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THE IMPEACHMENT
INQUIRY: RECENT
DEVELOPMENTS
by Hannah Urban
The impeachment investigation of President Trump was
launched roughly a month ago
due to a whistleblower complaint. The complaint said that
Trump abused his power for
political gain by pushing the
Ukrainian president to investigate former-Vice President Joe
Biden. Democrats have issued
several subpoenas and requests
for documents and testimonies
in order to proceed with the investigation.
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TAD EVEARITT WINS RUDY AND
COLLYN SCHMIDT SERVICE AWARD
by Elias Ferenczy
During chapel on November 1,
Tad Evearitt, graphic designer
for the Marketing and Communications department, received
the Rudy and Collyn Schmidt
Service Award for his service
to the college. Several students
flashed hall signs as Evearitt
smiled for his presidential selfie.
“Covenant’s a much healthier

AROUND THE
WORLD IN
500 WORDS
by Leif Le Mahieu
Political unrest continues in
Hong Kong as police and civilian clashes continued on November 11. One protestor was
shot as a Chinese policeman
wrestled with a white-hooded
protestor at an intersection. A
black-hooded protestor then
came up seemingly to help the
other protestor and was shot

place because of Tad’s years of
faithful service here,” President
Halvorson said.

to enriching the student experience and advancing the effectiveness of the college.

Rudy and Collyn Schmidt
moved to Lookout Mountain
with the college in 1964. They
helped found New City Fellowship in a YMCA on south
Chattanooga’s Mitchell Street,
where Evearitt attended as a
young boy. At Covenant, they
spent decades working often
low-profile jobs that were vital

The award, named after the
Schmidts, originated a few
years ago, when the administration was searching for a way
to honor exemplary employees
who follow the Schmidts’ legacy in promoting Christ-like
service. Since then, past winners have included head men’s
soccer coach Scott Bosgraf in

by the policeman. The protestor who was shot is now in stable condition according to the
Hong Kong hospital authority.

terim president will be the deputy head of the Senate.

Another violent incident that
put another individual in critical condition took place in the
Ma On Shan neighborhood. A
man was lit on fire after being
covered in a flammable liquid
by another individual. Police
are still investigating whether
this burning incident is connected to the political protests
that have been taking place
over the past several months.
Another protest incident occurred the same day, as police
used tear gas and water cannons against students protesting at the Chinese University.
“I do not want to go into details,” said Hong Kong Executive Carrie Lam, “but I just
want to make it very clear that
we will spare no effort in finding ways and means that could
end the violence in Hong Kong
as soon as possible.”
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The President of Bolivia, Evo
Morales, has resigned following
several weeks of pressure from
the army and other protestors.
An election to determine the
next president will be scheduled, but for now Bolivia’s in-

Morales, the first indigenous
leader of Bolivia, had served
as Bolivia’s president for three
terms beginning in 2006. Last
October, he garnered much
criticism by running for a
fourth term which is technically illegal in Bolivia’s Constitution.
The Bolivian people have been
polarized by Morales’s resignation. Some celebrated while
Morales’s supporters took to
the streets in protest. Several
buses have been destroyed, and
politicians’ homes have been
targeted in the wake of the resignation.

2018, campus architect David
Northcutt in 2017, and Alumnus of the Year Bob Harbert in
2016.
“We wanted a way to recognize
folks, and acknowledge their
good service to the college, and
naming an award after Rudy
and Collyn Schmidt made a lot
of sense,” said Halvorson.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

cern among many nations, as
it could allow Iran to continue
to develop its nuclear program
and eventually nuclear weapons.
In a recent attempt to stabilize and secure the northeast
state of Borno, Nigerian forces
have killed many Boko Haram
militants, according to Ghana
News. The Nigerian army’s increased attempts to eliminate
the Islamic terrorist group from
the region have yielded put increasing pressure on the insurgent terror group.
Speaking to reporters, Nigerian
army spokesman Aminu Iliya-

On October 31, the House voted to make the impeachment
inquiry formal. It passed in a
231 to 194 vote with no support
from Republicans and three abstentions. Only two Democrats
voted no on the formalization
and there was one abstention.
This opened up a new public
side of the investigation.
The vote approved a resolution
that would set out rules for an
impeachment process. Democrats had been investigating the
issue behind closed doors for
evidence and heard testimonies for about five weeks before
the vote. Now that evidence is
slowly being made public.
Gordon Sondland, ambassador to the European Union
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

su claimed that the army was
identifying more Boko Haram
hideouts and therefore raiding
and bombarding them with
their better weapons. The Nigerian army has been systematically going after Boko Haram
and hopes to eliminate as many
militants as it can and to establish safer areas in northern Nigeria.
The Daily Post has also reported that two individuals who had
been hostages of Boko Haram
have been recently released.
Moses Oyeleke, pastor of Living Faith Church, and science
teacher Ndagilaya Umar have
both been released.

In the Middle East, there is
growing international concern
about the increase in Iran’s uranium stores. Iran’s accumulation of low-enriched uranium
is greater than what the Joint
Comprehension Action Plan
(JCPOA) allows them to have,
according to the International
Atomic Energy Agency.
The International Atomic Energy Agency found that Iran
had about 172 more kilograms
of low-enriched uranium than
they were supposed to. This increase in uranium caused con-
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RISING SEA LEVELS WILL BE THREE TIMES
WORSE THAN PREVIOUSLY THOUGHT
by Will Payne
Scientists at Climate Central, a
New Jersey-based research center, have published a new model for estimating coastal elevations, which predicts that the
effects of sea-level rise could
be three times more severe
than previous estimates. Under
these new models, as many as
340 million people will live below annual flood levels by 2050.
By the end of the century, land
currently occupied by 190 million people will be below hightide levels, assuming the lowest
levels of carbon emission. The
results of this new model have
immense scientific, geopolitical, and economic implications.
Publishing late last month in
Nature Communications, computational scientist Scott Culp
and ecologist Benjamin Strauss
introduced a new, substantially more accurate method for
finding the elevation of land
in coastal areas. Using global
satellite-based elevation data,
along with airplane LIDAR of
coastal regions of the United
States, the authors trained a
neural network to correct for

obstacles such as buildings and
trees that can impede a satellite’s vision of the ground. They
found that previous satellite
models, which had not used
machine learning, substantially overestimated the safety of
many coastal areas. Remarkably, the best-case scenarios
under the new model (named
CoastalDEM 1.1) are worse
than the worst-case scenarios
under old models.
These results have an exceptionally high degree of urgency
for cities in Asia, where a dangerous conjunction of inaccurate mapping and low-lying
coastal population centers puts
millions of people at increased
risk. More than one-quarter of
the population of Vietnam (20
million people) is estimated to
live below high tide levels by
2100. Substantial portions of
Bangkok, Mumbai, Jakarta, the
Pearl River Delta, and coastal
Bangladesh will also be inundated. The effects aren’t limited
to Asia, however. CoastalDEM
also places Basra (Iraq) and Alexandria (Egypt) underwater.
Notably, these effects will occur
even under the most conserva-

CRISPR GENE EDITING
TECHNOLOGY TAKES NEXT
STEP FORWARD
by Mary Haynes
In late October NPR reported
on the “CRISPR revolution,”
saying that scientists have recently developed an easier way
to edit DNA and re-write genes
with more ease, precision, and
safety than ever before.
A field of study first initiated
in the 1990s and early 2000s,
CRISPR was first discovered
by Francisco Mojica, a scientist
at the University of Alicante in
Spain. According to the Broad
Institute’s website, he “proposed
that CRISPRs serve as part of
the bacterial immune system,
defending against invading viruses.” Whenever a CRISPR enzyme recognizes a threatening
bacterium, it essentially chops
up the offending bacterium’s
DNA until it doesn’t exist anymore.

