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Fall Apple Picking

Despite pandemic restrictions,
some halls still find a way to continue their annual traditions
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Third Party Voting

A detailed look at the complexities and potential influence of
voting third party
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FALL APPLE
PICKING
TRADITIONS
CONTINUE

by Emma Luke

THIRD PARTY
VOTING: DOES IT
MATTER?
by Kelli Hansen

As Covenant College
has passed the halfway
mark of this unusual
fall semester, halls have
become more and more
creative in keeping their
traditions alive in safe
ways. Brethren, a hall
in Founders, had an
outdoor hall date that
involved frog-catching
and a bonfire. Maclellan/Rymer halls Rowan and Suburbs carried
on their brother-sister
hall event traditions by
playing a campus-wide
game of Capture the
Flag.
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by Miller Green
“Wednesday is Student
Day at Yellow Racket
Records.” The posters
are up all around campus advertising Chattanooga’s newest record
shop.

can pull around back to
find more parking.) The
building used to contain three retail spaces
that have been joined
into one to create a cozy
yet spacious environment. Huge windows
along the front of the
building filter bright,
autumn sun onto racks
of records containing
everything from Haydn
to “Hamilton.”

Run by a former Scot
with lots of big plans
for the future, Yellow
Racket Records occupies a 1920s storefront
on Main Street. (Handy The store’s existence is
hint: if the parking spots something of a miracle;
out front are full, you Yellow Racket Record’s

lease started in March
2020, and there were
plans for a grand opening in April. Instead of
a grand opening, however, Ben Vanderhart,
the owner and creative
director, was forced
to navigate opening a
small business with a
quarter of the expected startup capital while
learning to operate that
business online. Lockdown forced Ben and
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

COVID-19: A DEEP DIVE INTO THE
PANDEMIC

cines, public health The short of it
responses and related
It has been over nine developments in the sci- On vaccines: Over 200
months since the first ence of COVID-19.
COVID-19 vaccines are
reports of a novel rein the pipeline. The U.S.
spiratory illness were The format of the col- expects to have vaccines
first released at the umn will be a summary available to the generend of the first week of the highlights called al population by spring
in January. Quite a lot “the short of it” with 2021.
has happened in those more in-depth reportnine months of living ing to follow. I’ll draw On treatments: The
in a pandemic, much heavily from reputa- WHO says remdesivir
of which the media has ble sources such as the and
hydroxychloroattempted to cover in World Health Organiza- quine should not be
newspapers, magazines tion (WHO), The New used to treat COVID-19,
and live interviews. This York Times and various while
corticosteroids
column is an attempt to medical journals such should be used for sereport to you, the Cov- as the New England vere cases.
enant community, on Journal of Medicine. My
pandemic highlights, hope is to serve you well On testing: Many locaespecially the techno- as I write.
tions, including Clínica
logical
development
Médicos and Lookout
of treatments and vacValley Urgent Care, are
by Davy Codington

The upcoming elections have been very
discouraging for many
Americans. In fact, the
American Psychological Association found
that “nearly 7 out of
10 Americans are very
stressed about the upcoming
presidential
elections.” NPR reported on this study and
discussed the reasons
many people are feeling
especially anxious about
the elections, whether
they were concerned
about their candidate
winning or were simply
exhausted by the politiFourth North has a tra- cal climate.
dition that was recently
started a few years ago The major media outlets
of going apple picking are presenting two canin Dunlap, Tennessee, didates to the American
which they were able to public, neither of which
continue this fall.
seem desirable to many
voters. Some voters are
In late September, die-hard supporters of
Fourth North made res- one of the candidates,
ervations to Wheeler’s while others don’t feel as
Orchard & Vineyard in though they can justify
Dunlap. About an hour voting for either canaway from Covenant, didate for a variety of
Wheeler’s Orchard sits reasons. Others feel that
comfortably atop Fre- the best they can do is
donia Mountain. The to vote for the lesser of
orchard has over 20 dif- two evils, but there are
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

using the rapid molecular viral test for
COVID-19, with results
back in 15-30 minutes.

and regular sanitizing—
comprise the strategy
for slowing the spread
of the disease.

On vaccines

Vaccines are produced
and vetted in clinical
stages called “phases.”
Before a vaccine reaches these clinical phases,
it undergoes preclinical
evaluation. This is essentially the process of
creating a vaccine and
identifying the biological mechanism through
which that particular
vaccine will accomplish
immunization.

Since the late 1790s
when Edward Jenner
discovered that cowpox could be utilized
to confer immunity
against smallpox, vaccines—the name for
which comes from the
Latin for cowpox, vaccinia—have been utilized widely to stop the
spread of disease and
subsequent illness and
death. Now, scientists
and researchers around
the world are working
together to produce a
vaccine against the disease COVID-19. In the
interim, public health
protocol—mask-wearing, physical distancing

There are many mechanisms by which to create a vaccine. For example, an mRNA vaccine
provides a blueprint
for your body’s cells to
make a target that your
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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his team to put their
creativity to work, and
they launched a website
in June (select t-shirts,
CDs and posters can
still be found on their
online shop).
On August 24, the brickand-mortar
Yellow
Racket Records finally
opened. A sense that
people wanted more
record stores in Chattanooga helped lead Ben
and his band to open
Yellow Racket Records,
and their expectation
was soon shown to be
correct. Within the first
two months, Chattanoogans snapped up
3,000 records from the
shelves.
The space itself is also
beautiful. The unique
flow of three spaces
joined into one creates
a homey and cozy atmosphere for browsing or enjoying a cup
of Goodman’s coffee
from the coffee station.

