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IMPEACHMENT TRIALS
UNDERWAY
Led by House Sergeant at Arms Paul D. Irving, House impeachment managers Rep. Adam Schiff (D-CA), Rep. Jerry Nadler
(D-NY), Rep. Zoe Lofgren (D-CA), Rep. Hakeem Jeffries (D-NY), Rep. Val Demings (D-FL), Rep. Jason Crow (D-CO), Rep.
Sylvia Garcia (D-TX) walk to the Senate chamber - photo by Drew Angerer, Getty Images

by Kyle Kraus
On December 18, 2019,
Donald J. Trump became
the third president to be
impeached in US history, after Andrew Johnson
and Bill Clinton. The two
articles of impeachment,
regarding abuse of power
and obstruction of Congress, were prompted
by a July 25 phone call
with Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky. After being impeached in

the House, the trial has
moved to the Senate. Senators were sworn in on
January 16th and oral arguments on the rules for
the trial began five days
later.
Who’s Involved: Per the
Constitution, all 100 senators serve as the jury for
the case. The president is
represented as the defendant by his own attorneys
while members of the
House, such as Rep. Adam

INTERCULTURAL EXPERIENCE:
WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
by Hannah Urban
Core 337, Intercultural
Experience, is one of the
less commonly discussed
credits required to graduate from Covenant College. While freshmen are
given a sheet of paper
during orientation that
explains what it entails
and how to complete it,
the intercultural experience often gets pushed
aside until junior or senior year. The class credit
requirement can be acquired through a number of different options,
which tend to make it
seem more daunting than
is the case.

Students are told through
the course description
that the intercultural experience should involve
them in a second culture.
This means actively observing or engaging with
people from that culture
in a meaningful way for a
minimum of 40 hours.
The intercultural experience is an independent
credit, meaning students
may do whatever they
choose to fulfill the requirement as long as it
fits inside the parameters.
One of the most common
ways for students to fulfill this requirement in

Schiff, serve as prosecutors. The trial is overseen
by the Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court, John
Roberts, who will vote to
break a tie if necessary.

Elected in November
2018, Georgia Governor
Brian Kemp (R) has begun his second of four
years in his term as governor. 2019 turned out to
be a contentious year for
Kemp from charges of
voter suppression alleged
by Democratic candidate
Stacey Abrams to controversial legislation. One of
the major pieces of legislation which Kemp signed
into law, despite strong
media and celebrity resistance, was the “Heartbeat
Bill.” This bill protected
unborn babies after six
weeks, which is the relative time an unborn baby’s
heartbeat can be detected.
As 2020 begins, Governor
Kemp’s
administration
has put out a list of several
general categories which
he wishes to focus on for
Georgia. One large front
is combatting the prevalence of human trafficking. The Calhoun Times
reported that giving law
enforcement
agencies
more power and tools
to crack down on human trafficking is one of
Kemp’s goals for the year.

Senate, beginning with
the House, then followed
by the president’s team.
Subsequently, the senators will be able to submit
questions to Chief Justice
Roberts, who will ask the
How the Trial Will Pro- legal teams for responses
ceed: It appears this trial to the questions posed.
will act in a similar manner to the Clinton trial Evidence for Impeachof 1999 and will run six ment: The evidence to be
days a week from Mon- submitted is that of the
day to Saturday. Each side autumn House hearings “We’ve also got to help
will have three days to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
present arguments to the
the past has been Covenant’s IMPACT trips over
Spring Break, but these
are not being offered this
year.
According to Lindsay
Saunds, the newly hired
coordinator of global education at Covenant College, “There wasn’t any
overlap with Christiana
Fitzpatrick [the former
coordinator of global
education],” and “there
wasn’t an opportunity for
training.” The IMPACT
trips take time, planning,
and effort that would be
a lot for Saunds to handle
on top of beginning a new
position and welcoming a
new baby to her family.

IMPACT trips as well as
the fact that only 24 students are allowed to attend at one time, it would
be better this year to allow
time for Saunds to adjust
into her new position.
IMPACT trips will be offered again starting next
year.

Even without IMPACT
trips, there are many wonderful ways to embrace
the intercultural credit. A
few common, viable options are to study abroad,
teach English as a second
language, work with refugees, or become a part
of a nonprofit tutoring
program for minorities.
As long as it is not just a
service project or a sightAdministration decided seeing trip, but something
that due to the amount of ethnically diverse and
preparation necessary for immersed in another cul-

ture, it will be allowed.
Saunds says one of the
most impactful ways to
get the intercultural credit is to be able to study
abroad and live with a host
family because of how
well it allows you to experience another culture.
However, for those that
cannot study abroad due
to financial restraints or
other factors, the impact
of finding downtime to
“build relationships” outside the actual program
is very important. Saunds
suggested, “Offering to attend their church, or asking them to teach you how
to cook one of their native
meals” as great ways to allow the people you work
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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SCOTS TAKE
ON MLK DAY
by Mary Haynes
January 20th started out
cold and stayed cold,
but early in the morning Scots across campus
were waking up and braving the cold in order to
wind their way down the
mountain. While some
drove to churches, some
to people’s homes, and
still others to local businesses in Chattanooga, all
had a common purpose:
to serve.
For Student Development
Associate Dean of Students Nesha Evans, the
service projects are an important part of celebrating Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day. This year, projects were split into two
categories. The first, she
said, focused “on serving
intentionally with African American businesses, helping them enhance
their business by doing
things they haven’t been
able to get to. Some service groups were painting or mulching around

IMPEACHMENT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and the arguments made
by both sides. Once opening statements and senators’ questions have been
delivered, the Senate will
vote on whether or not
to hear from witnesses or
reach a verdict. Senator
Mitt Romney and Senator Susan Collins have
suggested choosing the
former. Either party may
gain the power to force
witnesses to appear upon
the collection of 51 votes.
Senator Ted Cruz has
proposed a “reciprocity”
resolution, meaning that
President Trump would
receive one witness for

