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REASONS GIVEN FOR
FOR COUNTESS DISMISSAL
Many students are asking:

Why has

Administration's decision of
praise the Administration’s
1966.
Now, however, two years later, the
Administration has seen fit to let him go.
The obvious first-reaction, in light of the
difficulties in securing a Classics professor
Continued on Page 4

Dr. Robert H. Countess been told that
Covenant College cannot employ him
during 1968-69? In an age when the facfac
ulty is a college's
college’s greatest calling card
and when many Ivy League schools are
scouring the countryside for capable
Classics professors, why does Mr. Countess
have to leave?
It is conceivable that, in order to find
a professor of Classics, one would have to
rule out 99% of the total population.
Then, in searching for a Classics professor
who is spiritually, academically and emoemo
tionally excited with the possibilites open
to him upon entering into the life of
Covenant College, would certainly be no
easy task.
Covenant College has nevertheless
found such a man. In 1966, the Dean
of the Faculty was pleased to announce
that Robert Countess was to join the facfac
ulty as Instructor in Classics. Since that

ALL SCHOOL O
OUTING
UTING

Dr. Countess

time, Dr. Countess and his family have
shown the college a great deal of enthu
enthusiasm and drive,
drive; which would serve to

FRESHMEN SCORE HIGH
HIGH

Last Tuesday, w.hile
while some Scots were
renewing old acquaintances and others
were not even here yet, there was one
group that was already falling into the
school routine: the Freshmen. They
were taking, ·in
in that time-honored CoveCove
nant tradition, the placement test.
The top scorers in the English test
were Priscilla Strom, from India, and·
and Rob
Sanderson, from Lookout Mt., Tenn.
Bruce Tilton, Oreland, Pa.; Virginia Strom,
India; Rob Rayburn, St. Louis; Gary

lindley,
Iindley, Kirkwood, Mo. all placed high.
Exhibiting their Bible knowledge were
a number of repeaters and a number of
new faces. First again was Priscilla Strom
with Rob Sanderson second. High scorscor
ers were Paul Meiners of Las Cruces, .
N.M.; Robert Mitchell of St. Paul; Jim
Jin\
Coad of Lavonia, Ga.; Beth Moore of
Hopewell, Va.
On the math test first place was taken
by Robert Mitche~
Mitchell, with Charles Holliday
taking second
second.. . Tim Belz, Cono, Iowa;
Sharon Collins; Stan Peters; Bruce TilTil
ton; Paul Meiners took high places.

The All School Outing officially anan
nounces the beginning of the new
~ew school
year here at Covenant. Most of the pre
preliminary tasks have been finished. StuStu
dents have moved into their rooms, met
roommates, discussed summer vacation
months with friends, and finished the
tedious job of registering. The outing is
the first real opportunity to get acquain
acquainted with new Freshmen and transfer
students.
This year the Outing was held here
on campus. ’Blood
' Blood field was initiated
with the first organized football game of
the year. Those interested in less violent
activities met at the tennis courts, the
basketball courts or the pool area. Some
even had a guided tour to the
th~ Bluff, led
by Dr. Nuermberger. 1'
The activities of the afternoon con
continued with a Watermelon Battle in the
pool. It closely rivaled the football game
for violence but the playing field was not
quite so treacherous. The next event of
the day was the most anxiously antici
anticipated of all. Suppertime.
Slippertime.
The Testimony Service proved to be
the most profitable for the most people.
It was good to hear and participate in a
Continued on Page 4
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The bagpipe is an odd-looking instrument which emits sounds which to unaccusunaccus
tomed ears seem strange. Our school newspaper may appear to be somewhat like its
namesake, particularly to new students. rt
Ft will continue to be just as strange if stustu
dents fail to realize that it is their voice, the medium by which to carry out ideas and
to produce provocative debate.
Because of the nature of a newspaper, articles will tend to reflect the feelings of a
minority of the student body-the editors and writers of the Bagpipe. But you as a
student have a right, even a responsibility
responsibility,, to challenge any views that you oppose.
When dissenting opinions are written down in a rational, orderly manner, then healthy
debate can ensue.
In the past, students have discovered that the age-old art of complaining is a way of
frus
making known their feelings. But complaint only brings discord and additional frustration. If you as a student feel that some important change is needed or that someone
whose opinion has been made public is wrong, let your voice be heard in a logical,
coherent style.
The Bagpipe is your newspaper. Your contributions are welcomed. We will pub
publish your letters of protest, your editorials, and your love poems. With your help the
Bagpipe can make the kind of music you want to hear.
Grace Wallis, Editor