COVID-19 DEEP DIVE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

immune system can
recognize and attack.
Preclinical evaluation
is usually accomplished
first in animal test subjects, but not always, as
some vaccines do not
necessarily require animal testing.
According
to
the
WHO’s “Draft landscape of COVID-19
candidate
vaccines,”
close to 200 vaccines are
currently being evaluated, all of which are
in various stages of the
vaccine manufacturing
process. Roughly 150
of these are in preclinical development and
evaluation. Forty-eight
are on clinical trials,
as reported in the New
York Times’ Coronavirus Vaccine Tracker.
The NYT Tracker has
these 48 vaccines separated by phase of development, type of vaccine,
responsible company
and country of origin,
along with a brief description.
China and Russia have
already collectively approved six vaccines
for limited use, while
US-endorsed candidate
vaccines such as Moderna’s
mRNA-based
vaccine and Johnson
& Johnson’s adenovirus-based vaccine are
progressing
steadily
through Phase 3 trials. Phase 3 is the final
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Mismatched armchairs
stand in a circle next
to an old, coal-burning
fireplace, lit by the sunshine pouring through
expansive windows. “I
think that appeals to
people who listen to records,” Ben said about
the beauty of the space,
“people who listen to
records don’t do it for
convenience. It’s about
the experience, the intentionality, the tactility.”
Records aren’t the only
attraction. Tattoo artist Danny Siviter (@
templepainter on Instagram) works in the
front of the shop. He is
usually there from nine
to five on weekdays,
but, if you’re thinking
of hiring him for your
next tattoo, better think
ahead; he is currently
booked through the end
of November and expects to fill his last slots
of 2020 soon.

Photo from @yellowracket_cha

by the checkout will one
day become a full coffee
bar (so file that away for
a future study spot). The
coffee bar will be built to
accommodate evening
concerts by local and
traveling artists, providEven more exciting ing a community hub
things are still to come. for music lovers. Once
A small coffee station high-touch surfaces are

less of a public health
concern, Ben looks forward to installing listening stations to enhance
the experience.

phase of development
before use in selected
subpopulations of the
general population.

other drugs to treat
COVID-19 at this time,
it does say that corticosteroids, anti-inflammatory drugs, are effective
for treating severe illness from COVID-19.

Several of these candidate vaccines are being
stockpiled by the U.S.
government
through
Operation Warp Speed,
a vaccine supply and
distribution strategy developed by the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS)
and the Department of
Defense. The primary
goal of the strategy is to
provide 300 million vaccine doses to Americans
by January 2021. If one
of these U.S.-endorsed
vaccine candidates is
clinically-proven to be
safe and effective by
the end of 2020 or early
2021, as several are projected to be, it is possible that the COVID-19
vaccine will be available in Chattanooga by
sometime during spring
2021.
On treatments
Much media attention has been given to
various
therapeutics
thought to be effective
at reducing sickness and
death from COVID-19,
including remdesivir,
an antiviral drug, and
hydroxychloroquine, an
antimalarial drug. On
October 15, the WHO
released interim results
for a multinational clinical trial testing the usefulness and effectiveness of several drugs for
reducing 28-day mortality (the frequency of

patient deaths within
28 days of disease onset) from COVID-19
or reducing length of
hospital stay. According to these study parameters, remdesivir,
hydroxychloroquine,
lopinavir/ritonavir and
interferon regimens—
all drugs used previously or currently to
treat COVID-19—are
not effective in treating
COVID-19.
The WHO’s interim results come on the heels
of other studies reporting contrasting results.
One study from the
New England Journal
of Medicine demonstrated that remdesivir
reduced median time of
recovery for COVID-19
patients in hospitals by
five days (p<0.001). It is
possible that a drug like
remdesivir is able to reduce hospital stay without reducing 28-day
mortality.
Determining whether
a drug has a meaningful effect on the 28-day
mortality of a disease
is often considered the
endpoint of clinical trials for these kinds of
drugs. That said, it’s no
surprise that WHO recommends against physicians and other health
care providers using
the drugs listed above
to treat patients with
COVID-19.
Though the WHO recommends against using
remdesivir,
hydroxychloroquine and a few

For now, there is plenty
to enjoy at Yellow Racket
Records. Whether you
are hoping to pick up a
25-cent record from the

On testing
There are primarily
two kinds of tests for
COVID-19 currently
used to assess the state
of infection in an individual. The viral test
determines whether an
individual is currently infected. This is the
kind of test referred to
when you hear of someone going to “get tested”
because they were exposed.
The second test is the
serology test, which determines whether an
individual has had the
disease in the past. The
serology test looks for
the presence of antibodies, which are the
molecules your body
produces to be immune
to the virus that causes
COVID-19. This is the
kind of test used in the
Mayo Clinic antibody
study you may have taken part in by sending in
a blood sample via Student Development.
As the technology for
testing for COVID-19
develops, viral tests are
reporting results more
quickly. How fast results
are available depends on
several things, including which lab processes
the collected specimen
and what technology

Salvation Station to decorate your dorm with or
you are an avid record
lover searching for new
finds, Yellow Racket Records has you covered.