In January 2013, Feng Zhang,
a scientist at the Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard, successively used a certain type
of CRISPR code called CRISPR-Cas9 to edit the genomes in
mouse and human cells.
Zhang, in a video posted on
the Broad Institute’s website,
describes the process as similar to editing a book. If there’s
a wrong word in a book—“big”
instead of “little,” for instance—
simply removing the word
“big” doesn’t fix the sentence. It
would also be incorrect to simply add in the word “little.” Instead, the editor must both take
out the wrong word (“big”) and
replace it with the correct word
(“little”).
Similarly, Zhang wants to use
CRISPR to find and remove
genetic mutations in human
DNA (the “wrong words,” so

tive estimates of sea-level rise,
underscoring the serious inaccuracy of previous predictions.
There will be two primary effects of this worsened flooding.
First, in areas that can afford it,
enormous expenditures will be
necessary to construct seawalls,
dikes, levees, and flood control
infrastructure. The impact on
economic productivity from
these constructions could be
severe. Notably, CoastalDEM
shows that 110 million people
already live below high tide
levels, in population centers
like Amsterdam and Shanghai.
This resistance to increasing
sea levels is possible thanks to
technological innovations that
protect populated areas from
flooding. However, flood control can fail. Speaking to the
New York Times, Strauss pointed to the effects of Hurricane
Katrina, which overwhelmed
New Orleans’s levee system and
killed almost 2,000 people. The
question, he told the Times, is
“How deep a bowl do we want
to live in?”

forts are not feasible (likely the majority of inundated
areas), a new refugee crisis
could emerge. Escaping from
inadequate infrastructure and
increasing natural disasters,
coastal dwellers around the
world may begin to move inland, potentially overwhelming
the capacity of inland communities. Climate refugees will become an increasing share of the
global migration crisis, compounding previous geopolitical stress, adding new regions
of concern, and extending the
current surge of migration into
the 2100s.
In the 20th century, sea levels
rose by 11-16 cm globally, almost entirely attributable to
climate change. In the 21st century, there are concerns that the
Antarctic ice sheet may begin
to destabilize under rising temperatures, potentially leading to

Second, in areas where billion-dollar flood control ef-

to speak), replacing them with
normal, healthy sequences (the
“right words”) in order to prevent genetic disease.
However, CRISPR-Cas9, while
accurate, has its limitations. For
instance, it’s unable to correct
genetic mutations in cells such
as those that carry Parkinson’s
and Huntington’s diseases.
New technology overcomes
these limitations. David Liu, a
biologist at Harvard and MIT,
reported to NPR that this technology, called prime editing, “is
really a step—and potentially a
significant step—towards this
long-term aspiration of the
field in which [scientists] are
trying to be able to make just
about any kind of DNA change
that anyone wants at just about
any site in the human genome.”
The implications of such technology are breath-taking. On
the one hand, while many lives
could be saved from lethal genetic diseases, prime editing
could also have potentially negative effects on patients, regardless of whether those effects occur on purpose or accidentally.
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increases in sea levels as large
as 2 meters. However, even
without this contribution from
the southern ice cap, sea-level
rise will still reach as much as
50 cm by 2100 under the most
optimistic carbon emission estimates.
Climate change is a preeminent threat to global security,
economic productivity, and
development. This surprising
new model, which points to
an increased effect for just one
aspect of climate change—sea
level—underscores the urgency
of climate action and the risk of
continued irresolution.
This article is based on the paper Kulp, S.A.,
Strauss, B.H. New elevation data triple estimates of global vulnerability to sea-level rise
and coastal flooding. Nat Commun 10, 4844
(2019) doi:10.1038/s41467-019-12808-z. Climate Central also provides a very helpful visualization tool on their website, which is available at coastal.climatecentral.org.
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One primary concern is about
the unintended effects of altering a person’s DNA. According
to the website SciTechDaily,
“a series of studies have suggested that CRISPR may cause
cells to lose their cancer-fighting ability, and that it may do
more damage to genes than
previously understood.” Other
unknown consequences could
appear as well.
Gene editing also has the potential to be used on embryos
in an attempt to create babies
that are stronger, healthier, and
even more intelligent, a move
which could create unfair social
disadvantages for those without
access to such technology.

sumers “to make sure that any
gene therapy they are considering has either been approved by
[the] FDA or is being studied
under appropriate regulatory
oversight.”
As gene-editing grows faster
and easier with new prime editing tech, however, these warnings may go unheeded, requiring stricter legislation.
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It is widely known among
the scientific community that
CRISPR and other gene editing technology is moving faster than government regulation
can keep up with.
In fact, it was only this past July
that Governor Gavin Newsom
of California signed the first
state law to directly address
CRISPR technology. This came
as a response to one California
resident in the business of selling “DIY gene-editing kits,” one
of which was apparently supposed to increase muscle mass
when properly applied.
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The new law, to go into effect
in January, prohibits “sales of
certain do-it-yourself CRISPR
supplies...unless they carry a
bold notice ‘stating that the kit
is not for self-administration.’”
according to the website Technology Review.
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Two years prior to this incident,
in 2017, the Food and Drug Administration announced that
DIY gene-therapy products
were illegal. According to their
website, the “FDA is aware that
gene therapy products intended
for self-administration and ‘do
it yourself ’ kits to produce gene
therapies for self-administration are being made available
to the public. The sale of these
products is against the law.
FDA is concerned about the
safety risks involved.”
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
When it’s time to choose candidates for the annual award,
Halvorson says the entire staff
of the college is included, as
they are asked who has most
exemplified these qualities.
Evearitt himself recalls “Aunt
Collyn’s” generosity in frequently hosting students at her
house, even in her old age. Having grown up here on Lookout
Mountain, he has been involved
with Covenant since his youth,
with his father teaching in the
Education Department.

IMPEACHMENT
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

and ally to Trump, provided
an important testimony last
month on October 3. His original testimony stated that there
was “never” a precondition on
the military aid that was sent
to Ukraine. This opposed many
of the statements that had gone
out, saying Trump put a quid
pro quo on the aid.
Quid quo pro essentially means
“thing for a thing,” or giving someone something they
want but only when they give
you what you want. The debate between the House is fo-
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After graduating from Covenant in 1998 with a major in
Sociology and a minor in Biblical and Theological Studies,
Evearitt now lives with his wife
and four children near Cloudland Canyon State Park, where
he can often be found outside
with his family. He loves reading books and listening to podcasts, striving to constantly advance himself through his love
of learning about a variety of
subjects.
Evearitt will have worked for
Covenant twenty years this
January, during which President Halvorson says he has
impacted every department on
campus. Beginning in Techcused mainly on whether or
not Trump put a quid pro quo
on the aid he withheld from
Ukraine, making them first
investigate Biden for his own
gain.
On Monday November 4,
Sondland changed his testimony and, in a three page addendum, said that the aid to
Ukraine was in fact linked to
the investigation of corruption
in the country. He said that it
was actually he who offered the
quid pro quo to a Ukrainian
official, telling them that they
probably would not get the aid
unless they publicly announced
the investigation Mr. Trump
wanted.

