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HALL CUP: HOW IT CALIFORNIA FOREST
CAME TO BE AND
FIRES RAGE ON
WHERE IT IS NOW
by Hannah Urban
by Mary Haynes
In the beginning, there was
Brad Voyles.
“He just thought it would be a
cool idea to involve halls in different competitions and kind of
build this sense of camaraderie
and healthy competition across
campus,” said Emily Balint, Coordinator of Student Leadership. “He brought [the idea] to
the person who was in my position at the time and together
they created what is today the
hall cup.”
First introduced in the 20172018 school year, Hall Cup
events were originally standalone events.
“There was a minute-to-win-it
competition, an individual trivia night that was separate from
the other trivia nights—that
year they were trying to really
set Hall Cup apart from other
events on campus,” said Balint.
However, with an already full
event calendar, attendance remained minimal, and the following school year (2018-2019),
Balint slowly incorporated Hall
Cup events into pre-existing
ones. The change came with
mixed reviews.

Over the weekend of October
25, the power company PG&E
cut power to hundreds of thousands in northern California
in an effort to prevent forest
fires. Despite this, wildfires are
emerging all throughout the
state of California. Strong winds
and low humidity have created the worst kind of weather
conditions for wildfires. Over
90,000 buildings covering an
evacuation zone are in danger
of being burned down.
PG&E is facing bankruptcy
due to dozens of previous wildfires started by their equipment. They have focused on the
strategy that involves shutting
off power to customers in areas where weather conditions
threaten their electrical equipment. However, people raised
more questions when PG&E’s
computer system crashed twice
and customers couldn’t reach
their website just a few weeks
ago.
According to the New York
Times, president of PG&E William D. Johnson stated in a
news conference, “I understand
power shut-offs can be frustrating and make people angry…
the fire risk has grown exponentially in the last couple of
years.”

Jonathan George ’21, Resident
Hall President of Maclellan-Rymer, shared similar sentiments.

Californians, including the
governor himself, have criticized PG&E for their lack of
preparation before the fires
started. The governor of California, Gavin Newsome, said
in a New York Times article, “I
must confess, it is infuriating
beyond words. They are not
meeting the protocols.”

“Last year I was aware of [Hall
Cup],” said George. “I knew
there were some events, like
sporting events that you could
go to and get points, but I didn’t

Newsome declared a state-wide
emergency on October 27 due
to the continuous presence of
strong winds. According to
NPR, he said, “We are deploy-

“In the past, Hall Cup has been
very sports-dominated,” said
Leila Vaughn, Resident Hall
President of Founders. “Nobody seemed super interested
in them.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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DNA TESTING IN DEATH PENALTY CASES
by Sarah Dreher
On November 18, a Tennessee
criminal courts judge is expected to rule on the posthumous
use of DNA testing on evidence
that could exonerate Sedley
Alley, a man who was denied
DNA testing and was executed by the state of Tennessee in
2006. Two days later, on November 20, Texas is expected to
execute Rodney Reed, another
man hoping for DNA testing of
evidence related to his case.
Sedley Alley
In 1985 Alley was arrested for
the rape and murder of Lance
Corporal Suzanne Collins. In
1987 a jury took less than three
hours to convict him and sentence him to death.
Initially Alley denied involvement, but he ended up giving
a confession. He confessed to
drinking heavily on the night of
the murder, accidentally hitting
Collins with his car, and trying to help her while holding a
screwdriver, which she fell on.

However, none of these details
from his confession matched
details from the autopsy and
crime scene. As for the details
that did match, interrogators
later admitted that they suggested answers to their questions during Alley’s interrogation. In 2004 Alley recanted
his confession, saying it was
coerced.
Physical evidence also failed
to implicate Alley. According to the Innocence Project,
a non-profit legal organization that works to exonerate
the wrongfully convicted, tire
tracks from Alley’s car did not
match tracks from the crime
scene, nor did the shoe prints
from the scene match his. A
key witness described the likely perpetrator as having a dark
complexion, short dark hair,
and a height between 5’6” and
5’8.” Alley was 6’4” with long
red hair and a light complexion.
Several weeks before Alley’s
execution, his lawyers requested that evidence be tested for
DNA. The Tennessee Parole

Board agreed and recommended that then-Governor Phil
Bredesen halt Alley’s execution
until the evidence could be analysed. Although Bredesen had
to power to do this, he deferred
to the Tennessee courts. There,
prosecutors argued that the
request for testing was merely
an attempt to delay execution
and that finding someone else’s
DNA would not be enough to
exonerate Alley. The court denied the request based on a
now-reversed
interpretation
of the Post-Conviction DNA
Analysis Act of 2001.
On June 28, 2006, Alley was executed by the State of Tennessee.
In 2011, the Tennessee Supreme
Court ruled that Alley did have
a right to post-conviction DNA
testing.
Years later, his daughter still
wants closure. In April she
filed a petition to the Criminal
Court of Shelby County, TN to
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

SCOTSTAINABILITY: COVENANT IS BECOMING GREENER AND MORE EFFICIENT
by Grant Kierpa
Last August, a little-known school
girl sat outside the Swedish Parliament doors holding a sign that
read, “school strike for climate”
(translated from Swedish). Her
simple action would trigger climate strikes across the world, including here in Chattanooga on
September 20. Greta Thunberg’s
movement is becoming influential
on Covenant’s campus, resulting
in multiple climate articles written and increasing discussions on
climate change in general.
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Earlier, the Bagpipe talked with
Campus Stewardship Committee (CSC) Recycling Coordinator
Zoe Kiratzis ’21, who also attended the climate strike in Chattanooga on September 20. She
talked about how—thanks to the
advocacy of the Campus Stewardship Committee—the administration has begun to start providing
the Committee with the money
and resources to expand recycling
efforts. However, she said, “There
is so much more we can be doing

on campus.”
Will Payne ’20, the head of CSC,
echoed these statements, but also
provided information on the current status quo of sustainability
projects on campus. “Recycling
used to be paid for out of the student activities fee, which was a
burden for an already-stretched
Student Senate budget. Now,” according to Payne, “as of last semester the administration pays
for recycling.”
This has two immediate impacts
in that it clears up room for Student Senate to fund more activities
around campus, but it also means
that recycling and sustainability
is being taken more seriously by
the administration. “CSC’s overarching goal is to have Covenant
College pay for and maintain a
single stream recycling program
for every building; that’s been our
goal for the past five years or so,”
said Payne.
But what exactly is Covenant doing to become sustainable and

greener beyond recycling? Director of Facilities Management
Corey Dupree said that Covenant
is already implementing multiple
ways to improve its sustainability and energy efficiency through
the implementation of Building
Automation Systems (BAS), reconfiguring HVAC systems, upgrading lighting technology, and
increasing the insulation value of
buildings on campus.
According to Dupree, BAS is “a
glorified programmable thermostat for an entire building. Its controlling lighting, HVAC (heating,
ventilation, and air conditioning)
systems, and turning things on
and off throughout the building.
Its coordinating functions in the
building to save on energy consumption.”
Dupree also mentioned how Facilities has implemented utility
tracking software which assists
them in measuring building perCONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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AROUND THE WORLD IN
600 WORDS
by Leif Le Mahieu
On October 27th, President
Trump announced that Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi, a prominent leader
of ISIS, had been killed in a U.S.
Special Forces raid in Northwest Syria. When apprehended,
al-Baghdadi killed himself and
three of his children by detonating a suicide vest. While eleven
ISIS operatives were killed in the
raid, there were no U.S. casualties.
“Baghdadi was vicious and violent,” President Trump said upon
announcing al-Baghdadi’s death,
“And he died in a vicious and violent way, as a coward, running
and crying.”
Since 2014, al-Baghdadi had been
in command of ISIS. Their goal
was to create a global Islamic caliphate. His forces pursued this
objective by fighting their way
across Syria and Iraq, specifically
targeting religious minorities and
destroying many historical monuments.
Westerners in the region had also
been a target for ISIS forces. One
humanitarian worker from the
U.S. was kidnapped by ISIS. It is
believed that al-Baghdadi violated and murdered the humanitarian worker after she was forced to
marry him. According to CNN,
the U.S. military named the mission to eliminate al-Baghdadi after her.
Across the globe, protests in Chile
have turned violent as nearly
1000 protestors gathered in Santiago. The media has criticized
police for an excessive use of
force. These protests have served
to cripple public transportation

as people try to commute to and
from work.
Advocating for more social services and greater political equality,
the protestors are demonstrating
against the government of President Sebastian Pinera. Pinera has
attempted to pacify the protestors
by putting more moderates in his
cabinet including the leaders of
Chile’s interior, treasury, economy, and labor department. These
actions have not satisfied the protestors.

