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NEW CITY EAST
LAKE GETS A
NEW PASTOR
by Zach McKillop
The pews and stained glass
windows of New City East
Lake shook from a roaring
applause after a 105 to 3
vote in favor of electing Jon
Storck as East Lake’s new
pastor on Sunday evening,
October 7.
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FREEDOM IN CHRIST TO OBEY HIS WORD:
A RESPONSE TO REV. ANDY WILSON
OPINION

by Aaron Anand, Sarah Lane Cochrane, Abby Gienapp, Will Payne, Ryan Rhodes, and Mark Roos
On Nov. 7, Rev. Andy Wilson,
a PCA pastor from Grace
Presbyterian Church in Laconia, New Hampshire, published an online article titled
“Dear Covenant College Students: Jesus Can Set You Free
from the Yoke of Being Woke.”
In it, he disagreed strongly
with Jemar Tisby’s Reformation Day chapel lectures,
accusing Tisby of setting up
works-based requirements for
believers beyond the Gospel.
Wilson’s article is available
online at www.theaquilareport.com. We also emailed
this letter to Rev. Wilson.

Dear Rev. Wilson,
As students of Covenant
College, we wish to offer a
humble response to your recent article, “Dear Covenant
College Students: Jesus Can
Set You Free from the Yoke
of Being Woke.” We present
our own views in this letter,
not the views of the College,
nor of all our peers. We hope
that this reply helps inform
your perspective on the condition of academic and theological debate at Covenant.
We further hope that our response will be a productive

WEST BROW FIRE DEPT.
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
by Sarah Dreher
In the spring of 2018, the Covenant Safety and Security office sent out an email looking
for students interested in a
new service opportunity: volunteering at the West Brow
Fire Department.
Initial interest meetings pulled
in a lot of students, but eventually the group weeded itself
down to only a few. This group
was able to receive Emergency Medical Responder (EMR)
training paid for by a friend of
the college who felt passionate
about restarting this program
at Covenant.
The EMR training was offered throughout the spring
semester, so that by the end

of the spring, students taking
the course were certified as
EMRs. With this certification,
the students are not allowed to
administer drugs, but they can
assess the patient’s condition,
perform CPR, take vitals, and
do damage control.
This semester, those students
have trained as support volunteer firefighters, which means
they are now trained in getting
equipment off of trucks, filling
air packs, and assisting with
firefighting from outside the
structure.
Now, this group of students
continues to attend weekly
training at West Brow Fire Department, and they have begun to receive calls.

contribution to the broader
dialogue that has surrounded Jemar Tisby’s recent Reformation Day lectures on
our campus.
For the record, we do not
agree with all of Mr. Tisby’s
assertions. Students at Covenant are critical consumers of information—we are
more than willing to question controversial or debatable assertions made by
chapel speakers. His lectures
sparked lively discussions
on campus regarding several
of the issues which you ad-

dress in your article, including his creative rephrasing
of Scripture, his stance on
the centrality of activism,
and his views on universal
healthcare. However, we aren’t threatened by Mr. Tisby
rightly pushing us to recognize weaknesses within our
own Reformed tradition. As
spiritual heirs of the Protestant Reformers, we do not
assume that our theology
has arrived at its terminus.
In light of our cultural blind
spots, we need to keep reCONTINUED ON PAGE 3

For over a year and a half,
East Lake has been searching
for a new pastor after their
current pastor, Jim Pickett,
informed the congregation
that he planned to retire
from the position.
According to the church’s executive director Scott Schindler, East Lake’s actual members are made up of about 15
percent Covenant students,
not counting the number of
students who are not members yet still attend the Sunday services.
Avenly Jones (‘19), a Covenant College student who is
employed as a youth leader
at East Lake, is one student
who attended the Sunday
evening meeting.
“This guy can really help me
do my job,” Jones said afterward. “Having a fresh face
might bring more Covenant
students to volunteer. What
I’ve heard about him is that
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Davy Coddington (’21), one
of the volunteers at West
Brow, said that volunteers receive roughly one call per day,
though this varies. These calls
are about anything someone
would call 911 for, including
chest pains, seizures, falls on
trails, vehicle accidents, and
structure fires.
According to Coddington,
there are about 24 volunteers
at West Brow, and this volunteer network is made up of a
conglomerate of EMRs, emergency medical technicians
(EMTs), firefighters, nurses,
paramedics, and police.
Dispatchers
communicate
with volunteers through an
app called Active911. On this
app, volunteers receive calls
and alert each other as to who
is responding. Officers can also
send alerts to make sure volunteers are aware of potential
dangers such as tornadoes.
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“As a student,” said Coddington, “I respond when I have
time. It’s all volunteer, so I’m
not obligated to respond, but I
love the work we do.”
Jordan Mixon (’19), another West Brow volunteer, also
loves the work. She said, “It’s
so fun, I even love just hanging
out at the station.”
Although current students
may think this relationship between Covenant and local fire

departments is new, it actually
reaches back several decades.
Through the ‘80s and ‘90s,
Covenant had an agreement
with the City of Lookout
Mountain: the city would provide equipment and training,
and the college would provide
classroom space, a stipend to
incentivize students to volunteer, and a building with a
garage to store the fire trucks.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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A HIGHER STANDARD:
VOTING AT COVENANT

by Suzannah Guthmann

On November 6, 2018, Americans headed to the midterm
polls to vote for a selection of
senators, representatives, governors, and various lower-level
political figures. College voters
flooded the polls in numbers
that had not been seen in 25
years, rising from a 21 percent
to 31 percent youth turnout, according to the Center for Information and Research on Civic
Learning and Engagement. Covenant College clung to the upper
level of this voter turnout.
According to a survey run of a
sample group on campus, 38.24
percent of students voted in
the midterms. In actuality, the
number of students who voted
is closer to that 31 percent seen
across the nation, as the survey
did not take into account the
number of international and
underage students who did not
participate in the vote.
Though 31 percent was celebrated as a success across the nation,
at Covenant that leaves roughly

WEST BROW

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
This building was located where
the tennis courts are now.
Andy Gienapp (’94) was a volunteer at West Brow during
his time as a student at Covenant. He initially got involved
because several of his friends
volunteered, and because volunteering counted as “practical
hours”—the equivalent to what
current students know as Mark
10:45 service hours.
He began training and volunteering in the spring of 1987,
right as a First Responder course
was getting started. He said,
“[The first responder course]
appealed to me immediately as I
remembered watching the television show Emergency when I
was a kid.”

GRATEFULL
by Hannah Williams
On Monday, November 19, from
11:30am to 1:30pm, crowds of
Chattanoogans from all over the
city and all walks of life gathered
for the Gratefull Chattanooga event put on by Causeway,
a Chattanooga nonprofit that
supports entrepreneurship and
community involvement.
The event was a continuation
of the One Table event that began in 2014. According to The
Chattanooga Times Free Press,
the first One Table was meant
to be a one-time event, but was
so successful that it has now be-

NEW CITY
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he really believes in being
invested and involved in the
community.”
The neighborhood surrounding the church has a large
African American and Hispanic population. Because of
this minority make-up, East
Lake has intentionally sought
a pastor who can minister to
and represent the diversity of
that community well.
Because of this priority, the
seven-person search committee included three white, two
African American, and two
Hispanic church members.

700 students who did not participate in the election.
Many students referenced the
difficulty in voting itself. On
November 2, Griffin Felton (’22)
was 2.5 hours away from his
home in Alabama, with buckets
of homework. He wasn’t passionate about any of the candidates and didn’t see his single
vote as significant.
The weekend before, Claire Piquette (’20) planned to vote early
on a weekend home in Carrollton, Georgia, but by the time she
got through the weekend traffic,
the polls had already closed.
Rodney Miller, the deputy registrar of Dade County, was not
impressed by the claim that it
was simply too hard for college
students to vote. Paraphrasing
Miller, at any college, there will
be out-of-state students who
have to request ballots. At any
college, there will be an inconvenient drive to the polls in the
morning when a student would
rather sleep in or do last minute
homework.

