SUNDAY, APRIL 25, 2021
Campus Improv Group Returns
this Semester
What it’s like to be part of student
favorite ‘Laugh Track’ group
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Georgia Legislature Passes
Election Reform Bill

A closer look into what is and
isn’t in this controversial election
bill
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Sports Begin Their Return
to Normalcy
Taking in the joy of watching
sports once again after an
extended pandemic hiatus
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THEATER DEPARTMENT
PREMIERES “OUR
UNFINISHED MUSIC” AND
“EVERYMAN

by Kara Start
On the evening of Friday,
April 9, students, staff and
members of the community gathered on Chapel
lawn to celebrate theatre
and enjoy the two most
recent productions of the
Covenant Theatre Department: “Our Unfinished Music” and “Everyman.”
Professor Claire Slavovsky
had been praying all week
that it would not rain. The
first date set to premiere
the project, March 27,
had been canceled due
to rains and storms, but
April 9 was more promising. As the sun sank behind the rooftop of Mills,
work-study students set
up signs that labeled the
sections where guests
would sit: children from
the cast of “The Sound of
Music” and their families,
members of the crew, students who had been eagerly awaiting the musical
and freshman who had
heard the saga of the show
cut short.
Cara Smole ’22, the stage
manager for “The Sound
of Music” and part of
the documentary crew,
thanked the crowd for
coming.

“Having Cara as the MC
brought back memories
of rehearsals when she
was making announcements and getting everyone’s attention,” rsaid
Sophie Newcomb ’23, a
member of the ensemble
in “The Sound of Music”
and an interviewee in
“Our Unfinished Music.”
“It was such a joy to see
everyone again and to see
the kids joyfully running
around like they did every
rehearsal.”
Seeing the kids was also
a highlight for Caroline
Morris ’22, who played
Maria in “The Sound of
Music.” “Coming back together with the kids was
one of the things I was
looking forward to most
about the premiere. It
felt like a cast party with
them, only our families
were with them too—it
was really special.”
Newcomb reflected on
the closure that “Our Unfinished Music” brought
to her and the cast, saying,
“Even though we did not
get to perform on stage, I
will never forget the once
in a lifetime experience of
being in this show with
all of these beautiful people… seeing myself on
screen made me realize
what a big deal it was to

An Ode to the Awkward
Hallway

A creative look at an awkward
Covenant staple that we’ve all
experienced one too many times
Page 5
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CAMPUS IMPROV DAUNTE WRIGHT’S
DEATH IN
GROUP RETURNS
MINNEAPOLIS
THIS SEMESTER
by Kelli Hansen
The evening of March 30,
Carter Pavilion was buzzing with laughter and anticipation. After having
to postpone their show
for a week due to weather, the Laugh Track team
was performing for the
first time this semester.
Entrance into the event
required a ticket, but the
team had given out all
their tickets within 45
minutes, so a line of those
who were unable to snag
tickets had formed outside the pavilion. Everyone was excited and ready
for a good laugh.

Laugh Track is Covenant’s
improv club. It started a
few years ago when a few
students started to get
together to play improv
“games” and eventually
evolved into an official
club three years ago. Now,
they hold auditions in the
Photo from covenant.edu/theatre fall where people come to
play games with the team
have this opportunity.”
while the current team
As the credits rolled, decides who they think
guests shivered in the will work best to fill any
cool night air and settled empty spots they have.
in for the second highlight of the evening: “Ev- Improv is a form of theater
eryman,” a play cast and where the performance is
filmed on stage during unscripted. It’s structured
the fall semester. After by “games” which are demonths of tedious editing, signed to force the actors
the play was finally ready into a variety of characfor the student body to ters in different situations.
see. Members of the “Everyman” cast buckled up “Using these characters
for two hours of watching and locations, we [on the
themselves perform on improv team] come up
screen, a difficult task for with a relationship between the characters, a
any stage actor.
problem and a solution in
“Watching myself on- the scene,” said Anna Dascreen was a mixed bag,” vis ’24, one of the improv
said Ray Lantrip ’24, who team members.
starred as the titular character, Everyman. “We’re The games are the founall our own worst critics. dation from which the
That aside, it really was actors can improvise and
a gift to get to relive the create humorous scenes
experience of rehearsing for the audience to enjoy.
and shooting this show When performing, the
where I met many of my team asks the audience to
help create these scenes.
closest friends.”
Director Professor Camille Hallstrom spoke on
the challenges and advantages of filming a piece
of theatre instead of performing it live. “After the
usual hard-slogging, fourto five-week rehearsal
period, there was only a

FREE TO ALL

“We use that information
to create a scene that usually ends up being funny and each game has a
unique twist to keep it interesting,” said Evan Zietlow ’22.
During their last show,
Meagan Shroeder ’21
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

PROMPTS CALL FOR
POLICE REFORM
by Davy Codington
On Sunday, April 11,
Daunte Wright was killed
by police officer Kimberly
Potter in Brooklyn Center,
Minnesota, a suburb of
Minneapolis near where
George Floyd was killed
on May 25, 2020.
Wright was pulled over by
the police at a traffic intersection for expired tags.
A background check revealed that Wright had an
arrest warrant for a gross
misdemeanor weapons
charge, meaning that he
violated weapons laws
in the past. Officers proceeded to arrest Wright.
He had stepped outside
of the car and the officers had pulled out handcuffs when he got back in
the car. Bodycam footage shows that during a
brief struggle, one officer
yelled, “Taser! Taser! Taser!” while Potter pulled
out a handgun instead of
a taser and shot Wright in
the side. Wright shut his
car door and drove off but
crashed into another car
shortly afterward. Potter
can be heard saying, “I
just shot him!” The shot
was later called an “accidental discharge” by police officials.
Potter, an officer of 26
years at the Brooklyn
Center Police Department
in Minnesota and mother
of two, resigned from the
department. In Potter’s
own words, “I believe it is
in the best interest of the
community, the department, and my fellow officers if I resign immediately.” Tim Gannon, former
chief of the department,
also resigned.
Potter has been charged
with second-degree manslaughter which, according to Minnesota law, is
given for a “person’s culpable negligence whereby the person creates an
unreasonable risk, and
consciously takes chances
of causing death or great
bodily harm to another.”
Her preliminary hearing
will be on May 17.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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THEATER DEPARTMENT

in performance, and performing completely withCONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
out that dynamic made
for a really challenging
month or so of more eve- adjustment.”
nings’ of work as we shot
the scenes, out of order— Nevertheless, Hallstrom
which makes it harder to found the final product
get a sense of through- rewarding. “It was good
line and build.”
to see a cast so full of firstyear students and/or firstMorris also found per- time actors pulling off
forming for cameras dif- such high-level work. It
ferent than performing was good to hear [the] aufor an audience. “We are dience reaction of the sort
used to the actor-audi- I was hoping for at varience relationship as a tool ous points in the show.”