THE DIDDLY SQUAT ON
DEMOCRATIC CANDIDATES
by Anna Rogers
Tired of not knowing diddly
squat about politics? Well, get
ready to impress your friends
with your knowledge, because
boy oh boy do I have an article
for you.
2020 is one of those years that,
as a kid, sounded kind of weird
and made up. It just didn’t compute in your mind; it was too
far away and we’d probably never make it. But alas, the decade
is ending, and 2020 is nipping
at our heels, so it’s time to really pay attention to those upcoming presidential elections,
wouldn’t you say?
So, why not be informed this
time around? While I will not
be giving an exhaustive explanation of each candidate, I
(with a little help and information from the New York Times)
will be giving you a little snapshot of what a few of the Democratic front runners are doing
so far, just to jump start you in
your political journey.
First, Joseph Robinette Biden,
Jr., affectionately known as Joe
Biden. You may know him as
the 47th vice president back in
the day, when Barack Obama
was in office. Biden is 76 years
old (77 on November 20th!)
and was born in Scranton,
Pennsylvania right next to Michael Scott. But don’t let that
fool you, the man is no stranger
to politics. Biden is a six-term
senator from Delaware, and he
has also tried for the Democratic nomination for president in
1988 and 2008. And of course,
there’s the whole vice president
thing. He’s kind of like your
cool, famous grandpa.

Biden’s current national polling
average is 28%, making him the
Democratic front runner. He
is passionate about the issue
of health care, and often discusses it in relation to some of
his own personal tragedies, including the loss of his first wife
and daughter in 1972 and the
loss of his son in 2015. Along
with the issue of health care,
the New York Times states that
some of Biden’s other signature
issues are, “Restoring America’s
standing on the global stage
[and] strengthening economic protections for low-income
workers in industries like manufacturing and fast food.” Ladies and gentleman, Mr. Joe
Biden. *applause*
Close behind Biden, with a national polling average of 20%,
is Elizabeth Ann Warren, affectionately known as Elizabeth
Warren. The 70-year-old Massachusetts senator and former
Harvard professor is known
for “having a plan.” Seriously,
she has released detailed plans
that could potentially reshape
and restructure the economy,
and her phrase “I have a plan
for that” has even made an appearance or two on t-shirt designs. You may also know her
as that candidate who takes selfies with everyone. That’s right,
Warren spends hours at the
end of her town hall meetings
at the front of her “selfie line,”
where anyone and everyone
can quickly and efficiently have
their picture taken with her and
shake her hand. Maybe that
seems a little silly to some, but
in a world of social media, this
has proved to be an effective
mode of spreading her name
and message to those across
America, as well as helping her
stand out among competitors.

nology Services, he honed his
problem-solving skills and advanced into web development
and electronic media.
Evearitt’s work consists of designing projects for multiple
channels including email, print,
apps, and web. While largely a
student of typography and design principles, he analyzes the
college’s marketing strategies
and diagnoses various problems from his position in project management.
Evearitt says his former director
and colleague Jen Allen, among
others, was instrumental in his
growth at Covenant College,
and he accepts the award with

Sondland’s argument was that
two other recent testimonies he
heard had “refreshed his memory,” according to NPR news.
This boosted the Democrats’
argument that Trump did put
a quid pro quo on the aid, and
angered Republicans who believe Sondland betrayed Trump
by going back on his word.
Trump has not expressed any
worries about the ongoing investigations. According to the
New York Times, he said, “I’m
not concerned about anything.
The testimony has all been fine.”
He also said many of the witnesses were people he did not
know or who do not support

She’s kind of like your cool, hip
grandma.
As an expert in bankruptcy law,
Warren also knows her stuff.
She helped set up the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
during the Obama administration, and is known for her policy plans, including “creating a
wealth tax, canceling student
loan debt for most borrowers,
and breaking up big technology companies,” according to the
New York Times. Warren is passionate about income equality
and political corruption, as she
sees big corporations attacking
the middle class. Let’s also not
forget that she is a woman, and
a woman has never become
president. A history-making
election, if she makes it. Ladies
and gentlemen, Ms. Elizabeth
Warren. *applause*

humility in regards to both his
coworkers and the Schmidts.
“I’m not in the same universe as
these people,” he says of Rudy
and Collyn Schmidt. “Where
needed most, that’s where they
were.”
Marketing and Communications Director John Horton,
who arrived at Covenant two
months ago, says Evearitt took
the unique initiative of anticipating things before they happened. Before Horton moved to
the area from Orlando, Evearitt
was accommodating his arrival through email inquiries, the
setting-up of his office, and the
ordering of business materials.
him. When asked about Sondland he said “I hardly knew the
man.”
Mick Mulvaney, the acting
White House Chief of Staff, said
last month in the White House
briefing room that a quid pro
quo did link the aid money to
investigation and that reporters should “get over it,” according to the New York Times. He
retracted this statement a few
hours later.
Trump said in a tweet from
November 3 that “False stories
are being reported that a few
Republican Senators are saying that President Trump may
have done a quid pro quo, but

ideas that he is trying to push
forward. First, Sanders is a
self-proclaimed democratic socialist. While the exact definition of this term is a little tricky,
democratic socialists do not
support capitalism, meaning
that “they want workers to control the means of production,”
according to the New York
Times. They also believe that
socialism should be achieved
via democracy, hence the term
democratic socialist. Sanders

“He personifies what Covenant
College stands for,” Horton
said, adding that he was not
at all surprised when Evearitt
won.
For Evearitt, the work he does
is all about the meaning and vision of Covenant College, as he
strives to explore and proclaim
the preeminence of Christ in
all things. One of his favorite
quotes, by Abraham Kuyper,
says, “There is not a square inch
in the whole domain of our
human existence over which
Christ, who is Sovereign over
all, does not cry, Mine!”

it doesn’t matter, there is nothing wrong with that, it is not an
impeachable event. Perhaps so,
but read the transcript, there is
no quid pro quo!”
As the investigation moves forward, a new defense approach is
being taken by Republicans and
Trump. Most Republicans who
have been against the impeachment have said that Trump did
not put a quid pro quo on the
aid. With all the new evidence
coming forward that may suggest differently, some are now
saying that even if he did, it is
not grounds for impeachment.

is also known for his “Medicare for all” platform, as well as
pushing for tuition-free public
college. Ladies and gentlemen,
Mr. Bernie Sanders. *applause*
These are brief insights into
your top 3 Democratic candidates, but let me remind you
there are 14 other Democrats
currently running. So remember to stay informed, exercise
your right to vote, and keep doing your best!

