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Day of Prayer Gives Respite
in Busy February

How students spent their first day
off from classes of the semester
Page 1

THE BAGPIPE
Abroad in Mexico

Multicultural Program to
Host Culture Fest

Popular student-run event
returns to campus for week-long
celebration in March
Page 1

A Covenant climber recounts his
winter break trip to the cliffs of
Potrero Chico

Covenant Rents Out Fort O
AMC
Students enjoy a return to the
movies as CAB gets creative with
COVID-friendly events
Page 5
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After seeing the success of the
Conversations about Culture

and Race series from last semester, faculty and staff wanted to pursue a similar format
for discussing mental health
and sexuality, giving students
an opportunity to ask questions, process and discuss difficult topics.
“It’s important to provide students this opportunity, because when [they] leave here,
these are things that [they] are
going to talk about anyway,”
said Nesha Evans, the coordinator of the Conversations
about Culture and Race.

Student Leadership, and Hannah Bloomquist, Resident
Director of Andreas and the
Student Apartments, are coordinating the Conversations
on Sexuality with Covenant’s
Sexuality Committee. This
committee, which includes
Dr. Hans Madueme, Sarah
Erickson ’17, Chaplain Grant
Lowe, and a few others, exists
in order to discuss how to better engage the student body
on topics of sexuality within a
biblical framework.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

CULTIVATING AN INTERDISCIPLINARY
APPROACH TO SKILLS DEVELOPMENT
by Davy Codington
One of Covenant College’s recent pursuits to foster academic excellence among its students is its certificate programs
for undergraduates.
Covenant has long sought to be
a place that affirms the idea of
an interdisciplinary education.
As a liberal arts school, its core
curriculum is structured to
expose students to each of the
major academic disciplines,
including humanities, social
and natural sciences and the
arts. In support of this agenda,
academic certificate programs
move beyond the traditional
collection of majors, offering
unique combinations of classes on a focused topic.

There are currently seven certificates, including certificates
in Arts Administration, Entrepreneurship, Environmental
Stewardship and Sustainability, Journalism and Society,
Medical Ethics Consultation,
Neuroscience, and Teaching
English to Speakers of Other
Languages (TESOL). The first
certificates were offered in
2019.
Dr. Bill Davis, Coordinator
of the Medical Ethics Consultation certificate program,
originally pitched the idea to
offer certificates. After that, he
said, “an outside market analysis identified undergraduate
certificates as an offering that
would help prospective students look twice at a school
that emphasized the liberal

arts.”
Davis explained that two primary purposes for starting the
programs were to foster the development of student skill sets
and make it easier for students
to navigate internships and
practical opportunities. The
program especially emphasizes opportunities off-campus.
Dr. Jay Green, Interdisciplinary Program Coordinator and
professor of history, likens the
certificate programs to “interdisciplinary minors.”
Dr. Heath Garris, Coordinator for the Environmental
Stewardship and Sustainability program, said that “they
differ from more traditional
certificate programs [which]
confer external recognition

Signs of the Times

A reflection on God’s faithfulnes and the importance of
being ready for His return

DAY OF PRAYER
GIVES RESPITE IN
BUSY FEBRUARY

MULTICULTURAL
PROGRAM TO PUT
ON CULTURE FEST

This semester’s Day of Prayer
simultaneously
celebrated
Martin Luther King Jr. Day,
which led to a unique experience for those who have just
transferred to Covenant or
those who are experiencing
Day of Prayer for the first time.

Have you ever seen a fashion
show with clothes that are popular in India, or a quinceañera
dress from South America?
Have you ever tasted foods
from countries around the
world, or heard singing from
an African choir? Covenant’s
Multicultural Program (MCP)
is hard at work preparing all
these things and more for this
year’s week-long Culture Fest
in March.

by Sara Rogers

Afterwards, most students dispersed to the halls to spend
time in prayer with their hallmates or to take part in joint
hall adventures. Two halls
from Founders, Jungle and
Ekklesia, decided to have a
pancake breakfast that quickly
turned into a contest between
Anna Shields ’23 and Casen
Bailey ’24 to see who could
make the most pancakes, with
the winner being Shields by
a landslide. They ended their
brother-sister hall event with a
reading of Psalm 40 from Bailey.

Emily Balint hopes these con-

Emily Balint, Coordinator of
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The day started out with a 7
a.m. sunrise service. The cold
weather and gusting winds
had no effect on the absolutely beautiful sunrise, accompanied by a wonderful group
of singers and Martin Luther
King Jr.’s “I Have a Dream”
speech. Those that attended
also received hot chocolate and
donuts, and had the chance to
sing together.

On February 24 almost every
seat available in the chapel
was filled with students, staff
and faculty for the discussion titled “Conversation on
Sexuality: Same-Sex Attraction & LGBTQ+ Questions.”
The Conversations series on
Wednesday nights has been
expanded to include not only
discussions about culture and
race but also about sexuality
and mental health, and they’re
attracting quite a crowd.
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WEDNESDAY NIGHT PANELS
HOSTED ON RACISM, SEXUALITY,
AND MENTAL HEALTH

by Kelli Hansen
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from an academic society or
government agency to credential professionals.” While not
accredited by outside institutions, Covenant’s certificates
do encourage students to explore new topics such as medical ethics, entrepreneurship or
journalism.
Several of the certificate programs also provide opportunities directly in their field of
focus. For medical ethics consultation, students will work
closely with professionals in
medical ethics. Here they will
join in ethics committee conversations to practice what is
learned in the classroom. Pairing coursework with practicums is meant to “help current
and prospective students see
what they might do with a major,” Davis said.
Students who have completed
the medical ethics certificate
may have unique opportunities to join in critical decision
making on behalf of others

by Hannah Urban

Every year, the MCP puts together Culture Fest, one of the
biggest multicultural events
on campus. It is an event that
allows minority students to
display to the campus their
culture and its beauty through
food, music, dancing, song
and a fashion show. The MCP
offers students this culturally
enriching experience as a way
to celebrate diversity and share
its beauty with the Covenant
community.
Viona Brown ’22 is in charge of
Culture Fest this year and expressed her love for the unique
event.
“Culture Fest is one of the singular opportunities that I as
an international student get to
share my culture with the rest
of campus. Not just my friends
or my roommates, but literally

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
in various situations, such as
health crises or difficult seasons of life. The skill to think
and act critically during crises
or moments of intense suffering is increasingly relevant not
only to health care but also to
those in an aging society in
need of ethically-sturdy pastoral care.
Practicums are a key piece in
several of Covenant’s certificate programs, including the
programs for TESOL, Environmental Stewardship and
Sustainability, and Entrepreneurship. Those in the stewardship and sustainability program will complete 40 hours
in an environmentally-relevant public service with a local
community partner such as
the Lookout Mountain Conservancy or the Chattanooga
Audubon Society. For students
interested in sustainability,
community partnership, and
the environment, this is an ex-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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versations will encourage a
better understanding of God’s
design for sexuality. She said,
“I just don’t think that the average student can articulate what
the Bible actually says about
the purpose and design for human sexuality and why God’s
design is actually good for us.
Or even if a student does hold
similar convictions, they may
not know how to articulate
those convictions to others, or
how their beliefs should impact their day-to-day life.”
Balint continued, “I hope students leave these conversations knowing what God’s design and purpose for sexuality
is, truly believing that God’s
Word about sexuality is good
and true, and feeling better
able to articulate those beliefs
and convictions to others, in
a way that is truth-filled and
grace-filled.”

