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Eight Killed in Atlanta Shooting
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RA Selection for 2021-2022
Begins
Interviews kick off for choosing
of next year’s RAs
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The Return of the Champions
Beloved intramural sport of
vollyball to be held outside
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COVENANT STUDENTS
TRAIN TO BECOME
VOLUNTEER FIREFIGHTERS
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by Sara Rogers
On March 20, 2021, three
Covenant College students completed their
training to become volunteer firefighters for the
West Brow Fire and Rescue. The students, Katherine Horn ’23, Greg Royal
‘21, and Mason Harmon
’23 have spent the last few
months training to take
this test and have successfully completed their
training.
Horn first got involved

in volunteer firefighting
at CovCon last semester,
when she signed up for
the email notification list
because the idea interested her. A week later she
attended an introductory
visit to the fire station and
had the chance to speak
to a Covenant graduate
and two current students
involved with the department. The three Covenant
students showed her and
others around the firehouse and introduced
them to the idea of being
a firefighter.

From there, Horn and
a few other students returned to the station a
week later to begin the
training process. She said
that she was mostly interested in medical training
at first and was startled
when the instructors had
them put on gear and put
her and the others into a
burn box within the first
few days. After that, all
of those that began their
training with Horn decidCONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CONTINUING THE FIGHT AGAINST
COVID-19
by Davy Codington
The U.S. has registered
nearly 550k deaths
from COVID-19, nearly
20% of global reported
deaths from the virus,
according to the Johns
Hopkins
dashboard
of coronavirus data.
Globally, 127.5M cases
have resulted in nearly
2.8M deaths. Roughly a
month after the World
Health
Organization
declared COVID-19 to
be a pandemic, just 1M
cases had been registered globally.

By the end of March,
28.5% of the U.S. population had received their
first dose of a coronavirus vaccination and
15.7% were fully vaccinated. The raw data
shows that nearly 165M
vaccine doses have
been administered, of
which roughly 150M
have been given since
President Joe Biden was
inaugurated on January 20. With a month
to go to complete his
“first 100 days,” Biden
recently announced a
new goal to administer
200M vaccine doses be-

fore April 30.
The United States government has issued
multiple trillion dollars
in stimulus and relief
packages for Americans.
Notably, the Higher Education Relief Fund under the CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security) Act
provided needed financial aid to many Covenant students. Most
recently, the American Rescue Plan Act of
2021 released $1.9 trillion in “rescue” dollars.
The Rescue Plan allows

Someone Finally Goes to
Sugar’s Ribs

A review of a familiar yet mysterious restaurants
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PLEASE REUSE
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VOLUME 69.7
Reflections One Year After
Covid
A year into the ongoing pandemic, what have we learned
about ourselves and our values?
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RA SELECTION FACULTY DETAIL
FOR 2021-2022 THEIR EXPERIENCE
by Kalyn Stang
This March, a number of
Covenant students participated in the application process to become
Resident Assistants (RAs)
next school year. After an
initial technical process
of submitting forms and
filling out paperwork, a
group interview was held
on Wednesday, March 3
to determine which candidates would proceed
to the next round. These
candidates were allowed
to attend the interview either in mid-afternoon or
that night.
Although the stakes were
high, this first interview
had a relaxed and less formal feel to it. Candidates
were told to bring objects that described them
and how Covenant College had impacted their
lives. Stephanie Smole
’24 brought a light bulb
to symbolize light and
described how special it
is to bring joy and sparkle. Even when we are
surrounded by darkness,
she explained, Jesus is our
source of light. Many other objects were used by
other students, such as a
shoebox, soap, a pencil, a
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

$1400 stimulus checks
to be sent to qualifying
Americans,
provides
various unemployment
benefits and increases the Child Tax Credit
maximum for young age
groups. The Child Tax
Credit is projected to
decrease the number of
poverty-stricken American children by 45%
through monthly payments. Additional components of the Rescue
Plan will bolster funding for public health response, provide grants
for restaurants and bars,
and make school safer,
among other responses.

DEALING WITH
COVID-19
by Jem Davenport

The last year has been
rife with the stresses and
misfortunes COVID-19
has wrought. This pandemic has impacted the
ways in which the students learn, our teachers
teach, and our leaders
lead us. Biology professor
Dr. Heath Garris said that
COVID-19 has “certainly
kept [him] on [his] toes.”
Furthermore, “effective
instruction requires responding to students’
needs, and teaching in a
way that’s both relatable/
engaging and distant/safe
has proved challenging.
Mostly it has required
more grace and understanding from me and my
students as we figure this
out.”
If you were involved with
the Theatre Department
during Fall 2019 and
Spring 2020, these unfortunate happenings are
most likely all too familiar
for you. In theatre professor Claire Slavovsky’s
words, “[The Sound of
Music] involved tons of
theatre and music stuCONTINUED ON PAGE 3

and an understanding
of the virus that grows
steadily.
Three
significant
COVID-19
variants,
called B.1.1.7, B.1.351
and P.1, have spread
globally.
Preliminary
research suggests that
these variants spread
more quickly than and
may have various advantages over the original
coronavirus. This may
result in reduced efficacy of certain COVID-19
vaccines in those infected with these variants,
though the word on this
is still developing.