IMPROV GROUP

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
and Landry Halloran
’23 played a game called
“Who’s line?” where they
were given a random location and three random
lines written on pieces of
paper that they had to incorporate at some point
in the scene. This game
“always ends up being
funny,” Zietlow said.
Another game the team
played was called “Family
Dinner” where they called
up an audience member
to assign the team members to different people in
her family. Then they acted out what family dinner might be like in her
family, while she dinged
a bell every time their actions were accurate to her
family or honked a horn
whenever they were not.
Before a show, the team
practices
the
games
they’re going to play so
that they know what the
flow of the show will be,
but otherwise, it’s all improvised. “If we planned
it out, it would defeat the
purpose,” noted Abraham
Fields ’24.
The Laugh Track team has

Morris agreed that “seeing myself onscreen as
the final chapter for both
shows instead of a live
closing night made for an
entirely different experience.”
As “Everyman” wrapped
up, Smole introduced the
final piece of the evening:
an exclusive recorded interview with Lantrip and
Hallstrom, reflecting on
Lantrip’s experience in
“Everyman” in light of the

a lot of fun together. They
practice on Wednesday
nights from 9-11 p.m.,
and it’s “a lot of goofing
off and general chaos,”
said Fields. During practice, the team warms up
with some quick games,
like “Zip-Zap-Zop” or
“Freeze,” and then runs
through some games they
may play during the show,
getting familiar with the
structure and figuring
out which team members
want to play them.
“Practice is one of my favorite things in the world.
Practice is a ton of fun
and it always leaves us in pressure when there is a
a good mood,” said Edo- live audience, but I know
ardo Santi ’22.
I can count on my teammates to help me if I am
“Practicing among our- struggling,” Zietlow said.
selves is really fun because It is truly a team effort as
we all have the same sense the games count on the
of humor as well as inside cast being able to work
jokes we can refer back to, well and bounce jokes off
but performing in front of each other to make the
a live audience is also su- audience laugh, but Fields
per exciting because they thinks they are good at
will laugh at everything,” hyping each other up and
said Davis.
supporting each other
during the scenes.
Though performing in
front of an audience adds The improv team may
more pressure to the have a lot of fun and
team, they seem to handle support each other well,
it well and have fun while but they think there is
doing it.
still room for the team
to improve. “I think we
“There is definitely more could improve on mak-

STUDENTS SPEND EASTER
WEEKEND IN DIVERSE WAYS

by Sara Rogers

recent and unexpected
death of his father.
While the Theatre Department has had to ad“I wanted to do the inter- just in dramatic ways to
view because the play’s accommodate the restriccontent overlapping with tions of pandemic protomy experience losing my cols, these two films stand
dad was just too strange as testament to the fact
to be coincidental, and that the show will conit seemed obvious that it tinue to go on. Both “Our
was God’s hand,” Lantrip Unfinished Music” and
said. “I hope people will “Everyman” are available
hear in my story that God on the Covenant College
is present even when our Theatre YouTube channel
worst nightmare becomes and on the Covenant Colreality. His faithfulness lege Website.
never fails.”

Easter Service on Sunday ly those that went home
led by some students that for the weekend, decided
Just like most things live on Ekklesia.
to get their COVID-19
this school year, Easvaccine, all very excited
ter Break looked a lit- In addition, there was a about the idea of returntle different than in the lunch with the Multicul- ing to a safe normal.
past. Though for most, tural Program in Blackwhether a returning or watch Gardens. Isabel One thing in particular
new student, this Easter Gregiore ’23 attended the that happened over the
was reminiscent of days lunch after going to New weekend that helped keep
pre-COVID-19,
since City East Lake’s Easter everyone’s spirits up was
students were given the service with some friends. the full building check
chance to go home for the She said, “Aly Faulk with that was done in Foundweekend or stay on cam- the Multicultural Pro- ers Hall. It started off on
pus with their friends.
gram made a beautiful Friday night, when an
and delicious meal for any RA of the building led a
For those few students students staying on cam- group of students through
who stayed on campus pus. It was a really great all of the halls to check on
over Easter weekend this time of fellowship and students in a way that was
year, there was a chance yummy food!”
almost like an event. For
for a late night hike on
most freshmen, it was the
Saturday and a Sunrise A lot of students, especial- first time that they had

Photo from Covenant Laugh Track

ing scenes with a clear
conflict and resolution.
I think a scene is much
more satisfying if you see
a conflict develop and
see it resolved instead of
two people making jokes
on stage. Although jokes
would definitely be a part
of a strong conflict and
resolution,” said Zietlow.
Davis thinks they could
work on using their bodies to express more emotion and Fields thought
they could be louder because “that’s never bad.”

to do the same. “I think
Laugh Track is extremely
important. Stress seems
to flourish on any college
campus and Covenant
is no exception. With so
many things to take seriously, it’s really great we
have a club dedicated to
being silly and making
people laugh,” Fields said.

The team plans to host
one more show this semester, on May 5, before
the stress of finals sets in.
It will be a “great escape
from schoolwork,” said
For the team, improv is a Zietlow, and a “great opunique way to laugh, have portunity for students to
fun and destress and they come laugh for an hour!”
want their shows to be
an outlet for the campus
ever seen the other halls energized in their perforbeyond their own. It was mances.”
fun and led to a few relics
being stolen temporarily. The overall feel of the
weekend was a well deThe weekend also provid- served break that could
ed a welcome break in the have been a bit longer.
semester so far. One stu- The students enjoyed
dent, Anya Klumpenhow- their chance of taking a
er ’24, had the chance to few days off and spending
spend the weekend with time with their families or
her cousins. She said that friends nearby.
most of the time was spent
hanging around the house
and playing with her
cousin’s one-year-old. The
break gave her the chance
to relax after spending the
week recording the songs
for the Theatre Department’s latest production,
“Six Tragedies.”
She said, “It was right
in between recording
week and filming week
for ‘Six,’ so the break was
very useful, and I know it
helped the cast feel more