DAY OF PRAYER

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
From 12 p.m. to 3 p.m. people
attended prayer time inside
the chapel, followed by a lecture from Johnathan Johnson.
The lecture was only attended
by eight people, four of them
from Balcony.

CULTURE FEST

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
the rest of campus gets to see
and experience some part of
Africa that I have given them,”
she said. “Even if you haven’t
been to those countries represented on campus, being able
to witness and partake in the
event just makes you feel like
you’re there.”
Rehearsals for Culture Fest
2021 began as soon as students got back onto campus.
The African Choir and K-pop
have rehearsals twice a week,
and Flag Dance meets once a
week. “We have been ‘all hands
on deck’ from the start of the
semester to make sure that
our event this year goes off
smoothly,” Brown said. Cul-

INTERDISCIPLINARY
APPROACH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

cellent opportunity to network
and gain practical experience.
Those who choose to learn
entrepreneurship with Leda
Goodman will identify problems in the world around them
as they prepare to form teams,
write and pitch team business
plans, and use business model
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To provide a well-rounded
perspective throughout the
four conversations this semester, the panelists will include
men and women at different
stages in life with different sexual attractions and struggles
but who all, “believe that God’s
Word on sexuality is good
news for them, and who are
living in faithfulness,” Balint
said.
The Conversations series is
also slated to address topics relating to mental health. These
conversations are organized by
Becca Moore, Coordinator of
Student Success. She recognizes that mental health is a common struggle for college students and she wants to address
that. “We want to make sure
we are cultivating a culture as
Christians and at Covenant
that cares deeply about understanding and caring for mental
health,” Moore said.
The conversations will touch
on a variety of topics from
identifying problems and nav-

The lecture focused on three
key topics: prefer grace, promote growth, and don’t throw
away people. These key aspects,
in the words of Lucy Sicks ’24,
“change how we as Christians
enter into discussions in a culture who would rather cancel
people than engage those with
differing views.”
For both Caroline Webb ’24
ture Fest events will be spread
out over the week of March 14,
with different cultures featured
on different days of the week.
Some things will be different
this year to remain safe during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Instead of individual students
cooking food from different
cultures to share with other
students, the MCP is coordinating with the Great Hall to
provide foods from different
continents throughout Culture Fest week. As previously
mentioned, the event is spread
out over a week with different
parts each night and a finale with everyone on Saturday
night. All finale events will be
livestreamed and put online
for those who cannot attend in
person.

generation tools, such as the
CO.STARTERS canvas. Program participants will also be
considered for a scholarship
to spend a week in California with the Praxis Academy,
a community pioneering redemptive
entrepreneurship
in everyday business and innovation. Students interested
should contact Leda Goodman
at leda.goodman@covenant.
edu to learn more about Praxis
Activate, an informative virtual event coming up on March

COVID-19 UPDATE

igating emotions concerning
body image and codependent
relationships. “The goal of the
conversations is to help normalize the need to care for our
mental health. I hope these
conversations can help people
invite others into their own
stories in the midst of struggling with mental health concerns. I hope it can also help
equip students to walk alongside others well and grow in
empathy and grace,” Moore
said.
So far, these conversations
have been helpful to students
in many ways. Casen Bailey
’24 has attended every conversation so far and has “absolutely loved them.” He noted that
“[t]here is a perspective that
the church has not handled issues of sex and race very well
recently. These conversations
are so proactive and intentional and I think point to a desire
for us to care about these issues
and go about them rightly.”
Anna Mcdonald ’23 discussed

and Sicks, the lecture was insightful and encouraging.
They both had only positive
things to say about the event.
For Sicks, this lecture “deeply
encouraged me to enter into
our culture with love and grace
towards others.”
The day ended with a concert
from the Hill Sisters, three
Covenant College singers who
Despite these changes, students are working hard alongside the leaders of Culture Fest
to make the event fun for all of
campus. Michaela Lenk ’21 is
participating in the Flag Dance
and performing a hymn in
Turkish.
“I am most excited about being
able to share the culture that I
grew up in and see other cultures as well. Because no one
here speaks the language of the
country I grew up in, or really
knows its culture, it is very nice
to have a place where I can celebrate that culture because it
means a lot to me,” Lenk said.
Csenge Futo ’24 is in the African Choir, the Flag Dance and
is singing a Hungarian song
with another Hungarian student on campus. She is excit15.
Another attractive aspect of
the entrepreneurship certificate program is the Seed Project, which should re-launch in
the next year. The Seed Project
consists of drafting a business
plan and pitching it in competition for up to $10,000 of
start-up capital. The beauty of
this certification is that it complements all majors and builds
on what alumni have been doing organically for decades.

BY: DAVY CODINGTON

how beneficial the conversations have been for her personal faith. “These discussions
provide me with goals I can
have about my relationship
with God,” she said. “The questions addressed in the conversations help me to analyze my
faith and give me pointers
about where to look in Scripture to find answers or encouragement for aspects of my faith
I need to nurture and call upon
the Holy Spirit to mend.”
Kaity Shelley ’22 has also really
appreciated the space created
by these conversations for topics to be discussed graciously by people who truly love
God. The conversations have
benefited her and helped her
to grow personally, helping
her learn about the narratives
of others and herself. Shelley
said, “It’s interesting how you
can find your own voice when
listening to other people’s.”
She also noted how humbling
it was to know that “you don’t
know everything. Your experi-

often perform in chapel. Tacy
Snyder ’22, the RA of Jungle
hall, did have the chance to attend. “I really enjoyed it!” she
said. “I didn’t have the chance
to stay for the full concert, but
what I heard was amazing!”

ences are valid, your narrative
is valid, but it’s only one book.
There’s so many others. You’re
living in a library of stories and
you only get to read so many,
you only get to experience
so many, so be open to the
thought that you haven’t read
some.”
The conversations have provided a unique opportunity for
students, faculty and staff to
wrestle with important questions together. Shelley echoed
the hopes of those coordinating the event when she said
these conversations reminded
her that “I don’t have to think
about all these things by myself.”
As these conversations continue on Wednesday nights and
consistently probe into deep,
difficult topics, it’s the hope
of the coordinators that they
continue to grow, stretch and
strengthen the Covenant community.

students. Those interviewed
all look forward to their future
days of rest and the connections they will bring.