02
their yards or filing, just concluded with a Q&A
depending on what that session that encouraged
business needed.”
students to further explore the themes of his
The second category of sermon.
service groups teamed
up with Project 52, a “I was grateful that [Revnon-profit organization erend Brown] was refreshthat serves those who ing and honest [in his talk
need assistance cleaning and at the Q&A],” said
up their yards. All told, Evans. “I think that someover 245 Covenant stu- times when we’re trying to
dents, faculty, and staff understand oppressions
members volunteered for and systems that don’t
service projects at 13 dif- work well for everyone,
ferent sites.
we can attack each other and I don’t think that
“It was pretty amazing. solves anything. I think
I have only heard really that it’s so much more imgood reports [from the portant that we find a way
people we served]; they to find out what it means
were just really thankful to reconcile with one anfor students who volun- other—and
reconciliateered,” Evans said.
tion can only be found
through the Gospel.”
By noon, with service
projects all wrapped up, To cap off the day’s acts of
carloads of students were service and learning came
packing up and heading a time for celebration with
back up the mountain Porter’s Gate, a collaborafor the afternoon event: a tion of Christian artists
chapel service with Rev- including Audrey Assad
erend Howard Brown, and Urban Doxology, all
pastor of Christ Central of whom work together to
Church in Charlotte, NC, produce worship music.
and member of Covenant’s Board of Trustees. On the whole, Evans conHis talk, “A Call to Pub- sidered the day a success.
lic Spiritual Health Care,” “It’s good to come togethcame from Titus 3 and er in community and to
every one of the witnesses August.
called by the House lawyers.
Conclusion: After arguments have been made
Possible Witnesses: The before the Senate, a vote
House is calling for wit- will be called. In order to
ness from: White House remove President Trump,
Chief of Staff Mick Mul- the Senate requires 67 afvaney; Senior Advisor firmative votes. If it sucRobert Blair; Michael ceeds, President Trump
Duffey, Associate Direc- will be removed from oftor for National Security fice and Vice President
at the Office of Manage- Mike Pence will become
ment and Budget; and the United State’s 46th
former National Securi- president. However, this
ty Adviser John Bolton. would require 20 RepubliBolton said he would be can senators to vote “yes”
willing to appear in the on the articles, with no
trial if subpoenaed. GOP Democrat defections. If
senators have proposed there are fewer than 67 afhearing from the Bidens firmative votes, the Senate
as well as from the whis- will acquit and the trial
tleblower who began the will be concluded.
impeachment probe last

be challenged by hard
things that might be painful. My hope was that students were able to learn
from the businesses and
from the people that they
served, learn about their
situations and where they
came from.”
This, Evans explained, is
not only part of what it
means to carry on Martin
Luther King, Jr.’s legacy,
but Christ’s as well.
“As Christians, as people who profess to follow
Jesus Christ—who was
someone who went after
the person, who sat with
the people, and who knew
the people’s stories—that
we too would want to be a
people who cares for others,” she said.
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This is the reasoning beOPINIONS: HENRI LOWE
hind the name “MLK Day
On”—because Covenant
students get a day off of
classes in order to be “on” see the value of serving
to serve, learn, and cele- and loving and celebratbrate together.
ing our neighbor.”
“This is only my first year,”
said Evans, “but I pray
that one day the whole
campus community gets
it and that everyone...will

With the bar set high for
next year, MLK Day On
at Covenant continues,
serving students and locals alike.

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) announces the
results of the House impeachment vote, Dec 18, 2019 - photo
from @SpeakerPelosi on Twitter

foster children,” Kemp
said, “We’ve got to make it
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
less expensive… get rid of
some of the red tape and
stiffen penalties so we bureaucracy.”
can go after these perpetrators more harshly,” he Funding for Kemp’s goals
told Brad Means in an in- could prove to be a probterview with WJBF. Kemp lem though. According to
also expressed a desire to the Calhoun Times, state
help develop programs to taxes did not bring in as
aid those who had been much revenue as projectvictimized by human traf- ed. This could make funding tight, especially for
ficking.
the new initiatives Kemp
Helping to fix Georgia’s is attempting to implefoster care and adoption ment.
system by making it less
cumbersome is another of These initiatives include
Kemp’s aspirations for the providing funds for newly created task forces to
year.
counteract gang activiGeorgia Governor Brian Kemp at a press conference on “We’ve got to make it eas- ty. Part of this attempt to
December 4, 2019 - photo by Elijah Nouvelage, AP
ier for people to adopt combat gangs includes
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the formation of a gang
database.
Kemp told WJBF that
the database was created to “… make us much
more efficient of knowing who these people are,
where they’re operating,
and then how we go after
them.”
Continuing to fund education and also making Georgia an attractive
state for new industries
continues to remain top
priorities for Kemp. The
success of how Georgia
does economically could
have major ramifications
as national 2020 election
campaigns approach.

NEWS
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OUR WORLD AFIRE
by Mya Bosgraf
While the majority of the
Covenant College student
body enjoyed their Christmas break spending time
with family, eating exorbitant amounts of food, and
taking a much-needed
respite from schoolwork,
not everyone around the
globe was experiencing
the same restfulness.

facing extinction, so what
has made these fires different? Last December
was Australia’s hottest
December, and 2019 was
the hottest and driest year
on record. The droughts
mixed with the record
temperatures have created a perfect storm for
“Fire Season” to become
more intense each year as
temperatures continue to
increase.

The first missile hit the
plane, knocking out the
transponder and as it continued to fly, another missile was launched. This
impact caused the plane
to fall from the sky and
explode in a nearby town.
Evidence shows that the
plane was circling back to
Millions of dollars have the airport but was unable
been donated to help to make it before crashits people and wildlife, ing.
and firefighters from the
United States have even The confession of the pohelped in taming them.
People from all over the
world have come together
to help Australia in their
time of need.