NEWS
DAUNTE WRIGHT

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
Wright’s parents, Aubrey and Katie Wright,
appeared publicly to demand accountability in
response to their son’s
death. Wright’s mother,
distraught, said, “There’s
never going to be justice
for us,” describing the reality that, though the legal
justice process progresses in Potter’s trial, her
son will never be coming
home.
In the week following
Wright’s death, hundreds
of people gathered daily in Brooklyn Center to
protest for justice and
police reform. Protests
have been sparked across
the U.S. in response to
Wright’s death, but also
over the death of 13-yearold Mexican American
Adam Toledo, who was
shot by a police officer on
March 29. Just as the protests over George Floyd’s
death quickly spread
across the U.S., protests
over Wright’s and Toledo’s
deaths have been sparked
in major cities including
Los Angeles, Chicago and
Washington, D.C.
Brooklyn Center protests
have turned violent, leading to increased protester
arrests. Demonstrators
have vandalized property
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near the police department and law enforcement officers have used
force to contain them in
response. Demonstrators
have repeatedly called for
justice, shouting, “no justice, no peace,” the same
phrase shouted during
six weeks of daily protests
in Chattanooga this past
summer.
In addition to the demands made for justice
in response to Wright’s
death, specific calls have
also been made for police
reform that might reduce
policing-related deaths.
Reforms might include
establishing standardized
police training, increasing
time and rigor of training,
and funding research to
determine means to reduce implicit biases, including racial bias, among
law enforcement personnel.
Reducing these biases is
relevant because race, age
and gender play a significant role in determining
how policing is accomplished and who is targeted. Daunte Wright is
one of many Black men to
make national news after
being shot and killed by
a police officer; in fact,
Black men between the
ages of 20 and 35 are the
most likely of any demographic in the U.S. to be
shot and killed by police.

Photo from newyorktimes.com

Perceived racial inequality is a significant source of
socioemotional unhealth,
a trend increasingly proven to be the norm in the
fields of social science and
public health.

also claimed that the law
makes it harder to vote
In the 2020 election, absentee thanks to less
Georgia took center stage time to register and fewer
playing a significant role absentee drop boxes.
it had never held before.
In the close battle for the However, not everything
presidency and two vital said about the bill is facSenate run-offs, Georgia tual. To better understand
elections have been at this landmark bill, we
the forefront of national need to dive into the 95news. This spotlight has page bill and explore how
exposed several problems it addresses voter ID, absuch as fear of fraud, long sentee ballots, early and
lines, and chaotic ballot general voting, and vote
counting.
tallying.
In response to these issues, the Georgia State
Legislature has passed
Senate Bill 202 (SB202).
This bill has received attention due to it being
the first of its kind to address voting in a postCOVID-19 world. Many
prominent members of
society have weighed in,
from the president to the
commissioner of Major
League Baseball (MLB).
Opponents of the bill,
including President Joe
Biden, have said the bill
limits minorities’ ability to
vote via voter ID and prevents electors waiting in
line from receiving food
and water. Critics have

(Note: When quoting the
Senate Bill, the numbers
following the quote refer
to the line(s) of the Senate
Bill referenced.)

Readers interested in
learning more about the
Chattanooga police and
legal system might find it
helpful to begin by attending periodic city council
meetings to learn about
public planning, development and resource allocation. As a department under the city government,
funding and development
of the local police force is
discussed in city council
meetings.

Chattanooga has taken
some of its own steps toward police reform in
response to the killing of
George Floyd. Chattanooga officers are now required by the Chattanooga
Police Department in the
‘Duty to Intervene’ clause
of the ADM-16 Code of
Conduct to intervene if
they see unlawful or improper behavior, such as
police brutality. Under
the ADM-05 Use of Force City council meetings
policy, Chattanooga offi- are open to the public, as

GEORGIA LEGISLATURE PASSES
ELECTION REFORM BILL
by Kyle Kraus

cers are required to give a
warning before shooting.
Disciplinary action holds
the officers to these policies.

will apply to those to want
to mail in their Georgia
ballots. According to the
Atlanta Journal Constitution, 97% of voters have
an ID on hand. For those
who do not, other options
include a Social Security
Number, a U.S. Passport,
a current utility bill and a
bank statement paycheck,
among others.
Is Georgia decreasing the
number of Absentee Ballot Drop Boxes?

Before Senate Bill 202,
Georgia did not have a
law requiring Ballot Drop
Boxes. During the 2020,
Ballot Drop Boxes were
introduced for the first
time via an order of the
State Election Board. As
this was a COVID-19 related order, it would expire before the 2022 election. From now on, Ballot
Drop Boxes will be a permanent staple of Georgia
elections and will only be
open during early voting.
Each county is required
to have at least one box,
but may have more, “totaling the lesser of either
one drop box for every
100,000 active registered
voters in the county or the
number of advance voting
locations in the county”

stated in the Chattanooga City Council mission
statement: “The mission
of the Chattanooga City
Council is to promote an
ethical and inclusive environment that both enhances and sustains the
well-being of all the people. The Council will accomplish this by encouraging citizen input and
participation at all levels
of City government.”
The date of Kimberly Potter’s hearing is just weeks
away. As the legal process
unfolds, Wright’s family
grieves his death.

(1176-1178).
This may decrease the
number of ballot boxes
from what was used in the
2020 election. Rebulican
state senator Brian Strickland told the Associated
Press, “If the provision
we have is not workable—
this is the first time we
have tried this—I’m sure
you will see us go back
and amend that to allow
additional drop boxes if
more are needed.”
What’s the deal with banning food and water for
those waiting in line?
When the bill first passed,
many claimed that the bill
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

How will the Changes to
Voting ID requirements
affect Covenant College
Students and the general
population of Georgia?
Many have complained
about the new requirement of providing ID in
order to vote absentee,
arguing it makes it harder
to vote. This new requirement would not affect any
Covenant students who
vote outside of Georgia or
those who vote in-person
in Georgia. However, it

