THE BAGPIPE
MONDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2018
Faith and History

Faculty members and history
majors presented papers in history
conference at Calvin College
Page 2

14049 SCENIC HIGHWAY, LOOKOUT MOUNTAIN, GA 30750
David Blevins

Sky News correspondent speaks
on the conflicts in Ireland and the
European Union
Page 3

Three-Point Line

The NBA considers incorporating
a new challenge to the game to
keep fans interested
Page 4

VOLUME 66.6

“A Star is Born”

Lady Gaga and Bradley Cooper
star in the successful remake of the
classic 1930s film
Page 5

Uni-ball Signo DX 0.38

Farewell to notetaking as you
know it
Page 7

AUSCHWITZ
SURVIVOR EVA
SCHLOSS TELLS
HER STORY
by Marie Bowen

photo by Anna Beth Corson

DOES CHARTWELLS CHART WELL?
by Mallory Harmon
Chartwells’ corporate office
is asking student opinion.
A rating system has been
placed near the door of the
Great Hall consisting of a
panel of smiley face buttons
headed by questions concerning food and service.
The happy faces on the
panel are meant to gauge
high or moderate satisfaction, whereas the frowny
faces indicate discontent.
The system was put there
two weeks before term

started this year and will
remain for the foreseeable
future. If students aren’t
involved in the well-loved
sport of seeing how many
frowny faces they can press
as they pass by, they may
pause to ask themselves:
“How much of a voice do
we actually have?”
When asked how it feels
to have students rank their
service and food right in
front of them at every meal,
many Chartwells greeters
said that they were un-

affected emotionally and
practically by the student
evaluations.
Kurt Peper, the assistant director of Chartwells at Covenant, said employees “love
feedback, even negative
feedback. They respond
well to it.” But do the employees will actually ever
see the evaluation results?
Ross Lochstampf, Chartwells chef, said he “doesn’t
at all expect” the reviews
of the rating system, which

go straight to corporate, to
reach the staff here at Covenant. However, this emoji-paneled system is not
the only student evaluation
that Chartwells undergoes.
Once a semester, Chartwells asks students to fill
out an iPad survey.
Every time Peper receives
survey results, he said they
are relayed to the staff
through meetings he conducts. Cindy Duncan, a
Chartwells greeter, notes
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Not every day does a Holocaust survivor come to
Chattanooga. Particularly
one related to Anne Frank,
the young Jewish girl who
was a victim of the Holocaust and who famously kept a diary during her
time hiding from Nazis in
Amsterdam. On Sunday,
October 14, 89-year-old
Eva Schloss, one of the last
living Nazi death camp survivors, came to Chattanooga to share about her survival of Auschwitz.
As her website evaschloss.
com states, Schloss is “a
Holocaust survivor, peace
activist,
international
speaker, teacher and a humanitarian.” She has written three books and shares
her story to audiences
around the world to spread
her message promoting
love and acceptance.
A native Austrian, Schloss
currently lives in London.
After interviewing with the
Chattanooga Times Free
Press, journalist Tyler Jett
wrote that she stopped in
Chattanooga for a few days
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

AN INTERVIEW WITH
EMBLEM’S ABBI CAREY
by Hannah Williams
Together with fellow senior
Yoonjin Jung, Abbi Carey
took second place in Covenant College’s Mountain
Affair, an annual talent
show, on October 5. The
two danced to popular hits
and their quick, spot-on
choreography brought an
eruption of cheers and
applause from audience
members. In this interview,
Abbi gave The Bagpipe
her own perspective on
the event, as well as some
insight on the many hours
of planning and practice
that went into their performance.
Q: When did you and
Yoonjin decide to try out
for Mountain Affair together and why?
A: We decided last semester to do it. I was in Korea
at the time, so it was a fun

process of going back and
forth trying to figure out
songs and choreography
long distance, but I think
it made us more excited!
We both love to dance, and
since it’s our senior year
we wanted a cool memory
to have in the books.
Q: How long did it take
you to choreograph your
routine?
A: So, we can’t claim all
credit for the choreo. Some
of it was from a couple
dance studios in Korea
that we found on YouTube.
They were One Million
and Alien dance studios.
We added some moves
ourselves later when we
were finally back together
at school. I would say it
took us up to 60-70 hours
of work here and there to
fully get the choreo down
the way we wanted. Plus,
add on about 12 hours to
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put the music together.
Q: What was your favorite
movement or combination in the routine and
why?
A: My personal favorites
were the moment that the
lights went down in the
second song (The Middle),
and we switched outfits.
The lights came back up

and then we hit them again
with choreo. It just felt
super impactful, and like
‘Yeah, we’re here to burn
it down!’ Everyone went
wild for that part, too. The
solo parts in the third song
(Keeping Your Head Up)
were also super fun.
Q: Congrats on your second place win! How did

it feel when you realized
you had won?
A: It was so cool for us!
Since it’s both our senior
years, we really wanted to
just do something fun together that we enjoyed. So,
Mountain Affair was that.
We worked really really
hard at it; we literally shed
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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FAITH AND HISTORY
CONFERENCE
by Paige Hungar
On October 3, Dr. Jay Green,
accompanied by six Covenant College students, departed from Mac Circle in a
seven-passenger van and embarked upon a twelve-hour
journey. The destination? The
Conference on Faith and History.
This conference, established
fifty years ago, is an affiliate of
the larger American Historical Association. They publish
a journal, called Fides et Historia, and exist to practice the
discipline of history as Christians by considering the relationship of faith and history.
This group holds biennial
meetings around the country. This year’s host was Calvin College in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.
The first day of the conference
attracted student presenters from seventeen different
universities, including the six
students from Covenant. Students had the opportunity
to present their papers, listen to other scholarship, and
ask and answer questions.
This provided a glimpse into

ABBI CAREY

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
blood, sweat, and tears. So,
we’re both just so happy
that it paid off.
Q: Where does the name
EMBLEM come from?
A: Honestly, we could not
figure out a name that
suited the vibe we were