says Jaafar Jaafar of The Daily
Nigerian, “they don’t mind how
much the children are dehumanised, or how they’re treated, as
long as their child receives a Koranic education and is rehabilitated.”
A Global Prayer Vigil for captured
Nigerian school girl Leah Sharibu
was held on October 26. The vigil
was organized by “Save the Perse-

In 1975, a young John Beatty
made the decision—with the help
of his father’s conditional financial support—to attend Covenant College. Because their oldest
brother chose Covenant, so did
his siblings Paul, Mary, and Joanna. When Mary graduated from
Covenant in ’83, she married Rob
Masters and had seven children—
it only made sense that their children would follow in Uncle John’s
footsteps as well. Charity, a 2011
graduate and the oldest Masters
child, heard a lot about Covenant
as she grew up and found the idea
of a liberal arts education from a
Christian worldview attractive.
After Charity, Christian ’14, Grace
(attended for three years), Micah
’18, and Jeremiah ’19 all attended
Covenant. The two youngest children, Josh ’20 and Caleb ’22, are
current students at Covenant.
A couple of siblings going to the
same college or university is rare,
let alone all seven children in
one family, but the Masters don’t
seem to think it so strange. Even
though they had the option to go
to school anywhere (including
in Switzerland, where they were
living), none of them applied to
anywhere but Covenant. Josh remembers that he never visited
before coming. “I didn’t even look
up Covenant until I applied,” he
said. “And I barely looked at it. I
already knew I was going.” Micah

While Sharibu was originally
captured with around 109 other
school girls, she alone still remains prisoner. The reason for
her imprisonment is her refusal
to convert to Islam and renounce

Christianity.
“We join the human rights community and faith leaders from
around the world in praying and
advocating for Leah and all the
other school children held captive
by Boko Haram,” said Dede Laugesen, Director of Save the Persecuted Christians.

“Last Friday we had a peaceful
protest and being peaceful they
didn’t listen to us,” a 25-year-old
welder told the AP, “You have to
get their attention somehow.”
In Nigeria, officials have raided
The Koranic and Rehabilitation
Center, a private Islamic boarding school in Daura. Described as
“torture houses” by officials, this
school and several others were
advertised as places for parents to
send their drug-addicted or otherwise troubled children.
The children at these schools lived
in horrific conditions. They were
chained in their rooms and had to
eat and sleep in the same area in
which they went to the bathroom.
The children were also reportedly
violated by staff members.
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Though many of those enslaved
at the center had escaped, police
rescued 67 boys and men from
the school in Daura. There have
been several raids in the region
recently to these rehabilitation
centers, with many turning out to
be centers of abuse.
“People believe that these schools
have the spiritual power to heal,”

photo from foxnews.org

THE MASTERS OF COVENANT:
A FAMILY AFFAIR
by Jacob Kortenhoeven

cuted Christians” and the “Leah
Foundation.” Sharibu has been in
the hands of the Islamic terrorist
group Boko Haram since February 19, 2018.

agreed: “That was always the plan.
We were all thinking of going to
Covenant. We all wanted to go.”
The Masters concur that going to
Covenant became a sort of “tradition.” They weren’t forced into
anything, but they didn’t really
need to weigh the pros and cons,
either. The Masters and Covenant just made sense. Caleb, the
youngest child, sums this up: “It
would have been really, really
weird if I didn’t go to Covenant.”
But Covenant has been more
than just a tradition. At different
points, there have been multiple
Masters siblings and cousins on
campus. Currently, for example,
in addition to Josh and Caleb,
Jonathan Beatty ’21, the son of
John Beatty, is a transfer junior
here. In a way, leaving home in
Switzerland didn’t feel like leaving
home at all. Thinking about this
idea, Josh said, “It was weird like,
I’m leaving my family but I’m not.
When I was coming, there were
more siblings here than at home.”
Micah added: “It was encouraging
knowing you wouldn’t be alone
when you were going to a place
you’d never been before.”
To the Masters, the idea of Covenant was more than just a college
destination; they saw it as a community that their family had been
welcomed into, and that they were
welcomed into, as well. Essentially, they saw it as a home. Before

coming to Covenant, Josh understood that “it was like a home that
I had never really visited. I already
felt a connection.”
Now, Rob and Mary Masters have
purchased a house in Chattanooga and plan to retire there in the
next year. Charity, who also came
back to live in Chattanooga, attributes her parents’ retirement
plans to Covenant and the connection they have all made here.
Just as the Masters see Covenant
as a gift to their family, the family
of Covenant has been deeply impacted by the Masters over their
time here.
Nearly all the Masters—excluding
only Caleb—have been significant
participants in the French department. Dr. Neiles, professor of
French and German, has appreciated interacting with these six as
students in his upper-level French
classes, language tutors, lab assistants, and more.
Because they have lived in Switzerland for the past decade,
many of the Masters were fluent
in French when they arrived on
campus. Neiles emphasized that
they didn’t need to take French,
but they chose to—to the benefit
of the program and their classmates. “They only enriched the
program,” he said. According
to Neiles, their fluency allowed
them to see French as a gift, not

merely an academic practice. This
inspired and challenged their
fellow students. As Neiles got to
know the family over the years, he
also noticed their unique way of
being—how they interacted with
others. “They were likable and
fun-loving,” he said. “And they
were interested in others—they
would just notice.”
Nicholas Sneller ’20 has spent
countless hours playing soccer
with Micah, Jeremiah, Josh, and
Caleb on Covenant’s JV team, a
league in Chattanooga, in intramurals, and in pick-up games.
Ever since he started playing with
them, Sneller has been impressed
with their skill and competitiveness. “All four of them are so
good,” he said. “They make it look
effortless.”
Playing with the Masters, Sneller
said, is just pure fun: “You really couldn’t ask for better teammates. They can just create so
many chances. They want to win,
but they will bring others into
the game, help others receive the
ball.” Additionally, Sneller has
watched them get fouled a lot, but
they would never react or retaliate. “They play with an aura of respect,” he said.
To many who know them well,
the family does seem to have
a certain “aura”—a distinctive
“Masters” quality shared by every
family member in spite of their
many individual differences.
Sarah Copeland ’22 has seen this
“aura” in action through her first
two years at Covenant. When she
first began to get to know Jeremi-

ah and Josh, she felt immediately
welcomed by their goofy humor
and eager hospitality. “They are
really good at bringing people
into things,” she said. “They are
always inviting people, and never
off-put by someone random. They
are super comfortable with pretty
much anybody.” In her own life,
this helped Copeland feel more
settled at Covenant—like she had
been given a family away from
home.
Additionally, the Masters’ “aura”
is contagious—like a big smile.
John Sutherland ’20 claims that
all of his free time at Covenant
has been attached to at least one
of the Masters. And though he
might not ever be as “bubbly” as
Josh, he said, “They have helped
me become a more positive person, more open to accepting other
people.”
In a similar way, Sneller noted
that Jeremiah especially had challenged him to take risks and encouraged him with his positivity
and joy. Copeland added that she
is more willing to be goofy, and
has developed her humor in general, because of the Masters.
The seven Masters children are all
very different—some very extroverted, some more introverted—
and they all have different interests, but they are united in that
they deeply value family. For the
Masters, family extends outward
and is seen in small ways, like
inviting a group of friends (and
maybe some strangers) over for
homemade tikka masala and card
games.
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
really participate in it… Nobody really seemed to take it
seriously.”
For Vaughn, who found that
last year’s Hall Cup events often
revolved around sports events,
getting involved was hard.
“I’m not that interested in
sports,” said Vaughn. “Like, I
would go if I had some really good friends playing, but I
didn’t really go to any Hall Cup
events last year. Maybe a trivia
night or two, but I wasn’t really
interested in the sports events.”
As Vaughn noted, however, last
year’s numerous sports-related
events make sense when the
Covenant’s student demographic is taken into consideration.
According to her, approximate-