Anyone who follows celebrities on Instagram
or watches the Golden Globes has probably
heard about the wildfires
currently engulfing Australia. The fires have been
burning since late July
and have continued into
the new year. South Wales
is experiencing the brunt
of the damage but the fires
are raging throughout the During the same time as
cities of Australia.
the Australian fires, tragedy took place near TehThe climate in Austra- ran, Iran. On January 8,
lia tends to be warmer a Ukrainian passenger
and dryer and their sum- plane was shot down by
mer months, Decem- two Iranian missiles and
ber through February, the 176 passengers on the
are called, “Fire Season,” plane were killed.
which usually peaks in
early January. While fires After four days of denial,
during this time of year in Iran took responsibility
Australia are not uncom- for the mass casualties,
mon, the current intensity saying that it was the reof the fires is abnormal.
sult of human error in a
moment of high tensions.
People are dying, towns These tensions are beare being evacuated, and tween Iran and the Unitanimals are potentially ed States in light of the

APPEALING PARKING
TICKETS: EXPLAINED
by Mya Bosgraf
It is almost a freshman
ritual, that long walk up
from Shadowlands. Students groan and grumble
as they leave the warmth
of the car to enter the
bleak midwinter. It is extremely tempting to simply set an alarm for before
8 AM and move vehicles
in the morning. Maybe
there are heroes among
us, those students that
will wake up on time and
move their cars. Others,
including myself, have
woken around 8:30 to that
dreaded email from Safety and Security.

US assassination of Qassem Soleimani, an Iranian military commander.
According to Iran, the
passenger plane was mistakenly thought to be a
threatening cruise missile.

the committee members
during one of their weekly
meetings. Depending on
the reasons for the appeal,
the committee will either
reject the appeal, reduce
the fee of the ticket, or remove the fee entirely.
The members of the appeals committee are all
very dedicated to providing students with the opportunity to defend their
case, and they even regard
their work as fun.

“It is enjoyable, as odd
as that sounds,” says Dr.
Vos, Covenant sociology professor and appeals
committee member, “and
Many of us know what it’s many of us have been
like to get a parking tick- re-volunteering for years.”
et. What students may
not know is that they are Justine Blick ’21 filed an
able to appeal those tick- appeal earlier last semesets through the Covenant ter. “They ask you one
Parking Appeals Com- simple question which
is ‘why you are appealmittee!
ing?’…it wasn’t hard,” said
The appeals committee is Blick. “It probably took
composed of one faculty twenty minutes.” After
member, one staff mem- sending her appeal to the
ber, and three students. committee, Blick received
When a student sends in a 50 percent reduction to
their appeal, it is discussed her fee.
and then voted on by

tentially accidental disaster came four days after the
crash took place, with the
delay leading to anti-government protests in Tehran. The protesters held
vigils and demonstrations
for those who lost their
lives in the crash, and
publically pushed back
against the intense security presence in Iran. Eyewitness accounts claimed
that the protests became
violent when the police
began firing guns, causing
the crowds to disperse.

in their homes, whether natural or man-made.
Australia is dealing with
a natural disaster, while
those affected by the plane
crash are mourning a
man-made tragedy. However, a silver lining has
appeared in both of these
tragedies as the world has
come together to mourn
and support each other.
From knitters around the
world making mittens
for burned koala paws
to protesters demanding
accountability from the
Iranian government, the
Each of these unfortunate world has compassion for
events resulted in peo- those who are suffering.
ple being forced to come
together and deal with
the disasters occurring

Rural NSW Fire Service crews battle the Gospers Mountain Fire near Bilpin on
December 21, 2019 - photo by Dan Himbrechts, AAP Images via AP

Aftermath of Ukranian International Airlines Flight PS752, which was shot down by Iranian
security forces on January 8, 2020 - photo by Hossein Mersadi, Fars News Agency

“I was asking for grace to “In the past, we had a tickbe extended to me,” Blick eter that was like the Unsaid.
abomber of parking tickets,” said Vos. “He’d wear
“The wording of the ap- shades and lie in wait for
peals are important,” students to violate the
said Caroline Hulting rules. When a sophomore
’20, a student member of girl or something would
the appeals committee, park on a line, he’d jump
during one of their ap- out and slap a ticket on
peals meetings. “If they the car.” Said Dr. Vos. This
are a little more gracious ticketer’s spree didn’t last
about it, we tend to con- very long. “He was evensider it with a little more tually fired,” Vos said.
grace.”
Whenever Safety and SeAdditionally, Dr. Vos ad- curity is experiencing the
vised students to “be re- occasional internal probspectful and give us a lem, the appeals commitstrong sense that this will tee knows. While staff
be your last ticket.” When members of Safety and
a student shows sincere Security do not vote on
intent to learn from their student appeals, they still
mistakes, the appeals attend the appeals meetcommittee is going to take ings to provide the comthat into consideration, mittee with pertinent inhe says.
formation regarding the
citations.
“We realize that there are
contexts to violations that In order to avoid tickets,
need to be heard. We want Vos said “Don’t park in
to hear that context,” said visitor lots!” and “Read
Dr. Vos.
your emails.” They also
recommend that you faThe appeals committee miliarize yourself with the
is also aware of the occa- Covenant’s parking regusions when violations are lations. They want to help
wrongfully distributed. students out, but they are
For instance, Safety and not going to excuse vioSecurity may have the lations for blatant neglioccasional “overzealous gence or ignorance.
ticketer,” said Vos.

INTERCULTURAL
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

with to open up and share
more about their lives and
where they come from.
“No one is going to share
their life story with you
if they feel like they don’t
know you,” Saunds said.
The conversations that
you can have with people from another culture
through this experience
are meant to broaden
your perspective and create an environment where
working alongside other
cultures is not only doable
but enjoyable.
She continued, “Even Jesus had open commensality, meaning anyone
and everyone is welcome
at the table.” This idea of
open hospitality and welcomeness is a great outlook to have when considering which path to
take with the intercultural
credit. If the credit is taken seriously, the hope is
that the experience will
help shape conversations
in the work world outside
of Covenant College, and
give students a better understanding of new ideas
that may not have been
previously considered.