EVA SCHLOSS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

following visits in Ontario
and Nashville. He writes
that the reason she gives
talks around the world is
“because she wants audiences to reckon with the
roots of the Holocaust: intolerance. She believes a
fear of ‘the other’ explains
pain all over the world.”
She spreads her message of
compassion, particularly
for refugees fleeing hardship. As someone who fled
with her family to Amsterdam when she was nine,
she knows the life of an immigrant.
Schloss described to Jett
that she grew up with Anne
Frank. They lived in the
same neighborhood after
Schloss’s family immigrated to Amsterdam. “She was
a big chatterbox,” Schloss
said, describing how Frank,
unlike Schloss, was fluent
in Dutch.
When Schloss was 13, her

the window of the academic
practice of history.
History majors Samuel West
(’19), Hannah O’Donnell
(’20), Paige Hungar (’20), and
Jessica Florey (’20) presented
papers on the founding of the
American republic, Catherine the Great, Vaclav Havel,
and Deborah Sampson, respectively. Jag Williams (’19),
a history and philosophy
double major, spoke on the
Victorian nude, while John
Bush (’19) gave a paper about
Hilary of Poitiers.
The next two days of the conference involved plenaries,
paper presentations, and discussions by historians and
educators from a variety of
graduate,
undergraduate,
and high school programs,
including Covenant’s Drs.
Elissa Weichbrodt and Alicia
Jackson.
Dr. Weichbrodt’s paper was
entitled, “The Artist as Historian: Carrie Mae Weems
and the Photographic Archive.” Weichbrodt gave an
insightful chapel referencing
Weems’ work in the Dangerous Ideas faculty lecture se-

going for. Yoonjin was just
reading one of her music
textbooks and saw the
word ‘emblem’ in it. We
rolled with it. It has a nice
ring to it, I think.
Q: What are you most
proud of, looking back on
the experience?
A: I’m most proud of the
way we stuck through the
entire process. This has

brother, Heinz, received a
letter from the Nazis demanding him to board a
train for a German labor
camp. Eva, Heinz, and
their parents decided to
go into hiding, which was
about the same time as the
Franks. Eva and her mother
were hidden in one house
while Heinz and her father
were hidden in another.
“It was an idyllic life,” she
said thinking back to life
before the Nazi’s torture in
the concentration camp. “I
wanted a boyfriend. I wanted to get married. I was 15.
I wasn’t ready to die.”
After a betrayal by the nurse
in their home, Eva and her
mother were found by the
Nazis and sent to the concentration camp Auschwitz.
Schloss told Jet that one
day, the Nazis began fleeing
the camp, which she would
find out later was due to
Russian soldiers coming to
free them. Instead of leaving on the “death marches,” Schloss and her mother
were deemed too weak to

ries in 2016.
In a panel on the civil rights
movement in the Mississippi
Delta, Dr. Jackson presented a paper entitled “Seek the
Welfare of the City Where I
Have Sent You.”
Dr. Green chaired a panel
of several papers about the
American Evangelical relationship with the past. As
the outgoing president of
the conference from 2016
to 2018, Dr. Green also introduced the new president,
Beth Allison Barr, Professor
of History at Baylor University.
Additional presenters at the

conference included academics who have spoken or will
be speaking at Covenant College, such as Dr. Otis Pickett
and Jemar Tisby.
The theme of the conference
was, “History and the Search
for Meaning,” so the plenary
addresses explored this idea.
The plenaries discussed ideas
such as engaging others with
the past, the art of living in
relation to the past, relating the church’s pattern with
women to the conference,
and clergy sexual abuse. Other topics explored were race,
the environment, Christianity and social responsibility,
pedagogy, Christianity and
science, historiography, po-

been building up since the
middle of last semester
when it was just an idea
that was floating around.
We practiced a bit alone
through the summer, and
then came back to school
and hit it hard. It took a
lot of time, where we spent
up to four hours almost
every night or morning. It
was tiring, too. Some parts
took unbelievably long

to get down, and we got
discouraged a lot, but we
did it in the end! I’m really
happy and proud that we
stuck through together.

go and stayed behind. Seven days after many people
embarked from the camp,
the Russians arrived to liberate them. Schloss and her
mother rode back to Amsterdam with Anne Frank’s
father, Otto Frank. Schloss
and her mother, along with
Otto, learned that the rest
of their family had died.

Mark Pace of the Chattanooga Times writes that
Schloss spoke in front of
two thousand people at Memorial Auditorium in the
event entitled “Voices from
Auschwitz.” She shared her
story and called the people to compassion. She told
heartwarming stories about
her talented brother Heinz
who wasn’t able to play
the piano while in hiding,
“so he learned seven languages and taught himself
to paint by the age of 16.”
She shared her experiences
as a prisoner and her fight
through depression after
the war’s end.

Otto Frank and Schloss’s
mother married in 1953
following the publishing of
“The Diary of Anne Frank”
in 1952. This book was
hard for Schloss to receive,
as Jett wrote, “she believed
people weren’t ready to
hear the Holocaust’s more
intense stories, stories like
her own.”
“I was surprised a little
bit,” Schloss said about
the diary. “[Anne Frank]
still believed in the good
of mankind. I sometimes
wondered, ‘Would she still
believe that if she survived?’” Thus, Schloss kept
her own personal account
private until 1988 when she
released, “Eva’s Story.”

Q: Will EMBLEM keep
dancing together?
A: Oh, yeah, we’ll definitely keep dancing together!
It’s something that we love
to do and something that is
very rewarding. It brought

She advocated for welcoming refugees saying,
“people try to make a new
life in a safer country, and
again people close their
doors to these people. It’s
our fault we are closing
our doors.” She spoke again
on Tuesday, October 16 to
four thousand school children before she traveled to
Memphis.
As Judy Spiegel, wife of

litical hope, and many other
topics related to faith and history.
Overall, attending the conference made quite an impact
on the attendees.
O’Donnell said, “It was a
great experience getting to
know my classmates better
and gaining understanding
in the field of history.”
On the impact of the event,
West said, “Attending the
conference was an excellent
opportunity for us to grow,
both by presenting our research and by observing professional historians.”

our friendship a lot closer,
too, which I hope to continue to do for a long time.
Watch out, people in the
aerobics room, we’re going
to take over it again.
You can look forward to
seeing EMBLEM plus more
in Culture Fest this spring
with K-pop.

Schloss’s longtime friend
and Erlanger CEO Kevin
Spiegel, said, “Her message
is absolutely important for
people in Chattanooga and
everywhere to hear.”

THE
VERDICT
YES,
to the 8th
Commandment.