DNA TESTING
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

run DNA testing on the evidence that is still in its possession. Tennessee has responded
to her petition arguing that
the request for DNA analysis
should be denied because the
Post-Conviction DNA Analysis
Act only allows the convicted
person to petition, so a relative
does not qualify.
Supporters of the death penalty like to argue that there are
no confirmed cases of the US
executing an innocent person,
especially in modern times. As
Justice Antonin Scalia wrote
in 2006, “If such an event had
occurred in recent years, we
would not have to hunt for it;
the innocent’s name would be
shouted from the rooftops by
the abolition lobby… [As] far
as anyone can determine (and
many are looking), none of the
cases included in the .027% error rate for American verdicts
involved a capital defendant erroneously executed.”
This argument makes sense, but
it falls short without the possibility of someone being exonerated after execution. If only the
convicted person himself has
the right to DNA testing, then
once he is executed, his guilt or
innocence can never be proven
with a DNA analysis.
On November 18, a Tennessee
judge is expected to rule on
Alley’s daughter’s petition for
DNA testing.
As Kate Prince wrote on the
Tennessee Bar Association website, “If testing were to clear Alley of the crime, it would mark
the first time that DNA testing
has exonerated a person posthumously in the United States.”

SUSTAINABILITY
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

formance in order to further
leverage new BAS for better effectiveness. With this data, Facilities
can then determine ways to improve the energy efficiency of the
building BAS as well as measure
the effectiveness of other energy
conservation projects undertaken.
One example of how they have

03
ly “45% of the student body
are athletes, so it’s very hard to
accommodate for other events
when athletics happen all year
long and almost half of [Covenant’s] student body are athletes.”
Since last year, however, the
presidents of each building
have begun meeting weekly
with Balint in order to discuss
ways to vamp up events and increase student participation.
“Every Monday we discuss
what events we’re planning as
a building, working together to
make sure our schedules don’t
conflict and also working on
Hall Cup Stuff,” said Vaughn.

theater events, music events,
and hall events as well,” George
said, “which meant people from
different parts of campus could
get involved and people are
enjoying it a lot more. They’re
also taking it more seriously,
especially after [the RHPs] have
upped the bragging rights with
the trophy and the banner.”
Vaughn also feels more optimistic this year, both about
getting her fellow classmates
involved and helping advertise
exciting events on campus.

“Coming in this year, [the Resident Hall Presidents] were
really excited to branch out to

“I’m hoping that the wider variety of events this year [i.e.
not just sports events] people
will get more excited,” she said.
“It’s been bothering me that the
theater and music departments
don’t get a lot of recognition
outside of the people who are
already involved in them and
this year we’re trying to change
that.”

Rodney Reed

to remain silent.

In a racially-charged 1996
case, Rodney Reed, an African
American man, was convicted
of raping and murdering Stacey Stites, a white woman. Reed
was given the death penalty by
an all-white jury.

Fennell has a history of violence against women; since
Reed’s conviction, he was sentenced to 10 years in prison for
kidnapping and assaulting a
woman while he was on-duty as
a police officer.

The only evidence connecting Reed to the crime was the
presence of three of his sperm
cells in Stites’ body. Reed has
maintained since his arrest that
this was because he and Stites
were having a consensual affair. Prosecutors dismissed this
claim, and they largely relied on
forensic testimony to establish
their timeline that Reed raped
Stites right before he killed her.

Given the presence of another
potential suspect in the case,
it is shocking that the murder
weapon and other pieces collected from the crime scene
were not tested for DNA during
the initial trial. They still have
not been tested.

For George, the fruits of these
efforts are already evident.

However, by 2017, those original expert testimonies had all
been either recanted or disproven. At least four well-respected
forensic pathologists believe it
is medically and scientifically
impossible that Reed is guilty.
No witnesses came forward
about their knowledge of Reed
and Stites’ affair during the initial trial. However, since Reed’s
conviction, multiple people
have said they knew about the
consensual relationship. As of
October 25, three witnesses
have also come forward with
new testimony against Jimmy
Fennell, the original suspect in
the case.
Fennell is an ex-police officer
who was engaged to Stites at
the time of her murder. According to witnesses, he threatened
to kill Stites if she ever cheated on him, and he used racial
slurs when he discovered his
fiancé was having an affair with
a black man. He gave contradictory accounts of where he
was on the night of the murder.
When asked to explain this to
the court, he invoked his right

done this with notable success
so far is in Carter Hall. Using the
new tracking software, they were
able to identify significant savings
in winter heating costs as the renovation of Carter Hall restored
the building’s envelope, which increased the buildings “r-value” (or
its insulation rating).
“The old skin of the building had
a lot of air infiltration, so in the
winter you were spending a lot
of gas to heat the entire building,
and we saved a fair amount of gas
last winter because the building is

Over the past five years, Reed’s
lawyers have filed repeated requests for DNA testing, all of
which have been denied. In
August they filed a federal lawsuit on Reed’s behalf, and they
have also asked Texas Governor
Greg Abbott to grant a 30-day
reprieve on the execution.
Reed is scheduled to be executed on November 20.
DNA Testing in Criminal
Cases
The first time DNA testing was
used to convict a criminal in
the US was in 1987, the same
year Alley was convicted of
rape and first-degree murder.
Two years later, DNA testing
was used for the first time in an
exoneration. For trials around
this time and for several years
following, DNA testing was not
yet a standard, nor was it as reliable as it is today.

As Voyles’ idea slowly comes
to realization, George observes
the change in attitude of his
own dorm building towards
Hall Cup.
“The purpose of Hall Cup is to
build school spirit and camaraderie,” said George. “I think
sometimes people look at Hall
Cup and say, ‘Oh, we’re just
trying to rip off Harry Potter.’
Which, granted, we are doing
a similar thing, but at the same
time these events are actually
encouraging students. In Mac,
we’ve really gotten behind the
idea of building unity, and seeing that is really fun.”
At the end of the day, one of
the biggest goals of Hall Cup is
to have fun while hanging out
with people from across campus. If that’s accomplished, Hall
Cup is a success. For George,
achieving that kind of success
material found at a crime scene
match the DNA in a potential
perpetrator with better than
99% accuracy.”
Cost and length of time to run
the tests continue to drop while
accuracy rises. Authorities are
increasingly able to analyse
smaller and smaller DNA samples; now tests can be run on a
few skin cells collected from an
object that a perpetrator only
briefly touched. National DNA
databases are also growing rapidly. In 2009, the FBI’s CODIS
database of registered offenders had slightly over 5 million
profiles; it has 13.9 million as of
August.
Testing allows DNA collected
from crime scene evidence to
be compared to the suspect’s
DNA as well as to the nearly
14 million DNA samples in the
CODIS database.
367 people have been exonerated using DNA testing in the
United States. Of these, 21 have
been exonerated from death
row.
Close to home
These cases may seem distant
and irrelevant to our small
college on Lookout Mountain,
but they have important implications for criminal justice lo-