Overall, this semester’s Day of
Prayer was full of rest and relaxation, as well as chances to
connect with other Covenant
ed about being able to watch
other performances and enjoy
all the other acts. “It makes me
very happy to be a part of this
because I love celebrating our
differences and our colorfulness,” Futo said.
From several students working
to make Culture Fest happen,
the response was the same: joy
at the opportunity to share in
different friends’ cultures and
be a part of a fun campus-wide
event. Josiah Cannon ’21 is
participating in the African
Choir for the first time. He
said, “Being a part of Culture
Fest is special because I get
to represent cultures that are
special to my friends’ lives and
have fun doing it… the opportunity to represent the school
like this is awesome.”

Most importantly, the certificate programs expand what
students see themselves doing
in society during and after college. Many of the certificate
programs provide a direct
route for students to engage
in public life. Some students at
Covenant may find themselves
tempted to define the college
experience by their academic
major. Certificate programs
offer a way to be creative with
a model of education that is
dominated by selecting and

This joyful enthusiasm for Culture Fest comes from both the
students and everyone in the
Multicultural Program itself.
“[The MCP team has] been
fundamental and instrumental
to the actual working of Culture Fest,” said Brown. “From
March 14 to March 20 everything that happens in there is
a result of all the work they’ve
been doing since the start of
the semester.”
The behind-the-scenes work
of the Multicultural Program
is what keeps Culture Fest
running smoothly and what
makes it such a fun event for
campus to enjoy.

adhering to a single major.
This promotes the construction of diverse narratives for
what a liberal arts experience
could look like.
Readers interested in learning more about the certificate
programs can find out more at
www.covenant.edu/academics/undergrad/certificates.

This issue’s pandemic commentary is on hiatus due to some serious
stacking of senior deadlines

SPORTS
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ABROAD IN MEXICO:
A COVENANT CLIMBER TAKES ON
THE CLIFFS OF CHICO CANYON
by Alex Stayte

Occasionally, things got
a bit scarier, like when
I started lead climbing.
Lead climbing involves
clipping the rope into
bolts along the route,
which requires a climber to climb above their
protection in order to get
to the next bolt. If a lead
climber falls while above
their last bolt, they fall at
least double the distance
from that bolt.

I recently took a trip to
El Potrero Chico, Mexico, for some world-class,
multi-pitch sport climbing. This trip prompted
me to ask what made rock
climbing and other ‘extreme’ sports so unique.
The simple answer is that
through rock climbing,
I’ve pushed myself to the
limit in multiple ways that
I’ve never experienced in
any other activity.
By the time I traveled to
Mexico in January to visWhen I say pushing my- it Caleb McNaughton ’20,
self to the limit, I don’t I had been climbing for
just mean being physi- about two and a half years
cally incapable of doing and thought I had gotten
something. I’ve experi- over my fears. The 500enced that plenty of times and 1500-foot-tall climbs
in non-extreme sports. in Potrero Chico Canyon
For example, most of the quickly proved this astime I can’t dunk a basket- sumption wrong. These
ball, and I’ve never been kinds of heights presented
able to hit a home run. In a totally new mental and
climbing, I’ve certainly hit emotional challenge that
physical limits, but in my the 60-90 foot Chattanooexperience, climbing goes ga cliffs couldn’t prepare
beyond the physical.
me for.
I have been challenged
mentally and emotionally while climbing, in ways
I’ve never experienced in
other activities. When I
first began climbing I was
nervous that my belayer
or equipment would fail,
causing me to fall, but I
was determined to get
to the top, so I pushed
through and those fears
dissipated the more I got
used to climbing.

physical challenge in that
it was an endurance battle
that could take us up to
seven hours to complete.
Although I had trained
physically and knew my
gear was designed to
handle more force than I
could even generate, the
emotional battle was far
from over.
Several times I had to
keep myself from panicking when leading a tough
pitch (rope length section
of a climb) with hundreds
of feet of exposure below
me. It was difficult to force
myself to concentrate on
where I was putting my
feet when every time I
looked down to search for
the next foothold, I could
see our vehicle, which
looked to be nothing
more than a red speck in
the riverbed below.
Once on the climb, I fell
20 feet. The rope caught
me, my belayer was ready
for me and I was uninjured physically, but after
the adrenaline wore off, I
was essentially paralyzed
by fear for a moment. My
instincts wouldn’t let me
climb above my last piece
of protection. My partner
ended up having to lead
that pitch for me.

The mental challenge
consisted of concentrating on the immediate
next moves and not getting distracted by the literally dizzying heights or
the hawks flying beneath
my feet. Another mental
challenge was remembering all the procedures
for tying various knots, I was frustrated with mybuilding anchors at bolts self because I knew that
and belaying my partner. I could climb at this difficulty. I knew mentally
It was also a totally new that the bolts were no dif-
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ferent at this height, and
knew for a fact that my
gear would catch me, as
I had just tested that out!
Why was I scared? What
was wrong?

knowledge. The idea that
we have access to the Holy
of Holies should cause us
to “pray without ceasing.”
Yet many of us, including
myself, all of whom could
correctly answer a quesThe fact is, emotions are tion about this on a test,
sometimes totally sepa- fall far short of that stanrate from reality. Feeling dard.
emotions isn’t bad. In
fact, they are part of what I believe this is due to
makes us who we are. the fact that in our fallen
However, they shouldn’t state, our emotions don’t
rule us. I’ve noticed that always react to our menthis applies to things in tal knowledge the way
other realms of life as well. they should. We must ask
God to give us the joy unFor example, in my Chris- speakable that we should
tian walk, although I have in light of our standknow the theological re- ing before God, and for
alities of Christ’s atoning the desire to bring our
work for me on the Cross, concerns to him since we
I usually don’t respond have a great high priest.
appropriately to this

ARTS

CHATTANOOGA
CELEBRATES BLACK
HISTORY MONTH
by Allison Andrews
Black History Month is
a time for all Americans
to recognize the many
achievements that African Americans have contributed to this country.
All around the country,
various
communities
erect special monuments
and displays in order to
pay tribute to the men
and women who have
made lasting impacts on
our nation’s history.

of Chattanooga has not
always taken a leading
role in recognizing Black
History Month, local institutions have gladly participated in honoring the
holiday throughout the
month of February.