SPORTS
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A LOOK AHEAD AT
THE SECOND HALF OF
COVENANT BASKETBALL
by Nate Plating
It’s finally chilly outside.
The beginning-of-semester steam is beginning
to wear off. And maybe
we’ll get some snow soon
enough! But as you students begin to reacclimate
to being back on campus,
don’t forget that our basketball teams came back
early to prepare for the
second leg of their seasons. And we can’t wait to
see that hard work pay off.
The Covenant Men’s team
finished 2019 off with a
two-game slide. An overtime thriller saw them
fall to Belhaven 85-93. 18
points, 9 rebounds, and
7 assists on a 40 minute
night from guard Chris
Barnette ‘22 kept the
Scots close, but ultimately
Belhaven snuck away with
the win. On New Year’s
Eve, the Scots dropped
another to Millsaps 41-61.
Barnette was the only Scot
with double-digit scoring,
chipping in 14. The Scots,
however, took these two
losses into the New Year
and came back stronger.
Four consecutive games
with at least 70 points saw

four Scots victories. 23
points, 9 rebounds, and 7
assist from Barnette and
17 points and 8 rebounds
from Will Crumly ‘21 delivered a 71-66 win over
Pfeiffer. The Scots followed this up with a 70-49
whomping of Piedmont
that saw 18 points from
Zack Allen ‘21, 14 points
from Crumly, and 12
points from Barnette. The
Scots third straight win
came against LaGrange,
helped along by 28 points
from Barnette on 11-15
shooting. Covenant’s final win of the streak came
against Brevard. It saw
even scoring across the
board, with only Crumly reaching double-digits
with 12 points and 9 rebounds. The streak was
finally halted by backto-back losses to Methodist and William Peace.
The Scots will have to
stay sharp as a packed
back end of the season
approaches. And Junior
Will Crumly certainly
thinks they will, saying,
“We’ve got a lot of guys
that understand our program and understand our
culture. So we hold each
other accountable well in
regards to being ready to

play always.” It should be 51-35 win behind Cosette ising. Of the vicious duo
exciting to watch!
Kirsch’s ‘23 15 points. of old and young, Senior
They couldn’t extend the Margo Koby ‘20 says, “A
Similar to the men’s win streak, however, with special part of this season
team, the women’s team a 100-58 loss to Berea a so far has been getting to
came out of Christmas few days later. Moore and see the newcomers grow
Break swinging with a Monday chipped in 16 both on and off the court.”
61-50 victory over Wes- and 17 points, respective- It should be a fun season
leyan. Margo Koby’s ‘20 ly, but ultimately the team to finish out!
11 points, Hannah Mon- came away with a loss.
day’s ‘21 12 points and The Scots are geared up As the basketball season
9 rebounds, and Rachel for the second half of the draws to an end, make
Thomas’ ‘21 15 points season, and with a good sure you make your way
and 11 rebounds off the combination of older on down to Barnes and
bench brought in the vic- players and newer players, catch a game or two!
tory for the Scots. They things are looking promfollowed this win up with
three consecutive losses
to LaGrange, Maryville,
and Huntingdon. Ruthie
Moore ‘23 and Hannah
Monday’s combined 37
points and 17 rebounds
were not enough to secure victory versus LaGrange. Monday had another big scoring night,
putting up 15 points versus Maryville, but it was
also not enough for a win.
The Scots ended the slide
Senior Margo Koby against Berea on January 21, 2019
versus Agnes Scott with a
- photo by Joshua McDonald, Covenant Sports Information

Senior Will Crumly takes a shot against Brevard on January 14, 2019
- photo by Nina Grauley, Covenant Sports Information
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by Will Kirkpatrick

lines all season, there were
plenty of wildly intriguing
On January 13th, Clem- teams and individual person faced off against LSU formances
throughout
in the College Football the year.
Playoff National Championship. Clemson start- Ohio State’s defensive end
ed the game off strong Chase Young put together
by forcing Joe Burrow one of the most dominant
and the historically great individual defensive seaLSU offense to a few sons of all time: racking
quick three-and-outs be- up sixteen and a half sacks,
fore Burrow adjusted and thirty-two solo tackles,
dominated the rest of the and most impressively
game. LSU won the game forcing six fumbles. In
42-25 behind Burrow’s any season not including
six touchdowns and 463 Joe Burrow, Chase Young
yards passing. While Bur- certainly would have been
row dominated the head- the first defensive player

to win the Heisman tro- receivers. Their superstar
phy since Desmond How- running back D’andre
ard did it back in 1991.
Swift also received limited
touches due to an injury
Alabama, the perenni- of his own.
al superteam of college
football, experienced a Needless to say, LSU
down year, due in part smacked Georgia up and
to superstar quarterback down the field, winning
Tua Tagovailoa’s scary hip 37-10 and guaranteeing a
injury in the middle of spot in the College Footthe season that derailed ball Playoff. The bottom
the Tide’s ambitions. Al- line of this season is how
abama went on to lose much wildly better LSU
to both LSU and Auburn was than everybody else,
without Tua in the lineup. and how transcendent of
The SEC championship a player Joe Burrow truly
game that produced the is. It will be interesting to
eventual national cham- see if he can be successpion was played between ful in the NFL, especially
LSU and the Universi- because it looks like he’ll
ty of Georgia Bulldogs, end up with the 2-14 Cinwho were without four cinnati Bengals.
of their starting five wide
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Chase Young of Ohio State
- photo by Joe Mariorana, USA Today Sports
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- photo from Getty Images (photographer uncredited)
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MAC MILLER:
“CIRCLES”

er. The few songs that feature rapping show Miller’s
love of the form and his
improvement as a writer.

by Liv Mineo

Because Circles picks up
where “Swimming” left
off, spiritually and creatively, it further consolidated the composite
elements of Mac Miller’s
creativity into a unified
whole. For some fans, this
will be a flop. It’s not a rap
album in the traditional
sense. Rap is a brush in
its toolkit, but it also features funk, folk, and psychedelic rock. “Woods”
pairs drum programming
evocative of ’80s R&B
with gauzy keys, a plaintive vocal, a curt rap, and
guitar. Mac sings over the
hip-hop drums of “Complicated” and raps on top
of the stately jazz guitar
on “Hand Me Downs.”
The blend is seamless.
“Circles” is, by turns, quiet
and cozy but also stripped
and unnerving.