is used. Most testing to
date has been accomplished using the PCR
test, which is a type of
viral test that must be
processed in a laboratory and can take up to
several days to process.
Recently, many local
clinics and testing sites
are offering rapid molecular testing, another type of viral testing
that reports results in
15-30 minutes. Two
notable locations to get
tested for COVID-19
with this rapid test are
Clínica Médicos on E.
23rd Street and Lookout Valley Urgent Care
on Cummings Highway. However, students
should note that the
likelihood of a false positive is higher with these
rapid tests than PCR
tests.
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ferent kinds of apples
to harvest, as well as a
vineyard full of seedless
and processing grapes.
It is a sustainable orchard, focused on keeping the land and the
crops healthy.
Fourth North drove
through the mountains
full of leaves beginning to be dusted with
fall colors, blasting Ben
Rector and One Direction through the speakers of their separate
cars. Upon arrival there
was an entrance fee and
a short tour of the orchard. Then the apple
picking commenced.
Rebecca Dillon ’23
said, “I really liked doing something with the
hall off campus. It was
a bonding activity that
was out of the context of
Covenant.”

THIRD PARTY VOTING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

many debates on who
that may be.
Despite these controversies, many Hollywood celebrities like
Demi Levato, Samuel L.
Jackson and Viola Davis
are encouraging voting, according to People
Magazine. As citizens,
voting is an opportunity
to influence the government, but in the minds
of some voters, their
options for exercising
their civic opportunity
are bleak.
“Really I was tired of
having to pick between
two candidates that I
don’t like. I was tired of
having to pick between
the lesser of two evils, as
people call it,” said one
voter in North Carolina
to his local news station.
But what if there was a
third option?
While only two candidates have been involved in the public
debates, there is a third
option on every ballot
in the United States: Jo
Jorgenson, a candidate
running on the Libertarian Party’s platform.
The theme characterizing most of her policies
is less government regulation.
“Big government mandates and programs
created these problems.
To solve them, we need
to make government
smaller—much, much
smaller,” her website
states. Her website is a
great resource for anyone looking to know the
specifics of the types of
policies she supports.
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Apple picking allowed
the hall to escape their
schoolwork for a while
and simply become a
group of friends. Mally Bright ’23 especially liked spending time
with her hall in the outdoors. She said, “I liked
bonding with the dogs
and the goats at the orchard—the hall as well,
but especially the dogs.”
Anna Fikkert ’22, the
RA of Fourth North,
said, “It was one of the
first events that we got
to do together as a whole
hall, and furthermore,
it was off campus. So
just getting away from
the everyday stuff and
school was helpful to be
able to relax and get to
know each other better.” lowed them to consume
great deal of apple ciApple picking at Wheel- ader,
apple dumplings
er’s Orchard was a per- and apple
pie. They also
fect way for Fourth met a wide
of
North to forget the cute animals, variety
including
troubles of this semes- some sheep shrouded
ter for an afternoon in thick wool and goats
and simply enjoy each with eyes that glinted
other’s company. It al-

To many, she may seem
like the ideal candidate,
a moderate option compared to the other two
extremes. She is potentially a candidate people can support without compromising their
morals.
Though Jorgenson will
be the only third-party
candidate listed on every
US voting ballot, some
states will include a few
more options. Green
Party candidate Howie
Hawkins is on the ballot in 29 states and a few
other candidates will be
on the ballots of fewer
than 20 states, including
Kanye West, who will
be on the ballots of 12
states. Some people may
feel as if one of these
lesser known candidates
better aligns with their
views However, they
wonder whether casting
a vote for a third party is
a waste of a vote.
The United States electoral system is organized in such a way that
third parties are not viable for long periods of
time. Essentially, the arrangement of our electoral system makes it
difficult for third parties
to exist successfully.
Dr. Horne, Associate
Professor of Political
Studies at Covenant,
said, “The logic of SMD
(Single-member
district) + FPTP (first
past the post) elections
makes the ongoing,
electorally competitive
presence of a third-party extremely unlikely.”
This is a summary of
an empirical law in political science known as
Duverger’s law which

states,
“single-ballot
plurality-rule elections
structured within single-member
districts
tend to favor a two-party system.” This is how
elections in the United
States are structured and
as such, many voters believe that voting third
party is a throwaway
vote because that party
will not achieve enough
support to overcome
one of the main candidates. Duverger’s law establishes that it is highly
unlikely for a third-party candidate to defeat a
mainstream candidate;
however, votes cast in
favor of the third party
could still have an effect
on the presidential race.
A vote cast for the third
party obviously takes
away a vote from one
of the two main parties,
sometimes referred to as
the “spoiler effect.” This
can deter some voters
from selecting the third
party candidate because
it may result in the unintentional election of
the candidate they dislike. Presidential historian Douglas Brinkley
of Rice University even
went so far as to say that
another party besides
Republican or Democrat, “fundamentally changed the course
of the 21st century,” by
taking votes away from
the main parties.
Third party votes could
make a difference in the
outcome of the elections
by taking away votes
from another candidate,
but they aren’t necessarily viable options for
voters looking to avoid
electing one of the two

Photo provided by Joshua MacDonald

mischievously as they
eyed the hall’s baskets of
apples.
Many halls have had to
continue to get creative
to keep encouraging
hall community. Evan
Hokrein ’23 from Brethren Hall commented on

Fourth North’s apple
picking: “For me, it was
less about the apples and
more about the friends.
The apples were just an
added bonus!”

main candidates. A vote
for the third party will
likely just tip the scales
for one of the main candidates.

mentioned, “Insofar as
a vote for a third party
helps signal voter discontent with the direction of the major parties, it isn’t a wasted vote
-- if we think of voting
as being not just about
our candidate winning
or losing but as an opportunity to signal discontent to party elites.”