These responses are The emergence of varilaudable, yet the global ants is well understood
response to COVID-19 by virologists and other
continues to unfold
with new challenges
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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STUDENTS VOLUNTEER
TO BE FIREFIGHTERS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ed that fire training was
what they wanted to pursue, and moved on from
there.
The group spent several weeks last semester in
different classes learning
the proper techniques,
tools and procedures before becoming certified as
support personnel. This
semester, Horn, Royal,
and Harmon advanced to
FF1 class, which had a test

RA SELECTION

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
textbook and even a car
part.
In all, the group interviews were a positive experience. Smole reported
that she knew almost everyone in the group, and
that she enjoyed hearing
other people’s stories. Decisions were disclosed on
Friday, March 5 as to who
would be allowed to proceed to the next round.
Kaity Shelley ’22, who is
currently an RA and plans
to return next semester,
explained that the group
interview when she first
applied for RA looked
very different than it does
currently.
In the past, potential
RAs were required to
sign up on Handshake
and the group interview
was spread out over two
to three nights. Instead
of everyone bringing an
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that, once passed, earned
them their Georgia Fire- Leon Ferraez ’20, an acfighter Certifications.
tive member of the West
Brow Fire and Rescue
While the three of them said, “West Brow Fire and
are students at Covenant Rescue offers students an
College, they will respond opportunity to receive
to both fire and medical certifications and encalls in West Brow. Horn gage in dynamic training
shared that she is current- that helps students betly in a hazmat class learn- ter serve their communiing to deal with hazardous ties. Students who volunmaterials and once she teered with WBFR have
completes the class she run calls including house
will be a nationally certi- fires, car fires, car wrecks,
fied firefighter.
CPRs, and so much more.
While doing so they have
Horn plans to continue received certifications in
working with West Brow firefighting,
hazardous
for at least a few years af- materials, operations, and
ter graduation.
EMT with several stu-

dents pursuing a career in
fire and/or ems after grad- Just in the past two years,
uation.”
four students have begun
their careers as firefightKeith McClearn, Direc- ers and/or paramedics
tor of Safety and Security after graduation, and one
at Covenant, said, “The will soon begin medical
partnership between Cov- school.
enant College and the local volunteer firefighting For those interested in
community goes back a volunteer
firefighting,
number of years. It’s been West Brow Fire and Resvery interesting to get to cue is always looking
know some of the alumni for trainees. If interestthat were members of the ed, contact McClearn at
College’s First Responder keith.mcclearn@covenat.
program. These individu- edu or reach out to Horn
als were able to find their at katherine.horn@covecalling in life through vol- nent.edu.
unteering to serve as local
volunteer firefighters.”

object and explaining it,
there were timed team
building exercises. Candidates were analyzed
based on how they interacted with each other in
these situations and had
to demonstrate that they
had stable social habits
and were able to remain
confident under stress.

the RAs will have to do in process because she got to
real life situations on the meet new people and see
job.
what the process was like.
She is grateful for the exAt the same time, the in- perience and says that it
dividual interviews “felt is not like other applicalike a conversation,” ac- tion processes because it
cording to Smole, and is very genuine and allows
she felt well prepared to every candidate to feel
answer the questions af- loved, heard and seen.
ter reading the application packet beforehand. According to Devon
The individual interviews Crabtree ’22, “This whole
were an important part process from start to finof the application process ish was truly rewarding.
and served as a final test One of my favorite parts
to see who would be best of the whole process was
qualified to fill these lead- getting to hear each othership positions, facilitat- er’s stories, how God had
ing hall comradery and been transforming each
dealing with any crisis person’s lives throughout
that may arise throughout their time at Covenant,
the following semester.
and getting to see what
skills/experience
they
“It’s a fun experience go- brought to the table.”
ing through the interview
process,” Smole said. She The selection process endwas “really impressed” ed on March 15 when the
and said that the process 2021-2022 RAs were offiwas very organized and cially given the positions.
“intentional.” Shelley added that even if she hadn’t
become an RA, she would
have been grateful for the

Shelley said she prefers
the new format for incoming candidates to the
old one because she believes it does a better job
of taking into account the
talents of individuals with
different
conversation
styles and personalities.
As for this semester, because Shelley is a returning RA, she did not
participate in the group
interview with the new
candidates but instead
took part in a group exercise specifically for returning RAs. In this exercise, each RA took an
item, a picture, or a collage of pictures to repre-

sent their first year as RA.
This was a very relaxed
environment in which
the RAs could reflect on
their reasons for coming
back and also share with
each other how they had
grown or how their expectations had been exceeded over the past year.
They were able to check
in on each other’s mental
health by both evaluating
the past year and looking
forward to the next one.
Assessments were also
held between the RDs and
returning RAs individually, which had a conversational feel.
Returning to the first-time
candidates,
interviews
took place on March 9.
These had a much more
official feel and were held
between a student and
faculty members. Many
thought-provoking and
complex questions were
asked and the interviewees were expected to come
up with answers quickly
and on the spot, much as

CONTINUING THE
FIGHT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

infectious disease specialists; however, the origin of the SARS-CoV-2
coronavirus is still being
investigated. Early findings of a World Health
Organization probe into
various potential coronavirus origins in China are slowly unfolding.
These findings suggest
that the most likely origin of the pandemic
virus is a bat-to-human
species jump by an intermediate animal host.
The possibility that the
virus was leaked from
a lab is reportedly very
unlikely. A reservoir
host—an animal in
which a virus lives and
circulates perpetually—
for COVID-19 has not
been identified.
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Here are some things to
look for as the science
of COVID-19 develops
and global pandemic
response strengthens.
The COVID-19 vaccine

released by Pfizer and
BioNTech is currently
pursuing trials of the
vaccine in children as
young as six months
old.