NO,
to stealing laptops
from Carter.
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SKY NEWS CORRESPONDENT
DAVID BLEVINS TALKS CONFLICT,
CALLING, BORDERS, AND BREXIT
by Molly Hulsey
Sky News Ireland’s Senior Correspondent, David
Blevins, engaged an enrapt
audience at Covenant College on October 5 as part of
his Media Project Tour across
the United States, illuminating a few stories during his
experience as a reporter onthe-ground before and after
the peace agreement that
halted the thirty years of violence in Northern Ireland
known as The Troubles.
Reporting anecdotes featured
everything from the moment
a bomb erupted 100 feet behind Blevins as he covered
a Protestant terrorist attack
at a Catholic girls’ school, to
the journalist’s leap towards
Methodist ministry and back
again with the guidance of
Providence and C.S. Lewis.
During his lecture and a personal interview, Blevins also
shed light on the future of
Brexit, why Northern Ireland
currently lacks a government,
and why some fear that a return of violence—or a global

economic shutter—could result from disagreement over
the Irish border.
“America is in uncharted waters. Europe and the United
Kingdom are in uncharted
waters. Northern Ireland is
in uncharted waters. We have
this perfect storm of politics
going on around us,” said
Blevins.
“The British government
has no solution to the border issue between Northern
Ireland and the Republic of
Ireland, and it’s the biggest
stumbling block for a withdrawal agreement [from
the European Union] from
Prime Minister Theresa May,”
he later added. “If there’s no
agreement, the UK could
crash out of Europe.”
Furthermore, while most
Northern Irish residents voted against leaving the EU in
the 2016 Brexit Referendum,
a UK majority steered the entire kingdom towards Brexit.
Northern Ireland, part of
the UK, and the Republic

of Ireland, an EU country,
share the only territorial
border between the UK and
the EU. Separation from the
EU would usually require a
“hard” customs border, in
this case across the island of
Ireland, for government inspection of goods and people
crossing out of the EU and
into the UK or vice versa.
According to Blevins, however, “that would be turning
back the clock 30 years” for
Ireland.
Blevins explained how a
physical border has not existed on the island since a
peace treaty quelled violence
in Northern Ireland between
typically Catholic republicans, who wanted to leave
the UK to join the Republic
of Ireland, and typically Protestant unionists, who wanted
to stay in the UK. Over 3,600
people, mostly civilians, were
killed from 1968 to 1998 by
republican and unionist terrorist groups, Northern Irish
security forces, and the British military.
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CHARTWELLS

Chartwells on Covenant
campus, takes a different
view.

that her job is affected very
little from review meetings such as these. Sheila
Blaylock, another greeter,
said that besides the daily
pre-service pep talk, she
could recall no meetings to
review student surveys at
all.

Schreiner said that the
positive attention is due to
Covenant and Chartwells’
responsiveness to student
desires.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Despite the apparent lack
of communication among
Chartwells
employees,
there is evidence of improvement in many aspects
of Chartwells and, based on
many reports from seniors,
a consequent upswing in
positive opinion. Blaylock
and Lochstampf attribute
the shift to the Great Hall’s
improved aesthetics since
the Carter renovations,
which took place between
2015 and 2017. Tom Schreiner, director of business
operations who oversees

“We were terrible in the
healthy food options; I
think we have improved a
lot,” said Schreiner. “Our
variety was bad; I think we
have a pretty good variety
now. Now, I think it’s moving toward quality. I want
every station to be high
quality so that everything
you go to; you would be
willing to pay for it.”
Schreiner said that students
can have a voice if they want
one. Surprisingly, he promotes the practice of rating
by extremes: “These ratings
are the ones that count for
something,” he said.

Additionally,
Schreiner emphasized the role of
the food service committee, made up of members
of the student senate who
meet yearly with Schreiner
and Chartwells leadership
to discuss student desires.
Schreiner said the group is
“extremely influential.” Allday cereal and waffles are
results attributed to these
meetings.
Sophomore Sarah Walters said, “A lot of time the
chicken looks good, but it
turns out to be so dry that I
can’t eat it. I feel bad wasting it. Also, it seems like
there is curry on every other dish. Even from last year,
though, I can see that they
have gotten better. Maybe
they’ve been listening to
our reviews, I don’t know.”
Though many students still
find major fault with Chartwells, according to staff and

Blevins doubted a “hard border” would spark widespread
violence as during The Troubles, but “if there are customs
posts on the border, they
would become targets for dissident republicans. You may
have to bring in police and
soldiers to protect them and
begin to militarize the border
in ways that it hasn’t seen for
20 years—which is devastating.”
Not only could a “hard border” potentially unravel
peace in Ireland, it also would
stall the 35,000 who cross the
border each day to commute
for work or transport goods
across the island.

FACULTY
QUOTE
“Back when my TV
accidentally gave me
E! network, I used to
love watching Fashion
Police.”

Today, the Irish border appears as subtle as the divide
between Georgia and Tennessee.

-Dr. Bill Davis

“It’s an enormous issue to
keep it as invisible as it is
now,” Blevins said. He mentioned that the current roads
weave across the border and
back again over 275 times.
One house even straddles the
border with its front door in
the UK and its back door in
the EU, receiving mail from
one country and electricity
from another.

a row whether Theresa May
had or hadn’t agreed to that
last Christmas, so the whole
thing is just a big mess.”

May, the EU, and the Irish
Prime Minister Leo Varadkar openly oppose hardening
the Irish border, but staunch
Brexit supporters and the
Northern Irish Democratic
Unionist Party (DUP) that
keeps May in power will settle for nothing less than a
clean cut from the EU like the
rest of the UK.

To make matters worse, the
Northern Irish parliament
has refused to reassemble
since January 2017 due to
other disagreements between
the DUP and nationalist party Sinn Fein, and the UK may
have to impose direct control
once again. “People have given up on trying to restore it
until we get to the other side
of Brexit,” said Blevins.
Some hope that the fallout
from Brexit could spark a referendum across the entire island of Ireland for unification
between Northern Ireland
and the Republic of Ireland.

“At the moment, I cannot
see a solution to the problem,” Blevins said. “They had
agreed on a ‘backstop’ (a temporary open border) that was
kind of a safety net option if
Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland would regulate how goods were transferred over the border, but
the DUP went a little crazy
about that. Now there’s even

Unlike what he may have
thought five years ago,
Blevins believes that now,
due to Brexit and the growth
of the Irish Catholic minority
in Northern Ireland, he may
witness a united Ireland in
his lifetime. “But I do suppose
the Republic could surprise
everyone and vote against it,”
he added.

student testaments, there
have been and will continue to be improvements.
Schreiner encourages any
student with suggestions
for positive alteration to

speak to a member of Student Senate on the food
service committee, reiterating that they do, in fact,
have a voice.

CLASSIFIEDS

JOBS AROUND THE MOUNTAIN, FROM HANDSHAKE

Sharon Duble is looking for someone to weed
her garden. $10 / hour. If
interested, call or text @
423-504-6010.

If you’re interested in
becoming a member of
The Bagpipe staff next
semester, email bagpipe@
covenant.edu for more
information.