For our third and final candidate, coming in with a national
polling average of 17%, we have
Bernard Sanders, affectionately known as Bernie “Feel the
Bern” Sanders. A theme so far
in these three candidates is that
they seem to know what they’re
doing, and Sanders is no exception. Sanders was elected to
the House of Representatives in
1990 and is the former mayor of
Burlington, Vermont (not to be
confused with the Burlington
Coat Factory), as well as a senator from Vermont. Something
definitely worth mentioning
is that Sanders is 78 years old,
which means that if he were to
be elected, he would be the oldest president in history. I will
say that, if Joe Biden or Donald
Trump were also elected, they
too would hold the title of oldest president in history. However, Sanders takes the cake, because he is older than both. He’s
kind of like your cool, really old
grandpa.
Sanders, runner-up to Hillary
Clinton in the 2016 Democratic primary, has many topics and
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AN INSIDE LOOK AT VARSITY
MEN’S SOCCER
by Seth Robinson
This season, and the journey
along the way, has been super exciting. We have battled
through big players getting
injured at crucial times in our
season, close games, early season struggles, long road trips,
rain delays, etc. Every season
has those ups and downs, but
that’s what makes it fun.
As I reflect on our season, here
is a list of the huge moments
that stand out to me: Josh Brower’s game tying goal late in the
Greensboro game, which led us
to winning the Regular Season
Title in OT (if y’all don’t know,
Josh is a freak athlete); watching my boy Jack Allen getting

his first goal on Scotland Yard;
Anthony Calbo doing his thing
and dancing in front of the fans
at Scotland Yard after scoring
a great header; the continual
PK battle between Paul Lemay
and Jesse Riggs at practice; the
bench team dancing along with
the best fans in the world on
our home turf; Chef Lee finally getting USA South Awards
for his masterful defending;
the Dairy Queen run after winning the Regular Season Title;
Jesse’s PK against Maryville;
our service project, which put
the motto “Not For Self ” into
action; Coach Bosgraf singing
Party in the USA (he has the
best voice on campus); Coach
Van Holland and Amanda Van
Holland expecting a child; and

A SEASON IN
REVIEW
by Nate Plating
On one Saturday, two hours
away from one another, two
Covenant
soccer
seasons
came to a close. The Covenant
Women’s Soccer team ended
their season with a 5-0 loss to
Maryville. And several minutes later, the Covenant Men’s
Soccer team lost 4-2 to North
Carolina Wesleyan in a penalty
shootout following a 1-1 draw.
Both Scots teams put up great
seasons, with the women’s team
going 10-6-3 overall and 6-1-1
in conference, with their only
conference loss being to the
eventual Conference Champion Maryville Scots. The men’s
team put together a historic
season, finishing with an 182-2 record overall and 13-0 in
conference, a school best.

finally, finishing with a 13-0
record, the best conference record in Covenant College Men’s
Soccer history.
This is the most fun team I have
been a part of. As a senior, I am
very thankful for all the coaches, players, and fans who have
made my soccer experience at
Covenant College unbelievable.
The season did not end like we
imagined. We lost in the Conference Final to North Carolina Wesleyan in penalty kicks.
But playing soccer at Covenant
College has given me amazing
life long friends. Shout out to
my fellow seniors, I love y’all.
Go Scots! Not For Self!
photo by Sydney Teagarden

against Greensboro in the Conference Semifinals, including
two outstanding saves in the
penalty shootout that eventually gave Covenant the win.

The Lady Scots had eight players contribute to their goal
scoring this season, led by an
exceptional 10 goals from USA
South First Team All-Conference recipient Kailey Burrell
’22, with Kyra Duble ’21 adding
another 9 goals. Addy Cronan
’20 led the team when it came
to setting up goals, notching 5
assists on the season, with Kyra
Duble and Lizzy Hightower ’20
right behind her with 4 assists
each. Burrell and Duble recorded nearly half of the teams total points, Burrell with 23 and
Duble with 22.

With the end of another season,
the team will say goodbye to
five seniors—Riley Battenfield,
Addy Cronan, Abby Gienapp,
Lizzy Hightower, and Anna
Robertson, who said of the season, “From the outside looking in, it may not seem like we
finished the season the way we
wanted. However, we know that
we fought fiercely with such resilience through persistent injuries and setbacks. Making it
to the finals was well deserved
for this team.” The team will
return some exceptional young
players and the future looks
promising for the Lady Scots.

Freshman Lucy Sandhoff held
it down in goal this season,
starting each one of the Lady
Scots’ 18 games, and recording
90 saves over the course of the
season. 13 of these saves came
in an exceptional performance

Just like the women’s team, the
men’s season came to a close in
the Conference Championship.
The season ended in a penalty
shootout that saw North Carolina Wesleyan come out on top.
The Scots, however, put togeth-

er an exceptional season. They
finished the regular season
with an undefeated conference
record, making them regular
season conference champions.
Twelve Scots contributed to the
goal scoring this season, led by
14 goals from Mercer Stout ’22
and 12 goals from Josh Brower ’20. Brower also chipped in
on the assisting, dishing out 13
through the season, with Jesse
Riggs ’20 coming up behind
him with 8 assists. Brower finished the season with an outstanding 37 points, and Stout
with another 31.
Paul Lemay ’20 spent his final season in goal, and made
it one to remember. He played
in and started 17 of Covenant’s
games, allowing only 10 goals
and making 58 saves. These
stats were good enough to earn
Lemay USA South Goalkeeper of the Year, an impressive
achievement. He is joined in
the top four USA South honors
by Coach Scott Bosgraf, who, in
his third year as head coach for
Covenant, received USA South

Coach of the Year. Six players
earned USA South All-Conference First Team—Stout, Brower, Riggs, Lemay, Noah Lee ’21,
and Jay Patterson ’23.
Now that the season has
reached a close, the team will
say goodbye to nine seniors—
Brower, Lemay, Riggs, Anthony Buzzeo, Connor McGimsey,
Matt Morefield, Colby Pepper, Seth Robinson, and Blake
Thomas. While this group will
be missed, the Scots keep a
number of young and talented
players, such as Austin Berry
’22, who said of the team this
season, “Everyone stepped into
their role well and did what
they needed to do no matter
how big or small their role was.”
This goes to show how well a
season can come together when
each player buys into their role
and plays under the system of
a great coach. Congratulations
on awesome seasons to both
of the Scots Soccer teams. We
look forward to what you have
in store for next season!
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SPOKEN WORD IS IMPORTANT FOR
GOD’S PEOPLE: QUINA ARAGON
by Ellie Brown
Quina Aragon is a spoken
word artist based out of Tampa, Florida, and on November
7-8 she came to share her art
and her work with Covenant’s
community. Aragon lives in
Tampa with her husband and
three-year-old daughter, and
has recently published a children’s book entitled “Love
Made,” as well as contributed
to the devotional “His Testimonies, My Heritage,” edited
by Kristie Anyabwile.
Aragon performed three of her
poems in chapel on Thursday
night, and then afterward sat
down on the chapel stage and
answered questions about her
practice, her experience as a
Christian woman of color who
is also a performance artist,
and the inspiration behind her
poems.
Aragon began writing poetry
when she was in high school,
and when she first did a poetry project for her English
class, she did not do well and
never thought that it would
later become such a huge part
of her life. However, she continued to write, especially after
she became a believer, saying
that, as an internal processor,
poetry was the best way for
her to process all of the things
she was learning. Eventually,
one of her teachers found out

about her closet poetry writing
and encouraged her to attend
a poetry slam event and share
some of her poems. Aragon
described this as a formative
experience for her, as before
then, she had not publicly
shared her faith through her
art.
When asked about how her
work is important for the
church, Aragon responded
that poetry is a beautiful way
to share with others what God
has been doing in the poet’s
life. She went on to say that
it is not selfish to share work,
but rather it is a way for God
to articulate for others what
He has been doing in them in
ways they might not be able
to, building and encouraging
community in a sweet and
unique way.
Harmonee Keitt ’20, English
major and spoken word artist who performed as E.M.O.
in Mountain Affair this year,
commented on this idea of
spoken word as ministry, saying, “I think it’s one thing for
someone to verbalize ‘Oh, this
is the gospel,’ and maybe provide some examples, but there
are some people that need a
visual, or need metaphor and
that sort of thing in order to
understand, and I think spoken word provides that.”