Due to the pandemic, organizations that would
have hosted in-person
gatherings for their communities opted for virtual celebrations instead.
Though COVID-19 restrictions made the norIn the past, while the city mal celebrations look a

bit different this year, local businesses and organizations in Chattanooga
adapted and continued to
celebrate and participate
in Black History Month
throughout the month of
February.
For example, the Bessie
Smith Cultural Center
(BSCC), while closed to
the public until further
notice, hosted its annual
art contest virtually and
allowed the K-12 participants to submit their art
work to be displayed in an
online gallery. The theme
of the show was “Black
History Month: Chattanooga African American
History.” The deadline
for the event was February 26 and the art from
participants will be showcased on their website at a

date that has yet to be an- playing the art of several
nounced.
Chattanooga-based artists on their social media
The BSCC also released platform. The post includspecial editions of their ed work from De Michael
series, “Bessie’s Front McGee, Willie Watkins,
Porch.” “Bessie’s Front Jessica Johnson, Kevin
Porch” is a Facebook se- Dowdy, Dennis Williams
ries in which members and Kathleen Williams.
of the board of the BSCC The artists featured are
and the broader Chatta- members of the H*Art
nooga community read Gallery’s
organization
children’s literature that and have made valuable
focuses on topics includ- contributions to the city
ing African American his- of Chattanooga.
tory and the experiences
of those in the African For the students of UTC,
American community.
the Office of Multicultural Affairs was able to hold
According to The Pulse, some in-person, socialthe H*Art Gallery, a ly-distanced gatherings
non-profit creative space throughout campus. On
offering resources and February 1, Multiculan artistic outlet for the tural Affairs handed out
citizens of Chattanooga, free Black History Month
recognized Black History T-shirts to students and
Month similarly by disCONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

hosted a Zoom concert
featuring Kofi Mawuko, a
Chattanooga-based musician, and the Ogya World
Music Band. In addition,
the Multicultural Center
also held virtual panel
discussions every Friday
of the month highlighting different prominent
African American figures
from various decades.

04
tions of Chattanooga’s celebration of Black History
Month, the community
worked together to participate in honoring African Americans by shifting
in-person events to online
forums.

It is a privilege to celebrate
Black History Month and
to recognize and honor
the people who have influenced and enriched this
nation. Hopefully, Chattanooga’s participation in
the holiday will continue
While the pandemic im- to grow throughout the
pacted the usual tradi- coming years.
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REVIEW: ALWAYS AND FOREVER
by Mally Bright

On February 12 the “To All The
Boys I’ve Loved Before” Netflix movie franchise came to a
close with the third and final
installment, “To All the Boys
Always and Forever.” Millions
of people ranging from young
teen girls to adult women and
even men of all ages who can
appreciate a good rom-com
tuned in to watch as Lara Jean
Covey and Peter Kavinsky’s
story came to the final chapter.
Long-term fans will remember when we first met the two
who started fake dating in the
first installment, “To All the
Boys I’ve Loved Before,” just
three years ago in 2018. If you
haven’t seen the movie yet, do
yourself a favor and marathon
all three. You’ll be ensured
some laughs, tears, maybe a
few cringey scenes, and a bopping soundtrack. And don’t
forget some classic montage
moments that will make you
full of nostalgia for the cinematic high school experience
you never had, full of pretty
people and background music.
Now for the movie itself. Let
me forewarn you, there will be
spoilers ahead. So grab some
popcorn and get watching if
you haven’t already, and then
come back. I’ll wait.

“Always and Forever,” the
third and most recent film
in the franchise, delightfully wrapped up the life of Lara
Jean with the perfect bow on
top. The movie opens with the
Covey sisters in South Korea
for spring break. There is a
bittersweet family moment on
a tower, and I’m adult enough
to admit it made me tear up
and want to call my mom. Of
course there are amazing shots
of delicious-looking food
and a sassy Kitty who wears
a necklace reading “feminist”
throughout the film. Lara Jean
and Peter, like any good high
school senior couple, are planning to go Stanford together,
but *gasp* Lara Jean is not accepted.

This is one of my problems
with this movie. Peter Kavinsky has to be some kind
of savant or lacrosse-playing
prodigy to both get into Stanford and get a scholarship to
boot, while Lara Jean doesn’t
even get in at all. It feels fake to
me, but I guess that’s just movie magic. When the couple is
lovingly reunited, the audience
gets to see the more awkward
and cringey side of the charming Peter Kavinsky, including
Peter in a sheet mask and a
headband and asking how to
braid Lara Jean’s hair. Also, to
make this movie feel modern,
the couple watches a mov-

JESUS MUSIC FOR
REAL

ie on a laptop while sharing
AirPods. When Lara Jean gets
rejected from Stanford, she
decides to lie to Peter and tell
him she got in but ultimately
confesses to him while on their
senior trip to New York City.
Peter is, of course, kind about
the whole thing and comes up
with a solution that she can
transfer in for their sophomore
year. They come up with a tentative plan for Lara Jean to go
to Berkeley and drive to him
on the weekends, despite her
intense hatred of driving.
The next day, while the couple is on separate tourist trips
around the city, Lara Jean and
two of her friends somehow
end up without a chaperone
and at an NYU party on the
rooftop of a building. They
galavant around the city, which
includes moving a couch via
subway, which feels on brand
for dumb college students, and
then she has the moment. She
falls in love with the city and
NYU itself.
When they return from their
NYC adventure, Lara Jean gets
into NYU and decides to go
there instead of Berkeley. After the weirdest bowling date
where Peter kisses the bowling
ball (which feels extra gross in
times of COVID) and a cute
prom scene, the couple breaks
up. While Lara Jean’s dad is

ever, both deal with faith
and worship in a more upfront manner. They are both
characterized by honest, authentic lyrics, and they feel
raw, unfiltered and deeply
personal.
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getting remarried, Peter has a
heart-to-heart with his absentee father, and it is a sweet moment. Peter is hesitant to allow
his father back into his life. But
if his relationship with Lara
Jean taught him anything it
was that love is an active choice
that requires effort. A lesson
that needs to be remembered
by all for all relationships.
After the wedding, Peter surprises Lara Jean with her signed
yearbook and they share a final
dance together to “their” song
“Beginning Middle End” by
Leah Nobel. At this point, I
will admit, the tears were really rolling down my face. The

less. This trend feels like a
letdown because it is. Music
about and for God should
be rich. It should be honest
and creative, and it should
reflect the beauty of its subby Jackson Elling
These records are remarkject. The recent Jon Foreably similar and remarkably
man and JUDAH albums
Just this February, Jon Fore- refreshing. Both Akers and There is good Christian mu- offer a fresh, real perspecman and Judah Akers, the Foreman are best known for sic being made, but genu- tive on the painful struggles
frontmen of two alterna- fronting their own bands, ine, rich, creative worship of the human experience
tive-rock bands, released Judah and the Lion and songs and albums are few and the unmatched hope of
new solo albums. Foreman Switchfoot,
respectively. and far between. The Chris- the gospel.
continued his saga of solo Neither of these bands con- tian music scene of late has
projects with his album sider themselves “Christian been dominated by gener- Foreman’s
“Departures”
“Departures,” and Akers bands,” although Switchfoot ic worship songs that feel contains 12 tracks, and they
released a worship album formerly did. Instead they mass-produced and duplic- vary widely in their subject
called “7” under his (fully produce music that is satu- itous. Their sound is remi- matter, mood and musical
capitalized) first name, JU- rated with themes of hope niscent of a Hallmark movie style. The opening song,
DAH.
amidst strife and hardship. soundtrack, and their lyrics “The Ocean Beyond The
These solo projects, how- feel canned and thought- Sea,” is epic and enchanted.

movie ends with a graduation
and the final shot of Lara Jean
in her new NYU dorm room
with a fresh lobbed off haircut.
I will admit that I am a sucker
for a sweet, almost sappy romcom. But “Always and Forever”
does it right. It follows the formula of heartbreak, tears and
cheesy moments filled with a
hope for the future. This movie has a sweet message about
family and love in general.
Love is an active choice, Lara
Jean reminds the audience. It
takes effort and time and maybe even a love letter or two.