Mac Miller, whose real
name was Malcolm James
McCormick, was born on
January 19, 1996. He was
a rapper, singer, record
producer, and songwriter. Found unresponsive in
his home on September 7,
2018, his cause of death
was ruled as an accidental overdose. On January
17th, Miller’s family released his posthumous album titled “Circles.” This
album is called “Circles”
with the idea of swimphoto by Christopher Polk, Getty Images for Coachella
ming in circles to complement his 2018 album
titled “Swimming.”
“Circles” is Miller’s sixth
album and the perfect epilogue to his career. Miller
was gone at age 26, just
before he was able to see
the success of his album
“Swimming.”
“Circles”
helps to complete the
loop that Miller had created with “Swimming.”
Miller sang more than he
ever had before on his album “Swimming,” and he
crosses a threshold with
almost no rapping in “Circles.” Miller succeeded in
creating two albums that
photo by G L Askew bring balance to each oth-

A NOD TO ALCOTT: GERWIG’S
“LITTLE WOMEN”
by Abbs Kern
Louisa May Alcott’s “Little Women” tells a story
of a woman striving to
create a life for herself in
a world created largely
by and for men. Though
the original volume was
published in 1868, it is
the amended second volume, published in 1869,
that has been widely read
and appreciated. Alcott
wrote the second half of
the volume (the main part
of the amendment) due to
pressure from publishers
and a small audience over
a lack of love interest for
Jo in the original manuscript. Because of this,
Alcott disdained much of
the acclaim received for
the 1869 rendition, as it
strayed from the original
semi-autobiographical
narrative.
Despite Alcott’s disappointment in her final
product, audiences have
widely received the final
story that has become a
beloved token of American literature. Director
and writer Greta Gerwig’s
2019 film adaptation of
the novel has reawakened
a love for Jo, Meg, Amy,
& Beth’s story, while expanding upon some of

the underlying feministic
ideals and giving a nod
to Alcott’s timeline and
creative process. Since its
release, critics have given
high acclaim to the complex way in which Gerwig
weaves past and present
societal issues while remaining true to the period in which the story was
written.
Alcott and her infamous
character Jo were both
rejected by corporate
writers—a field that was
at its time largely dominated by men. But each
woman’s steadfast devotion to her discipline
drove a continued pursuit
of their passions, despite
the meta-narrative that
women are meant to pursue the arts, fall in love,
and become wives. This
meta-narrative has even
been prevalent in literature authored by female
writers, largely due to
pressure from publishers.
Such was the case in Alcott’s amendment of “Little Women,” which led to
her unhappiness with the
final published edition
and disillusionment with
its success.

choices to highlight Alcott’s drive and passion
despite the hardship she
faced in attempting to
overcome systemic male
pressure in her trade, a
battle she would ultimately lose. One potent example of this is displayed
in the scene in which Jo
meets with her publisher,
Mr. Dashwood, concerning her finished novel,
where there is some contention over the addition
of the character of the
professor as the love interest of the main character. The scene climaxes
with Jo negotiating a larger sum of money for the
addition of the character,
declaring, “If I’m going to
sell my heroine into marriage for money, I might
as well get some of it.”

John Matteson of The Atlantic praises Gerwig’s
nod to Alcott’s journey
with her novel, arguing
that it introduces an aspect of dignity to the complexity of the author’s situation and epitomizes love:
Jo can either maintain her
independence and goal of
writing a new narrative
for female writers, or she
can take the larger sum of
In her film adaptation, money, thus succumbing
Gerwig made stylistic to the meta-narrative, but

fire?” On “Hand Me
Downs,” he raps about
moving carelessly and
stumbling through the
same patterns. “Hands,”
the only full rap song,
works through negativity
while displaying the subtly knotty lyricism he fell
in love with as a teenager.

“Swimming” and “Circles” help to establish the
rapper as comfortable
in his own skin, as Mac
wasn’t able to fully show
this before he passed. The
strong message throughout this entire album is to
seek out what you’re good
at, and who you’re good
with, and never look back.
Miller has said, “I really
wouldn’t want just happiness. And I don’t want just
sadness either. I don’t want
to be depressed. I want to
be able to have good days
and bad days.” There will
be much made of the contrast between the warm,
perseverant “Swimming”
and the wearier, groggier
The production, steered “Circles.” Miller is in the
by “Swimming” collab- balance.
orator Jon Brion, is lush
but also light in its touch, He was a poet who was,
as are the vocals, which for most of his 26 years,
unpack tough ideas in between heaven and hell,
low, raw tones. “If life is doing his best to stay
but a dream, then so are grounded until the clouds
we,” Miller muses on “I came calling. It is very fitCan See.” “Why I gotta ting that Miller’s last act is
build something beau- one of self-reformation.
tiful just to go set it on
also gaining the ability to
provide and care for her
family. Actress Florence
Pugh (Amy March) said
of Gerwig’s choices in
an interview with Vanity
Fair, “One of the things
that really jumped out in
this version [is] how difficult it was for women
to succeed. They were all
creative, they were all artists, and they all had big
dreams, but ... they all had
to give that up, except for
Jo. I hadn’t taken [that]
into account as heavily
as this version highlighted.” Critics such as Matteson have praised Gerwig’s ability to highlight
these complexities while
remaining faithful to the
overarching themes of Al-

cott’s original storyline.
The message portrayed by
the novel and its 2019 adaptation is a striking one:
the success of a woman in
a man’s world is a feat in
it of itself—it looks different from the success of a
man, and often involves
making compromises that
end with a loss of power.
Gerwig’s take on the classic novel may seem irreverent to “Little Women”
purists, but many critics
have argued her stylistic choices make the tale
more relevant to a new
generation of fans, while
keeping intact the story
that has enticed readers
since 1869.

Gerwig at the Berlinale 2018 - photo by Martin Kraft
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A TIME TO CELEBRATE: THE PORTER’S
GATE AT COVENANT COLLEGE
by Ellie Brown

vite them in. The stranger and the traveler were
held in incredibly high regard because of Matthew
25:40, which says: “‘Truly
I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of
these brothers and sisters
of mine, you did for me.’”
The stranger and the traveler were viewed as gifts
from the Lord, and physical representations of Jesus himself. This idea is
what inspired the name
“The Porter’s Gate:” their
goal was to write songs
that welcomed the stranger and the traveler, and
challenged the body of
Christ to do the same.

