Covenant College Begins First
Year; Presbyteries Take Action
The opening of Covenant College
in Pasadena on September 16, 1955
came in response to action taken by
the Synod of the Bible Presbyterian
Church, meeting last June in St.
Louis. At this assembly the representatives of the churches who were
gathered voted to establish a Synodsponsored liberal arts college, subject to the endorsement of twothirds of the presbyteries in the denomination. A committee of seven
was appointed to implement the motion adopted by Synod. The work
of Covenant College has begun as
the result of work done by this committee as it sought the direction of
the Lord.
The Synod College Committee,
which has organized itself as the
temporary Board of Trustees of
Covenant College, will serve until
the next meeting of Synod when final organization will be made. For
the school's initial year, the committee appointed Dr. Robert G. Rayburn to serve as president. Covenant
College is to be located in Pasadena, California, for the current academic year, but plans are being
made to move the school to a permanent site in the Midwest.
Members of the Board of Trustees of Covenant College are
negotiating for the purchase of
property in St. Louis County,
Missouri, which will serve as a
permanent location for the
school beginning next September.

Members of the Board of Trustees are: Mr. George B. Storey,
Washington. Ill., president; Mr.
Presley W. Edwards, St. Louis, secretary; Rev. Max Belz, Walker,
Iowa, treasurer; Rev. Linwood G.
Gebb, Lakeland, Fla.; Rev. Oliver C.
Juliusson, Merrill, Wisc.; Rev. E.
Archer Dillard, Boone, N.C.; Rev.
G. W. Williams, Watford City, N.D.;
Rev. Donald J. MacNair, St. Louis;
and Dr. Robert G. Rayburn, Pasadena. The first seven named are the
members of the college committee
appointed by the Synod.
On October 11 the Great Lakes
Presbytery of thfl Bible Presbyterian Church, meeting at Lake Can-

andaqua, New York, voted its endorsement of a Synod-sponsored college. The approval voiced by the
Great Lakes Presbytery is significant as it marks the eighth presbytery, the number required for a twothirds majority, to act affirmatively.
The seven other presbyteries which
have approved the college are: Mid•
South, Carolina, Upper Midwest,
Great Plains, California, Rocky
Mountain, and Philadelphia.
The name Covenant is a distinctive one. It was chosen for the col•
lege as the school is committed to
maintain that great system of theology of the same name held by historic Presbyterianism.

Rev. Dillard Speaks

the pulpits of the Bible Presbyterian Church, LaCrescenta; the Calvary (Bible Presbyterian) Church,
Hollywood; the Pasadena C i t y
Church, Pasadena; and the University Bible Church, Westwood.
Since 1947 Mr. Dillard has been
director of Hebron Colony, Boone,
North Carolina, a Christian home
for alcoholics. The work was extended in 1953 to include a home for
women alcoholics as well. In this
endeavor Mr. Dillard has enjoyed
a satisfying ministry with hundreds
of needy men and women. His active ministry in the Bible Presbyterian Church was preceded by many
years in Carolina pastorates of the
Southern Presbyterian Church. He
is a graduate of Columbia Theological Seminary, Columbia, South Carolina. The seminary has subsequently moved to Decatur, Georgia.

to C.C. Students
As copy for this edition of The
Bagpipe is being prepared for the
presses, we are in the middle of
our Spiritual Life Emphasis Week,
with the Rev. E. Archer Dillard,
Boone, North Carolina, as the featured speaker. Mr. Dillard's ministry is proving a source of challenge
for us to live the real Christian life
in the will of God. A more detailed
report of the services will be given
in the next issue.
Mr. Dillard is speaking twice daily - at the regular morning chapel
hour at 11 o'clock and each evening
at 8 o'clock. In addition to his ministry at Covenant College, he will
also be occupying as guest speaker

Rayburn Holds Meetings

Student Testimony

During the week of October 9-15,
Dr. Rayburn held evangelistic services in the First Bible Presbyterian Church of Denver, C0lorad•o
where Rev. Harold Mare is pastor.
The dedication of the building there
and the meeting of the Rocky Mountain Presbytery were among the
events scheduled for that week.
Dr. Rayburn is holding a week of
meetings in Trenton, New Jersey,
October 23-30. He will go from there
to attend the American Council
meeting in Grand Rapids, Michigan,
early in November.