Now, it is widely accepted that,
while DNA testing alone may
not be enough to convict someone, it is the most objective and
unquestionable way to determine the innocence or guilt of a
suspect. TIME reports, “Forensic testing can determine if distinctive patterns in the genetic

now sealed up,” said Dupree. Other success stories can be found
in buildings like Jackson, where
all that was needed was a simple
reconfiguration of the HVAC system, which saved the school $200
in energy use per month.
Going forward, Dupree talked
about what Facilities has planned
in the near future. “Lighting
changes is another thing on the
docket, which is a much simpler
equation [than BAS] in determining potential savings.” “Anywhere
customers of our size can save on

is part of what makes his job as
building president fulfilling.
“I enjoy seeing the people from
my building show up [at Hall
Cup events] and having them
come up to me to let me know
they’re present,” he said. “It’s super encouraging for me and it’s
super fun to see that the people in Mac don’t see [Hall Cup
events] as something ridiculous
but as something worthwhile.”
Currently the Hall Cup standings are as follows: Mac in first
place with 375 points, Andreas/
Apartments with 225, Founders in third with 200, and Carter with 175. Upcoming events
include a costume contest at
Quest Kilter on November 1
and attendance for the upcoming “Tartuffe” play on November 15-16.

cally. Georgia is one of the 29
states where the death penalty
is legal. On October 30, Georgia was planning to execute Ray
Jefferson Cromartie after denying his appeals for DNA testing of evidence. Hours before
Cromartie was scheduled to
die, the Georgia Supreme Court
issued an indefinite halt on his
execution order. Cromartie
maintains his innocence.
Cromartie is on death row for
the 1994 murder of a convenience store clerk. Cromartie
and two others were involved
in a robbery at the convenience
store where the clerk worked.
One of the robbers shot the
clerk, but surveillance footage
was not clear enough to determine who. Cromartie’s lawyers
argue that one of the other
men shot the victim, and that
Cromartie’s conviction relied
heavily on the testimonies of
witnesses who had strong motivation to lie or who have since
recanted.
The victim’s daughter has repeatedly supported Cromartie’s petition for DNA testing.
In a letter to state lawyers, she
wrote, “My father’s death was
senseless. Executing another
man would also be senseless,
especially if he may not have
shot my father.”

photo from medium.com

energy, means there’s less need for
new [power] plants,” said Dupree.
When asked about how students
can assist in recycling or energy
conservation, Dupree said, “If
people throw trash into the recycling dumpster, and it reaches
a certain percentage of trash, we
have to pay for that entire dumpster as if it were trash, and not
recycling.” Not only does it cost
the school more, but it also goes
straight to a landfill. “We save
nothing and help nothing” said
Dupree.

CSC also plans to ramp up its sustainability and stewardship initiative. At the end of the interview,
Payne said, “We want to associate stewardship with liturgy. We
are talking to the chapel department to try and integrate the two
in some way,” and that “we need
to continue sponsoring events,
speakers, and opportunities for
students to engage and see others engage in this to help create
awareness.”
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CALIFORNIA FIRES
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

ing every resource available,
and are coordinating with numerous agencies as we continue
to respond to these fires.”
The Kincade fire that broke out
in Sonoma County doubled in

size on October 28. Local authorities previously ordered
over 180,000 people to evacuate from its path. As of October
30, only 15% of the fire is contained, and it has burned more
than 117 square miles. That is
more than twice the size of San
Francisco, which covers roughly a 47-mile area.

The Getty fire, which ignited in the hills of northern Los
Angeles, has burned around
618 acres of land so far. This
fire broke out around 1:30 a.m.
right next to Interstate 405, the
busiest highway in the United States. Social media was
swarmed with posts from people having to evacuate their
homes, including Lebron James

and former California governor
Arnold Schwarzenegger.
A tweet from Schwarzenegger
on October 28 said, “We evacuated safely at 3:30 this morning. If you are in an evacuation
zone, don’t screw around. Get
out. Right now I am grateful
for the best firefighters in the
world, the true action heroes

who will charge into the danger
to protect their fellow Californians.”
A major art museum in Getty
was dangerously close to the
fires. The Getty Center is a billion-dollar complex that houses
an art museum with works from
people such as Rembrandt, van
Gogh, and Monet. Peter Sanders, a fire department spokesman, remarked that “There is
no longer an imminent threat
to the Getty Center.” Air tankers dropped fire retardant on
the canyons to the west ahead
of the fire to create a barrier
and keep it intact.
In 2017 and 2018, some of the
very same regions were affected by wildfires in California.
A neighborhood in Santa Rosa
called Coffey Park was almost
destroyed in wine country fires
from two years ago. It has been
fully rebuilt, but now with the
Kincade fire just a few miles
away people are afraid of the
worst happening all over again.
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The New York Times posted a
letter from a girl who lives two
hours from the Kincade fire.
She said, “There seems to always be a fire burning in California. Last year, during the
Camp fire, my school canceled
classes, which was unheard of
at the time… I am 16. I should
not have to worry about the air
quality or whether my power
will be shut off. More preventative measures must be taken to
prevent future fires, so that we
never have to experience this
again.”
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AROUNDERS
by Anna Rogers
You walk up and scan your Scots
Card to hear the beep of the door
opening. It’s familiar; you’ve been
here before, but it looks different.
You walk in and are overcome
with a wave of hot, sticky air.
The room is crowded and loud.
Demogorgons cover the walls.
You see people waiting to pass
through a doorway into the heart
of the building. You’re just a corporate drone, so you fall in line
and wait to enter.
Student Body President Erik Peeples ’20 mans the door and allows
small groups of people to gain
access to what lies ahead, never

THE
VERDICT
YES,
to registering for
new classes.
NO,
to getting waitlisted.

to be seen again. The line moves,
and you inch closer and closer
to the door. Your heart is racing.
What is this? you ask yourself
through your nervous thoughts. I
jump in. “This,” I say, “is Around
Founders.”
That’s right folks, on Saturday
October 26th the annual event of
Around Founders took place, and
it was quite a ride. Each hall in
Founders spent hours decorating
to create impressive 80s themed
spaces, in the end becoming unrecognizable as college dorm
room halls. In past years, there
has even been gravel, hay, and water covering the floors of some of
halls.
Jubilee RA Beebe Stroud ’22 gave
us a little bit of insight into her
hall and the effort exerted. Jubilee
turned their hall into your friendly
neighborhood Blockbuster, showcasing 80s movies like “Ferris
Bueller’s Day Off,” “Ghostbusters,”
and “The Shining.” Stroud said
that her hall had been discussing
Around Founders about a month
in advance, and many of the Jubilee residents gathered supplies
from their homes over fall break
in order to prepare.
“I think the best part of the experience was seeing people's faces as
they walked through,” said Stroud,
“It was especially nice to see all of
our hard work pay off when people got excited or spooked in our
hall.” Stroud also said that her hall
began decorating early Thursday
night and continued to decorate

all of Friday and Saturday until the work was complete. Talk
about commitment.
Jubilee won second place for their
Blockbuster theme. Ekklesia won
first place for their theme of the
movie “Aliens,” and Highlands
won third place for their creative
theme of “complete independence of commonwealth countries from the UK” (shoutout to
Mary Grace Donaldson ’20 for
explaining their amazing and hilarious theme). Gracewell won
People’s Choice and Most Aesthetic for their “Princess Bride”
themed hall, and Catacombs won
Most Authentically 80s for their
MTV decorated hall.
Jackson Lyda ’22 of the Combs
explained that, in contrast to Jubilee, Catacombs took about a day
to prepare for Around Founders
and about 10 hours to decorate.
Lyda said that his favorite part of
the experience was, “listening to
‘Remain in Light’ for twenty-four
hours to get into character.” You
can’t say that isn’t commitment.
Other halls that also did a spectacular job and leaned into the
80s theme were Balcony with
their Pac-Man theme and Blackwatch with their theme of the
Berlin Wall. Will Siegenthaler
’20, a former Catacombian, was
really struck by Brethren's Time
Machine Stuck in the 80s theme.
“The caveman room was hysterical,” said Siegenthaler, “and the
2180 nuclear fallout room followed by the alien experimentation room was an incredible onetwo punch.”