Despite this, Libertarian candidate Jo Jorgenson is hopeful, even
though the polls only
show her as possessing
4% of registered voters’
support, according to
the Pew Research Center. She stated in a YouTube video posted on
August 9 that, “There
are something like 40
million Americans who
lean Libertarian. If everybody voted the way
they wanted, we would
win overwhelmingly.”
She also encouraged
voters, “If it’s somebody
who lives in a very red
or very blue state, I say
you’re wasting your vote
by voting for whoever is
going to take your state
anyway … If you’re in
California, your vote is
wasted if you are voting
for Joe Biden, so how
about voting for what
you really want?”
For some, voting for a
third party is a form of
protest against the actions of the two main
parties. In a daily news
podcast put out by
WORLD radio called
the “World and Everything In It”, reporter
Anna Johanson interviewed a voter in Virginia who stated, “To
abstain from voting
for one of the two parties and voting for a
third one is communicating dissatisfaction
in the candidate and
saying, well, you need
to do something different.” Dr. Horne also

Essentially, third party voting comes down
to what voters hope to
accomplish with their
vote. It is highly unlikely for a third party
candidate to win in the
United States political
system, but a vote for a
third party will still have
an effect. It will change
the dynamics of vote
distribution among the
two main candidates but
it could also be a protest
against the intense partisanship characterizing
the election.
In the same report, Johanson summed up the
opinion of another interviewee, “It depends
on what you want to do
with your ballot. You
can vote as a political
statement. You can vote
for the person you think
is most qualified, or the
one you agree with the
most, or the one with
the best shot at winning.” It will be interesting to discover how
third party voting influences this year’s presidential election.
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HALL LIFE IN A PANDEMIC
by Elysse Carrillo

This year, as many students are battling disappointment from the
inability to participate
in the hall events and
traditions we all enjoy due to COVID-19
regulations, one of the
concerns that keeps
popping up is this: what
will hall cultures look
like after the pandemic?
And, more importantly,
will they suffer?
While the former question would take a little
more explanation to answer, Jonathan Wylie,
the Assistant Dean of
Students for Residence
Life, answered yes to the
latter. He believes that
because of this pandemic students’ relationships are suffering, and
“it makes sense because
we have lost desired
connections because of
restrictions.” But he also
issued a challenge to the
RAs and staff at Covenant College: “Let’s use
our creativity to think
about ways we can connect.”
Luckily, there are many
who are already answering this challenge
all around campus. “I
would love to see some
traditions be able to
come back next year,”
said Sara Duke ’23, a
resident of the hall Jubilee in Founders. She
worries that some halls
may have a harder time
keeping their traditions
alive, especially those
without a lot of turnover
due to large numbers of

upperclassmen.

“But I have also been
so encouraged and impressed by each hall’s
creativity as they come
up with ways to adapt
some traditions or come
up with entirely new
traditions, and so I am
not too worried about
hall culture,” Duke said.
Despite her concerns,
Duke is encouraged by
the creativity displayed
by a number of halls.
They have adapted their
old traditions to accommodate the COVID-19
regulations, which is the
sort of creativity that
Wylie had challenged
the student body to ex- tion of how to set up
ercise.
their success and help
their community thrive.
For Mattie Underwood Underwood says that
’22, the RA of Rowan there are ways to use
in Maclellan, reevalua- this pandemic as a time
tion of the goals of each to examine and purge
hall’s tradition is equally hall traditions of “unimportant in this time. healthy” goals.
Along with this, she
has her own challenge For some like Isaac
for halls across campus Trefsgar ’22, the RA of
during the pandemic.
Summit in Carter Hall,
the conservation of hall
“What would your hall tradition is essential. “I
look like if they were think that [tradition]
the only hall on cam- is one of the pillars of
pus? And your commu- hall life here at Covenity wasn’t dependent nant, especially with a
on someone else? If you lot of the bigger halls on
prank someone, you’re campus, the older halls,
dependent on their re- the ones that have been
sponse; or if it’s a hall around for like forty or
date, then you’re depen- fifty years,” he said.
dent on people coming.”
As Trefsgar’s personUnderwood makes the al goal, he is striving to
point that if students imbue his mostly-new
were to think like their hall with traditions that
hall was the only hall will stick and that his
on campus, then they hallmates can get excould answer the ques-
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cited about. This is because he believes in the
importance of tradition
to hall culture and the
community-building
opportunities that they
provide.

But there are some, like
Underwood, who still
feel like hall tradition
goes beyond the culture
or traditions of a hall
and has more to do with
a mindset of gratitude.
This gratitude is what
really allows halls to
thrive in the fellowship
that reflects the goodness of God.

Duke and Trefsgar are
only two out of the many
students who champion the importance of
continued hall culture
during the COVID-19 “So don’t hold your
pandemic.
hall to unrealistic expectations of what this
“[Hall traditions] form year should be or what
deeper
relationships the hall has looked like
with the people you live in the past instead of
with,” said Duke, “be- holding them up to the
cause at the end of the expectation of finding
day, those are the peo- ways to be thankful for
ple that you are living how God is still worklife right alongside, and ing,” Underwood says.
how exciting is that? Be- “Because even if we
cause that’s the church! have nothing, we have
That is what the church everything in Christ,
is. [It is] fellow sisters and that’s not lost.”
and brothers in Christ,
doing their everyday together.”