It features a full orchestral
sound and feels like a “Lord
of the Rings” soundtrack.
The lyrics of this song are
something like epic poetry,
and they depict a hidden
world beyond the reaches
of our pain-stricken one,
where there is life abundant and eternal. Many other songs on “Departures”
evoke a similar feeling of
deep longing. Track four,
“A Place Called Earth,” features Lauren Daigle, and
the repeating hook of the
song says, “Oh how I long
for heaven in a place called
earth.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Another prevalent motif in
“Departures” is one of contemplative reflection on the
journey that is the human
experience. Track five, “Red
and Gold,” paints a picture
of a California sunset as seen
through a windshield, and it
contains the refrain, “We’re
on our way home.” Foreman
powerfully
characterizes
life in this way as a voyage
with the ultimate destination being the home that we
long for but that always feels
just out of reach. He reinforces this theme with simple, rootsy instrumentation
in most tracks, featuring
acoustic guitar, harmonica,
dressed down vocals, cello,
and light drums.
Disarming honesty comes
through in the whole of
“Departures,” as Foreman
does not shy away from
tough, unseamly topics in
his songs. Instead of blocking out spiritual doubts,
he confronts them in track
six, titled “Jesus, I Have
My Doubts.” The lyrics in
this song are sincere, and
they put words to many of
the buried questions and
thoughts that have arisen
in the midst of racial injustices, political division, and
the global pandemic. Jon
Foreman showcases in “Departures” his invaluable gift
of beautifully articulating
the very real fears, doubts,
and longings that are tied
into the journey of the human life.
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JUDAH’s album “7” is his
first solo album, and it is
a full-on worship album.
Musically, it is loud and
bold, featuring an electronic sound with heavy drums
and raw, impassioned vocals. The record came as
something of a surprise,
since Judah and the Lion is
not considered a Christian
band. It stands to reason that
JUDAH’s album thus serves
as an especially powerful
witness to Christ because
so many of his listeners will
likely be nonbelievers. This
is another factor that sets
JUDAH’s music apart from
mainstream worship music.
Their audience will be almost exclusively Christians,
whereas he will be broadcasting the message of the
gospel to an audience that
has not yet been reached in
the same way.
The lyrics in “7” are full of
a hope that feels like it is
reaching to pull its listeners
from their depths of their
darkness. This is where it
differs from the impersonal
music of the contemporary
Christian music (CCM)
scene. Mainstream CCM
songs often feel like listeners
have to rise up to their level. JUDAH’s music meets us
where we are, just as Jesus
meets us where we are. In
this way, both “7” and “Departures” more fully reflect
the Lord’s beauty.

saying that He is with us and
He is for us because of who
He is. Similarly, the album’s
opening track, “Just Because,” features the refrain,
“He loves you just because
He does.” Several of the
seven songs on the album
are full of Scripture. Track
three, “Fullness of God,” for
Track four in JUDAH’s al- example, is a meditation on
bum, “I Am,” is written like a passage from Ephesians 3.
a love letter from Jesus Himself. It offers personal en- JUDAH also does not hide
couragement from the van- from the subject of doubt
tage point of a loving father,

COVENANT RENTS OUT AMC
THEATER IN FORT OGLETHORPE
by Liv Mineo

the event and asked them
their thoughts about it. The Do you think COVID-19 reOn February 19 the Cam- following transcript is edit- strictions were met?
pus Activities Board rented ed for length and clarity.
Trent: As far as I could tell,
out the AMC movie theatre
in Fort Oglethorpe. Cove- What did you think about the COVID restrictions
were met well. The spacing
nant students were able to the event?
of seats and rows in addition
choose from different movie
options, sign up with five of Trent: I thought that the to sitting with those who
their close contacts, and get event was a brilliant idea you had ridden with seemed
free popcorn and drinks all to do something social but like a good system.
while following COVID-19 COVID-friendly. It was re- Bavcevic: I think COVID
precautions. The movie ally nice to be in a theater restrictions were definitely
choices were “The Note- with friends again, and the met. They separated groups
book,” “Mission: Impossible free popcorn and soda was by close contacts and had
- Fallout,” “Jurassic World,” great. I also appreciated the a row apart from other
“Crazy Rich Asians,” “The variety of movie choices that groups.
Cothran: It seemed like adLego Movie,” and “School of we could choose from.
Rock.”
Bavcevic: I thought that it min did a good job of keepwas a great event! It brought ing everyone distanced and
There were many students the community together in making sure that people
were masked.
that took advantage of this a unique way.
event, as it was nice to be Cothran: I thought that the
able to go somewhere off event was a great idea! It was What was your experience
the mountain. I interviewed a wonderful way to get off like?
three students, Bella Trent the mountain and do some’24, Emily Cothran ’22 and thing fun while also being Trent: I had a great experience sitting in the front
Paloma Bavcevic ’24, about safe.

Photo from sadiegouniontribune.com

Photo from imdb.com

on his album. Track two is
called “I Don’t Know If I
Believe It,” and it features
Jon Foreman. This song is a
recognition that we serve a
God that rules over doubt. It
features a chorus that says,
“I don’t know if I believe it,
but somehow I keep falling
more in love with you.”
Music is a gift. It can and
should be used to bring glory to God and to unify His
people. As Christian people,

row with no one sitting in
front or behind, eating my
free popcorn, and being
able to watch a movie on
a big screen again. It was
easy to get in once we told
the people at the door our
names, and everything went
smoothly.
Bavcevic: My experience
was super fun!
Cothran: I had so much
fun! It was great to go out
to a movie with my friends
with the peace of mind that
we were being COVID-safe.
Do you think the Campus
Activity Board made a good
decision in choosing to do a
theater takeover?
Trent: Yes, I think it was an
excellent decision.
Bavcevic: 100% it was a
brilliant idea! The event
brought the community together, was fun, and unique
and a chance to get off campus in a cool way!
Cothran: Yes for sure!
Was there anything that you
didn’t like about the event?

we, if anything, have more
of a calling to make excellent music, music that is
honest and real. The recent
albums by JUDAH and Jon
Foreman provide wonderful examples of the power
that music can have and the
beauty that it should reflect,
beauty that originates from
Jesus.