Gienapp soon realized that this
volunteer work was more than
just a way to complete his service hours. He attended EMT
school in Dalton, GA in the fall
of 1987, and said, “By that point
I had figured out that I really
liked emergency medical services, and I saw it as a real career
option for me.”
Gienapp went on to become a
paramedic, serve in the army,
and he now manages the Wyoming office of emergency medical services.
In regards to volunteering at
West Brow, Gienapp said, “The
opportunity to do this at Covenant changed my life. A liberal
arts education is great, and I am
thankful for mine, but my career
was ultimately not in the liberal
arts.”
When Gienapp found out last
come a Chattanooga tradition.
This year was the fifth iteration
of the event, a potluck meal
with guests bringing sides if
they can and everyone sharing a
meal together, spread along the
200-block stretch of M. L. King
Boulevard that they shut down
for the event.
According to Causeway’s website, the concept behind Gratefull derives from noticing the
drastic division between lower
and upper-class neighborhoods
in the city, particularly the divide
created by M. L. King Boulevard
between areas of middle-class
wealth and areas of severe poverty and homelessness. Employees at Causeway wanted to try to
change the pattern.
The committee initially had
been seeking out a minority
pastoral candidate who speaks
Spanish.
Storck, however, is white and
cannot speak Spanish fluently.
Jed Williams (’20), who is also
a minority and regularly attends New City East Lake explains this dilemma.
Williams said that because of
his initial appearance, people may be concerned that
Storck’s white ethnicity and
inability to speak Spanish is
a hindrance in ministering
to the Hispanic and African
American members of the
community, simply because it
is harder for him to connect

Miller said, “The democratic
process is a good system of government, and students should
take the time to educate themselves [about the candidates and
the issue being voted on], in order to be active in and be a good
servant of participating in the
process. Yes, you have to balance
the time, just as I have to be balancing my time as a Covenant
employee, a father, a deacon at
my church—you have to balance
the time. That will be a challenge
for the rest of your life.”
Michaela Meneghini (’19) had
more to say on why Covenant
students don’t make voting a
priority.
Meneghini said, “Covenant
tends to be very insular and isolated, both geographically and
kind of culturally. In terms of
privilege, being able to not worry about local policymakers is
kind of a white privilege thing,
because you are not vulnerable
to other people making decisions that affect your life. We
have a lot of white privilege on
campus, where people just don’t
really see how it affects them, so
they just don’t get involved in
politics.”
While students sometimes joke

year that Keith McClearn, director of Safety and Security at
Covenant, was working to re-establish the relationship between
Covenant and West Brow, he
was “pleasantly surprised,” and
he did what he could to “act as
a sounding board for Keith as he
tried to build this thing again.”
According to current student
volunteers, this new initiative
to get students involved at West
Brow has paid off. Mixon said
that “West Brow’s become like
family.” She has loved getting to
know fellow students who she
otherwise would not have interacted with, as well as other local
residents who volunteer at West
Brow.
Coddington described the process of training and responding to calls as “really rewarding
work.”
He said, “The guys down at West
They decided to invite both ends
of the spectrum to an event that
would join Chattanoogans from
all different neighborhoods,
financial circumstances, and
backgrounds to share a meal
and spend time getting to know
each other.
Causeway’s hope was and continues to be to create a safe common space, where all attendees
feel comfortable asking questions, starting relationships,
and hopefully stepping outside
themselves and into the larger
community.

about the “bubble” around the
castle in the clouds, according
to a survey taken, there could be
signs that Covenant is becoming, as Meneghini said, an insular and isolated community.
Covenant students admit that
they are inconsistent with keeping up with the news and current
events, as seen in a survey taken
that showed only 8.82 percent of
surveyees regularly keep up with
the news, with the largest majority saying they “sometimes”
kept up with the news hovering
at 33.82 percent.
However, there could be one
other contributing factor to a
lack of awareness: administration.
Novella Long (’19) said, “It
shouldn’t be the job of the administration to spoon feed us
current events, but I do think it’s
worth consideration to maybe
think about current events more
in our prayer times and in our
chapel times as a topic of discussion or a topic for prayer.”
There is an effort by the chapel
department to bring to Covenant
a diverse range of voices to campus, such as Jemar Tisby, who
centered his Reformation Day

Brow are such a different community than Covenant, and I
really encourage Covenant to
build a relationship with them.
They are our neighbors and it
has been so enriching to get to
know them.”
Gienapp praised the volunteer
opportunity as a chance to apply principles that Covenant
values to everyday life. “It takes
the theoretical teachings of the
classroom and puts a practical
face on them. These students
are interacting with real people
having real emergencies. What
better way to show Covenant’s
foundation?”
He feels, however, that this work
should be more greatly recognized by the school than it has
been since the restarting of the
program. “The college should
incentivize this to an even greater degree. It’s hard, dangerous
work, and the students should

In a survey taken of a sample
group of students, 100 percent
of eligible voters said that they
would be at the polls to vote in
2020. Whether Covenant students push past the Covenant
bubble to turn their intentions
into votes is a question which
remains to be answered.

see some form of compensation.”
For those who want to get involved, both Coddington and
Mixon encouraged students to
contact them at their covenant.
edu emails.
Another avenue for involvement
is a club that Coddington is excited to start: Covenant College Fire and Rescue. He hopes
to use this club as a way to get
more publicity for the volunteer opportunity. This includes
bringing in paramedics and
EMTs to speak and attending
Thursday night training at West
Brow, where volunteers practice
radio communication, patient
assessments, and more.
Hopefully, said Coddington, the
club will be on trial run next semester.

a desire to bring their neighbors
together at their very own One
Table.”

This year, Causeway decided
to change the title of the event
from One Table to Gratefull
Chattanooga, in order to open
the event to other cities looking
to use a similar concept without
running into copyright issues
on the name.

The event, whether known as
One Table or Gratefull, has been
a driving force for change in
the Chattanooga community.
Causeway writes on their website that in a survey taken after
One Table last year, 100 percent
of attendees reported having
conversed with someone they
had not known before attending.

In 2014, Causeway fed 700 people, in 2015 it fed 1,000, and
every year since, the event has
grown. As this event gains momentum, it has been recognized
with them.

ine, a biracial member.

“It’s a Hispanic neighborhood,
but he’s still a white pastor,”
Williams said.

“All of you guys need to stop
advocating for a minority
without asking them their
opinion,” Huffine said. “You
can’t advocate for someone if
you don’t ask them.”

Several members of the search
committee defended Storck’s
ability to lead the church in its
outreach in the community.
One of these was Laini Huff-

Meneghini (’19) said, “If we’re
going to be an institution that
aligns itself with the gospel, the
standards are fairly high. Christ
is calling us to be broken with
the broken, even if we don’t occupy that space. [...] That means
talking about it, that means
learning how to mourn together
and learning how to repent together.”

by other cities nationwide as a
powerful force for uniting diverse communities.

As Causeway writes on their
website, “After five years of
bringing together neighbors
from across social boundaries for a shared meal, we are
growing. One Table has already
been replicated in Huntsville,
Alabama, and Milan, Tennessee. Over the years we have had
many other cities reach out with

For almost a full hour before
the vote was cast on Sunday
evening, the floor was actively
open with discussion, allowing congregants to voice various questions and comments
about Storck. During this
time, the question of Storck’s
race and his inability to speak
Spanish fluently was a heavily
discussed and defended topic.

talks on the painful history of
the Presbyterian church. While
this topic was meaningful and
needed, that does not change the
fact that in a year plagued with
7,175 hate crime incidents in the
United States and a 17 percent
increase in anti-Semitic crimes
alone since 2016, according to
the FBI’s Uniform Crime Reporting Program, there has been
no response by the administration.