SPORTS

JOSH JACOB’S IMPROBABLE RUN TO
THE LAS VEGAS RAIDERS

by Nathan Castillo

For a vast majority of
people, sports are just
games, something to
pass the time. Then
there are those who love
the game and put sweat
and tears into proving
that. But there also lies
a tiny group of people outside of this, for
whom sports transcend
the notion of simply being a game and cement
themselves as their only
reality. For players like
Josh Jacobs, sports become not only their outlet but also their lives.
Josh Jacob’s rise to fame
began in a different way
than you would expect.
While he didn’t have
many resources or opportunities growing up,
he did have the mental-

ity and belief of his fa- of life, and he knew the
ther.
pain and hardship that
came with it. He didn’t
Josh came from a divid- practice an attitude of
ed family, where his dad entitlement because he
raised him and his four believed that every good
siblings. His dad strug- thing in life came from
gled, and there were backbreaking work.
days where homelessness and hunger were Marty says he could
their reality. His child- have gone the easy way
hood was not easy—he and sold drugs for a livgrew up eating rice and ing but said, “it’s hard
ramen, and the comfort work and perseverance
of home was his car. Ev- that gets rewarded, not
ery day was an obstacle shortcuts.” He knew
for the Jacobs family, that for his family to
but they didn’t shy away succeed in life it would
from recognizing that mean sacrificing his life.
the struggle shaped who He lived his life as an
they were.
example of a man living
his life right through the
Marty, Jacob’s father, struggle.
didn’t have a lot to give
his family, but what he Josh approached footcould give them was his ball like his father apmentality. Marty was proached life, giving it
fully aware of the tussle all he had without ex-
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pecting any praise. The
way he plays is an example of his life, breaking
through barrier after
barrier to keep moving
forward. Unlike other running backs, he
doesn’t avoid conflict.
It is the part of his play
that allows him to excel, and his presence is
known and respected.

Despite Josh’s unique
playstyle, in which he
averaged 15 yards per
carry, 2700 total yards,
and 31 touchdowns,
he was overlooked. He
wasn’t even a three-star
prospect at the beginning of his high school
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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JOSH JACOBS

his junior year. He entered the 2019 draft and
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 4
was picked at No. 24 in
senior year. His school the first round by the
and background affect- Oakland Raiders.
ed his reputation and
his chance to play col- It is remarkable to think
that a kid coming from
lege football.
homelessness and povJosh himself recognized erty has become the
this, saying in an inter- icon of one of the greatview with The Bleacher est teams and fan bases
Report, “I was always of the NFL. A kid comunder the radar, a stig- ing from nothing fought
ma of where I came every day for his life and
from.” It took the effort now hears his name beand belief of a football ing shouted and celescout named Gerald brated as he enters the
Smith to finally give Ja- stadium ready for another battle.
cobs some spotlight.
Jacobs took this opportunity and ran with it,
becoming a star athlete
in Alabama, the top
of the college football
world. While attending the University of
Alabama, he scored 21
touchdowns, ran for
2021 yards, and was
named SEC Finals MVP

Jacobs, now entering
his second year as RB1
for the Las Vegas Raiders, has already broken
records and made the
list of the top 100 players. He is arguably one
of the greatest running
backs in the league and
destined to become a
leading star in the NFL.
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We often search for lessons of success from the
extraordinary few. We
want to copy the greatness of those whose
talents and abilities
have fully shaped their

success, but more often than not it is out of
reach. Instead of longing
for what’s beyond reach,
why don’t we strive to
mimic a mentality like
Jacobs’? He demon-

strates an example of
perseverance through
hardship, gratefulness
in success and humility
over pride.

ARTS

MUSICIAN MICHAH IVERSON VISITS
CAMPUS ON FALL RESPITE
by Emily Brauer

The fall leaves drifted
lazily down as summer
made a reappearance on
Fall Respite. CAB sponsored the Hot Chocolatier for sweet treats
and brought golden
retrievers to visit the
pet-deprived students
on campus. Amidst all
the action, a group of
students congregated
on the chapel lawn for a
concert by Micah Iverson.
The setting was exquisite. The warm light of
the sun, the changing
colours of the leaves
on the trees, the chapel walls dappled with
neutral tones and Micah Iverson’s melodious
voice echoing across
campus. Students came
and went, but the group
size was kept very intimate at no more than 40
students at a time.
Listening to Iverson
was not only a joy, but
also such a privilege.
He sang a range of covers from “All I Want”
by Kodaline to “Make
You Feel My Love” by
Bob Dylan. He also
sang multiple original
songs that he has been
working on including
“Waves,” “Something
Blue,” “Colder Nights,”
“Lowlight” and “In My
Head.” This was particularly special since the
general public has not
heard any of Iverson’s
original work, aside
from “Butterflies” (the

original he released and life experiences into
while on “The Voice”).
his music.
Micah Iverson was born
and grew up in Tokyo,
Japan. He is a missionary kid and one of nine
kids. When he was fifteen years old, he started taking piano lessons
simply to sing along to
songs. Today he is a rising musician and excellent performer.
When asked how his
childhood in Tokyo
shaped his relationship
with music, Iverson responded,
“Musicians
can be very eccentric
and trapped in their
own world, but the Japanese culture is very
polite and centered
around people and relationships, not just
self-focused. You can’t
always have these your
way.” He continued saying that, in music, Japanese culture causes him
to “bend and move with
the flow.”