Trent: Nothing that I could
think of.
Bavcevic: Honestly, no! I
think that all of it was great
and they thought of everything even to provide
snacks!
Cothran: Nothing. It was a
great idea.
What are your thoughts on
the movie choices? Good?
Bad? Could’ve been better?
Trent: I thought that there
was a different kind of movie for everyone, across all
kinds of genres. The choices
seemed well thought out to
me.
Bavcevic: I watched “School
of Rock” and it was hilarious. Really enjoyed it. I
think the movie choices
all seemed to be good and
ranged in all movie genres.
Cothran: I thought that
the movie choices were
great! I’m sure that there
are certain movies that they
couldn’t play because of licensing and such, but I was
happy with the variety of
options that we had.
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SURRENDER
BY: KALYN STANG

My heart is beating fast as new worries flood my mind,
As all this confidence I had I’ve somehow left behind.
For God, there is so much that I know I need to do,
With fervency I want to go, to where I have no clue,
Yet I look at myself and I think with fear and shame,
God, I’m not perfect for your tasks, why do you call my name?
I have this passion for His work, but scared to do it all,
I wonder anxiously, what if I fail or fall?
I want to be one who builds up, I want to share the Name,
But what if I just hurt someone, and I’d be there to blame?
What if I lose my friends, what if I lose my pride,
What if I fail miserably even though I tried?
What if I lose it all, what if the risk’s too high?
What if God didn’t call me, what if I question why?
I lay awake still struggling, I ask God to come near,
And He, faithful, still the same, says “I am always here.”
I ask Him how to face the risks which ominously come my way,
And He tells me that the risks I fear are risks I take each day.
I may fear doing big things for God, but I don’t always fear the small,
If I can risk the little things, why can’t I risk it all?
I picture this big breakthrough where God will change my heart,
Where all my fear will vanish and I’ll be perfect from the start.
But then I realize that, in truth, God never had that plan.
Confidence in God does not mean always knowing that I can.
It doesn’t mean I’ll have the strength to break through every wall,
But that I know at some point there will be times I’ll fall.
Even through my faltering, I happily will find
That God works all for good, in deed, in thought, in mind.
I might mess up, fail utterly, cause strife or hurt or pain,
But no matter what, I know for sure God’s love will stay the same.
I’ll do my best, try to the end, and when I make mistakes,
I’ll do what I can to make amends and consequences take.
I know that I’m not perfect, but I won’t idly let life go by
Because better to try and fail than to fail and never try.
What could I ever truly lose, precious, big, or small
When I have none to own as mine, when I’ve surrendered all?
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NO PERFECT PLACES
by Cammie Messer

Last semester, an eager
previewer asked a question that caught me off
guard: “What would you
change about Covenant?”
This earnest question
from a high school senior
terrified me not only because that is such a difficult question to answer
authentically in front of a
hundred previewers, parents and admission counselors, but also because
that was the very question
I pestered students with
on college tours four years
ago.
In that moment, I must
admit that I froze and told
a half-truth to the room
full of prospective students. I said that I wished
Covenant were closer to
home (which I do) and
that I missed my siblings
(also true), but I avoided
the real question. Over
Christmas break, this
question of “What would
you change about Covenant?” somewhat haunted me, and caused me to
do some self-reflection
about myself and my time

on the mountaintop these
past three and a half years.
Here’s what I wish I would
have said: There are no
perfect places, but there
are good places. Covenant
is a good place, but not
a perfect one, and that is
okay.
I wish I would have told
that high school senior
what I wish someone
would have told me four
years earlier—that there
would be nights where
dinner in the Great Hall
was disgusting and that
there would be assignments that you didn’t
understand the point
of. There would be people who rubbed you the
wrong way and friends
who didn’t acknowledge
you after freshman year.
There would be a weird
dating culture and this
looming thing called “SIP.”
There would be chapel
talks that made you angry, and an abundance of
insecurity, loneliness, and
questioning. There would
even be PSE 152 (the required health class now
labelled HPE 152).

I also wish I would have
said that there will be
classes that would change
everything. That Dr. Kapic would make you cry
with his prayers to start
class. That there would be
countless million-dollar
sunsets. That there would
always be donuts on Day
of Prayer. That the chapel
worship team would be
incredible. There would
be O-shows, and Spring
Formals, and Jazz on the
Overlook. Screaming reunions after Thanksgiving break, and Around
Founders.
Legendary
pranks and campus-wide
pillow fights and Saturday night soccer games.
Prayers said together every Sunday night. That
there would be people
here who care about you,
who celebrate your successes with you and sit
on the floor with you and
cry bitter tears. That there
would be deep laughter
and joy.

talks about how Covenant
came to be on Lookout
Mountain in 1964. Covenant just didn’t happen to
get this property, to obtain
Carter Hall. The college’s
founders sent postcards
of Carter Hall around the
country asking people to
pray that Covenant would
acquire the property.
Lookout Mountain residents met together and
prayed that this property
would be used for God’s
glory. When Covenant
put in an asking bid significantly lower than the
asking price, the owners
I wish I would have told accepted the bid and sold
that room full of 17-year- it to them.
olds that Jesus moves and
works here in this place. So, as much as I grumIn Hugh Smith’s short his- ble and complain and
tory of Covenant College, have legitimate things
“Castle in the Clouds,” ed- that I would like to see
ited by Linda Smith ’66, he changed at 14049 Scenic

Photo from covenant.edu

Highway, this place, this
broken beautiful mountaintop experience, was
God-ordained. Without
God, Covenant wouldn’t
be here. God cares deeply about Covenant and
He cares deeply about
our time here, as beautiful or as hard as it is. In
this immensely weird and
condensed semester, in
a season of loss and uncertainty, I urge you dear
brothers and sisters to remember the Lord’s faithfulness to this place and
to His people. Covenant
isn’t a perfect place, and
that’s okay.

OPINIONS

07

HOLLYWOOD’S ABLEISM
PROBLEMS

by Sara Rogers

With the announcement
of the Golden Globes
winners on the forefront
of the mind, opinions
about whether or not the
nominations were given
to the best choices sit on
everyone’s lips. Whether the opinion is which
director was snubbed or
which TV show or movie
deserved better, one movie in particular did not deserve any of the nominations that it received.
“Music,” written and directed by the musician
Sia, certainly missed the
mark. The film follows Zu
(Kate Hudson), a newly-sober drug dealer as
she learns how to take
care of her half-sister
Music (Maddie Zeigler)
following their mother’s
death. It is then revealed
that the character Music
is actually on the autism
spectrum and throughout
the movie is shown with
different autistic characteristics.
This is an issue because
Zeigler is a neurotypical
person portraying demeaning and stereotypical characteristics of an
autistic person—and not
just that, but a non-verbal

autistic person. A “neurotypical person” is anyone
who does not fall on the
autism spectrum or any
other atypical thought
patterns or behaviours,
like ADHD, ADD, etc.
Zeigler’s attempt to portray an autistic character
is inauthentic and deeply unsettling for the sole
reason that none of the
actions that she does are
common for her. She imitates autistic people in a
neurotypical way that is
mocking and harmful.
Hollywood has an ableism
problem.