Photo from ajc.com
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
barred people waiting in
line from receiving food
or water from any source.
However, the law actually states “No person …
shall give, offer to give, or
participate in the giving
of any money or gifts, including, but not limited
to, food and drink, to an
elector” (1873-1875).
The law explicitly excludes
poll workers, stating that
“this Code section shall
not be construed to prohibit a poll officer from
making available self-service water from an unattended receptacle to an
elector waiting in line to
vote” (1884, 1887-1889).
This policy is an extension of the ban from campaigning within a polling
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area, which already bars This has been reduced
campaign posters or fly- from 180 days to 78 days
ers.
and now must be received
11 days prior to the actual
How are Absentee and election, whereas previEarly
voting
times ously there was no deadchanged under the new line.
law?
Does the bill do anything
A great deal of changes to improve long wait
have been made to the times?
process of voting prior to
election day. One of the One of the biggest gripes
biggest is standardization about voting in general is
of business hours to be 9 the extremely long wait
a.m. to 5 p.m. (however, times to vote, which could
the registrar or absentee extend past five hours in
ballot clerk may choose to Georgia during the 2020
extend this to 7 a.m. to 7 election, according to
p.m.). Another big change NPR. This is an issue that
is more additional voting SB202 is trying to address
days. SB202 adds an extra and attempts to do so in
Saturday to early voting, two different ways. The
and if necessary, the op- first is division of pretion for one or two early cincts with over 2000 elecvoting Sundays. The final tors. If the line on eleclarge change is the change tion day is longer than an
of when one can apply hour, with times checked
for an early voting ballot. at least three times during

the day, the precinct must
either be divided up until
precincts have only 2000
voters and/or add more
voting equipment and
staff. A second solution
presented is allowing the
State Election Board to
step in and appoint a temporary superintendent to
replace the current one if
they have failed in their
duty to improve issues
within their authority.
Is there any improvement
to how votes are tallied?
Another issue that developed during the 2020
election was the amount
of time it took before
election results became
clear in comparison to the
quick turnaround in 2016.
This was due in part to the
large amount of absentee
voting. SB202 has set out
to rectify this by allow-

ing absentee ballots to be
scanned (not counted)
during early voting. With
this, absentee votes will be
able to tallied alongside
in-person votes, leading
to a fast result.
What’s the main takeaway?
Senate Bill 202 was written to address some of the
major issues in elections
that have arisen from the
past decade. The bill attempts to alleviate fears
of stolen elections, while
also addressing issues that
have plagued the system
for years, such as inordinately long wait times.
Whether this bill solves
these issues, or creates
new ones, will not be clear
until 2022 at the earliest,
or possibly not until the
presidential elections of
2024.

SPORTS

SPORTS BEGIN THEIR RETURN TO
NORMALCY
by Banks Halvorson
On March 12, 2020,
the world as we knew it
ground to a halt. Schools
were canceled, games were
delayed, and everybody
retreated into their homes
for what they thought
would be a two-week
quarantine. Perhaps most
jarring on that Thursday
afternoon was the cancellation of March Madness,
the popular college basketball tournament that
dominates sports through
March and early April. It’s
an annual staple, almost a
holiday, and its presence
was sorely missed.
Soon, virtually every
sport in America was shut
down, leaving a gaping
hole in popular culture.
The NBA Finals, the European Championship,
The Masters, and perhaps most importantly
the Olympics were delayed. The joy of watching
sports, whether in person
or on TV, was another casualty of COVID-19, almost an afterthought in
the chaos of the spring
of 2020. And even when
many sports returned,
the lack of fans took the
spark out of the game.
While there were and are
certainly more dire consequences of the pandemic,
the lack of athletic events
was a challenge.

our athletes are competing again. While indoor
sports couldn’t have fans
in attendance, outdoor
sports could, and students
jumped at the chance to
be present with each other and cheer their teams
on again. Most notable
among these games was
the championship game
for men’s soccer. While
the result didn’t go Covenant’s way, the game was
thrilling from start to
finish, and hundreds of
students supported the
Scots in a way they hadn’t
been able to since 2019.
Fans were allowed at football games in the fall and
basketball games in the
winter, and pretty much
every sport is back into
a normal schedule, albeit with some COVID- 19
induced bumps along the
way.

To most people’s delight,
March Madness also returned. Just over a year
from the beginning of
quarantine and the end of
sports as we knew them,
the tournament kicked
back up again and delivered one of the most
entertaining
knockout
rounds ever. Fans were
back in the stands, and
while they were lower in
number than before the
pandemic, they still provided a noticeable impact
in the arenas, bringing the
noise and support that
One year later, the hole sports during COVID
created by the pandemic had been missing.
is beginning to be filled
back in. On campus, From the first game to

the last, the teams pro- encouragement through
duced thrilling basket- these hard times.
ball and created some of
the most fun storylines
March Madness had ever
seen, from 15-seeded
Oral Roberts University making a Cinderella
run to the Sweet Sixteen
to Jalen Suggs’ half-court
buzzer-beater for the win
in overtime in the Final
Four. This felt like a return
to normalcy, a piece of the
world we remember from
before COVID-19, but
have found hard to grasp
over the last year. While
we are yet to beat the virus and return to normal
life, March Madness, and
sports in general, has given us a taste of what we’re
missed and has been an
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AN ODE TO THE
AWKWARD HALLWAY
by Sarah Gidney
The hallway in Carter
Hall connecting the rest
of campus to the Great
Hall is like a perpetual
awkward moment. When
you are walking towards
another person, there is
a certain distance that we
all know about (though
I don’t suppose any of
us could say what it is
for sure) that you must
be apart from the other
person before you look
up and make eye contact
with them. If you try to
acknowledge the person
too soon, then you will
have to awkwardly endure
the time in between actually passing them without
knowing where to look or
whether you ought to say
hi to them again as you
walk by.
In wide open spaces, this
situation is easy to avoid
by casting your gaze all
about and looking at anything and everything until the person comes close
enough for you to pretend
that you have only just
seen them. But this hallway in Carter is just long
enough that when you see
the person on the other
side, it is far too soon to
say hi, and there is nowhere to look to pretend

you haven’t seen them.
Canned sardines would
tell you that the hallway is
a bit cramped and entirely
too narrow even for them,
and there is nothing to
look at other than the end
of the hallway and the
several pictures scattered
throughout. You cannot
pretend to look at those
pictures though. Everyone knows you’ve already
seen them. They might
be interesting to a visitor;
there’s a beautiful shot of
Carter Hall on a fine sunny day, a picture of president Halvorson posing
with a group of ecstatic
Mountain Affair winners,
a bulletin with the smiling faces of several students who had impressive
internships last summer
and advertisements trying to get you to choose
their internships. Cool
stuff if you didn’t pass it
every day and try to pretend you were looking at
it to
avoid that dreaded eye
contact.
And you have to be careful looking too hard at the
decorations because the
hallway is also lined with
doors that will sometimes
spring open like a jackin-the-box and you will
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nearly collide with Jack
if you aren’t ready for it.
The floor is a kind of mottled linoleum that is slick
even when not wet, but
when it rains, everyone
in the hallway gets to see
you sliding around like a
two-year-old learning to
ice skate. The fluorescent
lights glaring down from
above don’t care about
how uncomfortable you
are, nor do the confining
white walls. Whenever
you open the bleak brown
door, the smell of whatever is being served in the
Great Hall hits you square
in the
nose and lingers there for
far longer than it should.