GAVEL RAP

BELLOWS

Steve Sligh
President, Student Council

ex
In my closing article last spring I expressed my feeling that Covenant had
reached a low point. That the idea of the
Covenant family had dissappeared to be
stu
replaced by a situation where the students and administration had separated
themselves from one another. There was
little or no communication between the
two
two,, each casting the blame for the propro
blem~ created on the other; and there was
blems
complete lack of love and constructive
cooperation on the part of both groups.
At that time I stated that if we did
not recreate the Covenant family this
college would continue on the seemingly
downward course it was following last
year.
With the coming of this new year I
feel we have witnessed a new spirit at
Covenant. 'Or
Or actually a return of the
old spirit. r,
P, and others I have spoken to,
feel that this year at Covenant is going to
be a good one and a constructive one.
We must keep in mind however our ideal
of the Covenant family "that
“that in all
things He might have the pre-eminence.”
pre-eminence."
We must seek cooperation and underunder
standing between each other so that we
may keep Covenant from falling into the
chaotic situation it did last year.

STUDENT COUNCIL, 68-69

David Hawley

The Student Council of Covenant Col
College approaches this school year with
the feeling that this may be one of the
most crucial in the School's
School’s history.
Rumors about Covenant, right ones and
wrong ones, have seemingly been thicker
this summer than in years past. This
year's
year’s Council will have to shoulder part
of the responsibility of correcting much
of the misinformation it heard over the
summer.
The Spiritual Life of the school came
under the most fire during the vacation
months. People with whom I visited had
enjoyed a close connection with the
College as recently as three years ago,
but they now talked of an attitude of
cam
criticism that was so obvious on the campus. They spoke of not being able to
recommend their children to the school
until this kind of atmosphere changed.
The Student Council feels it must seek
the Lord more earnestly in prayer this
year more than ever before to see if there
is anything that is a part of us.
us which is
not pleasing to Him.
The Council feels that a number of

Continued on Page 3

BARKER SEES SPIRITUAL
S PIR ITU A L
A T VANDERBILT
V A N D E R B IL T
LACK AT
The presence of Mr. \½lliam
William Barker on
campus is welcomed by those of us who
have been involved in Covenant life for
more than a year. During the past year
Mr. Barker has been on a leave of abab
sence to enable him to continue to work
toward earning his doctorate.
denom
A former pastor in the R.P. denomination, Mr. Barker came to Covenant in
1964. Since that time he had fulfilled
many of his course requirements for prepre
paration for his doctoral degree by comcom
muting weekly to Vanderbilt University
in Nashville. During this past year he was
able to finish these courses, complete his
dis
exams and write two-thirds of his dissertation. He considers the involvement
in the writings of John Bradford, the
topic of his dissertation, as the highlight
of this year of leave. Mr. Barker expects
de
that he will be ready to receive his degree in June of 1969.
Also during this past year Mr. Barker
taught church history at the School of
Divinity of Vanderbilt, served as modermoder
ator of the R.P.
RJ>. Church in Bowling Green,
Kentucky and was active in the Nashville
R. P. Church.
Mr. Barker was impressed that
Vanderbilt, a large well-established school
with many years of experience, still faces
nis as Covenant.
many of the same proble.
problems
He also noted great contrasts. Perhaps
the most significant one was in the area of
student-faculty relations. The students
complained of the lack of association or
fellowship with the faculty: the "Ivory
“Ivory
Tower"
Tower” c0mplex,
complex, so to speak, which enen
velops them.
There is a chapel at Vanderbilt; serser
vices are held several times a week. These
services, which are not required, attract on
the average of twenty people (the capacapa
city of the chapel is 500). The further
lack of spiritual emphasis within the divdiv
inity school is exemplified by the followfollow
ing episode.
Mr. Barker, being free to conduct
classes as he chose, began them with
prayer. A late-coming student arrived
outside during prayer and saw the class
“Wfiat
through the window of the door. "What
were you doing?''
doing?” he whispered loudly
to his neighbor.
Another person responded, "That
“ That was
prayer, in case you didn't
didn’t know!"
know!”
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SOCCER
The 1968 Covenant Scot soccer team
will take the field against arch-rival Bryan
BowSaturday, Sept. 14. Coach Walter Bow
man predicts that this team will give the
school its first winning season in a varsity
sport. “"The
The team has a tremendous
attitude and everybody is ready to go,"
go,”
says Coach Bowman.
The Scots will be led by nine re
returning players. This group is joined
by 18 freshmen and four upperclassmen.
The team will play a 15-game schedule
Univerhighlighted by matches with the Univer
Chatsity of Tennessee, the University of Chat
antanooga, and St. Bernard. The first an
nual Covenant College Invitational Tour
Tournament will be held here November 1,2
and will include teams from Tennessee
Temple, Sewanee, the University of TenTen
nessee and Covenant.
Coach Bowman calls the defensive
ofunit the Scots'
Scots’ biggest asset. The ·of
fense will be led by top scorer Gil
Kinch. Good things are looked for from
Dick Crane, George Hopson, Greg Maffet,
RayLyle Jones, Pete Mollenkof, Rob Ray
burn, and Gary Lindley, and others as
they learn the game.
This year Covenant will be playing on