NEWS
FACULTY EXPERIENCE
WITH COVID-19
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

dents, the orchestra, many
faculty and staff members,
kids from the community and several alumni. A
hundred or so people had
been working towards
dress rehearsals starting
the next Monday, and it
all just stopped. That was
really difficult.” Thankfully, Covenant’s Theatre
Department is resilient,
finding new and innovative ways to overcome the
difficulties of doing theatre in this time of social
distancing and forbidden
crowds.
Drs. Carole Yue and David Washburn in the Psychology Department also
expressed difficulties in
teaching but additionally their appreciation for
the flexibility and growth
of the faculty and students during this time.
Dr. Washburn said, “Like
the other faculty members here, I’ve been able
to teach the subjects I love
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to wonderful students…
Moreover, I know without question that students
have continued to learn.
COVID has made learning more challenging,
but students last spring,
last fall, and this semester
have continued to learn
so much about psychology and their other courses. God has continued to
grow our students academically and spiritually and emotionally and
socially, despite all the
changes and challenges.”

common for Americans
to spend all of their time
sealed inside of air-conditioned buildings and cars,”
Halvorson said. “Historically, people understood
the importance of getting
fresh air to avoid disease. I
hope we’ll be much quicker to open windows, eat
outside, go out for walks,
nap in hammocks, hike,
etc. I especially hope that’s
the case here at Covenant,
where we have such ready
access to a truly beautiful
part of God’s creation.”

It’s safe to say that nobody
anticipated COVID-19’s
rapid spread, but as a
community, Covenant has
overcome the obstacles
presented in numerous
ways, some of which will
hopefully remain even
after things reach a point
of what was formerly normal. Making takeout from
the Great Hall available is
a favorite of many including Professor Slavovsky.

The pandemic, while
being a harbinger of
hard times, has not only
brought sadness and
stress but also opportunities for growth in creative
and surprising ways. Seeing God work in so many
ways throughout the past
semesters has been an
overwhelming reminder of His goodness even
during trials and tribulations. President Halvorson gave a great example
of this in the form of John
13:35, “By this all people
will know that you are my
disciples, if you have love
for one another.” Presi-

Others, like President
Halvorson, hope to see a
continuation of a greater appreciation for the
outdoors. “It’s become so

dent Halvorson said that
he has seen God at work
in the way people in this
community have loved
and cared for one another,
even with all of the limitations placed on them by
COVID-19 restrictions.
Since that fateful day over
a year ago, Covenant’s
president has watched
“faculty give countless
hours to revising courses
to accommodate a new
delivery mode, out of love
for their students.” He has
seen “staff put tremendous amounts of thought
and effort into ensuring
the campus is safe for faculty and students, out of
love for this community.”
He has observed students
setting aside “their own
preferences for the sake of
protecting those at greater
risk of harm from the virus, out of love for faculty
and staff.”
Faculty members were
granted the opportunity
to be vaccinated a couple
weeks ago, and the majority of students have
just been able to start inoculation. As Dr. Garris

sees it, “Many of us are
tempted to view vaccines
exclusively from the perspective of personal risk.
The challenging fact is
that COVID-19 does not
present as great a risk to
the young/healthy as it
does to the elderly and
those with chronic medical conditions. Choosing
to receive the vaccine as
a young/healthy person
therefore cannot be about
avoiding the sniffles. In
my opinion, you should
receive the vaccine when
it becomes available to
you to protect those we
are called to love (particularly the elderly and the
infirmed).”
As a community, Covenant can pride itself
on working together to
power through what this
pandemic has thrown at
everyone. God has graciously given Covenant
College many unexpected
resources, a strong community that cares for each
other, and His hand upon
this institution.

EIGHT KILLED IN
ATLANTA SHOOTING
by Davy Codington and
Kelli Hansen
On Tuesday, March 16,
eight people were killed
in a series of shootings in
the Atlanta area. Around
5 p.m. a gunman killed
four people, one man and
three women, all roughly
30-50 years old, at Young’s
Asian Massage in Woodstock, Georgia. An hour
later, four more women
were found dead—three
at the Gold Massage Spa
in Atlanta and one across
the street at Aroma Therapy Spa. These four were
older, roughly 50-70 years
old. Six of these victims
were women of Asian descent.
The police were able to
identify the suspect, a 21year old caucasian man,
through a surveillance
video from the location
of the first attack. The video was posted to social
media and the gunman’s
family helped the police
identify him. He was arrested later that night,
about 150 miles away
from Atlanta. The suspect
was reportedly on his way
to Florida to carry out
similar attacks there. He
admitted responsibility
for the killings and faces

charges of eight counts of
murder and one count of
aggravated assault.
The gunman reportedly
told police that his “sex
addiction” is what drove
him to carry out these attacks, saying that he was
trying to “take out that
temptation” by targeting these spas which he
claimed were sources of
temptation. Spokesman
for the Cherokee County
Police, Captain Jay Baker,
said that the shooter had
denied racial motivation.
The Korean media outlet
Chosun Ilbo reported that
an eyewitness heard the
suspect say, “I’m going to
kill all Asians” before the
shooting.