In reference to Huffine’s comments, Jones said, “Every Latino I know who has gone to
these meetings [with Storck]
and met him felt very cared
about and comfortable with
him and really liked him and
wanted him. And if you asked
them, you would know.”
Williams said that he hoped
Covenant students regularly
attending East Lake would see
the conversation surrounding

The motto of Gratefull is “Gather as friends, eat as family,” and
it is clear that Causeway intends
to keep promoting and pursuing
that mission in the continuation
of this tradition.
Storck as an encouragement
to get more involved.
“Why girls like Avenly and
so on are extraordinary is because they’re so involved in
everything that the church
does,” Williams said. “Those
are the kind of students you
want at East Lake.”
The impact on Covenant students and their involvement
at New City East Lake remains to be tangibly seen as
the church awaits their new
pastor’s arrival.
Storck will settle into his role
as pastor at East Lake early
next semester.
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forming our tradition in light
of Scripture (sola scriptura!).
Thankfully, God has given us
the Body of Christ with many
members from different ethnic and cultural backgrounds.
It is vitally important for our
tradition to listen to those
voices when they tell us we
are falling short in significant
ways.
In 1973, O. Palmer Robertson delivered an address to
the first General Assembly of
the PCA. In that address, he
affirmed that, “The Continuing [Presbyterian] Church
commits itself to ‘the faith’ as
it affects the totality of man’s
existence ... it searches out the
implications of Scripture for
the totality of human life.” We
believe that this commitment,
drawn from the genesis of the
PCA’s doctrinal foundations,
has significant implications
for the modern discussion of
race and ethnicity within the
church, and we call for interpretation of Mr. Tisby’s lectures in this light.
Biblical Justice and
Collective Repentance
Justice, as you have defined
it from Kevin DeYoung and
Greg Gilbert’s What is the
Mission of the Church?, is
“equal treatment under the
law.” While this is a component of justice as laid out in
the Scriptures, Christ takes us
a step further. His explicit call
to love our neighbor as ourselves, through our actions,
thoughts, attitudes, and judgments, is a call to live justly
(Matt 22:39). In Deuteronomy
10:18, “He executes justice for
the fatherless and the widow,
and loves the sojourner, giving him food and clothing.”
Doing justice, then, entails
action that goes beyond creating a fair legal playing field.
Feeding the hungry, clothing
the naked, ministering to the
sick, and welcoming strangers
are acts of mercy that must
be involved in the administration of justice (Matt 25:3539). By failing to welcome in
and pray alongside our black
brothers and sisters in Christ,
the North American church—
and more specifically, the
PCA—failed to enact justice.
We committed corporate sin
by failing to love our neighbors as ourselves.
In some evangelical circles,
talk of “corporate sin” is controversial. Properly understood, we don’t think it should
be. The Reformed theological
tradition contains robust support for the notions of corporate sin and repentance, beginning from the earliest pages of
Scripture. The Fall affected
the totality of human existence. With the sin of Adam
and Eve, all subsequent generations sinned as well; individual sin impacted and continues to impact the body of
Christ as a whole (WSC Q.16).
While the doctrines of the fall
and original sin are clearly a
special case, they suggest that
a corporate understanding of
sin is woven into the biblical
way of thinking. In the questions regarding the Lord’s
Prayer, the Westminster Larger Catechism notes that “we
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pray for ourselves and others”
for the remission of sin—such
prayers would include the sins
of people and their institutions from earlier generations
(WLC Q.194). Thus, there is
strong evidence throughout
all our doctrinal heritage for
collective, corporate sin and
repentance (along these lines,
see Sean Michael Lucas, For a
Continuing Church: The Roots
of the Presbyterian Church in
America [P&R, 2015]).
The 30th General Assembly in
2002 addressed the need for
the PCA to repent of racist elements of its past: “We therefore confess our involvement
in these sins. As a people,
both we and our fathers, have
failed to keep the commandments, the statutes, and the
laws God has commanded.
We therefore publically repent
of our pride, our complacency, and our complicity.” This
was followed in 2004 by an extensive Pastoral Letter, “The
Gospel and Race,” adopted by
the 32nd General Assembly.
The 44th General Assembly’s
2016 lament for the collective
sin of racism “does recognize,
confess, and condemn these
past and continuing racial
sins and failure to love brothers and sisters from minority
cultures in accordance with
what the Gospel requires; and
be it further resolved, that this
General Assembly praises and
recommits itself to the Gospel
task of racial reconciliation.”
We gather that this 2016 denominational decision was
contested at the time; nevertheless, through these formal
actions, the PCA has affirmed
collective responsibility for
racist sin, and for the PCA’s
past role in perpetuating injustice.
Individual repentance for
individual transgression is
called for throughout the Bible, but this is not the only
sort of repentance with biblical grounding. Throughout
the Bible, the entire people of
God are treated as an entity
that can be called to corporate repentance. All of Israel,
in Amos 5, is condemned for
their oppression of the poor
and for turning their backs on
the responsibility to carry out
justice. Ezra prayed as an individual for the collective and
historical sins of Israel (see
Ezra 9 and 10). The prophet
Jeremiah exhorts the Israelites
to repent of their own individual sins and the sins of their
ancestors (Jer 3:25; 14:20);
in Isaiah, the Lord chastises
the people for “both your iniquities and your fathers’ iniquities together” (Isa 65:7).
In a similar vein, we should
not forget Daniel’s heartfelt
prayer in Dan 9:1-19. In the
New Testament, as Stephen is
condemned in Acts 7, he traces the sins of the Jewish leaders all the way back to the sins
of Israelites who went before
them—the effects of collective
sin can span millennia. The
body of Christ today should
confess its collective failure
to bring justice to those oppressed through the sin of
racism.
An individualistic view of
salvation is devoid of the important contributions of kingdom and resurrection theology—cornerstones of the

Reformed tradition. The resurrected King Jesus, the righteous king who renders justice to the oppressed (Psalm
72), is reconciling all things
to himself (Col 1:19-20). This
redemption is cosmic. Christ
will stand as preeminent
Lord over all creation, with
the Church as the primary
instrument for the advancement of his Kingdom. The
Gospel’s power is far broader
than individual salvation—it’s
about renewing creation to be
the temple of God’s dwelling
that it was always meant to
be. Many lay believers forget
that much of the goodness we
take for granted in our governmental structures, marriage, education, medicine,
business, scholarship, and
the like, is directly related to
past Christians proclaiming
God’s kingdom far and wide.
Hospitals, for instance, are
the legacy of gospel-centered
Christian stewardship (e.g.,
see Charles Rosenberg, The
Care of Strangers: The Rise of
America’s Hospital System; and
for earlier Christian influence, see Gary Ferngren, Medicine and Healthcare in Early
Christianity). Wilberforce and
other evangelical abolitionists labored tirelessly to make
the English slave trade illegal.
American checks-and-balances style government had its
inspiration from the Presbyterian understanding of total
depravity. Literacy and liberal
democracies grow in a more
robust fashion in countries
around the world which received proselytizing Protestant missionaries (e.g., see the
Christianity Today article by
Andrea Palpant Dilley, “The
Surprising Discovery About
Those Colonialist, Proselytizing Missionaries”). The
renewal of the gospel is not
limited to personal salvation,
but extends into all creational
structures.
Equal Treatment in
Modern America
We have noted already that
much of the discussion within the PCA turns on how we
define justice. In your understanding, justice is “not about
equality of outcome, but
about equal treatment under
the law,” and you assert that in
America today, “people of all
races do receive equal treatment under the law.” Even accepting this definition of justice, modern “equality under
the law” is not a factually supportable claim. The racist attitudes of the past, which you
are right to decry, have cast a
long shadow. In his 1978 book
Micromotives and Macrobehavior, Nobel Prize-winning
economist Thomas Schelling
found that if a population has
been segregated, segregation
will continue unabated even
in the absence of discriminatory laws. Accomplished justice requires a new behavioral
impetus, not mere deletion of
the old.
Discriminatory structures are
still present in America today.
A brief perusal of national
headlines provides ample evidence, as does widespread
academic documentation and
research. As one example, in
May of 2018 the Vera Justice
Institute published an evidence brief titled “An Unjust
Burden,” which found statis-