word not only provides visual
pictures, but is an actual embodiment of words, mirroring
Christ in the way “the Word
became flesh and dwelt among
us, and we have seen his glory.”
(John 1:14)
When asked about the embodiment aspect of spoken word,
Keitt said, “I think that poetry
in general is meant to be spoken. Even with the pieces that
I’ve written, I was like, ‘Yeah,

this could easily be published
and I could sell it as a book,
but it doesn’t necessarily mean
anything if no one’s at least
heard me speak before.’ If
they’ve heard me speak, then
they know how I would possibly put inflections on words,
versus if they’ve never heard
me speak, they’re just kind of
guessing their way through
it.” She went on the describe
how the interactive aspect of
spoken word is particularly
important to the message, and

the audience is able to understand and respond in unique
ways because of that.
Aragon’s performances on
Thursday night and Friday
morning provided a new way
of thinking about how art can
function in the church, bringing theology to the people of
God in a new and unique way,
and encouraging those who
have these gifts to share them.
Keitt summed it up by saying, “I would encourage those
people that are closet poets to
come out, because your work
needs to be heard.”

photo by Covenant College Chapel Department/Marie Bowen

As performance art, spoken

STRAIGHT
by Gabby Logan

I go, slowly to walk down.
The heat, reflects and gleams
Straight through the green.
Cross, to wait for the red,
Continued to the threes.

video still from quinaaragon.com

Three together: but first one
Dante—such a sweet one.
Goofy smile slips to the side,
Quick hand reveals a surprise
Small, yet beautiful and wild to find
On the daily tread we demise.
Now two: she joins
Tatiana—bold but withdrawn
Long brown strands, tied deftly
Not frequently brushed but often arrayed
Bright pink and wildly intended.
The third: older but still young
Kirk—defined by the church
Compatriot who joins,
And occasionally overtakes.
Who engages in joy
With the littles and with me.
Six weeks of treks,
Sometimes three, sometimes six
Hazy days in the heat
Of the southwest
Very dearly missed.

THISTLES & THINGS
by daniel barr
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THE BOOK LIST: CRISIS
AND HOPE
by Will Payne
It seems like our world is beset by constant crisis. Distressing line graphs and bar charts
regularly appear in articles and
textbooks, indicating that the
world is becoming increasingly
unsafe, increasingly unequal,
and increasingly unsustainable.
International news for the last
two decades has been an incessant series of wars and rumors
of wars. The pillars of technological progress, enhanced security, scientific achievement,
and economic expansion are
as strong as ever, but they have
betrayed us, creating increased
greed, war, environmental degradation, and poverty. This
column has reviewed several
books that fit the “crisis” narrative—there is valuable work to
be done in defining problems,
especially where they concern
the vulnerable or voiceless.
But what about solutions? What
about hope? As we approach
the turn of a new decade, our
generation would do well to
think about the root causes
of these deepening problems,
and what we might do to solve
them. Furthermore, as Christian thinkers, we have an enhanced responsibility to work
with optimism and confidence.
The moral arc of the universe
does not bend toward catastrophe—we believe in a narrative
of redemption. Where is that
redemption operating today?
What barriers are causing the
state of global emergency?
What can we do about it?
This week in “The Book List,”
we’ll review just one book,
“Hope in Troubled Times.”
This is a unique work of po-

litical philosophy that offers a
vision of progress freed from
crisis. Fans of Dr. Fikkert and
Dr. Kapic’s writing, including
“Becoming Whole” (Fikkert &
Kapic; Moody Publishing) and
“Practicing the King’s Economy” (Rhodes, Holt, & Fikkert;
Baker Books) will find parallels
between their ideas and this
work. In fact, all three of today’s
authors are Dutch Reformed.
Let’s dive in!
“Hope in Troubled Times: A
New Vision for Confronting
Global Crises”
Authors: Bob Goudzwaard,
Mark Vander Vennen, David
Van Heemst
Genres: Political Philosophy,
Reformed Social Philosophy
Available in Kresge: Yes
In One Sentence: An ambitious analysis of the ideological roots of global dilemmas,
which makes a case for genuine
hope, presenting life-affirming
alternatives to conflict.
At the end of the Cold War, two
competing visions for the new
world order emerged, both in
the Hegelian tradition of “thesis” and “antithesis.” One view,
defined by Francis Fukuyama
in the 1992 book “The End of
History and the Last Man,”
proposed that Western liberal
democracy was the ascendant
victor of history, and that a new
liberal democratic globalism
would define the remainder of
human existence. The other,
represented by Samuel Huntington in the 1996 book “The
Clash of Civilizations,” proposed that a new global conflict
would be waged on the battlefield of identity, with competing civilizations vying for cul-

TARTUFFE: COMEDY AND
CUNNING
by Bethany Johnson
Deception, hypocrisy, and false
piety all play a central role in
Covenant College’s upcoming
theatre production of “Tartuffe.” Its author, the classic
French playwright Molière,
was known to push the limits
of what was an acceptable topic
of a play during the 1600s. The

image from covenant.edu

play was banned for its “heretical” focus on false piety and religious charlatans in 1669, three
years after its first release.
This was just one of Molière’s
plays that was banned by the
French court—his next play
“Don Juan” disappeared mysteriously from production.
However, while Molière was
working on getting “Tartuffe”
re-released under a different
name, the ban was removed.
After this, the show came to
be a rousing success. The comedy of this show has managed
to surpass time and culture
to continue to be uproariously funny and accessible to its
modern audiences.
In Covenant’s modern take
on the French classic, the con
artist Tartuffe has managed to
weasel his way into the home
of the rich Orgon and establish
himself as Orgon’s main confidant and religious advisor,
to the horror of Orgon’s family. Tartuffe has so entrenched

tural dominance.
Hindsight has revealed that
both analyses were naïve.
Against Huntington’s side, the
world is increasingly globalized and capitalist. Against
Fukuyama, there has never
been a period with greater political populism and economic
inequality. What is going on?
For the authors of “Hope in
Troubled Times,” both analyses missed the point by failing
to dive deeply enough into the
root causes of peace and conflict. For Goudzwaard et al., the
source of crisis is ideology and
idolatry, not identity.
“Hope in Troubled Times” begins with a summary of global crises, commenting on the
ways that most proposed solutions tend to fail. The book is
focused on three particularly
intense loci of conflict: terrorism, the environment, and poverty. The authors identify three
ideological sources behind all
of these issues: identity politics,
material progress, and guaranteed security.
Remarkably, this book was published in 2007. Every major evidence of modern populism and
nationalism—the Brexit vote,
the Yellow Vest protests, the
elections of Erdogan, Trump,
López Obrador, Bolsonaro, Orban, and Duterte—was nearly
a decade in the future when
“Hope in Troubled Times” was
written. It seems that these
developments took the liberal democratic left virtually by
surprise. However, “Hope in
Troubled Times” sounds like
the authors visited the future.
Moving from a highly relevant
and timely discussion of nationalism, the authors investigate the ideological sources of
these movements, which they
classify as a kind of idolatry.