eye contact with you (but
they always do), or they
are faculty, and they try
to smile at you as if that
will make your journey
through that place better somehow. Sometimes
there are many people,
crowding around you
and making you feel like
a kid in a bumper car at
a carnival. Other times it
seems nearly abandoned
and you think to yourself
that maybe this time you
will pass through to the
other side in peace. This
is a foolish thought which
you ought not to have,
for without fail, like some
kind of ghost of awkward
moments past, some lonely soul will float eerily into
There are always people in the hallway, the quiet slap
this hallway, no matter the of their footfalls echoing
time of day or night. They in the thick silence.
are your fellow suffering
students, wearily shoul- I wonder if moles passing
dering their backpacks each other through their
as they try not to make tiny tunnels, deep in the

silent earth,
feel something the same
when they have to feel
their way past each other,
or maybe ants
marching single file past
another line of their brethren trudging doggedly to
work. That’s what we’re
all doing in that hallway.
No one goes there to go
there, but everyone goes
through there to get somewhere else. It is a world
between the worlds, a gas
station on a road trip, an
airport you get stuck at
for a four-hour layover.
It wasn’t meant to be the
sort of place you would
want to stay; you’re supposed to hurry through,
shuttled along like produce on a conveyor belt
at the grocery store. And
for this purpose, the awkward hallway in Carter
Hall is sufficient.

WALTZING WITH POTATOES:
AN EVALUATION OF A
“VEGGIETALES” STORY
by Noah Sweatman
The Bible, the single most
important book in history, is full of beautiful,
amazing and life-changing stories, in addition to
stories of violence and sex
(looking at you Song of
Solomon) and the occasional talking animal. As
a result, the challenge of
youth pastors and parents
is how to teach lessons
from these less-thankid-friendly stories. One
group of vegetable-loving
people attempted to solve
this problem.
“VeggieTales” is a staple
in most Christian homes,
and its songs are trapped
in the minds of those
who heard the silly tunes.
However, despite its upbeat storylines and silly
tunes, “VeggieTales” still
had to make sure important lessons were not lost
when they turned Bible
stories kid-friendly. One
such story they attempted

to do this with was David even though he already
and Bathsheba.
has a huge collection. He
then sees Thomas, played
Of course, we all know by Junior the Asparathis story. Much like oth- gus, taking a bath with
er David stories, he does his jaw-dropping rubber
something stupendously ducky. In an act of exstupid, but repents harder treme covetousness, Larthan a Covenant Chem- ry sends Thomas to the
istry test. Usually, pastors front lines of the great pie
will double check that kids war and steals his ducky.
are not present before and Some time later, Thomas
during a sermon on this returns as a war hero, but
story because David and suffers memory loss. AfBathsheba commit adul- ter a prophet visit, a wise
tery. David then decides parable, and the return of
to kill Uzziah, Bathshe- the duckie, Larry asks for
ba’s husband. This story forgiveness. This entire
teaches the importance of story is only around 20
repentance and the hard minutes long and everyreality of facing the con- thing is explained expertsequences for the sins you ly, along with a full servcommit. So clearly, these ing of comedy and song.
armless veggies had their The main lessons are to
work cut out for them.
repent, ask for forgiveness
and treat others how you
In the “VeggieTales” ver- want to be treated.
sion, David’s wives and
Bathsheba are rubber The story obviously difduckies (admittedly a lit- fers in some ways. For
tle creepy), and the whole example, Thomas does
story is about Larry want- not die, there is obviousing more rubber duckies ly no child conceived out
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of an adulterous affair and
names of the talking vegetables are different from
the actual story. The one
lesson they fail to explain
or showcase is that sin
brings judgment. However, in a Venn diagram of
people who can theologically understand this and
the “VeggieTales” target
audience, the overlap is
infinitesimally small.

plot points. However, it
should be celebrated for
the child-safe lock it puts
on the story. Just like children slowly learn how to
eat real food, they need to
be introduced to the stories and theology of the
Bible slowly and in a way
that ensures a healthy upbringing. “VeggieTales”
does this exceptionally
well.

David and Bathsheba’s
story is important in
the Old Testament but
is usually skipped over
in Sunday school. Many
people agree kids probably should not read some
Bible stories until they
are older (looking at you
again, Song of Solomon).

In conclusion, “VeggieTales” successfully retails
the story of David and
Bathsheba for a younger
audience, and if you ask
me, gives some quality
entertainment (the silly
song “Barbara Manatee”
is an absolute banger).
Bible stories can be extremely hard to adapt and
even harder to entertain
people with, but these
lovable vegetables found
the answer.

“VeggieTales” does not
follow the story extremely closely and does lose
important themes and
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CONCLUSION

REST

BY: EMILY BRAUER

Leaves litter through the light

BY: KALYN STANG
Each day’s busy, each week is full,

So many insignificant lasts

We strive for rest, the slightest lull.

Dewey yellow flowers peek up in delight

But deadlines loom, we can’t keep pace,

Another addition to our pasts
Whispers of new beginnings
Echo through the night
Unconfirmed, uncertainty rules without a fight
Will a month really bring that much change?
Does the idea of hoping sound somewhat
deranged?
Turmoil bubbles through
Inescapable
Is it part of a grand story or a living hell?
There will be
more nights
more adventures to come
mundane days
An end is not being done

To keep up, it’s like a race.
How can we find stillness when our lives keep marching on,
When each spare moment comes and then in seconds, it is gone?
How can we find rest when time just slips away,
When “busy” is our answer to how we feel each day?
We want to take life slowly but where’s the time for that,
We want to enjoy each moment, but there’s barely time to chat.
But in our crazy schedules, on the busiest of days,
There’s always time to rest in many different ways.
Even while we’re on the go and have so much to do,
Peace can reign inside us, that isn’t forced, but true.
Even as we rush around, into God’s presence we can run,
To thank Him and to love Him and by His side to come.
Life is crazy, it doesn’t change, but when we have those days,
Our souls can rest within the shadow of the God Who holds our
gaze.
Our lives march on so quickly, but in His arms we’ll stay,
In the shadow of His wings, each and every day.
Busyness is real, the stress might be so tough,
But in God we can rest, because He’ll always be enough.

And now just be now
with the thought of tomorrow
the hope of tomorrow.