To those musicians
who want to pursue
their music as a career,
Iverson advised them
to “practice, practice,
practice” in their singing, songwriting and
instruments. Additionally, he charged his fans
with this: “Music can
be a great equalizer, everyone can enjoy it and
every style is inherently
good. I’d encourage people to really think about
what you listen to. Some
music is very deep and
some is very lazy. There
is such a thing as good
art and bad art. Be discerning of what you allow into your life.”

In the busyness and
rush of school this time
of year, Iverson’s words
are a particularly good
reminder for us all to
slow down and contemplate what we allow into
our lives. This applies in
entertainment, art and
Iverson’s faith is deep- all areas of life.
ly intertwined with his
music, as evident in
his performances and
good-natured character.
“My faith has impacted
me in a huge way. I have
a different worldview
from a lot of musicians.
I think music is one of
those cool ways God
has allowed us to communicate the beauty
that is in eternity.” Micah Iverson’s songs reflected this perspective
as he lyrically wove his
relationship with God
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THEATRE DEPARTMENT OVERCOMING
UNIQUE CHALLENGES TO PRODUCE
“EVERYMAN”
by Sara Rogers

The department has truly embraced their ability
to get creative with the
masking situation, as
so many of the characters feature a mask that
matches their costume
in some way or is decorated to the nines with
ribbon and trimmings.
Each is fitted to the face
of the cast member and
all are made in the exact
same way, so as to keep
up with COVID-19 restrictions.

Like we all have in this
season of unknowns, the
Covenant College Theatre Department did everything they could do
to live up to the phrase,
“The show must go
on!” From turning the
show-stopping musical
“Sound of Music” into a
documentary detailing
the department’s process to sewing dozens of
masks for their current
show “Everyman,” the
theatre is buzzing with
new ideas.
Following COVID-19
restriction is, of course,
“Everyman” stars Ray the highest priority
Lantrip ’24 in the titu- when it comes to filming
lar role with a scattered the entire show, as well
few freshmen along- as rehearsals. The guideside him, notably Is- lines for COVID-19
abelle Torokwa ’24 in are substantial. All in
the role of ‘Faith’ and all, the performers are
Anya Klumpenhower only allowed to speak
’24 in the role of her sis- in a room for a certain
ter ‘Good Deeds.’ There amount of time before
are a number of other a break is needed to air
allegorical characters in the room. All performthe show, ranging from ers must wear masks
‘Mammon,’ the embod- and do their best to
iment of wealth, played keep six feet of distance
by Emily Cothran ’22, from one another, exto the startling figure of cept in the rare few close
‘Death,’ played by Sarah contact scenes. These
Bussard ’24.
guidelines also extend

to the entire work study
group, including mandatory
temperature
checks when they first
arrive for their shift.
The rigidity of the guidelines does not affect the
actors’
performance
however, as they have all
adapted wonderfully to
the masks and been able
to up their performance
to match. Despite the
long nights of filming
and the number of reshoots, the entire cast is
optimistic and excited
for the final product.
A round of ‘thank yous’
and applause must be
extended to both Professor Hallstrom and
Professor Slavovsky, for
their dedication to the
show, and to Courtney
McKenzie for her dedication to its costumes
and props. A final thank
you should be extended
to Amy Sue Upton for
all of her direction with
the set. All have been
wonderful throughout
the entire process of the
show.
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REVISITING PRAYER
by Kalyn Stang
I find myself thinking
sometimes about what
it will be like when we
finally see God face to
face, and what it will
look like to see His saints
together, perfect, in His
presence, worshipping
Him. I know that when
we see God He will be
more majestic and awesome than we could ever
imagine. I don’t know
exactly what it will feel
like, but I know that the
overwhelming joy and
love we’ll feel that day
will be more overpowering than anything we
could ever come close
to experiencing until it
happens. I have to admit that in this very limited time we have here
to do whatever our King
might call us to, the
times I feel most overwhelmed by the hope of
that future glory is when
I come before God in
prayer.
To me, prayer is about
so much more than just
being a “good” Chris-

“please help me.” If we
do it enough, it’s uncanny, to be in a room alone
but really feel like God’s
presence is there and
tian, or doing what I to know that no matter
know I’m “supposed” what, God is with us.
to. It’s talking to God,
and realizing that in so It’s as important as ever
doing a very real, holy to go back to one of the
God is physically pres- most powerful things
ent with us and giving we have in one of the
us His full, undivided most uncertain years in
attention.
history: prayer. We can’t
control what is hapI know that when we go pening around us, but
through phases of not we can always pray. We
praying it’s really easy might not understand
to stay like that, but I everything that is going
also know that so many on this year, but each
of those times that I’ve time we pray, God not
gone to God in prayer only listens but also the
one of my first thoughts Holy Spirit intercedes
was that I wished I did for us with “groanings
it more often. Even just too deep for words”
praying little sentence (Romans 8:26). Chancprayers
throughout es are that at the very
the day is so valuable moment we’re praying,
because it helps us re- other people around the
member that no matter world are also praying
where we are, God is in different languages,
walking right beside us. to the same God, at the
same time.
It might sound silly at
first, but there’s some- Can we really underthing truly awesome stand how a sovereign
about just randomly God would use our
praying simple tidbits prayers, no matter how
to God throughout the big or small, when He’s
day, whether it be “I in complete control of
love you,” “thank you,” everything? No, but we
or even “I’m scared” or don’t have to. The an-