tical evidence to support the
conclusion that past structural racism has placed minorities at a present disadvantage
in America. Even beyond this
source, we have little reason
to believe that implicitly racist attitudes have disappeared
from our country. Substantial
research has shown that mild
biases of individuals are capable of producing a broadly
unjust system—systems are
products of the sinful people who inhabit them, not
creations of neutral written
codes.
Your article assumes an individualistic, meritocratic interpretation of modern American social structures. This
attitude has never been broadly accepted outside of Western
cultural contexts. Research
indicates that white Americans have always been more
likely to believe in general social fairness than members of
any minority. This difference
in perception should alert us
that we may be missing important information which
is obvious to our nonwhite
brothers and sisters. Indeed
this is precisely what some
of our nonwhite brothers and
sisters are presently trying to
tell us.
In America today, mortgage
loan research indicates that
people with “black” sounding
names typically need to have
a credit score that is 71 points
higher just to receive the same
response rate as identically
situated whites. In emergency situations, whites call for
help if the victim is white
75% of time and only 38% of
the time if the victim is black.
White-sounding names get
job interviews at a 50% higher rate than ethnic-sounding
names even when the resumes
are comparable. Black people
are far more likely to be incarcerated than white people
charged with the same crimes.
Juries are more likely to find
blacks guilty, compared to
similar white offenders. 1
These are but a very, very few
undisputed facts, and they are
not representative of a fundamentally fair, fundamentally
post-racial system.
The Yoke of the World
and the Yoke of Christ
You object to the notion that
Christians ought to do penance for social ills they haven’t directly caused, or for implicit racism. Since we are free
from guilt and sin in Christ,
we shouldn’t feel obligated
to work out our repentance
through acts of social justice.
Calling such an obligation a
manmade yoke, you call us
to cast aside this burden and
instead take up the easy yoke
of Christ. We wholeheartedly
agree with the picture of grace
1 For our sources, see Jillian Olinger
and Kelly Capatosto, “Chipping
Away at Implicit Bias,” Aug 23, 2017,
available at: http://kirwaninstitute.
osu.edu/chipping-away-at-implicit-bias/; Jonathan Kunstman and
Ashby Plant, “Racing to Help: Racial
Bias in High Emergency Helping
Situations,” Journal of Personality
and Social Psychology 96.6 (2008):
1499-1510; Marianne Bertrand and
Sendhil Mullainathan, “Are Emily
and Greg More Employable than
Lakisha and Jamal? A Field Experiment on Labor Market Discrimination,” American Economic Review 94
(2004): 991-1113.

presented by your argument
and join you in gratefulness
for Christ’s lifting of every
heavy burden.
Nonetheless, we believe that
the notion of “Christ’s yoke”
does imply action. To assume
that there are not difficult
tasks involved in the Christian life verges on cheap grace.
While it is true that we are
saved by grace through faith,
not by works (Eph 2:8-9), the
apostle Paul goes on to say in
the very next verse, “For we
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared
beforehand, that we should
walk in them.” Jesus Himself
specifically says that he will
commend us or condemn us
at the Judgment based on our
works (Matt 25:31-46). As you
said at the end of your article,
“living under Christ’s yoke includes the call to strive, as best
as you can, to extend comfort
to those who are distressed,
to defend those who are vulnerable, and to further the
outward estate of others.” Our
motivation is not penance; it’s
to follow God’s call to be doers and not merely hearers of
the Word (James 1:27).
Although your article claims
that Mr. Tisby wants to make
Christians feel guilty, at the
end of his final lecture, Tisby also affirmed the danger
of guilt. He distinguished a
self-centered guilt from what
he calls “Godly grief.” The former seeks resolution so that
the sufferer may feel better
about his or her own character; instead Godly grief appropriately recognizes injustice
against our brothers and sisters and seeks resolution, not
out of a desire for catharsis, but
out of a desire to comfort the
hurting. To ignore such feelings of sorrow would be a sin
of omission (James 4:17). You
also rightly condemn a wide
range of racist attitudes, but
fail to acknowledge that not
actively opposing racial injustice allows an unjust system to
persist. If we are to comfort
the hurting and champion the
vulnerable, then we are necessarily at odds with any systemic problems that put them
in that position.
Conclusion
We write to you neither as
apologists for Jemar Tisby,
nor as enemies of your view.
Instead, we wish to encourage you to consider the broad
doctrinal and social evidence
for the necessity of a justice-oriented Church. We proclaim this stance from within
the doctrinal standards and
confessional commitments of
the PCA itself. We share your
conviction that Jesus frees us
from the burden of guilt and
every burden imposed upon
us by the world. At the same
time, we are excited to be the
sweet aroma of Christ in all
places and to all people. Jesus frees us from paralyzing
guilt to something far better,
something that is much closer to what Reformation Day is
all about: to love the Lord our
God with all our heart, soul,
and mind, and to love our
neighbors as ourselves.
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SCOTS BASKETBALL
PREVIEW
by Nate Plating
You’ve heard the creak of the
hardwood, the bounce of the
ball, and the swishing of the
net, so you surely know what
time of year is upon us—that’s
right, it’s basketball season.
With new faces on both the
men’s and women’s teams, it’s
bound to be a good one.
With second year head coach
Neil Young at the helm, the
men’s team got their season
underway with an exhibition
game against Trevecca Nazarene, ending in a loss. Even
though the team may not have
gotten the results they wanted,
they hung with a solid team
and three players put up double digits in the scoring column.
They followed their exhibition
loss with an overtime thriller
in Birmingham versus Birmingham Southern. The Scots
would eventually fall 103-98,
but not without putting up

a fight. James Mitchell (‘20),
Bailey Spragg (‘19), and Will
Crumly (‘21) would all put up
over 20 points, with Crumly
going off for 26 points and 12
rebounds on 9-16 shooting in
26 minutes off the bench.
One game into their season,
the Scots hosted Centre in
Barnes Gymnasium. They
would fall 66-69 in another
thriller. Bailey Spragg contributed 20 points, missing only
one shot and going for 8-9
from the field. Crumly again
put up solid numbers, scoring
19 points on 8-12 shooting.
Even though the season began
with 0-2 record, the Scots have
shown that they can compete
to the end, and will look to
hopefully convert some close
end-of-game situations into
wins in games to come.
The women’s team, under first
year head coach Skylar Bareford, has also kicked off their
season with the two day Lee’s
Famous
Chicken/Hampton

THE GOOD, THE BAD,
AND THE PETTY
by Will Kirkpatrick

The Good
L
e
b
r
r
rooooooooooooooooonnnn
James. The greatest player on
the planet showed the world
how good he can be by putting together one of the most
impressive single performances on a basketball court in
recent memory. On the eighteenth night of November the