This outright ableism is
enforced not only in Hollywood but also in society
today through the missing
representation of disabled
people portrayed in a way
that is not just for pity, as
well as through the lack of
disabled talent behind the
scenes. While Sia promised accurate representation in this movie, doing
that would have meant
casting an autistic actor as
Music, and Sia did not.
Zeigler plays this harmful stereotype as if she
were wearing a costume,
stepping into the role of
someone she would never
understand, could never

SIGN OF THE TIMES
by Kalyn Stang

“It’s the birthing pains!”
“What’s happening is
a sign of the times!”
Throughout my life, I’ve
often found myself caught
in a discussion with one
or both of those phrases
connected confidently to
whatever the latest news
story is. I think that at
one point or another, we
have each found ourselves
on either one end or another of that exchange.
Those conversations so
often end in one person
rolling their eyes, or giving a heated monologue
about their personal spin
on the details, that I think
it’s safe to say that a lot of
us either try to mentally
escape or hastily give our
own opinion, with claws
bared, every time those
phrases come up.
With all the events of
2020 (and now 2021),
conversations having to
do with the end times and
Jesus coming back have
resurfaced with a passion,
and we as Christians have
to decide how to respond
each time those topics
come up.

damaging. Furthermore,
Sia worked alongside Autism Speaks, a group notorious for not actually
helping autistic people.

Beyond the casting of a
understand, in the same neurotypical actor in a
way one would try on a disabled role, the movie
pair of shoes.
also promotes harmful
responses to autistic meltAccording to Insider, Sia downs at many points
described her choice of throughout the movie. To
hiring Ziegler as nepo- note, a “meltdown” is an
tism, and she said it would intense response to overhave been “cruel” to cast whelming circumstances
a non-speaking autistic that almost always leads
person. And all I have got to a complete loss of beto say to that is how? How havioral control. It is not a
would it have been cruel? “tantrum,” as it is referred
to in the movie.
A non-speaking autistic
person would not have At one point Zeigler’s
applied for the role if they character has a meltdown
did not believe that they due to the fact that her
were capable.
older sister cannot braid
her hair properly. AnothThis “cruelty” narrative er character then grabs
that Sia put forward just her and holds her to the
goes to further show the ground to calm her down.
marginalization of autistic This is called “prone repeople and, beyond that, straint,” and it is one of the
the deeply rooted socie- most deadly forms of retal ableism that says that straint. It is performed by
non-speaking people are holding the autistic perlesser or incapable com- son stomach-down on the
pared to people without ground and putting your
disabilities. This is clearly entire body weight onto
false.
their back while holding
down their arms and legs
Zeigler learned “how to so they cannot move. This
act” autistic by watching is extremely dangerous.
videos that parents and It can lead to a blockage
other people put online of in the airway, dislocated
autistic children having a limbs, broken bones and
meltdown, exploiting an death.
extremely vulnerable moment in an autistic per- Showing something that
son’s life. This approach should never be used beis harmful, shameful and cause of how many times

(Mat. 25:46, 1 Thes. 4:13- sions still have value, in18).
stead of arguing over the
exact details of what will
Given what that day will happen between now and
be like, as important and Christ’s second coming,
welcome as it is to have what if we were to take
those (respectful!) theo- God’s warning seriouslogical discussions, I ly and really live as if we
would like to challenge us weren’t guaranteed toas a college, and as broth- morrow (James 4, Prov.
ers and sisters in Christ, 27), and as if, were Jesus
to do so with grace and to come today, we would
with just as much a read- have no regrets?
iness to listen as we have
when giving our own Chances are we don’t have
opinions. Whenever Jesus earth-shattering plans on
does come back, wheth- our agenda for this year,
er it be in our lifetime or
long after we have communed with our King in
heaven, it will be a very
real, very obvious event in
history (1 Thes. 4:13-18),
and then it will be over.

Now, before we mentally check out, or lash out
with emotion, we should
recognize that there is a
lot of validity to talking
about Jesus coming back.
After all, this is more
than just some intellectual discussion—Jesus is
coming back. When He
does, it will be very real.
All the mental images
we’ve conjured up of what
God looks like will not
even compare to the glory we see that day (1 Cor.
13:12). For Christians, we
get to look forward to a
wonderful reunion with
our Savior (1 Thes. 4:1318).
So, even though we don’t
know when it will happen
At the same time, we from our vantage point
know that people who (Mat. 24:36), what we
aren’t Christians, maybe can get out of every one
even people we know, will of those conversations
be judged, and it will be is a sharp reminder that
an absolutely terrifying our time here is limited.
day for them (John 5:28- Whenever we are heart29, Mat. 25:31-46). Once broken over what is going
that day comes, there will on in our world, we can
be no second chances, no know that one day God
life to re-live and do over, will set everything right,
and no last-minute apol- and we as believers can
ogies. It will be absolute- rest knowing we are sely over, and each person cured for eternity.
(Rev. 1:7) will stand either
with God or against Him So, while friendly discus-

it has led to death as the
first response to an autistic person having a meltdown is the worst possible thing that Sia could
have done in response to
meltdowns. The action
is traumatic and dangerous and can lead to longterm damaging effects not
only on an autistic person’s physical health but
on their mental health as
well.
Rather, the best thing to
do when an autistic person is having a meltdown
is do your absolute best
to make sure they are not
harming themselves, attempt to reduce stimuli
in the room (turn off the
lights, turn off all noises,
make people leave) and
give the person space.
In most cases sitting there
and waiting it out can be
what helps the most.
Overall, the harmful way
that Sia, Zeigler and Hollywood as a whole approach autism and other
disabilities is shameful
and dangerous. I implore
you to no longer support
movies and TV shows that
hire actors without disabilities in roles that are
written for disabled characters. It limits the job opportunities of people like
me and those around me
in more ways than you
can ever imagine.

but what we can do is be
faithful exactly where
God has put us. We can
be faithful students, faithful workers at our jobs,
faithful friends and faithful family members. We
can serve where we see
opportunity, honor God
in every little thing we
do and, when the chance
presents itself, share with
others the hope that is in
us. Ready or not, Christ is
coming soon. Covenant
College, let’s be found
faithful.
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I AM, BY ALL ACCOUNTS, AN
UNPATRIOTIC MAN
by Jake Sonke

I am, by all outward,
modern accounts, an unpatriotic man. My loathing for our current incarnation of the state knows
few bounds. I despair in
our electoral system. Our
representatives in this fair
Congress neither fairly
nor accurately lead in our
interest. In the interest of
some good, neither common nor welcomed, they
lie to take our money and
spend it on glorified refuse. But I digress.
I am, by all outward,
modern accounts, an
unpatriotic man. I gaze
upon the state of our society, so divided – polarized, some have called it
(accurately, I should say)
– and can only pray that
it may someday change
for the better. Mother is
turned against father, parent against child, friend
against acquaintance, and
in the name of what? Sides
of a proverbial aisle? Socalled left or right wings?
But I digress.
I am, by all outward,
modern accounts, an
unpatriotic man. In the
state-mandated study of
our nation’s history, I have
seen evil. On the playground, you see a child
push another for what?
A ball? A chance at the
swings? Our nation has

committed atrocities for
less. There is no defense of
our past. No, “but it was a
necessary evil,” no, “but
the times have changed.”
If I may, perhaps I am a
product of my upbringing, a holder-on to my beliefs. However, I will hold
that evil and good have
not changed, nor will they
ever. But I digress.