Sheriff Frank Reynolds
said, “Inasmuch as his
words were taken or construed as insensitive or inappropriate, they were not
intended to disrespect any
of the victims, the gravity
of this tragedy, or express
empathy or sympathy for
the suspect.” Capt. Baker has been removed as
spokesperson for this
Baker also said, “Yester- case.
day was a really bad day
for him, and this is what Although the authorihe did.” This comment ties have not declared a
was met with immediate motivation for the homibacklash on social media. cides, the racial element
It was “rage inducing” as has drawn attention to
Qasim Rashid, a human the violence and discrimrights lawyer, tweeted. ination against the Asian
ABC news reported that American Pacific Islandpolice officials indicated er (AAPI) community.
that these were the gun- On March 17 President
man’s words, not Capt. Joe Biden acknowledged
these concerns: “The inBaker’s.
vestigation is ongoing.
In relation to these com- And the question of moments, Cherokee County tivation is still to be deter-
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mined. But whatever the
motivation here I know
that Asian Americans are
very concerned, because
as you know, I have been
speaking about the brutality against Asian Americans for the last couple
months and I think it is
very, very troublesome.”

coronavirus aid package.
However, after the attacks
on Tuesday night, Biden
and Harris adjusted their
trip to include a meeting
with state legislators and
advocates for the AAPI
communities to address
concerns about the growing number of attacks
against members of the
Vice President Kama- Asian community in the
la Harris also expressed past year.
her concerns: “Knowing the increasing level Covenant’s own Multiof hate crime against our cultural Program emailed
Asian American broth- members of the Covenant
ers and sisters, we also College community on
want to speak out in sol- March 19 saying, “We recidarity with them and ac- ognize that this tragedy
knowledge that none of compounds the fear and
us should ever be silent grief that has been present
in the face of any form of in the lives of many of our
hate.”
Asian and Asian American brothers and sisters.”
The pair traveled to At- A call to pray for and suplanta the following Friday port this group was confor what was scheduled
to be a celebration of the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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ATLANTA SHOOTING

legal documents in the
19th century. This history
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
has been perpetuated in
various ways through the
cluded with, “Praise God 20th century up to curfor the ways that Asian rent society.
and Asian American people bless and enrich our Among the key figures in
country and world.”
this history is British-Italian photographer Felice
Stop AAPI Hate, a co- Beato. Following Japan’s
alition that formed to opening to trade with the
document and address West, he photographed
incidents of Asian hate vignettes of Japanese life,
and discrimination amid capturing diverse aspects
the COVID-19 pandem- of society. These photoic, reported 3,795 hate graphs emphasized cerincidents against Asian tain themes and depicAmericans
between tions, such as Japanese
March 2020 and February women who appear doc2021. The homicides in ile, passive or eager to
Atlanta came on the heels please.
of increasing incidents of
AAPI hate, including two The French author Pierre
attacks on elderly Asian Loti published “Madame
men in the San Francisco Chrysanthème” in 1887,
Bay area in January 2021. an autobiographical novel
These attacks have add- by a naval officer recounted to the fears members ing a summer affair with
of the AAPI community a Japanese woman. This
were already facing.
work was important for
shaping the way Japanese
Though Long did not cite women were viewed in
racial motivations for his the West. From this work
actions, last week’s homi- stemmed various adaptacides follow an extensive tions of the story, includand complex history of ing the Broadway musical
exoticization and fetishi- “Miss Saigon.”
zation of women of Asian
descent. This may have Continuing on from these
influenced his association key figures, Weichbrodt
of these women and busi- said, “Another way that
nesses with his sexual ad- we see the sexualization—
diction. We interviewed the hypersexualization of
local art historian and Asian women—is through
Covenant professor Dr. the policing of Chinese
Elissa Yukiko Weichbrodt immigrant women in the
for a retelling of the visual 19th century.” The 1875
perspective of this history. Page Act prohibited the
entry of “undesirable,”
Weichbrodt told us that “immoral” East Asian
the origins of many of women. Weichbrodt said
the depictions of Asians, that the assumption that
and of Asian women in Chinese women were
particular, come from the immoral was common.
arts, literature and even Later, the 1882 Chinese

