say this about every new 
album — that this new one will be 
better than anything we’ve done 
before. We are growing as a band 
and we have a lot left to give. So we 
just hope you, the fans, like it.

Touted goalkeeper 
commits to Covenant
Press R elease from  
C h a t ta n o o g a n .co m

Eryn Garcia, senior goal-keeper 
for Grace Academy’s Lady Golden 
Eagles, signed a letter-of-intent 
Tuesday to continue her soccer 
career at Covenant College. The 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Garcia, 
Eryn is an Honor Student, carry­
ing a 3.5 g.p.a. She plans to major 
in Physical Therapy at the Lookout 
Mountain school.

A standout player since her 
freshman year, Eryn completed

her high school 
career as one of 
the area’s top 
keepers, always 
among the top 
“goals against” 
averages. Eryn’s 
goal tending was 
a critical compo­
nent of Grace 
Academy’s State 
Tournament ap­
pearances dur­
ing her junior
and senior season. She was named the Tennessee Sports Writers All 
to both the Tennessee Coaches and State teams in 2003 and 2004.

courtesy of Grace Academy 

Back Row: (L to R) Grace Academy staff: Sean MacPherson 
(asst, coach), Les Compton(athletic director), Brandon Baker 
(head coach); Front Row: (L to R) Gene Ezell (Covenant Col­
lege coach), Alexandra Garcia (mom), Eryn Garcia (player), 
George Garcia (dad), Mark Duble (Covenant College head 
coach)

LADY SCOTS, from page i.

“I would say mainly [it helped] 
with my pace of play,” she said. “It 
demanded that I played faster.”

On Saturday, junior defender/ 
midfielder Amy Smrcina played 
with her steady blend of toughness 
and showmanship, effortlessly be­
fuddling opponents as she slipped 
by them and played constructive 
balls forward. Sasscer and Smrci­
na are joined by Laura Cherry, a 
scrappy junior midfielder, and ju ­
nior Ashley Wood, the team’s cool- 
headed sweeper, to form a strong 
core through the middle of the 
field.

Christine Solis, Sasscer’s coun­
terpart up front, pairs well with 
Sasscer and scored in the second

half by receiving a soft over-the-top 
ball from Cherry and chipping past 
the charging keeper.

The back line, while solid, is 
occasionally susceptible on the left 
side. But outside midfield play was 
the team’s weak point on Saturday 
afternoon. Senior Paige Weich- 
brodt made headway against her 
mark, but couldn’t seem to translate 
her speed into offensive progress. 
Duble thinks his seven incoming re­
cruits will contribute immediately. 
Four of them play outside midfield, 
and they’re all fast, he says.

The highest profile recruit of 
all is Kalie Estrada, a striker from 
Lakeland, Fla. who scored over 
2 0 0  goals in her high school career. 
Duble compares her to Sasscer, ex­
cept that she’s even faster, he says.
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Eryn Garcia, senior goal-keeper 
for Grace Academy's Lady Golden 
Eagles, signed a letter-of-intent 
Tuesday to continue her soccer 
career at Covenant College. The 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Garcia, 
Eryn is an Honor Student, carry­
ing a 3.5 g.p.a. She plans to major 
in Physical Therapy at the Lookout 
Mountain school. 

A standout player since her 
freshman year, Eryn completed 

her high school 
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among the top 
"goals against" 
averages. Eryn's 
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nent of Grace 
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to both the Tennessee Coaches and 

the Tennessee Sports Writers All­
State teams in 2003 and 2004. 

On Saturday, junior defender/ 
midfielder Amy Smrcina played 
with her steady blend of toughness 
and showmanship, effortlessly be­
fuddling opponents as she slipped 
by them and played constructive 
balls forward. Sasscer and Smrci­
na are joined by Laura Cherry, a 
scrappy junior midfielder, and ju­
nior Ashley Wood, the team's cool­
headed sweeper, to form a strong 
core through the middle of the 
field. 

Christine Solis, Sasscer's coun­
terpart up front, pairs well with 
Sasscer and scored in the second 
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you guys in the near future? 
DH: Yeah, we're doing a lot 

of writing right now and are set 
to go back into the studio again in 
January. And I honestly believe -­
though I say this about every new 
album -- that this new one will be 
better than anything we've done 
before. We are growing as a band 
and we have a lot left to give. So we 
just hope you, the fans, like it. 

half by receiving a soft over-the-top 
ball from Cherry and chipping past 
the charging keeper. 

The back line, while solid, is 
occasionally susceptible on the left 
side. But outside midfield play was 
the team's weak point on Saturday 
afternoon. Senior Paige Weich­
brodt made headway against her 
mark, but couldn't seem to translate 
her speed into offensive progress. 
Duble thinks his seven incoming re­
cruits will contribute immediately. 
Four of them play outside midfield, 
and they're all fast, he says. 

The highest profile recruit of 
all is Kalie Estrada, a striker from 
Lakeland, Fla. who scored over 
200 goals in her high school career. 
Duble compares her to Sasscer, ex­
cept that she's even faster, he says. 