SPORTS
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SHOOTING IS FOR
SHOW-OFFS
by Nate Plating

For several years now the
NBA has been entertaining
the idea of a 4-point line.
Fans of Steph Curry and the
evolving game are thrilled
at this prospect, but is this
really the best move for the
league to make? As a new
season gets under way and
fans watch players such as
Ben Simmons, Markelle Fultz, Giannis Antetokounmpo,
and most of the Los Angeles
Lakers, they can’t help but
wonder what a 3-point-less
NBA would be like, because,
let’s face it, the 3-point shot
just isn’t cool anymore.
The 3-point line was introduced into the NBA in 1979
and Chris Ford of the Boston Celtics is largely credited with the first-ever made
3-point field goal. Since then
it has only grown, reaching
its peak in today’s NBA with
players like Steph Curry and
his Golden State Warriors.
Basketball has shifted from
above the rim and strong post
play dominated by the likes
of Julius “Dr. J” Erving and
Shaquille O’Neal to a game
that takes place another 20 or
so feet away from the basket:
the 3-point game.
As players like Curry have
reached the point where fans
are more surprised when he

misses than when he makes it,
these same fans have become
hungry for something more,
another challenge. This challenge, in the eyes of many, is
the 4-point line. But instead,
we are being shown that this
is not what the NBA needs.
The NBA needs guys slashing
to the basket, finishing slick
layups, cleaning the boards,
and posterizing opponents
on the way to a dunk.
Ben Simmons, who many
believe to be one of the better players in the NBA, has
attempted 11 3-pointers in
his career, consisting mostly
of unimportant buzzer-beater heaves, and has made 0 of
them. Yet he dominates the
game with his athleticism,
finishing ability, size, and
court vision.
Giannis Antetokounmpo, an
MVP favorite for many, averages less than two attempted 3-pointers per game and
makes a career 28 percent of
them. But he, like Simmons,
dominates the game with his
size and athleticism, as well
as ability to dunk over or go
by opponents at the rim. The
Los Angeles Lakers, one of
the most exciting teams in the
NBA, rank 29th in 3-point
field goals made and 30th in
3-point percentage through
their first two games. These
stats will likely not change
much with the likes of Lonzo

Ball and Rajon Rondo on the
floor. While they do possess
shooters, such as Brandon
Ingram and Josh Hart, if
Lonzo Ball is ever your leading 3-point shooter, then you
are not a strong team from

THE GOOD, THE BAD, AND
THE PETTY
by Will Kirkpatrick
The NBA is like other sports
in a lot of ways, but very different in one: the NBA is the
pettiest league that has been
or ever will be. By petty I
mean excessive sub-tweeting,
passive aggressive Instagram
post-liking, and just doing
Joel Embiid things. This column for the rest of the NBA
season will keep you updated
with the Good, the Bad, and
the Petty of the NBA season.
This is of course a shout out
to the classic Clint Eastwood
film: “The Good, the Bad and
the Ugly.”
But don’t get me wrong, I’m
not trying to say being petty
is equivalent to being ugly.
It is quite the opposite really, and the petty nature of
the NBA is far and away the
best quality about the league,
only rivaled by Lebron James’
tomahawk slams and Rajon Rondo’s behind the back
freeze-fake that for 13 years
has baffled defenders to this
day. So…let’s get into it!

The Good
The season may have just
begun, but the Pelicans are
looking good already. They
beat the Houston Rockets,
who were arguably the second best team in the league
last year, by 19 points — a
score that really does not give
this beatdown credit. Anthony Davis looked like the leviathan freak we all knew he
could become, posting a statline of 32-16-8-3-3 (p.t.s.,
rebounds, assists, blocks,
steals), and he was helped
along with now beardless Nikola Mirotic filling it up for
30-10-3. They followed up
this dominant performance
by absolutely manhandling
the Kings 149-129, thanks
to great performances from
Davis and Mirotic again. If
the Pelicans get that type of
production from Davis every
night and 75 percent of what
Mirotic gave them, they are
going to be a serious problem
for the rest of the league this
season.
Another good is Nikola Jokic

(big week for the Nikolas). In
Saturday’s game against the
Suns, Jokic posted one of only
two 30 point or more “perfect
triple doubles” in NBA history. The only other one came
from Wilt Chamberlain in
the 1960s. A perfect triple
double is when you post a triple double while not missing
a single shot from the field.
Jokic posted a statline of 3512-12-4-1 on 11-11 shooting.
That is unheard of. A great
day for the big Serbian and
Nuggets fans everywhere (including me, go nuggs).
The Bad
Reggie Miller: Great player,
one of the best three point
shooters ever, and responsible
for one of the most iconic ingame taunts ever… However,
this man is the worst basketball commentator in the history of the sport. During the
Lakers-Trail Blazers game on
TNT he must have mentioned
that the Lakers aren’t going to
shoot many threes at least 40
times during the broadcast. It
was horrendously annoying.

beyond the arc.
Simply put, the 3-pointer
is not fun anymore. Until
Steph finds a way to make
them more interesting, LeBron dropping a beautiful pass

The only part of that broadcast that was redeemable is
the ever lovable Marv Albert.
However, inside the NBA,
the pregame/halftime/postgame show with Ernie Johnson, Kenny Smith, Shaq, and
Charles Barkley is still awesome, so that’s good, too.
The Petty
Finally we get to the good
stuff. What an eventful past
couple of weeks for the NBA!
The crowned Prince of this
week’s petty throne has to
go to Jimmy Butler. The disgruntled Butler handed in his
trade request to the Minnesota Timberwolves front office, citing his disagreements
with the mindset of the team’s
other two stars Karl-Anthony
Towns and Andrew Wiggins.
Butler was very adamant of
the two’s “softness.” Wiggins’
brother then posted on his
Instagram story praising the
fact that Butler might finally
be out of town with “hallelujah” accompanied by the
praise hands emoji. Butler
responded to this by posting
a video of himself running
up a hill to the camera and
saying “hallelujah, keep that
same energy.” Just a great day
for the pettiest sport in the
world.

downlow or Giannis leaping
over an opponent and dunking will simply be more fun
to watch. This is the future of
the NBA, and it certainly is
an exciting one.

This escalated even further
that day when former NBA
veteran Stephen Jackson decided to chime in, agreeing
with Butler’s sentiment that
Wiggins was soft. Wiggins
responded to Jackson by
talking even more trash. All
of this on Instagram. All for
the whole world to see.
A few weeks later, Butler,
still yet to be traded from
the team, came into the gym
yelling at everyone in a practice before their first game
of the season. Butler ran a
5v5 against the teams starters while playing with a team
of third-stringers and absolutely destroyed the starters.
While all of this on-court destruction was going on, Butler was yelling at the team’s
coach and general manager
Tom Thibodeau that “Y'all
need me!” and “You can’t win
without me!”
This was also leaked to the
public. Butler dominated
his own team on and off the
court and for that reason, he’s
the king of this week’s petty
column. Congrats Jimmy, I
know you are reading this.
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BOY PABLO’S NEW EP “SOY PABLO”
by John Hooker
On October 5, bedroom popsurf rock artist Boy Pablo released his second studio EP,
entitled “Soy Pablo.” More
than a year after the Norwegian teenager’s first release
entitled “Roy Pablo,” this
seven-track record displays
Pablo’s unique style of blending latin-infused jazz theory