ONE LITTLE WORD
by Hezekiah Brown
I think it’s safe to say
that at some point, we
all have wondered if
there is more to the
world than what we
can see. Every society
seems to have stories
of things that happen
beyond
explanation;
ghosts are a common
feature, but fairies, goblins, dæmons, djinn and
plenty of other creatures
have graced both our
stories and our superstitions. To a certain extent, living in the West,
we dismiss these stories
out of hand, but to many
people throughout time
and space, these creatures are real and fearsome.
We could embark on a
survey of cultural lore,
or a deep-dive into the
history of Christian
interpretation of and
reaction to these creatures, but the question
still remains: do these
creatures really exist,
and how do they affect
our lives?
The Evil Emperor

then serve in Heav’n.
(Paradise Lost, Book I
Lines 261-263)
Without doing a deepdive into the confusing,
and often conflicting,
accounts that people
have proposed for the
pre-Fall history, there
are things that most
Christians agree on.
(1) There are spiritual
beings, some of them
good (angels) and some
of them evil (demons).
(2) The leader of the
demons is the Devil and
he has some great measure of power in this
world. (3) There is a war
that both sides are fighting in. (4) All humans,
whether they know it
or not, are a part of that
war. Satan fights against
God and all who stand
for him. This has been
the truth since Eden,
and it still holds true
today. Whether or not
he reigns from Hell, the
Devil most certainly
does, to an extent, rule
this world, and tempts
the people of God to
draw them away and
destroy them.

Here we may reign se- Life in a war
cure, and in my choyce
During World War II,
To reign is worth ambi- there was a concerted
tion though in Hell:
effort on the part of the
Americans to involve
Better to reign in Hell, every person in the
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swers to our prayers
might not always be
what we expect, but
that doesn’t mean that
prayer doesn’t work. If
it didn’t, God wouldn’t
have told us to pray. If
we’re honest with ourselves, I think that most
of us, if not in our heads
then in our hearts, don’t
give prayer, or who we
are praying to, as much
credit as we should.
So, I’d like to challenge Covenant College, whether students
or staff, to honestly ask
ourselves how much of

our lives we’ve committed to prayer—not just
to feel kind of bad and
move on with our lives,
but to really consider if
we’ve lived so much of
our lives missing something so powerful. I can
only imagine what it
would look like if the
Church responded to
the many events of 2020
by going on their knees
and praying. It’s never
too late to pray.

country in the war effort.
Young men would enlist to fight on the front
lines and those who
stayed behind fought on
the home front. Which
ones were actually fighting the war? In order
to win we needed both.
Wars can be fought in
more than one way. Our
brothers and sisters in
Africa and East Asia
deal with issues such
as demonic harassment
(nightmares, furniture
moving, strange physical ailments, etc.) and
possession much more
than we do.
However, that does not
mean that Satan is not
active in America. One
only has to look at the
statistics on porn addictions,
depression,
anxiety and numerous
other ailments in the
church to see that the
Devil is well and active
here as well. Like a good
general, he chooses the
best weapon for a battle. There is not much
point in using cannons
in hand to hand combat, whereas they are
essential for a siege. Our
enemy is smart enough
to know that in a world
where the mere idea of
the supernatural is instantly dismissible you
need to find more indirect ways of working
than simply moving furniture around a room.
Christ himself said that
we are living in a war,
and however much

Photo from ted-talks.org

we might wish otherwise, if we truly believe
what the Bible says our
deep-rooted naturalism
needs to be altered.

tection, but never forget
that you are protected
by the Creator. Christ
sits on the throne.

“His rage we can endure,
for lo, his doom is sure.
One little word shall fell
We are in the midst of him.” (“A Mighty Fora war but we are living tress is Our God,” Martin
in the end times. On the Luther.)
cross Christ won, and
the resurrection proved
it. We are still attacked,
and often fail, but the
victory is assured. Know
that the Devil prowls
around waiting to attack you, but He who is
in you is stronger than
he who is in the world.
Recognize that you are
under attack by one of
the greatest of the creatures and pray for proConclusion
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VANITY, SEHNSUCHT, AND THE
WORDLESS PRAYER
by Lydia Dorman