himself in Orgon’s life that Orgon turns a deaf ear to his family’s concerns and even promises Tartuffe his daughter’s hand
in marriage. Determined to
get rid of him, Orgon’s wife,
brother-in-law, and maid band
together to expose Tartuffe’s
charlatan ways to the oblivious
Orgon. Unbeknownst to these
schemers, however, Tartuffe has
his own plan to foil them all.

image from amazon.com

However, the best thing about
“Hope in Troubled Times” is not
its accurate diagnosis of problems. It is the fact that it actually prescribes solutions, which
offer a cause for hope, healing,
and life. Taking an impetus
from Keynesian economics, the
authors propose that the world
is defined by self-reinforcing
spirals: either downward spirals of crisis, or upward spirals
of hope. Informed by a Christian ethic, the authors propose
that heterodox impulses from
individuals, organizations, and
states—conscious choices to
“turn the other cheek” on the
stage of international disagree-

ment—can dismantle destructive cycles, introducing new,
constructive ones.

Tate, Dr. Jiewon Baek, and Professor Camille Hallstrom.

Tickets can be purchased right
before the show at the door or
in the Great Hall during lunch
and dinner. Tickets can also
be reserved by contacting the
box office by phone at 706-4191051 or by email at boxoffice@
covenant.edu.

Tickets are $7 for students, seniors, and staff, and $10 for
everyone else, though there is
a group rate of $5 per person
with groups of five or more.

“Hope in Troubled Times” is
a genuinely hopeful book. It
presents a practical, timely
narrative of redemption that
emphasizes justice, peace, and
economic foresight. Today’s
world can be confusing and
disheartening. But even amid
crisis, there is redemptive hope
which leads to action.

This show is not just here for
kicks and giggles though. It
brings to the surface important
topics about piety, especially
for a Christian audience. How
do we tell the difference between true and false religious
zeal, and how do we handle
false teachers? In an era where
some might say there is too
much knowledge at our fingertips, sometimes it is even
more difficult to differentiate
between the false and the real.
It is at times like this that the
advice of friends and family
can be the most important and
trustworthy.
“Tartuffe” plays on November
15, 16, and 22 at 8 pm and on
November 23 at 2:30 pm. After the last show, there will be
a discussion panel with Dr. Bill

image from chattanoogan.com
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GHETTO’S RESPONSE TO THE
OPEN LETTER
This article is a response to an open letter by Meg Miller ’21 which was
distributed on campus on October 30. The Bagpipe has a copy of Miller’s
original letter on its website, at: https://www.bagpipeonline.com/
opinions/2019/11/19/an-open-letter-to-ghetto

by residents of Ghetto
We have come to realize that
there has been increasing discussion on campus about our
hall name “Ghetto,” notably “An
Open Letter to Ghetto,” distributed on campus on October 30.
Through these discussions, we
have become aware of how our
name has offended some people. We are sad that some people are offended by this. This
was never our intention, and
we are grateful for this opportunity to explain our name and
what it means to us.
We understand that American
society generally thinks of the
term “ghetto” as pejorative,
from its origins in German and
Italian “Jewish Ghettos” to its
more recent association with
poor, often minority-dominated, inner-city neighborhoods.
However, we believe that because of our hall history, we
have the opportunity to challenge this norm, use the term
to remind us of our calling to
be in the world, and show the
love of Christ.
We admit that we have not
done a good job of conveying
and explaining the history of
where our name comes from.
We also admit that we have not

been in the Chattanooga community as much as we used to
be and thus have not lived up to
the name that was proudly given to us. Therefore, allow us to
explain the history of where we
come from and what the name
means to us as a hall.
Ghetto’s name came to be what
it is today over 40 years ago
when we started going down
the mountain into the low-income communities of Chattanooga to minister and preach
the gospel. The people of these
communities originally called
us “the mission to the Saint
Elmo Ghetto,” and this was later abbreviated to “Ghetto.” We
have wanted to live up to this
name ever since.
Because of this history, our
name pushes us to constantly
place our identity in Christ and
become more Christ-centered.
By going down the mountain
and engaging with those communities, we fulfill that calling
together as a hall. The hall name
“Ghetto” reminds us of our
humble beginnings, which enables us to glorify God through
our hall name. We believe that
as image-bearers, one of our
callings is to seek to redeem
and restore this world, and
thus, we want to seek to redeem

KILTER AND THE ETHICS OF
ZOOS
by Emily Robertson
As I purposefully stayed back
at Covenant during Kilter, I
couldn’t help but wonder why
a school dance was being held
at a zoo. After a long day of being ogled at by humans, aren’t
the animals expecting a nice
and quiet evening? Is it possible, even if the dance floor was
far away from the exhibits, the
loud music and thundering
bass disrupted the many residents of the Chattanooga Zoo?
I grew up going to the Toledo Zoo most summers when

I visited my extended family.
I remember loving seeing the
animals that I would otherwise
probably never see, such as flamingos, giraffes, elephants, and
penguins.
Looking back on those experiences, I am struck by how small
and how different the habitats
really were from the animals’
natural habitats. Polar bears
had to endure the hot summer
sun when their native habitat is
in the arctic circle.
Zoos accredited by the Association of Zoos and Aquariums

any negative connotations that
may come with this word.
We understand that the Covenant community is very small
relative to American society at
large, as well as the Jewish and
African American communities that have been hurt by negative uses of the word “ghetto.”
However, we are taught here
at Covenant to recognize the
reality that we as individuals
do not have much influence in
our broader society but, despite
that, to still work to glorify God
by challenging cultural norms.
A current sophomore who
does not live on Ghetto said,
“Changing the name ‘Ghetto’
does not resolve the racial issues and tension on campus…
I don’t think the hall ‘Ghetto’
depicts any form of oppression
to African Americans. I don’t
think anyone from the hall has
said the hall is called Ghetto
because African Americans live
in the ghetto… this issue about
changing a hall name would
not solve the issue minority
students face from friends and
professors at Covenant College.”
A current junior who also does
not live on Ghetto said, “How
then can we achieve racial reconciliation? The name of the
hall ‘Ghetto’ symbolizes a lot
of history and tradition that
should not be taken lightly, but
changing it will be a sacrifice
for all the things it stands for
and for all the foundation it has
in Christ. There has to be room
for grace. This is not the issue.”