OPINIONS

WALKING A MILE AS A WOMAN
by Hannah Jarrard

led to a series of vigils and lem.
protests about the vioIn my experience, men lence against women that In my late teens, one of
have no conception of is so common.
the things that most drove
what it is to be a womthis point so painfulan. No matter how hard I have found that many of ly home for me was that
I might try to explain it, the men in my life have no when I wanted to go placthey cannot imagine the ability to understand this es more than an hour or
way we walk through the issue. Even godly men that so away, or to anywhere
world and the vast and I love have no capacity to remote, my parents startshocking difference in understand the depth of ed requiring that I take
the things we are forced what women go through my little brother with me.
to think about and do on simply for existing. I have My little brother, who is
a daily basis, and for our lived a relatively privi- five years my junior, is
own safety. Recent experi- leged life and have cer- 6’2”. I understood that my
ences in my life have led tainly been shielded from parents wanted to protect
me to an almost uncon- a great of deal of sexual me, and that their controllable need to speak harassment that so many cerns were probably valon the topic of violence women are subject to but, id, but everything about
against women. While it to put it in perspective, if that was wrong for me. It
is something I have been even someone as sheltered was my job to protect my
forced to think about for a from these things as I am brother, not the other way
long time, it really intensi- has these experiences, around. I was clearly oldfied at the death of Sarah what must other women er and more mature—why
Everard.
who live in less safe envi- did I have to bring him
ronments experience? My along for my own safety?
Everard was a 33-year-old hope is that sharing my
woman living in London experience and my an- A few years later, I rewho, on March 3, 2021, ger on this issue will help member sitting in a prowas kidnapped and mur- both men and women to fessor’s office listening to
dered when walking home understand the urgency him tell me about how he
from a friend’s house. This and horror of this prob- had backpacked all over
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Europe for six months after he graduated college.
His descriptions were
stunning, and I wished
so badly that I could do
something similar, when
the realization hit me—I
would quite literally die if
I did something like that.
I am fiercely independent

and I love to do things
alone, whether making a
Walmart run or finding
a waterfall in the middle
of nowhere. But the older
I got, the more I realized
that I had to be afraid to be
alone. Soon I realized that
I could not make sponCONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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taneous Walmart runs at
11 p.m. without intense
discomfort and fear of the
men in the parking lot and
the way they stared at me.
I have to lock my doors
the instant I get into my
car, check the backseat,
carry my keys between
my knuckles when walking alone, and avoid going places alone at night.
In the wake of Sarah Everard’s murder, the police
issued a statement urging
women to not go walking
alone at night. In response
a member of the House of
Lords, Jenny Jones, suggested instead a 6pm curfew for all men. Her suggestion was not entirely
serious, but it pointed out
the double standard for
that exists, women essentially have a curfew if they
want to have some semblance of safety. A woman
is murdered by a man and
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women are issued restrictions. As an article in The
Guardian put it: “We’re
used to women’s freedoms and women’s bodies
being up for debate, you
see. We’re used to women
being told to modify our
behaviour as a reaction
to male violence. Women
may not be under a formal curfew but you only
need to look at the disgusting victim-blaming
that went on with Sarah
Everard to see that we’re
under an informal one.”
According to RAINN, in
the U.S. a woman is sexually assaulted every 73
seconds, and this is for
assault alone and does not
include other forms of
sexual harassment.
It would take far too long
to catalogue the list of
gross things that random
men in public have said
to me, men who have patronized me and treated
me like I was stupid and
incapable purely because
I am a woman. Once a
coworker said something
incredibly inappropriate

to me right in front of my
(male) boss, and my boss
said absolutely nothing.
I have had middle-aged
men accost me in parking lots claiming they
wanted to “help” me and
refuse to leave me alone,
even inquiring if I had a
“boyfriend or husband”
that I could call to fix the
minuscule dent in my car
that would take me five
minutes to fix on my own.
The list goes on and on;
and I am sure it is minor
compared to what many
of the women I know
have suffered. Despite the
fact that women now have
more rights under the law
than they have ever had at
any point in history, still
we have to suffer all of
this. And anytime a woman gets angry about these
realities, she is dismissed
as “crazy” and “hysterical.” The anger of women
points to real and horrific
problems in our society
and desperately needs to
be listened to.

recognize the depth of
this issue, I would say this:
“Every woman you have
ever met has been sexually harassed at some point
in their lives. Every woman you will ever meet has
been sexually harassed at
some point in her life.”
Most don’t realize this
because they see this harassment as part of everyday life, just a fact of reality. But this is not okay.
Women should be able to
live their lives, walk home
alone and go running
whenever they feel like it
without being forced to
feel afraid.

What are you doing to
fix this problem? Are you
actively advocating for
the women in your life?
Are you constantly seeking to let the strangers on
the street know that you
are not a threat to them?
Are you calling out your
friends who speak poorly of women or trivialize
their issues? Are you asking the women in your
To those who refuse to life how you can do better

and how you can be a part
of fixing the problem?
More and more I have
found myself growing angrier and angrier about
this issue; it is an anger that I have bathed in
prayer. But this should
not be happening. The activities of my life should
not have to be so radically different from those
of my baby brother. I am
tired of being talked over,
neglected and ignored. I
am tired of reading about
men such as Milton,
Freud, and Rousseau, and
many others who horrifically demeaned women
and just accepting it and
praising them anyways.
This is not a problem that
we should be having--this is all wrong. I am disgusted by the fact that my
experiences are far from
the worst ones out there.
This is wrong. And you
need to be actively striving to make it better each
and every day.

A PAINFUL POSSIBILITY

by Evan Elliott

A rumor is troubling
Founders. It is a rumor
regarding
democracy.
It is a rumor regarding
representation. It is a rumor about the Founder’s
T-shirt contest. It is a rumor regarding the Pain
Shirt.

izes Platonism, a philosophy grounded in the idea
that all things come from
perfect, eternal forms. To
the Platonist, the physical
world imperfectly echoes
the faultless realm of the
forms. The Platonists believed that by reason, virtue and true philosophy,
they could attain knowledge of and harmony
with the Good. In many
ways, this idea meshes
with Christianity, and for
thousands of years believers admired Plato and Aristotle.