Exclusion Act prevented
all Chinese laborers from
immigrating to the United States.
Twentieth century wars
in Asia heightened the fetishization of Asian women. For example, during
the Korean War of the
1950s “the United States
either tacitly approved or
even encouraged servicemen to take advantage
of the sexual services of
Asian women in Korea;
and something similar
happen[ed] in the Philippines as well,” said Weichbrodt. Political science
professor at Wellesly College Katharine Moon documents this history in her
book “Sex Among Allies:
Military Prostitution in
U.S.-Korea Relations.”
Weichbrodt said, “Something that we see repeatedly in Western history—in the history of
colonization—is
that
when the colonizers have
the expectation that the
land is available for their
use and for their conquest, it follows pretty
easily that women would
also be available for their
use and conquest… this is
not just a Western problem.” Weichbrodt cited
Japanese exploitation of
Korean women during
the 20th century.
This fetishization continues to manifest in U.S. culture today, as Weichbrodt
said, “The fetishization of
Asian women now takes
on multiple lives… there
are examples in advertising, in pornography culture… even music.” While
women of all ethnicities

are frequently objectified
in popular culture, specific racialized histories
shape the particular narratives that are applied.

that the “gatherings…
are prayerfully a chance
for the different Asian
churches to come together as one. To lament, pray
and mobilize, and dream
The long history of exot- for what unity could look
icization and discrimi- like.”
nation against members
of the AAPI community, Weichbrodt, who also atas well as the recent rise tended this rally, noted
in discriminatory crimes a different aspect of the
against the AAPI com- importance of rallies. “A
munity inspired rallies rally like this one is an oparound the country in re- portunity to say in a very
sponse to the homicides in public way with others,
Atlanta. These rallies were many of whom will be of
held around the country Asian descent, to say that
on Saturday, March 20, in we are willing and ready
New York, Houston, Co- to take up space, now, and
lumbus and Atlanta.
to be visible… part of living into the fullness of the
Covenant alumna Victo- imago dei is willingness to
ria Yang ’17 attended one be seen and to be heard.”
of these rallies in Atlanta. She said that “seeing Those interested in readhundreds of Asians across ing further about gengenerations and cultures, dered orientalism in
and supported by hun- Western history can find
dreds of allies, rally and Karen J. Leong’s “The Chimarch in solidarity was so na Mystique” as an eBook
encouraging.” In addition, at the library. For a genera series of 14 faith-based al history of various Asian
rallies around the coun- American experiences in
try were held on Sunday, the West, refer to the reMarch 28, organized by cent PBS documentary
local church leaders and “Asian Americans.”
mobilizers alongside the
Asian American Chris- Note: The next addition of
tian Collaborative, with The Bagpipe may feature
a three-fold purpose, “to
lament, pray, and mobi- a second article further
lize.” Yang helped organize discussing aspects of this
the Atlanta rally, attended history as well as personby a few Covenant stu- al accounts by those in
dents, alumni and facul- the Covenant community
ty. Uniquely, these rallies
were primarily organized who have experienced anand led by Asian Ameri- ti-Asian racism firsthand.
can Christian women.
Students, staff, or faculty
who would like to be interYang said, “While Asian viewed for this article can
cultures are more collectivist, unity is not seen submit their name to Kelli
within the Asian church or Davy by email.
in America.” She said
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THE RETURN OF THE
CHAMPIONS
by Nathan Castillo

The legacy of my intramural volleyball team began in the spring of 2018.
I was a decently sought
after recruit, but I wasn’t
sure which team I would
sign on with. On the one
hand, I could join my
brother Jacob Castillo ’19
and roommate Zac Mcdonald ’20 team. They
had height and strength,
but part of me wanted to
take my talents elsewhere.
However, while some offers came through from
other teams, none were as
good as the first.
It was obvious our team

had talent from our first
game. We had size, speed,
and experience. We were
good with blocks and
had some of the hardest hitters in the league.
It looked like our team
was the #1 seed and the
sure A-league champions.
Sadly, we started off one
of our games on a rough
start and couldn’t regain
the lead. This ruined our
chances to win the league
and all hopes of us having
a championship squad
vanished. It was a sad loss
which was only heightened by the fact that we
were losing a large number of senior players.

The next season we came
back with a vengeance.
We picked up new and
promising recruits: Josh
Mcdonald ’21, Ben Beatty ’21 and Alex Stayte
’21. There was something
we needed to prove: that
we were a championship
squad. Our competition
was fierce, but we played
well and with spirit.

wanted to get used to. The
next year came about and
we were ready to defend
our title. Sadly, we were
all sent home because of
COVID-19 and were not
able to play intramurals.
Coming back to campus
last fall brought a return of
many normal parts of college life. One of the things
that did not fully return
was intramural sports
like indoor basketball or
indoor volleyball. While
sports like dodgeball and
badminton were exciting
to play, they aren’t to the
status of traditional intramurals.

Soon we made it to the
prestigious and competitive C-league championship. All pressure was on
us, everyone was watching, and the nerves were
getting to us. Luckily, we
played like we knew we
could, and we ended up
getting the win.
Then on April 5, Jon Gin,
the intramural director
We were ecstatic. What and assistant women’s
we trained and fought basketball coach, sent out
for was finally ours. We the exciting news that inwere C-league champi- tramural volleyball was
ons, and it was a title we returning, and it is going

to be outdoors. This is exciting as it sparks the return of some of the traditional intramural sports.
For all who are not sure
about playing intramurals, I would say you totally should. Not only are
they fun but you don’t
need to have any experience to play them. Intramural volleyball is a great
way to meet new people
and to play sports you
have never tried before.
Can’t wait to see a lot of
new players out there as
me and my teammates
attempt to defend our
C-league title.
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SABBATH