A mother or father who
truly loves their child will
not allow that child to
continue in self-destructive behavior, whether
that behavior is banging
his head against a wall
(which I feel we are all
wont to do some time or
another) or playing with
a loaded firearm. Out of
love, and it is love, I think,
the parent will reprimand
I am, by all outward, their child and encourage
modern accounts, an un- him in better behavior.
patriotic man.
I am, by all outward,
I appeal to you, give me modern accounts, an unsome small minute of patriotic man.
your time, ladies and gentlemen.
But this is false. Ladies
and gentlemen, I do love
First, my thesis: I am a pa- my country. I see self-detriot in the truest sense of structive behaviors in the
the word.
actions of my representative legislatures and in my
Second, my defense.
fellow countrymen. Our
divisiveness is toxic, and
A defining of terms for it burns through the seals
you, this evening. (It is my and bonds that hold this
hope that this will help to nation together. I do not
avoid confusion between hate differences of opinus and to unify our un- ion or ideals; rather, I hold
derstanding of the issue.) that these variations of
thought are what give us
I believe a patriot is one life and health as a body,
who has an intense love what make us continually
for his land and who is new and necessary at the
devoted to it at all cost. worldwide political table.
His attachment to his nation is not original with What concerns me is our
him, but his love is shared slowness to hear each othby the men and women er’s differences. How willaround him who seek to ing we are to shut down
protect and improve their the other side. To label an
nation.
entire way of thought, and
one that is not so different

A REBUTTAL OF “CAPITALISM
WAS BUILT FOR DICTATORSHIP”
by Kyle Kraus

In the last issue of The
Bagpipe, an article written by Elias Vedders addressed the topic of capitalism and how the only
way to truly achieve this
ideal was to accept dictatorship. Vedders’s article
can best be summed up by
its final sentence, which
stated, “...if we want capitalism to perform at its
peak, perhaps it’s time to
give dictatorial regimes a
second chance.”
Vedders argued that society is held back by the
fact that experts aren’t
allowed to dictate policy
without interference from
the public. The masses,
Vedders argued, “simply
cannot know everything.”
Dictatorship, though, can
solve these problems, and
reach a higher form of
capitalism. While his logical reasoning is sound,
Vedders based his points
on faulty assumptions.

The first big assumption he
makes is about what capitalism is. Vedders is right
when he said that capitalism relies heavily on the
division of labor, and he is
also correct in stating that
this is not unique to capitalism. What really makes
capitalism unique is the
structure it follows. As
Merriam-Webster puts it,
capitalism is “an economic system characterized by
private or corporate ownership of capital goods,
by investments that are
determined by private
decision, and by prices,
production, and the distribution of goods that
are determined mainly by
competition in a free market.” By its very nature,
capitalism cannot exist
in a dictatorship. No, the
economic structure that
dictatorships follow is the
command economy, an
economy where the government decides what is
produced.

Command
economies
have three central characteristics. All industries
are run, directly or indirectly, by the central government, so there is no
pressure of being undercut. Because competition
is destroyed, prices don’t
need to be improved.
Business need not be innovating to achieve victory; rather, it is a foregone
conclusion. And speaking
of innovation, command
economies are not the
best place for new inventions. Vedders mentioned
Communist China in his
article, but can you name
any major inventions
coming from China? The
United States, a leader in
innovation, has continued
to create things such as
the iPhone and the Tesla,
and even some of the new
COVID-19 vaccines. China, on the other hand, has
to rely on others for new
technologies.

from your own, as radical, as unworthy of your
consideration or conversation. How we take for
granted that our elected leader, selected from
the masses to ensure our
safety and interests, does
neither. Imagine my disgust when, year after year,
election after election, we
are forced to choose between a simpering dolt
who panders to the people and a blathering idiot
who promises a palace
and cannot deliver a wall.

influence to the party, but
because it will truly benefit our nation?

Our leader was intended
to represent us all. Not
simply a single half of the
masses, nor only the profiting elite.

And so, I ask you: will
you give the other side a
chance? A chance for the
“them” to explain themselves. A chance for you
to understand your motivations. A chance for you
both to come to a mutual
realization. A chance for a
change. A chance for the
better.

I am, by all outward,
modern accounts, an unpatriotic man.
Again, this is untrue.
While I myself have
sometimes doubted it, I
realize that love cannot be
the simple, blind devotion
that many of you have for
this nation. My love for
my nation sees the problems that we have. And it
hopes to overcome.

Let us face the facts: we
have never been a great
nation. Our greatest victories are tainted with
prejudice and violence.
Discord and strife have
been our bedfellows for
nearly three centuries,
and we have done nothing but welcome them in.
We are not the greatest
nation on earth. But we
can be.

Ladies and gentlemen of
the gallery, allow me to
leave you with a thought.
Is it love for one’s country
to follow it blindly and to
devote oneself unquestioningly to it? Or is it
love for one’s country that
drives one to question the
system? To ask oneself,
“Is there a better means
of achieving this end?”,
not because it will bring a
better profit for or greater

The second major issue
of command economies
are the experts themselves. Vedders claimed
that governments should
let experts be experts so
that “they don’t have to
water down their work.”
However, a major issue is
whether the government
should be a pure dictatorship or an oligarchy, ruled
by the elite. Both have
their share of problems. In
a pure dictatorship, there
would likely only be a few
experts at the top, but the
experts would need to be
versed in a wide array of
topics. In an oligarchy,
there would be enough
experts to cover each
topic. Unfortunately, this
would result in massive
chaos. Different experts
would suggest different
goals; thus, certain experts would have to be ignored. The dictator would
have to choose what to
value and what to ignore.
Speaking of the dictator,
this brings up a third major issue. Vedders’s article
assumed that the government would be able
to vest itself in a single
person. As Lord Acton
famously said, “Power

tends to corrupt, and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” History seems to
support his claim. Look at
the USSR, look at China,
look at Cuba. And as Paul
writes in Romans 3:10,
“None is righteous, no,
not one,” and in Romans
3:23, “For all have sinned
and fall short of the glory
of God.” People are evil, so
why would we expect the
dictator not to be? While
capitalism assumes that
men are greedy, dictatorships assume that there’s a
person who isn’t.
Vedders began his article
by stating that “[c]apitalism has been championed,
largely, by democracy. We
take it for granted that
capitalism exists only in
democracies.” However,
capitalism and democracy are not just two ideas
that tend to be correlated together. Capitalism
is democracy. Capitalism
is the idea that the public
decides what is best, and
that people vote with their
money. Capitalism was
built for democracy, and
built for the idea that the
consumer, not the expert,
is always right.