This was Siegenthaler’s first year
to be an observer in the event
instead of participating, which
definitely has its perks. He was
not totally thrilled with the experience of hours of decorating
and cleaning up the hall, and said
that “being an observer is nice
because you have no stakes in the
outcome, and you can just walk
through and see everything.” Siegenthaler would also like to take
this time to apologize to Gracewell for taking their large container of cheeseballs.
Around Founders is a cherished
and well-loved event by many,
but especially by those in Founders. “People work really hard on
their halls and it brings a lot of
hall unity and building pride,”
said Stroud, “Founders is a very
creative and quirky place, and
Around Founders is a really fun
way for the building to show off
its strong suit to the campus.”
Although Siegenthaler now enjoys being off campus and simply
coming to observe and support
the event, he did mention that
he always had a good time participating with his hall. He does,
however, have an important word
of critique, for anyone taking
notes. Although the popcorn in
the lobby added a touch of class
and elegance, Siegenthaler says
that “there was so much body heat
and sweat in the room that the
popcorn was damp.” Don’t worry,
Founders, we really appreciated
the effort either way, and still ate
the damp popcorn out of politeness. It really fit the quirky vibe,
but perhaps less damp popcorn
would be the way to go next year.
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DEFENSE WINS
CHAMPIONSHIPS
by Drake Cabe
First, the Tennessee Vols bandwagon is wide open, and coming from someone who has
been a Tennessee fan from the
time that he was in the womb,
jump on. If not, we will see you
in the Famous Idaho Potato
Bowl.
Next, the Philadelphia 76ers
will win the 2020 NBA Finals
and I will tell you why. Why?
Defense. Over the crazy NBA
offseason, the Sixers somehow
procured the greatest defense
to ever grace an NBA court.
General manager Elton Brand
received Josh Richardson out of
a sign and trade deal with the
Miami Heat for a player who
hasn’t even made an appearance
this NBA season (as of October
28th). I hope your baby is doing
very well, Jimmy Butler. Then
the Sixers front office made the
biggest splash this offseason
by signing Veteran big-man Al
Horford. This is adding to the
already astonishing lineup of
Tobias Harris (the most underrated player in the NBA),
Joel Embiid (best center in the
NBA, you’re a joke, Jokic), and
of course Ben Simmons (2018
Rookie of the Year, the next

Magic Johnson, and nicknamed
“I’ll shoot a three-pointer if you
can ever stop me from scoring
25 a night on 85% FG shooting
in the paint”). All of this, plus
the fact that the 76ers drafted
Naismith Defensive Player of
the Year, and 2 time Pac-12 Defensive player of the year, Matisse Thybulle.
So, with a starting 5 of Simmons, Richardson, Harris,
Horford, and Embiid, Thybulle
coming off the bench, and Mr.
Mike “Gets into fights at Eagles
games and has neck tattoos”
Scott, the Philadelphia 76ers
are scary to say the least. Let’s
jump into the numbers just
to prove all of you poor little
Philly doubters wrong.
Start with the future Co-MVP
Ben Simmons. Standing at a
stout 6’10” and 230 lbs, this
man can guard literally any position. He has been known to
intimidate anyone on the court
and lockdown superstars such
as Lebron James. Last season,
he had 112 steals, 61 blocks, and
525 defensive rebounds. Please
keep in mind that this man is
only 23. Next, Josh Richardson
has been coming into form and
has been said to be an up-and-

CRIS COLLINSWORTH
by Nate Plating
The NFL season is in full swing,
with each weekend bringing a
new slate of exciting games and
a new Sunday night game to be
called by the golden voice of
Cris Collinsworth. Each week,
alongside Al Michaels’ playby-play calls, Collinsworth
provides witty and insightful
color commentary, remaining
a constant through both good
and bad Sunday Night Football
games. But how did he get here?
Collinsworth is known for his
Joe Buck-esque good looks and
silky smooth voice, but all of
this did not just come out of
nothing—there’s more to Cris
Collinsworth than meets the
eye.
While NBC, the home of Sunday Night Football, does an excellent job of making Michaels
and Collinsworth look similar
in height, this is not so. The
6-foot-5-inch Collinsworth is
a whopping 7 inches taller than
Michaels. And this height came
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to good use during Cris’ football career. Due to his height
and speed, Collinsworth was
a highly sought after college
prospect, eventually joining the
University of Florida Gators in
1977. Collinsworth was recruited as a quarterback, throwing a
99-yard touchdown pass in his
first game of the season, tied for
the longest touchdown pass in
NCAA history. The following
season, Collinsworth was converted to a wide receiver, fully
embracing this role and going
on to be named First-Team AllSEC in his remaining three seasons and First-Team All-American in his senior season. In
his senior season he was part
of one of the greatest one-year
turnarounds in college football
history, going from 0-10-1 to
8-4 in the span of one year. He
has gone down in history as one
of the Gator greats in football.
After a successful college career, Collinsworth was drafted
by the Cincinnati Bengals in
the 1981 NFL Draft, and would

coming defensive superstar.
He had 79 steals (down from
the previous year, in which he
had 121) and 34 blocks (also
down from the previous year,
in which he had 75). While
not impressive, he has much
potential to be tapped into by
the wonderful player development staff of the Sixers. Tobias
Harris, who has finally come
into his own and is morphing
into an NBA superstar in front
of our very eyes, can also hold
his own on the defensive side of
the ball. Though what is more
important here is the two big
men for the 76ers. Al Horford,
also known as the only stitching
that held the “team” of the Boston Celtics together, is a perfect
match for future Co-MVP and
DPOY Joel Embiid. Al Horford
is the definition of hustle and
ensures that not many people
will be scoring in the paint this
season against the Sixers.
To be fair, making it to the Finals should not be hard. Who is
going to stand in the way? The
Celtics? Maybe when you have
a starting center that doesn’t get
concussions from walking into
the ceiling. The Bucks? I mean
yeah, maybe. But I would like to
see Mr. Antetokounmpo score
consistently in the paint on this
defense. Honestly, I can’t even
name any more teams in the
East. So, for all you doubters
out there, Sixers in 6 over the
Clippers in June. Please prove
me wrong.
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play out his entire 8-season career there. He surpassed 1,000
receiving yards four times in his
career, in 1981, 1983, 1985, and
1986, as well as being named to
the Pro Bowl in his first three
seasons.
After retiring from the NFL,
Collinsworth
immediately
got into broadcasting. He has
done work for several networks
throughout his career, but is, of
course, best known for his coverage of Sunday Night Football.
Collinsworth filled the role of
color commentator alongside
Michaels upon John Madden’s
departure in 2009.
Collinsworth has collected five
Emmys over the course of his
successful broadcasting career. And beyond broadcasting, Collinsworth has earned a
Juris Doctorate, in pursuit of
his original post-NFL dream
of being a lawyer. Collinsworth
has accomplished a lot in his
60 years of life. So next time
you’re watching Sunday Night
Football, don’t forget the man
behind the great face and better
voice that is Cris Collinsworth.
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THISTLES & THINGS
by daniel barr
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JOHN HAMM PERFORMING ARTS
SERIES: ANDY HARNSBERGER,
THE PERCUSSIONIST