with a dreamy, surf rock atmosphere — including songs
both upbeat and mellow.
“Soy Pablo” opens with “Feeling Lonely,” a catchy, fastpaced song about the loss of a
lady. Arguably the most popular song on the EP, “Feeling
Lonely” is an absolute bopper
despite what the title may
presuppose. In this song, as

is similar throughout the
rest of the record, Pablo incorporates and manipulates
classic-sounding melodies
and chord progressions into a
modern sound.
Next on the list is “wtf.” It is
important to note that Covenant College does not, in any
way, condone the use of this
language; however, this song
(and the rest of the songs, for
that matter) does not actually
include any explicit content.
This track, despite its short
length of just over one minute, is also one of the more
popular on the EP, due to its
upbeat, lighthearted feel and
irresistibly catchy chorus.
After this is “Sick Feeling,”
which was one of two songs
that were released before the
rest. This one was released towards the end of the summer
and is a dreamy, mellow song
about losing another lady.
Synth-heavy and atmospheric, “Sick Feeling” is a dive into
Pablo’s romantic, emotional
mind, and marks a shift in
the EP from the groovy open-

A REVIEW OF “A STAR
IS BORN”
by Eden Anyabwile
On October 5, Warner Bros.
Pictures released “A Star is
Born”, starring Bradley Cooper and Lady Gaga. The film
is the fourth remake of a
1930s film about a North Dakotan farm girl whose dream
is to be a Hollywood actress.
In this modern adaptation,
Lady Gaga plays Ally Campana, an undeniably talented
musician who struggles to
make a musical career because she doesn’t have “the
look.” This is until a famous
rockstar, Jackson Maine
(played by Bradley Cooper),
discovers her in a bar and
helps her kick-start her career as a singer-songwriter.
At the end of the day, the
plot is nothing new, but that
is partly why so many people
have raved about this movie. In its simplicity, it is the
classic definition of a tragedy
and the struggles that these
characters face are familiar,
allowing the audience to easily relate and become attached
to the characters.
Part of what makes the struggles of these characters so real
is that they are drawn from
Cooper and Gaga’s own life
experiences. “A Star is Born”
can be perceived as similar to
“La La Land” as both movies
deal with artists who struggle
to balance the pursuit of their

dreams and love at the same
time, facing real hardships
that are relatable to a generic audience. In looking at the
two films this way, the hype
over both of these movies can
perhaps be explained.
So with two other adaptations
and the original itself, what
makes this particular version
of “A Star is Born” different
from the others? Essentially,
it seems to boil down to the
passion for the film and the

chemistry that both Gaga
and Cooper had. In an interview with Vogue, Cooper
mentions that he spent a year
and a half learning guitar,
piano, and working with a
vocal coach just to play his
role as Jackson Maine. By the
end of it, Cooper had written
four of the soundtrack songs
himself. The songs included
“Black Eyes,” “Out of Time,”
“Alibi,” and “Too Far Gone.”
In a Vogue interview with
both Gaga and Cooper, he
attributes a great deal of his
ability to accomplish all of
this to Gaga, who he said
gave him the confidence.

ing to a much more laid-back
middle section that continues
with “t-shirt” and “Limitado.”
The former is characterized
by an experimental opening,
featuring heavily delayed guitars, a dissonant chord progression, and strange lyrics.
However, the chorus leads
the listener into a passionate
love song, with a catchy beat
and melody.
“Limitado,” the following
track, also begins with a similarly experimental sound,
but much more quickly
dives into a slow, remorseful track about a lady, filled
with synths and electronic
drums that make for a spacey, introspective experience.
It is interesting to note that
‘limitado’ in Spanish means
‘limited’ or ‘restricted’ — this
mood is conveyed through
Pablo’s sorrowful lyrics.
Next is the second pre-release, entitled “Losing You.”
Yet another song about the
loss of a lady (how many ladies can you lose, Boy Pablo?), this is probably one of
Pablo’s two most popular
songs, the most popular being “Everytime” from the

Gaga then tells the Vogue interviewers that from the very
first time he sang for her, she
heard that he sang from the
gut and knew that he had a
tremendous voice. She said
that she was instantly convinced that he could play the
role of a rockstar and from
then on believed in him and
the film.
In the same interview, Cooper shares that the reason he
wanted Gaga in the first place
was because he saw her with
her hair slicked back, singing
“La Vie En Rose” at a cancer
benefit. He remarks that her
rendition was deeply moving

“Roy Pablo” EP in 2017.
“Losing You” was the first single released after “Roy Pablo,”
which along with its difference from that entire first EP,
most likely led to its rise in
popularity. Similar to “Feeling Lonely,” this is a much
more upbeat song, with a
catchy chorus and synth melody. The EP comes to a close
with “tkm,” an emotional,
artfully produced song about
how things don’t always work
out with the ladies. Everyone can relate to this, and if
not, you might be living in a
simulation. This final track is
five-and-a-half minutes long,
the last three or so being a
beautiful instrumental with
ambient synths, a captivating
bassline, and a harmonizing
guitar melody.
“Soy Pablo” is a well-polished, well-rounded production by Boy Pablo. His sound
is unique and fresh — blending styles from artists like
Mac DeMarco with a pop
feeling. Pablo is on tour in
Europe right now, and will be
in Asia later this winter and
early 2019.

and as he listened to her he
felt as if he was almost “levitating.” He tells Vogue that he
called her agent immediately
afterwards. The next day, he
made his way up to Malibu to
meet with her about the film.
All in all, the film has received excellent reviews. In
fact, Rotten Tomatoes gave
the film a 90 percent by critics and an 84 percent audience score. Even if the movie
does not seem like something
you would typically go for,
I would highly recommend
seeing this film as the acting
and the music help create a
unique and worthwhile retelling of a classic plotline.
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COVENANT COLLEGE
PRESENTS “THE TEMPEST”
by Mia Connell
This November, Covenant
College Theatre presents William Shakespeare's The Tempest. The Tempest is the most
musical of Shakespeare’s
plays, with singing and dancing, as well as spectacular displays of Prospero’s magic.
At the time Shakespeare
composed the play, lavish entertainments called masques
were in fashion at the court
of King James I. It is thought
that these entertainments
inspired Shakespeare as he
wrote, and as director Claire
Slavovsky notes, “we really have an obligation to live
up to the fact that Prospero
is able to do amazing things
with his magic and to present
a feast for the eyes and ears.”
This production will contain
original music by John Reeder (‘17), performed by Reeder, violist Xaris Emmett (‘18),
as well as several vocalists.
The fantastical play revolves
around questions of power as

well as revenge, justice, and
mercy. The magician Prospero, the former Duke of Milan,
and his daughter, Miranda,
are left stranded on an island
when he is deposed. Prospero conjures a tempest which
shipwrecks those who plotted against him. With his enemies stranded on the same
island, Prospero seeks a reckoning, aided by his servant,
the sprite Ariel. Meanwhile,
Miranda falls in love with the
son of one of Prospero’s enemies, and his resentful servant Caliban teams up with
two drunken clowns to kill
Prospero and rule the island.
Slavovsky remarks, “Prospero has the temptation of
using his power to follow a
dark, vengeful path against
his enemies and must choose
between that or mercy and
forgiveness.”
Peter Upton (‘13) plays Prospero, alongside freshmen
Elaine George as Miranda,
Emily Cothran as Ariel, and
Alex Wilson as Caliban.