(AZA) help participate in conservation work and even contribute to the rehabilitation of
animals. These are great things
that a lot of zoos participate in.
Although the animals are undoubtedly taken care of well at
AZA zoos, why do we feel the
need to keep animals in captivity? These zoos are nonprofits
and aim to educate people on
wildlife preservation, but why
do animals have to be taken
far away from their homes to
accomplish this? Why must
animals be held in captivity in
order to protect them?
Conservation has become an
important part of the Chattanooga Zoo.
Its website states that the zoo

One of the ways we seek to do
this is by building relationships
and community both within
and outside Covenant College.
These relationships have impacted the Lookout Mountain
community and the greater
Chattanooga community. There
are a great number of alumni
who still live on the mountain
and have impacted the community for the better because of relationships formed on Ghetto.

issue at hand.

For instance, President Halvorson is a Ghetto alumnus and
seeks to lead our college in a
way that promotes Christ as
preeminent in all things. Aaron
Tolson, who was a Ghetto RA
in the 90s, has been pastoring
youth at Lookout Mountain
Presbyterian Church for 17
years now. Andrew Novenson,
son of Pastor Joe Novenson,
has been a middle school Bible
teacher at CCS since he graduated from Covenant in the mid2000s. These are just a few examples of how Ghetto alumni
have had an impact on and off
the mountain.

Our hall, unified, has agreed to
do a better job of being involved
in the Chattanooga community. We will be reaching out to
the local neighborhoods with
the ultimate goal of sharing the
gospel and the love of Christ.
We will be educating ourselves
about the realities of the white
savior complex and will be sensitive to avoiding it. Because
of this, we are committed to
ministering through pre-established local church ministries
in order to be sure that we help
where there are actual needs.

We understand that some
might be offended and hurt
with our name. We also understand that, although our intentions were not to use “ghetto”
in a racist or negative connotation, our intentions do not outweigh peoples’ hurt. However,
we all share the same goal of
achieving racial reconciliation
in our communities, and although we might disagree on
how to best achieve that, we
hope that we can be open with
each other, work together, and
discuss solutions to the deeper

participates in “several AZA
Species Survival Plans including Snow Leopards, Cotton-Top Tamarins, Jaguars,
Fennec Foxes and more.” They
are “currently in partnership
with Lee University, conducting ground-breaking research
critical to preserving the native
Hellbender population from
extinction.” In addition, the
Chattanooga Zoo is “a regional leader in the field of native
wildlife rehabilitation and is
the only state licensed wildlife
rehabilitation facility.”
These are amazing feats that
should not go without applause.
However, there is a paradox in
which holding animals captive
to serve as money-makers for
zoos has become necessary for
funding conservation projects.
In the wild, many animals face
danger from poaching. This is
why most zoos believe it is right
to have animals in captivity.
The International Anti-Poaching Foundation (IAPF) is a
great example of an organization that is taking action to
protect species from human
harm. They train rangers who
guard animals in their natural
habitats.
The IAPF website says, “The
IAPF builds and leads large
scale conservation operations,
maintaining a strong focus on
community development in order to conserve biodiversity.”

photo by Anna Beth Corson

Biodiversity is something
Christians should care about.
God created so many beautiful
animal (and plant) species. It

The current junior mentioned
above said, “If you want to
change things around Covenant and the community, or
tackle certain racial issues… we
should tackle the curriculum or
chapel speakers. Covenant as a
community should do a better
job of being part of the community through [local] churches
and through halls.”

We know that this does not
fulfill all of the requests in the
Open Letter, but we believe that
the best way to glorify God in
this situation is by changing
some of our ways and keeping
our hall name.
We do believe this is an important discussion to have with the
community, and we welcome
and invite more conversation.
Please reach out and set up a
meeting with anyone on our
hall. We would be more than
happy to dive further into discussion and reflection with you
all.

is our role to care for creatures
and to make sure they are being
protected and do not go extinct.
Animals were not created for
cages. This earth was created
with so much land, specific
to the species living on it, and
yet it has become acceptable to
take these species away from
their natural environments for
the sake of conservation and
education.
Many zoos have amazing
breeding programs and behavior studies which aid wildlife
conservation. Further, zoo animals become ambassadors for
their species, and this can serve
as a method of raising money to
help protect wild populations.
A lot of zoos contain endangered species for this purpose.
Where should the line be
drawn? How can we reach a
point where animals are not
treated as entertainment, and
money can be raised without
having to hold animals captive?
Overall, it is important to remember our roles as stewards of
creation and to refrain as much
as possible from participating
in the exploitation of animals.
If you do choose to go to zoos,
only go to ones that are AZA
accredited, and keep in mind
that the animals you see were
not made to be in mock-habitats that are much smaller than
their natural environments.
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REFLECTIONS FROM A
TRANSFER JUNIOR
by Mary Ann Rouland
As a transfer junior, I sometimes consider myself more
privileged than four-year Covenant students. Having a perspective from another college, I
feel that I can appreciate Covenant’s culture more deeply.
The halls worried me at first
because I had no idea how to
find anyone. My old school had
a very straightforward system,
naming halls things like Johnson Lower Front, Rickard Upper Middle, etc. Here, I have to
memorize a million arbitrary
hall names, with no logical way
to figure out where places like

Rowan or Blackwatch are.
Dorm life here is pretty amazing (and confusing). For example, why does Brethren dress
like a monastery? Why does
Catacombs operate a (literally) underground coffee shop?
Why does everyone get so hype
about the Late Show, which is
essentially a walk through the
Student Handbook? Hall life
isn’t like this elsewhere. Enjoy
every possible minute of it.
Maybe the best adjustment was
realizing how small the campus
is. While it might feel too small
at times, the benefits are huge.
For example, we can roll out

of the Great Hall at 12:57 and
be on time for a 1:00 class. We
can essentially wake up at 7:50
and still hit snooze before having to get ready for our 8 a.m.
Another perk of a walkable
campus means I don’t have to
live in constant dread of getting
creamed by a longboard or bike
anymore!
When it comes to rules, I was
overwhelmed at first by the
freedom here. For a Christian
college, Covenant has practically none. We have no curfew,
no dress code, open hall hours
three times a week, and drinking at legal age during breaks.
This is unusual for conservative
schools. Bask in your freedom
to wear shorts or sweatpants to
class!
Let’s talk about Carter for a sec-

ond. We eat lunch in a freaking castle mountain resort. I
spent two years dining in an
orange-and-yellow
cafeteria
that was probably the height
of style in 1991. How can anyone complain about Chartwells
when we’re literally eating in a
medieval-style great hall that
looks down over the mist rising
off the mountains below?
Although many jokes are made
about the chapel architecture,
let’s appreciate the stained-glass
that captures the late morning
sun during chapel services,
shining especially brilliantly
through the figure of the ascended Christ as we sing His
praises. Coming from chapel
services at my old university
that employed a wide range of
fog machines and lights displays that easily became a stum-

bling block to focused worship,
I hope every student here understands how uniquely beautiful Covenant’s services are.
On a more personal note, I’m
grateful to everyone who said
“hi” to this very shy transfer.
Friends, say hello to a quiet
new student, whether freshman
or transfer. Chances are, they’re
just insecure and overwhelmed
(even if they have an angry
resting face, like me). We’re
the family of Christ; there’s
no place for prideful divisions
based on school year, place of
origin, or friend group.
And brothers and sisters, don’t
take this place for granted.