Continued from
from Page 2
achievements have already been reached.
alThe Student Project Chairman has al
ready been chosen, and his project will
be presented to the Council within the
next two to three weeks for their apap
proval. The recommendations made at
the end of last year to the Dean’s
dffice
Dean's office
reguconcerning clarification concerning regu
lations and discipline were, for the most
handpart, incorporated into this year’s
year's hand
book.
book.
Yet to be started is a re-evaluation
of the procedure of electing Christian
Service Council officers and their budget.
Saturday night will be the annual
Student Council Program, but with a
slightly different twist. Clubs and Organi
Organizations will present entertainment and
after the meeting over refreshments, Club
officers will seriously visit with those

Continued on Page 4

its own soccer field located near the
school. Covenant College and the Dade
County School System have jointly
leased the field for five years.
Returnees from last years soccer team
include Don Davis, Gil Kinch,
Kinch , John Kinch,
Mac Gray, Tom Walke, Rich Tyson,
Bruce Young, John Leddon,
Leddon , and Dave
Lawton. ^ Freshmen soccer players are
Maffet ,
Tim Belz,
Beli, George Hopson, Greg Maffet,

Covenant’s new soccer field: the goal has
Covenant's
capcaptured itself a bug. Soon it will be cap
turing Covenant goals.

Schultz,
Rayburn , Gary Lindley, Bill Schultz,
Rob Rayburn,
Dick Crane, Dan Herron, and Lyle Jones.
Jones,
Also Fred McFarland, Dave Stanton, Jim
Workman, John Wool, Chip Woolwine,
MarSteve Young, Bill Longacre, Bill Mar
quis, and Pete Mollenkof. Upperclassmen
Render Caines, Mike Jones, Jim Smith,
and Rex Lieffers are also on the team.