be forgotten, and any at- cup to its very dregs,
tempt to create our own with his outstretched
Inconsolable
desire. happiness is futile.
arms on the cross beckNostalgia for something
oning us not only back
we have never known. Where does this in- to the Garden of Eden,
Homesickness for a consolable desire come but also into an entire
home we cannot name. from? In Ecclesiastes New Creation. This new
The pervasive edge to 3:11, we are told that creation is more than a
even our happiest mo- God “has put eternity garden: it is a City.
ments, that makes even into man’s heart.” We
beauty hurt, and re- were created for eterni- If we have this hope,
minds us that those ty, and every longing, then why do we still
moments are fleet- every desire, every at- struggle with nameless
ing. These feelings are tempt to fill our empty desire? Why is joy still
wrapped up in the Ger- hearts, is an attempt to tinged with grief? Perman word “sehnsucht,” get back to the Garden. haps, as Lewis writes,
a deep sense of longing Not only do we long for it is because whatever
for something we can- eternity, but creation it- beauty we see here is
not quite pinpoint.
self groans with longing. “not the thing itself…
only the scent of a flowOut of this desire comes, Yet on our own, our at- er we have not found,
as C. S. Lewis writes, tempts end in vanity. the echo of a tune we
“nearly all that we call This is the root of injus- have not heard, news
human history—mon- tice, pain and suffering. from a country we have
ey, poverty, ambition, In our pursuit of happi- never yet visited.”
war, prostitution, class- ness, we climb all over
es, empires, slavery— each other, trying to rise Thus, in a sense, sehnthe long terrible story to the top at others’ ex- sucht is not only backof man trying to find pense. Our futile efforts ward-looking, but also
something other than to chase desire lead only forward-looking.
In
God which will make to despair.
Romans 8:23, Paul says,
him happy.”
“we ourselves, who have
Yet hope comes, in an- the firstfruits of the
This hopeless pursuit of other garden: Gethse- Spirit, groan inwardly
happiness leads to what mane. Here, we see the as we wait eagerly for
the writer of Ecclesiastes Man of Sorrows, on his adoption as sons, the
calls vanity: “I have seen knees, weeping tears redemption of our bodeverything that is done of blood, praying that ies.” Our longing looks
under the sun, and be- the cup of the Father’s forward to the day when
hold, all is vanity and a wrath will be removed all will be made right
striving after wind.” Our from him. But he goes and joy will no longer
lives are fragile and fad- on for the joy set before be mingled with grief.
ing; they will eventually him, and drinks that

In the meantime, what
sustains us? Paul writes
in Romans 8 that the
Spirit, “intercedes for
us with groanings too
deep for words.” When
we are so grief-stricken that we don’t know
how to pray, when we
feel like we are listlessly
drifting through life and
all seems to be vanity,
and when even our joy
has an element of sorrow for something we
cannot name—he intercedes for us.
Even when we cannot
find the words to express our longing, the
Spirit hears our unuttered prayers, the deepest whispers of our
hearts that even we cannot make sense of. We
can struggle, long, and
lament, but we must
take it to God, who will
carry us into the future
weight of glory to which
our current sufferings
and joys alike are not
even worth comparing.
So what is the answer
to sehnsucht, to inconsolable desire? To go to
the One who hears our
groaning and intercedes
for us, and to look forward to the day when
we enter into his eternal
joy: the weight of glory
which we were made
for. Our desire will not
remain
inconsolable
forever.

THE
VERDICT:
YES,
to long breaks

NO,
to Thanksgiving
exams

CREATION CARE
by Emily Robertson
Creation care is a term
often used by environm e nt a l l y - c on s c i ou s
Christians when referring to the God-given
mandate of stewardship. Political commentary has, unfortunately,
created a division that
pins environmentalists
as liberals—which can
be a major turn-off to
a large portion of evangelicals. However, if
more Christians understood the importance of
caring for the earth and
were committed to voting with the climate in
mind, necessary change
could occur.
Regardless of our motives, everyone can
benefit from tackling
climate change. Most
people enjoy nature in
some capacity—whether it’s hiking, canoeing,
fishing or birdwatching.
Recreation is a reason
to care about climate
change. If not recreation, then we all at least
like having clear air to
breathe and clean water
to drink. The fossil fuel
pollution that is driving climate change is
also fouling our air and
water. Transitioning to

that are negatively impacted by biodiversity
loss. So, even if you aren’t yet convinced that
about the earth
clean, renewable energy caring
is
a
form
of worship, at
will mean better health least recognize
that evfor ourselves and those eryone’s well-being
is at
we love.
stake.
As a Christian, I view What’s more, caring for
nature as Creation. Creation is a way we
It was designed and can care for our neighformed with purpose. bors, some of whom
God delights in it— live thousands of miles
which is clear in Genesis away and are already
1, as He called it “very bearing the brunt of cligood.” Creation is not mate impacts. Creation
valuable merely because care must recognize and
it can serve a purpose correct the fundamental
to humans, but simply injustice that millions of
because it exists. Caring people around the world
about the earth is a way have contributed next
to thank God for what to nothing to the probHe has created, and the lem of climate change,
intrinsic value nature yet are living every day
holds is another reason with its devastating efclimate change needs to fects.
be addressed.
		
Katharine Hayhoe,
God’s creativity is ex- Dr.
a
Christian
atmospheric
emplified in nature, and scientist told
Guernica
I imagine He joins us Magazine, “
F
or
Chrisin mourning the loss of tians, doing something
biodiversity. Many fac- about climate change
tors have contributed is about living out our
to biodiversity loss, in- faith—caring for those
cluding climate change, who need help, our
forest fires, logging, ag- neighbors here at home
ricultural runoff, pollu- or on the other side of
tion, and invasive spe- the world, and taking
cies. It’s important for us responsibility for this
to adopt a precautionary planet that God created
mindset. We should do and entrusted to us.”
everything in our power Christians could make
to prevent further loss. an impact by advocatHuman health and food ing for better environsecurity are major areas
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mental policies. Specifically, we need to vote
this year as if the climate
and God’s Creation are
on the ballot. And let
me be clear: this is not a
partisan issue. We have
the opportunity to love
our Creator by caring
for His Creation, which
includes the earth and
all of its inhabitants hu-

man and otherwise. The
earth is in dire need of
our collective action.
The science is clear, as
is our calling. It’s time
for Christians to take a
stand for the earth.