One to Ten
by Jem Davenport
On a scale of one to ten, how sad are you?
you almost say seven but the answer floats in your lungs like rising mud.
you shift your shoulders. some part of you is already forming an excuse. that
it’s not that bad sometimes. one, two, three on a day that the clouds are out.
you’re just complaining about stuff. yesterday you laughed past a brick of a
four, does that make the brick come down to a two-point-five. the solid seven panic attack of last tuesday feels somehow like a little thorn, just a regular
day full of a gentle three-point-nine earthquake rocking after yesterday’s
close-to-an-eight. see but if tomorrow you have a real bad day, it will make
today look simple.
and what if. what if tomorrow it’s a big old red eight-point-nine. like one of
those days where sirens are going off in every part of you but you’re stuck
behind a glass window watching it all burn down. like one of those days
that your skin against the air feels foreign. like too much of everything.
like sitting-in-the-shower, like can’t-eat, like the tide isn’t just coming in, it
came while you were sleeping and now you’ve gotta learn how to swim. like
bounce me against a bullet hole kind of day.
you keep numbers like nine and ten way out of reach. those are for the people who really are suffering. you’ve got no excuse. nine and ten are funeral numbers, for real problems, not yours, no. and sometimes you’re fine.
and you’re kind of used to it. and it’s not sad, it’s just numb like a television
caught on static. numb like i can’t remember if i care about this. numb like
nothing works but i can’t be bothered to fix it. that’s not sad that’s everyday
stuff. everybody feels like this, right? feels like they’ve been shut off. right.
maybe five. right in the middle. like not gonna shoot myself but i’m not wasting your time. a nonanswer. like could be worse could be better. like i need
help but i don’t want you to worry even though i need someone to worry
about me because i can’t worry about myself. maybe five. but what if five is
too small. what if five is too big. what if “on a scale of one to ten,” he repeats into your silence, and then pauses. “and
please be honest about this.”

HONG KONG AND CARTOONS:
ART AND ITS INFLUENCE IN THE
PRO-DEMOCRACY PROTESTS
by Grant Kierpa
For anyone who has been living
under a rock (or on top of a rock
I guess), the protests in Hong
Kong have now reached their
fifth month of continuation.
First initiated by opposition

photo from Hong Kong Free Press,
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to an extradition bill passed in
March, these protests have begun to draw international support such as the American Congress’ passing of bills in support
of the defense of human rights
and liberties in Hong Kong. On
June 15, after 13 weeks of pro-

tests, Chief Executive of Hong
Kong Carrie Lam announced
that the government would suspend the bill.
The protests did not end, however. Many believed that the
government had not done
enough and a broader democratic regime change movement
ensued. As of October 29, these
protests show no sign of stopping anytime soon. But how has
this movement been able to continue with increasing support?
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by Alexis Dupree
On October 17 the Covenant
community had the opportunity
to see and hear Andy Harnsberger and his three assistants, Dr.
Seabury, Dr. Jones, and Dr. Herring, play some amazing percussion pieces for us.
Andy Harnsberger is currently
an Associate Professor of Music and Percussion Coordinator
at Lee University in Cleveland,
Tennessee. Dr. Bailey Seabury is
currently the Adjunct Instructor
of Percussion/Drumline at the
University of South Carolina.
Dr. Caitlin Jones is an active performer with the Aiken Symphony
Orchestra. Dr. Scott Herring is
currently the Professor of Percussion at the University of South
Carolina. At University of South
Carolina, Dr. Herring directs the
Percussion ensemble and the Palmetto Pans Steel Band.
Andy Harnsberger and his trio
played “The Traveller” by Gareth Farr, “Dead Reckoning” by
Adam Silverman, and “Saragordia
Sound” by Benjamin Finley. They
also performed other sets such as
“Words Unspoken,” “Unbreakable,” and “Vertigo” composed by
Andy Harnsberger himself.
They brought a five-octave marimba to Covenant. Covenant
only has a three-octave marimba. They also brought two vibraphones, bongos, a gong, and
many other instruments. The

marimba was being played with
4 mallets—meaning 2 mallets in
each hand.
In Finley’s song
“Saragordia
Sound,” the vibraphone was played
with 2 bows that are normally
used to play a stringed instrument
like a violin or cello. Harnsberger’s written piece “Words Unspoken” was a solo marimba piece.
One interesting thing he did as
he played was switch out his mallets. It was amazing to watch him
do that because it takes so much
skill to switch out the type of mallet that you are currently playing
with while also playing with two
mallets in one hand. In the last
song, “Vertigo,” closer to the end
of the piece, watching Harnsberger play the marimba was attention
grabbing. He played the marimba
excellently, but what was so cool is
that he was having to reach complete opposite ends of the marimba within seconds, which meant
that he was jumping back and
forth on stage between those octaves due to how big the marimba
was.
Finally, Dr. Seabury, Dr. Herring,
Dr. Jones, and Andy Harnsberger
gave an excellent performance for
the community as well as showing
us that percussion can be played
as a solo. Anyone watching surely would have been amazed that
four people can come together
from different areas of the country and be able to play these songs
with little practice time together.

THE BOOK LIST
...is on break this week due to SIP-related complications. It will
return in the next issue of The Bagpipe!
- Will P.

Very early in the movement’s
lifespan, cartoonists quickly
began satirizing the extradition
bill that Lam’s government had
passed. Popular cartoonists such
as Badicuao and Zuni released
images depicting all sorts of
rhetoric in favor of the protestors.
Outside of Hong Kong cartoonists, a popular image has
taken root within the Hong
Kong movement: Pepe the Frog.
While the Anti-Defamation
League has deemed Pepe as an
alt-right image depicting racism
and anti-Semitism, he has taken
on a new role for the protestors
in Hong Kong. In an interview
with the New York Times, resident of Hong Kong Emily Yue
said, “different countries have
very different cultures… symbols and colors that mean something in one culture can mean

something completely different
in another culture.”
It has also led to the creation of
“sticker packs” for use on apps
like WhatsApp and Telegram
depicting Pepe wearing the garb
of protesters.
Cartoons are a large part of the
peaceful protests of Hong Kong.
“Shrines” to Lam have been established all throughout the city
satirizing her government and
the people’s oppression.
Before the ban on mask usage by
Lam and the Hong Kong government, protesters even began to
wear masks of Winnie the Pooh
and other childhood favorites to
further show how they are the
innocent group being oppressed
by the Communist government.
While there is no evidence to
show that cartoons have encouraged the growth of the protest
movement, they are without
question a result of state oppression and show the large
pro-democratic sentiment within the city. These cartoons have
undoubtedly proved to serve as
a free press of sorts filled with
anti-government and pro-democratic ideas that are much
harder to restrict since they are
not mainstream news outlets.
For more information, see the
Associated Press and the Hong
Kong Free Press.
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WELL-FED THEOLOGIANS,
STARVED THEOLOGY
by Caleb Walter
If you read the news much, or
have friends who think they understand politics, you most likely
have felt the hopelessness that this
fallen world seems to cultivate effortlessly. Greta Thunberg sees
our world as in a crisis that worsens with each sunrise: “Today, we
use about 100 million barrels of
oil every single day.”
But not all the news is terrible.
One global trend of the 21st century (and 20th century) is the
growth of Christianity in the
Global South (the term used for
Africa, Latin and South America,
and Southeast Asia). Christians
here in the West aren’t quite sure
what to do. Church attendance in
North America falls, but African
and Chinese churches increase
daily.

Theologians too, try to figure out
what to do with this massive demographic reversal. What will the
world look like when the seminaries are in Princeton and Dallas
but the Christians hail from Nairobi and Mumbai? While Western
theologians (whether conservative, liberal, Calvinist, Arminian,
etc.) try to claim African churches under their respective banners,
they ignore what these African
churches actually care about.
Most African Christians are not
interested so much in what exactly it means that Scripture is
infallible. They don’t find a need
for heated debates about predestination and free will. Their first
theological priorities don’t have
to do with credo vs. paedobaptism or losing one’s salvation or
the existence of hell. In places
where hunger and persecution are
rampant, theologies of suffering

CHRISTIANITY AND THE FIGHT
FOR PEACE
by Ellie Wilkie
Those of you from Christian
homes have probably grown up
hearing the phrase “turn the other cheek,” as taken from Matthew
5:39. Yet God assists in wars and
even wiped out an entire army for
Jehoshaphat while his army slept
in 2 Chronicles 20:1-30. Psalm
37:8 tells us, “Don’t give in to worry or anger; it only leads to trouble,” yet we see Jesus flip tables in
the temple out of anger.
We look up from the Word and
into our world, where we see
murder, abuse, abortion, and cruel, unbearable injustices that lead

so many to question if there even
is a God. What are we supposed
to do? How can we glorify God if
we don’t fight for what is just in
his sight? How can we obey him
if we do?
These questions have bothered
me all of my life, and while I believe there is no clear-cut solution,
I think two questions can aid us
in discerning the good fight: First,
am I fighting for a God-honoring
cause in a God-honoring way that
can be clearly backed up by Scripture? Second, would my participation rescue or protect the lives
of my loved ones or my country?