OPEN ON SUNDAY: A REVIEW OF POPEYES’
CHICKEN SANDWICH
by Jacob Kortenhoeven
When I heard that someone
was fatally stabbed after cutting
in the “chicken sandwich line”
at Popeyes, I thought to myself,
“I have got to try this thing.” So
I convinced late night snacking
king Caleb Walter and ChickFil-A super fan Ismael Bartolome Julian to ride with me
down to the Popeyes on Broad
Street, hell-bent on getting my
hands on one of these sandwiches. I wouldn’t say I’d kill to
get one, but I was excited.

Unsurprisingly, there was a bit
of a line. But no problem—the
Great Hall has been developing
our patience for years. Standing
with our backs to large glass
jars of seemingly fresh ingredients, we squinted at the menu
TVs. To Caleb and Ismael’s
great distress, the images of the
Chicken Sandwich (both Classic and Spicy) had “BE BACK
SOON” slapped on them. What
could this mean? Are they out
already? Was the poster outside lying? Is everything a lie?
What will I order if not a chicken sandwich? But while Caleb
and Ismael were experiencing
existential panic, I was quite
calm. Though they are open on
Sundays, I had faith in Popeyes.
I knew they would not let me
down.

the existence of the sandwich.
Our local Popeyes offers two
options: Classic and Spicy. I
couldn’t decide which one to
get, so, in order to maintain my
journalistic integrity and ensure that Covenant students received the most comprehensive
review of Popeyes’ creation, I
decided to get one of each.

by a golden brown brioche bun.
The overwhelming ingredient,
for sure, is the chicken. It’s by
far the biggest thing on the
sandwich (it’s not called a pickle sandwich, after all), and its
presence makes the sandwich
feel less like a sandwich and
more like a fried chicken breast
supported by a bun, if you know
what I mean. The other ingredients—mayo and pickles—play
minor roles in the overall taste
of the sandwich.

When I finally found myself
at the register, and after being
told to wait one more second—
again, no big deal—I confirmed

I began with the Classic because I wanted my first experience of the chicken sandwich
to be untainted by the kicks and
punches of the “spicy” mayo
on the Spicy. The first thing
I noticed when I unsheathed
the Classic out of its opaque
wrapping was its overall girth.
Granted, I had received a larger chicken breast than Caleb
or Ismael, but even theirs were
large. What you have in the
Classic is a well-breaded, and
well-flavored, thick slab of fried
chicken surrounded by a thin
layer of classic mayo and two
hearty pickle slices—all hugged

RESPONDING TO JOHN CRIST’S
SEXUAL MISCONDUCT

much joy hurts. We feel betrayed. Deceived. It’s disheartening, but what can we do now?
What is our next step?

tried to seduce them have now
left Christianity as a result. If he
was who Christians really are,
then they didn’t want any part
of that. And that should break
our hearts.

We parked in the busier-than-pre-chicken-sandwich-Popeyes parking lot at a
little past six, and walked into
the orange-tinted Louisiana
Kitchen. On the way in, my appetite was whetted further by a
large poster prominently featuring the sandwich of legend.
“This is it,” I whispered to myself as I opened the door. “I’m
finally here.”

by Sydney Teagarden
I saw a headline in my Instagram feed on November 6 that
read, “John Crist cancels tour
after numerous reports of sexual misconduct; admits to ‘sexual sin and addiction struggle.’”
I thought, “Oh, wow, the Babylon Bee is getting edgier.” They
had published a satirical article about Tim Tebow during
the #metoo movement where
women were coming forward
and accusing him of treating
them... respectfully. I thought
this was another one in the
same vein. But then I saw the
account name, and it was Adam
Ford’s newest, non-satirical
news site, Disrn. This was an
actual headline. This was real.
John Crist is a sexual predator.
We consumers of Christian entertainment culture often idolize our good, clean Instagram
content creators. These celebrities can range from comedi-

an Jaron Myers, known for his
Chick-fil-A music video, to David Crowder, a popular Christian music artist known for
interspersing his normal posts
with pretty great memes. We
love to support those who make
our lives better, be it by telling our friends about them or
sharing their posts on our stories. They unify us over wholesome topics. We get to laugh at
church culture with others in it,
and that’s a great thing!
But this innocent fun is sullied
when it is abused and exploited. It cracks the unity we as
kids and young adults enjoyed.
It betrays our trust, the trust
we didn’t realize we had placed
in someone we had never even
met. We didn’t know John Crist
personally, but we had built a
relationship with him through
watching his comedically-long
Instagram stories and sharing
embarrassing moments. For
there to be a much darker side
to the man who brought us so

I want to encourage us not to
lose heart, but to be more moderate and cautious in our support and investment into the
lives of people we can’t possibly
know. Online, we build communities and cultures around
people who are more brands
than friends, and we forget that
they are human and fallible.
I’m not condemning these artificial societies, because I actually greatly enjoy them and have
seen a lot of good come from
them. But I think the important part is to remember that
they are artificial. To be blunt,
we are merely consumers of
what people like John Crist sell,
which is themselves and their
brand. And this is why we feel
betrayed. We were sold a product with deceptively safe packaging, and now there’s a recall.
The implications of this are unfortunately widespread. Two of
the women who came forward
with their stories of how he

The Spicy, to be honest, is not
much different than the Classic.
You get all the same ingredients,
including the same non-spicy

DC Talk, a Christian band from
the 90s, wrote a song called
“What If I Stumble?” that dealt
with this fear of leading people
astray in weakness, thereby sullying the name of Christians.
They thought through what
it meant to be a Christian celebrity and the responsibility
that went with it. They knew
that people looked up to them,
but also that they would fail
their fans. This kind of scandal
should sober us and bring us
back to the reality of our own
human nature, reminding us
that we need to be cautious, but
also that we need to give grace.
What John Crist needs right
now is what we all need, which
is the forgiveness of Christ and
the grace of God. Since he has
already publicly apologized,
we as Christians need to forgive, even though it’s hard. That
doesn’t mean trusting him again
or putting ourselves in situa-
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chicken breast, but they lather
on some spicy mayo instead of
the classic mayo. For those who
enjoy a zesty bite to their food,
the Spicy is for you. It certainly doesn’t take anything away
from the pure experience of the
Classic, and it gives it a little variety in taste.
Overall, Popeyes offers in their
chicken sandwich a pure and
delicious fried chicken experience contained in a glutenous, portable shell. Your taste
buds might not be surprised
or particularly challenged by
this sandwich, but you will
feel warmed and right at home
when you take your first bite.
tions that could be compromising, but there is an inordinate
amount of hate in Christian
communities when celebrities
are caught in sin, which should
not be the case. What kind of
testimony would it be for us to
bite back the bitter words we
want to say and instead pray for
his healing and publicly care for
him by lifting Him to the Father? It is our love, our irrational love that only comes from
God, that will set us apart from
the outrage culture around us.
This doesn’t mean that we forget or, God forbid, ignore what
he did, but may we handle ourselves with appropriate anger at
the sin, God’s love for the sinner, and support and love for
the victims. Isn’t that what we
are called to do?
This is a sad and sobering time
for the church as a whole. I pray
and exhort us to be wise and
gracious to all those involved.
May we not be surprised or
react in sin, but may we honor
God in our attitudes and actions.