photo by Covenant College Theatre Department

“The Tempest” will run November 1, 2, 3 and 9 at 8:00
p.m. and November 10 at 2:30
p.m. in Sanderson Hall Auditorium at Covenant College.
There will be a Q&A with
some of the cast and crew
after the Friday, Nov. 2nd

“SUNCITY” AND KHALID’S RISE TO FAME
by Ellie Hitchcock
Khalid’s greatly anticipated
EP “Suncity” is a sharp playlist of R&B mixed with pop
that stays true to what he
loves doing as an artist. His
leathery gentle tone and his
ability to belt out ballads in so
many different kinds of songs
no matter their genre is a lot
of what makes him stand out
from other popular artists.
He has many collabs and is
featured in many songs by a
variety of different artists in
the industry. This, in addition to his poetic songwriting skills, has made him stay
on a smooth and steady rise
to notability and fame. He
dropped his single “Better”
on September 18, giving fans
a little taste before releasing
his entire EP only weeks later. Khalid’s name is huge in
the music industry today, yet
people often forget he started becoming a star before he
even graduated from high
school.
Khalid grew up with his
mother in the Army, which
meant he often moved from
place to place. It wasn’t until
his high school years, when
they moved to El Paso, Texas, that Khalid really began to
develop a passion for music.
He claims in an interview that
El Paso is where it all started,
for he never really felt like he
had a home until moving to
this Texas town.
During his senior year at
Americas High, he actually wrote and recorded a few
songs which he uploaded on
SoundCloud. Eventually he
would hit millions of streams.
Ever since then, Khalid has

been on an upward climb
in the music industry with
his catchy lyrics and unique
voice.
His breakout album “American Teen” was released on
March 3, 2017 and went to
No. 9 on the Billboard album chart only months after
his high school graduation.
It is no surprise that “Suncity” stays safely on the golden
track that Khalid has been
running, for its smooth beats
and poetic lyrics radiate all of
those good vibes.
This new EP is a smooth ar-

ray of five tracks and two
vocal-less interludes. Each
song is very different and set
apart from the other, a fact
that Khalid as an artist prides
himself on. From moody
acoustic guitar ballads like
“Saturday Nights” to a silky
beat like “Vertigo,” Khalid
never fails to please in his
ability to make music that’s
hard not to love.
Even though his EP is labeled as R&B, the pop side of
things often shines through
many of his songs, and at his
core, many think that Khalid
is more a very talented pop

performance, and a faculty discussion panel after the
matinee on Saturday, Nov. 10.
Tickets are $10 for adults,
and $7 for seniors, military,
students, and Covenant staff.
To inquire about group rates
or to reserve tickets, please
contact the box office at box-

artist. Khalid called his EP
“Suncity” a “new era” for him
in a recent tweet after its release, and he has said that his
main desire at the moment is
ultimately his own growth as
an artist. He wants his music to grow with him as he
changes, and he loves that he
is able to share a journey like
this through music with his
fans and family.
The follow up to his hit album
“American Teen” is the next
project he is currently working on, and it is expected to
drop sometime in early 2019.
But until then, “Suncity” will
have no problem keeping his
fans satisfied.

office@covenant.edu or 706419-1051. Tickets may also
be purchased online at covenant.edu/theatre or at the
door as long as seats remain
available.

A MOTHER’S
LOVE
by Armon Butler

Is it difficult to see a mother’s
love
What balance does her actions have to her words
Could I add weight to an
opening hug
Or workout the tension of a
stricken nerve
Is it difficult to see a mother’s
love
When her heart is a rose but
her ways are weeds that choke
your soul
Is it difficult to see a mother’s
love
When her qualities bury you
into a wretched hole
If I couldn’t see my mother’s
love
Would I listen for trust and
satisfaction
Or would I make excuses for
her infamous bliss
And use life’s struggles as a
distraction
If I couldn’t see my mother’s
love
Would I even have a reaction
Or would I long in a blank
stare for a mother’s kiss
And once obtained live in an
ever after
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PUGH REVIEW:
CITY’S SANDWICHES
by Anna Pugh
During this past summer in
Chattanooga, I had grand
plans for going to a bunch
of new restaurants, eating
tons of delicious food, and
writing all my articles for
the year ahead of time. But
since when does life ever go
according to plan? Instead,
I spent the whole summer
in the hospital with a friend
and eating the only thing
that was there — Subway.
And I mean a lot of it — the
same sandwich every other day for two months. I’m
pretty sure I single-handedly kept the company’s
stock up and I think it will
be a few years before I can
enter a Subway again. However, it did get me thinking
(and dreaming) about my
top three favorite sandwiches in Chattanooga and
thought I would share them
with you for your eating
pleasure.
#3: Macho Man (The Terminal): The sociologist/
feminist within me despises this title — why does
food, of all things, have to
be gendered? This lil woman can love this sandwich
too! Despite its controversial name, this sandwich

has it all. It’s got a killer
Cajun-style chicken breast
paired with hot sausage and
pepper jack cheese for some
kick, as well as all the regular sandwich toppings to
add texture and freshness.
This beauty comes with a
Cajun mayo that I am all
about, and I recommend
getting extra to add moisture and creaminess. This
sandwich and an appetizer
of their Twisted Hummus
or Pot Roast Nachos (yes,
you read that correctly) are
all you need to be happy.
#2: Country Ranch Sandwich (The Yellow Deli): We
need a moment of reverence
for this sandwich. All the
sandwiches at the Yellow
Deli could make this list,
but this one has a special
place in my heart. Truthfully, I hate being that person
at a restaurant who orders
and says, “but without onion, lettuce, and tomato,”
but I swallow my pride and
do it for this sandwich.
While it’s great as is, if you
remove these vegetable obstacles, you’ll be left with
the most messy, creamy
mess of a sandwich ever.
And it is wonderful. It’s a
glowed up grilled cheese
that is all that is good in the