IS COVENANT READY FOR
PRESIDENT O’ROURKE?
by Leif Le Mahieu
Recently, a LGBTQ Equality town
hall was held by CNN for Democratic presidential candidates.
Several views expressed by candidates at the town hall spell trouble
for religious liberty and Christianity in America, particularly
those of Beto O’Rourke.
O’Rourke promised that as president, that he would take away
the tax exempt status of religious
institutions, including churches
and schools, who do not support
same-sex unions. He justified his
policies by claiming that institutions who do not support samesex unions violate the human and
civil rights of others.
It is incredible how far the push
for LGBTQ rights has shifted
over the last several years. First,
it was said that same-sex marriage would not affect Christians
because what people did in private shouldn’t matter. Today, progressive politicians and LGBTQ
rights organizations are pushing
for total acceptance and support
for this unbiblical institution and
practice.
The LGBTQ movement does not
just want the right to wave the
rainbow flag—it wants to force
anyone who disagrees with them
to wave it as well. This is seen in a

litany of recent court cases, from
the attempt to shut down Colorado baker Jack Philips to the
imposition of fines on the Klein’s
bakery in Oregon.
While many conservative Christians rallied to support these courageous individuals, who were
intimidated by the state for their
beliefs, others remained passively silent. They believed that since
they were not in the wedding industry, they might be spared from
this progressive bullying.

and healing take precedence over
theologies of predestination and
Scriptural infallibility.
Recently deceased Kenyan theologian John Mbiti argued that “if
theology has any contribution
to make to the church … then it
should be a healing contribution
which accompanies the church
wherever it is in its disfigurement
and its martyrdom.” How much
use is a theology for the poor
coming from those who “can sit
down in our library carrels and
theologize comfortably?”
He points out that as Christianity grows in the Global South, the
Western hubs of theology will become more and more useless as
they address questions that will
be largely irrelevant to the Christian farmer in central Africa, the
sick child in an urban slum, or
the illiterate local village preacher.
After all, what good is an understanding of the Zwinglian or Lutheran view of communion when
you can’t even count on reliable
daily bread on your own table?

“Learn to do right; seek justice.
Defend the oppressed. Take up
the cause of the fatherless; plead
the case of the widow (Isaiah
1:17.)” The dictionary defines being just as “based on or behaving
according to what is morally right
and fair.” Our Heavenly Father has
called us to seek out justice. Not
only has he called us to do so, but
he has also equipped us with this
ability, by making us in his image,
allowing us to reflect some of his
attributes, and giving Scripture to
guide us through our distorted
views of justice.
The distortion drives children
to attempt to conceal their joy
when “tattling” on their siblings.
The distortion drives Christians
to plaster condemning verses on
their car to scare people into taking a statement of faith that mere-

In my three years at Covenant I
have heard many discussions on
environmentalism, immigration,
and pluralism. I applaud Covenant for wrestling with these difficult and complex issues. However,
I believe that, for the most part,
the prevailing culture will not
have a problem with the positions
generally supported at Covenant.
On the other hand, in Christ and
Culture, a class about Christian
engagement in culture, there are
no lectures on being pro-life in a
pro-death culture, which shrugs
as nearly a million unborn children lose their lives every year.
There are no lectures on the im-

I am not saying that the debates
of Western theology are meaningless or unnecessary. Rather, we
should recognize them for what
they are: struggles unique to our
context and not of utmost importance to all Christians of all places
and times.
Mbiti does not like the way that
we in the West elevate our theological issues to be of primary importance in the theological world.
His concern is that our seminaries and schools teach a theology
that (particularly for those going
out to Majority World contexts)
produces theologians “bearing a
watered-down theology.” He sees
the current theological system as
the theology of the rich and highly educated, when it ought to also
be informed by poor, uneducated,
or generally overlooked communities.
Ultimately, Mbiti’s call is for us
Westerners to be slow to speak
and swift to listen. He says African churches have learned to
theologize with us about our
concerns and “would like you to

theologize with us, and also about
our concerns.”
This may not seem to mean very
much to us here at Covenant.
We don’t often come into contact with the theological concerns
prevalent in Africa. We don’t see
much of a need for theologies of
suffering, ancestors, witchcraft,
famine, demon-possession, or
political liberation. But we should
recognize these as important considerations to many brothers and
sisters all across the world, and we
must not laugh or consider these
to be inferior concerns.
The West has all too often looked
down at the Global South as playing catch up to us. This arrogance
has unfortunately found its way
into the theological sphere as well.
Recognizing that our theological
issues are contextual should help
us to grow in humility and willingness to listen to concerns of
Christians around the world. As
globalization continues, shutting
our mouths and listening will become more and more essential.

ly gives them a new label, rather
than a new life. The distortion
leads us to fight for things that too
often just make us feel like good
people or get us the justice we feel
we deserve. However, when we
look at God’s just actions, knowing that he is our ultimate example, we can see that his pursuit
of justice points back to himself.
Ours should point back to him,
too.

he drawn his weapon, he realized
he could honor God through
fighting for his country and the
people he loved.

The second question convicted
me as I thought about the story
of Alvin York. After having a rebellious past, York threw aside
his old life to pursue a life for
Christ, only to find himself in the
middle of World War I, feeling a
strong moral obligation not to kill
another human. However, after
witnessing the deaths of several
friends who might have lived had

To conclude, when we are fighting for biblically-just causes and
the preservation of life, the glory
of God can be amplified and revealed to great masses, but the
key lies in our desperation to seek
God’s will and to act on biblical
truths, rather than acting on our
distorted views of justice.

portance of God’s design for marriage in the midst of a culture that
daily denigrates marriage. There
are no lectures about the spread
of transgender ideology, which
hurts children and ignores God’s
creation of male and female.

tians is most tempted to compromise on.

These are all issues over which
the prevailing culture will hate
our convictions. While there are
some individual classes which
address some of these issues, they
receive little attention in the core
which every Covenant student is
required to take. I believe that this
is a mistake because these scarcely
covered issues are precisely those
which our generation of Chris-

Our Shepherd left his 99 sheep to
rescue one. While observing the
biblical view of justice, we must
also ask ourselves if standing back
while others are harmed is more
honoring to God than taking a life
in order to preserve one.

We must work to cultivate a culture at Covenant which is unafraid at a broader level to not
only engage with the culture, but
also to oppose it if need be.
If we as an institution are not bold
in declaring unpopular biblical
truths, how can we be sure that
we will not compromise when the
government comes knocking on
our door telling us to render unto
Caesar what is God’s?