"And thiJ?.e ears shall hear a word
behind thee saying, this is the way,
walk ye in it, when ye turn to the
right hand, and when ye turn to the
left." Isaiah 30: 21.
"Man's goings are of the Lord,
how can a man then understand his
own way?" Proverbs 20: 24.
It is a comfort to know that the
Lord directs my paths, and not man.
If I had followed my
own leading
I would not
be at Covenant College
this
year.
However, I
am glad
that the
Lord led me
here in His
will, and I
count it a privilege to be a student
at Covenant. Studying in a Christian atmosphere is a special joy to
me.
I am trusting the Lord to guide
my every step, and I am confident
He will provide the best for me in
the future if I will allow Him.
- Phil Olin
Phill ip Olin, whose testimony is
given above, was born in Watford
City, North Dakota. He attended
schools t here and was ac~i ve in
school affairs, serving as pn•Rident
of his junior class in high school and
also as preside:1t of " 1,e student
council. He came to < ,tliforuia in
1953 to attend college and is now in
his junior :i,ear. Recently elected
student body president, Phil is also
a reporter for T he Bagpip e.

Students Engage
I n Practical Work
Most of the students of Covenant
College are engaged in soµie kind of
practical work for the Lord along
with their regular classroom studies. Teaching Sunday school classes,
passing out tracts, and mission
work all provide excellent opportunities to get experience in winning
the lost to the Lord. Covenant College students are not only learning
to do the Lord's work, but are doing
to learn the Lord's work. Several
h ave Sunday School classes at the
Bible Presbyterian Church at La
Crescenta, California, where Rev.
Walter E. Lyons is pastor.
Tom Miller, a sophomore and one
of the few native Californians . in
Covenant College, is teaching a
class of junior and intermediate
boys there. Emma Scott, a junior
from Collin.gswood, New Jersey,
teaches a class of primary girls in
the La Crescenta Sunday school.
Priscilla Hawks, a sophomore from
Minneapolis, Minn., and Joanita Cut. ten, a junior from San Francisco, are
working in the beginners' department, and Libby Mainland, a secondyear student from Glendale, has a
second-grade Sunday School class
there.
Other churches in the area claim
students from Covenant College.
Janet Denner, a college junior from
Pasadena, has an intermediate Sunday school class at Redlands Gospel
Hall. Dick Paschke teaches a young
people's class at the Sunday School
of the Pasadena City Church. He is
a sophomore.

Alumni News
The East seems to hold an att,action to B.P.E.A. alumni. Three of
the four 1955 graduates are in the
East at this time.
Elaine Meeuwsen is secretary to
Rev. Tom Cross, General Secretary
of the National Missions Committee
of the Bible Presbyterian Church,
Wilmington, Delaware.
Don Slenker and Bob Scott are
studying at Faith Seminary in Philadelphia.
Still in the West is Bob Mordhorst, who is enrolled for graduate
work at Los Angeles State College.

School Offices, Classes
Locate in City Church
With the exception of the chapel
service, all classes and offices of
Covenant College are located on the
third floor of Pasadena City Church.
Desks have been acquired for classrooms, and the entire floor has taken on a school atmosphere.
Recently equipped for study purposes, the library adds to the Scottish theme of the school. Miss Elizabeth Meeuwsen, new staff member, is resp onsible for the plaid-covered shelves which hold the books
as well as for the preparation of
newly-occupied classrooms for use.
Mailboxes for all students have
also been added on third floor, and
these were made by Mr. C. W. Unfried, custodian of Pasadena City
Church.