PEN ADVERTISEMENT
by David Kraus

Stop. Put down that Pilot
G-2 to which you so enduringly cling and heed my
words. Gone are your days
of using a writing utensil
that dries more unexpectedly than a tornado arrives
in New York City. Gone are
the wasted precious minutes you spend shaking that
Pilot viciously in the hopes
that ink will flow. Gone is
the pitiful age of your lifespan you spent thinking,
“Well, it isn’t perfect, but I
guess it’s the best pen I’m
gonna get.”
That epoch has been
vanquished by the arrival of your savior, the Uniball Signo DX 0.38. Before
I continue, I must forewarn
you: If you so choose to
heed my advice and take up
this sword of ink displacement, you will desire to
never pick up a lesser utensil again.
Any pen that strives
to become worthy of an
avid writer must dispense
its ink smoothly. Every
legitimate pen company
claims this quality as their
own, but what does it mean
for a pen to write smoothly? In short, the answer
is in the phrase. A quality

pen will create a feeling of
self-autonomy. The writer
should feel that the pen is
doing the hard work, rather than his sore and sorry
hand. The Uni-ball Signo
series fits this description
like Cinderella’s glass slipper. These pens are ready to
write smoothly from the rip
of the paper package they
come encased in, and they
perform brilliantly, without
a single snag, bump, or dry
spell.
Not only must a pen
make loving contact to paper, but it should also lie
well in the hand. A writer
is to his hand as a runner
to his feet. No serious cross
terrain jogger will place
upon his precious trotters a
pair of shoes that does not
precisely fit their intricate
contours. In this fashion
must an ardent writer select his weapon. Settling
comfortably into the notches of your fingers, the Uniball Signo DX will come to
act as an extension of your
hand, of your arm, of your
mind.
To converse about
its grip would be misleading, for one does not grip
this pen, but holds it and
commands it with physical
bliss. Complementing the

world. After kicking out the
veggies, you are left with a
homemade Kaiser roll, buffalo chicken, both cheddar
and pepper jack cheese, and
a sweet garlic mayo that
pulls everything together.
The sauce and cheese drip
all over your chips and it’s
just such a beautiful time. I
can’t fully explain why this
sandwich is so good, but it
might explain why the Deli
always has new converts to
their religion.

harmonious sandwich that
balances sweet and spicy,
softness and crunch. It’s
a twist on a classic that is
a party of flavors and textures in your mouth and
is so well executed that it
must be top of the list.
After writing about those
beautiful sandwiches, my
mouth is watering and my
stomach rumbling, which

means it might be time to
make a grilled pimento
cheese and jalapeño sandwich on Niedlov’s sourdough here at home. But
knowing myself, it will
probably end in a late-night
trip to the Yellow Deli to
people watch and eat that
glorious Country Ranch.
Any of you all are welcome
to join — just don’t ask me
to stop at Subway.

#1: The KFC (Clyde’s On
Main): If you’ve been an
avid Pugh Review reader
for these many years, you’ve
heard about this winner before, but it is worth the extra
praise. Not only is this joint
one of the most Chattanooga-esque restaurants, but
it has a sandwich so good
that it’s now the only thing
I order. The KFC or Korean Fried Chicken Sandwich
packs in the flavor and is
just a perfect experience.
They take their specialty
fried chicken, cooked with
precision, and put that bad
boy on a Niedlov’s bun with
daikon slaw, cucumber,
carrot pickles, Korean barbeque sauce, garlic mayo,
and cilantro. The result is
a highly flavorful, perfectly

Uni-ball’s physical comfort,
the pen’s easiness deserves
an ovation. The tip glides
across the page and dispatches equal amounts of
ink as it wafts from left to
right. The Uniball demands
no pressure; it writes as it
runs, without need for further downward push.
As aforementioned,
a pen retains a stellar rating
only as long as it remains
wet. This is a recurring
problem with the Pilot Precise and the G-2 series because these pens will stop
dispensing ink without
warning. In concurrence
with Murphy’s law, these
ink droughts will always
strike when writing the final essay on an exam, taking down notes during an

photo by Anna Pugh

important lecture, or when
one is ninety-eight percent
finished with a doodle. Utterly unacceptable. I have
been using the Uni-ball Signo DX 0.38 daily for two
years now; it writes as if
unused every time.
These are sixteen
dollars for ten pens on
Amazon, come encased in
a clear shell with a metal
head and plastic cap, and
perform magic on your
page. Even if you don’t consider yourself a master of
the trade, you will contemplate joining the writing
profession after this pen
consumes you. So punch
in your card number, fill in
your address, and wait for
your life to transform.
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KAVANAUGH: WHAT HAPPENS NOW?
by Will Payne
Brett Kavanaugh, former
appellate judge for the
District of Columbia Circuit, graduate of Yale Law
School, and recent subject
of multiple sexual assault
allegations, is now an Associate Justice of the Supreme Court. For better or
for worse, he is now beyond
the reach of public opinion, and will make rulings
equally with the Court’s
other eight justices.
We cannot, however, ignore the exceptional circumstances that led to Kavanaugh’s confirmation, or
the unusual ramifications
that are now likely to occur.
This article adapts analysis from FiveThirtyEight
and the Washington Post
to address the possible consequences of the Kavanaugh confirmation in three
areas: the Nov. 6 midterm
elections, the Court’s ideological makeup, and the future of Senate judicial confirmation processes.
The Midterms
November’s national midterm elections are now only
one week away, and the accompanying political chatter is far too disparate to
know for certain how Kavanaugh’s confirmation might
affect the results. We know
two things for sure.
First, the controversial second round of Senate hearings, in which Dr. Christine
Blasey Ford of Stanford
presented her memory of
Kavanaugh attempting to
rape her in the early 1980s,
appears to have increased
Republican
excitement
about the election. Immediately following the Sept. 27
- Oct. 5 hearings, Republican candidates saw a bump
in support that spanned

both the national generic
ballot and individual swing
districts. The bump made
Republicans 9 percent
more likely to control the
Senate, and 7 percent more
likely to control the House,
according to FiveThirtyEight’s election forecasting
model. However, it still remains likely that the House
will fall under Democratic
control, while the Senate
will remain under Republican control after Nov. 6.
Second, Democratic third
quarter fundraising numbers, released October 16,
look extraordinarily good.
Democrats are outraising
Republican
incumbents
in at least 92 House races,
with a staggering $385 million raised through the online fundraising platform
ActBlue, Democrats’ new
silver-bullet
fundraising
vehicle. Some of this donor
activity can be traced conclusively back to Kavanaugh — Democratic donors
pledged an unprecedented
$3.7 million through the
left-leaning crowdfunding
website Crowdpac to defeat
Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME)
after she voted in favor of
Kavanaugh’s confirmation.
The Court
Justice Kavanaugh’s confirmation is a major policy victory for President
Trump, who campaigned
on the promise that he
would secure a conservative
majority on the Supreme
Court. With the confirmations of Justice Gorsuch
and Justice Kavanaugh,
that promise has been kept.
According to Judicial Common Space scores, which
use the ideology of nominating politicians to predict future judicial ideology, Justice Kavanaugh may
fall almost as far right as
arch-conservative Justice

CHRISTIANITY IS
A RELIGION
by Jag Williams
I love Jesus. I love the Bible. I love the Church. And
Christianity is a religion.
Now, that probably elicited two kinds of responses.
There are the people who
will hear my statement
and say, “Duh, Jag. That is
about as insightful as saying an apple is a fruit.” I
agree with this imaginary
person (in spite of their
curt response). Christianity, although unique in its
religiosity, is a religion.
Yet, there are others who
will be appalled by my categorization of Christianity as a religion. I can hear
their heartfelt and stern rebuke, “Jag, you must know
that Christianity is not a
religion, but a relationship.