G.O.A.T. returned to Miami
where he had yet to seize a victory since he left the Heat four
years ago. That would change
very soon. Lebron piled it on
against his former team, dropping a whopping 51 points on
a very impressive 19-31 shooting clip, while also sinking six
three-pointers and one incredible statue of liberty dunk. Josh
Richardson, a shooting guard
for the Heat, was also eject-

photo by Nina Grauley/Covenant Sports Information

Inn Classic in Kentucky. They
came away from the weekend
with two losses, one to Thomas
Moore and one to Centre.
Taylor Robinson (‘19) carried
the scoring load versus Thomas Moore, putting up 17 points.
Margo Koby (‘20) also helped
the team by contributing 10
rebounds. The Scots would go
on to lose 47-89. Against Cen-

ed from this game for throwing his shoe into the stands,
so that’s pretty great. Lebron
again and again shows off his
transcendent talents on the
hardwood, and now, in his
16th season in the NBA, he
has yet to show any signs of
slowing down. It’s going to be
awesome to watch him lose to
the Nuggets in the first round
this year.
Cardiac Kemba, in a losing effort to the Philadelphia 76ers,
was dropping buckets all
night. He scored 60 points on
61 percent shooting; the man
was certifiably in his BAG.
Stepbacks, crossovers, and
12-6 floaters all over Joel Embiid’s head. He had it all that
night and it was a shame they
couldn’t collect the ‘W’ to really make it a night to remember. Recently acquired 76er
Jimmy Buckets Butler blocked
potential game-winning layup
by Kemba and then proceeded
to hit the game winning three
over former Florida State Seminole Dwayne Bacon in overtime to really drive the dagger through Kemba’s breaking
heart. Operation “Save Kemba” truly began that night. Get
that man to Los Angeles.
The Bad
The Cleveland Cavaliers are
awful. It’s almost like losing
Lebron James in free agency is
going to absolutely destroy this
team. They rely solely on Jordan Clarkson and rookie Collin Sexton for offense and have
no semblance of any defensive
identity. They also recently
fired their coach, Tyronn Lue,
due to their miserable 2-12

tre, Joanna Smith (‘19) put up
13 points and Kaley Hallmark
(’19) added another 12 points,
with Robinson chipping in 6
assists. It just was not enough
though as the Scots lost again,
this time 52-70.
Basketball season is still young,
and it is shaping up to be an
exciting one. There are still
many unanswered questions,

start to the season. Lue was replaced by Larry Drew on an interim basis. They tout the 27th
worst offense and the 19th
worst defense in the league,
which really emphasizes how
impressive it is that Lebron
single handedly dragged this
team to the finals last year. JR
Smith, the human Hennessy
Bottle, even requested a trade.
If JR wants out, something is
profoundly wrong with the
team.
The Wizards are also still terrible, so terrible that the front
office has openly been shopping the team’s two stars, John
Wall and Bradley Beal, on the
trade market. Wall is an allstar caliber point guard with
lightning speed and immaculate passing vision. He would
be a great fit next to another
high quality star (please trade
him to the Pelicans—Anthony Davis and John Wall would
be amazing). Bradley Beal is a
top five shooting guard in the
association and would also be
great next to another star, or
an up-and-coming guy (like
Luka Doncic, or on the Raptors if they could somehow flip
him for Valanciunas or Ibaka
in some sort of package deal).
The Petty
Here we go: Three years ago
Kevin Durant, in a shocking
free agency decision, joined the
Golden State Warriors, who in
the prior season had broken
the NBA record for wins in a
season with 73, shaking the
NBA to its core. That partnership might be coming to an
end soon, all because of Draymond Green and his eternal

such as will Neil McCarthy
(‘19) receive the varsity callup that many believe he has so
long deserved, or what drove
Amos Corbett (‘20) to retire
from the JV basketball team in
the midst of such a promising
career? Hopefully these questions, and many more, will be
answered this season.

petty flame that burns inside
his soul. The Warriors had a
chance to win the game against
the Los Angeles Clippers after
Draymond pulled down a defensive rebound with just seconds left on the clock. Instead
of passing the ball to all-time
great scorer Kevin Durant,
Draymond, out of his pettiness, sprinted down the court
to try to score without KD. Of
course this ended poorly because Draymond should never
sprint down the court with the
ball with 5 seconds left. That is
just not his skillset. However,
it is KD’s, and Draymond certainly should have passed him
the ball.
Draymond tripped and fell
during this sprint down the
court, flinging the ball out of
bounds as time expired. In a
heated argument on the sideline after this incident as the
game was heading to overtime,
Draymond and KD exchanged
pleasantries. Draymond reportedly said this to KD: “We
don’t need you b****. We won
without you, leave.” This is of
course referencing the singular
title the Warriors won in 2015
before Kevin Durant came to
the team, and also Kevin Durant’s impending free agency
in the summer after this season. KD was visually upset and
if you can read lips well, as he
was walking away from the
huddle, you can see him say:
“G**D****! That’s why I’m out.”
These are tough times in Golden State, but I think I speak for
the rest of the NBA when I say
this: stay petty Draymond.
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DR. WEICHBRODT’S “LOOKING
JUSTLY: PHOTOGRAPHY, RACE,
AND GENDER”
by Eden Anyabwile and
Andie Krispin
For the past few years, the
Camp House, a coffee shop
and venue in downtown Chattanooga, has been hosting Theology on Tap, a monthly series
which hosts Christian thinkers from all over the country.
These thinkers range from pastors to authors to Covenant’s
own Dr. Elissa Weichbrodt.
On November 1, people gathered at the Camp House to hear
Weichbrodt speak at 6:30 p.m.
Her talk was entitled “Looking Justly: Photography, Race,

and Gender.” It focused on the
ways that images, whether we
realize it or not, are always in
conversation with each other; a fact that is paramount in
understanding the ways that
images shape visual culture
and our own personal image
archives. Consequently, images can act as both blinders and
eye-openers to injustice and
the Fall.
Dr. Weichbrodt began by
chronicling the ways that photography as an artistic medium
has been used to shape images
of race and prove white superiority over minorities, partic-

ularly in the United States. She
discussed the conception we
often have of photography as
objective truth—we put trust
in photos that we don’t put in
other images because we don’t
think of photos as “made” images in the same way as other
media; in our minds, photography often stands out as a
means of documentation instead of a curated reality.
Therefore, photography has often been used to further define
our preconceived notions of
what reality should be. It reinforces cultural expectations for
both femininity and masculinity. After introducing these
cultural expectations, Dr. Weichbrodt began to unpack what
Biblical expectations for femininity and masculinity are.
She argued that what the Bible

photo by Anna Beth Corson

ABIGAIL SORROW’S DEBUT
BOOK: “FULL”
by Marie Bowen
Abigail Sorrow (’21), a current
English major at Covenant, intends to release her self-published book “Full” on Sunday,
December 2 on Amazon.
I sat with Sorrow in her cozy,
dimly lit room as she sipped
coffee to talk about her book.
Behind her, the crystal blue
mountains peaked in the distance from her dorm room on
Fourth North in Carter.
Sorrow began explaining to
me how writing has been an
outlet for her when dealing
with hardships in her life and
throughout her struggle with
depression and anxiety.
“Writing is something that has
been very therapeutic for me,”
Sorrow said, “so it has been
something I have always loved
doing.”
But she had not considered
ever publishing her work or
having writing become her
career until she was in high
school. This book is the begin-

ning of many writing projects
Sorrow hopes to tackle in the
future.
Sorrow explained to me that
she began “Full” during her
senior year of high school after going through a struggle
where she did not fully lean
on and find her identity in the
Lord.
“It’s about seeking fullness in
Christ, which is something I
hadn’t been doing for a long
time,” Sorrow explained.
During the fall of her senior
year of high school, Sorrow
read the book of Ecclesiastes,
which she described as being
one of the first books of the
Bible she has sat down to read
and really understood. This
book became one of the key
influences for her own writing.
She felt as if she was in a really
good place spiritually and was
growing in her relationship
with the Lord.
A few months later, she started
dating a guy she had recently
met. She became convicted be-