The shirt was designed,
like all shirts in the competition, by a resident of
Founders, in this case,
Catacombian Jude Michael ’22. It was a simple
and elegant design: an
imperfect circle with the The submitted T-shirt deword “Pain” scrawled be- sign springs from these
neath it.
timeless ideals. It’s a simple yet profound stateI interpret this design in ment that the root of sufa deeply philosophical fering is imperfection.
light.
Founders was captivated
by this artistic achieveThe circle often symbol- ment, which combined

ADULTING IS HARD
by Kalyn Stang

“Adulting is hard.”
On many occasions I’ve
heard that all-too-common
phrase interposed with
dread over a long to-do list
or alongside the stress that
comes with one too many
responsibilities. In many
ways, that is a fair assumption to make about adult
life—as adults, there are so
many things to be responsible for that sometimes it
feels like it’s all we can do just
to reach the bare minimum.
It’s as if, at any moment, we
won’t be able to stay on top
of everything anymore and

we’ll be deemed irresponsible or inadequate.
It comes as no surprise, then,
that, as adults, we often find
ourselves tense, stressed and
unable to relax on a daily basis. Maybe some of us
even look nostalgically to
the days of a carefree childhood when adulting wasn’t
even an issue that crossed
our minds. The question
is, is there a way to enjoy
our adulthood without that
level of stress and pressure
constantly weighing on us?
Can adulting be more than
just hard? My answer is a resounding yes.

the Grecian passion for
perfection with the painful brokenness of our fallen world. However, rumor
has it that the Founders
Residence Hall Presidential Cabinet completely
missed the profound implication of this T-shirt,
and an anonymous source
allegedly claims that the
pain shirt in fact won the
contest, but was censored
on account of its bizarre what aristocratic reaction
to this somewhat bizarre
design.
shirt.
Ironically, Plato probably would be on the side However, many students
of Founders Cabinet, if might feel cheated if their
they did in fact take this vote was overruled by the
radical step. In regard to very politicians they electdemocracy, Plato argued ed to be their voice. They
that, “Democracy leads might feel pain because of
to anarchy, which is mob the imperfections in our
rule.” As far as T-shirts democracy. The Pain Shirt
go, this one seems pretty has always spoken to the
anarchical. Plato would souls of students, but such
have understood a some- a situation would make its
Chances are that a lot of our
stress and inability to relax
comes from trying to take
control of areas of our lives
that, in reality, we don’t have
a lot of power over. Our actions do have an impact on
what happens, so it might
seem like we have a lot of
power over our own circumstances; however, while
our actions do have consequences and influence,
trying to micromanage our
own lives may lead to more
stress than it does good.
Of course, in a lot of ways,
trying to manage our own
lives makes sense. We don’t
want to get bad grades or
get fired, so we study harder
and do our best at our jobs.
We want to have friends, so
we take the time to make
conversation. We want to be

Design by Jude Michael

message even more poignant.
I want to know if Founders is a democracy or an
oligarchy. Therefore, I call
on the Founders Cabinet
to release the voting tally
and ease the painful anxiety that many students
feel regarding the reality
of their representation.

liked, so we avoid doing un- kind of a result out of it, we
likeable things.
are left tired and stressed,
and the things that used to
At the same time, there’s a give us so much enjoyment
big difference between try- and pleasure can quickly being our best because it’s the come a burden.
right thing to do and holding on so tightly to a certain Instead, there is something
desired outcome that we can absolutely freeing about
never relax until that certain surrendering the outcome
outcome is accomplished. of everything we do to God,
Whether it’s trying to main- knowing that no matter
tain our identity or reach a what we do between the
certain goal, trying to have beginning and the end of
too much control in our the day, our identity will
lives is not only counterpro- not change and our destiny
ductive but also simply ex- is not ours to manipulate.
hausting.
When we try to control our
own lives and good things
Of course we should study happen, we feel great; but
hard, try our best at our jobs, when bad things inevitably
talk to people and avoid be- happen, we suddenly feel
ing overly disagreeable, but insecure and begin to get
when our goal in each of defensive and make excuses.
those things is to maintain
a reputation or to get some
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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On the other hand, when
the pressure is removed
from us, we can do our best
at school, at work and in
our social circles without so
much pressure to reach our
overly-high expectations for
ourselves. Then, when we
do make mistakes (which
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we will), we can simply get
back up again, make apologies and amends where necessary, and try again. If we
give God the glory whenever we do succeed, the pressure is no longer on ourselves, and we don’t have to
worry about fulfilling some
newfound expectations to
keep succeeding in that one
particular area.

sponsibilities we have, but
with those responsibilities
come privileges and opportunities we never had before. We can have real conversations with people, get
involved in the community
around us and do so many
things we never could have
done before in our earlier
lives.

by Zach Humphreys

grade distributions will incentivize the more advanced
Absolute grading is current- to get ahead, while relatively
ly and has historically been uneven grade distributions
the overwhelming standard will incentivize the less adin the world’s formal educa- vanced to keep up.
tion institutions. Generally speaking, in this system, Third, a relative grading syseach question on a test is tem discourages cheating
worth a predetermined, and yet could potentially enfixed number of points. courage collaboration in the
Each student is then award- appropriate circumstances.
ed a number of points within the range of zero to that Fourth, a relative grading
number for that question, system can keep teachers
depending on the correct- more accountable by makness and completeness of ing it much harder for them
their answer.
to manipulate the difficulty of their tests in order to
I argue that this simplistic make their students’ grade
method violates at least two distributions reflect more
fundamental principles of ideally on them.
accurate evaluations of competence. I will show that rel- Finally, a relative grading
ative grading, in which stu- system, especially one imdents’ scores are evaluated plemented as guided by the
in terms of other students’ two principles explained
results as well as their own, below, facilitates an “answer
has the potential to mitigate at your own risk” paradigm
these issues with absolute designed to gauge students’
grading by accounting for confidence in their answers.
factors that it neglects.
The first principle that abIt is very important to note solute grading as defined
that the most important above violates is that the rabenefits of having a more tio of the reward for getting
accurate grading system a question completely right
are not in the increased ac- and the penalty for getting
curacy itself, per se. First, a it completely wrong should
grading system that accu- be proportional to the quesrately captures the extent tion’s difficulty. The difficulof students’ knowledge and ty of each question would
understanding incentivizes ideally be determined retthem to study and pay at- roactively through software
tention during lectures.
using the group’s scores on
each question.
Second, evaluating students by comparing them to In an absolute grading systheir peers motivates each tem, if a question is worth
of them to reach their full k points, then this could be
potential. Relatively even translated to a k/2 points re-

ward and a k/2 points penalty, making the ratio one.
However, any two values
that add up to k will work.
For this reason especially,
one could very well argue
that the standard system defined in the introduction is
self-balancing in the sense
that the expected score on
each question is inversely
proportional to its difficulty
in the first place.