Christianity is about loving
Jesus; Christianity is not
about following rules or
tradition.” (This statement
also indicates my working
definition of religion in
this brief article.) I agree
with at least half of this. In
fact, how could I not agree
with someone who specifically states that Christianity is about loving Jesus?!
Nonetheless, there is an
underlying misguided assumption in this response
that I strongly resist.
Namely, this view creates
an unfortunate and unnecessary equivocation of
tradition and ritual with
impersonal
obedience.
For example, I grew up in
a Christian context that
believed Roman Catholic
and Orthodox traditions
were wrong about God

Clarence Thomas. Because
Justice Kavanaugh replaced
Justice Kennedy, the former moderate swing vote,
Chief Justice Roberts is the
new swing vote. Roberts is
solidly conservative, having crossed over as a liberal swing vote on only five
occasions during his 13year tenure on the Court.
The new Court, with Roberts as the swing vote, appears likely to be the most
conservative court since
Justice O’Connor was the
court’s swing vote in the
early 2000s. Additionally,
this transition may constitute the sharpest right
turn for the Court since
the nominations of Chief
Justice Burger and Justice
Blackmun in the late 1960s.
Such a significant shift towards conservatism will
have a long-lasting impact
on the Court’s decisions,
including near-future challenges to Roe v. Wade, the
Affordable Care Act, and
perhaps even the Mueller
probe, all of which could
potentially appear as soon
as the spring of 2019.
Judicial Confirmations
People on all sides of the
Kavanaugh issue appear
to agree on at least one
thing — the confirmation
hearings were a fiasco.
Featuring dramatic, tearful testimony, explosive
cross-examination, an eleventh-hour FBI investigation, and wildly barefaced
partisan maneuvering, they
were like no Senate confirmation hearing in recent
memory.
Even the 1991 hearings for
Justice Clarence Thomas, who was also accused
of sexual assault and also
won his confirmation by
an extremely narrow vote
margin, did not approach
the Kavanaugh hearings in
not because of their theology (because the people I
hung around with did not
study theology), but because their worship was ritualistic in involving liturgy,
the recitement of prayers,
kneeling, and icons. For my
friends and family, these
forms of worship were robotic. True worship, in
contrast, was through spirit-filled, active, authentic
worship through song and
preaching. Worship is not
about repeating actions or
words; worship is about
meaningfully participating
in the speaking truth about
God and receiving the
Word of God. The problem,
however, is that this stance
excludes the possibility that
a Christian’s participation
in tradition-filled, ritual
worship can be authentic
and meaningful. This is
precisely why I resist the
well-meaning
statement,
“Christianity is a relationship and not a religion.” In
effort to protect the true
worship of God from im-

terms of plain partisanship
or high public sentiment.
Nominees to the Supreme
Court typically present
themselves to the Senate
as calm, neutral arbiters of
the law, thoroughly above
the petty concerns of partisanship or politics. Not so
with Kavanaugh. During
his afternoon defense, Kavanaugh appeared angry
and emotional, and went
so far as to call Dr. Ford’s
testimony “a calculated and
orchestrated political hit,
fueled with apparent pentup anger about President
Trump and the 2016 election… revenge on behalf of
the Clintons.”
Few observers had predicted such a performance.
Some appeared to be proud
of Kavanaugh’s fiery defense, including President Trump, but others
expressed deep concern.
Retired Justice John-Paul
Stevens stated that Kavanaugh’s performance should
disqualify him from the
Court, saying that, “I’ve
changed my views for reasons that have no [real] relationship to his intellectual ability or his record as a
federal judge...I think that
his performance during
personal obedience, Christians create a dichotomy
between true worship and
participation in ritual.
My aim to return to “Christianity as a religion” is not
to dissolve the necessary
component of authentically
loving and trusting Jesus.
Rather, I desire to return to
a Christianity that appreciates and even values tradition and ritual as holy and a
good means of worshipping
God. I desire a Christianity that loves its religiosity.
Let us be habitual in our
actions and worship; let us
train our hearts and minds
through means of recited
prayer and repeated action.
And let us do so with fullforce engagement and appreciation for God.
So what does this mean?
For starters, I am not just
telling everyone to be more
Reformed, or more Orthodox, or more Roman Catholic. Rather, I am telling
everyone to recognize the

the hearings caused me
to change my mind.” Kavanaugh’s introduction of
deep partisanship into the
traditionally staid judicial
confirmation process may
set a damaging precedent.
Future nominees may not
feel as strongly bound to
the dictates of judicial decorum, potentially delegitimizing the “blind justice”
of the American court system.
Conclusion
The circumstances of Justice Kavanaugh’s confirmation to the Supreme
Court are cause for deep
concern. There are few historical confirmations that
can be compared to Kavanaugh’s in degree of scandal
or political rancor, but his
opinions are now poised
to shape several future decades of American jurisprudence. American civic
discourse is endangered
by the puerile antics of the
current administration and
by the schismatic tenor of
the modern political milieu. It is up to the voters
— up to us — to restore decency to politics. Nothing
will change if we give up
now.

tradition and ritual within
their own traditions and
appreciate the religiosity
of their own worship traditions. If you are Southern Baptist and non-denominational, appreciate
your tradition’s valuing of a
personal relationship with
Jesus being demonstrated
through music and preaching. If you are Pentecostal, appreciate the value of
God’s robust and explicit
love in ecstatic and lively
demonstration. Don’t deny
the context in which you
worship and thus separate
yourself from the saints of
old (or today) within your
tradition. Live robustly in
your tradition, and seek to
appreciate and open yourselves to the religiosity of
other traditions. As Christians, we should be excited
about the boundaries of tradition and ritual (whether
implicit or explicit) which
enable us to approach God
in community. In summary, Christianity is a religion
and that is a good thing.