BY: KRISTY STAPLETON
Fresh breezes usher in a new week,
Cleansing the atmosphere of the last;
Inhale; exhale; the sky welcomes our breath
The sun graces us for the first time in a week,
And the wind whispers a promised rest;
Even the flagpole mimics a gentle chime;
We find solitary spots
and embrace
the pause
--------------One kind acquaintance
Wearing a red ribbon
Sitting alone on the chapel steps
Blows bubbles
They drift carefree away
---------------I want to lay
Beneath the bare sky
And drink in every precious moment
But a stark white page
Pleads for my gaze
GEM Anscombe
Tells me why Hume was wrong

A PRAYER FOR
SINGLENESS
BY: SLOANE HOPKINS

Oh beloved Jesus, sometimes when we find ourselves single
(perpetually so, or yet again) it can be so defeating.
Father, you said it is not good for man to be alone, and it is
so easy for us to take that to mean we should all get married.
Spirit working in us, you know the desires of our hearts.
We long to be loved.
Lord, teach us patience for this season of singleness. Show
us your goodness. Show us the richness that is ours by this
calling. Teach us to trust you fully with our hearts before
we even consider the thought of giving them to another.
Jesus, remind us of what you said: “greater love has no one
than this: those who would lay down their life for their
friends.” Teach us the glory of friendship, a gift you yourself
so clearly treasured. May we never ignore or neglect the
intimacy to be found in friendship.
Tenderly remind us that above and before anything or
anyone else, you have called us Beloved. May our restless
hearts find rest in you.
And so: amen.

I listen
Unwillingly
It’s the Sabbath;
Can Anscombe wait?

GRAMMY AWARD
2021 ROUNDUP
by Liv Mineo

The Grammy Awards
ceremony this year was
held in the Los Angeles Convention Center on March 14, 2021
and hosted by Trevor
Noah. It was originally
scheduled for January
31, 2021, but was postponed due to a spike in
COVID-19 cases.
According to the Grammy website, history
was made this year.
Beyonce became the
most-awarded
woman in Grammy history,
Taylor Swift became
the first woman to win
a third album of the
year, and Megan Thee
Stallion “acted as an
empowering avatar for
the female-led pop vanguard.”
As usual, the Grammys were not free from

controversy this year.
According to The New
York Times, “the industry is waging a war for
the soul of the Grammys after years of accusations of bias and complaints over the opaque
voting system that critics say is unfair and out
of touch.” The Times
went on to say that the
biggest controversy this
year involves The Week- nd received zero nomnd.
inations for the 2021
Grammys.”
Rolling Stone wrote,
“‘After Hours,’ released This came as a shock
in March, was one of to fans and especially
2020’s biggest commer- to The Weeknd himcial success stories, with self, who has been com1.8 billion streams to plaining for years about
date, according to Al- the Grammys and the
pha Data. Its second way that the voting and
single, ‘Blinding Lights,’ nominations take place.
became a blockbust- The Grammys have long
er with help from a received criticism from
popular TikTok dance what some say is bias
trend, with 882 million towards artists of color,
streams. Despite those and The Weeknd being
metrics…the
Week- snubbed definitely did
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not help with the Gram- and BTS performed
mys’ image.
“Dynamite.”
This ceremony, though,
was not void of amazing
performances or nominations. Billboard helps
to break down some of
the major performances. Harry Styles opened
the night with “Watermelon Sugar,” Post
Malone sang “Hollywood’s Bleeding,” using
a choir that looked like
it came out of a movie,
Silk Sonic performed
“Leave the Door Open,”

Some of the major winners were Billie Elish’s
“Everything I Wanted”
for Record of the Year,
Taylor Swift’s “folklore”
for Album of the Year,
Megan Thee Stallion for
Best New Artist, and
Harry Styles’s “Watermelon Sugar” for Best
Pop Solo Performance.
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DINNER WITH DAVE: SOMEONE
FINALLY GOES TO SUGAR’S RIBS
by David Gaffin
Thank you for reading
the first installment of
Dinner with Dave, a
new column of restaurant reviews that will
appear in each issue of
the Bagpipe. I think it
will be a wonderful way
to introduce Chattanooga to the Covenant
community, especially
freshmen who haven’t
experienced the city
pre-COVID-19.
On any given Saturday
night, you and your
friends have probably
driven west down Highway 24 to Cookout or
Waffle House. There, on
the straight stretch before the highway curves
around
Missionary
Ridge, a neon sign confronts you as if it were
the writing on the wall
itself. In bright red, it

says “Sugar’s Ribs.” I bet
you’ve said to yourself,
“Maybe one day, we’ll
go there to eat instead.”
If you’re anything like
me, you probably haven’t made the trek yet,
but last month I finally
went.

and illuminated the valley below. A view second only to our beloved
mountain’s.
Food Quality: Not surprisingly, ribs are what
Sugar’s Ribs does best,
and they don’t take any
shortcuts with them.
Their ribs are slowsmoked in order to absorb a rich smoky flavor, and in the process,
they form a hard crust
on the outside while
remaining soft and tender on the inside. As for
their chicken and beef
brisket, I was less impressed. Both were a little dry, and neither had
the full-bodied flavor of
the pork ribs. My brisket
sandwich was redeemed
only by the assortment
of seven different barbecue sauces to try on it.