defines as good womanhood or
manhood differs greatly from
what our culture says is good
womanhood or manhood.
Likewise, Dr. Weichbrodt discussed how Biblical notions
of “race” really center around
the human race, and not any
specific race as we think of it
today on earth. Heaven doesn’t
focus on black and white, but
instead includes diversity and
doesn’t seek to segregate.
Next, she went on to talk about
the 1957 Johnny Jenkins photograph of the integration
of Little Rock Central High
School and how it changed
perceptions of the black body,
specifically the black female
body. Elizabeth Eckford clearly
best occupied the space in our
visual archive for the dignified
body: she stood with straight
posture, contained arms, and
the kind of poised-but-stoic
facial expression that all upstanding young women should
have. The only exception was
that Elizabeth Eckford was
black. However, by being this
kind of image, she created a
new space in our archive for
the black body—instead of the
hypersexualized black woman,
Elizabeth Eckford became the
dignified black body in pain.
Dr. Weichbrodt concluded by
explaining that as Christians,
we are called to recognize the
dignity of others. Doing this
means examining our own
personal visual archives—the
things that make up our implicit biases and tell us what to
believe—and perhaps becoming more aware of the things
that we may (or may not) be
including in our archives, and
how they affect our view of the
world around us.

TABLE
MANNERS
by Ellie Brown
The body is made to heal itself
when part of it is wounded,
just as
the church is made to stay,
abiding
when one of its members
begins to fall.
As members of the body of
Christ
walk past in order to partake,
I realize I have a front row seat
to the tangible gospel of flesh
and blood.

All who profess that Jesus is
Lord
come to this table to be renewed.
A bodily action that feeds our
souls,
the family one because of
suffering.
My heart within me swells; for
the love
I would not have seen if not
for pain.
These hearts, these hands,
they all have served.
The body healing, inside, and
out.

cause she had begun to idolize
this relationship, putting him
in the place of God.
“The January of my senior
year I ended things and that
is probably the saddest I have
ever been, because [that relationship] was something I had
sought fullness in,” Sorrow
said. “So, after that, the Lord
was drawing me, like almost
pushing me to himself. Instead
of sitting there and wallowing
in sadness, I wanted to study
the Bible and see what he wanted me to get out of this. He put
a lot of wisdom in my path.”
Sorrow described that seeing
the contrast of both her season
of intimacy with the Lord and
the period of placing something else in God’s place led
her to write. This helped her
wrestle through some of the
lessons the Lord was teaching
her during this significant time
of her life. Sorrow explained
that through telling her own
story of learning to trust the
Lord, this book seeks to encourage others to find fullness
in Christ as well.
Towards the end of her high
school career, Sorrow took a
break from her writing in the
midst of graduation and tran-

photo by Robin Sorrow

sitioning. She picked up writing again last fall, even during
her freshman chemistry class.
She realized again how much
she enjoyed writing and that
she has experienced struggles
she believes other people can
relate to.
“All of the hard work that I
have put in refining my writing
skills and all the work the Lord
has done in my life I guess is
coming to fruition,” Sorrow
said. “Being able to put it all
together and seeing the finished product that will be able

to help people, hopefully, or
even just tell people that they
are not alone makes me really
excited.”
Sorrow already has found joy
in rereading this testament to
God’s faithfulness to her as she
goes back to proofread and finish this book before it is available on Amazon in December.
Writing and reading her own
work has encouraged her to
pursue God wholeheartedly,
and Sorrow hopes that this
book will encourage others to
do the same.
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THREADS: LUCY GREEN
by Hallie Blair Quatro
After a bit of a break, Covenant’s first fashion column is
back. November and colder
weather are officially here, and
you can finally pull out all your
oversized sweaters and beanies.
So, what’s trending with the
ladies right now? The November uniform seems to be mid-

calf boots, fuzzy sweaters, and
giant consuming scarves. For
the men of Covenant, the flannels are making an appearance
as well as some (quite daringly) brightly-colored beanies.
Across the board, denim jackets (vintage or store-bought?)
have been dominating the
style trends.
This month’s spotlight is junior
Lucy Green, well-known on
campus for her amazing pants
and unique style. I first asked

her how she generally puts her
outfits together in the morning
(everyone starts with one piece
of the outfit), and for Green it’s
always the pants.
“I’m really particular about
the pants I wear...they should
be super comfortable,” Green
said. When it comes to her
personal fashion, Green has a
unique story behind the evolution of her style.

“In middle and high school,
fashion was a really big deal
to me. I had a lot of identity issues… I wore a lot of extreme things for the purpose of
standing out.”
Where is she today at Covenant? Green explained that she
is “learning to wear what [she]
love[s]..even if it’s not a statement piece, or crazy.”
Green also talked about how
she grew up thrifting with her

family. “It’s super affordable,
you can be responsible, and
economic with your money.”
According to her, it’s “reclaiming the integrity of clothing.”
And where does Green get
her daily fashion inspiration
from? She gave a list of people
including Alice Aedy, fashion
editors Haley Nahman and
Lisa Prang, and our very own
Dr. Elissa Weichbrodt.
So what advice does Green
have for you, fellow Covenant
students? Coming out of her
own struggles with fashion,
Green stated that the “most
important part is feeling comfortable in your own skin...
whether that’s being wacky,
or using fashion guidelines to
your own advantage.” She also
emphasized the power and importance of style. “Fashion is a
set of principles, and physical
clothing is there to empower
you, and help you to pursue
what you want to pursue more
fully.”
For Green, fashion can be a
part of your identity which can
actually even point more to
Christ. “Ultimately, your confidence is going to come from
who you are in Christ, but
don’t be afraid to let fashion be
a part of this.”
photos by Eden Anyabwile

BOHEMIAN RHAPSODY
by Ellie Hitchcock
“Bohemian Rhapsody” is a
recently released drama following one of Britain’s most
celebrated musical exports in
the world: the band, Queen.
Directed by Bryan Singer, the
film follows the band’s rise to
fame and celebrates the intense
influence that they have forever left in the world of Rock and
Roll during the 1970-80s.
The film does an accurate job
of capturing the charisma and
passion of the band as a whole,
though some of the facts may
be fictional.
The movie stars Rami Malek,
who plays Queen’s leading
man Freddie Mercury. Malek
successfully depicts Freddie in
a way that remains true to his
confident and electrifying persona that he was so famously
known for, with his performance being one of the biggest
highlights of the film. Malek
also brings out the lead singer’s
complicated personality, accurately depicting him and his
struggles through the growth
of the band.
The movie begins with a brief
look at Mercury’s life before
the band came together, giving viewers a deeper look into
his personal struggles and the
darkness he faced throughout
his life. It shows the personal
demons he experienced as he
tries navigating confusing feel-

ings and health issues, including his AIDS diagnosis.
The movie begins with a brief
overview of Mercury’s life
until it starts focusing on the
band and their growth as a
group. This is where the film
really deepens and is able to
give the viewers an incredible experience by showing the
thrilling details on how some
of the bands songs were created, and how they grew as a
group to become one of the
biggest Rock and Roll bands of
all time.
The movie follows the rise of
some of Queen’s most iconic and beloved songs, such as
“We Will Rock You”, “Another One Bites the Dust”, and of
course “Bohemian Rhapsody”.
However, the film as a whole
definitely has an underlying
darkness due to the heavy content and Mercury’s personal
struggles in and out of the
band. Yet the joy that Mercury
feels as part of Queen always
tends to show through whenever the band plays a song and
the music blares. The pain he
carries with him is virtually
erased once they perform one
of their songs or when they are
in the process of making their
music.
As a whole, the performances
of the actors in this film are
among the biggest highlights,
for each one is riveting and really makes the movie. Gwilym