BEACH PARTY ENTERTAINS
COLLEGE STUDENTS, FACULTY

Because of the late arrival of
some of our students, our beach party was postponed until September
24.

The overloaded cars started for
the beach early in the aftern oon
an d arrived at P laya de Rey abou t
th ree o'clock. Everyone enjoyed
games of football, volleyball, a n d
other beach sports . Not very many
were brave ·e nough to venture into
the water, however, for it was cold
enough without adding the furth er
discomfort of being wet.
When the players had finished
their last game of volleyball, everyone gathered around the blazing
fire and raised their voices in praise
to the Lord in testimony and song.
'I\he outing was closed with prayer.
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Registration, Classes Begin;
School Adds Courses, Teachers
Scheduled for Friday, September
16, registration for students of Covenant College bogan at Pasadena
City Church under the supervision of
Rudolph Schmidt, registrar. By the
following week, twenty-four full and
part-time students were enrolled.
New classes are in the curriculum
for Covenant, and the regular
schedule began on Monday, September 19. New faculty members, Mr.
and Mrs. James Watson from Willow Grove, Pennsylvania, were among the additions to the group as
well as Miss Elizabeth Meeuwsen
of Lemmon, South Dakota, who is
serving her first year on the staff.
Dr. Robert Rayburn, president,
Rudolph Schmidt, registraT, Rev.
Wendell Brock, history instructor,
and Miss Ida McCain, instructor in
advanced English and Spanish, are

Faculty, Staff Receive
New Members for Year
New among our facu lty and staff
members this year are Mr. and Mrs.
James Watson and Miss Elizabeth
Meeuwsen. Mr. Watson is the instructor in philosophy -and Biblical
Introduction, Mrs. Watspn teaches
English literature, and Miss Meeuwsen is secretary to the president.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Watson are
graduates of Shelton College, Ringwood, New Jersey. Mrs. Watson
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
English while his is in philosophy.
He received his Bachelor of Divinity degree at Faith Seminary and
did graduate work at the University of Pennsylvania. He left his position as assistant pastor of Calvary
Presbyterian Church of Willow
Grove, Pennsylvania to come to Covenant, and at the present time, he is
also enrolled in a graduate course at
the University of Southern California. The Watsons have a fourmC'nth-old daughter, Carol.
Miss Meeuwsen is a graduate of
Northern State Teacher's College,
Aberdeen, South Dakota, where she
received her Bachelor of Science
degree in education. A native of
Lemmon, South Dakota, she has
had teaching experience in four
states as an elementary teacher.

returning faculty members. Rev.
Walter E. Lyons, pastor of the
La Crescenta Bible Presbyterian
Church, assumes some of Dr. Rayburn's teaching duties when it is
necessary for the president to be
away.
Courses being offered are varied.
In languages, beginning Greek and
second-year Spanish are incluJed.
Advanced English students may
take courses in Shakespeare and
American literature, while the regular lower division literature class
is offered to sophomores. Offered
to Bible students are courses in Romans, Genesis, and Biblical Introduction. History credits can be obtained in American, British and
European history. Other courses
are offered in the fields of public
speaking 2nd philosophy.

Students Choose
School Officers
With school elections an added
attraction, students gathered at the
home of two Covenant students,
Janet and Tom Denner, for a time
of r ecreation Friday night, October
7.

At that time student body officers
for the school year were elected.
Phillip Olin, a junior from Watford
City, North Dakota, assumed duties
as student body president. Other
officers chosen also represent the
junior class. Emma Scott from Collingswood, New Jersey, will serve
as secretary, and C. T. La Moy,
Grand Junction, Colorado, was elected treasm·er. Members at large for
the executive committee are Janet
Denner, and her brother, Tom, both
from Pasadena. Serving for the
year as the social committee will
be C. T. LaMoy, Emma Scott, and
Jane Brooks. Jane is from Gainesville, Texas.
Games of volley ball and ping
pong provided entertainment for
the evening, and refreshments were
served before an open fire. Business was discussed, and a time of
prayer ended the evening's activity.