“We served this morning,
we’re going to learn now,
and later tonight we’re going to celebrate,” said Dr.
Amy Bagby before Pastor
Howard Brown’s lecture
on MLK Day. The Porter’s
Gate concert, featuring
Audrey Assad and Urban
Doxology, among others,
was a celebration, but not
a naive celebration that ignores the laments that are
still so prevalent in today’s
day and age. It was a battle cry, a call to remember
who God is and who we
are as His children in light
of the battles of injustice,
abuse, and so many other
things that surround us.
The Porter’s Gate performance and invitation to
The Porter’s Gate is a worship were an incrediworship project that was ble way to end MLK Day
started by Isaac and Me- at Covenant College. Magan Wardell in 2017. Isaac rie Bowen ‘20 described
Wardell is a Covenant it as “...this electrifying
College graduate who night—this celebration,
also started the Christian this lament, this challenge
band Bifrost Arts. The for believers to be loving
goal was to gather togeth- and
welcoming…[T]o
er people of all different celebrate the diversity of
backgrounds and cultures every member of the body
to create songs that better was such a wonderful way
reflected the diversity of to end MLK Day.”
the church, character, and
glory of God.
Bowen went on to explain
how the other events orThe term “porter” is a ganized by Covenant for
monastic term, used to the day, including a serdescribe a role where the vice project that morning
bearer specifically stood and a lecture by Pastor
at the door, or the gate, Howard Brown that afterof the monastery, and noon, made her thankful
watched for strangers and for Covenant’s intentional
travelers, waiting to in- choice to not only address

the minds of those in their
community, but their
bodies and spirits as well.
The concert was a powerful way to culminate a
day of engaging all three:
“We didn’t just focus on
the mind, we didn’t just
focus on the hands, we
also focused on the spirit.
It was this very full, holistic approach to the day,
[and] I was thankful…to
celebrate the legacy of Dr.
King in that way,” Bowen
remarked.
At the end of the concert,
Isaac Wardell stood up
and said that for the past
couple of days they had
been touring, they had
been ending the night
with the Doxology. However, he felt that, because
it was MLK Day, it was
only appropriate to sing
a benediction written by
one of the band members that was inspired by
a quote from Dr. King. It
was a powerful way to finish out a day of remembering Dr. King’s legacy
and his mission “to make
the kingdom more full
here,” Bowen said. “We
were so blessed by The
Porter’s Gate and their
music. [It was] a tangible,
visible reality of what the
kingdom of God really
looks like, which was part
of Dr. King’s message: being more fully the body of
Christ and who we were
meant to be, living together in community.”

CREATIVES GATHER AT MONTHLY
COMMUNITY-LED EVENT
by Katie Smith

ice breaker question that
varies month-by-month
as well. People smile as
they ponder their answers
to questions like, “What
superpower would you
like to have?” or “Where
would you not mind getting lost?”

Some call it a networking event. Some call it a
retreat. Some even go so
far as to call it “church
for creatives.” If there is
one thing for sure, it’s that
CreativeMornings Chattanooga encompasses all
of that and more.
CreativeMornings is a
global nonprofit orgaIndividuals from all over nization that started in
Chattanooga trickle into 2008 in New York with
local venues, like the Ed- the intention of promotney Innovation Center, ing creative talent and
The Signal, and Wander- cultivating communities
linger Brewing Company, of creators. There are 211
in the early hours of the cities across six contimorning on the last Friday nents that dedicate one
of every month. Though morning every month
the location changes each to sharing breakfast and
time, there are few things conversation with fellow
that remain constant: the makers, completely free
donuts, Plus Coffee, and of charge. These events
conversation.
are hosted and run entirely by volunteers who
When people enter the are passionate about the
venue, they are greeted value of connections and
cheerfully by a table of continuous learning.
volunteers and prompted to fill out a name Chattanooga became a
tag, but not just any old chapter of CreativeMornname tag— one with an ings in 2016. Many who

The Porter’s Gate’s two albums - images from theportersgate.com

are even traditional nine
to five corporate workers
who have creative passions. CreativeMornings
serves as a space for creatives to feel a sense of belonging in a widespread
community, no matter if
their work actually overlaps.

CreativeMornings
HQ
chooses a theme that every chapter around the
world must recruit a community member to present on. “Wonder,” “Justice,” “Muse,” and “Lost”
are some of the themes
that were presented last
year.

Emily Highsmith ‘20, an
Art major with a concentration in design, attended a handful of events in
2019. She said, “If you’re a
student and trying to get
into the creative field, it’s
a must-go. It’d be a great
opportunity to get to
know other creatives as it
Attendees come from all brings them together on a
types of industries. Some regular basis”
are freelancers, some
work for creative agen- Highsmith’s favorite part
cies, some are artists, and is the twenty-minute
some are coders. Some talk each event is framed
around. Each month,

The first CreativeMornings of 2020 takes place
on January 31st from 8:30
- 10:00 a.m. and the theme
is “Roots.” The location
and speaker have yet to be
announced (they typically release the venue and
speaker a few days prior
to the event), but signing
up for their newsletter at
https://creativemornings.
com/cities/cha or following them on Instagram
@chattanooga_cm will
notify potential attendees
with the details.

call Chattanooga home
recognize that it is brimming with artistic and
creative energy, with the
Chattanooga Public Library’s recent development of the Makerspace
and numerous galleries
and music halls popping
up around town. CreativeMornings Chattanooga
embodies that energy as
dozens of creatives gather
to meet and mingle with
people in similar spaces.

image from creativemornings.com
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RESTFULNESS ON THE
SABBATH
by Jessica Florey
Observing the Sabbath
is a complex discussion
at Covenant. During my
four years here, my understanding and view of
the Sabbath has continued to transform. The
Sabbath is not only a day
of rest for our bodies, but
also a day of rest for our
souls—a day set aside to
worship and be reminded
of the many ways God has
been faithful in the past
week.
In my experience, we do
not often see this whole
picture of Sabbath rest and
worship play out among
the student body at Covenant. We emphasize the
need for physical rest but
often we confuse Sabbath
rest with watching TV or
sleeping. Are those really
all that it means to enjoy
the rest for our souls in
worship that the Sabbath

offers us?
Taking a Sunday to sleep
in or miss church because
life can be hectic is okay,
but we do need to be careful about not getting into
a habit of. It can be easy
to trick our minds into
believing that “Oh, I’m
feeling a little under the
weather, and I haven’t rested all week” or “I stayed
up ‘til 2 AM last night and
really just need to take an
easy morning.” This is not
what the Sabbath is about.
The Sabbath is about taking a day away from the
work of the week, and focusing on worshiping and
glorifying God.
Although we should be
worshiping every day of
the week, the Sabbath is
specifically set aside to
worship as a Christian
body. If we are taking the
Sabbath seriously, that
means setting aside oth-

er things to make sure
we can prioritize worship
on that day; for instance,
maybe instead of staying
up until 2 AM, you could
go to bed earlier so you
don’t need to sleep in.
I do believe a part of the
Sabbath is, in fact, taking
physical rest. This can be
in soaking in time with
friends, not doing homework, and even in letting our brains relax with
some entertainment. But
this day was set aside for
reflecting on God’s faithfulness in the week and in
all that he has done. Are
we really doing that by
prioritizing physical and
mental rest?

even lusting after relationships in the show.
As Hannah Bloomquist,
Andreas RD, once said,
“Would you eat a brownie
with a piece of poop in it?”
That is exactly what we
are doing when we watch
shows like “Friends,” one
of the first shows that,
rather than condemning
having multiple sexual
partners, lent normalcy to
that behavior.