Lee was cast to play Brian May,
doing a fantastic job accurately depicting the soft-spoken
guitarist of the group. Working alongside him actor Ben
Hardy was put in the role of
Roger Taylor, Queens’ drummer known for his brash and
forthright personality. Joe
Mazzello was cast as the final
member of the band, the bass
player John Deacon who they
all would have described as the
quiet “sensible” one of the four
of them. Each of these actors
within their separate roles as
the individuals of Queen did
quite a good job in accurately
nailing down each characters
personality as they worked

alongside Rami Malek as the
star of the film. Lucy Boynton
was also cast as a supporting
actress for her role as Mary
Austin, a previous lover and
life-long friend of Freddie
Mercury.
The film ends with Queen
playing their Live Aid performance at Wembley Stadium,
and although the movie is full
of teasers of them playing their
music, prior to this last scene,
viewers are never actually able
to get the full experience of the
band. But this performance—
which has already gone down
in history—is re-created to
stun, and does just that. The

madness and energy of the
band overall that shows itself
off and on through the movie really explodes during the
Live Aid performance, giving
an electrifying experience that
makes you as the viewer feel
as if you are one in the crowd,
gazing up at Freddie Mercury owning the stage with his
powerful performance skills
and riveting vocals. Even with
some of the darker realities
and struggles that the movie
depicts within Freddie Mercury’s life, the film is sure to
please any lover of Queen and
leave them dying for more.
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PRESCRIPTION DRUG ADS: OUT OF
CONTROL, OUT OF OUR MINDS
by Kaity Shelley
On an average evening in my
family’s abode, my family and I
turn our attention to the comedy series airing and amongst
our laughs comes the ceaseless
string of direct-to-consumer
(DTC) prescription drug ads.
Brightly colored environments
with smiling patients promote
treatment as if the pills can fix
everyone’s ailments, and we
all buy into it. Large pharmaceutical companies want the
American public to relate to
their advertisements, so that
we then ask our doctors about
the drugs by name; therefore,
this has resulted in skyrocket-

ing medicinal use in America
and can be considered a factor
contributing to the overmedicating trend plaguing our
country.
It is time to listen to our doctors instead of the actors on
television, because often times
these ads are misleading. The
writers behind World of DTC
Marketing performed a survey of medical professionals
about their perspectives on the
surge of prescription drug advertising, and the results were
illuminating. 53 percent of the
physicians in the survey think
that the advertising should be
“scaled back” from its contem-

DOES GOD STILL WORK
MIRACLES?
by Cade Horton
One week before I left for
Covenant College in 2018, my
grandfather told me that he
had a lump in his throat that
had been causing him pain for
two years. The pain had become so severe that he could
barely speak above a whisper
and had to stop teaching classes at church. After I heard this,
I gathered my family around to
pray. I said, “Be healed in the
name of Jesus! God, I thank
you in advance for his healing.”
On the way home that night,
for the first time in two years,
he felt no pain.
I told this to one of my hall-

mates, Nathan Dollan, who
later told me that he did not
believe my story at first. He had
been taught all of his life, like
many Protestants, that God no
longer works miracles. He had
to see it first-hand to believe
that it was real. During prayer
and praise on our hall, one of
our hallmates requested prayer
for his mom who had recently had a kidney transplant.
The complication was that her
medical test results were not
what they needed to be. When
the time came to pray, I said
the same prayer I said when I
was praying for my grandfather to be healed, “Be healed
in the name of Jesus! God, I
thank you in advance for her

CLASSIFIEDS
If you’re interested in becoming a member of The Bagpipe staff next semester, email
bagpipe@covenant.edu
for
more information.

Mountaintop Maids is looking
to hire students to clean houses
on and around the mountain.
$14/hour. If interested, call
Tera Davidson @ 706-9362292.

porary amount, and 18 percent
believe that it should be eliminated altogether. According to
the Journal of General Internal
Medicine, “up to six out of ten
claims” in DTC prescription
advertising leave out “important information, provide opinions, and include exaggerated
information,” so we do not
know any better than to take
advertisements at face value.
We trust the FDA to regulate
these ads, but it has not done
anything about the soaring
amount of misleading ads
since the guidelines were revisited in the late 1990s. The
FDA decided to, as the Journal
of Public Policy and Marketing would say, “reinterpret”
the regulations and put forth
three miniscule rules that protect us: “present a fair balance
between information about
effectiveness and information
about risk, include a ‘major
statement’ conveying all of
the product’s most important risk information in consumer-friendly language, and
communicate all information
relevant to the product’s indication (including limitations
to use) in consumer-friendly
language.” What is “consumer-friendly language?” I do not
know, and according to the au-

healing.” The next week, her
test results were perfect. After
this happened, Nathan told me
that when he heard about her
healing he thought, “Oh my
goodness, this stuff still happens.”
I could tell you countless stories just like these; stage four
pancreatic cancer being healed
completely, legs growing out,
and even people being raised
from the dead. Although I
could go on, in this essay I
would like to show you in
scripture that God still works
miracles and that he has given
us power to work them.
John 14:26 says, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, whoever believes in
me will also do the works that
I do; and greater works than
these will he do…” I would like
to take you through this verse
step by step.
First of all, Jesus says that
“whoever” believes in him will
do His works. This is not just
the apostles, but anyone who
calls on the name of the Lord.
Second, Jesus says that we will
do the same works that He did.
Jesus went about healing the
sick, casting out demons, causing the lame to walk, giving the
blind sight, opening ears of the
deaf, and raising the dead. This
scripture tells us that we are to
do the same works that Jesus
did!
Third, we will do greater works

thor of “Direct-to-Consumer
Pharmaceutical Advertising:
Therapeutic or Toxic?” almost
all DTC drug ads include language that is above an eighth
grade reading level, which
means that a high percentage
of Americans do not fully understand the ads.
With the misconceptions
flooding our television commercial breaks, there is also
the concern with encouraging medicalized treatment for
conditions that are considered
to be normal. There are countless advertisements for aging
men who are experiencing
lower levels of testosterone,
but that is just the natural aging process. The International
Business Times calls out the
manufacturers of these testosterone enhancing medications, and rightfully calls
them remedies for a “made up
disease,” and they also illustrate the class action lawsuit
that many users of AndroGel
filed, because many patients
experienced life threatening
health problems such as heart
attacks and strokes. This trend
of requesting prescriptions for
normal conditions has been
continuously alarming doctors
as their patients flood their offices with requests for unnecessary drugs.
As patients hassle their doctors
for unneeded medicine, the
costs for all of these prescribed
drugs causes health care costs

than Jesus! That one is really difficult to wrap our minds
around. You might wonder
“How will we do greater works
than Jesus? I mean, He’s God!”,
but when you say that, you are
actually answering your own
question. Jesus is God, therefore, everything He says is true
and will happen, so we should
believe Him when He says,
“greater works than these will
he do.”
I would like to end this article
with a concept that all believers need to understand: with
the name of Jesus we have all
the authority that He has. This
doesn’t mean that we have any
authority of our own. In fact,
on our own we are nothing,
but since we have received
Jesus and the power of the
Holy Spirit we have become
ambassadors of Christ. We
have authority by bearing His
name “... as He is, so are we in
this world.” (I John 4:17). Jesus tells His disciples “Look, I
have given you authority over
all the power of the enemy”
(John 10:19). Jesus gives us
authority over all the power
of the enemy. At that time, the
Holy Spirit had not even come
yet. How much more power
do those who have received
the Holy Spirit have? As you
contemplate this, I’d encourage you to look at these verses:
Mark 9:23, Mark 11:24, Matthew 17:20, James 5:14-15, and
Luke 10:9.