Covenant College Choir
Sings in Church Service
If one were in the vicinity of
Union and Raymond Avenues in.
Pasadena each Friday afternoon, he
might hear music floating from au.
open window. Upon investigating,
he would discover the melodicstrains to be the vocal efforts of theCovenant Colle,:e choir.

Under the uirection of Dr. Rob-·
ert Rayburn with Mrs. Jean Peterman as accompanist, the choir sings
in the Sunday morning services at
the Bible Presbyterian Church in.
La Crescenta.
Members of the choir are: Jane
Brooks, B e t t y Cook, Priscilla.
Hawks, Mary Malstrom, La Von.
Domer, Adelia Erickson, Joanita.
Cutten, Martha Tyler, Emma Scott.
Phillip Olin, Ernest Tyler, Tom Miller, Clifford Brewton, and Rudolph
Schmidt.

Students Gain Spiritua l
Blessing at Chapel Time
In chapel service each morning
at eleven o'clock, students receive
spiritual guidance and blessing. !1JJ
most of the chapel hours, Dr. Rayburn speaks on the Psalms with theexception of · Monday mornings
which serve as testimony and!
prayer time for the students.
During Dr. Raybunf s recent absence while he was cond ucting evangelistic services 1ti Denver, Colorado, guest speakers brought messages at chapel time. Rev. Walter E.
Lyons, pastor of the La Crescenta.
Bible Presbyerian Church, spoke
twice during the week. On Tuesday,
October 4, Mr. Lyons brought a message from Exodus 15 telling how
Moses received power from God.
Mr. James Watson. new faculty
member, brOl,ght a mess1ge on
Romans 13 and practical sanctification in everyday living on Wednesday of the same week. The concluding chapel mes,,age was delivered
by Rev. D. V . .Johnstc>ne. pastor of
Pasadena City Church. His text was
Psalm 46, and he pointed out that
God reveals Himself to us in the
quiet seasons when we wait on Hirn..

ALL FOR JESUS

All for
All my
All my
ings,
All my
Let
Let
Let
Let

Jesus! All for J e sus'
being's ransomed powers;
thoughts a n d words and do-

Semester at a Glance

days and all my hours.

September 16

Registration

my hands perfo rm his bidding;
my feet run in His ways;
mine eyes see J esus only;
my lips speak fo rth His praise.

September 19

Class instruction begins

September 24

Beach Party

October 16-23

Spiritual Life Emphasis Week
The Rev. E. Archer Dillard, speaker

Worldlings prize their gems of
beauty;
Cling to gilded toys of dust;
Boast of wealth, and fame, and
pleasure;
Only Jesus will I trus t.
Since mine eyes were fixed on
Jesus,
I've lost sight of all besideSo enchained my spirit's vision,
Looking at the Crucified.
Oh, what wonder! how amazing!
Jesus glorious King of kings,
Deigns to call me His beloved,
Lets me rest beneath His wings.
-Mary D. James

"Praise ye the Lord, 0 give
thanks unto the Lord; for he is
good: for his mercy endureth for
ever."
(Psalm 106: 1).

Hallowe'e'l Party

October 28

Day of Prayer

November lG
November 24, 25

Thanksgiving Holidays

December 19

Christmas Holidays

January 3, 1956

Classes resume

January 23-25

Final examinations

"Now the God of peace that
brought again from the dead our
Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of
the sheep, through the blood of the
everlasting covenant, make you perfect in every good work to do His
will, working in you that which is
well-pleasing in His sight, through
Jesus Christ; to whom be glory
forever and ever. Amen."
(Hebrews 13:20, 21).

Morning Prayer
Meetings
Each morning shortly before seven o'clock, dormitory students meet
in the living room at 190 North
Oakland for a time of Scripture
reading rmd prayer before the activities of the day begin. Now an
important pa,rt of the day's routine,
these sessions are a time of blessing
for each student.
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