While there is much that
I do not understand about
the Sabbath, and while
I have not yet mastered
healthy restful habits, one
thing I know for sure is
that many forms of entertainment, TV shows,
In particular, spending in particular, are not very
Sundays enjoying TV worshipful or restful for
shows strikes me as con- our souls.
cerning. Often TV programs are quite the op- Each person has their own
posite of worshipful rest. convictions, and the SabThese shows turn our bath will look different for
minds to the things of this everyone, but I pray that
world instead of heaven- each of you would hold
ly things, involving our- your Sabbath up to the
selves in the gossip and Lord and consider how it
drama of the world and could be more glorifying

THE
VERDICT
YES,
to Scholarship
Weekend

NO,
to hecking long
lunch lines

and honoring to him. Instead of being quick to use
the excuse of rest to watch
TV, you could prayer
journal, read devotional
works, or spend time in
fellowship.

A GROWNUP’S GUIDE TO
VOTING
by Kyle Kraus

the primary, but you’ll be
able to vote across the line
The 2020 primaries are during the general elecright around the corner, tion in November.
with Iowa starting us off
on February 3. But with Third, practice filling
so much going on, how out a ballot, so you’ll be
can a Covenant College ready for the real deal
student know how to On the same website, you
vote? In this guide, you can find a sample absentee
will learn the ins and outs ballot. Practice filling this
of how to vote, where to ballot out beforehand. If
vote, and how to gather you make a mistake on
information to help you the official ballot, you’ll
determine for whom you have to request a new balshould vote.
lot from the voting office.
If you’ve waited until the
First, make sure you are last minute or had to get a
registered to vote
new ballot, you may miss
Go to your home state’s the voting deadlines. As
official voting website and soon as you receive your
check to make sure that ballot, fill it in and send
you are registered to vote. it back before election
For Tennessee and Geor- day. If the ballot does not
gia, you’ll have to be reg- reach the voting office
istered by February 3 and before the polls close, it
February 24, respectively, won’t count.
in order to vote in the primaries!
Fourth, research the candidates on their websites
Second, send in a request Most candidates today
for an absentee ballot, have their own personand pick a party
al websites. Use these to
After you have confirmed learn more about what
that you are registered to each candidate believes,
vote, make sure to ask for and what they support. If
an absentee ballot from a candidate’s website menyour state’s voting office. tions an outside group
This form can be found on they support, research
the same website as your that as well. Often, groups
registration status. You’ll that a candidate support
also have to select a party will be far more reveal- Democrat, Republican ing about his or her goals
or Independent. You’ll be than the candidate is. For
locked into that party for instance, when doing re-

a polling location in California, 2008 - photo by Tom Arthur

search, you may find out
that someone you thought
was a moderate, is actually more extreme in their
views. Church affiliation
is also an important thing
to research--a candidate
may claim to be a Christian, but his/her church
might say otherwise.

All media has a bias, but
some may be more blatantly biased than other
media. It’s even possible
for news sites to be owned
or run by the candidates
themselves, so be careful!
Also, there are multiple
sources online that can
show the degree to which
a news source is linked to
Fifth, see what bills the party propaganda.
candidate has supported
in the past
Seventh, always use mulNothing is as revealing as tiple sources
a candidate’s voting histo- As the media grows more
ry. A candidate can claim partisan by the day, it’s
to support anything, but wise to use multiple sourcwhen the rubber meets es with different political
the road, how do they re- loyalties while researchally vote?
ing the candidates. For
example, you should use
Sixth, when researching not only Fox and CNN,
candidates, be aware of but also newspapers such
biased media
as The Wall Street Journal

and the Washington Post.
Different newspapers emphasize different things,
so it’s important to view
more than one in this important decision.
Effective voting may seem
difficult, but it can be really simple to achieve. Just
remember, voting could
only take a few hours out
of your life now, and the
people we vote for today
will truly make an impact on the future. As the
great Greek orator, Pericles, once said, “Just because you do not take an
interest in politics, doesn’t
mean politics won’t take
an interest in you.”
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IT’S HARD TO STAY
PAWSITIVE ABOUT “CATS”
by Jem Davenport
When T.S. Eliot wrote
“Old Possum’s Book of
Practical Cats,” a book of
poems about feline psychology and sociology, I
don’t think he meant for
this to happen. What do
I mean by this? I mean
Taylor Swift, Rebel Wilson, James Corden, and
a number of other wellknown celebrities in CGI
catsuits… or would it be
cat skins?
I don’t even know what
to call it, because I’m too
busy focusing on the fact
that I wish Idris Elba had
kept on the few clothing
items he possessed. I have
never been more glad to
have glasses that I could
remove in order to no
longer see the screen. Before I delve too much into
the reviewing, let’s set the
scene.
As mentioned above, T.S.
Eliot wrote a book of poems about cats in 1939.
After he died, Andrew
Lloyd Webber asked Eliot’s widow if he could
adapt the work into a
musical, an idea which
she loved. The musical
was a huge hit in London
and New York, and at the
height of “Cats’” fame,
it was not only the longest running musical, but
there was also a proposed
Steven Spielberg animated movie about it, though
the project, unfortunately,
fell through after years of
planning.
Even today, “Cats” is the
fourth-longest-running
Broadway show and West
End musical. In 1998,
Lloyd Webber oversaw

and produced an unmemorable direct-to-video film version of “Cats.”
Most recently, Universal
Pictures released a theatrical movie musical feature of “Cats,” and boy is
it hard to forget.
As someone who has only
seen the “Cats” feature
films, I cannot speak to
the original endearing
absurdity of “Cats” live;
however, I can say a fair
bit in comparison between the 1998 film and
the 2019 film. The biggest
issue for me, in viewing
“Cats” (2019), was the
CGI.