to climb. According to Science
Daily, medical professionals
report that they feel pressured
to prescribe their patients the
brand name drugs they request rather than the generic
versions that cost much less,
because they want their patients to feel happy and important. The article also goes
on to inform that these brand
name drugs advertised on television can be anywhere from
“30% to 80% more expensive
than their generic substitutes.”
Doctors are not oblivious to
what these ads are doing to the
costs of healthcare as 73 percent acknowledge that health
care costs have risen since the
drug industry has boomed,
which means that less people
will be able to afford health
care with the costs continuing
to explode.
We have the ability to reduce
the impact that these advertisements have on our lives.
We can listen to our doctors
instead of drug companies and
not expect brand-name medicines to be a cure-all for every
problem. It is time to scrutinize drug advertisements for
what they really are: ways to
get into our wallets. Contact
your congressman for new
DTC advertisement regulations, so we do not become a
country controlled by pills and
their puppet masters.
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IS COVENANT COLLEGE A
HEALTHY DEMOCRACY?
by Ian Banks
Election season both at Covenant and across the country
has come and gone, along with
the important opportunity to
take up the mantle of service
by voting and running in this
election cycle. Thanks to the
enterprising activity of our
current Student Senate, I was
able to vote absentee via an
online ballot and still participate in my lovely democracy
on Lookout Mountain, even
as I study abroad in England.
However, I was startled to see
the continuation of a disturbing trend in Covenant elections.
Since my first senate election
cycle in fall of 2016, there has
always been at least one major

Senate position which was uncontested. This came to a head
in the most recent election cycle, when four major Senate
positions were uncontested:
Student Body President, Vice
President, CAB Director, and
Communications
Director.
Before I go any further, I want
to make it abundantly clear
that I am very pleased with
the capabilities of the men and
women who ran for these positions. I just want to ask a simple question: Why were there
so few of them?
Of course there are many answers that would all make
some sense. Covenant students
are very busy and rarely have
time to add another extracurricular to their schedules. It
might be that the barrier of

getting the requisite signatures
is just too high. The most reassuring answer would be that
we have such confidence in the
students running that there is
no need to contest the election.
I want this to be the case, and I
think it could be, but this is not
a complete answer.
But I do not think that these
fully explain why students aren’t running for Senate. I believe that these uncontested
elections indicate an unhealthy
streak in the center of our little democracy on a mountain.
While contested elections are
by no means the sole indicator
of a healthy democracy, they
are integral to creating an environment which produces the
best society with the best leaders.
Contested elections show that
people who are not in office
have a vision for a better future, a future that they want
to create. They show that the
citizens (or students) want to
have a part in what happens to
themselves and their community. They show that the people
believe that government can
be effective. Ultimately, contested elections demonstrate
that a populus believes in its
government and in their role
in that government.
At a minimum, uncontest-

THE CHRISTIAN PARTY
IN AMERICA?
by Sarah Dreher
As Christians, we are supposed to find our identity in
Christ above all else. Above
jobs, above social status, above
wealth, above family, above nationality, and especially above
political party.
But wait… This often isn’t what
we see, is it?
Maybe, like me, you have met
some of the social-justice-warrior Christians who seem to
blur the lines between their
faith and their left-leaning
political views. Maybe you
have noticed, as has Pew Research Center, that 81 percent
of white Evangelicals voted for
Trump in 2016. Maybe you
have heard the unsettling comments that seamlessly blend
faith in Christ with support of
a particular political party.
We as Christians are bad at remembering that Christ is our
identity. We stray so far so fast,
putting our identities in material things. And in America,
we especially love to put our
identity in our politics.
It starts when we choose a party to identify with. If we love
traditional views, nationalism,
and the idea of security, we
may side with the Republican

party. If we love progressive
ideals and an emphasis on inclusiveness, we may side with
the Democratic party.

one of these parties, we take on
everything that party has done
well, but we also identify with
every mistake they have made.
God offers us a solution that
shines with a hope that political parties can never provide.
With Him, we do not have to
pledge our allegiance to temporal groups that are lead by
sinners and full of shameful
sin. We do not have to pick either Democrat or Republican.

And at this point, our identity
is wrapped up in the party of
our choice, so we feel that we
must defend it against all re- After all, the Bible does not
specifically call us to be Rebukes.
publican or Democrat. Nor
We think of all the reasons that does it speak directly on issues
our side must be the “right” like border control, healthside. The side that God would care, economic system, or the
choose. The side that other regulation of guns and drugs.
good Christians must choose. On these issues, Christians are
Our side is right because it called to carefully reflect on
emphasizes tolerance and love.
Or, our side is right because it
emphasizes freedom and work
ethic. We imagine that God is
up in heaven rooting for our
party just as we are.
And the other side, of course,
becomes the enemy. Everything they do is wrong. They
spread lies, they sow hate,
they encourage violence. Both
sides have accused each other
of these crimes, interestingly
enough.
But the world is not a simplistic division between the “good
guys” and the “bad guys”. In
reality, both of the political
parties in America have good
qualities as well as bad.
When we put our identity in

ed elections show ignorance
about the ability to run or the
responsibilities of a government. They show that there
are only a few who want to try
to take on the responsibilities,
challenges, and risks of serving in a meaningful way. They
show that the people do not
really believe that the government can carry out meaningful
change. Uncontested elections
indicate a lack of trust in and
a disillusionment with a core
institution of the community.
So, considering the series of
uncontested elections in the
past few years, I want to ask
Covenant—the students, Senate, faculty, and administration—to consider what these
uncontested elections might
reveal about Covenant. Are we
all so busy that we don’t have
time to serve in this capacity?
Do we just lack the motivation
or ambition to pursue influential roles? Do we distrust our
Senate’s efficacy? Do we just
think that Senate is too mysterious and beyond us regular
students?
I desperately love my community at Covenant and my
time away has reminded me
of that regularly. My absence
has also given me a picture of
a world in which Covenant
can’t just stay a lonely bubble
on a hill. We need to send out

His word. We have the freedom to develop a wise, scripture-based opinion on how we
think our government should
address issues such as these.
Instead of choosing a party
first, and then using scripture to justify our decision,
what if we switched that order around? What if we first
looked at scripture? What if
we did not elevate to moral imperative our personal opinions
of how the country should be
run—our personal preferences in economics, social justice,
and politicians’ personalities?
This is so freeing. Our decision is no longer bound to one
party. Now we are free to vote
for whoever is following God’s
laws the closest. One election

THE
VERDICT
YES,
to Carter Hall not
burning down.
NO,
to thinking Carter Hall
was going to burn down.

our light, to strengthen that
light, and to push one another and our community to be
better every day. This means
trying new things like running
for Senate or getting to know
your senator, or writing to the
Board of Trustees, or learning
who your representative is at
the General Assembly of the
PCA, or maybe just figuring
out what it means to serve in
other ways more suited to your
own talents. In whatever way
we serve, it is essential that we
in some way help take up the
mantle of service laid down by
generations of students, faculty, and staff who have helped
build this beautiful college.

season, this may be a Democrat. And next time, a Republican. After that, it may be an
Independent candidate.
It is certainly harder to align
ourselves with God. It requires
deep thought, careful consideration, and intentional dedication. When we follow what
Scripture says above all else,
we no longer have the leisure
of blindly following a political
party. We have to work. We
have to wrestle through each
issue. We have to learn about
each candidate.
But in the end, this approach
to politics is so much more
hopeful. When we side with
God above all else, we do not
have to tie ourselves down to a
fallen party.