Restaurant
aesthetic:
Entering the restaurant,
behind the bright teal,
yellow and red walls of
the counter, you get a
glimpse into the kitchen. Chicken is cooking in a rotisserie oven;
you get a full look at the
kitchen team making
every order. The color and décor evoke the
nostalgia of a drive-in
diner with its jukebox,
old timey Coke ads and
roadmaps, but the real
kicker is the view. We
saw the sunset and as
the daylight died, the
city lights came to life Cost: On a college bud-
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get, Sugar’s Ribs is not
cheap, but it is doable.
My colleague and I each
got an entrée and also
shared 3 spare ribs, and
with a tip, it came to
about $40.

see myself going back
there in a month or
two and enjoying some
Smoked Pork Butt Tacos. And as a side note,
there are goats in an
open next to the restaurant that you can go and
Overall assessment: I pet—definitely a plus.
think this would be a
great date spot, especial- If you have any suggesly when it’s warmer and tions for restaurants
you can sit on the porch. I should highlight, I’d
I would recommend it love to hear about it.
as much for the view as Feel free to send an
I would for the food. In email at david.gaffin@
other words, the view covenant.edu.
was exceptional and the
food was fairly good. I

OPINIONS

THROUGH A ZOOM
CALL PIXELATED

by Sydney Teagarden

teracting with them in
person, given the short“For now we see in a comings of the medium
mirror dimly, but then we are currently getting
face to face”
by with.
1 Corinthians 13:12a
NASB
A recent Stanford study
on “Zoom fatigue” has
This verse inspired the shown that the convertitle of one of my favor- sations we have with
ite albums—“A Mirror professors, friends and
Dimly” by Citizens— family over video calls
and also offers one of are more stressful for
the most profound our brains than in-perhopes I’ve ever tried to son conversations bewrap my head around. cause we have to wait
However, since we have and wade through artipretty great mirrors in ficial buffering to interthis century, the impact ject, laugh or even see
of the metaphor never the facial expressions of
actually hit me until this the ones we love.
last year, when a significant amount of my rela- God programmed us to
tionships went through relate face-to-face, and
the wringer of video even our best technolocalls.
gy will never be able to
truly replicate that deAll the lagging, dropped sign in a way that isn’t
calls and the amount of draining for us.
times I’ve said “what??”
have brought me to the At the same time, we
place where I can finally are wearing masks over
grasp the concept of be- our mouths and noses,
ing in a significant rela- which strains our brains
tionship with someone, by taking away vital fabut eagerly awaiting in- cial and tonal recogni-

tion tools. Our brains
then have to work overtime to recognize people
and read their body language during conversation, which sometimes
makes time spent with
others more draining
than refreshing. (You
may have been an introvert before, but now you
have science backing
you up!)
“Oh, that I could see your
face / How I’m longing
for that day”
Jon Guerra, “Kingdom
of God”
How does all of this
disconnected relational
reality translate to our
relationship with God,
in this time when we’re
also isolated from those
He gave us to be in community with?
Due to this past year of
restricted relationships,
we can now understand
even more deeply the
coveted beauty of seeing someone you love
face to face. Going back
to 1 Corinthians, we see
God right now as over
a video call, complete
with low-res video and
spotty audio.

Someday, however, we’ll
see Him not just in HD,
not even just in 4K (that
our eyes can’t even see
or comprehend fully!),
but face to face! Right
now, it feels like His face
has been covered with
a mask, so that we can’t
quite see His face or
hear His voice well.
As much as I’ve been
isolated from some
of my relationships, I
know that I’ve always
been isolated from God
by my sin. To restore
this broken relationship, I look first at what
I’ve done to overcome
the obstacles between
me and my friends in
this microcosm of separation. We eat outside,
send letters, call and
make the most of the
means of communication we’ve been given,
even though they aren’t
perfect.
Translating that to both
our individual and corporate
relationships
with God, we overcome
the distance and separation by meeting Him
at His appointed times,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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ZOOM CALL

grow us and mold us
during this time.

as well as by creating
our own. We commune
with Him and His body
on Sunday mornings,
and we take time out
of our days to talk to
Him. We ask Him to
meet us in our exhaustion when we physically cannot put forth the
effort, knowing that His
grace is not dependent
on ourselves. We reread
His love letter to us, the
Book that tells us who
He is, who Love Himself actually is, and what
His face truly looks like.
We cling to Him, knowing that His Spirit, the
Comforter, is living inside us and working to

“I don’t want to look in a
stranger’s eyes
When I come into this
place
Let me grow familiar
with the lines
The lines upon your face”
Tenth Avenue North, “I
Confess”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

One of the greatest dangers to our Christian
walk is growing complacent and confident
enough to believe that
we can handle life on
our own. Living in an
era of obvious discomfort helps us keep our
eyes on God, and that
might not be such a bad
thing after all.
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DON’T UNDERESTIMATE
COMMUNITY

by Kalyn Stang

I think just about every
student here has either
asked or been asked how
they were doing, and
the answer was “busy”
or “tired.” Especially as
the end of the semester
gets closer, it seems like
there is never enough
time in the day to get
everything done, and
motivation and sleep are
high on the list of things
we always want but never seem to have enough
of. When all of this is
compounded with a
high level of stress, it’s
hard to carve out time
to invest in other people, leading us to isolate
ourselves in either our
own personal worlds or
the worlds connected to

our screens.