THE ATHLETE This week written by Covenant Athletic Director, Walter Bowman
Allow me to express my gratitude to the editor of the Bagpipe for allowing me
the honor of writing the first article for this column. rT would like to take this opop
underportunity to briefly outline the athletic program that Covenant College will under
take this year.
Covenant's
as well as Covenant’s
Our soccer season will provide many moments of excitement, as.
first winning team in any varsity sport. This year’s
year's season will be highlighted by the
addition of the University of Tennessee and the first Covenant Invitational TournaTourna
ment as part of our schedule.
l}asketball season will provide yet another first, as Covenant will have
year's basketball
This year’s
year's 27-game schedule will bring
for the first time a Junior Varsity Team. This year’s
new and exciting teams to Covenant. Our varsity will provide each of you with
of many new
moment after moment of courageous and daring play. The addition of
players will thrill you with a style of play never dreamed of before at Covenant.
Our varsity baseball program will once again be built around a Florida tour during
Spring Break. We will once again engage in the Tennessee Temple Tournament.
Our cheerleaders will return and begin preparing their defense of S.C.A.C. No. 1
Cheerleading Squad.
I look forward to a new and exciting year in Covenant sports. fP know that you
t'eams wholeheartedly and I thank you for your enthusiasm in advance.
support our teams
In a year of political surprises, there will be yet another, and bigger upset in the
athletic realm at Covenant. rF pledge here in this column at the start of what will be
our best year ever-we
ever-we· will beat Tennessee Temple this year.
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CHAPEL SCHEDULE - Sept. 9 --13
13
Monday
Tuesday
Wedn
esday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Student Chapel
John Young
John Young
Ray Clark
Dis
Small Group Discussions led by fa~
fac
ulty members

CALENDAR
Friday, September 6
Students entertained in faculty homes
Saturday, September 7
88:00
:00 p.m. Student Council Program
Friday, September 13
13
Pep rally
Saturday,Septemberl4
Saturday, September 14
2:00 p.m. Soccer, Bryan, here

Continued from Page 3

interested in their group. Also presented
at the meeting will be the Student Coun
Council, Sports activities, and things to do and
see around the Chattanooga area. It will
try to present a true picture of the life at
Covenant.
'68-'69
’68-’69 will be a crucial year. But
this year the Student Body has in it men
and women who will accept the challenge
of this year, get involved in student
stu_dent af
affairs, and leave a year behind that is
worthy and acceptable to our Lord.
"Fbr
“ For the Lord God will help me; there
therefore shall I not be confounded; there
therefore have I set my face like a flint and
I know I shall not be ashamed.”
ashamed."
Isaiah 50:7

------

Continued from Page 1
service where the goodness of God was
so well shown. The thought crossed the
minds of many how wonderful it would
be if the spirit of that service were to
remain with this student body and staff
for the remainder of this year.
Even with the possible drawback of
having this year's
year’s All School Outing here
on the campus, the purposes for the
Outing were realized. There was a good
variety of activities to participate in,
a good meal to add to the fun and then a
con
serious time of spiritual sharing to conclude the day.

!
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Continued from Page 1
and of the difficulties peculiar to a
Christian college such as Covenant, is to
ask why. Why has he been discarded so
lightly?
It must be immediately stated and em
emdisphasized that he was definitely not dis
carded lightly. The decision, according to
those who were forced to make it, was a
very painful one, upon which a great
deal of time was spent. But it, neverthe
nevertheless, had to be made because
b~cause of
6f the
College's
College’s financial circumstances. The
Administration was forced to lower the
annual budget, deeming it necessary to
areas , including the
do this in many areas,
faculty itself. Registration became the
criterion for decision; after a very careful
review by members of the faculty, it was
found that very few students had signed
up for courses in Classics and Greek, and
on that basis, Dr. Countess's
Countess’s contract
was not renewed. It was felt, furtherfurther
more, that the Core courses in Greek
faccould be handled by others on the fac
ulty.
It was, therefore, solely an economic
affair, and although the entire Collegethe Administration, Faculty, and Student
Body-regrets the loss of Dr. Countess as
man , it is not a mat
mata professor and as a man,
ter which anyone can influence or change
at this time. Consequently, the decision
that has been made must be respected,
and the College must praise the Lord that
more steps were not necessary in order to
balance the budget and continue the edu
educational process that has been ,begun
begun in
this place.
I?l~.
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Beatsa Pizza -—
Except Maybe Our Spaghetti•
Spaghetti”
3607 Ringgold Road
Chattanooga, Tennessee.
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Fairyland Drugs
Free delivery to Covenant College ·
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

831-1627

Eighth and Market
Chattanooga
Tennessee 37402
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Lookout Mountain Pure Service
800 SCENIC HI-WAY

821-3864

ROAQ SERVICE .
Robert L. White