This is not an article to
rant about COVID-19, or a
charge to implore people to
stay strong and bear with it
all. This is just an account.
In high school, I expected
12th grade to be the climax
of my high school story. I
went to a boarding school
so I was looking forward
to rooming with my best

friend. It was going to be the
best season yet in basketball
and soccer. I would start in
basketball and even with a
less than talented team in
soccer—it was going to be
a blast. I might be chosen
to be a captain. Maybe I’d
even sneak in a high school
sweetheart to have that idyllic “we met in high school
narrative.” I would make the
best memories. Senior year
was going to be the pinnacle
of my high school experience.
Let me give you a hint—it
wasn’t.
I did not get to share a
room with my best friend.
A new, extremely talent-

The second principle is that
the weight of each question
should be inversely proportional to the standard deviation of the group’s scores
on it. Software is especially
important for this principle’s implementation, as
this factor is both considerably harder to predict and
much more computationally intensive. There are three
main justifications for this
principle, namely, that standard deviation positively
correlates with randomness;
that it provides for an arbitrarily large set of questions,
which encourages students
to study more comprehensively and, relatedly, may
very well allow them to
“play to their strengths” depending on the test’s rules
and whether it is feasible
to complete it in the given
time; and that it “intelligently” rewards marginally better scores on questions that
reflect disproportionately
more preparation.

This reasoning would indeed be perfectly valid if the
test included every conceivable question ever, as there
could not be any sampling
error. In any case, lack of an
objective metric for the difficulty of questions makes
it only fair to assign all students the same set of questions, so that none has an
unfair advantage. A small
extension that is sometimes
employed is allowing students to select a subset of As an example of the first
the questions to answer.
justification, take true or
false questions. If half of the
However, this can only class got the question right
work in the current system and half got it wrong, then
if the optional questions this would be exactly the
and their respective weights expected result from a comare known by the student in pletely ignorant group. Simadvance of their selection, ilarly, if a multiple choice
or if the optional questions question has four possible
only are known in advance answers and only a fourth of
and the total weight of all al- the class got it correct, then
lowed subsets is the same. In this would almost surely insummary, implementation dicate a problem with the
of the first principle primar- question, even more so than
ily affects not the relative with the true or false quesdistribution of the students’ tion, just as the standard
scores on an identical test, deviation is higher in this
but their absolute distribu- case. There is no need in the
tion, so to speak. Thus, the new system for the teacher
first principle primarily pro- to throw out the question,
vides a more sophisticated as its weight will automatway to grade on a curve.
ically be reduced, perhaps

A SENIOR ACCOUNT OF LITTLE
SIGNIFICANCE

Weird. Different. New Normal. Get Back to Normal.
Unprecedented.
Socially Distanced. Close Contacts. Masks. Cancelled.
Postponed. Disappointing.
Stay Faithful. Done with
COVID-19.

do.

There is something freeing about going through
all the responsibilities that
come with adulthood with
When we truly don’t care child-like faith and surrenabout accumulating glory der to our heavenly Father,
for ourselves, a weight is because, in doing so, life
suddenly lifted off of us and suddenly becomes so much
we can more thoroughly en- more enjoyable. Adulting is
joy our adult lives. Will we hard, but it doesn’t have to
Instead of squandering our feel stress sometimes? Abso- be quite so stressful.
Yes, adulting is hard. The adult years fretting over per- lutely, but we shouldn’t be so
older we get, the more re- fectly fulfilling our respon- hard on ourselves when we

A CASE FOR RELATIVE GRADING

by Emily Brauer

sibilities and maintaining a
pristine reputation, what if
we were to truly surrender
everything to God and leave
the results up to Him?

ideal high school experience and senior year would
look like. And it wasn’t that.
Thank God. God doesn’t
work in our neat little frameworks. He doesn’t say, “Oh!
You’re graduating? Guess
ed girl joined basketball you missed out on that opand I became the sixth on portunity,” or “wow, wonder
the team. I was not a soc- what your next step/decicer captain, and, to put it sion will be.” Change doesn’t
bluntly, our soccer team phase Him.
was clique-y and largely untalented. Moreover, I Our plans are like the basic
tore my ACL and meniscus pictures we were given in
mid-season. The loss of my kindergarten to colour. Your
presence on the team went teacher may have even emunacknowledged. (Also, for phasized to ‘stay inside the
those interested, there was lines’ or ‘colour in the box.’
In contrast, God’s narrano sweetheart.)
tive for us is like the Sistine
After writing that, I sound Chapel—dynamic, rich, 3D
mopey, but bear with me. and breathtaking. But inWhere does your identi- stead we ask God to mold
ty lie? This question is not our lives according to our
unfamiliar to most of us. In wills. What a shame that
high school, I had a plan. I would be if He did that—
had a vision, based predom- what a loss, what richness
inantly on Hollywood high and depth of joy we would
school movies, of what the fail to experience.

all the way to nothing. This
gets at some of the essence
of the second justification. If
a teacher is concerned that
a particular question may
confuse students, they can
simply include it in the test
and have the software judge
by the results.
As for the third justification, imagine an essay question where nearly the entire
class scored within eighty
to ninety percent credit. In
other words, the standard
deviation of the students’
scores was low. The question should then be worth
more so that the students
who studied harder receive
a larger reward for the extra studying that resulted in
their extra five to ten percent.
These ideas are ready to
be implemented through
software and adopted, and
I think it is quite a shame
that they are not, at least as
far as I know. There are, of
course, more avenues to explore here, such as considering whether the distribution
of scores on a question is
relatively normal or tends
toward either the higher or
lower range, and how that
information could be used
to tweak the test itself, if not
merely the students’ grades.
Furthermore, it would be
very important to carefully consider the potential
effects this could have on
student collaboration and
cheating. Finally, I have
only discussed the principles themselves, not the
best mathematical formulas
and statistical techniques
through which to implement them.

This year may have disappointed you. It may not have
been the peak of your time
at Covenant. It may have
been muddled with pain,
frustration, and loss. The
whole year might not even
make sense to you right
now. How on earth has God
been faithful amidst all this
suffering? He has, though it
may not be clearly evident
to you until tomorrow, or in
a year, or even in ten years.
Things are at a more distinct
turning point for sure, but
though it may faze us, God
is not caught off guard. Be
at peace with this year not
looking like you would have
envisioned. Don’t wallow
in the disappointment of
missed events and strained
relationships. Instead, take
up the charge to bring that
clichéd, but legitimate aspect of Covenant into whatever place you head next:
good community.