While there are times
when it’s important to go
off and be by ourselves,
a part of me wonders if,
even in our busiest moments, investing in our
community could be
one of the most valuable
and healthy ways to be
refreshed and even motivated to get through
our responsibilities and
reach our deadlines.
As people who spend
a large part of our lives
right now at Covenant
College, we have a very
unique privilege and
opportunity to live in a
small community that
we may never have in
the same way in the
future. For those who

have the meal plan, the
Great Hall is almost
always available to go
sit and commune with
people over meals, and
public places like lobbies are filled with people talking and hanging
out on a regular basis.
In our busyness, it is so
easy to let those opportunities pass us by, and
to keep walking on or go
sit by ourselves, but even
just dedicating fifteen
minutes (or two!) to be
intentional by stopping
and asking people how
they are doing can make
all the difference in the
world. We may be surprised to find how many
people we run into just
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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walking across campus,
and how much better
a mood it puts us in to
just say hello to a friend.
We won’t be hurting for
the two minutes it takes,
and there is something
heartwarming
about
acknowledging others

08
by name and being ac- it towards other people
knowledged ourselves. is so gratifying, because
people have so many inSo, even though for the teresting things to say if
majority of us, life is only we take the time to
crazy and busyness is ask them the right questhe norm, I’d suggest tions and listen to them
that making the time talk about what they like
for community will al- and what is going on
ways be time well spent. in their lives. Not only
Taking the focus off of that, but when we take
ourselves and turning the time to get to know

people, even sitting in a
classroom or doing our
job becomes meaningful because we know
that we are surrounded
by people we care about.

whole lot more interesting, because we never stop learning from
the intentional conversations we have with
those around us. Never
underestimate the powWhen we open our er of community—a
hearts to love and be simple hello goes a long
loved, our worlds get a way.
whole lot bigger, and,
frankly, our lives get a

PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE:
REFLECTIONS ON A FIRST
ANNIVERSARY

by Hezekiah Brown

It has been a little over a
year since we were sent
home due to the coronavirus pandemic—the
email was sent out on 12
March 2020. For many
of us, quarantine was a
time to slow down and
think about life: what
do we value, what do
we miss and what do
we honestly not care
about that we thought
we couldn’t go without?
It was a time that many
people began or went
back to hobbies like gardening, painting, home
improvement projects
and the like.

Quarantine forced us
to ask questions about
what we truly value, and
work/life debates came
back much more than
in the last few years.
And though all of these
things are helpful, I
want to ask what might
seem a slightly metaphysical and abstract
question, but one that I
think is eminently practical in daily life: Where
do you live?

Do you live in the present? It is one thing to
say that we live in the
present, in light of the
past and in hope of the
future, but it is quite anIt was also a time where other to actually do it.
people thought about
what they missed: in- Throughout this panteracting with people demic I have heard
face to face, rather than many people wish for
through a screen; get- a return to life before
ting the energy rush of the pandemic, and even
walking down the street more people (myself
in a city; or having the included) wonder if
experience of sitting in a and when life will recafé and simply watch- turn to normal again. I
ing the people around think that we have also
seen plenty of inspirayou.

tional posts about what
the author (probably a
workaholic introvert)
has learned or gained
during
quarantine.
Without
disparaging
any of these reactions,
I think that all of them
are missing one thing or
another.
To those who dream of
days gone by, don’t forget that we remember
things as better than
they actually were. The
political issues that
came to the forefront
in 2020 already existed
before the pandemic,
and if the virus hadn’t
exacerbated those issues
something else would
have.
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who wish we could still
live in the monastic
seclusion of self-improvement, remember
that you are called to
be in community and
that, contrary to our
American ideals, there
are greater things than
To those who dream of self-improvement.
a spring where we can
leave the house without For all of its pains and
masks and hand sani- problems I think that
tizer, recognize that life 2020 truly was a blesswill be different then ing and curse; they are
and that there are still usually the same things
sacrifices to be made after all. For all of the
now.
troubles that came out
of it, like loss of jobs
And, finally, to those and heightened political
tensions, there are still
helpful things that came
out of it. Being forced to
stop working, especially
for workaholic Americans, I think allowed us
to see one of our idols
more clearly than otherwise would have been
possible. And for all of
the trouble that the election caused, I have been
convinced again that
it shows that in many
ways we are more Republican or Democrat
than we are Christian.
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2020 gave us a moment
to stop and think in our
hectic lives. It has shown
us what we should value

and what we don’t value enough, but it also
showed us what we value too much.
Look to the past, without rose-colored lenses.
Look to the future, and
far enough ahead that
we actually know that all
problems will be solved
completely, and not just
until the next social,
political, economic, or
health crisis shows up.
And live in the present,
looking at what God has
already done, knowing
what he will do, and relying on him today to
focus on and emphasize
what truly matters.