It now appears that the time to
remain neutral on this issue is (or
will soon be) over. While O’Rourke or any of his other progressive comrades may not be elected
in 2020, it is only a matter of time
before someone comes to power
who will be all too eager to use
the coercive power of the state to
crack down on allegedly-bigoted
Christian institutions.
This begs the question: are we
ready for this? Specifically, will
Covenant be willing to lose its tax
exempt status, other forms of federal funding, and accept the threat
of a potential lawsuit if necessary?
Unfortunately, I do not think that
we are. We might be willing to
sustain one lawsuit, but I believe
that eventually we would compromise our beliefs.
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RECYCLING
by Jessica Florey
During
the
environmental
movement of the 1960s and 70s,
a phrase we all know well was
born: “Reduce, reuse, and recycle.” In our day and age however, one seems to be emphasized
over the others: recycling.
Don’t get me wrong—I am not
against recycling by any means.
This is not an argument against
recycling, but a call for us to examine the other two ‘Rs’. There
is a reason why recycling comes
last—because it is the least effective of the three and uses
the most amount of extra energy. The recycled materials are
transported elsewhere, often internationally, and then energy is
used to break down the product.
Out of all three ‘Rs,’ reducing
has by far the most impact. Simply not using a product that is
not environmentally friendly
is always the most beneficial. If

wisely. Reducing can even be as
simple as carpooling.

we all begin to not use certain
products, the market will turn
to where our demand and consumption are.
This doesn’t have to be radical.
There are little things that you
can do in your life to both reuse and reduce. If you are off
campus, switch to reusing your
containers you get at the store
for food instead of using plastic baggies; take a reusable cup
with you instead of getting plastic cups or plastic water bottles;
if you are going to Starbucks,
bring your own mug (you get
a discount if you do) or maybe
just don’t take a sleeve; buy food
in bulk instead of individually
wrapped; when you go out to
the grocery store, bring reusable
bags. If you forget them, maybe
just don’t get any bags at all. I see
many people coming out from
the store who only got a few
items and are still carrying them
in a bag. You have two hands
that God gave you. Use them

ARE POLITICS SWITCHING
AGAIN?
by Grant Kierpa
In the 1796 Presidential election, two political parties, the
Federalists and the Democratic-Republicans, squared off in
the first-ever presidential election that involved what James
Madison described as “temporary coalitions.” Madison and
other senior leaders from the
Revolution believed that political parties were only to serve
the nation through some of the
early controversial elections
over its foundation. Little did
they know how critical to our
political structure the two-party
system would become as PACs
and Super PACs fuel political
nominees with ever-increasing
millions of dollars every election cycle.
But how did we get from the
Federalist vs. Democratic-Republican era to the Democrat
vs. Republican era? Did the Federalist party just die out and the
Democratic-Republican party
split into two separate entities?
In this article I’ll briefly look at
how party lines have morphed
over the past two-hundred years
or so with a more detailed look
at its influence on the modern

era, and then argue that we are
currently living in a time of political transition once more.
The Federalists held a lot of influence in the big cities of the
north, where people favored a
large central government, and
believed that the government
could take on new roles going
forward through a fluid interpretation of the Constitution.
Meanwhile, the Democratic-Republicans believed the
Federalists were aristocratic
monarchists, and favored minimal government involvement,
equality for all citizens (this referred to economic and social
equality for all eligible citizens,
which at this time excluded
women and slaves), and a strict
interpretation of the Constitution.
However, as the nation entered
the Jacksonian era, the Democratic-Republicans began to
fracture into smaller factions,
which eventually led to the creation of the early form of the
modern Democratic Party. In
response, anti-Jackson politicians founded the roots of the
modern Republican party, or at
that time, the Whig party.
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Yes, this might take a bit of an
effort. You might have to remember to bring around a water
bottle or put in a bit of an effort
to carpool, but we are called to
use our resources wisely and
steward them well—even if that
means putting in a little bit of
extra work.
And what about reusing? There

are so many ways that you can
use things a second, third or
fourth time. Offer it up to your
friends as well. I broke my shoe,
and the bottom started coming
off. Instead of throwing it away,
I just glued the bottom back on.
Before you throw things away,
begin to think of other ways
you could use them (ex: we cut
up old t-shirts at my house and
use them as rags). Buy more
second-hand and sell more second-hand. This practice is not

only better for the environment,
but better for your wallet as well.
The first step to change is consciousness. Start to pay attention to how much you use-even the little things. Begin to
be more conscious. As you go
throughout your week, see how
much you don’t use and waste.
Recycling can be good, but is a
last measure. Reducing and reusing give far more preventative
methods.
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Jackson’s Democrats believed in
“manifest destiny” (militarism
or expansionism), limited government authority, a hands-off
approach to the economy, and
expanded suffrage for white
males (note: you had to hold
land and pay taxes to vote at this
point).
On the other hand, the National
Republicans, or Whigs, believed
that it was the role of government to be involved with the
economy, including in the construction of roads and railroads,
and preserving cultural identities and heritage, which was in
stark contrast to the “manifest
destiny” and removal of Native
Americans by the Jackson administration.
By the time Abraham Lincoln
was elected, the Whigs had taken on the name that we know
of today, the Republican Party,
and the Jacksonian Democrats
maintained their nomenclature.
Party lines began to shift following the Civil War as Democrats
led by politicians such as William Jennings Bryan began to
push the Democrats to a more
progressive stance, and a movement for prohibition within the
Republican party began to turn
the Republicans to a more conservative stance.
This would ultimately culminate in the Republicans, under
the leadership of Teddy Roosevelt, becoming much more
globalist, and being the party
of international interventionism. Meanwhile, the Democrats
became less inclined to be involved globally, and chose to focus more on social issues within
the nation such as womens’ suffrage and civil rights.
When we look at the formation
of the modern Democratic party, it might seem strange that
President Obama tried to implement a “healthcare-for-all”
plan, which definitely expanded
the role of government. On the
flip-side, early Republicans be-

lieved it was the duty of government to be involved in the economy, whereas now Republicans
favor laissez-faire economics
and hands off economic intervention.
Democrats in the modern era
have continuously pushed for
an increase in the size of government and a flexible interpretation of the Constitution.
Internationally,
Democrats
have tried time and time again
to get troops out of overseas
conflicts, while the Republicans
were ever so eager to invest in
war. Starting with Woodrow
Wilson, Democratic presidents
have done everything possible
to avoid entrance into war until
the last possible second. On the
other side, Republicans such as
Richard Nixon did not hesitate
to get involved with proxy wars
in the fight against communism.
But what does this mean in
the age of Trump? Last month,
Trump announced his withdrawal of troops from Syria,
which left the Kurds, who have
historically had shaky support
from the US, to fend for themselves. Trump reiterated numerous times the importance
of “getting the boys home” and
“ending the endless wars.” In
opposition, multiple Democrats spoke out against Trump’s
actions to remove troops from
the Middle East. In the most recent Democratic debate, former
Vice-President Joe Biden said,
“It has been the most shameful thing that any President
has done in modern history in
terms of foreign policy.” But
what happened to the party that
favored pulling out of the Middle East and criticizing the Republicans for their starting of a
cycle of endless wars?
If you haven’t been watching
the Democratic debates, you
may have already begun to see
evidence of party switching.
Since Obama’s eight years in office, the Democrats have clearly
been liberalizing and pursuing

a much more left-leaning agenda than before. Evidence of this
can be found in who is leading
in the Democratic polls. Elizabeth Warren, Bernie Sanders,
and Joe Biden have all risen to
the top with their progressive/
further left agendas, leaving
moderates Mayor Pete Buttigieg
and Rep. Tulsi Gabbard trailing
behind.
While Republicans haven’t
wholesale shifted their agenda,
they have indeed splintered.
Evidence of this can be found
in Republican Rep. Joe Walsh’s
announcement of a presidential ballot bid earlier in 2019.
A month later, Rep. Mark Sanford, another Republican, also
announced his White House
bid. In an interview with NPR’s
Michael Martin, Sanford said,
“I think that we need to have
a conversation and debate on
what it means to be a Republican. Traditionally, the Republican Party stood for some level
of financial conservatism. That
seems to have been thrown out
the window of late, as you see,
for instance, with this latest
debt deal, the president adding
$2 trillion of additional debt to
the national debt and a third of
a trillion dollars in new spending over the next two years
without even a debate.” Sanford
represents a number of disenfranchised Republicans and believes that the current platforms
of the party do not follow traditional lines.
With Democrats shifting (no,
not Schiffting) farther left, and
Republicans losing their core
beliefs, what will this mean for
political lines in the future?
Could a third party make an
emergence? While this may
seem doubtful, if the Democrats
continue their leftward slide,
moderate Democrats will be left
without a home, and this could
lead to future political action.