Photoshopping human
faces onto unfortunately realistic humanoid
cat things? I’m not a fan.
Photoshopping human
faces onto enslaved mice
and sentient cockroaches? I have seen “It,” “The
Babadook,” “The Emoji
Movie,” and many other movies proclaiming The only redeeming facto be horrific, but none tor of “Cats” (2019) is the
of them come close to music. I could close my
how disturbing it is to see
Rebel Wilson chow down
on cockroaches with human faces. There’s even a
crunch.

What if we didn’t bring
our phones into the Great
Hall?

eyes and genuinely enjoy
the songs, which are really
the carrying factor of the
musical. In the original
musical, the plot revolves
around the cats introducing themselves through
song until the end, when
one of them is chosen to
go to cat heaven. Again, I
wish I was joking.
The movie adheres to the
original songs closely with
the addition of “Beautiful
Ghosts”, a brand new track
written by Taylor Swift
and Andrew Lloyd Webber for Francesca Hayward’s character. The only
issue music-wise for me
was casting Jennifer Hudson as Grizabella; Hudson has a superstar voice,
but it’s too clean for the
raw, vulnerable act that
is Grizabella’s show-stopping “Memory”.
“Cats” (2019) received a
lot of mixed reviews—
some people thought it
was as hilarious as it was
ridiculous, others thought
it was a flaming pile of kitty litter—but the general
consensus across both
positive and negative was
that the movie is really, really, really—and I cannot

stress this enough—really
weird. The CGI was a big
turnoff for most, and like
I said, the plot has never
been the strong point of
the musical.
There are, however, so
many missed opportunities here. Someone could
have attempted to write a
more cohesive plot for the
musical; with the right
people, brainpower, and
effort behind the scenes,
I believe that “Cats” could
have been cohesive and
coherent, maybe even enjoyable.
Another wasted opportunity is the wonderful
world that could have
been created through
animation. Through the
magic of studio animation, I think the world of
“Cats” and the characters
would have been a lot
less cringy and less overwhelmed by the personalities of the actors. All in
all, I give “Cats” 0 catnips
out of 10. Universal can
use the 71 million dollars
they lost to help pay for all
the therapy people need
after seeing this movie.

Unfortunately, taking off
my glasses didn’t help
save that scene. In contrast, the 1998 film made
it very clear that the “cats”
were played by humans in
costume and makeup. The
21st century could never.
They would rather butcher animals and insects
alike with CGI.
I have no issues with
the “Cats” actors themselves—they performed
well enough, and I should

PHONES IN THE
GREAT HALL
by Sydney Teagarden

certainly hope so, considering they went to
cat school for this. They
went somewhere to crawl
around on all fours, imitating cats. No, I’m not
joking. Picture it, folks [or
maybe don’t]: Ian McKellen in cat school. I bet he
wished he had not passed.
However, the casting
seems to be a little bit of
a checklist of household
Hollywood names, with
the exception of lovely
debut actress Francesca
Hayward, principal ballerina in the Royal Ballet at Covent Garden in
London. Her dancing, of
course, is phenomenal,
so it’s a crying shame that
her debut movie was a
million-dollar flop. Conversely, the “Cats” (1998)
cast was made up entirely of professional singers
and dancers; they may
not have been household
names, known by even
boomers, but they were
the most qualified for
their roles and made the
film enjoyable for viewers, as ridiculous as the
concept of “Cats” is.

next to.
“He’s on his phone,” we
say, “so that means it’s
okay for me to be on
mine.”
“Maybe she just wants
to be left alone. After all,
she pulled out her phone
first.”
“We’re vibing together.”
“I don’t want to make it
weird or anything.”
“Small talk is overrated,
anyway.”

“But that’s crazy,” you say,
“because most of us need
them to get in!” Yes, I’m
aware of this conundrum.
But join me in imagining what it would be like
if you left your phone in
your dorm room and just
brought your Scots Card.
Okay, you with me? Great. But what if you didn’t have
that option? What if you
Imagine eating a meal were out of your comfort
without your phone. You zone without anywhere
wouldn’t have such an to retreat? Does that scare
easy way out of trying to you as much as it scares
make conversation with me, to the point that you
the friend of your friend start making excuses like
that you are now sitting the ones I make?

Taylor Swift as Bombalurina in Cats. No, really. - image from Universal Pictures

“I would hate not being
able to listen to music
when I’ve been overwhelmed by socializing all
day and just need to hide
myself from the chaos.”
“But I want to capture
my favorite people in the
times that they’re truly
themselves.”
These excuses are both
valid commentaries on
what it means to be human, especially for me. I
like my alone time, and,
being a photographer,
having a phone is quite a
blessing when you want
to capture quick memories of your friends.

had a rough day and just
need to sit with someone
who will respect my silence.” Could we take the
step of being honest with
even our acquaintances?
Could we humble ourselves to listen to them
and respect their need for
silence, a listening ear, or
someone to encourage
them?

What if we intentionally acted as the body of
Christ—as His ears, His
arms, and His tactile ambassadors to each other. I
know that I often forget
that my family in Christ
needs to see Him in me
just as much as my unsaved friends need to see
But what would the pos- Him.
itives be of getting rid of
that basically-vital piece This attitude isn’t optionof technology? Would we al—it’s required by God as
learn to talk to our friends an outward expression of
more honestly? “Hey, I the change within. While

taking phones out of the
equation isn’t the cure-all,
and it’s surely possible to
be intentional even with
our phones, I hope that
that mental picture helps
put into focus the things
that we let distract us.
Just imagine yourself fully
engaged: the level of impact you would have, and
the love you could let God
show others through you.
How is that different from
how you were today?
What could you do to get
closer to that level of intentionality with people?
These are the questions I
want to keep asking myself in this new semester,
and I hope you’ll join me.
Let’s see what it looks like
to be not just a friendly
face, but an actual friend,
to those around us.

